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TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

LADY     FRANCES     SHIRLEY. 


I  If  Ohiiatunitj  wu  iDcoDuiteDt  with  true  potitenen,  or  pr^ndieiil 

I  u  ml  happincM,  I  ihould  be  extremely  injadicioui,  and  inesciuaUj  ungrateful, 
I  in  [vcMutii^  ibeM  ^ntys  to  jour  LadTihip.  But  m  the  rdigion  of  Jew  ie  tbe 
gnml  amunait  of  our  lUUure,  uid  •  aoorce  of  tbe  robUmeit  jo;,  tbe  purport  of 
the  following  page*  csonot  be  unwwthy  the  countenuice  and  protection  of  tbe 
most  uxompliibed  pCTion.  Ndtber  can  tbere  be  a  wish  more  niitable  to  tbe 
nWieatimia  or  tbe  dictate*  of  a  grateiid  beart,  than  that  you  maj  experience  what 
jaa  read,  and  be  wbat  you  patronUe. 

Did  rdigion  coneiBt  in  a  fonnal  roaud  of  external  obaerrancea,  or  a  forced  lub- 
miston  to  some  ri(;orou«  amteritiea,  I  should  not  ecrupte  to  join  witb  tbe  infidel  and 
tbe  scniuBliat  to  dread  it  in  one  Tiew,  and  to  liespiie  it  in  another.  You  need  not 
beinfonned.  Madam,  thatitisaamncbeuperior  to  all  aucb  low  and  forbidding  tin' 
gnUHtiea,  as  the  beareni  are  higber  than  the  earth.  It  ii  described  by  an  author, 
who  learned  iti  theory  in  tbe  r^ona  of  Paiadiae,  and  who  displayed  its  efficacy 
in  hit  own  most  exeraptarj  convereation  ; — it  it  thus  described  by  that  incompa' 
nUe  author:  "The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  rigfateouiness, 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  tbe  Holy  Ghoat." 

To  be  reconciled  to  the  Omnipotent  God ;  to  be  interested  in  the  unsearchable 
ricbes  of  Christ ;  to  be  renewed  in  our  hearts,  and  inflaenced  in  our  lives,  by  the 
nnctifyingoperationaofthe  Divine  Spirit  — thi«  ii evangelical  righteousness;  this 
is  genuine  religion ;  this.  Madam,  is  the  kingdom  of  God  established  In  the  soul. 
How  benign  and  inriting  ii  mcb  an  institution  .'  How  honourable  and  advaot*- 
geooa  such  a  state !  And  from  such  privileges,  what  other  effects  can  flow,  hut 
that  ••  peace,  which  passeth  all  understanding ; "  that  "joy,  which  is  unspeakable 
_^  tod  glorious?' 

k  there  any  thing  in  tbe  amusementi  of  the  gay,  and  pursuits  of  the  ambiiioua, 
^  uf  greater,  of  egna],  of  comparable  value  f  Is  not  all  that  wealth  can  purchase,  all 
*C  ibai  grmadear  eaa  bacow,  somewhat  like  those  glittering  bubbles,  wYwt\\,^\i«i 


fitiwetl  are  emptln en.  when  grasped,  are  nothing?     Wherea*  ihe  romforU.  the 

benefits,  tlie  hopes  of  Christianity,  are  at  once  BUpremely  excellent,  and  infinitely 
durable ;  a  porlitm  suiUil  la  the  dignity  of  a  rutionil  soul ;  large  as  its  facuUies. 
and  immortal  as  its  being. 

All  these  bleasinga  are  centered  in  Christ ;  were  purchased  by  Christ ;  arc  com- 
municated from  Christ.  It  is  for  want  of  knowing  thoBe  bonndlesa  and  everlasting 
s  of  pardoning,  justifying,  saving  merit,  which  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  which  he  freely  dis[>ense$  even  to  sinners,  that  so  many  unthinking- 
persons  ore  attached  to  ignoble  ol^ects,  and  b^uiled  by  delusory  pltasures.  Va-. 
happy  creatures  !  what  can  they  do  but  catcli  at  shadows,  and  stoop  to  trifles,  while 
they  arc  ignorant  of  the  grand,  the  substantial,  the  exalted  good?  It  is  for  want 
of  duly  aticnding  to  that  fulness  of  grace,  and  that  plenteousness  of  redemption, 
which  dwell  in  our  most  adorable  Saviour,  that  so  many  serious  persons  are  stran- 
gers  to  the  tranquillity  and  sweetness  of  reUgion  ;  are  subject  to  all  its  restraints, 
but  enjoy  few,  if  any,  of  its  delights.  Mistaken  zealots!  How  can  they  avoid  the 
gloomy  situation,  and  the  uncomfortable  ciroim stances,  so  long  as  they  withdraw 
themselves  from  the  Sun  of  High leousn ess,  and  his  all-cheering  beams  ? 

May  your  Ladyship  live  continually  under  hia  heavenly  light  and  healii  g  wings; 
be  more  fully  assured  of  his  dying  love;  and  have  brighter,  still  brighter  mani- 
festfttions  of  his  immense  perfections  i     By  these  deUglilfut  views,  and  by  tliat 
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The  reader  will  probably  expect  some  account  of  the  ensuing 
work ;  and  to  gratify  him  in  this  particular  will  be  a  real  pleasure 
to  the  author. 

The  beauty  and  excellency  of  the  Scriptures;— the  ruin  and 
depravity  of  human  nature; — its  happy  recovery,  founded  on  the 
atonement,  and  eilected  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ : — these  are  some  of 
the  chief  points,  vindicated,  illustrated,  and  implied  in  the  following  . 
sheets.  But  the  grand  article,  that  which  makes  the  principal  figure, 
is  the  IMPUTED  RIGHTEOUSNESS  of  our  divine  Lord;  from  whence 
arises  our  justification  before  God,  and  our  title  to  every  heavenly 
l)lessing ;  an  article  which,  though  eminent  for  its  importance,  seems 
to  be  little  understood,  and  less  regarded ;  if  not  much  mistaken,  and 
almost  forgotten. 

The  importance  of  this  great  evangelical  doctrine, — how  worthy 
it  is  of  the  most  attentive  consideration,  and  of  universal  acceptance, 
—is  hinted  in  the  second  dialogue ;  so  that  I  need,  in  this  place,  do 
nothing  more  than  give  the  sense  of  a  passage  from  Witsius,  which 
is  there  introduced  in  a  note.     **  The  doctrine  of  justification,"  says 
that  excellent  author,  **  spreads  itself  through  the  whole  system  of 
divinity.      As    this   is    either    solidly    established    or    superficially 
touched, f  ully  stated  or  slightly  dismissed ;  accordingly,  the  whole 
structure  of  religion  either  rises  graceful  and  magnificent,  superior 
to  assault  and  beyond  the  power  of  decay,  or  else  it  appears  dispro- 
portionate and  defective,  totters  on  its  foundation,  and  threatens  an 
opprobrious  fall.'* 

The  design  is  executed  in  the  form  of  dialogue  ;  those  parts  only 
excepted  in  which  it  was  not  easy  to  carry  on  a  conversation,  and 
assign  to  each  person  a  proper  degree  of  significancy.     Here,   tf 
avoid  the  common  imputation  of  bringing  upon  the  stage  a  mute  < 
a  i>hadoiv,—one  who  fights  without  weapons,  and  subuula  vi\l\\0>ar 


conlcst.^tiie  scene  shifts.  Our  gciUlemcn  separate,  and,  instead  of 
conversing,  enter  upon  an  epistolary  correspondence. 

The  diali^ue  form  seems,  on  many  considerations,  a  very  eligible 
way  of  vriting.  Hereby  the  author  gives  an  air  both  of  dignity  and 
of  modes^  to  bis  uentimenls.  Of  dignity;  by  delivering  them  from 
the  mouths  of  persons  in  every  respect  superior  to  himself.  Of 
modesty ;  because  wc  no  longer  consider  him  in  the  raised,  but  invi- 
dious, capacity  of  a  teacher.  Instead  of  calling  us  to  his  feet,  and 
dictating  his  precepts,  lie  gratifies  our.  curiosity.  He  turns  back  a 
curtain,  and  admits  us  to  some  remarkable  interviews,  or  interesting 
conferences.  We  overhear,  by  a  kind  of  innocent  or  imaginary 
stesltb,  the  debates  which  pass  in  the  recesses  of  privacy,  which  are 
carried  on  with  the  most  unreserved  freedom  of  speech,  and  open- 
ness of  heart;  a  circumstance  which  will  apologize  for  some  pecu- 
liarities that  might  otherwise  be  inconsistent  with  humility,  or 
offensive  to  delicacy.  Particularly  it  may  obviate  the  disgust  which 
generally,  and  indeed  deservedly,  attends  the  frequent  intrusion  of 
that  ambitious  and  usurping  monosyllable,  I. 

The  names  of  the  persons  are  prefixed,  each  to  his  respective 
share  of  the  discourse,  in  imitation  of  Cicero,  and  for  the  reasons 
which  he  assigns :  "  Quasi  enim  ipsos  induxi  loquentes  i  ne  inqvam 
et  inquit  seepius  interponerentur.  Atque  id  eo  feci,  ut  (anquam 
praesentibus  coram  haberi  sermo  videretur*."  This  method,  he 
very  justly  intimates,  is  removed  farthest  from  the  narraUve,  and 
makes  the  nearest  approaches  to  life  and  reality.     It  guile  secretes 
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ference  in  the  sentiment,  if  not  in  the  language.  The  materials 
vary,  even  when  they  run  into  the  same  mould,  and  take  the  same 
form.  In  the  diction  also  there  must  be  some  diversity ;  because 
several  of  the  objections  are  proposed  in  the  very  words  of  one  or 
two  eminent  writers  who  have  appeared  on  the  other  side  of  the 
question.  These  are  not  particularised  by  the  mark  of  quotation ; 
because  the  man  of  reading  will  have  no  occasion  for  the  assistance 
of  such  an  index,  and  the  man  of  taste  will  probably  discern  them  by 
the  singularity  of  the  style. 

Some  of  the  following  pieces,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  are  of  the 
controversial  kind :  a  species  of  writing  least  susceptible  of  the  graces 
which  embellish  composition ;  or  rather,  most  destitute  of  the  attrac- 
tives  which  engage  attention  and  create  delight.  Yet  I  have  some- 
times thought,  that  it  is  not  absolutely  impossible  to  make  even  the 
stern  face  of  controversy  wear  a  smile,  and  to  reap  some  valuable 
fruit  from  the  rugged  furrows  of  disputation.  Whether  this  is 
effected  in  the^present  work,  the  public  must  judge;  that  it  has 
been  attempted,  the  author  may  be  permitted  to  declare. 

To  soften  the  asperities  of  argument,  views  of  nature  are  inter- 
spersed ;  that  if  the  former  should  carry  the  appearance  of  a  rude 
entangled  forest,  or  of  a  frowning  gloomy  recess,  there  may  be 
some  agreeable  openings,  and  lightsome  avenues,  to  admit  a  prospect 
of  the  country  ;  which  is  always  arrayed  in  charms,  and  never  fails 
to  please. 

The  author  confesses  a  very  peculiar  fondness  for  the  amiable 
scenes  of  creation.  It  is  therefore  not  at  all  improbable  but  his 
excursions  on  this  topic  may  be  of  the  diffusive  kind,  and  his 
descriptions  somewhat  luxuriant.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the 
benevolent  reader  will  indulge  him  in  this  favourite  foible.  If  any 
should  feel  the  same  prevailing  passion  for  the  beauties  of  nature,  it  is 
possible  these  persons  may  be  inclined  not  only  to  excuse,  but  to 
approve  the  fault;  and  may  take  part  with  the  lover,  even  in 
opposition  to  the  critic. 

Further  to  diversify  the  piece,  sketches  of  philosophy  are  intro- 
duced; easy  to  be  understood,  and  calculated  to  entertain  the 
imagination,  as  well  as  to  improve  the  heart ;  more  particularly,  to 
display  the  wise  and  beneficent  design  of  Providence,  in  the  various 
appearances  and  numberless  productions  of  the  material  world. 
Neither  are  these  remarks  altogether  foreign  to  the  main  point ;  but 
as  far  as  the  wonders  of  creation  may  comport  with  the  riches  of 
ircc grace,  subserve  the  gcneriil  eiuL 


As  to  the  choice  of  my  subjecta ;  Bome  people  have  desired  to  see 
an  invective  against  the  fashionable  and  predominant  vices  of  the 
age.  This,  I  apprehend,  would  be  like  picking  off  the  leaves,  or 
clipping  away  the  twigs,  from  some  overgrown  and  noxious  tree. 
Waving  (his  tedious  and  ineffectual  toil,  I  would  rather  lay  the  axe 
to  the  root.  Let  the  knowledge  and  love  of  Christ  take  place  in  the 
heart,  and  not  only  a  few  of  the  branches,  but  the  whole  body  of  uik 
wiil  fall  at  once. 

Some  would  have  the  author  insist  upon  the  conscientious  obser- 
vation of  tlie  Sabbath,  inculcate  the  daily  worship  of  God  in  the 
family,  and  urge  a  devout  attendance  on  the  public  ordinances  of 
religion.  But  when  a  person  is  convinced  of  sin,  and  made  sensible 
of  misery ;  when  he  has  "  tasted  the  good  word  of  God,"  Heb. 
vi.  5 ;  "  and  seen  by  faith  the  Lord's  Christ,"  Luke  ii.  26  ;  he  will 
want  no  solicitation  or  incitement  to  these  means  of  grace  and  - 
exercises  of  godliness.  He  will  have  just  the  same  disposition  to 
them  all,  as  the  hungry  appetite  has  to  wholesome  food,  or  the  new- 
born babe  •  to  the  milk  of  the  breast. 

Others  may  imagine,  that  I  have  neglected  the  interests  of 
morality  i  because  here  is  oo  professed  attempt  to  delineate  its  dudes, 
or  enforce  its  practice.     Let  these  persons  remember,  that  morality 
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of  truth,  of  meekness,  and  righteousness/'  Psal.  xlv.  4 ;  this  hand 
might  scatter  a  palm  branch,  or  this  performance  might  lie  as  a 
floweret,  to  strew  his  way  *  and  solemnise  his  triumph. 

In  the  course  of  the  disputation,  I  dare  not  suppose  that  I  have 
discussed  all  the  arguments  which  sagacity  may  devise,  or  sophistry 
urge.  Perhaps  I  have  not  removed  all  the  scruples  which  may 
awaken  prejudice,  or  embarrass  integrity.  This,  however  I  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  I  myself  have  met  with  no  considerable  objec- 
tion, which  is  not  either  expressly  answered,  or  virtually  refuted,  in 
these  conferences.  And  though  I  should  neither  satisfy  nor  silence  the 
gainsayer,  I  shall  think  my  endeavours  happily  employed,  if  they 
may  throw  light  upon  the  dim  apprehension,  establish  the  wavering 
fsdth,  or  comfort  the  afflicted  conscience. 

If  any  should  burlesque  or  ridicule  these  venerable  truths  and 
exalted  privileges,  I  shall  only  say  with  my  divine  Master,  **  O  that 
thou  hadst  known,  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong  to  thy 
peace!  but  now  they  are  hid,"  it  is  evident  from  such  a  procedure,  " 
"  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes/  Luke  xix.  42.  Should  any,  in  the 
spirit  of  decency  and  candour,  either  start  new,  or  revive  old 
objections,  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  receive  both  a  due  examination 
and  a  proper  reply.  As  these  doctrines  enter  into  the  very  essence 
of  the  gospel,  and  constitute  the  glory  of  our  religion,  they  can 
never  want  a  succession  of  advocates,  so  long  as  the  sun  and  moon 
endure.  For  my  own  part,  I  must  beg  leave  to  retire  from  the  lists, 
and  lay  down  the  weapons  of  controversy.  VirgiPs  language  is  my 
resolution : 

**  Discedam,  explebo  numerum,  reddarque  tenebris/* 

This  declaration  is  made,  not  from  any  the  least  suspicion  that  my 
tenets  are  indefensible,  but  because  I  would  apprise  my  friends,  and 
the  friends  of  our  common  Christianity,  that  the  field  is  clear  and 
open  for  them  to  advance ;  that  I  resign  to  others  the  glorious 
combat,  and  shall  content  myself  with  wishing  them  success  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord :  because  it  becomes  a  person  in  my  declining 
state  to  be  more  peculiarly  intent  upon  encountering  a  different 
adversary,  who  is  sure  to  overcome,  and  never  allows  quarter.  Yet 
by  this  **  word  of  my  testimony,  and  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb," 
Rev.  xii.  11,  I  hope  to  triumph  even  when  I  fall  ;  and  to  be  more 
than  conqueror,  through  Jehovah  my  righteousness. 

Should  any  thing  be  urged  forcible  enough  to  overthrow  my  argu- 
niiiUs,  or  detect  a  mistake  in  my  sentiments,  the  world  may  depend 

^  Alludino:  io  M;itth.  xxi.  R. 


upon  seeing  a  free  and  undissembled  retractation.  I  shall  look  upor 
it  as  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  conscience,  to  my  readers,  and  to  m) 
God,  publicly  to  acknowledge  the  error.— It  is  one  thing  to  be 
silent ;  another  to  be  obstinate.  As  I  shall  inflexibly  adhere  to  tht 
first,  I  would  with  equal  steadiness  renounce  the  last.  Though  1 
withdraw  from  the  strife  of  pens  and  of  tongues,  I  shall  take  care  tr 
preserve  a  mind  ever  accessible  to  truth,  ever  open  to  conviction  ;  i 
mind  infinitely  more  concerned  for  the  purity  and  prosperity  of  the 
everlasting  gospel,  than  for  the  prevalence  of  my  own  opinion,  orthi 
credit  of  my  own  performance. 

As  I  have  the  happiness  of  being  a  member,  and  the  honour  of 
being  a  minister,  of  the  reformed  established  church,  I  cannot  but 
reflect,  with  a  peculiar  pleasure,  that  every  doctrine  of  note  maintained 
in  these  dialogues  and  letters,  is  either  implied  in  our  Liturgy, 
asserted  in  our  Articles,  or  taught  in  our  Homilies.  It  affords  me 
likewise  some  degree  of  satisfaction  to  observe,  that  the  most  material 
of  the  sentiments  have  been  adopted  by  Milton,  are  incorporated  ipto 
his  Paradise  Lost,  and  add  dignity  to  the  sublimest  poem  in  the 
world.     To  have  tlie  highest  human  authority,  and  the  first  genius 
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THERON    AND    ASPASIO; 


OR, 


A  SERIES   OF   DIALOGUES  AND   LETTERS 


ON   THE 
MOST  IMPORTANT  SUBJECTS. 


DIALOGUE  I. 

l^ERON  was  a  gentleman  of  fine  taste,  of  accurate  rather  than  extensive 
mdiiig,  and  particularly  charmed  with  the  study  of  nature.  He  traced 
the  planets  in  their  courses,  and  examined  the  formation  of  the  meanest 
vegetable,  not  merely  to  gratify  a  refined  curiosity,  but  chiefly  to  cultivate 
the  nobler  principles  of  religion  and  morality.  Several  discoveries  he  made, 
nd  every  discovery  he  improved  to  this  important  end — to  raise  in  his 
■ind  more  exalted  apprehensions  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  to  enlarge  his 
tftctioiis  with  a  disinterested  benevolence,  conformable,  in  some  degree,  to 
that  boundless  liberality  which  pervades  and  animates  the  whole  creation. 

AsPASio  was  not  without  his  share  of  polite  literature,  and  philo- 
flophical  knowledge.  He  had  taken  a  tour  through  the  circle  of  the 
adenoes ;  and,  having  transiently  surveyed  the  productions  of  human  learn- 
ing, devoted  his  final  attention  to  the  inspired  writings.  These  he  studied 
with  the  unbiassed  impartiality  of  a  critic,  yet  with  the  reverential  simplicity 
of  1  Christian.  These  he  regarded  as  the  unerring  standard  of  duty — the 
authentic  charter  of  salvation — and  the  brightest  mirror  of  the  Deity, 
affording  the  most  satisfactory  and  sublime  display  of  all  the  divine  attri- 
Imtes. 

Heron  was  somewhat  warm  in  his  temper ;  and  would,  upon  occasion, 
make  use  of  a  little  innocent  raillery,  not  to  expose  his  friend,  but  to  enliven 
the  conversation ;  sometimes  disguising  his  real  sentiments,  in  order  to  sift 
the  subject,  or  discover  the  opinion  of  others. — Aspasio  seldom  indulges  the 
humorous  or  satirical  vein,  but  argues  with  ^^ meekness  of  wisdom;"*  never 


-Mitii  sapientia  Leli, —  Ilor. 


b  a  most  amiable  ebaracter,  and  ddicately  drawn,  bnt  is,  I  think,  expressed  with  greater 
itrcBfth  and  tnperior  heantf  by  the  Baered  penman  :  *'  Let  him  show  out  of  a  good  con 
nrsatiaa  bim  wwkf,  with  meekneu  of  wisdom,'*  James  iii.  13. 


2  1B^^^    **VnD  A8PA8IO. 

]>ut8  on  the  appearance  of  ff^^^^   but  always  speaks  the  dictates  of  his 
heart.  • 

Aspasio  was  on  a  visit  at  Theron's  seat.  One  evening,  when  some  neigh- 
bouring gentlemen  were  just  gone,  and  had  left  them  alone,  the  conversation 
took  the  following  turn. 

Asp.  I  would  always  be  ready,  both  to  acknowledge  and  applaud  what- 
ever is  amiable  in  the  conduct  of  others.  The  gentlemen  who  gave  us  their 
company  at  dinner,  seem  to  be  all  of  a  different  character ;  yet  each,  in 
his  own  way,  is  extremely  agreeable. 

Lysander  has  lively  parts,  and  is  quick  at  repartee ;  but  he  never 
abuses  his  wit  to  create  uneasiness  in  the  honest  heart,  and  flush  the 
modest  cheek  with  confusion.  What  solidity  of  judgment,  and  depth 
of  penetration,  appear  in  Crito !  yet  how  free  are  his  discourses  from  the 
magisterial  tone,  or  the  dictatorial  solemnity.  Philenor's  taste  in  the  polite 
arts  is  remarkably  correct ;  yet  without  the  least  tincture  of  vanity,  or  any 
weak  fondness  for  applause.  He  never  interrupts  the  progress,  or  wrests 
the  topic  of  conversation,  in  order  to  shine  in  his  particular  province.  Tre- 
bonius,  I  find,  has  signalised  his  valour  in  several  campaigns.  Though  a 
warrior  and  a  traveller,  he  gives  himself  no  overbearing  or  ostentatious  airs. 
In  Trebonius  you  see  the  brave  officer,  regulated  by  all  the  decency  of  the 
academic,  and  sweetened  with  all  the  affi^ibility  of  the  courtier. 

No  one  affects  a  morose  silence,  or  assumes  an  immoderate  loquacity. 
To  engross  the  talk,  is  tyrannical ;  to  seal  up  the  lips,  is  monkish.  Every 
one,  therefore,  from  a  fund  of  good  sense,  contributes  his  quota ;  and  each 
speaks,  not  with  an  ambition  to  set  off  himself,  but  from  a  desire  to  pleas^ 
the  company. 

Ther.  Indeed,  Aspasio,  I  think  myself  happy  in  this  accomplished  set  o; 
acquaintance  ;  who  add  all  the  complaisance  and  politeness  of  the  gentleman 
to  the  benevolence  and  fidelity  of  the  friend. 

Their  conversation  is  as  innocent  as  their  taste  is  refined.  They  have  a 
noble  abhorrence  of  slander,  and  detest  the  low,  ungenerous  artifices  of 
detraction.  No  loose  jest  has  either  the  service  of  their  tongue,  or  tbo 
sanction  of  their  smile.  Was  you  to  be  with  them,  even  in  their  freest  mo> 
ments,  you  would  hear  nothing  that  so  much  as  borders  upon  profanenes% 
or  is  in  the  least  injurious  to  purity  of  morals. 

Asp.  There  b  but  one  qualification  wanting  to  render  your  Mends  com- 
pletely valuable,  and  their  social  intervievrs  a  continual  blessing. 

Ther.  Pray,  what  is  that  ? 

Asp,  A  turn  for  more  serious  conferences.  Their  literary  debates  are  beau- 
tiful sketches  of  whatever  is  most  curious  in  the  sciences,  or  most  delicate 
in  the  arts.  From  their  remarks  on  our  national  affi^iirs,  and  on  foreign  occur- 
rences, a  person  may  almost  form  a  system  of  politics.  But  they  never  touch 
upon  any  topic  of  morality ;  never  celebrate  the  sublime  perfections  of  the 
Deity ;  never  illustrate  the  beauties,  nor  enforce  the  truths 

Ther.  Fie  upon  you,  Aspasio,  for  your  unpolite  hint !     Who  can  forbea: 

interrupting  the  harangue  which  pleads  for  such  an  outrageous  violation  (^ 

the  mode  ?  would  introduce  edifying  talk  into  our  fashionable  assemblies 

How  is  it  that  you,  who,  in  other  instances,  are  a  gentleman  of  refinement 

can  be  so  strangely  inelegant  in  this  particuVac  \ 

-^^.  For  such  a  practice,  Theron,  we  \iave  no  \iicoT»sA««XAft  "^tft^^^woX 
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Thus  Socrates*,  the  wisest  of  the  Athenian  sages ;  thus  Seipiof,  the  most 
accomplished  of  the  Roman  generals,  conversed.  Thus  Cicero;];,  the  prince 
of  ontofs,  improved  his  elegant  retirement  at  the  Tusculan  villa.  And 
Horace  §,  the  brightest  genius  in  the  court  of  Augustus,  formed  the  most 
agreeable  hours  of  his  conversation  upon  this  very  plan. 

Were  I  to  enumerate  all  the  patrons  of  this,  forgive  me  if  I  say,  more 
koDourable  mode,  the  most  illustrious  names  of  antiquity  would  appear  on 
the  list. 

Tktr.  This  practice,  however  extolled  by  the  philosophic  gentry  of 
ancient  times,  would  make  a  very  singular  figure  in  the  present  age. 

Atp.  And  should  not  the  copy,  after  which  the  generality  of  mankind 

write,  be  singulariy  correct  ?     Persons  of  exalted  fortune  are  the  pattern  , 

for  general  imitation ;  are  the  copy,  in  conformity  to  which  the  inferior 

world  adjust  their  manners  and  regulate  their  behaviour.     They,  therefore, 

are  under  the  strongest  obligations  not  to  give  a  contemptible  stamp  to  the 

Cidiion.     Benevolence,  to  their  fellow-creatures  calls  loudly  upon  them — a 

coneem  for  the  public  good  challenges  it  at  their  hands,  that  they  signalise 

themselves  by  a  pre-eminence  in  all  that  is  excellent* 

Ther.  Away,  away  with  these  austere  notions  !  such  a  strain  of  conver- 
ntion  would  damp  the  gaiety  of  our  spirits,  and  flatten  the  relish  of  society. 
It  would  turn  the  assembly  into  a  conventicle,  and  make  it  Lent  all  the 
year  round. 

Aip,  Can  it  then  be  an  austere  practice,  to  cultivate  the  understanding 
and  improve  the  heart  ?  Can  it  damp  the  gaiety  of  our  spirits,  to  refine 
them  upon  the  plan  of  the  highest  perfection  ?  Or  will  it  flatten  the  relish 
of  society,  to  secure  and  anticipate  everlasting  delights  ? 
.  Tier.  Everlasting  delights,  Aspasio !  To  talk  of  such  a  subject  would 
be  temied,  in  every  circle  of  wit  and  gallantry,  anoisurpation  of  the  parson's 
office ;  a  low  method  of  retailing  by  scraps,  i^  the  parlour,  what  the  man 
m  bUu:k  vends  by  wholesale  from  the  pulpit.  It  would  infallibly  mark  us 
oat  for  pedants ;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  might  expose  us  to  the  suspicion 
of  enthusiasm. 

Atp.  Your  men  of  wit  must  excuse  me,  if  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to 
admire  either  the  delicacy  of  their  language  or  the  justness  of  their  opinion. 
The  first,  be  it  ever  so  humane  and  graceful,  I  resign  to  themselves.  As 
for  the  other,  I  would  beg  leave  to  inquire,  "  Are  the  clergy,  then,  the  only 
persons  who  should  act  the  becoming  part,  and  converse  like  rational  beings  ? 
Is  solid  wisdom  and  sacred  truth  the  privilege  of  their  order ;  while  nothing 
is  left  for  you  and  me,  but  the  play  of  fancy,  or  the  luxuries  of  sense  ?" 

I  would  next  ask  the  circles  of  gallantry,  "  Where  is  the  impropriety  of 
interweaving  the  noble  doctrines  displayed  by  the  preacher  with  our  com- 
mon discourse  ?  or  what  the  inconvenience  of  introducing  the  amiable  graces, 
recommended  by  his  lectures,  into  our  ordinary  practice?"  Will  such  an 
exerdse  of  our  speech  rank  us  among  pedants  ?  Is  this  the  badge  of  en- 
thusiasm ?  A  splendid  and  honourable  badge  truly !  such  as  must  add 
weight  to  any  cause,  and  worth  to  any  character. 

•  Vid.  Socratis  Memorabilia,  per  Xenoph. 
t  We  are  informed  by  Cicero,  that  it  was  a  practice  with  Scipio,  with  his  friend  LieUus, 
tnd  some  of  the  distinguished  nobility  of  Rome,  to  discourse  upon  the  interests  of  the 
rfpnblic,  and  the  immortality  of  the  BOVki. 
t  Vid.  ToBcul.  QwBMt.  $  "  O  noctea,  can«qne  dtum\ 
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Thar.  This  would  curb  the  sprightly  salUes  of  wit,  aui]  extinguish  tlidl 
enga^ng  gluw  of ,  gooil-huniuur  which  enlivens  our  geutcel  iutercuunc 
Accordingly  you  may  obverse,  that  if  any  formal  creature  takes  upon  bil 
to  mention,  in  polite  company,  a  religious  truth  or  a  text  of  scripture,  d 
pretty  chat,  though  ever  eo  profusely  flowing,  Btagnatee  in  an  io«taof 
Each  vuliible  und  facetioue  tougue  seems  to  be  etruck  with  n  sudden  pali^ 
Every  one  wonders  at  the  strange  man's  face  ;  and  they  all  conclude  hji) 
either  mad  or  a  inetliodist. 

Asp.  Agreeable  strokes  of  ydt  are  by  no  means  incompatible  with  uBe^ 
conversation,  unless  we  mistake  an  insipid  vivacity,  ot  fantastic  levity,  fbi 
wit  and  facetiousness.  Neither  have  I  heard,  that,  among  all  our  acts  q 
pnrlinnient,  any  one  has  ]iassed  to  divorce  good  sense  and  good  humom 
Why  may  they  not  both  reside  on  the  same  !i]w,  and  both  circulate  tlirongl 
the  same  assembly  ?  l-'or  my  own  part,  1  would  neither  liavc  our  discoinq 
tKinred  with  austerity,  nor  evajiorate  into  impertinence  ;  but  unite  (a«  | 
Judicious  ancient  advises)  the  In-nefits  of  improvement  with  the  bluidiaU 
ments  of  pleasantry".  And  as  to  your  polite  people,  if  tliey  can  find  man 
uiusic  in  the  magpie's  voice  than  in  tlie  nightingale's  note,  I  must  owi 
myself  as  much  surprised  at  their  ears,  as  they  are  at  the  strange  man's  &a« 

Ther.  With  ail  your  grey-headed  authorities,  I  fancy  you  will  find  »eq 
few  proselytes  among  the  professors  of  modem  refinement.  Fashion  i^ 
with  the  world,  the  standard  of  morals,  as  well  as  of  clothes  ;  and  he  mm) 
he  of  a  verj'  peculiar  turn  indeed,  who  would  choose  to  he  ridiculous  iit 
"ther. 
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leatrical  dec<»atioiis — were  to  import  nothing  but  glittering  baubles* 
ioely-fancied  toys — ^would  such  a  metliod  of  trading  be  well-judged  in 
or  bcnefici^  in  its  consequences  ?  Articulate  speech  is  the  instrument 
uch  nobler  conmierce,  intended  to  transmit  and  diffiise  the  treasures  of 
ind.  And  will  not  the  practice  be  altogether  as  injudicious,  must  not 
fue  be  infinitely  more  detrimental,  if  this  vehicle  of  intellectual  wealth 
^hted  only  with  pleasing  fopperies  ? 

».  Such  folly  and  extravagance  would  be  hissed  out  of  the  commcr- 
orld.  Why  then  are  they  admitted  and  cherished  in  the  social  ? 
T.  Why  indeed  ?  He  must  be  far  more  acute  than  your  Theron,  who 
sign  a  single  reason  to  countenance  them.  To  explode  them,  ten 
ind  arguments  occur.  A  continual  round  of  gay  and  trifling  conver- 
,  of  visits  quite  modish,  and  entertainments  not  moral,  must  give  an 
nt  turn  to  the  mind,  such  as  will  enervate  its  powers,  indispose  it  for 
)us  action,  and  gradually  sap  the  very  foundation  of  virtue.  Whereas, 
uent  conference  on  the  glories  of  the  Godhead,  or  the  wonders  of 
)n,  would  invigorate  and  ennoble  the  soul ;  would  enlarge  her  facul- 
nd  elevate  her  desires. 

*.  *'*'  Did  not  our  hearts  bum  within  us,"  said  the  travellers  at  Emmaus, 
le  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way?"  Luke  xxiv.  32.  Those  dis- 
s,  it  is  true,  were  conducted  with  a  spirit,  and  enforced  with  an  energy, 
tely  unequalled ;  yet  the  same  happy  effects  would  in  some  degree 
from  our  friendly  conferences,  if  they  turned  upon  the  same  important 
.  We  also  should  feel  our  hearts  warmed  with  holy  zeal,  and  glow- 
ith  heavenly  love. 

rr.  Such  conferences  would  not  only  be  productive  of  present 
tage,  but  yield  a  renewed  pleasure  in  the  retrospect.  We  might 
^  with  real  complacency,  on  hours  spent  in  so  rational  a  manner, 
fho  would  not  prefer  the  silent  applause  of  the  heart,  to  all  those 
tuous  joys  which  wanton  jests  create,  or  the  circling  glass  inspires  ? 
?.  One  who  thoroughly  knew  mankind,  and  had  tried  the  merits  of 
)vial  board,  very  pertinently  compares  such  flashes  of  mirth  to  the 
kling  of  thorns  imder  a  pot,"  Eccl.  vii.  6.  The  transient  blaze  of  the 
nd  Uie  senseless  noise  of  the  other,  continue  but  for  a  moment,  and 
,'xpire ;  that  in  smoke  and  darkness,  this  in  spleen  and  melancholy, 
aid,  spleen  and  melancholy.  For  however  jauntee  and  alert  the 
IS  methods  of  modish  trifling  may  seem ;  whatever  ease  or  grace  they 
ipposed  to  give  the  conversation  ;  sure  am  I,  it  will  be  afflictive  to  l<5ok 
apon  interviews  squandered  away  in  very  vanity,  and  shocking  to  look 
rd  upon  the  account  which  we  must  all  shortly  render.  What  figure 
mch  an  article  make  in  tlie  final  reckoning,  and  at  the  decisive  bar ! 

social  hours,  which  might  have  promoted  our  mutual  edification,  and 
mbservient  to  our  Creator's  glory,  all  lost  in  merriment  and  whim  ;  or 

than  lost,  in  flattery  and  detraction  :  A  blank,  or  a  blot." 
fr.  Yenus,  we  find,  has  her  zealous  knight-errants,  and  Bacchus  his  pro- 
votaries,  in  almost  every  company.     And  is  it  not  truly  deplorable,  that 
od  of  nature  alone  has  none  to  assert  his  honour,  none  to  celebrate  his 
tions  ?  though  he  is  the  original  of  all  beauty,  and  the  parent  of  all 

m  Hare  taken  my  morning  walk  amidst  dews  and  flowers,  m\Xi  VXvi 


6  ,ttt^»0*  ^X»D  ABl^^,„. 

8un  shed^^  lustre  round  M^t  .%  ^  unveiling  the  happy  landscape ;  how 
has  my  eye  been  channed  ww  ^-^K^  lovely  prospect !  how  has  my  ear  been 
ravished  vnth  the  music  of  t\ie  pCi  ve  !  Methought  every  note  was  a  tribute 
of  harmony :  and  all  nature  seetned  one  grand  chorus,  swelling  vdth  tho 
Creator  s  praise.  But  how  has  tbe  scene  been  reversed,  when  leaving  my 
rural  elysium,  I  entered  the  haunts  of  men  !  where  I  saw  faculties  divine, 
meanly  engaged  in  trifles ;  where  I  heard  the  tongue  prompt  to  utter,  and 
fluent  to  express,  every  thing  but  its  Maker's  glory. 

I  assure  you,  I  have  often  been  chagrined  on  this  occasion,  and  sometimes 
said  within  myself,  *'*'  What !  shall  trifles  be  regarded,  and  the  Majesty  d 
heaven  neglected  ?     Shall  every  friend,  and  every  visitant,  receive  his  shaie 
of  respect,  and  no  acknowledgments  be  paid  to  that  exalted  Being,  who  ia 
worthy,  more  than  worthy,  of  all  our  veneration  ?" 

Atp,  This  vrill  be  still  more  afflictive  to  an  ingenuous  mind,  if  we  consider, 
that  the  infinite  and  glorious  God  is  present  at  all  our  interviews ;  voudi- 
safes  to  express  his  satisfaction,  and  acknowledges  himself  magnified,  when, 
vrith  admiration  and  love,  we  talk  of  his  transcendent  excellencies.  Nay, 
we  are  assured,  that  the  Lord  of  all  lords  not  only  hearkens,  but  keepe  ft 
book  of  remembrance  ;  and  will  distinguish  such  persons  at  the  day  of  uni- 
versal retribution.  When  the  loose  train  of  licentious  talkers  are  driven 
away  as  the  despicable  chaff,  these  shall  be  selected  for  his  peculiar  trea8ax% 
and  numbered  among  the  jewels  of  Jehovah  ;  Mai.  iii.  16,  17- 

Ther.  If  the  gentlemen  who  make  high  pretensions  to  reason,  think  ihem^ 
selves  discharged  fVom  these  doctrines  of  revelation,  they  should  not  forget 
their  own  Scriptures.  A  philosopher  will  tell  them  the  duty  of  employfaitf 
their  time,  as  in  the  awful  presence,  and  under  the  immediate  inspection  of 
the  Supreme  Being*.  An  orator  will  show  them  the  egregious  impropriety 
of  wasting  their  friendly  interviewB  in  the  fumes  of  drollery,  or  the  froth  ct 
impertinenoef. 

Asp,  Who  then,  that  is  wise,  would  not  habituate  himself  to  a  practice^ 
which  comes  recommended  by  the  voice  of  reason,  and  is  enforced  by  the 
authority  of  God  ? — a  practice,  which  will  administer  present  good,  will 
afford  pleasing  reviews,  and  terminate  in  everlasting  honour  ? 

Ther.  It  is  strange,  that  subjects  which  deserve  to  be  received  as  tli» 
universal  topic,  are  almost  universally  banished  from  our  discourse.     Waft 
this  cabinet  enriched  with  a  series  of  antique  medals,  or  a  collection  of  tXi^ 
finest  gems,  my  friends  would  naturally  expect  to  be  entertained  with  i^ 
sight  of  those  rarities,  and  an  explanation  of  their  meaning.     Why  shouML 
we  not  as  naturally  expect,  and  as  constantly  agree,  to  entertain  each  othet*^ 
vrith  remarks  on  those  admirable  curiosities  which  are  deposited  in  th^ 
boundless  museum  of  the  universe  ? 

When  a  general  has  won  some  important  victory,  or  an  admiral  has  de- 
stroyed the  enemy's  fleet,  every  company  resounds  with  their  achievementft^ 
every  tongue  is  the  trumpet  of  their  fame.     And  why  should  we  not  cele- 


•  «  Sic  certe  TiTendom  est,  tanqoam  in  conspectn  Tivamus  :  sic  cogitandom,  tanqi 

aliquis  in  pectus  intimum  inspicere  possit :  et  potest.     Quid  enim  prosit  ab  homine  all- 

quid  esse  secretum  ?    Nihil  Deo  clansum  est.    Interest  animis  nostriSy  et  cogitadonibvJ 

mediis,  intenrenit*'     Seneo,  Epttt,  83. 

t  Cicero  nays,  with  an  air  of  graceful  indignation,  **■  Q.\)ai\  ^eTO  cUmomm  yiromm  aial 

tacitoB  coDgressus  ease  oporteat,  aut  ludicrot  BermoTies,  aut  t«t>axn.  cxji^^siKvlf^^^*^^'^'^:^^^^ 

^cadem.  Qumsi.  lib,  ir. 
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onte,  with  equal  delight  and  ardour,  that  almighty  hand  which  formed  the 
stmcture,  and  fniniahed  the  regions,  of  this  stupendous  system  ? 

Atp^  Especially,  if  to  his  immensely  glorious,  we  ^  add  his  supremely 
ami^^  perfections.  When  the  yietorious  commander  is  our  cordial  friend 
^-when  he  has  professed  the  tenderest  love,  done  us  the  most  signal  good, 
nd  promised  us  a  perpetual  enjoyment  of  his  favours — ^it  will  he  impossible 
to  neglect  such  an  illustrious  and  generous  person.  His  name  must  be 
o^raven  upon  our  hearts,  must  slide  insensibly  into  our  tongues,  and  be  as 
music  to  our  ears. 

Is  not  all  this  true,  and  in  the  most  superemincnt  degree,  with  regard  to 
the  blessed  God  ?  Can  greater  kindness  be  exercised,  or  greater  love  be 
conoeiTed,  than  to  deliver  up  his  own  Son  to  torments  and  death  for  the  ex- 
piation of  our  sins  ?  Can  benefits  more  desirable  be  granted,  than  to  adopt 
OS  fcMT  his  children,  and  sanctify  us  by  his  Spirit?  Can  promises  more 
invaluable  be  made,  than  those  which  ensure  to  us  the  preferments  of 
heaven,  and  the  riches  of  eternity? — Ail  this  is  attested  concerning  the 
Almighty  Majesty,  in  the  Scriptures  of  truth.  What  a  fund,  therefore,  for 
pleasing  and  delicate  conversation  are  the  Scriptures  ? 

TktT.  Here  also  I  have  the  pleasure  of  concurring  with  my  Aspasio ; 
though  I  believe  he  suspects  me  to  be  somewhat  wavering  or  defective  in 
my  veneration  for  the  Scriptures. 

Axp.  No,  Theron ;  I  have  a  better  opinion  of  your  taste  and  discernment 
than  to  harbodr  any  such  suspicion. 

Thtr.  The  Scriptures  are  certainly  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  materials  for 
the  most  delightful  and  ennobling  discourse.  When  we  consider  the  Author 
of  those  sacred  books ;  that  they  came  originally  from  heaven,  were  dictated 
1)j  divine  wisdom,  have  the  same  consummate  excellence  as  the  works  of 
cnttion ;  it  is  really  surprising  that  we  are  not  always  searching,  by  study, 
by  meditation,  or  converse,  into  one  or  other  of  these  grand  volumes. 

Atp,  When  Seeker  preaches,  or  Murray  pleads,  the  church  is  crowded  and 
the  bar  thronged.  When  Spence  produces  the  refinements  of  criticism,  or 
Toung  displays  the  graces  of  poetry ;  the  press  toils,  yet  is  scarce  able 
to  sapply  ^e  demands  of  the  public.  Are  we  eager  to  hear,  and  impatient 
to  purchase,  what  proceeds  from  such  eloquent  tongues  and  masterly  pens  ? 
ind  can  we  be  coldly  indifferent,  when,  not  the  most  accomplished  of  man- 
kind, not  the  most  exalted  of  creatures,  but  the  adorable  Author  of  all  wis- 
dom, speaks  in  his  revealed  word  ?  Strange !  that  our  attention  docs  not 
hang*  upon  the  venerable  accents,  and  our  talk  dwell  upon  the  incomparable 
tniths! 

Tker,  I  admire,  I  must  confess,  the  very  language  of  the  Bible.  In  this, 
methinks,  I  discern  a  conformity  between  the  book  of  nature  and  the  book 
of  Scripture. 

In  the  book  of  nature  the  divine  Teacher  speaks,  not  barely  to  our  cars, 
but  to  all  our  senses.  And  it  is  very  remarkable  how  he  varies  his  address ! 
Observe  his  grand  and  august  works.  In  these  he  uses  the  style  of  majesty. 
We  may  call  it  the  true  sublime.  It  strikes  with  awe,  and  transports  the 
mind. — View  his  ordinary  operations.  Here  he  descends  to  a  plainer  dialect. 
This  may  be  termed  the  familiar  style.     We  comprehend  it  with  ease,  and 

•  "The people  Aun^  upon  the  lips  of  their  all- wise  Teacher  •/'  Luke  x\x.  ^&« 


attend  to  \t  ^mtVv  i^ewsate*      ^\e^C^^^  'Jiore  ornamented  parts  of  the  creation, 

he  clothea  hw  mcanmg  ^^  kV^^^^'  -^^^  **  "®^  *"^  brilliant.  We  an 
delighted ;  we  are  charm<A«    ^^^  ^riiat  is  this  but  the  florid  style  ? 

A  variety,  somewhat  »m\W,  ^t\s  through  the  Scriptures.  Would  you  lei 
history  in  all  her  simpWciiy  ^t\i  all  her  force ;  most  beautifully  easy,  jfi 
irresistibly  striking  1  See  her,  or  rather  feel  her  energy,  touching  the  nioesi 
movements  of  the  soul,  and  triumphing  over  our  passions,  in  the  inimitable 
narrative  of  Joseph's  life.  The  representation  of  Esau's  bitter  distress,  Gefl. 
xxvii.  30,  &c. ;  the  conversation  pieces  of  Jonathan  and  his  gallant  friend, 
1  Sam.  xviii.  xix.  xx. ;  the  memorable  journal  of  the  disciples  going  tc 
Emmaus,  Luke  xxiv.  13,  &c. ;  are  finished  models  of  the  impassioned  and 
affectinrr.  llcrc  \a  nothinfr  studied ;  no  flights  of  fancy ;  no  embellishmenti 
of  oratory.  Yet  how  inferior  is  the  episode  of  Nisus  and  Euryalus,  though 
worked  up  by  the  most  masterly  hand  in  the  world,  to  the  undissembled 
artless  fervency  of  these  scriptural  sketches  *  ! 

Are  we  pleased  with  the  elevation  and  dignity  of  an  heroic  poem,  or  the 
tenderness  and  perplexity  of  a  dramatic  perfonpance  ?  In  the  book  of  Job 
they  are  both  united,  and  both  unequalled.  Conformably  to  the  exactesi 
rules  of  art,  as  the  action  advances  the  incidents  are  more  alarming,  and  the 
images  more  magnificent.  The  language  glows,  and  the  pathos  swells,  til] 
at  last  the  Deity  himself  makes  his  entrance.  He  speaks  from  the  whirl- 
wind, and  summons  the  creation — summons  heaven  and  all  its  shining  host, 
the  elements  and  their  most  wonderful  productions — to  vouch  for  the  wisdom 
of  his  providential  dispensations.  His  word  strikes  terror,  and  flashes  con- 
viction ;  decides  the  momentous  controversy,  and  closes  the  august  drama, 
with  all  possible  solemnity  and  grandeur. 

If  we  sometimes  choose  a  plaintive  strain,  such  as  softens  the  mind  and 
soothes  an  agreeable  melancholy ;  are  any  of  the  ancient  tragedies  superior, 
in  the  eloquence  of  mourning,  to  David's  pathetic  elegy  on  his  beloved 
Jonathan,  2  Sam.  i.  19,  &c. ;  to  his  most  passionate  and  inconsolable  moan  f 
over  the  lovely  but  unhappy  Absalom ;  or  to  that  melodious  woe,  which 
warbles  and  bleeds  in  every  line  of  Jeremiah's  Lamentations  ? 

Would  wo  be  entertained  with  the  daring  sublimity  of  Homer,  or  the 
correct  majesty  of  Virgil  ?  with  the  expressive  delicacy  of  Horace,  or  the 
rapid  excursions  of  Pindar  ?  Behold  them  joined,  behold  them  excelled,  in 
tho  odes  of  Moses,  and  the  eucharistic  hymn  of  Deborah ;  in  the  exalted 
devotion  of  the  Psalms,  and  the  glorious  enthusiasm  of  the  Prophets. 

Asp.  Only  with  this  diflbrence,  that  the  former  are  tuneful  triflers,  and 
amuse  the  fancy  with  empty  fiction ;  the  latter  arc  teachers  sent  from  God, 

*  Let  a  person  of  true  taste  peruse,  in  a  critical  Tiew,  the  two  first  chapters  of  St.  Luke 
He  will  there  find  a  series  of  surprising  incidents,  related  with  the  greatest  simplicity, 
yet  with  the  utmost  majesty.   • 

f  **  The  king  went  up  to  the  chamber  and  wept ;  and  as  he  went,  he  said,  O  my  son 
Absalom !  my  son,  my  son  Absalom  !  would  to  God  I  had  died  for  thee  !  O  Absalom, 
my  son,  my  son  1  '>  3  Sam.  xviii.  33. 

What  says  Mezentius,  when  his  son  b  slain  ?  when,  to  sharpen  his  sorrow,  the  pale 
corpse,  the  miserable  spectacle,  is  before  his  eyes,  and  vrithin  his  arms!  The  most 
pathetic  word  he  utters  is, 

'**  Heu!  nunc  misero  mihi  demum 
Exilium  infelix,  nunc  alte  Tulnus  adactum." 
Bow  languid  is  Virgil,  bow  iaexpressive  the  prince  of  \a\xvl  ipoetT^ ,  coxa^w^dL  ^*\\)dl  V>m 
rojraJ  mourner  in  J§rael  I 
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and  make  the  soul  wise  unto  ealvation.  Tlie  Bible  is  not  only  the  brightest 
ornament,  bnt  the  most  invaluable  depositum.  On  a  right,  a  practical 
knowledge  of  these  lively  oracles,  depend  the  present  comfoit  and  the 
cndlesB  felicity  of  mankind.  Whatever,  therefore,  in  study  or  conversation, 
has  no  connexion  with  their  divine  contents,  may  be  reckoned  among  tho 
toys  of  literature,  or  the  ciphers  of  discourse. 

Thar,  Here  again  the  book  of  Scripture  is  somewhat  like  tlie  magazine 
of  nature.  What  can  we  desire  for  our  accommodation  and  delight,  which 
this  storehouse  of  conveniences  does  not  afford  ?  What  can  we  wish  for  our 
edificaticm  and  improvement,  which  that  fund  of  knowledge  does  not  supply  ? 
Of  these  we  may  truly  affirm,  each  in  its  respective  kind  is  ^^  profitable  unto 
aU  things." 

Are  we  admirers  of  antiquity? — Here  we  are  led  back  beyond  the 
mnTersal  deluge,  and  far  beyond  the  date  of  any  other  annals.  We  are 
introduced  among  the  earliest  inhabitants  of  the  earth.  We  take  a  view  of 
unkind  in  their  undisguised  primitive  plainness,  when  the  days  of  their 
fife  were  but  little  short  of  a  thousand  years.  We  are  brought  acquainted 
with  the  original  of  nations ;  with  the  creation  of  the  world ;  and  with  tho 
birth  of  time  itself. 

Are  we  delighted  with  vast  achievements?  Where  is  any  thing  com- 
ptnble  to  the  miracles  in  Egypt,  and  the  wonders  in  the  field  of  Zoan  ?  to 
the  memoirs  of  the  Israelites,  passing  through  the  depths  of  the  sea,  sojourn- 
ing amidst  the  inhospitable  deserts,  and  conquering  the  kingdoms  of  Canaan  ? 
Where  shall  we  meet  with  instances  of  martial  bravery  equal  to  the 
prodigious  exploits  of  tlie  Judges ;  or  the  adventurous  deeds  of  Jesse's  valiant 
fon,  and  his  matchless  band  of  worthies  ?  2  Sam.  xxiii.  8,  &c.  1  Chron. 
xi.  10,  &c.  Here  we  behold  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  universe,  some- 
times suspended,  sometimes  reversed ;  and  not  only  the  current  of  Jordan, 
hut  the  course  of  nature  controlled.  In  short,  when  we  enter  the  field  of 
Scripture,  we  tread^-on  enchanted,  shall  I  say?  rather,  on  consecrated 
groond ;  where  astonishment  and  awe  are  awakened  at  every  turn ;  where 
is  all,  more  than  all,  the  marvellous  of  romance,  connected  with  all  tho 
precision  and  sanctity  of  truth. 

If  we  want  maxims  of  wisdom,  or  have  a  taste  for  the  laconic  style,  how 
copioosly  may  our  wants  be  supplied,  and  how  delicately  our  taste  gratified ! 
especially  in  the  book  of  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes,  and  some  of  the  minor  pro- 
ph^  Here  are  the  most  sage  lessons  of  instruction,  adapted  to  every 
nmunstance  of  life,  formed  upon  the  experience  of  all  preceding  ages,  and 
petfected  by  the  unerring  spirit  of  inspiration.  These  delivered  with  such 
remarkable  conciseness,  that  one  might  venture  to  say,  every  word  is  a 
sratence ;  at  least,  every  sentence  may  be  called  an  apophthegm,  sparkling 
with  brightness  of  thought,  or  weighty  with  solidity  of  sense.  The  whole, 
like  a  profusion  of  pearls,  each  containing,  in  a  very  small  compass,  a  value 
abnost  immense,  all  heaped  up  (as  an  ingenious  critic  speaks)  with  a  con- 
ftised  magnificence,  above  the  little  niceties  of  order. 

If  we  look  for  the  strength  of  reasoning,  and  the  warmth  of  exhortation  ; 
the  insinuating  arts  of  genteel  address,  or  the  manly  boldness  of  impartial 
ri'prouf;  aU  the  thunder  of  the  orator,  without  any  of  his  ostentutiou ;  all 
the  politeness  of  tJie  cowrtier,    without  any  of  his  flattery— let  us  have 
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recouTM  to  tbe  Acta  A  ^®  ^^^'^  and  to  the  Epistks  of  St.  Paul^ 
These  are  a  Bpecunen,  ot  ra^^  •   ^^e  are  the  standard,  of  them  alL 

I  do  not  wonder,  therefore^  v^\  a  taste  so  refined,  and  a  judgment  so  coi 
rect  as  Milton's,  shonld  discern  nigher  attractives  in  tiie  volame  cf  inspiratioi 
than  in  the  most  celebrated  anthors  of  Gntece  and  Rome. 


'*  Yet  not  the  more 


Cease  I  to  wander  where  the  mvaes  haont. 
Clear  spring,  or  shadj  grore,  or  annnj  hill, 
Smit  with  the  lore  of  sacred  song ;  .bint  chief 
Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flowery  banks  beneath. 
That  wash  thj  hallow*d  feet,  and  warbling  flow. 
Nightly  I  visit." 

Asp.  Another  recommendation  of  the  Scriptures  is,  that  they  afford  tb 
most  awful  and  most  amiable  manifestations  of  the  Godhead.  His  glor 
shines,  and  his  goodness  smiles,  in  those  divine  pages,  with  unparalleled 
lustre.  Hero  we  have  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  our  own  state.  Th 
origin  of  evil  is  traced ;  the  cause  of  all  our  misery  discovered ;  and  th 
remedy,  the  infallible  remedy,  both  clearly  shown,  and  freely  offered.  Th 
merits  of  the  bleeding  Jesus  lay  a  firm  foundation  for  all  our  hopes ;  whil 
gratitude  for  his  dying  love  suggests  the  most  winning  incitements  to  oyer 
duty.  Morality,  Theron,  your  (and  let  me  add,  my)  admired  morality,  i 
delineated  in  all  its  branches,  is  placed  upon  its  proper  basis,  and  raised  t 
its  highest  elevation.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  promised  to  enlighten  the  darli 
ness  of  our  understandings,  and  strengthen  the  imbecility  of  our  wilL 
What  an  ample — Can  you  indulge  me  on  this  favourite  topic  ? 

Ther.  It  is,  I  assure  you,  equally  pleasing  to  myselfp  Your  enlargemeni 
therefore,  need  no  apology. 

Atp.  What  ample  provision  is  made,  by  these  blessed  books,  for  all  oi 
spiritual  wants !  And,  in  this  respect,  how  indisputable  is  their  superiorit 
to  all  other  compositions ! 

Is  any  one  convinced  of  guilt,  as  provoking  Heaven  and  ruining  the  soul 
Let  him  ask  reason  to  point  out  a  means  of  reconciliation,  and  a  refuge  < 
safety.  Reason  hesitates  as  she  replies,  ^'  The  Deity  may,  perhaps,  accep 
our  supplications,  and  grant  forgiveness."  But  the  Scriptures  leave  us  nc 
to  the  sad  uncertainty  of  conjecture:  They  speak  the  language  of  clea 
assurance :  *'*'  God  has  set  forth  a  propitiation,"  Rom.  iii.  25. :  ^'  He  doe 
forgive  our  iniquities,"  Psal.  ciii.  3. :  ^^  He  will  remember  our  sins  no  more, 
Heb.  viii.  12. 

Are  wo  assaulted  by  temptation,  or  averse  to  duty?  Philosophy  ma; 
attempt  to  parry  the  thrust,  or  to  stir  up  the  reluctant  mind,  by  disclosin 
the  deformity  of  vice,  and  urging  the  fitness  of  things.  Feeble  expedients 
Just  as  well  calculated  to  accomplish  the  ends  proposed,  as  the  flimsy  fort: 
fication  of  a  cobweb  to  defend  us  from  the  ball  of  a  cannon ;  or  as  the  genti 
vibrations  of  a  lady's  fan  to  make  a  wind-bound  navy  sail.  The  Bible  recon 
mends  no  such  incompetent  succours.  ^'  My  grace,"  says  its  almight 
Author,  '^  is  sufficient  for  thee,"  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  '^  Sin  shall  not  have  dominio 

*  Another  very  remarkable  instance  of  propriety  in  St.  PanVs  writings  is,  that  thong 
diffuse  in  the  doctrinal,  thej  are  concise  in  the  preceptife  parts.  On  the  former,  it  wi 
absolutely  necessary  to  enlarge  :  on  the  latter,  it  is  always  judicious  to  be  short.  Tl 
celebrated  rule  of  Horace,  *'  Qnicquid  precipies,  esto  brevis,^  was  never  more  exact' 
obBervedf  nor  more  fiadf  exemplified,  than  by  our  ApoatoUic  aulVioT. 
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oTcr  yoQ,"  Rom.  vi.  14.  The  great  Jehovah,  in  whom  is  everlasting 
strength,  *^  he  worketii  in  ns.  both  to  will,  and  to  do,  of  his  good  pleasure," 
Phil.  ii.  13. 

Should  we  be  visited  with  sickness,  or  overtaken  by  any  calamity,  the 
fODSolation  which  Plato  offers  is,  That  such  dispensations  coincide  with  the 
universal  plan  of  divine  government.  Virgil  will  tell  us,  for  our  relief,  That 
ifflietive  visitations  are,  more  or  less,  the  unavoidable  lot  of  all  men.  Another 
moralist  whispers  in  the  dejected  sufferer^s  ear,  ^^  Impatience  adds  to  the 
knd ;  whereas  a  calm  submission  renders  it  more  supportable."  Does  the 
word  of  revelation  dispense  such  spiritless  and  fugitive  cordials  ?  No :  Those 
aured  pages  inform  us,  that  tribulations  are  fatherly  chastisements,  tokens  of 
our  Maker's  love  and  fruits  of  his  care ;  that  they  are  intended  to  work  in  us 
the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness,  and  to  work  out  for  us  an  eternal  weight 
of  glory ;  2  Cor.  iv.  17. 

Should  we,  under  the  summons  of  death,  have  recourse  to  the  most  oele- 
brited  comforters  of  the  Heathen  world,  they  would  increase  our  apprehensions 
nther  than  mitigate  our  dread.  Death  is  represented  by  the  great  master 
of  their  schools,  as  ^^  the  most  formidable  of  all  evils."  They  were  not  able 
poatively  to  determine  whether  the  soul  survived ;  and  never  so  much  as 
dreamed  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body.  Whereas,  the  book  of  God  strips 
the  monster  of  his  horrors,  or  turns  him  into  a  messenger  of  peace ;  gives  him 
in  angel's  fece,  and  a  deliverer's  hand;  ascertaining  to  the  souls  of  the 
righteous  an  immediate  translation  into  the  regions  of  bliss,  and  ensuring  to 
their  bodies  a  most  advantageous  revival  at  the  restoration  of  all  things. 

Inestimable  book !  It  heals  the  maladies  of  life,  and  subdues  the  fear  of 
det^.  It  strikes  a  lightdome  vista  through  the  gloom  of  the  grave,  and 
opens  a  charming,  a  glorious  prospect  of  immortality  in  the  heavens. 

These,  with  many  other  excellencies  peculiar  to  the  Scriptures,  one  would 
ima^ne  more  than  sufficient  to  engage  every  sensible  heart  in  their  finvour, 
and  introduce  them  with  the  highest  esteem  into  every  improved  conversa- 
tion. They  had  such  an  effect  upon  the  finest  genius,  and  most  accomplished 
perwn,  that  former  or  latter  ages  can  boast ;  insomuch  that  he  made,  while 
living,  this  public  declaration,  and  left  it  when  he  died  upon  everlasting 
recoid :  "  How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  taste  !  yea,  sweeter  than  honey 
unto  my  mouth ; "  Psal.  cxix.  103.  "  O  how  love  I  thy  law !  it  is  my  medi- 
tation all  the  day ; "  Psal.  cxix.  97^  *'  Mine  eyes  prevent  the  night-watches, 
that  I  may  be  occupied  in  thy  precepts ;  and  I  will  speak  of  thy  testimonies 
even  before  kings ; "  Psal.  cxix.  46.  If  David  tasted  so  much  sweetness 
in  a  smaU,  and  that  the  least  valuable  part  of  the  divine  word ;  how  much 
richer  is  the  feast  to  us,  since  the  Gospel  is  added  to  the  Law,  and  the  canon 
of  Scripture  completed !  since  (to  borrow  the  words  of  a  prophet)  the  Lord 
God  ^'  has  sealed  up  the  sum ; "  has  put  the  last  hand  to  his  work ;  and 
rendered  it  "  full  of  wisdom,  and  perfect  in  beauty,"  Ezek.  xxviii.  12. 

Ther.  Another  very  distinguishing  peculiarity  of  the  sacred  writings  just 
occnis  to  my  mind.  The  method  of  communicating  advice,  or  administering 
reproof,  by  parables.  A  method  which  levels  itself  to  the  lowest  apprehon- 
aon,  without  giving  offence  to  the  most  supercilious  temper ;  yet  it  is  as 
much  superior  to  plain  unomamented  precept,  as  the  enlivened  scenes  of  a 
we))'WTought  tragedy  are  more  impremve  and  affecting  than  a  simple  nar- 
fatibn  of  the  plot. 


12  THERON    AND    ASPASIO. 

Our  Lord  was  aeked  by  a  etndent  of  the  Jewiah  law,  "  Who  u  n^ 
ndghboar !  "  whicb  implied  another  question,  "  How  is  he  to  be  loved  f^ 
Tbc  inquirer  was  conceited  of  himself,  yet  ignorant  of  the  truth,  and  deficUot 
in  his  duty.  Hod  the  wise  instructor  of  manlcind  abruptly  declared,  "  Yot 
neither  know  the  former,  nor  fiilfil  the  latter,"  probably  the  qnerist  would 
have  reddened  with  indignation,  and  departed  in  a  rage.  Therefore  to  teadi, 
and  not  disgust — to  convince  the  man  of  his  error,  and  not  exasperate  Ui 
mind^tho  blessed  Jesus  frames  a  reply,  as  amiable  in  the  manner  as  it  wm 
pertinent  to  the  purpose. 

A  certain  peison  going  down  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  fbU  amng 
thieves,  Luke  i.  30.  Not  content  to  rob  him  of  his  treasure,  they  str^bia 
of  his  garments,  wound  him  with  great  barbarity,  and  leave  him  half  deal 
Soon  after  this  calamitous  accident,  a  traveller  happens  to  come  along  that 
very  road :  and  what  renders  him  more  likely  to  administer  reUef^  he  is  on 
of  the  sacred  order ;  one  who  taught  others  tho  lovely  lessons  of  hamsnitf 
and  charity,  and  wss  therefore  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  exempli^ 
them  in  his  own  practice.  He  just  glances  an  eye  upon  the  doplonbk 
object ;  sees  him  stretched  on  the  cold  ground,  and  weltering  in  his  blood; 
but  takes  no  Author  notice ;  nay,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  an  inquiry,  pasiBi 
by  on  the  other  side.  Scarce  was  he  departed,  when  a  Lcvite  approaches, 
This  man  comes  nearer,  and  looks  on  the  miserable  spectacle ;  takes  a  lei- 
surely and  attentive  survey  of  the  case  •-  And  though  every  gash  in  the 
bleeding  flceh  cried  and  pleaded  for  compasdon,  this  minister  of  the 
iiifort,  nor  iiiori'3  !i  band  to  liclp.      Last 
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<lo  likeMrise  ?  "  In  tins  case,  the  learner  instructs,  the  delinquent  condemns, 
himsi^.  Bigotry  bears  away  its  prejudice;  and  pride  (when  the  moral 
so  sweetly^  so  imperceptibly  insinuates),  even  pride  itself  lends  a  willing  ear 
to  admonition. 

A^.  It  has  been  very  justly  remarked.  That  this  eloquence  of  similitudes 
B  equally  afiecting  to  ti&e  wise,  and  intelligible  to  the  ignorant.     It  shows, 
nlher  than  relates,  the  point  to  be  illustrated.     It  has  been  admired  by  the 
best  judges  in  all  ages ;  but  never  was  carried  to  its  highest  perfection,  till 
our  Lord  spoke  the  parable  of  the  prodigal  (Luke  xv.  11,  &c.)  ;  which  has 
a  beauty  that  no  paraphrase  can  heighten,  a  perspicuity  that  renders  all  in- 
ter(Retation  needkss,  and  a  force  which  every  reader  not  totally  insensiUe 
feel. 
Tktr,  The  condescension  and  goodness  of  God  are  eveiywhere  conspicu- 
— In  the  productions  of  nature,  he  conveys.tousthe  most  valuable  fruits, 
by  the  intervention  of  the  loveliest  blossoms.     Though  the  present  is  in  itself 
extremely  acceptable,  ho  has  given  it  an  additional   endearment,  by  the 
betntics  which  array  it,  or  the  perfumes  which  surround  it. — In  the  pages  of 
revdation  likewise,  he  has  communicated  to  us  the  most  glorious  truths, 
idflmed  with  all  the  graces  of  composition :  such  as  may  poUsh  the  man  of 
genius,  and  improve  the  man  of  worth ;  such  as  highly  delight  our  imagina- 
tion, even  while  they  cultivate  and  refine  our  morals.     So  that  they  really 
are,  as  one  of  their  divine  authors  very  elegantly  speaks,  ^^  like  apples  of  gold 
in  pictures  of  ulver  *." 

Aip,  Who  then  would  not  gladly  receive  that  gracious  exhortation  *'  Let 
tlie  word  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  richly  ?  "  Col.  iii.  16.  Who  would  not  will- 
iigly  obey  that  benign  command,  ^^  Thou  shalt  talk  of  it  when  thou  sittest 
m  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way ;  when  thou  liest  down, 
and  when  thou  risest  up  ?  "  Deut.  vi.  7* 

When  I  consider  the  language  of  the  Scriptures,  and  sometimes  experience 
their  energy  on  my  soul,  I  am  inclined  to  say,  ^'  Other  writings,  though 
poUshed  with  the  nicest  touches  of  art,  only  tinkle  on  the  ear,  or  affect  us 
like  the  shepherd's  reed.  But  these,  even  amidst  all  their  noble  negligence, 
strike,  alarm^  transport  us,  somewhat  like  the  voice  of  thunder,  or  the  arch- 
angd's  trumpet." 
When  I  consider  the  contents  of  the  Scriptures,  and  believe  myself  inter- 

Iested  in  the  promises  they  make,  and  the  privileges  they  confer,  I  am 
induced  to  cry  out,  ^^  What  are  all  the  other  books  in  the  world,  compared 
with  these  invaluable  volumes  ?  No  more  than  an  entertaining  novel,  or  a 
few  prudential  rules  for  domestic  economy,  compared  with  a  parent's  will,  a 
rojil  charter,  or  an  imperial  grant  of  titles  and  manors." 

All  these  circumstances  remind  me  of  an  encomium  most  deservedly  given 
to  the  Bible ;  which,  though  quite  artless,  is,  I  think,  abundantly  more  ex- 
pressive than  the  most  elaborate  efforts  of  rhetoric.  It  came  from  the  lips  of 
a  martyr ;  who,  being  condemned  to  die  for  his  inviolable  adherence  to  the 
doctrines  of  Scripture,  when  he  arrived  at  the  stake,  and  had  composed  him- 

•  Prov.  xxT.  11. — Tberon  follows  the  received  traoslation.  I  should  prefer  the  exposi- 
tion of  Glassius,  who  supposes  PiDi  tn^DU^D  to  signify  "  Retiacula  argentea,  in  quibus 
octtli  sunt  minutissimi,  penetrabiles  tamen  vbu."  According  to  this  interpretation,  the 
I>a»age  will  present  us  with  apples  of  gold  in  net- work,  or  lattice-work,  of  silver  ;  where 
tke  fine  fmit  receives  a  new  charm,  by  fihowing  itsvlf  through  the  elegant  apertures  of  the 
aUwr.  p 
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or  liis  execution,  took  lii:^  final  li-avu  in  tiicso  nffccting  words  :  "  . 
well  8UU  and  niooii '.  farewell  all  tlie  beauticH  of  creation,  aud  cotnforts  cC 
life !   farewell  my  honoured  friends !    farewell  my  beloved  relations ! 
Hirewell,  tliou  precious,  precious  Book  of  God  ! " 

Aspasio  had  ecarce  uttered  the  litat  sentence,  when  a  servant  came  to  lei 
them  know  "  anpper  was  upon  the  table." — Very  opportunely,  said  Theran^' 

niT  repast  watted  till  our  conference  la  ended.  We  have  showed  what* 
large  field  of  deliy;htful  spoeulation  the  Scriptures  open ;  and  what  ampla 
:naterial)>  for  the  most  refined  discourse  they  afford.    As  nothing  can  he 

igraeeful,  than  to  neglect  in  our  own  conduct  what  wc  ^commend  to  tlw 
sractice  of  other?,  let  ua,  thia  very  night,  begin  to  ennoble  our  interviews  wjfii 

■  improving  subjects, — let  ua  endeavour  to  make  religious  eonveraatjoi^ 
which  is  in  all  respects  desirable,  in  some  degree  fnahionable. 


'      DIALOGUE  II. 

The  next  morning,  when  breakfast  was  over,  Tlieron  and  Aspasio  took  t, 
alk  into  the  garden — their  spirits  cheered,  and  their  imaginationa  lively — 
j^titude  glowing  in  their  hearts,  and  tlic  whole  creation  amiling  around 

Tlie  spot  adjoinini;  to  the  house  was   n|i]iropriated  to  the 
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coQetrtion  of  diverdfied  vistas.  Tlie  eye  is  everywhere  entrained  with  theex- 
actest  nnifonnityy  and  darts  with  unol«tructed  ease  from  one  end  of  the  hranch- 
mg  files  to  the  other.  On  all  the  boughs  lay  a  lovely  evolution  of  bloasomsy 
vnyed  in' milky  white,  or  tinged  with  the  softest  red.  Crowding  into  one 
gmeial  cluster,  without  relinquishing  any  vacant  space  for  leaves,  they 
fcmed  the  fidrest,  the  gayest,  the  grandest  alcove,  that  fancy  itself  can  ima- 
gne.  It  is  really  like  the  court  of  the  Graces.  None  can  approach  it 
littoat  finding  his  ideas  brightened,  and  feeling  his  temper  exhilarated. 

Gontignons  to  this  correct  disposition  of  things,  nature  had  thrown  a  wil- 
iemesB,  hoary,  grotesque,  and  magnificently  confused.  It  stretched  itself, 
with  a  large  circular  sweep,  to  the  north  ;  and  secured  both  the  olitory  and 
Ae  orchard  from  incommoding  winds.  Copses  of  hazel  and  flowering  ehrubs 
fiDedihe  lower  spaces,  while  poplars  quivered  aloft  in  air,  and  pines  pierced 
ibe  clouds  with  tiieir  leafy  spears.  Here  grew  clumps  of  fir,  clad  in  ever- 
lasting green :  there  stood  groves  of  oak,  that  had  weathered  for  ages  the 
▼intry  storm.  Amidst  this  woody  theatre  ran  a  winding  walk,  lined  with 
fhns  of  insuperable  height,  whose  branches,  uniting  at  the  top,  reared  a 
stately  areh,  and  projected  a  solemn  shade.  It  was  imposable  to  enter  this 
lofty  labyrinth  without  being  struck  with  a  pleasing  dread.  As  they  pro- 
ceed, every  inflection  diffuses  a  deeper  gloom,  and  awakens  a  more  pensive 
attention. 

Having  strolled  in  this  darksome  avenue  without  a  speck  of  sunshine, 
without  a  glimpse  of  the  heavens,  on  a  sudden  they  step  into  open  day. — 
Sorprising  !  cries  Aspasio,  what  a  change  is  this !  What  delightftil  enchant- 
nent  is  here  ! — One  instant  whelmed  in  Trophonius's  cave*,  where  horror 
frowns,  and  darkness  lowers,  and  solitude  reigns :  transported  the  next  inta 
die  romantic  scenes  of  Areadia,  where  all  is  populous,  all  is  lightsome,  and 
aD  is  gay.— Quick  as  thought,  the  arehes  of  heaven  expand  their  azure  ; 
tnirets  and  spires  shoot  into  the  skies ;  towns,  with  their  spacious  edifices, 
spread  themselves  to  the  admiring  view.  Those  lawns,  green  with  freshest 
herbage ;  those  fields,  rich  with  undulating  com ;  where  were  they  all  a 
BKHiient  ago? — It  brings  to  my  mind  that  remarkable  situation  of  tho 
Jewish  lawgiver,  when,  elevated  on  the  summit  of  Pisgali,  he  surveyed' 
the  goodly  land  of  promise  ;  ^^  surveyed  the  rivers,  the  flood,  tho  brooks  of 
Koney  and  butter  ;"  surveyed  '^  the  mountains  dropping  with  wine,  and  tho 
hills  flowing  with  milk,"  Job  xx.  17*  Joel  iii.  18. ;  surveyed  all  with  those 
eyes,  which,  for  forty  tedious  years,  had  been  confined  to  dry  sands,  ragged^ 
rocks,  and  the  irksome  wastes  of  a  desolate  howling  wilderness. 

Here  they  seatedthemselves  on  the  first  mossy  hillock  which  offered  its  couch. 
The  rising  sun  had  visited  the  spot,  to  dry  up  the  dews,  and  exhale  tho 
damps  that  might  endanger  health ;  to  open  the  violets,  and  expand  the 
primroses  that  decked  the  green.  The  whole  shade  of  the  wood  was  col- 
lected behind  them  ;  and  a  beautiful,  extensive,  diversified  landscape  spread 
itself  before  them. 

Theron,  according  to  his  usual  manner,  made  many  improving  remarks  on 
the  prospect  and  its  furniture.  He  traced  the  footsteps  of  an  all-comprc- 
bending  contrivance,  and  pointed  out  the  strokes  of  inimitable  skill.     He 

•  The  reader  may  find  a  corious  account  of  this  cave,  together  with  a  very  humorous, 
•nd  (which  ahaaia  always  accompany  hnmowr,  or  else  it  wiU  be  Ukc  f  sting  ^>^o^^°® 
honey)  an  improring  dewcription  of  its  effects,  in  the  Spectator y  VoU  viiV.  1^0.  b\)%,  o^^. 
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obaoi^'cd  tlie  fp^nd  exprtionfl  <if  power,  nil  J  the  ricli  exuberance  of  gootlnesi, 
most  sign.illy,  most  chaniiingly  coiwiricuous  tlirough  the  whole, — Upon  one 
circumstance  lie  enlaced  with  a  particular  satiafoction. 

Tker.  Sec,  Asposio,  how  all  is  calculated  to  administer  the  highest  deliglit 
to  mankind.  Those  trees  and  hedges,  which  skirt  the  extremities  of  tbs 
landscape,  stealing  away  from  their  real  bulk,  and  lessening  b/  'genllt 
diminutions,  appear  like  elegant  pictures  in  miniature. ,  Hiose  which  occiqt^ 
the  nearer  situations  are  a  set  of  noble  im^i^es,  swelling  upon  the  eye,  inbB 
proportion,  and  in  a  variety  of  graceful  attitudes ;  both  of  them  omamentii^  I 
the  several  apartments  of  our  common  abode,  with  a  mixture  of  delicM)'  j 
and  grandeur.  ! 

The  bloesoma  tliat  array  tlie  branches,  the  flowers  tliat  embroider  ilw  \ 
mead,   addresa,   and   entertain  our  eyes  with  every   charm  of  beauty*;  : 
whereas,  to  other  creatures,  they  are  destitute  of  all  those  attractives  whiiji  . 
result  from  a   combination  of  the  loveliest  colours  and  most  alluring  fonm,  ; 
Yonder  streams,  that  glide  with  smooth  serenity  along  the  valleys,  glitteiiag  ; 
to  the  distant  view  like  sheets  of  polished  crystal,  or  soothing  the  attcntivs  ' 
ear  with  the  softness  of  aquatic  murmurs,  arc  no  less  exhilarating  to  tha  ' 
Taney  than  to  the  soil  through  which  they  pass.     The  huge  enormous  mouo- 
bain,  the  steep  and  dizzy  precipice,  the  pendent  horrors  of  the  craggy  pro- 
montory, wild  and  tremendous  as  they  are,  fumiah  out  an  agreeable  enier- 
tEunment  to  the  human  mind,  and  please  even  while  they  terrify ;  whereH 
ihe  beasts  take  no  other  notice  of  those  majestic  deformities,  than  only  to 
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fleeces^  aie  providing  for  our  comfortable  clothing.  Yonder  kine — some  of 
which  are  browsing  upon  the  tender  herb,  others,  satiated  with  pasturage, 
nuninate  under  the  shady  covert — though  conscious  of  no  such  design,  are 
eonoocting,  for  our  use,  one  of  the  softest,  purest,  healthiest  liquors  in  the 
world.  The  bees  that  fly  humming  about  our  seat,  and  pursue  their  work 
«n  the  fragrant  blossoms,  are  collecting  balm  and  sweetness,  to  compose  the 
lidiest  of  syrups ;  which,  though  the  produce  of  their  toil,  is  intended  for 
wgood. 

Nature,  and  her  whole  family,  are  our  obsequious  servants,  our  ever-active 
hbouren.  They  bring  the  fruits  of  their  united  industry,  and  pour  them 
mto  onr  lap,  or  deposit  them  in  our  store-rooms. 

Jfp.  Who  can  ever  sufficiently  admire  this  immense  benignity  ? — The 
inpreme  Disposer  of  events  has  comnuinded  delight  and  profit  to  walk  hand 
■  band  through  his  ample  creation ;  making  all  things  so  perfectly  pleasing, 
H  if  beauty  was  their  only  end ;  yet  all  things  so  eminently  serviceable,  as 
if  uaefalneas  had  been  their  sole  design.  And,  as  a  most  winning  invitation 
lo  cor  gratitude,  he  has  rendered  man  the  centre,  in  which  all  the  emana- 
tioiu  of  his  beneficence,  difiiised  through  this  terrestrial  system,  finally  ter- 


But,  my  dear  Theron,  is  not  this  apparent,  in  a  much  more  wonderf\il 
ononer,  throughout  the  whole  economy  of  redemption  ?  It  were  a  small 
tidng  for  this  inferior  class  of  unintelligent  creatures,  to  be  continually  em- 
ploying themselves  for  our  benefit.  Even  the  Son  of  the  most  high  God, 
through  all  his  incarnate  state,  acted  the  very  same  part.  He  took  flesh, 
■ad  bore  the  infirmities  of  human  nature,  not  for  himself,  but  for  us  men. 
Bid  our  salvation.  He  suflered  want,  and  endured  miser}'  in  all  its  forms, 
that  we  might  possess  the  fulness  of  joy,  and  abound  in  pleasures  for  ever- 
me.  When  he  poured  out  his  soul  in  agonies,  under  the  curse  of  an 
afaigiag  law,  was  it  not  with  a  compassionate  view  to  make  us  partakers  of 
•leraal  blessedness  ?  When  he  fulfilled,  perfectly  ftilfiUcd  the  whole  com- 
■anding  law,  was  it  not  for  this  gracious  purpose,  that  his  merits  might  be 
f^topoted  to  us,  that  we  by  his  obedience  might  be  made  righteous?  Yes ; 


II 


For  us  he  liv*cl. 


I 


Toil*d  for  our  ease,  and  for  our  safety  bled/* 

Kothing  in  the  whole  course 

Tier.  Pardon  me  for  interrupting  you,  Aspasio.  1  have  no  objection  to 
Ihsgenefal  drift  of  your  discourse ;  but  that  particular  notion  of  imputed 
IfbteoiUDess  has  always  appeared  to  me  in  a  very  ridiculous  light.  And  I 
•ay,  that  such  a  puritanical  nostrum  makes  a  very  unbecoming  figure 
your  other  manly  and  correct  sentiments  of  religion. 

Aip.  You  know,  Theron,  I  have  long  ago  disavowed  that  ignoble  preju- 
fce,  which  rejects  doctrines,  or  despises  persons,  because  they  happen  to  be 
handed  with  contemptible  names.  It  is  true,  the  writers  styled  Puritans, 
•le  remarkable  for  their  attachment  to  this  peculiarity  of  the  gospel.  It  runs 
ttrough  all  their  theological  Works,  and  very  eminently  distinguishes  them 
from  the  generality  of  our  modem  treatises.  But  must  it  therefore  be  wrong, 
because  maintained  by  that  particular  set  of  people  ?  Or,  are  they  the  only 
advocates  for  this  important  truth  ? 

Ajr;  it  la  33  T  suspected,     I  have  lately  coiyectured,  from  ^\waX 
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hints  in  my  Aspaaoa  Jiaco\xt»ft'i  ^.t  he  haalyeen  warping  to  the  low  ungei 
tleman-like  pcculiaritica  oi  tboB^  ^Viimsical  ^Einatics. 

Aip.  I  cannot  conceWe  ^uj  yoxi  should  call  ihem  whimsical.  To  sett 
faith  on  its  proper  basis — the  meritorious  righteousness  of  the  Redeemei 
and  to  deduce  obedience  from  its  true  origin — ^the  love  of  God  shed  abroad  i 
the  heart ;  to  search  the  conscience,  and  convince  the  judgment ;  to  awake 
the  lethargic,  and  comfort  the  afflicted  soul ;  and  all  from  a  thorough  knoi 
ledge,  joined  to  a  masterly  application,  of  the  divine  word ; — these,  sore,  a: 
not  whimsical  talents,  but  real  excellencies.  Yet  these,  if  we  may  cred 
history,  entered  into  the  preaching ;  these,  if  we  will  examine  impartiall; 
are  to  be  found  in  the  writings,  of  the  Puritans. — And  a  pearl,  you  wi 
please  to  remember,  is  a  pearl  still,  though  it  should  hang  in  the  Ethiopian's  eri 

Ther.  Ethiopian  indeed !  You  have  truly  characterised  that  demure  an 
gloomy  generation.  I  hope  you  do  not  intend  to  introduce  their  a£fectf 
solemnity  and  forbidden  reserve  into  your  own  easy  and  engaging  convera 
tion.  Though,  for  aught  I  can  judge,  this  would  be  no  more  ungraceful,  thi 
to  patch  such  antiquated  notions  on  the  refined  scheme  of  Christianity. 

Asp,  My  dear  friend,  you  are  too  ludicrous ;  and  I  begin  to  catch  the  ii 
fection.  We  had  better  return  to  our  first  topic.  Let  us  contemplate  tib 
wonders  of  creation ;  and,  as  we  admire  the  works,  learn  to  adore  tt 
Maker. 

Thm*.  None  of  your  evasions,  good  Aspasio.  You  must  not  think  t 
put  me  off  at  this  rate.  I  have  wanted  an  opportunity  to  rally  you  upoi 
this  head,  and  to  argue  or  laugh  you  out  of  these  religious  oddities. 

Atp.  If  you  will  not  agree  to  terms  of  peace,  I  hope  you  will  allow  soin 
cessatioli  of  arms.  At  least  till  I  can  muster  my  forces,  and  prepare  for  th 
vindication  of  my  principles. 

Ther.  No ;  upon  the  spot,  and  out  of  hand,  you  are  required  to  answer  h 
yourself,  and  these  same  queer  opinions. — I  shall  serve  you  as  the  Roma 
consul  served  tlie  procrastinating  monarch.  When  he  demurred  about  hi 
reply  to  the  demands  of  the  senate,  and  said,  ^'  he  would  consider  of  til 
matter ;  "  the  resolute  ambassador  drew  a  circle  round  him  with  his  cane,  an 
insisted  upon  a  positive  answer,  before  he  stepped  over  those  limits. 

Asp,  This,  however,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  observe,  that  the  affair  i 
of  a  very  serious  nature.  Upon  condition  that  you  will  dismiss  your  flouridM 
of  wit,  and  strokes  of  satire,  I  will  acquaint  you  with  the  reasons  which  hav 
made  me  a  thorough  convert  to  this  doctrine.  Once  I  held  it  in  the  ntmoi 
contempt,  and  pitied  the  simplicity  of  (as  I  then  styled  them)  its  delude 
admirers.  But  I  am  now  become  such  a  fool,  that  I  may  be  truly  wise  a^ 
substantially  happy.  I  have  seen  my  ruined  state,  and  I  bless  God  for  iU 
sovereign  restorative.  It  is  the  source  of  my  strongest  consolations,  and  tk 
very  foundation  of  my  eternal  hopes. 

Ther.  Excuse  me,  Aspasio,  if  the  vivacity  of  my  temper,  and  the  seemioj^ 
uncouth  tenet,  kindled  me  into  a  more  humorous  gaiety  than  became  th| 
occasion.  You  speak  of  the  point  with  so  much  seriousness,  and  in  sod 
weighty  terms,  as  check  my  levity,  and  command  my  respect.  Be  pleatei 
to  execute  what  you  have  promised ;  and  the  most  engaged  attention  of  ag 
mind  shall  atone  for  the  petulant  tellies  of  my  tongue. 

j/<^.  To  conceive  a  dislike  of  any  doctrine,  only  because  persons  of  a  psi 
^iMAr  <leoojniiiation  have  been  very  o&cious  to  ^xomoti^  Vi  t«oer^<(SGk.\  ^ 
"  hiUtUjr  conmatent  with  an  impartial  rnquVry  si^t  U\i\^\. 
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Tker.  I  grant  it,  Aspasio.  Aud  I  should  be  ashamed  of  my  opposition, 
if  it  was  founded  on  so  slight  a  bottom.  But,  abstracted  from  all  party  con- 
siderationa,  I  can  see  nothing  in  this  supposed  article  of  our  faith  that  may 
Rvommend  it  to  the  unprejudiced  inquirer.  What  can  be  more  awkward 
tSian  the  ieim,  or  more  irrational  than  the  sentiment  ? 

Agp.  The  word  imjnUedy  when  used  in  tliis  connexion,  may  possibly  convey 
a  ^agreeable  sound  to  the  ears  of  some  people  ;  because  they  look  upon  it 
aa  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  a  few  superstitious  sectarists,  and  reject  it 
menAj  on  the  foot  of  that  unreasonable  surmise. — But  how  can  you  be  dis- 
gMltd  at  the  expression,  Theron,  who  have  so  often  read  it  in  tiie  most  ap- 
fmved  and  judicious  writers  ?  St.  Paul,  who  might  affirm  with  relation  to 
lii  episiiea,  much  more  truly  than  the  painter  concerning  his  portraits,  *^  I 
VBte  for  eternity  *,"  scruples  not  to  use  this  awkward  language  several  times 
iitiie  Mine  chapter  t.  Milton,  the  correctness  of  whose  taste,  and  the  pro- 
piety  of  whose  style,  no  person  of  genius  will  ever  question,  delights  to  copy, 
iiVBiions  parts  of  his  incomparable  poem,  the  Apostle's  diction.  Autho- 
BRd  by  sach  precedents,  it  is  superior  to  cavil,  and  warranted  beyond  all 
cnepAion. 

At  to  the  sentiment,  I  take  it  to  be  the  very  fundamental  article  of  the 
gnpel ;  and  I  believe,  whoever  is  acquainted  with  ecclesiastical  history  will 
r,  that  it  bore  the  principal  sway  in  extricating  us  from  popish  darkness, 
introducing  the  Beformation.  What  says  our  Lord,  with  regard  to  the 
Itfe  of  Gk>d,  and  the  love  of  our  neighbour  ?  ^^  On  these  two  commandments 
Ih^  all  the  law  and  the  prophets."  Much  the  same  would  I  venture  to  say 
coMeimng  the  imputation  of  our  sins  to  Christ,  and  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
BJljIleonsness  to  us :  On  these  two  doctrines  hang  all  the  privileges  and  the 
idkofe  glory  of  the  gospel. 

Thtr.  In  our  last  conversation,  I  must  own,  I  saw  a  strong  resemblance 

ikliveen  the  works  and  the  word  of  God.     But  I  never  observed  any  thing 

latnie,  that  bore  the  least  analogy  to  imputed  sin  or  imputed  righteous- 

To  me  your  two  doctrines  seem  very  unaccountable  and  irrational. 

A»p.  That  our  sins  should  be  charged  upon  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God, 

\mi  that  his  righteousness  should  be  made  over  to  sinful  worms,  is  strange, 

[taeeding  strange.     The  Psalmist  calls  it,  '^  marvellous  loving  kindness," 

xvii.  7«     The  Apostle  styles  it,  "  love  that  passeth  knowledge,"  Eph. 

19.     And  it  has  sometimes,  I  must  freely  confess,  been  almost  ready  to 

my  belief.  However,  I  have  found  myself  relieved  in  this  perplexity, 

only  by  the  testimony  of  the  Scriptures,  but  even  from  the  contemplation 

itme.     All  nature  is  full  of  strange  and  mysterious  effects  ;  consequently, 

I  a  voncfaer  for  the  mysterious  truths  of  Christianity. 

How  sorpiising  are  the  experiments  of  electricity,  and  the  occult  qualities 

|«f  the  loadstone !    How  surprising  those  countless  legions  of  effluvia  which 

from  a  small  odoriferous  body !  and  those  infinite  myriads  of  lumi- 

particlea,  which  issue  from  a  smaller  flaming  substance  %  •     There  is  not 

*  Allndins  to  the  painter,  who,  apologising  for  the  slow  procedure  and  scrupulously 
lis  tovcfaea  of  his  pencil,  said,  Mternitatipinjo,  ''  I  paint  fur  eternity." 

^  Sec  Rom.  it.,  in  which  single  chapter  sume  branch  of  the  word  Xo*} i^eaOax,  "  to  be 
iBfirtcd,*'  occurs  no  less  than  ten  or  eleven  times. 
X  Dr.  Nienwentyt  hat  computed,  that  from  a  lighted  candle,  about  the  size  of  six  to  the 
there imgaeg,  in  the  §ecoad  ofm.  minate,  an  effaaion  of  particles,  vastly  moTe  lYkau 
ber  of  sends  wbicb  the  whole  globeof  the  earth  contains. 

c   2 


a  blade  of  grasB,  but  surpasece  the  cotnprehenaion  of  all  mankind ;  and  n 
single  atom,  but  is  big  with  wandera  ;  insomuch,  that  the  intelligent  obsi 
can  nowhere  fix  his  thoughts,  without  being  asionisbed,  transported,  and 
lost  in  admiration. 

Since  the  procedure  of  Providence  in  this  vinble  system  is  a  contii 
series  of  stupendous  and  unsearchable  operations ;  need  we  be  alanned. 
we  reasonably  be  oflcnded,  if  the  scheme  of  redemption  is  equally  stupenc 
is  far  more  amazing  1  Yet,  though  amazing,  I  hope  it  will  not  appear,  ^ 
you  was  pleased  to  insinuate,  irrational. 

Suppose  we  state  the  signification  of  the  tenns,  and  adjust  the  bound 
of  our  subject,  before  we  enter  upon  a  survey  of  its  contents  f 

Ther.  Such  a  caution  would  have  prevented,  at  least  have  shortened,  n 
a  vehement  and  tedious  controversy. — You  see,  on  yonder  heath,  the  pi 
rations  for  an  approaching  race.  There  stand  the  posts  which  are  to  marl 
the  limits  of  the  course.  Without  this  previous  restrictive  cate,  how  in 
lar  would  be  the  e^tcursions  of  the  contending  steeds  !  How  difficult,  n 
how  impossible,  to  declare  the  conqueror  and  award  the  pnEC  ! — A 
definition  of  terms  seems  equally  necessary  for  candid  disputants.  Wit 
it,  they  may  wrangle  for  ages,  and  never  come  to  a  determination. 

Atp.  Justification  is  an  act  of  God  Almighty's  grace  ;  whereby  he  ac> 
his  people  from  guilt,  and  accounts  them  righteous  *,  for  the  sake  of  Cb 
righteousness,  which  was  wrought  out  for  them,  and  is  imputed  to  tfaem 

TAer.  Two  of  your  terms  want  some  further  explication.     What  do 
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epay  it."  That  which  the  zealous  preacher  of  Christianity  offered,  the 
idoied  Author  of  Christianity  executed. — We  had  revolted  from  the  Lord  of 
dl  lords,  and  broke  his  holy  commandments.  The  Son  of  God,  infinitely 
x^mpassionate,  Touchsafcs  to  become  our  Mediator.  That  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  render  his  mediation  successful,  he  places  himself  in  our  stead. 
The  punishment  which  we  deserved,  he  endures :  The  obedience  which  we 
owed,  he  fulfils. — Both  which,  being  imputed  to  us,  and  accepted  for  us, 
arc  the  foundation  of  our  pardon,  are  the  procuring  causes  of  our  justifica- 
tion. 

Tker.  Is  this  the  exact  signification  of  the  original  word,  which  we  trans- 
kte  imputed. 

A»p.  In  the  book  of  Numbers  we  meet  with  this  phrase ;  and  in  such  a 

eonnexion,  as  clears  up  its  meaning.     Jehovah  enacts  a  decree  concerning  the 

Levites,  who  had  no  vintages  to  gather,  nor  any  harvests  to  reap.     He 

directs   them   to  present  the  tenth  part  of  their  tithes,  in  the  form  of  a 

keftve-ofTering  ;  adding,  ^'  and  this  your  heave-offering "  shall  be  reckoned* 

vnto  you,  ''*■  as  though  it  were  the  com  of  the  threshing-floor,  and  as  the 

iifaieflB  of  the  wine-press ;"  as  satisfactory  to  me,  and  as  beneficial  to  you,  as 

if  it  were  the  tenth  of  your  own  labours,  and  the  tithe  of  your  own  increase. 

80  the  expiatory  sufferings  which  Christ  endured,  the  complete  obedience 

iriiich  he  performed,  are  reckoned  to  true  believers ;  and  are  altogether  as 

effectual  for  obtaining  their  salvation,  as  if  they  were  their  own  personal 

qoalifications. 

Ther,  The  imputation  mentioned  in  your  passage,  is  the  imputation  of 
mnething  done  by  the  Lic\'ite8  themselves,  not  of  sonu^tliing  done  by  another. 
Thid,  I  apprehend,  is  the  true  import  of  the  word,  when  it  occurs  affirmatively 
is  Scripture. 

Atp,  This  is  always  the  import, — should  have  been  said,  in  order  to  make 
4e  objection  forcible.  But  you  could  not  so  soon  forget  the  instance  just 
J  low  alleged.  8t.  Paul,  speaking  of  the  crimes  which  Onesimus  had  com- 
■itt«i.  and  of  the  injuries  which  Philemon  had  sustained,  says,  ''  Charge 
tbem  all  on  me  ;  I  will  l>e  resi>onsil)le  for  the  one  and  for  the  otlier,  as  much 
as  if  the  whole  guilt  had  beeii  of  my  own  contracting." — Here  is  supposed, 
lot  the  imputation  of  something  done  by  the  apostle  himself,  but  of  another's 
criminal  lK*ha>iour. 

Under  the  law,  Aaron  is  commanded  to  "  put  the  iniquities  of  Israel  upon 
4e  K-apt>-goat,"  Lev.  xv.  21. — The  same  sentiment  is  reinculcated,  when  the 
pM  is  said  to  "  bear  the  iniquities  of  the  people,"  Lev.  xvi.  22.  This  was 
plainly  an  imputation,  yet  could  not  possibly  be  the  imputation  of  any- 
lUiig  done  by  the  devoted  animal.  Tlie  effects  which  took  place  upon  the 
CKCQtion  of  this  ordinance,  indicate  a  translation  of  guilt ;  for  the  congre- 
^ptionwas  cleansed,  but  the  goat  polluted.  The  congregation  so  cleansed, 
Ikit  their  iniquities  were  conveyed  away,  and  to  be  found  no  more  ;  the  goat 
•  polluted,  that  it  conmiunicated  defilement  to  the  person  who  conducted  it 
the  land  not  inliabited.     All  this  was  God's  own  appointment,  and  de- 


•Xam.  xviii.  27.    ^OT^y)   exactly  answers  to  St.    Paul's  tkayicrh,   Rom.  iv.  9.— The 
■Be  phrase  is  used,  and  the  same  doctrine  taught,  Lev.  xvii.  3,  4.     Thus  also  saith  the 
inal  Judge  concerning  the  believers  in  Christ :  "  The  righteousness  of  my  Son  is  i»- 
fMid  to  them  :  they  are,  in  the  eye  of  my  justice,  righteous  ;  they  shall  be  dealt  with  i 
ri|ktt<nu  persons  ;  and  made  partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'* 
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Signed^  \ike  tVie  iAi(A.e  «1^  lil^^^  Mosaic  ceremonies,  to  instract  his  chuicli  i 
the  knowledge  of  the  gtea^  ^^iator ;  in  whose  person  and  office  tiiat  wi 
done  really,  which  eleevAve^e  could  be  accomplished  no  otherwise  tha 
t3rpically. 

Ther.  If  this  is  your  meaning,  Aspasio,  I  am  apt  to  think  it  will  be  i 
difficult  matter  to  make  me  a  proselyte.  I  must  be  content  to  pass  for  osi 
of  the  stiff-necked  generation,  since  I  can  see  neither  wisdom  nor  equity  ii 
ascribing  to  a  person  what  he  has  not,  or  imputing  to  him  what  he  does  Bit 

Asp,  It  was  not  Aspasio,  but  his  friend,  who  set  out  with  a  Tiew  rf 
making  pro8el3rte8.  If  I  can  maintain  my  ground,  and  yindicate  my  owi 
belief,  it  will  be  no  inconsiderable  acquisition.  However,  I  shall  not  deqm 
of  seeing  the  partner  of  my  heart  become  a  sharer  of  my  faith.  When  ws 
are  convinced  of  our  numberless  sins,  when  we  feel  the  depravity  of  on 
nature,  and  begin  to  discern  the  inconceivable  sanctity  of  our  Judge ;  tliMi 
perhaps,  this  exploded  article  may  be  found  worthy  of  acceptance,  its 
tution  admired  as  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  its  privilege  coveted  as  the 
lation  of  our  souls. 

Ther,  I  shall  wave,  at  present,  an  examination  of  each  particular,  woi 
only  make  some  remote  observations,  which  seem,  nevertheless,  pretty  neadj 
to  affect  your  scheme.  Some  persons,  I  dare  be  positive,  have  not  so  mod 
as  heard  of  your  terms  ;  many  persons  have  no  manner  of  acquaintance  wifl 
your  doctrine.  Will  you  strike  off  all  these  from  the  list  of  Christians  ?  wil 
you  condemn  all  these  as  desperate  infidels  ? 

Asp,  Not  heard  of  them  !  in  a  Protestant  nation  !  where  the  goi^ 
is  publicly  preached,  and  the  Bible  in  every  one's  hand !  This,  if  tiii^ 
is  much  to  be  lamented. 

In  answer  to  your  question : — It  is  not  my  custom,  much  less  is  it  iqr 
prerogative,  to  condemn  others.  Has  God  committed  all  judgment  unto  ma^ 
that  I  should  presume  to  anticipate  the  decisive  sentence,  or  launch  tti 
thunderbolts  of  eternal  vengeance  ?  Neither  do  I  affirm  the  condition  d 
such  persons  to  be  desperate.  There  may  be  those  who  have  no  exjrfidi 
knowledge  of  the  doctrine,  who  are  even  prejudiced  against  the  expresBscM^ 
yet  live  under  the  belief  of  the  truth,  and  in  the  exercise  of  tiie  ^la^ 
"  They  are  never  diverted,  by  the  splendour  of  anything  that  is  great,  or  by 
the  conceit  of  anything  that  is  good  in  them,  from  looking  upon  themselm 
as  sinful  dust  and  ashes."  Their  whole  dependence  is  upon  that  Just  Om| 
who  expired  on  the  cross,  and  whom  the  heavens  have  received.  They  seel 
the  sanctifying  Spirit,  in  consequence  of  their  Saviour's  death,  and  gifl 
all  diligence  to  ''  add  to  their  faiUi  virtue,"  2  Pet.  i.  5. 

Ther,  If  people  may  be  safe,  and  their  eternal  interests  secure,  wiihmil 
any  knowledge  of  these  particularities,  why  should  you  offer  to  pusde  thdi 
heads  about  a  few  unnecessary  scholastic  terms  ? 

Asp,  Scriptural  terms,  you  should  have  said,  Theron.  However,  we  an 
not  very  solicitous  as  to  the  credit,  or  tlie  use,  of  any  particular  set  o 
phrases.  Only  let  men  be  humbled,  as  repenting  criminals,  at  the  Bedeemei'! 
feet ;  let  them  rely,  as  devoted  pensioners,  on  his  precious  merits ;  and  thq 
are  undoubtedly  in  the  way  to  a  blissful  immortality.  Yet  wiU  thdr  wq 
be  less  clear,  and  their  steps  more  embarrassed,  by  not  distinctly  understanji 
mg  the  beni;^  genius  of  the  gospel.  A  proper  information  in  this  impoitoi 
l>oiat   would  shed  light  upon  their  paths^  and  eucoxita;^  ^«iii  va  ^M 
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joofiiej  ;  ^wonld  fbrther  their  progrew  in  vital  holiness,  and  increase  their  joy 
in  the  Lord. 

Tker,  The  followers  of  your  opinion,  I  have  observed,  are  perpetuaUy 
dwelHiig  upon  this  one  favourite  topic,  to  the  exclusion  of  that  grand  and 
truly  easratial  part  of  Christianity-— sanctification. 

Asp.  If  you  have  ever  taken  notice  of  such  a  conduct,  you  are  unquestion* 
Mj  right  in  withholding  your  approbation.  It  is  a  manifest  incongruity, 
and  deserves  jrour  censure.  But,  assure  yourself,  it  proceeds  from  a  misap- 
pieheiisioii  in  the  persons,  and  ^has  no  connexion  with  the  nature  of  the 
doctrine. 

I  am  fitf,  very  far,  from  reducing  the  various  parts  of  Christianity  (which 
when  connected  make  up  so  well-proportioned  a  system)  to  this  single,  how- 
ever distinguished  branch.  Sanctification  is  equally  necessary,  both  to  our 
present  peace  and  to  our  final  felicity.  Indeed  they  are  as  reciprocally  neces- 
sary for  the  purposes  of  intellectual  and  eternal  happiness,  as  the  heart  and 
the  lungs  are  to  the  subsistence  of  the  animal  economy.  The  former  Ynust 
tnmsmit,  the  latter  must  refine,  the  vital  fluid ;  or  else  disease  will*  take 
pboe,  and  death  will  ensue.  My  intention  is,  that  those  fundamental  truths 
of  the  goepel,  like  these  master  organs  in  the  body,  may  have  each  its  proper 
office  assigned  ;  each  concur  to  support  the  better  healUi,  and  to  promote  the 
ipiritual  growth,  of  the  Christian. 

Tker,  Other  of  your  zealous  folks  I  have  known,  who  are  all  for  the  sane- 
tifnng  influence  of  the  Spirit,  and  reckon  this  affiance  on  the  Saviour's  merits 
MBODg  the  beggariy  elements  of  religion.  They  scarce  over  mention  what 
Christ  has  done  for  us,  but  insist  wholly  upon  what  he  does  in  us.  When 
the  religious  people  are  so  divided  among  themselves  *,  how  can  a  stranger 
act  ?  which  opinion  shall  he  choose  ? 

Aip,  Which,  Theron  !  Let  him  discard  neither,  but  associate  both.  If  the 
aO-gracious  Redeemer  has  poured  out  his  blood  on  the  cross  that  my  guilt  may 
he  expiated,  and  presents  his  intercession  in  heaven  that  I  may  be  endued 
with  the  Spirit ;  if  he  will  be  the  meritorious  cause  of  my  justification,  and 
the  q)erative  principle  of  my  sanctification,  why  should  I  scruple  to  receive 
bun  in  either,  in  both  capacities  ?  Who  would  lop  off  the  right  hand,  in  order 
to  impart  the  higher  dignity  or  the  greater  importance  to  the  left  ?  I  would 
Itt  no  partialist  in  Christianity ;  neither  diminish  her  dowry,  nor  mutilate 
ker  privileges. 

Tker.  You  seem,  if  not  to  mutilate,  yet  to  split  the  merits  of  Christ,  and 
pticel  out  the  efficacy  of  his  mediatorial  undertaking ;  ascribing  so  much  to 
Us  active,  and  so  much  to  his  passive  righteousness ;  pardon  to  this,  and  life 
to  that 

Aip,  Some,  perhaps,  may  be  pleased  with  this  way  of  stating  the  matter. 
Bat  it  is  a  method  which  I  neither  attempt  to  defend,  nor  wish  to  imitate. 
To  distingui^  between  the  active  and  passive  righteousness,  I  think  is  not 

*  Theron's  inquiry  concerning  these  two  particulars  is  sometimes  made  an  objection 
agunst  all  religion.  But  have  those  who  adopt  this  objection  never  seen  naturalists 
Mded  io  their  judgment,  with  relation  to  the  design  and  use  of  several  appearances  in 
the  material,  the  vegetable,  the  animal  creation,  while  one  decries  as  a  nuisance  what 
■DOtber  admires  as  a  beauty  ?  Yet  no  one,  I  believe,  ever  took  it  into  his  head,  from  such 
a  diveraity  of  opinions,  to  doubt  whether  the  frame  of  nature  is  a  just,  a  regular,  and  a 
iaiihed  system  ;  or  to  deny,  that  power^  goodness,  and  wisdom,  support,  pervade,  and 
firect  the  whole. 
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amise ;  because  tliis  seta  the  fulneaa  of  our  Lard's  merit  in  llie  cleartret  Ugbtj 
and  gives  the  completeet  honour  to  God'a  holy  law.  But  to  divide  themmk 
detached  portions,  independent  on  each  other,  eecme  to  be  fanciful,  rather  fliu 
judicious.  For,  had  cither  part  of  the  mediatorial  obedience  been  wanting, 
I  apprclii-nd  neither  pardon,  nor  acceptance,  nor  any  spiritual  blessing,  couU 
have  been  vouclisafed  to  fallen  man. 

The  two  parts  arc  inseparable  ;  making,  in  their  conneicion,  a  necemuy  ud 
noble  whole  for  tbc  itccomplishment  of  out  salvation  ;  just  as  the  light  and  th 
heat  of  yonder  sun  blend  their  operation,  to  produce  this  delightful  day,  ni 
this  fruitful  weather.  Mowever,  therefore,  I  may  happen  to  exprei*  mywl^ 
I  never  connder  them  as  acting  in  the  exclusive  sense;  hut  would  ilwtjf 
bavo  them  understood  as  a  grand  and  gloriouti  aggregate ;  looking  npon  on 
Saviour's  universal  obedience,  which  commenced  at-his  incarnation,  was  cuiied 
on  through  his  life,  and  terminated  in  his  death — looking  upon  alt  this,  in'pa 
collective  fomi,  as  the  object  of  my  faith,  and  tlie  foundation  of  my  hopes. 

Tker.  I  think  you  lay  too  much  stress  upon  thb  controverted,  andp^hipt 
merely  speculative  jioint. 

Afp.  Merely  speculative  .'  Say  not  thus,  my  dear  friend.  "  How  I  lu^ 
be  justified  before  God,  my  Maker,  my  Governor,  and  my  Judge,"  is  on  in- 
quiry, of  all  others,  the  most  interesting  and  important.  Itisthenuunhing* 
on  which  every  instance  of  practical  religion  turns.  True  comfort,  willt^ 
obedience,  holy  communion  with  the  divine  Majesty,  all  depend  npon  tlus 
capital  piii 
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[  \nvte  admired,  O  that  I  could  imitate  !  the  beautiful  example  of  St.  Paul. 

VHien  Festus,  forgetting  the  dignity  of  the  governor,  and  the  politeness  of  the 

gentleman,  uttered  that  indecent  reflection,  ^'  Paul,  thou  art  beside  thyself; 

fliQch  learning  doth  make  thee  mad : "  did  the  great  preacher  of  Christianity 

Idndle  into  resentment?     The  charge  was  unjust  and  abusive.     But  the 

apostle,  with  the  most  perfect  command  of  himself,  returned  the  softest,  yet 

the  most  spirited  answer  imaginable.     ^*  I  am  not  mad,  most  noble  Festus ; 

Vot  speak  the -words  of  truth  and  soberness,"  Acts  xzvi.  24,  25.     Inexpressi- 

Uy  graceful  was  this  calm  and  obliging  reply.     Though  short,  infinitely  more 

coDTincing  than  a  whole  torrent  of  bitter  or  recriminating  words.     It  dis- 

lined  the  judge  of  his  rising  displeasure  ;  it  conciliated  the  favour  of  his  royal 

nmsor;  and  brought  honour  to 'the  Christian  cause. 

This  amiable  self-regimen,  and  moderation  of  temper,  I  shall  be  sure  to  see 

,  emni^ified  in  my  friend's  conversation,  however  I  may  fail  of  it  myself,  or  be 

proof  against  all  his  arguments. 

Agf»  Ah  !  Theron,  we  want  no  monitor  to  remind  us  of  our  supposed  ex- 
cellencies. And  if  you  hegin  with  your  compliments,  it  is  time  to  put  an  end 
to  oar  discourse. 

On]y  let  me  just  observe,  that  divine  truths  cannot  be  pro]^rly  discerned 
kt  by  the  enlightening  influences  of  the  divine  Spirit.  We  must  address 
oanelves  to  this  inquiry,  not  only  with  unprejudiced  minds,  but  likewise  with 
pnying  hearts.  We  must  bring  to  this  dispute,  not  barely  the  quiver  of 
logic,  but  that  "  unction  from  the  Holy  One,  which  may  teach  us  all  things," 
I  John  ii.  20,  27-     Let  us  then  adopt  the  poet's  aspiration  : 

-Thou  celestial  Light, 


Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers 

Irradiate :  there  plant  eyes  ;  all  mist  from  thence 

Purge  and  disperse  I  Milton,  B.  iii.  1.  51. 


DIALOGUE  IIL 


Ther.  We  are  now,  Aspasio,  about  two  miles  diHtant  from  my  house.  The 
br?e-road  lies  through  a  narrow  dusty  lane  ;  the  footpath  leads  along  a 
Kpacious  pleasant  meadow.  Suppose  we  deliver  our  horses  to  the  servant,  and 
walk  the  remainder  of  the  way  i 

Afp.  You  could  not  make  a  proposal  more  agreeable  to  my  inclination ; 
especially  as  the  air  is  bceonie  cool,  and  the  walk  is  so  inviting. 

What  a  magnificent  and  charming  scene  !  Hills  on  either  side,  gently 
lising,  and  widely  spreading ;  their  summits  crowned  with  scattered  x-illagcs 
i»l  clust<'ring  trees  ;  their  slopes  divided  into  a  beauteous  chequer- work,  con- 
Mting  partly  of  tillage  with  its  waving  crops,  partly  of  pasturage  witli  its 
eraring  herds.  Before  us,  the  trefoil,  the  clover,  and  a  variety  of  grassy 
plants,  differently  bladed  and  differently  branched,  weave  themselves  into  a 
arpet  of  living  green.  Can  any  of  the  manufactures  formed  in  the  looms^ 
»  extended  in  the  palaces  of  Persia,  vie  with  the  covering  of  this  ample  area 
rie  with  it,  in  grandeur  of  size,  or  delicacy  of  decoration  ?  ^ 

What  a  profusion  of  the  gayest  flowers,  fringing  the  banks,  and  embroia^ 
ng  the  plain  I 


^  ^,|^  ^'^  A8PABI0. 

VJiLikloiit  wvs^  ^  .  "^  ^tne,  and  plays  at  will 
Het  ^T^ui^^f*  '  ^^uring  forth  more  sweet, 
wad  a\>o^t  raVe  «^  ^^t,  enormous  bUss  I  Miltok,  B.  w. 

Nothing  can  be  bnghter  ti^titi  the  lustre  of  those  silver  daisies,  nothiiig 
deeper  than  the  tinge  of  those  golden  crowfoots ;  yet  both  seem  to  acqain 
additional  beauty,  by  succeeding  to  the  deformity  of  winter,  and  flouiiduag 
amidst  so  much  surrounding  verdure. 

Ther,  Nature  is  truly  in  her  prime.  The  vegetable  tribes  are  putting  on 
their  richest  attire.  Those  chestnuts,  on  our  right  hand,  begin  to  rear  thfiii 
flowering  pyramids ;  those  willows,  on  our  left,  are  tipped  with  tassels  of  giey ; 
and  yonder  poplars,  which  overlook  the  river,  and  seem  to  command  the 
meadows,  are  pointed  with  rolls  of  silver. 

The  hawthorn,  in  every  hedge,  is  partly  turgid  with  silken  gems,  partly  dis- 
solved into  a  milk-white  bloom :  Not  a  straggling  furze,  nor  a  solitary  thicket^ 
but  wears  a  rural  nosegay.  All  is  a  delightful  display  of  present  fertility, 
and  a  joyous  pledge  of  future  plenty.  Now  we  experience  what  the  royti 
poet,  in  very  delicate  imagery,  describes :  "  The  winter  is  past :  the  rain  it 
over  and  gone.  The  flowers  appear  on  the  earth  ;  the  time  of  the  singing  of 
birds  is  come  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land.  The  fig-tree 
putteth  forth  her  green  figs ;  and  the  vine,  with  the  tender  grapes,  give 
a  good  smell ;"  Cant.  ii.  11 — 13. 

Asp.  Your  quotation  and  the  scene  remind  me  of  a  remark,  which  should 
have  taken  place  in  our  last  night's  discourse.  When  we  were  enumerating 
the  excellencies  of  the  sacred  writings,  methinks  we  might  have  added, — An 
you  fond  of  pastoral,  in  all  its  flowery  graces,  and  blooming  honours  ?  Never 
have  we  seen  such  excellent  touches  of  rural  painting,  or  such  sweet  images 
of  endeared  affection,  as  in  the  "  Song  of  Songs,  which  is  Solomon's.'^  AH 
the  brilliant  and  amiable  appearances  in  nature  are  employed,  to  delineate 
the  tenderness  of  his  heart,  who  is  love  itself;  to  portray  the  beauty  of  Ids 
person,  who  is  the  chiefest  among  ten  thousand ;  and  describe  the  happinen 
of  those  souls,  whose  "fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son 
Jisus  Christ ;"  1  John  i.  3. 

See,  Theron,  what  the  cheering  warmth  and  the  genial  showers  of  spring 
have  done !  Such  a  change,  so  pleasing  and  so  ennobling,  the  gospel  of 
Christ  introduces  into  the  soul.  Not  a  day,  scarce  an  hour  passes,  but  this 
season  of  universal  fecundity  produces  something  new.  And  is  there  any 
state,  or  any  circumstance  of  life,  on  which  the  faith  of  Christ  does  not  exert 
a  similar  efficacy,  and  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God  ? 

This  is  supposed  to  be  the  spiritual  meaning  of  that  fine  descriptive  picture 
which  you  have  borrowed  from  the  Canticles.  It  displays  the  benign  agency 
of  grace  and  its  doctrines,  especially  of  our  Lord's  satisfaction  for  sin,  and  of  his 
righteousness  imputed  to  sinners.  These  operate  with  much  the  same  favourable 
and  happy  energy,  both  on  our  morals  and  our  comforts,  as  the  sweet  influences 
of  the  vernal  sun  operate  on  the  sprouting  herbs  andopening  flowers. 

Ther.  If  such  were  the  effects  of  your  doctrine,  it  would  stand  the  iaii^ 
chance  for  general  acceptation.  But  there  are  several  weighty  scruples  to  be 
removed,  before  persons  of  a  liberal  and  enlarged  way  of  thinking  can 
acquiesce  in  your  opinion.  Who,  for  instance,  can  persuade  himself^  that 
wbaiyou  call  the  satisfaction  of  Christ  is  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  lea* 
with  the  perfections  of  the  Deity  \ 
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Awp.  Let  gentlemen  be  candid  in  their  inquiries,  and  tnily  liberal  in  their 
way  of  thinking;  then,  I  flatter  myself,  these  scruples  may  be  removed 
withoat  mudi  difficulty. 

God,  the  almighty  Creator  and  supreme  Oovernor  of  the  worid,  having 
ade  man,  gave  him  a  law,  with  a  penalty  annexed  in  case  of  disobedience. 
This  sacred  law  our  forefather  Adam  presumptuously  broke ;  and  we,  his 
poilmty,  were  involved  in  his  guilt.  Or,  should  that  point  be  controverted, 
we  have  undeniably  made,  by  many  personal  transgressions,  his  apostacy 
oar  own  ;  insomuch  that  all  have  sinned,  have  forfeited  their  happiness,  aikl 
midered  themselves  obnoxious  to  punishment. 

Man  being  thus  ruined,  none  could  recover  him,  except  his  injured  Maker. 
Rvt  shall  he  be  recovered,  shall  he  be  restored,  without  suflering  the  punish- 
flKiit  due  to  his  crime,  and  threatened  by  his  Creator  ?  What  then  will  be- 
come of  the  justice  of  the  divine  Lawgiver  ?  and  how  shall  the  honour  of  his 
koly  law  be  maintained  ?  At  this  rate,  who  would  reverence  its  authority, 
m  fear  to  violate  its  precepts  ? 

Sinners  might  be  emboldened  to  multiply  their  transgressions,  and  tempted 
lo  think,  that  the  God  of  immaculate  holiness,  the  God  of  unchangeable 
fcncity,'^^  is  altogether  such  an  one  as  themselves." 

Does  it  not  appear  needful  that  some  expedient  be  devised,  in  order  to  pre- 
Tent  those  dishonourable  and  horrid  consequences  ? 

Ther.  Proceed  to  inform  us  what  the  expedient  is. 

Aip,  To  ascertain  the  dignity  of  the  supreme  administration,  yet  rescue 
mankind  from  utter  destruction,  this  admirable  purpose  was  formed,  and  in 
ihe  fulness  of  time  executed.  The  second  Person  of  the  ever-blessed  Trinity 
imites  the  human  nature  to  the  di'vine,  submits  himself  to  the  obligations  of 
bis  people,  and  becomes  responsible  for  all  their  guilt.  In  this  capacity 
be  performs  a  perfect  obedience,  and  undergoes  the  sentence  of  death ;  makes 
a  foil  expiation  of  their  sins,  and  establishes  their  title  to  life.  By  which 
Bieans  the  law  is  satisfied,  justice  is  magnified,  and  the  richest  grace  exercised. 
Man  enjoys  a  great  salvation,  not  to  the  discredit  of  any,  but  to  the  unspeak- 
able glory  of  all,  the  divine  attributes. 

This  is  what  we  mean  by  Christ's  satisfaction.  And  this,  I  should 
imagine,  wants  no  recommendation  to  our  unprejudiced  reason ;  as  I  am 
nre  it  is  most  delightfully  accommodated  to  our  distressed  condition.  It  is 
also  confirmed  by  many  express  passages  of  Scripture,  and  illustrated  by  a 
variety  of  very  ragnificant  images. 

Ther.  Pray,  let  mo  be  favoured  with  some  of  your  scriptural  images. 
After  which  we  may  inquire,  whether  your  doctrine  will  stand  the  test  of  reason. 

Aip.  What  is  your  notion  of  a  ransom  ?  When  Priam  redeemed  the  dead 
body  of  Hector  from  the  victorious  Achilles,  how  was  it  done  ? 

Ther.  By  pa3ring  a  price.  Thus  Fabius  recovered  the  captives  which  were 
taken  by  Hannibal.  He  transmitted  the  sum  required,  and  they  were  dis- 
charged from  their  confinement. 

Atp.  Such  is  the  redemption  procured  for  sinners  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Of  such  a  nature  (though  incomparably  more  grand  and  august  in  all  its 
circumstances),  and  expressed  by  the  very  same  word  *,  "  The  Son  of  Man 

•  k»r^  »^»X9r^am,  are  u«cd  in  this  precise  signification  by  the  most  approved  authors 

of  Greece, — A«y«^^^it«  Xvt^  AfttCa^iuu  rm  atxt^^^Mr»vsax%>.aZt,  says  Plutarch.  Ow^fT^i/ 

••^(•Tw  ii>i«  ^MPMBi  Tj»»  '^vxf""^**'^'^C**  "^^  wXXmVf  says  our  blessed  Saviour,  Matth.  xx. 

29.  —Aa-tXjfr^afn   TviXmp^t^p  $ppsa,    18    tbc  lADguoge  of   Demosthcnes.     E»   ••   ^X*!*"^^  **■*'* 

M^tAt^Tigm^,,  hm  rtv  m^^tartf  aurw,  are  the  wotda  of  St.  Paul,  Eph.i.7. 
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came  not  to  be  Tniiuii^teO-  <^     but  to  minigter,  and  to  give  his  life  a. 

ransom  for  many." 

Christ  also  paid  a  price,  &  ^^\  price,  a  most  satisfactory  price ;  in  coa- 
sidoration  of  wliicVi,  our  frecdotlV  from  every  penal  evil  is  granted.  "  Ye  are 
redeemed  *,"  says  the  apostle,  ^^  not  with  corruptible  things,  as  silver  and 
gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ."  Let  me  add  one  text  more, 
which,  in  the  same  style  of  commutative  justice,  asserts  the  same  truth: 
^*  Christ  has  redeemed  us,"  hath  bought  us  off,  ^^  from  the  curse  of  the  law," 
Gal.  iii.  13.     Yes,  my  friend, 

**^  The  ransom  was  paid  down.    The  ftind  of  heaTeo, 
Heaven*8  inexhaustible  exhausted  fund, 
Amazing  and  amazed,  pour*d  forth  the  price 
All  price  beyond.     Though  curious  to  compute, 
Archangels  faiVd  to  cast  the  mighty  sum.'* 

Night  TKaughUj  Na  iv. 

Th^,  Hold  a  little,  good  Aspasio.  Consider  the  consequence  of  wfaal 
you  maintain.  If  there  was  a  ransom  in  the  case,  to  whom  was  it  paid  f 
The  devil  had  led  sinners  captive.  They  are  said  to  be  the  slaves  of  Satan. 
And  shall  the  blessed  Jesus  pay  his  life  to  that  accursed  fiend  ?  Shocking  to 
imagine !  Yet,  shocking  as  it  is,  it  must  follow  from  your  own  and  yvfot 
poet's  assertion. 

A$p,  You  misapprehend  the  case,  Theron.  The  ransom  was  paid  to  CJoi 
"  Thou  hast  redeemed  us  to  God,"  Rev.  v.  9.  is  the  confession  of  the  saints 
in  light.  Satisfaction  w^as  made  to  the  divine  law,  and  to  the  divine  justice; 
the  one  of  which  was  offendcnl,  the  other  violated,  and  both  concurred  to  de- 
nounce the  transgressor's  doom  ;  of  which  doom  Satan  was  only  the  destined 
executioner,  whose  malignity,  and  implacable  rage,  God  is  pleased  to  make 
the  instrument  of  inflicting  his  vengeance,  as  he  formerly  used  the  idolatroos 
kings  of  Assyria  and  Babylon  to  chastise  the  disobedient  Israelites. 

*'  When  wo  were  without  strength,"  Rom.  v.  6.  utterly  ruined,  yet  abso- 
lutcly  helj^h'SH  ;  when  none,  in  heaven  or  earth,  could  afford  us  any  succour ; 
then  our  liord  Jesus  Christ  most  graciously  and  most  seasonably  interposed, 
lie  8jvid,  as  it  is  very  emi)hatically  represented  by  Elihu,  "  Deliver  them 
from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ransom,"  Job  xxxiii.  24.  He 
did  what  is  very  beautifully  described  by  our  English  classic : 


"  So  man,  as  is  most  just, 


Shall  satisfy  for  man,  be  judged  and  die  ; 

And  dying  rise,  and  rising  with  him  raise 

His  brethren,  ransomed  with  his  own  dear  life.*'  Milton. 

Ther,  But  pray,  do  not  you  allow  that  Christ  is  truly  and  properly  God  ? 

A»p,  We  not  only  allow  it,  but  we  insist  upon  it,  and  make  our  boast  of 
it.     This  is  the  very  foundation  of  his  merit,  and  the  support  of  our  hope. 

Ther,  This  may  aggrandise  the  merit  of  Christ,  but  it  will  increase  the 
difficulty  of  your  task.  For,  according  to  this  opinion,  Christ  must  make 
satisfaction  to  himself.  And  is  not  this  a  practice  quite  unprecedented  ?  a 
notion  perfectly  absurd  ? 

Asp,  It  is  quite  unprecedented,  you  say.     On  this  point  I  shall  not  vehe- 
mently contend.     Only  let  me  mention  one  instance.     Zaleucus,  you  know, 

*  1  Pet.  i.  18.    We  have  an  equivalent  expression,  used  in  the  same  signification,  hy 
one  of  the  correcteat  writers  in  the  world, 

"Et  fntnm  Pollu  altema  morteTedemvt.^*  Niii^. 
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the  Locrians,  made  a  decree, — That  whoever  was  convicted  of 
uld  be  punished  witli  the  loss  of  both  his  eyes.  Soon  after  this 
:,  the  legishitor's  own  son  was  apprehended  in  the  very  fact,  and 
public  trial.  How  could  the  father  acquit  himself  in  so  tender 
a  conjuncture  ?  Should  he  execute  the  law  in  all  its  rigour, 
?  worse  than  death  to  the  unhappy  youth  :  Should  he  pardon  so 
elinquent,  this  would  defeat  the  design  of  his  salutary  institution, 
bh  these  inconveniences,  he  ordered  one  of  his  own  eyes  to  be 
nd  one  of  his  son's,  by  which  means  the  rights  of  justice  were 
iolate,  yet  the  tenderness  of  a  parent  was  remarkably  indulged : 
not  venture  to  say,  that  in  this  case  Zaleucus  both  received  and 
isfaction  ?  received  it  as  a  magistrate,  even  while  he  made  it  as 

:annot  see  how  this  suffering  of  the  father  was  in  any  degree 
o  the  law,  since  the  father  and  the  son  could  not  be  considered 
ic  same  person.  It  may  pass  for  an  extraordinary  instance  of 
ilgencc  ;  it  may  strike  the  benevolent  and  compassionate  hearer ; 
at  the  bar  of  equity  and  reason,  it  will  hardly  be  admitted  as 
isfaction  ;  it  will  probably  be  condemned,  as  a  breach  of  nature's 
himontal  law,  self-preservation. 

it  you  observe,  Tlieron,  I  nmst  confess  has  weight :    It  will 
give  up  my  illustration.      Nevertheless,  what  you  urge  against 
of  the  comparison,  tends  to  establish  the  certainty  of  the  doc- 
Christ  and  his  people  are  actually  considered  as  one  and  the 
Tliey  are  one  mystical  body ;  he  the  head,  they  the  members  ; 
united  to  him,  that  they  are  "  bone  of  his  bone,  and  flesh  of  his 
V.  30. ;  Col.  i-  20 :    by  virtue  of  which  union,  their  sins  were 
him,  "and  by  his  stripes   they  are  healed,"  Isa.  liii.  5.  they 
litv  and  life. 

lere  may  be  nothing  in  the  procedure  of  men  which  bears  any 
to  this  miracle  of  heavenly  goodness,  it  receives  a  sufficient  con- 
ra  the  language  of  Scripture.  He  who  wrote  as  an  amanuensis 
ng  Sjnrit  has  declared,  that  "  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the 
ito  whom  ?  imto  some  third  party  ?  No ;  but  reconciling  it,  by 
lid  obedience  of  Christ,  "unto  himself,"  2  Cor.  v.  19.  And  I 
dily  grant,  that  this  divine  exertion  of  benignity  and  wisdom 
ithout  a  precedent,  and  without  a  parallel. 

8,  I  own,  may  attend  the  explication  of  this  article,  or  be  inter- 
its  consequences.     At  the  same  time  I  must  affinn,  that  our 
IS  of  heavenly  things  are  so  obscure,  and  our  ideas  of  the  divine 
so  scanty,  that  we  may  very  possibly  mistake,  and  fancy  that  to 
/hich  is  only  great,  wonderful,  and  incomprehensible.     Nor  shall 
t  presumptuous  in  adding,  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  all  the 
the  world  to  prove  this  doctrine  an  absurdity,  though  it  should 
an  inexplicable  mystery.     How  many  phenomena,  in  the  con- 
external  nature,  arc  confessedly  mysterious  and  inexplicable ! 
nge,  they  command  our  assent ;  yet  baffle  all  our  researches,  and 
iiost  penetration.     If,  then,  we  find  this  tnith  fully  and  incont6«-f 
ed  in  the  Bible,  we  must  renounce  the  philosopher  before  we  c«J 
act  the  sceptic.  1 


^''N^,, 


^  •*  AXD  ASPJL8I0. 

Thtr.  Let  us  flee^  ^^^!^C!0^  ^  v.^er  it  be  ao  fiiUy  and  incontestably  reyealed 
ia  di«  Bibk.    You  Yim^e  ^'^^  me,  as  yet,  but  one  of  your  scriptuial  inuigei. ..' 

Jgp.  I  have  anuiheT  at  your  service.     Christ  is  called  an  High-piiflik  J 
Wliat  do  yon  take  to  be  the  nature  of  the  priestly  office  ? 

Tker.  The  business  of  ibe  priest  was,  I  apprehend,  to  offer  sacrifices,  aai 
to  make  intercession  for  the  people. 

Jip.  Very  true ;  and  Christ  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  receive  this 
appellation,  if  he  had  been  defective  in  performing  either  of  the  saoeidotel 
fiinctions.  Now,  that  he  offered  no  such  victim  as  shun  beasts,  is  umveraal^ 
acknowledged.  We  might  presume,  therefore,  even  though  we  had  not 
the  authority  of  an  apostle  to  assure  us,  that  *'*'  he  offered  himself  throagh  the 
eternal  Spirit  to  God,"  Ileb.  ix.  14. 

The  cross,  shall  I  say  ?  rather,  his  divine  nature,  was  the  altar ;  his  Mol 
and  body,  each  immaculately  pure,  were  the  holocaust.  These  he  resigned ; 
the  one  to  deadly  wounds,  the  other  to  inexpressible  anguish,  and  both  to  he 
instead  of  all  whole  burnt-offerings.  On  this  invaluable  6blation,  his  inter* 
cession  at  the  right  hand  of  his  Father  is  founded ;  from  this  it  derives  that 
prevailing  efficacy,  which  is  the  security  of  his  standing,  and  the  reoovety  of 
his  fallen  disciples. 

Give  me  leave  to  ask  farther,  what  is  your  idea  of  a  sacrifice  ?  Whoi 
Iphigenia  was  slain  at  the  altar,  what  was  the  import  of  that  memoraUe 
action  ? 

Ther,  It  was  intended,  if  we  may  credit  Virgil's  account*,  to  appease  the 
indignation  of  the  superior  powers,  and  to  obtain  a  propitious  gale  for  the 
wind-bound  fleet  and  confederate  forces  of  Greece.  But  I  hope  you  wonU 
not  make  that  solemn  butchery  of  the  royal  virgin  a  patteni  for  the  Saprems 
Groodness ;  nor  tlic  practice  of  gross  idolaters  a  model  for  the  religion  of  the 
holy  Jesus  ? 

Asp,  By  no  means,  Theron.  Only  I  would  observe,  that  the  custom  of 
offering  sacrifices  obtained  among  the  most  cultivated  nations  of  the  heathen 
world ;  that  tliese  sacrifices  were  frequently  of  the  vicarious  kind,  in  which 
the  victim  was  substituted  instead  of  the  offerer ;  and  the  former  being  cot 
off,  the  latter  wa^)  discharged  from  punishment ;  consequently  that  the  classic 
auUiors  would  (in  case  there  was  any  need  of  such  auxiliaries)  join  with  the 
sacred  writers  to  declare  the  expediency,  and  explain  tlie  nature  of  sacrifices. 
This  also  you  will  permit  me  to  add,  that  if  the  heathens  talk  sensibly  on  any 
part  of  religious  worsliip,  it  is  on  the  subject  of  sacrifices.  Their  sentiments 
concerning  expiatory  oblations  seem  to  be  the  faint  and  distant  echo  of  reve- 
lation ;  and  I  have  usually  considered  them,  not  as  the  institutions  of  mere 
leasoo,  but  as  the  remains  of  some  broken  tradition. 

However,  the  truest  and  most  authentic  signification  of  a  sacrifice  is  to  be 
leuned  from  the  Jewish  rituaK  explained  by  the  gospel  comment.  Do  you 
Rmrmbor  the  Mcisaic  account  of  that  ordinance  ? 

Tlkfr,  Yon  are  much  better  acquainted,  Aspasio,  with  those  sacred  anti- 
quities, and  can  give  the  most  satisfactory  information  with  regard  to  this 
peiticiilar.  Only  let  me  lemind  you,  that  alms  are  styled  offerings ;  and 
pnis».  K-^th  in  the  prophetical  and  evangelical  writingss  come  under  the  de- 
MNBination  <^  sacrifices. 

^^  *  StAfuine  piactsti  rentos.  et  rirgiBc 
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Aw^.  Tkougfa  praises  and  alms  are  styled  sacrifices,  they  are  not  of  the 
[Rvpitiatory,  but  eudiaristic  kind.  They  are  never  said  to  expiate  trans- 
gmaona,  only  are  represented  as  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ, 
Ibat  diYinely  precious  Yictim,  whose  merits  both  cancel  our  guilt  and  com- 
mend our  serrices !  According  to 

Tker,  Stay  a  moment,  Aspado.     Let  me  recollect  myself.     This  may  be 

^  meaning  of  sacrifices,  as  ordained  by  Moses,  and  solemnised  among  the 

Jews.     ^^  Sacrifices  were  a  symbolical  address  to  God ;  intended  to  express 

Mbie  him  the  devotion,  afiections,  dispositions,  and  desires  of  the  heart,  by 

ligmficatiTe  and  emblematical  actions."     Or  thus,  ^^  The  priest  made  atone- 

Best  for  sin,  by  sacrificing  a  beast,  only  as  that  was  a  sign  and  testimony  of 

die  aacrificer  8  pure  and  upright  heart." 

Jtp.  Sacrifices,  I  acknowledge,  were  a  symbolical  address  to  God.  But 
loald  you  confine  their  efficacy  only  to  the  death  of  the  animal,  and  the 
pirity  of  the  ofierer  ?  No,  Theron :  iJiey  always  had  a  reference  to  the  great 
iKrifice,  ordained  in  the  eternal  counsels  of  Jehovah ;  prepared  when  the  co- 
eternal  Son  was  made  flesh,  ofiered  when  the  blessed  Jesus  surrendered  him- 
self to  be  led  as  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter.  They  were  so  far  from  being 
independent  of  this  divine  oblation,  that  they  acted  in  perpetual  subserviency 
to  it,  and  derived  all  their  virtue  from  it.  They  were  the  shadow,  but  the 
body  was  Christ. 

^They  expressed,"  you  say,  'Hhe  devotion,  affections,  dispositions,  and 

deares  of  the  heart."     But  I  rather  think  they  expressed  the  guilt  and  the 

iuth  of  the  offerer.     His  guilt :  for  this  seems  to  be  intimated  by  the  very 

mines  of  the  propitiatory  sacrifices ;  the  sin  and  the  sacrifice,  the  offending 

action  and  the  expiatory  rite,  being  signified  by  one  and  the  same  word  *.   It 

is  somewhat  more  than  intimated  by  the  occasion  of  the  offering,  and  the 

stite  of  the  offerer ;  since  it  was  only  on  account  of  guilt  contracted  that 

piacnlar  oblations  were  made,  and  only  from  a  guilty  person  that  they  were 

required.    His  faith,  or  firm  belief  that  ceremonial  guilt,  which  shut  him  out 

froin  the  communion  of  the  visible  church,  and  subjected  him  to  the  infliction 

of  temporal  judgments,  was  removed  by  these ;  but  that  moral  guilt,  which 

defiles  the  soul,  and  excludes  from  heaven,  should  be  purged  by  some  better 

acrifice  than  these  f.     In  the  exercise  of  this  faith,  Abel  offered  up  a  more 

Mxeptable  sacrifice  than  Cain ;    and  without  this  faith  exercised  in   some 

degiee,  it  was  impossible  to  please  God. 

If  sacrifices  were  intended  to  bespeak  integrity  of  heart,  methinks  the  state 
of  innocence  had  been  the  properest  period  for  their  institution  and  oblation. 
Bat  we  never  hear  of  this  awful  ceremony  till  man  is  fallen,  and  sin  com- 
mitted. If  intended  to  denote  purity  of  heart,  why  should  they  be  particu- 
bily  enjoined  on  that  solemn  day  when  confession  was  made  of  all  the  sins 
of  the  whole  congregation  ?  Lev.  xvi.  21.  An  oddly-concerted  advice  this  ! 
in  which  the  tongue  must  contradict  what  the  ceremony  would  recognise. 
Or,  how  could  it  be  proper,  after  the  violation  of  some  law,  or  the  neglect  of 
some  ordinance^  immediately  to  go  and  offer  a  sacrifice  ?     What  would  be 

•  nWOrr  denotes  a  sin,  and  sin-offering,  Lev.  iv.  3.  24.     ^WH  signifies  the  trespass, 

ami  the  tresspass-offering.  Lev.  ▼   15.  19. 

t  They  *•  sanctified  to  the  purifying  of  the  flesh,"  Heb.  ix.  13.  "  bnt  could  not  make  him 
thit  did  the  ienrice   \  erfect,  as  pertaining  to  the  conscience/*  Heb.  iz.  9. 
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the  language  of  sut'li  a  prat.'tice ?  "I  have  done  vnckedly,  but  my  faeait ii 
pure  and  upright."  Is  this  consietent  with  the  spirit  of  humility,  of  modeatj, 
or  of  common  ingenuity  ?  Is  this  the  way  of  giving  glory  to  God,  or  rf 
taking  shame  to  ourselves  1  Whcresa,  let  the  sacrifice  be  a  tjrpical  expiatin, 
and  this  is  the  eignificnncy  of  the  action,  "Lord,  I  confess  myself  gnihj. 
Punishment  and  death  arc  my  due.  tiet  them  fall,  I  beseech  thee,  oo  taj 
victim  ;  that  thy  justice  being  glorified,  and  thy  law  satisfied,  thy  matf 
may  bo  honourably  displayed  in  my  forgiveness." 

Itcsides.  Tlieron,  what  likeness,  what  agreement  ia  there,  between  the  pnK 
fession  of  iutrgrity  and  nn  unimal  uiortally  wounded,  wallowing  in  it*  own 
blood,  and  struggling  in  the  iLgonies  of  death  ?  'Whereas,  between  then 
dying  pnngs  and  the  punishment  due  to  sin,  or  tbo  sorrows  sustained  by  ^ 
cmrified  Saviour,  there  is  an  ap|>arent,  a  striking,  and  in  various  respects  u 
edifying,  rrseni bianco. 

TArr.  They  declared,  perliaps,  the  sacrifiuer's  readiness  and  rosolation  to 
slay  the  brute  in  himself,  and  to  lay  down  his  life  in  adlierence  to  tiod. 

A»p.  I  do  not  remember  any  assertion  of  this  kind  in  the  Bible,  or  aiij 
hint  to  countenance  such  an  inter])retation.  It  seems,  in  some  caifes,  to  be 
incompatible  with  the  very  nature  of  things,  and  contrary  to  the  expien 
declarations  of  Scripture.  Doves,  you  know,  ]am1>s,  and  sheep,  were  offend 
in  sacrifice.  But  shall  we  slay  the  lanib,  the  dove,  the  sheep  in  ourselvcil 
So  far  ftijm  it,  that  Clirist's  disciples  arc  cither  deucribed  by  these  creatnm, 
or  commanded  to  imitate  their  properties.  "  Be  ye  harmless  as  dove^' 
Miittli.       "  "  ■ 
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An  cxpodtor,  who  cannot  be  mistaken,  has  given  ns  this  interpretation  of 
Ik  pawrhal  lamb:  ^^  Christ  our  passover  is  sacrificed  for  us;"*  declaring 
that  CHirist  is  a  real  sacrifice ;  that  he  was  prefigured,  in  this  capa- 
bf  the  paschal  lamb ;  that  the  circumstances  which  distinguished  it, 
in  him ;  and  the  advantages  which  resulted  from  it,  were  procured  by 
thooe,  in  their  truest  import— these,  in  their  largest  extent.  The 
of  the  apostle  speak  this  sense  to  the  plainest,  simplest  reader. 
Whereas,  to  extort  any  other  signification  from  them,  what  subtilty  of  wit, 
what  refinement,  or  rather  violence  of  criticism,  must  be  used  ! 
Ihe  paschal  lamb  was  without  blemish.  Such  was  the  lamb  of  God; 
[Att  from  all  taint  of  original  sin,  and  from  every  spot  of  actual  transgression. 
A  lamb  of  the  first  year,  in  all  the  sprightliness  and  floridity  of  youth. 
driflt  also  laid  down  his  life,  not  when  worn  with  age,  or  debilitated  with 
■cknesB ;  but  in  the  very  prime  of  his  days ;  amidst  all  the  bloom  of  health, 
ad  aU  the  vigour  of  manhood. — ^The  lamb  was  to  be  slain  in  such  a  manner, 
H  might  occasion  the  most  copious  effusion  of  its  blood.  And  was  not  this 
wy  exactly  fulfilled  in  our  suffering  Saviour?  His  blood  flowed  out  in 
abundance,  by  the  amazing  sweat  in  the  garden  ;  by  the  rending 
of  the  scourge ;  by  the  lacerating  points  of  the  thorns ;  by  the 
Acadfol  nails  which  cleft  his  hands  and  his  feet ;  by  the  deadly  spear  which 
lipped  Gjpen  his  side,  and  cut  its  way  to  his  heart. — Though  the  blood  was  to 
k  m  Uberaliy  spilt,  a  bone  of  the  lamb  was  not  to  be  broken.  And  you 
fiimot  bot  recollect,  you  cannot  but  admire,  the  wonderful  interposition  of 
IVovidenoe,  to  accomplish  this  emblematical  prediction.  When  the  soldicrs^ 
had  received  a  command  to  break  the  legs  of  the  three  crucified  persons ; 
iHien  they  had  actually  broke  the  legs  of  each  malefactor,  which  hung  on  the 
side  of  our  Lord  and  on  the  left ;  their  minds  were  overruled  (by  a  di- 
infloence,  no  doubt)  to  spare  the  blessed  Jesus,  and  to  leave  all  his 
Woes  unhurt,  untouched. 

The  lamb  was  to  be  killed  before  the  whole  assembly ;  in  the  presence, 

other  of  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel,  or  else  of  that  particular  society 

vhich  concurred  in  eating  the  flesh.     And  did  not  the  whole  multitude  of 

Ae  Jews  conspire  against  our  Redeemer  to  put  him  to  death  ?     Did  they 

wt  all  cry  out,  as  with  one  voice,  Crucify  him  !  Cnunfy  him  !    Was  he  not 

orcnted  at  one  of  their  grand  festivals,  and  in  the  sight  of  the  whole 

MKmbled  nation  ? — The  blood  was  not  to  be  poured  heedlessly  upon  the 

found,  but  received  carefully  into  a  basin,  and  sprinkled,  with  the  utmost 

pmetuality,  upon  the  door-plosts.     In  like  manner,  the  blood  of  the  heavenly 

I  Lamb  is  not  to  be  trampled  under  foot  by  a  contemptuous  disregard.     It  is 

'  the  treasure  of  the  church,  and  the  medicine  of  life  ;  io  be  received,  therefore, 

by  an  humble  faith,  and  devoutly  applied  to  our  consciences. — The  sprinklinor 

of  that  blood  secured  every  Israelitish  family  from  the  destroying  angoVa 

iWKird.     So  the  merits  of  the  slaughtered  Saviour-f-  screen  every  believing 

•  ]  Cor.  T.  7.  Would  any  one  venture  to  gay,  **  Paul  our  passover  is  sacrificed  for 
■s?"  Yet  this,  I  think,  may  be,  or  rather  is  in  effect,  said,  by  the  account  which  some 
persons  give  of  Christ's  satisfaction.  The  very  thought  of  such  a  blasphemous  absurdity 
is  too  painfal  and  offensive  for  the  serious  Christian  to  dwell  upon. 

t  Both  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  speak  of  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  1  Pet.  i.  2.  Heb.  xii.  24. ; 
intimating,  by  this  remarkable  form  of  speech,  that  the  death  of  Christ  v^ill  be  of  no  a^lvan- 
»^  to  the  sinner,  unless  it  be  applied  to  his  heart ;  as  the  blood  of  the  paschal  lamb  was 
BO  protection  to  an  Israelite,  till  it  had  tintred  the  posts  of  his  door. 
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sinner  from  thi^  !)troko  of  oflbnik'J  jasticc,  and  from  the  pains  of  et(«a 
death. — What  miist  have  hecomo  of  tho  Israelite,  who,  truHting  to  fl 
uprightness  of  his  heart,  Bhonld  neglect  to  make  use  of  this  divinely  appoinv 
safeguard  ?  He  must  inevitably  have  l*een  punished  with  tlie  death  of  H 
first-bom.  Equally  certain,  but  infinitely  more  dreadful,  will  be  his  cowiM 
nation,  who,  before  the  omniscient  Judge,  sliall  presume  to  plcai]  Iiie  eii 
integrity,  or  confide  in  his  own  repentance,  and  reject  the  atonement  of  {■ 
dying  Jesus.  j 

Ther.  Now,  if  you  please,  for  the  sin  offering*,  whieh  seems  to  have  bti 
the  moat  eminent  eacrifieo  of  them  all.  J 

A»p.  It  was  the  most  compiehensive,  because  it  shadowed  forth  not  oh 
the  death  of  Christ,  btit  his  reaarrectton  from  the  dead,  and  his  ascension  in 
heaven.  As  tbo  various  actions  of  some  illustrious  personage,  which  caaa 
be  exhibited  by  the  piunter  in  a  single  draught,  ore  displayed  inseTenlooi 
partments,  yet  all  constitute  one  and  the  same  grand  historical  picture ;  ■ 
theac  glorious  events,  incapable  of  being  represented  by  any  single  aninl 
were  typified  by  two  kida  of  the  goats,  which  nevertheless  were  reputed  ■ 

These  goats  were  brought  to  tho  door  of  the  tabernacle,  and  there  prcsmH 
before  the  Lord.  Christ  also  presented  himself  before  God,  when  "ho  *■ 
up  to  Jerusalem,  that  all  things  written  by  the  prophets  concerning  b 
might  be  accomplished,"  Luke  xviii,  31.  The  goat  on  which  the  Lord's  ] 
fell,  was  devoted  to  death.  "Christ  also  being  delivered  by  the  detera 
counsel  and  forcknc    "    "         ~  ' 
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iCatioD.     The  high-priest  put  his  hands  upon  the  head  of  the  so^pe-goat, 

with  great  solemnity  confessed  the  sins  of  the  whole  congregation.     The 

of  this  ceremony  is  expressly  declared  in  the  sacred  canon :  **  The 

Ci  thaXL  bear  upon  him  their  iniquity*."  It  is  charmingly  explained  by 
piophet,  ''  The  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all,"  Isa.  liii.  6. ;  and 
pfisi  delightfully  confirmed  by  the  apostle,  ^^  He  himself  bore  our  sins  in 
|vi  own  body  on  the  tree,"  1  Pet.  ii.  24. 

This  done,  the  goat  was  dismissed  into  a  land  not  inhabited,  a  place  sepa- 
~  from  all  resort  of  men,  where  ho  was  never  likely  to  be  found  any 
:  to  teach  us,  that  our  offences,  having  been  expiated  by  the  bleeding 
,  are  entirely  done  away,  shall  never  rise  up  in  judgment  against  us, 
^ht,  according  to  the  prophecy  of  Jeremiah,  '^  When  the  iniquity  of  Israel 
be  sought  for,  there  shall  be  none ;  and  the  sins  of  Judah,  they  shall 
be  found,"  Jer.  1.  20.  It  is  further  enjoined,  that  ^'  Aaron  shall  confess 
the  iniquities  of  the  children  of  Israel,  and  all  their  transgressions,  in  all 
Iniquities,  transgressions,  sins,  are  particularised ;  and  to  this 
of  expressions  the  word  a//  is  added,  to  inform  us,  that  the  least  sins 
the  atonement  of  Christ's  death ;  to  assure  us,  that  the  greatest  sins 
not  beyond  the  compass  of  its  efficacy ;  and  that  all  sins,  be  they  ever 
heinous,  or  ever  so  numerous,  are  forgiven  to  the  true  believer. 
The  high-priest  carried  the  blood  of  the  victim  into  the  second  tabernacle, 
within  the  veil.  So  CThrist  entered  with  his  own  blood,  not  into 
holy  places  made  with  hands,  but  into  heaven  itself.  The  blood  was 
[•friaUed  before  the  mercy-scat,  and  left  in  the  holy  of  holies,  that  it  might 
•hrijrs  remain  before  the  Lord.  And  does  not  Christ  always  appear  in  the 
fnamce  of  €K>d  for  us?  does  he  not  ever  live  to  make  intercession  for 
ii?  to  plead  his  all  sufficient  propitiation  in  our  behalf;  that  the  benefits 
|neued  thereby  may  be  communicated,  ratified,  and  perpetuated  to  his 
people? 

Tker.  These  benefits,  Aspasio,  are  ascribed  in  Scripture  to  repentance 
wad  leformation  of  life,  qualifications  of  our  own ;  not  to  any  such  cause  as 
a  vicarious  sacrifice,  where  the  merit  must  necessarily  suWst  in  another. 
What  says  the  apostle  Peter  when  he  had  just  received  his  instructions 
from  the  Holy  Ghost?  ^'Repent  and  be  converted;"  not  look  unto  an 
itooement,  or  depend  upon  a  propitiation ;  ^^  that  your  sins  may  be  blotted 
Mt,"  Acts  iii.  19. 

Jq}.  It  is  true,  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant  arc  promised  to  penitents,^ 
M  tkm  happy  portion ;  but  ncvqr  assigned  to  their  repentance,  as  the  pro- 
aoiog  cause ;  never  to  their  repentance,  but  to  the  blood  of  the  great  High- 
friest,  called  therefore  ''  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,"  Ileb.  xiii. 
90L;  being  the  condition  stipulated  in  it,  required  by  it,  and  in  consequence 
I  rfwhich  all  its  unspeakable  privileges  are  bestowed. 

'■  Besides,  the  qualifications  you  suppose  are  the  gift  of  the  Lord.  AVc  arc 
1  lot  alile  to  exercise  them  till  Christ,  who  is  exalted  for  this  very  purpose, 
pres  repentance.  Acts  v.  31.  A  conversion  to  God,  and  a  newness  of  life, 
Ue  not  the  effect  of  human  abilities,  but  tlie  work  of  the  diWne  Spirit,  and 
Ae  fruit  of  the  Redeemer's  death.  Indeed,  this  death  is  the  purchase  of 
trery  heavenly  blessing.     Tliis  opens  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  all  its 

•  It  ia  observable,  that  whereas  the  scapc-goat  is  said  to  bcir  (i^Wl)  the  sins  of  Israel, 
etr.  svi.  22. ;  the  verj  same  phrase  is  applie<l  to  Christ,  Isu.  liii.  12. 

D   2 


3^  ^       VN  AND  ASPASIO. 


mexhauBtVble  gtotea.   ^1  ^     ">*iVo  have  the  enjoyment  of  grace,  and  by  th 

the  liope  of  gloiy. 

Ther.  You  "begin  to  1)6  Vn  i^Wptures,  Aspasio ! 

Atp.  Excuse  me,  TVieion*  It  is  not  easy  to  repress  the  salUes  of  deli^ 
and  devotion,  when  we  mxiBe  upon  such  amazing  loving-kindness,  and  aj 
touched  with  a  sense  of  such  immensely  rich  benefits.  A  great  Higfa-priei 
who  is  ^^  higher  than  the  heavens,"  Ueb.  vii.  26.  yet  humbled  hinnelf  ^ 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross !  who  is  ^^  consecrated  for  evermore,"  HU 
vii.  28.  and  pleads  all  his  mept,  improves  all  his  influence,  for  our  coasatf 
mate  felicity ! 

**  What  heart  of  stone  bvt  glows  at  thoughts  like  these  ?  'I 

Such  contemplations  mount  ns,  and  should  mount  ii| 

The  mind  still  higher ;  nor  eTer  glance  on  man  j 

Unraptnred,  uninflamed.*'                        Night  Thougkit^  No.  It.  * 

B.  .  .W.  »^;  ...  ,i«  ...»  ^,  .  ^  o.i»«»,  „  „-| 

your  sentiments ;  listen  as  attentively  as  you  yourself  attend  to  the  likid 
of  that  shrill-tongued  thrush.  ^ 

Ther,  Its  sweetly-modulated  Ia3r8,  eminent  even  in  the  s3rmphony  of  spiiij 
have  indeed  attracted  my  ears.  But  my  mind  is  disengaged,  and  free  | 
your  conversation. 

Asp.  I  can  repeat  a  song,  sweeter  far  than  this,  or  all  the  melody  of  4 
woodland  choirs — a  song,  which  has  harmony  enough  to  make  the  Ixrow  -1 
melancholy  wear  a  smile,  or  to  sooth  away  the  sorrows  of  death  itnl 
^'  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ?  It  is  God  m 
justifieth ;  who  is  he  that  oondemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died ;  yea  imtlii 
that  is  risen  again ;  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  who  ^so  makd 
intercession  for  us,"  Rom.  viii.  33,  34.  According  to  my  friend's  prindpl| 
tlie  strain  of  this  triumphant  exclamation  was  ill-judged,  and  should  hali 
run  in  the  following  manner :  ^  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  our  diaiM 
We  have  endeavoured  to  preserve  a  rectitude  of  disposition,  and  to  penl{ 
in  a  laudable  course  of  action^  Wherever  we  failed,  we  have  been  sonj  f 
the  fault,  and  have  implored  pardon  from  the  divine  Majesty.  What 
shall  dismay  us?  or  who  shall  condemn  us?"  Your  topics  of  coi 
would  be  complete,  without  having  recourse  to  thet  death  of  Christ 
atonement  for  sin ;  or  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  as  an  evidence  that  tk 
atonement  is  accepted ;  or  to  the  intercession  of  Christ,  as  the  cause  -ef  m 
interest  in  that  transcendent  blessing.  < 

Ther,  Since  you  so  frequently  mention,  and  so  earnestly  insist  opi 
atonement,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  the  precise  signification  of  the  won! 
I  am  told  the  original  phrase  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  idea  of  makoi 
satisfaction. 

Asp,  We  may  learn  the  precise  signification  of  atonement,  by  considfflAi 
the  means,  the  effect,  and  the  manner  whereby  the  means  accomplish  Hi 
effect.  The  effect  of  atonement,  is  pardon.  The  means  of  obtaining  it,  ai 
the  death  of  Christ.  The  way  or  manner  whereby  the  death  of  Ghiii 
becomes  efiicacious  for  this  blessed  purpose,  is  the  sovereign  appointment  i 
his  Father,  the  infinite  dignity  of  his  person,  and  especially  the  vicarioi 
nature  of  his  sufferings,  or  their  being  undergone  in  the  stead  of  sinners. 
Ther.  It  has  been  supposed,  aod  is  affirmed  too,  that  our  Saviour's  obedieM 
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aid  death  were  conducive  to  our  redemption,  only  in  virtue  of  his  Father's 
|infl  and  s^^intment. 

dtp.  I  am  glad  it  is  some  other,  and  not  my  Theron,  who  espouses  this 

[ipaioii,  which  is  highly  injurious  to  the  dignity  of  our  Redeemei^s  person, 

to  the  merit  of  his  ohedience.     Neither  is  it  very  honourahle  to  the 

of  the  Father,  unless  we  suppose  him  therefore  to  have  appointed 

death  of  Christ,  because  he  kifew  it  was  fully  sufficient  for  the  glorious 

And  why  should  we  use  that  weak  inadequate  expression,  conducive  to 
mr  redemption  ?  Would  any  one  say  of  Solomon's  elegant  and  sumptuous 
Imple,  that  it  was  conducive  to  the  accomplishment  of  what  Moses  forc- 
hrid  ?  Exod.  xv.  IJ.  David's  provision  of  stones,  of  timber,  and  of  gold, 
if  you  please,  conducive  to  it ;  but  Solomon's  act  was  perfective  of  it, 
the  very  execution  of  the  thing  itself.  Such  are  the  obedience  and  death 
rfClirist,  with  respect  to  our  redemption. 

Tiler.  But  we  forget  the  original  word,  and  neglect  to  inquire  into  its 
psnine  import. 

A^.  The  word,  which  we  translate  atonement^  implies,  in  its  primary 

•Boeptation,  the  notion  of  covering.     Thus  the  ark  was  covered  *,  ^^  was 

•rcflaid  with  pitch,  within  and  without,"  that  all  its  chinks  might  be 

■oiied  agiunst  the  insinuating  attempts  of  the  water,  and  all  its  timber 

Mnded  from  the  injuries  of  the  liquid  element.     When  1^  object,  in  this 

m  any  other  maimer,  is  covered  over  for  safety,  the  covering  receives  every 

Aoek,  and  sustains  all  damages,  which  would  otherwise  fi^  upon  the  thing 

wrexcd.      The  image,   therefore,  is  very  pertinently  used,  to  express  the 

Ine  evangelical  nature  of  atonement;  and  the  word  is  used,  with  equal 

fnpriety,  to  describe  the  mercy-seat  f ,  which  was  a  costly  covering  for  the 

1^  made  of  pure  gold,  and  exactly  commensurate  to  that  sacred  repository. 

h  this  were  lodged  the  tables  of  the  law ;  whose  precepts  we  have  violated, 

lad  to  whose  curse  we  were  subject.     Consequently  the  mercy-seat,  both 

if  its  atoation,  its  extent,  and  its  office,  prefigured  the  Redeemer ;  who 

■terpoees  between  the  law  and  the  offender;   fulfils  the  commands,  and 

nstaiiis  the  curse  of  the  former ;  merits  pardon,  and  procures  salvation  for 

flatter. 

As  some  fine  flower,  having  entertained  our  eye  with  one  beautiful  colour, 
nddenly  breaks,  or  gradually  softens  into  another,  and  gives  us  a  renewed 
pleasare;  such,  mcthinks,  is  the  nature  of  this  delightful  word.  It  is 
expreflifliTe  of  the  hoar-frost;};,  which,  in  a  serene  but  sharp  vrintry  morning, 
eovcrs  the  houses,  covers  the  trees,  covers  the  whole  face  of  nature.  So,  the 
Mood  of  Jesus,  according  to  the  Psalmist's  representation,  covers  all  our  guilt, 
mA  hides  every  offence,  Psal.  xxxii.  1.  Insomuch  that,  when  this  blood 
II  applied  by  the  divine  Spirit,  the  Lord  ^'  sees  no  iniquity  in  Jacob,"  Numb. 
xmL  21.  He  acts  as  if  he  saw  none ;  neither  punishes  the  guilty,  nor  abhors 
fte  polluted  sinner. 

*  fDSD,  Thou  shalt  **  besmear,  cover,  or  overlay,**  Gen.  vi.  14.     Thii  U  the  first  place 
k  nhkh  (vnr  word  occurs.    It  is  supposed  to  give  us  the  genuine  and  native  sense  of  the 

nglish  expression  *'  cover/'  may  be  derived  from  the  participle 


Perhaps  the  English  expression 
"ta'^eopher." 

t  rr.M,  Ezod.  XXV.  17. 

:  Tp2,  PsaL  cxlviL  16.  The  idea  deduced  from  hoar-frost  ia^notso  exa^t  and  striking, 
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The  same  exptcaAotvX^'^^^  "^h  reference  to  a  coTenant,  and  ngnite 
iho  abolition  oi  t\\e  conVt^  ;  which  was  done  by  cancelling  the  deed,  ii 
expunging  the  aTtklcs  of  fitipX^lation.  By  the  covenant  of  works,  all  mn. 
kind  became  obnoxious  to  ^ndemnation,  were  bound  over  to  death.  By 
the  grace  of  Christ,  our  obligation  to  punishment  is  disannulled,  and  Ait 
hand- writing  of  condemnation  is  blotted  out.  Should  you  ask,  How  fl|j[ 
is  effected  ?  By  paying  a  ransom,  and  offering  a  sacrifice.  Should  j# 
further  inquire.  Of  what  this  ranson  and  this  sacrifice  consisted  ?  Of  tatting 
less  than  liie  precious  blood,  the  inestimable  life,  the  divinely  magnificwj 
person  of  Christ. 

Ther,  These  then  are  the  capital  ideas  included  in  the  original  word-ni 
covering  by  way  of  defence,  and  a  covering  by  way  of  concealment. 

Afp.  They  are,  Theron. — As  the  brain,  in  the  animal  body,  is  the  sonMii^ 
of  sensation,  sends  out  various  detachments  of  nerves  to  animate  and  actmlili 
all  the  parts  of  the  vital  system ;  so  these  two  capital  ideas  branch  themsellNl 
into  a  variety  of  subordinate,  yet  similar  significations,  which  run  throiril 
the  whole  economy  of  the  gospel,  to  enliven  and  quicken  the  spirit  cf  • 
believer.  Let  me  instance  in  a  few  particulars.  Tliis  richly  significni 
word  denotes — the  exercise  of  divine  merey,  Deut.  xxxii.  43. ;  the  pardon  4t 
sin,  Deut.  xxi.  8.,  2  Chron.  xxx.  18. ;  a  cleansing  from  guilty  Numb,  xxtltm 
33. ;  purging  from  transgression,  Psal.  Ixv.  3. ;  reconciliation  for  imqui^ 
Dan.  ix.  24. ;  the  pacifying  of  wrath,  Ezck.  xvi.  63.  Do  not  theee  panagol 
(which  aro  expressed  by  some  branch  of  the  verb  that  convejrs  to  us  tki 
idea  of  atoning)  plainly  intimate,  that  the  atonement  of  Christ  is  the  moL 
torious  cause  of  aJl  these  desirable  effects  ?  is  the  foundation  of  every  act  ol 
divine  goodness,  and  the  origin  of  every  blessing,  vouchsafed  to  sinners  ? 

Ther.  After  all,  this  is  the  consideration  which  principally  ofibnds  mt 
perplexes  me :  God  is  a  spirit,  an  absolutely  perfect  and  infinitely  pDi| 
being ;  remote,  inconceivably  remote,  from  whatever  is  gross  or  corperaL 
How  then  can  ho  take  pleasure  in  the  effusion  of  blood,  or  the  burning  f^ 
flesh  ?  how  can  any  such  low  carnal  inducements  make  him  merdfiil  h 
sinners,  or  appease  what  you  call  his  wrath  ? 

Atp.  Rather,  what  the  Scriptures  call  his  wrath.  You  mistake  om 
doctrine,  my  dear  Theron.  We  never  maintain  that  any  sacrifice  whai-' 
over,  not  even  the  propitiation  of  Christ's  death,  was  intended  to  maks 
God  merciful ;  only  to  make  way  for  his  eternal  purposes  of  merey,  withovl 
any  prejudice  either  to  the  demands  of  his  law  or  the  rights  of  his  justioti 
Our  sentiments  on  this  head  are  exactly  consonant  to  his  own  declaimtiflQ, 
and  his  own  procedure,  in  tlie  case  of  Job's  friends ;  see  Job  xlii.  7*  & 
Though  displeased  with  their  conduct,  ho  was  merciful  to  their  peisonsj 
nevertheless,  he  would  not  exereise  that  merey  till  they  had  first  offeied 
a  sacrifice,  and  acted  faith  in  a  dying  Saviour. 

Neither  is  it  ever  supposed,  that  the  infinitely  wise  and  pure  God  cai 
take  pleasure  in  the  efiiision  of  blood,  or  the  burning  of  flesh,  simply  ooft 

in  our  northern  clime,  as  in  the  more  southern  regions.  There,  the  exhalation!  and  dew 
being  more  copious,  the  hoar-frost  must  fall  thicker,  lie  dee])er,  and  more  fully  correapou 
with  the  notion  of  covering. 

*  Isa.  xxviii.  18.  ^QD  abolcbitur.  '*  Proprie  sonat,  oblinetur,  obliterabitur,  est  enia 
^,*j'2  licbneis  propria  quid  obducere,  atque  indc  (cum  obducta  ct  oblita  dispareant)  delMi 
aho}ere.^^    Thus,  I  apprehend,  the  words  should  be  pointed. 
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ttdcred ;  only  as  they  had  a  icferenoe  to  tliat  noble  and  inestimable  sacrifice, 
which  brings  the  highest  honour  to  his  name,  which  those  slaughtered 
anunals  exhibited  in  a  figure,  and  to  which  eveiy  true  Israelite  had  a  believ- 
ng  regard. 

I  say,  had  a  believing  regard.  For  it  is  affirmed  by  the  author  of  the 
BebrewB,  that  the  gospel  was  preached  to  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness, 
Heb.  iT.  2.  What  does  he  mean  by  the  gospel  ?  The  very  essence  of  this 
Ineroleni  scheme,  according  to  the  apostle's  own  definition,  is,  that  ^'  Christ 
ied  for  our  ans,"  1  Cor.  zv.  3.  How  was  this  gospel  preached  to  our 
ftUien  in  the  wilderness?  By  significant  emblems;  especially  by 
dangfatered  animals,  and  bleeding  victims,  by  which  Christ  was  almost 
mitinually,  though  not  so  evidently  as  in  these  latter  times,  ^^set  forth 
cncified  for  sinners,"  Gal.  iii.  1. 

In  this  sense  alone,  those  carnal  usages  were  worthy  the  wisdom  of  God 
Id  iq[>point,  and  the  majesty  of  God  to  accept.  This  gave  them  a  peculiar 
F  j^giuty  and  importance,  and  set  them  far  above  all  the  similar  observances 
Med  in  the  heatlien  worship.  Tliey  were  also,  when  thus  explained,  thus 
nprovcd,  extremely  profitable  to  believers ;  as  they  directed  their  contem- 
plation to  the  future  sufferings  of  a  Saviour,  and  ratified  to  their  faith  the 
benefits  of  his  ever-operating  sacrifice  ;  which,  we  were  assured  by  an 
labllible  voice,  was  efifectual  ^^  for  the  redemption  of  the  transgressions  under 
the  first  covenant*." 

Tier.  So  you  apprehend,  that  in  those  usages  practised  by  the  ancient 
Jews,  the  gospel  was  emblematically  preached,  and  Christ  in  a  figure  ex- 
hibited? 

Atp,  Most  certainly,  Theron.  And  for  this  cause,  under  the  law  almost 
all  things  were  purged  with  blood,  Ileb.  ix.  22.  The  multiplicity,  the 
Tiriety,  the  constancy  of  their  sacrifices,  were  all  designed  to  impress  upon 
fteir  minds,  and  familiarise  to  their  thoughts,  this  great  evangelical  truth. 
Was  any  one  overtaken  by  a  fault  ?  He  must  present  a  victim,  and  the 
priest  must  slay  it,  by  way  of  trespass-offering ;  to  signify,  that  the  guilt 
^ch  was  contracted  could  be  done  away  only  by  the  atoning  death  of 
Clirist.  Had  any  one  received  a  signal  blessing  ?  A  beast  was  slain  by 
way  of  peace-offering ;  as  a  public  expression  of  gratitude  for  the  mercy, 
and  also  as  an  emphatical  declaration,  that  all  good  vouchsafed  to  fallen 
■an  is  owing  to  the  Redeemer's  ransom.  Was  any  one  to  be  invested  with 
the  priestly  office,  or  admitted  to  minister  in  the  sanctuary  ?  A  ram  or  a 
bollock  must  bleed,  by  way  of  atonement,  and  for  the  purpose  of  consecra- 
tion. Lev.  viii.  22.,  Numb.  viii.  12 ;  in  order  to  testify,  that  no  man  can 
officiate  with  acceptance  in  the  worship  of  God ;  that  no  service,  though  of 
I  religious  kind,  can  be  pleasing  in  his  sight,  till  the  former  is  interested  in 
tbe  merits,  unless  the  latter  is  recommended  by  the  death  of  the  great  High- 
priesL 

And  not  only  by  their  solemn  sacrificial  acts,  but  even  by  their  ordinary 
ineak,  this  grand  lesson  was  inculcated.  They  were  forbidden  to  eat  the 
Uood,  in  order  to  awaken  and  preserve  in  their  consciences  a  reverential 


•  Heb.  ix.  15.     "When  I  reflect  on  these  words,  I  wonder  how  any  one  can  a»'*'^^ 
That  all  the  Jews  died  under  the  curse  of  the  law.     Died  under  the  curse  of  the 
rm  though  the  apostle  has  warranted  it  for  a  truth  that  '*  all  these*'  (meaning  Abri 
Sarah,  Isaac,  Jacob,  &c.)  '*  died  iu  faith,"  lleb.  zi.  13. 
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ii'l  fidticinl  rcjT.ird  to  the  prcL-ioua  blood  of  Chriiit.  The  Holy  Qhoet, 
S4i<Tnin};  a.  rvanon  for  this  eocrcd  jiroliikition,  says  expressly,  "  Bccnuae  the 
ihjod  miikcth  an  atoaemunt  for  your  bOqIs,"  Lev.  xvii.  11.;  tho  hloud  of 
icanbi  typioilly,  the  blood  of  ChriHt  eflFectiiaJly.  0  that  ChristiniiH  would, 
II  thia  particular,  Icam  of  Jews  ;  Icam,  at  least,  from  Jewish  ordinances,  to 

ve  their  attention  incessantly  fixed  on  that  divine  Iligh-priust,  who,  hy 

0  offering,  hatli  perfected  for  ever, — not  barely  conduced  or  contributed 

the  work,  but  hath  fully  oecompliflhed  it,  and  obtained  complete  ro- 
tiiat  are  Banctified,  Ilcb.  x.  14. 

7Vi«-.  Some  offerings  were  made  without  any  effiision  of  blood.  Wliat 
ould  these  mean  ?  or  how  could  they  typify  tho  sacrifice  of  Christ  ? 

Atp.  Perliapa  the  apoetle  might  foreaoe  such  an  objection  when  he  uaett 
hat  guarded  expression,  almott  all  things  were  purged  with  bloo<l.  If,  in 
hese  ea;4es,  there  woe  no  effusion  of  blood,  yet  there  waii  a  destruction  uf 
he  substnuce.  The  meat-offerings  were  consumed  by  fire  ;  which  is  much 
he  same  to  inanimate  things,  an  shedding  of  the  blood  is  to  living  erea- 
nres.  Tlie  same  effect  is  ascribed  to  these  oblations,  as  tu  those  of  the 
'anguinary  kind.  It  is  expressly  declared  of  the  poor  man's  tres|)asti- 
iffcring,  which  consisted  of  fine  flour,  and  was  burnt  upon  the  altar,  "  It 
Jiall  make  an  atonement  for  him,"  Lev.  t.  It,  12,  13.  So  that  here  also 
ivaa  what  we  may  truly  call  a  visible  prediction  of  Christ.     Tlie  offerings 

'liich  flamed,  as  the  victims  which  bleil,  shewed  forth  uur  dying  Lord ; 

'hose  one  "oblation  of  himself  once   offered,"   eoinprised  all  the  qunlitii's. 
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not  by  naked  precepts,  or  abetnusted  truths,  but  by  earthly  similitudes,  and 
(if  I  may  eo  express  myself)  by  embodied  instructions,  such  as  were  level 
to  their  U>w  capacities^  and  calculated  to  affect  their  dull  apprehensions. 

The  institotioiis  to  which  you  hint  were  undoubtedly  mean  and  trifling,  if 
coBsdered  in  themaelvea.  Accordingly,  their  wise  and  majestic  .Author 
eaatioiis  hia  people  against  such  enoneons  and  unworthy  notions  *^  I  spake 
not  unto  yoar  futhers,  nor  eonmianded  them,  in  the  day  that  I  brought 
them  out  of  the  land  of  Egjrpt,  cdncemii^  burnt-offerings  or  sacrifices," 
Jer.  TiL  22.  **  It  was  not  my  design  that  they  should  acquiesce  in  the 
ihadow  and  neglect  the  snbetuice.  I  never  intended  that  they  should  rest 
in  the  poieh,  but  pass  through  these  ordinandes  to  much  sublimer  things. 
dirisi  and  spiritual  blesshigs  were  principally  in  my  view ;  to  which  all  the 
Mosaical  usages  were  relative,  sube^vient,  and  one  continual  manuduction." 
Conaidefed  in  this  light,  as  bearing  a  reference  to  the  ever-blessed  Mediator, 
as  emUema  of  his  person  and  pled^apes  of  his  grace,  they  acquire  a  real  mag- 
Bifieeiioe^  and  convey  the  most  salutary  lessons. 

The  Uood  put  upon  the  tip  €i  the  ear  and  thumb  of  the  hand,  denotes 
oar  penonal  i^lication  of  the  death  of  Christ;  without  which  all  its 
virtue,  though  boundless  and  inconceivable,  will  profit  us  nothing.  Those 
partmlar  parts  of  the  body  may  signify  the  perceptive  and  executive 
foenhias ;  in  both  which  we  ofiend,  an'd  for  both  which  we  need  the  great 
propitiation.  Of  the  two  birds  you  mention,  one  was  to  be  killed,  the  other 
was  to  fly  away,  after  it  had  been  dipped  in  the  blood  of  its  fellow.  Thus 
the  Lord  Jesus  was  crucified  for  our  nns;  and  wo  being  washed  in  his 
blood,  being  interested  in  the  atonement  of  our  holy  victim  and  elder 
brother,  are  acquitted  from  guilt,  and  escape  condemnation.  Concerning  the 
paschal  lamb  it  was  particularly  enjoined.  That  the  flesh  should  not  be  eaten 
raw,  nor  sodden  witii  water,  but  roasted  with  fire ;  and  of  every  offering 
from  the  herd  or  from  the  flock,  and  the  inwards  were,  by  an  express  com- 
mand ci  €k>d,  delivered  up  to  the  devouring  flame.  All  this  was  an  emblem 
of  that  tremendous  indignation,  which  ^^is  poured  out  like  fire,"  Nah.  i.  6. ; 
which  seized  our  immaculate  Sacrifice,  that  it  might  spare  polluted  sinners  ; 
and  which  must  have  consumed  utteriy  any  mediator,  who  was  less  than 
infinite,  or  other  than  divine. 

Had  you  beheld  our  renowned  Newton  blowing  up,  with  great  assiduity 
tnd  attention,  his  little  watery  vesicles  into  the  air,  you  would  perhaps  have 
despised  the  venerable  ])hilosopher,  and  have  thought  him  little  better  than 
a  hoary  idiot.  But  when  you  was  told,  that  in  every  one  of  these  volatile 
aoapy  babbles  he  discovered  the  beauteous  colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  from 
this  seemingly  childish  experiment  he  explained  the  nature  of  that  wonder- 
fid  arch ;  you  would  then  entertain  a  different  notion,  both  of  the  man  and 
of  hia  employ.  So  when  you  discern  the  blessed  Jesus  looking  forth  at 
these  windows,  and  shewing  himself  through  these  lattices  *  of  the  Jewish 
economy,  you  will,  I  hope,  conceive  a  higher  opinion  of  them,  and  derive 
lidier  advantage  from  them. 

Tker.  There  are  several  persons,  as  well  as  ritual  observances,  of  a  very 
mgnlar  character  mentioned  in  the  Mosaic  law.  The  leper,  for  instance, 
the  Naiarite,  with  others  of  the  same  antiquated  and  grotesque  stamp ; 

*  Caat.  iL  9.    The  wonl,  in  the  first  edition,  ia  *'  flourishing  throiigh.**     U  i««&  \ak«a 
Avw  the  H^umw,  without  eonmlting  die  EngliBb,  and  is  a  literal  tranalatloii  ot  y^^X^, 
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vliich  BPCin,  to  mo  at  Icaflt,  bo  many  unmeaning  narrativoe,  that  convey  nt 
nauncr  of  edification  to  rcadera  in  the  present  age.  I  have  friKiiiently  li«d 
m  inclination,  and  now  I  have  a  proper  opportunity,  to  ask  your  opinioii 
ipDD  these  points. 

Alp.  I  thank  you,  Theron,  for  giving  me  the  hint,  Wltat  you  propose  ic 
by  no  means  foreign  to  the  topic  of  our  discourse.  Tlioae  pcreona  were  trulj 
remarkable ;  neither  are  the  ]>Gculiaritics  of  their  case  recorded  in  vain.  Tiity 
picture  out,  in  dismal  and  delightful  colour',  tlie  sinner  and  tlie  Saviour. 
To  know  ourselves,  and  to  know  Christ,  is  true  wisdom ;  is  indeed  the  con- 
summation of  all  knowledge.  Here  we  have  a  lecture  of  hieroglyphics] 
instruction,  on  both  those  important  subjects. 

I  leper  was  an  emblem  of  a  sinner;  seo  Levit.  chap.  xiii.  xiv. ;  hi* 
disease  extremely  afEietive  to  himself,  and  intolerably  loathsome  to  otbera. 

~ s  the  sorest  of  all  miseries  to  the  wreteh  who  commits  it ;  and 

most  detestably  odious  to  the  Ood  ^ho  forbids  it.  Tim  leper  was  seclnded 
from  the  benefits  of  society,  and  all  communication  with  his  fellow-citixfnis. 
The  sinner  also,  while  impenitent  and  unpardoned,  is  an  alien  from  the 
commonwealth  of  Israel,  Eph.  ii.  12.;  witlmut  'any  enjoyment  of  the 
comforts,  or  any  interest  in  the  privileges  of  the  gospel.  If  he  dies  in  tlils 
condition,  ho  must  bo  for  over  shut  out  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  for 
ever  cut  off  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

The  contagion  was  sometjmce  so  pestilent,  that  it  not  only  tainted  the 
clothes  of  the  diseased,  but   spread  itself  over  the  walls  of  his  house,  and 
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maimer  to  the  aervice  of  God.  A  type  of  that  glorious  Nazarito,  who  was 
separated  lor  a  seascm  firom  the  fruitions  of  heaven ;  who  was  holy,  harmless, 
and  nndefiled,  both  in  his  nature  and  all  his  conversation  ;  who  sanctified 
himself,  and  devoted  his  life  and  labours,  his  soul  and  body,  to  the  glory  of 
hb  Father,  and  the  redemption  of  his  people.  The  Nazarites,  even  when 
they  had  discharged  their  vow,  and  were  ceremonially  clean,  yet  wero 
oU^jed  to  offer  a  sin-offering,  a  bumt-ofiering,'and  a  peace-offering.  So  the 
great  Redeemer,  though  he  had  perfectly  obeyed  all  the  preceptive  parts  of 
Ae  fitine  law,  yet  was  required  to  offer  up  a  sacrifice— even  tiie  incompar- 
iUy  predoos  sacrifice  of  himself — in  order  to  consummate  the  work  of 
onr  talvmtion. 

Tktr.  Have  you  a  sufficient  warrant  for  this  strain  of  interpretation  ?  Is 
it  sound,  is  it  rational,  or  conformaUe  to  any  authentic  standard  of  scrip- 
tnral  ezpontion  f  Methinks  it  looks  more  like  the  child  of  fancy,  than  the 
offifpriiig  of  judgment ;  more  like  the  sally  of  a  sportive  imagination,  than 
die  result  of  a  sober  disquisition. 

Yoa  cannot  be  ignorant,  Aspasio,  how  the  ruling  passion  tinctures  the 
whole  conduct.  Hence  it  is,  I  apprehend,  that  your  religious  inamoratocs 
find  heavenly  beauties,  where  Scripture  intended  no  more  than  natural 
truths.  Hence  it  is  that  they  turn  plain  facts  into  profound  figures,  and 
allegorise  common  sense  into  pious  absurdity.  Have  you  never  seen  the 
mystic  interpretations  of  some  ancient,  and,  I  may  add,  some  modem 
divines  f  The  honesty  of  their  design  is  transparent,  and  the  piety  of  their 
lives  is  unquestionable :  otherwise  we  should  be  tempted  to  suspect,  that 
they  meant  to  burlesque  the  Scriptures,  and  disgrace  their  Author. 

Who  can  ever  persuade  himself,  that  the  supremely  wise  God  would  send 
us  to  search  for  a  body  of  divinity  in  a  bundle  of  rods  ?  or  set  us  to  spin  all 
the  mysteries  of  Christianity  from  a  few  fleeces  of  wool,  ring-streaked, 
speckled,  and  spotted  ?  Gen.  zxxi.  Thus  to  expound  the  Scriptures,  is  not 
to  open  them  clearly,  and  apply  them  judiciously,  but  rather  to  whip  them 
into  froth*. 

A9p,  We  have  the  authority  of  our  Lord  himself,  who  has  informed  us, 
that  the  braxen  serpent  lifted  up  in  the  wilderness,  John  iii.  14.  was  figu- 
rative of  his  own  suspension  and  death  on  the  cross :  that  the  temple  built 
on  Mount  Bion  was  typical  of  his  immaculate  body,  in  which  dwelt  all  tho 
folness  of  the  Godhead,  John  ii.  19.  21. ;  Col.  ii.  9. :  that  tho  prophet  Jonah, 
lodged  in  the  belly  of  the  whale,  and  discharged  from  that  strange  confine- 
ment on  the  third  day,  Matt.  zii.  39,  40.  was  an  emblem  of  his  own  de- 
nending  into  the  grave,  and  rising  again  before  his  flesh  saw  corruption. 

We  have  also  the  testimony  and  the  practice  of  the  chiefest  of  the 
apostles  for  our  warrant.  He  assures  us,  that  the  rock  smitten  by  Moses 
had  a  reference  to  Christ,  1  Cor.  x.  4. ;  who  was  wounded  for  our  sins,  and 
IB  the  foundation  of  our  hopes  :  that  the  waters  issuing  at  the  stroke,  were 
significative  of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  flow  from  a  crucified  Saviour j 
that  as  the  former  followed  the  sons  of  Jacob  through  all  tho  circumvol 
tiooa  of  their  tedious  journey,  the  latter  accompanied  the  disciples  of  JesuSJ 
every  stage  of  their  caurthly  pilgrimage.  Let  the  great  teacher  of  the  Geni 
be  our  czpodtor,  and  we  shall  see  the  veil  of  tho  temple  dignified  wif 
ngnificaney,  riiher  far  timn  its  costly  materials  and  curious  woikmt 
'Latter  tuedto  caU aacb  far- fetched  and  unnatural  allegories,  '*  spumwn  «cA^ 
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lis  silk  nnd  embroidury  exhibit  to  tho  eye  of  fiiitU  the  pure  anil  spotless 
fli-sli  gf  Cliriat,  Ileb.  x.  20.  As,  by  rending  tlie  uintiirial  Teil,  the  lioly  of 
holies  becjLmu  visible  and  accessible ;  bo,  by  piercing  tlm  body  and  spilling 
<id  of  Christ,  the  God  of  heaven  was  manifested  and  the  way  to 
I  Lea  von  opened. 

"irery  reader  must  admire  those  divided  waves,  which,  instead  of  over- 
whelming the  Israelites  with  a  resistless  deluge,  stood  liko  a  wall  of  defence 
D  tlieir  right  hand  and  on  their  left,  as  they  marched  through  the  deptha  of 
le  Hca.  Every  reader  must  admire  that  suapended  cloud,  which  spread 
Isulf  like  a  spacious  canopy  over  the  hosts  of  Israel,  and  screened  them 
in  the  annoying  sunbeams  as  tliey  passed  through  the  Eniltry  desert, 
r  admiration  must  bo  heightened,  when  we  find  that  which  was  a  cloud 
ly  day  becoming  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night,  and  illuminating  their  camp  with 
.he  most  amazing  as  well  as  the  most  cheering  splendour.  But  St.  Paul  dis- 
cerned a  greater  glory,  an^  a  deeper  design,  in  those  unparalleled  events, 
riic  people,  he  says,  "  were  baptized  unto  Moaes,  in  the  cloud  and  in  the 
"  1  Cor.  3t.  2.  These  symbolically  represented  the  baptism  of  water  and 
if  fire ;  or  the  application  of  Christ's  blood  to  our  souls,  and  the  efficacy  of  his 
Spirit  on  our  hearts : — in  tlie  fonnur  of  which  consists  our  juatification,  from 
he  latter  of  which  proceeds  our  aanctification. 

I  fear  you  will  think  my  discourse  somewhat  like  tho  journey  jnat  now 
nenttoned  ;   but  I  must  not  wholly  omit  the  Epistle  tu  the  Hebrews,  which 
-■  most  uucxceptionable  vindication,  as  well  as  the  faultless  model,  of 
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Dae  care,  however,  slioiild  be  taken,  not  to  suppose  a  t3rpe  where  there 
is  no  apparent  foundation  of  analogy  in  the  thing  itself,  or  no  hint  of  this  na- 
ture given  U8  bj  the  unerring  Spirit;  lest,  instead  of  being  guided  hy  truth, 
we  are  bewildered  by  fiuicy.  And  when  either  or  both  these  handles  pre- 
sent themselTes,  I  think  we  should  beware  of  straining  the  subject  beyond 
the  bonnds  of  a  just  and  reasonable  comparison;  lest,  instead  of  following 
the  dne,  we  stretch  it  till  it  breaks.  If  the  first  caution  is  not  obsei^cd,  the 
sense  of  Scripture  will  lie  so  deep  or  be  removed  to  such  a  distance,  that  none 
bat  persons  of  the  most  acute  discernment  can  find  it,  or  none  but  persons  of 
the  meet  ezcnrsive  imagination  can  reach  it.  If  the  second  is  not  regarded, 
the  meaning  of  those  divine  volumes  will  become  so  vague  and  volatile,  that 
theie  win  hardly  remain  any  possibility  of  ascertaining  or  fixing  it. 

jUp.  As  to  the  expedience  and  necessity  of  these  cautionary  limitations,  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  agreeing  entirely  with  my  friend.  Let  our  fancy  sub- 
mit to  the  reins  of  judgment,  otherwise  her  excursions  will  be  wild  and  law- 
less. Let  our  seal  borrow  the  eyes  of  discretion,  otherwise  her  efforts  will 
be  blind  and  extravagant.  And  let  all,  thus  tempered,  thus  regulated,  be 
onder  the  influence  of  enlightening  grace.  Then  to  spiritualize  the  ancient 
Scriptmes,  will  be  to  convert  the  stones  of  the  sanctuary  into  the  jewels  of 
a  crown;  and  to  fetch,  not  water  only,  but  milk  and  honey,  from  the  flinty 
rock. 

Then  how  pleasing  must  it  be,  as  well  as  instructive,  to  discover  the  blessed 
Jesus  in  all  the  institutions  of  the  Mosaic  law !  To  see  his  incarnation 
prefigured  by  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  when  the  Israelites  were  to  relinquish 
their  houses  and  lodge  in  bootlis.  Lev.  xxiii.  34.  40.  42. ;  even  as  the  Son  of 
Crod  left  the  bosom  of  his  Father  and  the  scats  of  bliss,  to  inhabit  a  cottage 
of  clay,  and  sojourn  in  a  vale  of  tears.  To  see  our  spotless  and  divine  Vic- 
tim, typically  slain  at  the  joyful  solemnity  of  the  passovcr,  and  the  anniver- 
sary fast  of  expiation.  To  see  his  death,  that  inestimable  ransom  for  our 
souls,  presented  to  our  faith,  in  every  morning  and  evening  sacrifice,  Exod. 
xxix.  38, 39. ;  his  intercession,  that  prevailing  recommendation  of  our  prayers, 
most  sweetly  expressed  by  the  rich  incense  which  attended  .the  sacred  rite. 
To  see  the  various  methods  of  purification ;  some  pointing  at  the  fountain 
for  sin  and  for  uncleanness,  opened  in  our  Redeemer's  bleeding  heart,  Exod. 
xxix.  4.  Psal.  li.  7» ;  others  referring  to  those  sanctifying  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  which  act  as  a  refiner's  fire,  or  as  fuller's  soap,  Numb.  xxxi.  23.  Isa. 
iv.  4.  To  see,  in  the  city  of  refuge,  that  perfect  security  which  Christ's  me- 
ritcnrious  sufierings  in  our  stead  afford  to  every  penitent  and  believing  sinner, 
Numb.  XXXV.  11,  12. 

Was  it  so  very  affecting  and  so  very  encouraging  to  ^Eneas,  when  he  be- 
held the  story  of  the  Trojan  heroes  pictured  upon  tlie  walls  of  the  Carthagi- 
nian temple?  (Virg.  ^n.  1.)  How  much  greater  encouragement  and  joy 
must  arise  in  the  Christian's  breast,  when  he  perceives  the  amiable  lineaments 
of  his  everlasting  Friend  portrayed  in  all  the  peculiarities  of  the  Jewish  wor- 
ship, and  in  the  most  distinguishing  events  of  the  Jewish  history!  Tlris 
most  highly  eimoble  the  Bible,  and  inexpressibly  endear  it  to  our  affections.^ 
This  spreads  lustre,  life,  and  glory,  through  every  page  of  that  blessed  bool 
And  tliough  I  would  forbear  indulging  what  might  be  called  a  pious  wan< 
Bcss  of  imagination;  yet  I  should  much  rather  choose,  in  expounding  the  Scril 
tare»,  to  ramble  with  A  ugustinc  than  err  with  Grotius ;  sec,  or  UutlV  \ 
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my  Saviour,  even  wliere  it  may  not  pcthap3  be  ensy  to  make  out  the  traces 
af  Ilia  dignity  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  a  rigoroua  inquirer,  ratliet  tlian  siiut  my 
;yeB  upon  the  display  of  hia  perfections  when  they  beam  forth  with  the  most 

Tiei:  How  soon  la  tUia  walk  finished  !  How  imperci'ptihly  has  the  tinm 
tole  away  !  Tlicac  garden  gatca  I  always  used  to  approaeh  with  a.  particular 
■omplacency.  They  seemed  to  afford  me  a  welcome  retreat  from  the  imperti- 
lencc  and  vanity  of  the  world.  Now,  methinka,  I  enter  them  with  reluc- 
tance, because  they  are  likely  to  put  a  period  to  this  agreeable  eonveraatioa. 
However,  as  my  Aspasio  enters  with  me,  I  am  reconciled,  I  am  satiiificd.  It 
will  be  in  his  ])owGr  to  restore  the  pleasure  which  must  uow  be  interrupted. 
And  this  is  what  I  shall  ere  long  request,  beiause  I  have  not  spoke  mynhole 
nind  upon  the  present  subject. 

Afp.  Whenever  you  think  proper,  Theron,  Tliis  ia  to  me  ji  favourite 
subject ;  and  not  to  me  only,  but  to  inconipanibly  better  judges.  The  man 
who  had  been  caught  up  into  the  third  heavens,  and  seen  the  visions  of  God, 
'  determined  to  know  nothing  but  Jcaua  Christ,  and  him  crucified,"  1  Cor. 
At  the  grandest  assembly  that  ever  was  convened  on  cartli,  this 
umished  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  topic  of  conversation.  And  in  that 
world  where  the  voice  of  joy  and  thanksgiving  is  perpetually  heard,  thia 
'onstitutes  the  burden  of  the  song,  "  Thon  wast  slain,  and  liaat  redeemed 
IS  to  God  by  thy  blood,"  Rev.  v.  9. 
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dhooM  reecwnmcfid  the  rabjoct  to  onr  frcqnont  diacoimc,  even  though  it  was 
kv  emineBt  lor  intrinric  dignity  and  comfortable  import. 

*TaIkiiig  in  this  manner,  they  aniye  at  the  park ;  which,  the  moment  you 
cater,  fills  the  view  with  its  bold,  enlarged,  and  magnificent  sweep.  It  was 
lifwaified  with  level  and  rising  ground.  Here  scooped  into  mimic  amphi- 
with  the  deer  pendent  on  the  little  summit,  or  shooting  down  the 
precipioe ;  there  raised  into  gentle  hillocks,  some  of  which  were  canopied 
with  a  large  spieading  solitary  oak,  others  were  tufted  with  a  cluster  of 
JKfmng  and  Twdant  elms.  Two  or  three  cascades,  gleaming  from  afar,  as 
Aey  poiu«d  almig  the  slanting  rock  or  the  grassy  slope,  gave  a  pleasing 
to  the  prospect;  while  they  startled  the  timorous  inexperienced 
with  their  foaming  current  and  watery  roar.  Grandeur  and  simplicity 
~  to  be  the  genius  of  the  place.  Eyery  thing  breathed  an  air  of  nobjic 
■egfigenoe,  and  artless  majesty. 

la  the  centre  of  all  rose  a  curious  romantic  mount.  Its  form  was  exactly 
iwnd,  somewhat  like  a  sugar-loaf^  lopt  off_a  little  below  the  point.  Not 
eoeral  with  nature,  but  the  work  of  human  industry.  Thrown  up,  it  is 
sopposed,  in  those  perilous  times,  when  Britain  was  alarmed  by  foreign 
iavaBODs,  or  Ued  with  intestine  wounds.  It  was  covered  all  around  with 
aider  shrubs;  whose  ranks,  gradually  arising  and  spreading  shade  above 
•hade^  composed  a  kind  of  woody  theatre,  through  which  were  struck  two 
or  three  spiral  walks,  leading,  by  a  gentle  ascent,  and  under  embowering 
verdure  to  the  summit.  At  proper  intervaLs,  and  on  every  side  of  the  hill, 
were  formed  little  arborets,  with  apertures  cut  through  the  boughs  to  admit 
a  prospect  of  the  country.  In  one  or  other  of  these  leafy  boxes  you  command, 
at  every  hour  of  the  day,  either  the  enlivening  sun  or  the  refreshing  sliode. 
All  along  the  circling  avenues,  and  all  around  the  beauteous  rests,  sprung 
daffodils,  primroses,  and  violets ;  which,  mingling  with  hyacinths  and  cow- 
slips, composed  many  a  charming  piece  of  natural  mosaic. 

How  agreeable^  as  they  climb  and  wind  themselves  round  the  hill,  to 
reflect  on  the  happy  change  which  has  now  taken  place !  Where  steely 
helmets  gleamed,  or  brazen  shields  clashed,  the  goldfinches  twitter  their  loves, 
and  display  their  painted  plumes.  The  dens  of  rapine,  or  the  horrid  haunts 
of  bloodshed,  are  become  the  retreats  of  calm  contemplation  and  friendly 
converse.  In  yonder  lower  spaces,  where  the  armed  troops  were  wont 
to  patrole,  from  whence  they  made  excursions  to  ravage  the  villages  or 
urrify  the  swains,  the  fallow-deer  trip  lightly,  or  tlie  full-hcadcd  stags  stand 
at  bay. 

Prom  a  small  eminence,  but  at  a  considerable  distance,  gushed  a  couple 
flf  springs,  which,  rambling  through  a  grove,  lost  one  another  in  the  shady 
bhyrinth.  Emerging  at  length  from  the  gloom,  they  approached  nearer  and 
nearer,  and  fell  into  embraces  at  the  foot  of  this  hill.  They  rolled  in  amica- 
ble conjunction  along  the  pebbly  channel  which  encircles  its  basis,  and  added 
their  sober  melody  to  the  sprightly  warbling  of  the  birds.  Flowing  off  in 
enc  common  stream,  they  formed  the  fine  pieces  of  water  which  boautifird 
the  pork.  From  thence  they  stole  into  the  meadow,  and  widened  into  a 
riter.  There,  enamoured  as  it  were  with  each  other,  they  glide  by  wealthy 
towns,  and  sweep  through  flowery  vales ;  regardless  of  the  blooming  toys 
which  deck  the  one,  and  of  the  noisy  crowds  which  throng  the  other. 

So,  stud  Aspaao,  Mnay  Theron  and  his  Selina,  pleasing  and  pVeasci.  vjSAv 
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cacb  other, pass  t\\TOU^^^  busy  and  tbo  amusing  scenes  of  life;  natkH 
captivated  by  t\\o  one,  T^^^  ftuxious  for  the  other.  With  siidi  hannooHij 
agreement,  and  \nd\8So\u\Ao  union,  may  they  pursue  the  course  marked  ckj 
by  Providence,  their  happiness  increasing,  and  their  usefuhicss  enlaiging^  J 
they  draw  nearer  the  Ocean  of  all  good !  Then,  parted  by  a  gentle  tImU 
of  fate,  like  the  waters  of  some  ample  stream  severed  by  the  {hcbb  of  lif 
intervening  bridge,  may  they  speedily  retmite  !  reunite  in  consummate 
and  never  be  separated  more ! 

Ther.  I  thank  you,  Aspasio,  for  your  affectionate  compliment.     Nor 
I  wish  you,  by  way  of  return,  a  greater  recompence,  tiian  the 
exercise  of  such  a  benevolent  temper.     For  to  exercise  benevolence,  i 
enjoy  the  most  refiued  and  exalted  pleasure;  such  as  makes  the 
approaches  to  the  felicity  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  who,  as  the  Scriptoie 
beautifully  speaks,  '^  has  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  his  servants." 

But  while  we  are  seated  on  this  mount,  our  situation  reminds  us  oi  ( 
you  just  now  mentioned)  the  grand  conference  relating  to  the  deA 
Christ — a  business  for  which  you  have  indeed  accounted,  but  in  a 
that  may  be  thought  not  the  most  honourable  to  the  divine  attributes. 

Asp.  I  have  represented  it  as  a  ranson  for  our  souls,  and  a  sacrifice  for  oii 
sins.  -  If  you  disapprove  my  account,  be  pleased  to  favour  mo  with  yovi 
own.  For  what  purpose,  according  to  your  opinion,  did  that  ever-blesMC 
person  die  ? 

Ther.  To  confirm  the  truth  of  his  doctrine,  and  leave  us  a  pattern  of  tin 
most  perfect  resignation. 

Asp.  And  is  this  all  ?  Shall  we  thus  impoverish  the  riches  of  grace  | 
Was  this  notion  defensible,  it  could  never  bo  desirable.  But  it  has  as  litHi 
to  support  it  as  it  has  to  recommend  it.  For,  upon  such  a  suppositi 
whf^rc  la  the  difference  between  the  death  of  Christ  and  the  death  oi 
martyrs  ?  Tliey  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  gospel :  In  their  sufferings 
obedience  and  resignation,  the  same  in  quality,  though  not  in  d 
ITpon  such  a  supposition,  what  benefit  could  the  ancient  patriarchs 
from  the  Redeemer ;  since  none  could  be  improved  by  the  example  of 
patience,  or  the  pattern  of  his  obedience,  till  they  were  actually  exhibi' 
or  how  could  Christ  1>e  styled,  '^  the  I^amb  slain  from  the  foundation  ci 
world?"  Rev.  xiii.  8.;  the  advantages  of  whose  death  commenced 
the  very  beginning,  as  they  will  be  prolonged  even  to  the  end  of  time. 

Not  to  de]>eiid  on  consequential  arguments,  let  us  hear  tlic  exprea 
declaration  of  our  divine  Master  himself:  '^This  is  my  blood,  which  it 
shed  " —  for  what  ?  To  give  credibility  to  my  gospel,  or  yield  an  example 
of  entire  resignation  ?  Rather — ^^  for  the  remission  of  sins,"  Matt.  xxvi.  981 
Will  any  one  attempt  to  make  the  remission  of  sins,  and  the  prof>oeal  of  a 
pattern,  or  the  ratification  of  a  doctrine,  synonymous  terms  ?  They  wha 
can  torture  and  transmute  the  genuine  sense  of  words  at  this  extraordinaiy 
rate,  may  metamorphose  any  expression  into  any  meaning. 

If,  then,  we  would  consider  our  Lord's  death  in  its  due  amplitude,  im 
must  consider  it  both  as  a  pattern  of  piety  and  as  a  ransom  for  sinners ;  m 
must  neither  separate  nor  confound  these  very  distinct,  yet  very  oonsisteil 
efftHjts. 

Ther.  Is  it  not  inconsistent  with  the  acknowledged  principles  of  juaticei 
that  the  innocent  should  be  punished  instead  of  the  offender  ? 
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If  the  innooent  person  has  an  absolute  power  over  his  own  life, 
ij  substitutes  himself  in  the  place  of  the  guilty,  and  by  his  vicarious 
igs  fully  answers  all  the  purposes  of  a  righteous  government ;— in 
90y  which  was  the  case  with  our  Lord,  I  see  not  the  least  repugnancy 
rali^  of  justice. 
Bible,  Uiat  authentic  transcript  of  the  counsels  of  Heaven,  avows, 

avowing  vindicates  the  practice,  ^'  The  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the 
y  of  us  all  *."  When  all  we  like  sheep  had  gone  astray,  and  were 
d  to  the  stroke  of  vengeance,  as  those  wandering  creatures  to  the 
as  beasts;  the  good  Shepherd  interposed,  and  the  just  God  made 
.ngeancc  to  fall  upon  him,  which  must  otherwise  have  been  executed 
18.  **  He  suffered,"  says  another  inspired  writer,  "  the  just  for  the 
*  1  Pet.  iii.  18.  that,  by  expiating  our  guilt,  ^^  he  might  bring  us  to 

now  to  his  gracious  favour,  hereafter  to  his  blissful  presence. 

will  permit  me  to  add  a  passage  from  our  common  favourite,  Milton ; 
B  it  is  no  less  beautiful  in  itself,  than  it  is  pertinent  to  the  occasion ; 
lease  the  critic,  and  may  expound  the  apostle.  Messiah,  pleading  in 
of  fallen  man,  thus  addresses  his  Almighty  Father : 

<«  Man,  dead  in  sins  and  lost. 

Atonement  for  himself,  or  offering  meet, 
(Indebted  and  undone  !)  hath  none  to  bring. 
Behold  me  then  I  me  for  him  1  life  for  life 
I  offer.     On  me  let  thine  anger  fall. 
Acconnt  me  man :  I  for  his  sake  will  leave 
Thy  bosom,  and  this  glory  next  to  thee 
Freiely  put  off ;  and  for  him  lastly  die 
Well-pleas'd ;  on  me  let  Death  wreak  all  his  rage." 

Milton,  B.  iii.  1.  233. 

.  The  fine  imagination  of  a  poet  will  hardly  pass  for  a  decisive 
nt.  When  we  are  searching  after  truth,  we  must  attend  to  the 
I  of  reason,  not  follow  the  vagaries  •of  fancy.  And  reason,  Aspasio, 
aates  against  your  notion  of  a  vicarious  sacrifice  :  Reason,  that 
r  guide,  and  final  test,  both  in  discovering  and  determining  the  sense  . 
»ture. 

Suppose  you,  then,  my  dear  Theron,  that  none  are  in  possession  of 
but  the  pupils  of  Socinus,  and  the  zealots  for  Deism  ?  or  that  none 
se  of  reason,  in  their  religious  inquiries,  but  men  of  this  mould  ? 

^  Wrong  not  the  Christian,  think  not  reason  yours  ; 
'Tis  reason  onr  great  Master  holds  so  dear  : 
^Tis  reason's  injured  rights  his  wrath  resents ; 
.'Tis  reason*s  voice  obey'd  his  glorious  crown ; 
Through  reason's  wounds  alone  thy  faith  can  die." 

Night  ThoughU,  No.  iv. 

t,  you  see,  are  far  from  disclaiming  reason.  Equally  far  is  Christianity 
scarding  the  sober,  the  sanctified  use  of  this  noble  faculty.  When 
a  under  the  influence  and  direction  of  the  divine  Spirit,  we  have  the 
gh  opinion  of  her  excellence  as  yourself.  And  when  thus  regulated, 
e,  I  am  persuaded,  the  sanction  of  her  authority  for  all  our  sentiments, 
on,  as  she  operated  in  the  sages  of  the  heathen  world,  instead  of  re- 

liii.  6.  n  V^JDn  made  to  meet,  or  fall  upon,  in  an  hostile  vindictive  manner  ; 
esign  to  take  vengeance,  or  inflict  death  ;  as  an  armed  man  falls  upon  his  enemy, 
K  tion  on  the  helpless  lamb. 
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jecting,  approved  and  adopted  this  very  scheme;  approved  it  even  under  l| 
disadvantage  of  a  mutilated  and  defective,  or  rather  of  a  perverted  and  dHf 
form.  The  current  language  of  the  classic  authors,  and  almost  every  hiatotli 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  arc  vouchers  for  the  truth  of  this  observation.  As  4 
Gentiles  were  unanimous  in  the  custom  of  offering  sacrifices,  and  equdl 
unanimous  in  supposing  tlieir  vicarious  nature,  so  also  are  the  Jewish  wiii^ 

Ther.  What  man  of  sense  pays  any  regard  to  the  Jewish  writers  f  ^ 
gendary  thoy  are,  and  extravagant  to  the  last  degree.  Dotards  I  mkl 
call  them,  rather  than  writers.  f 

Agp,  Tliey  are,  I  bc^lieve,  extravagant  enough  in  their  commentB  ipt 
Scripture ;  but  they  relate,  with  sufficient  exactness  and  fidelity,  the  |g 
vailing  belief  of  their  natitm.  In  this  case,  their  testimony  is  as 
tionable,  as,  in  the  other,  their  notions  are  chimerical.  Now,  had  it 
mistaken  belief,  surely  our  blessed  Lord,  that  infallible  judge  and  im 
reprover,  would  have  testified  his  disapprobation  of  it.  Surely  his 
pies,  who  were  actuatc^d  by  the  unerring  and  undaunted  spirit  of  thdr  mull 
would  have  entered  their  protest  against  it.  Surely  St.  Paul,  in  his  epMif 
that  very  people,  and  in  his  treatise  on  that  very  subject,  would  havtiif 
himself  to  rectify  such  an  error,  and  have  weeded  out  the  tares  befors  I 
sowed  the  good  seed.  But  tliere  is  not  the  least  hint  of  this  kind  in  aU  ^ 
discourses  of  our  Saviour,  or  in  all  the  writings  of  his  apostles.  | 

Tlicy  speak  to  a  people  who  were  accustomed  to  look  upon  their  8M# 
fices  as  piacular  oblations,  and  a  t3rpical  expiation  of  guilt.  They  speak  4 
our  Redeemer's  crucifixion,  and  the  benefits  of  his  death,  in  the  sacrifioii 
terms  that  were  of  current  use  and  established  signification.  If,  theieftii 
the  popular  opinion  wan  im])roper,  their  manner  of  expression  and  addi^ 
must  be  calculated  rather  to  authenticate  error  than  to  pn)pagate  truth  :.-j| 
that,  I  think,  even  the  silence  of  the  inspired  penmen  on  this  occasion,  is  M 
little  inferior  to  a  loud  attestation.  Did  they  only  say  nothing  against fl- 
doctrine  of  satisfaction  by  sacrifice,  it  would  in  effect,  and  circumstances di- 
sidered,  be  saying  abundance  for  it.  But  they  are  very  copious  and  exjXif 
upon  the  point.  J* 

Ther.  WTiero  are  they  so  copious  ?  If  you  have  such  a  heap  of  their  il' 
gations,  it  will  be  easy  to  pick  out  a  few,  and  give  us  a  specimen. 

A»p,  It  is  as  easy,  Thcron,  as  it  is  delightful.  '*  Messiah  shall  be  w 
off,"  says  the  prophet  Daniel,  "but  not  for  himself,"  Dan.  ix.  26.  m 
whom  then,  and  for  what  ?  Isaiah  informs  us  concerning  both.  ^^  For  A 
transgression  of  my  people  was  he  stricken,"  Isa.  liii.  8.  Because 
an  article  of  the  last  importance,  it  is  repeated,  it  is  confirmed,  it  is  exp! 
with  the  most  remarkable  particularity  :  "  Ho  was  wounded  for  our  tiaiB|f 
gressions ;  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities ;  the  chastisement  of  our  psii 
was  upon  him,  and  with  his  stripes  wo  are  healed,"  Isa.  liii.  5.  Our  Lif 
himself  asserts  the  same  truth  in  the  very  same  style  :  "  I  am  the  good  dW 
herd,  and  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep, "  John  x.  15.  St.  Paul,  in  annj 
titude  of  passages,  sets  his  seal  to  this  momentous  doctrine.  St.  Peter  mdl 
tains  it  in  very  forcible  words :  "  Who  his  own  self  bare  our  sins  in  his  oil 
body  on  the  tree,"  1  Pet.  ii.  24. 

The  sacred  writers  not  only  assert  this  capital  article,  but  use  every  divp 
sity  of  speech,  in  order  to  give  it  the  fullest  evidence  and  strongest  establisi 
ment.     "  He  made  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  the  people,"  Heb.  ii.  IJT 
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Krist  the  righteous  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,"  1  John  ii.  6. : 
d  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,"  Rev.  i.  5. : 
made  sin  for  us,  though  he  knew  no  sin,"  2  Cor.  v.  21. 
S^obody  makes  any  objection  to  these  texts ;  but  the  sense,  the  true 
ich  phrases,  is  the  thing  in  question. 

liat  you  call  the  question,  to  me  appears  so  plain,  as  not  to  want  a 
»r  admit  of  a  doubt.  However,  since  you  seem  to  demand  a  criti- 
y,  it  will  not  be  thought  pedantic  if  I  make  an  observation  or  two 
original  languages;  or  rather,  as  you  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
)n  that  language  of  which  you  yourself  are  a  judge  and  a  master. 
^ie'i  for  all^  then  were  all  dead.  The  preposition  im-c/j,  in  this  con- 
ust  necessarily  signify  more  than  "  on  our  account,  or  for  our  ad- 

Becausc,  if  it  be  taken  in  this  unsettled  rambling  sense,  the  apos- 
lent  is  vague  and  inconclusive.  In  case  our  Lord  had  sufifered,  only 
s  from  some  evil,  and  procure  us  some  benefit,"  this  would  by  no 
)I y  that  all  were  deady  under  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  obnox- 
loomed  to  death,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  The  utmost  you  can  infer  from 
ises  is,  that  aU  stood  in  need  of  a  deliverance  from  some  evil,  or 
?  procurement  of  some  good.  Whereas,  suppose  the  sacred  writer 
hat  our  Liord's  death  was  truly  vicarious,  and  undergone  in  oi^ 
t  he  suffered  what  was  our  due  and  our  doom;  then  the  reasoning 
.  the  inference  undeniable. 

ve  himself,  carrikvrpov  vnep,  a  ransom  for  all,"  1  Tim.  ii.  6.  If  this 
I  ply  the  notion  of  vicarious,  I  very  much  question  whether  language 
xpr(^ss  it.  Avrpov  is  a  ransom,  which  conveys  a  vicarious  sense,  in 
mmon  and  authorized  acceptation.  Ain-t,  which  is  equivalent  to 
jtill  more  fully  ascertains  and  strengthens  the  idea.  Y»rf/»,  which 
d/ar,  and  denotes  a  substitution  of  one  in  the  place  of  anothert; 
to  all,  renders  the  expression  as  determinate  and  emphatical  for 
e  as  words  can  possibly  be. 

argue  from  a  more  obvious  topic,  which  has  no  such  dependence 
cise  significancy  of  the  original  ?  "  Surely,"  says  the  .prophet,  he 
th  vehemence,  as  of  an  affair  which  is  very  weighty;  he  speaks  with 
'  as  of  a  fact  which  is  very  certain ;  ^^  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and 
r  sorrows,"  Isa.  liii.  4.  Wliat  can  this  mean,  but  he  hath  taken  upon 
lat  affliction  and  those  miseries  which  properly  belonged  to  us? 
ad  on,  and  this  meaning  will  present  itself  in  the  clearest  view. 

esteem  him  stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted  :"  we  took  him 
malefactor,  and  thought  that  he  was  punished  for  his  own  miscon- 
opposition  to  which  injurious  and  false  surmise  it  is  added,  "  But  he 
aded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities."  May 
e  borrow  the  prophet's  language,  and  say,  with  an  air  of  certainty, 
lis  is  the  plainest  proof  in  the  world,  that  our  sins  were  the  merito- 
se  of  Christ's  sufferings ;  and  if  our  sins  were  the  meritorious  cause 
BFerings,  our  sins  must  be  charged  upon  him,  and  punished  in  him. 

Matth.  ii.[22.    By  this  word  the  Septuagint  translate  the  Hebrew  nnn.     And 
denotes  the  substitution  of  one  instead  of  another,  no  student  of  the  sacred 
irill  venture  to  deny.     See  Gen.  xxii.  13. ;  2  Sana,  xviii.  33. ;  2  Kinfi^s  x.  24. 
U  i«ri^  Xe**T«v.  *'  We  beseech  you  in  Christ's  stead,"  2  Cor.  y.  20.     l»o  i/wij  <rov 
,  "  that  in  thy  stead  he  might  have  ministered  unto  me,"  Phil.  ver.  13. 
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St.  Paul  affinnB,  that  ^*'  Christ  has  delivered  us  from  the  curse  of  i 
Oal.  iii.  13.  llow  ?  By  takiii;^  our  place,  and  enduring  what  wc  d 
or,  as  the  apostle  himself  npoakH  to  the  same  effect,  but  in  a  much  i 
phatical  manner,  "  by  Ix^ing  ma<le  a  curoc  for  us."  Does  not  this  c 
denote  both  a  commutation  of  portions,  and  a  translation  of  punisluni 
suffered,  who  was  innocent ;  not  we,  who  are  guilty.  He  also  suffc 
very  si^nU^ncc  which  the  law  denounced  on  us  ;  for  it  is  written,  **  C 
every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things,"  Deut.  xxvii.  26. :  to  this 
obnoxious.  It  is  written  again,  ^'  (^irsed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  oi 
Gal.  iii.  13.:  to  this  Christ  submitted.  And  if  Christ  endured  that  V( 
which  we  deserved — if,  by  this  means,  he  delivered  us  from  all  maled 
either  this  must  be  suffering  in  our  stead,  or  else  nothing  can  be  caUe< 
name. 

Shall  I  descend  lower  still,  and  refer  our  point  to  the  detcrmin 
illiterate  men  ?  Ask  any  of  your  serious  tenants,  what  ideas  arise 
minds  upon  the  iK*rusal  of  the  afore-mentioned  texts  ?  I  dare  venture 
tell,  that,  artless  and  unimproved  as  their  understandings  are,  they  wil 
sitate  for  an  answer.  Tliey  will  neither  complain  of  oliseurity,  nor 
assistance  of  learning ;  but  will  immediately  discern,  in  all  these  pai 
gracious  lii*deemer  suffering  in  their  stead,  and  by  his  bitter,  but  e: 
passion,  procuring  the  .pardon  of  their  sins.  Nay  further,  as  they 
accustomed  to  the  finesses  of  criticism,  I  apprehend  they  will  be  «t  i 
conceive  how  it  is  possible  to  understand  such  passages  in  an 
sense. 

Say  not,  this  is  an  improper  appeal,  or  these  arc  incompetent 
Tlie  Scriptures  were  written  for  their  edification ;  not  to  exercise 
genuity  of  subtle  disputants,  but  to  instruct  the  meanest  of  mankin 
way  of  salvation.  Tlierefore,  on  fundamental  articles,  wo  may  ai 
conclude  the  expression  will  lie  easy,  and  the  doctrine  ]>erspicuous ; 
'^  he  who  runs  may  read,  and  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  shall 
therein^."  And  though  I  am  far  from  undervaluing  the  aids  of  lit 
yet,  upon  those  momentous  subjects  which  are  inseparably  connected  i 
eternal  felicity,  I  cannot  but  reganl  the  common  sense  of  plain,  hones 
ble  Christians,  as  the  very  best  of  critics. 

Ther.  It  has  been  said  by  a  learned  critic,  ''  That  vicarious  punish 
suffering  gives  us  too  low  ideas  of  the  Son  of  God,  as  it  sinks  them 
pain  and  suffering  of  a  malefactor,  the  very  meanest  idea  we  can 
them." 

Anp.  The  idea  is  i)lainly  suggested  by  the  wonl  of  prophecy,  and  su 
by  the  attestation  of  sacred  history.  In  that  it  was  foretold,  and  in 
is  recorded,  "that  he  was  numbered  with  transgressors,"  Isa.  liii.  12. 
xxii.  87*  To  this  purpose  speaks  St.  Paul,  though  soniewhat  mc 
tiously  than  your  critic.  He  was  made,  not  indeed  of  sinful  flesh, 
the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  ;  and  though  perfectly  innocent,  was  left 
dure  the  ven^fcance  of  the  vilest  miscreants. 

Yes,  my^dear  Theron,  that  glorious  Person,  whom  the  nighost  angel 

*  Isa.  XXXV.  R.  The  word  /ooU  geems  to  denote  persons  of  slow  underatan 
dull  apprehension,  as  Luke  xxiv.  25  ;  or  else  it  signifies  those  who,  for  want  of  a  c 
education  and  the  improvements  of  literature,  are  accounted  fools  by  the  loni  of 
as  1  Cor.  i.  27. 
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red  as  if  he  had  been  the  criminal,  the  pain  and  punishment  which  we, 
Ivalent  to  that  which  we,  the  real  criminals,  should  have  suffered."  If 
ader  this,  gives  us  a  low  idea — if  to  sufier  this,  was  a  deep  abasement 
'  exceedingly  high,  and  how  immensely  grand,  is  the  goodness  and 
loe  manifested  therein !  The  lower  you  draw  the  arrow  on  the  string, 
tier  flight  it  makes  in  the  sky ;  and  the  greater  our  Lord's  humilia- 
T  us,  the  more  wonderful  and  adorable  his  love  to  us. 
r.  As  there  cannot  be  a  vicarious  guilt,  or  as  no  one  can  be  guilty  in 
»d  of  another ;  so  there  cannot  be  a  vicarious  punishment,  or  no  one 
t  punished  instead  of  another ;  because  punishment  in  its  very  nature, 
les  guilt  in  the  person  who  bears  it. 

.  If  you  mean  by^'guilt  the  consciousness  of  having  committed  a  sin, 
tie  internal  defilement  consequent  upon  it,  we  never  suppose  such  a 
HIS  guilt.  It  is  not  so  much  as  intimated,  that  Christ  was  stung 
he  remorse,  or  stained  with  the  pollution,  of  the  adulterous  David,  the 
bus  Peter,  and  the  persecuting  ^ul ;  but  that  he  was  treated  by  the 
ous  God  as  if  he  had  perpetrated  these,  and  all  the  crimes  of  all 
ers,  either  in  the  past  or  succeeding  ages. 

ly  guilt  you  mean  the  charge  of  a  criminal  action,  and  the  obligation 
Per  the  penalty,  your  assertion  is  nothing  more  than  begging  the 
>n.  It  nakedly  affirms  the  very  thing  in  debate ;  and  bare  affirm- 
unsupported  by  evidence,  are  seldom  admitted  as  decisive  proofs. 
D  the  other  hand,  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  all  our  criminal  actions 
harged  upon  Christ,  and  that  he  suffered  the  punishment  which  they 
nL  The  former  of  these  is  not  so  properly  called  vicarious  guilt,  as 
dlt— -contracted  by  one,  imputed  to  another.  The  latter  we  readily 
to  be  vicarious  punishment,  sustained  in  their  stead  whose  guilt  was 
id.  For  both  these  points  we  have  the  authority  of  truth  itself, 
Dg  in  the  Scriptures.  ^'  The  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us 
lerc  is  the  imputation.  ^^  Christ  has  redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of 
w^  being  made  a  curse  for  us ;"  here  is  the  vicarious  punishment, 
on  know  to  what  casuists  we  submit  the  interpretation  of  these  tcxta 
mon  sense,  and  an  honest  heart. 

r.  Is  not  this  shocking  to  suppose  ?  horrid  to  affirm  ?  If  the  guilt 
ally  imputed  to  Christ,  then  punishment  was  his  due.  Justice  might 
ipon  it,  and  he  could  not  escape  it. 

.  To  suppose  this,  is  so  far  f^om  shocking  my  apprehension,  that  it 
's,  even  on  your  own  principles,  right  and  necessary.  Right,  because 
ment,  as  you  yourself  have  declared,  always  connotes  guilt ;  I  would 
ither  contracted,  or  at  least  imputed.  And  indeed  the  sufferings  of 
could  not  be  of  a  penal  nature,  unless  he  endured  them  as  under  a 
;  of  guilt.  It  is  necessary  to  suppose  this,  otherwise  how  will  you 
ate  the  justice  of  God  ?  He  bid  his  sword  awake,  and  smite  the 
i  Jesus,  Zech.  xiii.  7-  But  shall  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  do  wrong  ? 
he  smite,  where  there  is  nothing  but  innocence  ?  no  guilt,  either  per- 
or  imputed  ?  That  be  far  from  him  !  The  thought  be  far  from  us ! 
lereas,  upon  this  supposition,  it  becomes  a  just  and  righteous  thing, 
jod  sJiould  inflict,  and  that  Christ  should  sustain,  the  most  rigorous 
hment.  And  I  do  not  know  but  this  might  be  the  cause  of  our  Lord's 
e,  when  he  was  accused  at  Pilate's  bar  and  at  Herod's  judgment-scat. 
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It  is  probable  be  conndered  himself  as  standing  before  a  higher  tribal^ 
and  responsible  to  eternal  justice  for  the  criminal  actions  of  all  his  peo|i| 
In  this  situation,  and  in  this  capacity,  clear  himself  of  personal  demi^ 
ho  could,  clear  himself  of  imputed  guUt  ho  could  not.  Therefore  he  id 
dumb,  ho  opened  not  his  mouth.  For  though,  as  the  Son  of  the  Most  HU 
Grod,  glory  and  immortality  were  his  undoubted  right ;  yet,  as  the  Sira 
for  sinful  men,  tribulation  and  death  were  his  condign  portion.  | 

And  why  should  this  be  thought  shocking  ?  It  is  not  the  least  derogilii 
to  the  transcendent  excellency  of  Christ.  It  casts  not  the  least  stain  qb  || 
unspotted  sanctity  cither  of  his  nature  or  his  life.  To  bear  sin  as  a  Tohljl 
tary  surety,  is  infinitely  different  from  committing  it  as  an  actual  toM 
grcssor.  To  say  Christ  was  punished  for  any  irregularity  of  his  own,  wodj 
be  false,  impious,  and  horrid.  To  say  that  he  was  charged  with  our  gidj 
and  endured  the  punishment  due — in  the  plain  and  full  sense  of  the  mn 
due — to  our  sins,  is  so  far  from  being  injurious  to  his  dignity,  that  it  pn 
the  proper  honour  to  his  mediatorial  undertaking.  It  pays  him  the  hoM 
of  the  highest  obedience  to  his  Father's  will,  the  deepest  humiliation  of  Ij 
own  illustrious  person,  and  tlie  most  boundless  bencTolence  to  mankind. 

Ther.  God,  is  love,  Aspasio,  all  love.      Whereas  you  would 

Anp,  Not  often  interrupt  a  friend's  discourse.  But  I  cannot  forbear  infte 
posing  a  query  on  this  occasion.  Is  there,  then,  no  just  displeasure  in  ll 
Deity  ?  What  mcancth  that  solemn  denunciation  of  the  supreme  LM 
giver,  ^^  The  anger  of  the  Lord  shall  smoke  against  that  man  ?  "  Dent.  X3& 
20.  What  meaneth  that  awful  declaration  of  the  apostle,  ^^  The  wratk  > 
God  is  revealed  from  heaven,  upon  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteouflOMii^ 
men  f"  Rom.  i.  18.  Or  in  what  sense  are  we  to  explain  that  ahmnkl 
interrogatory  of  the  prophet,  ''  Who  can  stand-before  his  indignation  ?  fl| 
who  can  abide  in  the  fierceness  of  his  anger?  Nah.  i.  6.  Whence  oo^ 
those  avenging  visitations  proceed,  which  destroyed  Sodom  and  Gomon^ 
with  a  tempest  of  fire  ?  Gen.  xix.  24. ;  which  swept  away  so  nuH^ 
thousands  of  the  polluted  Israelites  with  a  raging  pestilence  ?  Num.  xxv.  ft 
and  consigned  over  so  many  legions  of  rebellious  angels  to  chains  *i 
darkficss." 

Surely,  Tlicrou,  if  there  be  any  determinate  signification  in  language, 
any  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  most  tremendous  judgments,  it  is,  Al 
the  Lord,  though  free  from  all  the  discomposure  of  passion,  is  neverthchi 
angry  with  the  wicked,  Psal.  vii.  J 1 .  Deut.  ix.  8 ;  and  will  make  impenifeei 
offenders  feel  the  effects  of  his  wise  and  holy  indignation. 

Ther,  Does  not  your  doctrine  represent  the  all-merciful  God  as  a  rigom 
being,  who,  when  once  displeased,  will  hardly  be  pacified  ?  Whereas,  the  Loi 
himself  declares  by  his  prophet,  "Fury  is  not  in  me."  Men  of  satirical  it 
would  be  apt  to  insinuate,  that  you  had  mistaken  Jehovah  for  Moloch,  ai 
was  erecting  a  Christian  church  in  the  valley  of  the  son  of  Hinnom. 

Asp.  We  take  our  representations  of  God,  not  from  the  vain  oonjectiup 
of  men,  but  from  the  records  of  infallible  truth.  There  ^e  is  described  as 
righteous  Gt>d,  a  jealous  God,  Exod.  xx.  5. ;  and  to  Incorrigible  sinnen 
consuming  fire,  Heb.  xii.  29. ;  though  wonderfully  condescending,  yet  timi 
scendently  majestic,  insomuch  that  none  of  the  fallen  race  are  permitted 
approach  his  throne,  but  only  through  the  intervention  of  a  great  Mediate 
John  xiv.  6. ;  and  without  shedding  of  blood,  even  the  blood  of  a  perse 
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lughcr  than  the  heavens,  tliere  is  no  remission  of  any  offences,  Ileb.  ix.  22. 
\vL  26. 

TVTien  the  Lonl  says,  *'  Fuiy  is  not  in  me,"  Isa.  xxvii.  4.,  the  words  have 
!  ipeculiar  reference  to  his  church,  which,  in  a  preceding  verse,  he  hud  styled  '"a 
impyard  of  red-wine."  Tlie  connexion  seems  to  denote,  that  his  fierce 
'nper  was  turned  away  from  his  people,  on  account  of  the  satisfaction  made 
k  their  Saviour.  Though  his  own  people  are  the  objects,  not  of  his  iiidig- 
MDon,  but  of  his  love,  let  no  ungo<lly  wretches  audaciously  presume :  It  is 
■01  90  with  them.  They  are  "  the  briers  and  thorns  *  "  mentioned  in  the 
clause,  cumberers  of  the  ground,  unprofitable  and  noxious.  Them  he 
them  lie  challenges :  "  Who  will  set  them  in  battle  against  me  ?" 
iH  them  corae  on  ;  they  shall  find  it  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands 
•f  the  living  Go<l. 

Nay,  he  will  not  stay  for  their  approach :  "  I  will  march  against  them," 
ii  Ids  threatening  :  ^*  I  will  pass  through  them  ;  I  will  bum  them  together." 
This  will  certainly  be  the  case,  if  not  in  the  present,  yet  in  a  future  w^orld. 
When  once  the  master  of  the  house  is  risen  up,  and  has  shut  to  the  door, 
nenry  is  gone  for  ever.  Then  nothing  must  bo  expected,  nothing  will  then 
be  experienced,  but  "  vengeance  and  fiery  indignation,  to  devour  the  adver- 
■tfies  of  the  gospt»l."  God  will  then  "  execute  judgments  in  anger,  and  in 
fnnr,  and  in  fiirious  rebukes,"  Ezek.  v.  15.  ;  with  such  awful  severity  and 
immense  glory,  as  will  cause  heaven  to  adore,  and  hell  to  tremble. 

Yet  in  all  this  there  is  not  the  least  tincture  of  that  outrageous  tem])or, 

which  in  man  we  j)ToiK»rly  call  fury.     In  man,  fury  implies  an  imuiodoratc 

degree  of  resentment,  which  will  hearken  to  no  reasoning,  and  accede  to  no 

terais.     The  gos|K*1  account  proves,  even  to  a  demonstration,  that  this  lias 

w>  place  in  the  divine  nature.     So  far  fnmi  it,  that  God,  though  highly  ])ro- 

TokiHi,  hasjprovided  an  atonement,  has  made  overtures  of  reconciliation  to 

U«  disolx'dient  creatures,  has  even  besought  a  guilty  world  to  accept  of 

fofjivtness,  2  CV>r.  v.  20.     Tliis  is  the  puq)ort   of  that  gracious  invitation 

which  foll(AV.s  ill  the  prophet :  *'  Let  him,"  let  the  wicked  man,  forsake  his 

«v,  and  '•  take  hohl  of  mv  strenirth  ;"  let  him  flv  to  mv  cnicifii'd  Son,  who 

L«tln'  jH)\vrr  of  (i«Ml  tor  the  salvation  of  sinners;  cleaving  to  his  meri/s  by 

bitli.  as   H:ime  ]>oor  delinquent  to  the  horns  of  the  altar f.     Thus  he'sliall 

Buk«-  ]K  atH?  ;  all  his  ini(iuities  shall  be  forgiven,  and  all  my  displeasure  shall 

ke  pacified.      8o  that  the  insinuations    of  our   sjitirical    gentlemen  are  as 

|pegiou^ly  mistaken  as  they  are  shockingly  wonled. 

Yuu  are  a  man  of  sense,  Theron,  an<l  esteem  that  character  far  above  the 
idJi'  reputation  of  a  wit.  As  such,  let  mc  ask  you  seriously.  Is  it  not  for 
ibe  honour  of  the  divine  Maj«'sty  to  exercise  justice  as  well  as  merely  ? 
ilwavi*  to  })arrlon,  and  never  to  punish,  would  be  tameness,  rather  than 
benignity  ;  a  renunciation  of  holiness,  rather  than  a  display  of  goodness. 
Or  cAji   it  l>c  right  in  us  so  extravagantly  to  magnify  the  amiable,  as  to 

•  There  is  a  fine  contrast  between  the  vineyard  and  the  thorns,  at  the  same  time  a 
rtCnUr  continuation  of  the  metaphor.  As  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  the 
latter  shooting  up  amidst  the  former  ;  so  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  have  hypocrites 
intermingle  themselves  with  believers. 

^  This  \*  the  precise  idea  included  in  the  original  pn^  and  the  idea  is  as  charming  as 
tte  image  is  expressive.     Isa.  xxvii.  .%. :  I  Kings  i.  fiO. 
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depreciate,  nay  even  anm\i\lAte,  the  awful  attributes  of  the  Deity.     S 

says  a  poet,  is  the  tV\co\ogy,  not  of  Christians,  but  of  infideb : 

ft 
**  Who  set  at  odds  heaven's  jarring  attribntea^ 

And  with  one  excellence  another  wound ;  '^ 

Maim  heaven*!  perfection,  break  its  equal  beams,  '^ 

Bid  mercy  triamph  over — God  himself,  :t«K 

Undeified  by  their  opprobrious  praise : 
A  God  all  mercy  is  a  God  ui^ust.**— i\ri^A/  Thoughtt,  No.  if;        ^ 

Ther.  But  we  have  lately  been  told,  that  the  pardoning  gnce 
Lawgiver  is  not  obstructed  by  any  demands  of  law  and  jnstipe; 
can  set  them  aside. 

Atp,  What!  Set  aside  a  law,  which  is  holy,  righteous,  and  gooAj 
aside  a  justice,  which  is  eternal,  inflexible,  and  infinite  ! — St.  Pad 
very  different  solution  of  this  difficulty.     He  tells  us,  not  that  GM  • 
his  law  and  hb  justice,  ^^  but  that  he  set  forth  the  blessed  Jems  te 
pitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,"  with  this  express  design,  ^ 
might  declare  his  righteousness,"  Rom.  iii.  25.;  might  demonsteiils^ 
only  his  clemency,  but  his  justice,  even  that  vindictive  jnstioe 
essential  character  and  principal  office  is  to  punish  sin. 

This  seems  to  be  the  import  of  the  word  ri^hteaumea  in  the 
connexion,  and,  I  think,  more  than  seems,  if  we  consult  the 
verse :  *'*'  To  declare,  I  say,  at  this  time  his  righteousness ;  that 
be  just*,"  evidence  himself  to  be  strictly  and  inviolably 
administration  of  his  government;  even  while  he  is  the  aU-foigillj 
gracious  Justifier  of  the  sinner  that  believeth  in  Jesus.  Aoooiding  ie  4 
plan,  ^^  mercy  and  truth  meet  together ;  righteousness  and  peaoe  kin  ^l^ 
other,"  ^Psal.  Ixxxv.  10. ;  all  the  attributes  harmonise ;  every  attrihwl)! 
glorified,  and  not  one  superseded ;  no,  nor  so  much  as  clouded. 

Ther,  If  some  are  verging  to  one  extreme,  are  not  you  inclining  to  I 
other !  Our  ears  tingle,  and  our  blood  runs  chill,  at  the  very  thooglila 
so  severe  a  vengeance,  on  an  object  so  worthy  and  illustrious.  Besides^  li 
can  we  suppose  that  the  beneficent  Creator  and  Preserver  of  men  dia 
take  pleasure  in  the  sufferings  of  the  most  unblamable  person  that  m 
existed  ?  especially  since  he  himself  has  made  this  tender  declaratioai 
will  have  mercy  and  not  sacrifice,"  Matt.  ix.  13. 

Asp.  A  tender  declaration  indeed  it  is;  signifying,  that.Qod  ie  bi«e 
pleased  with  the  duties  of  humanity  and  charity,  than  with  the  most  oc 
ind  pompous  train  of  sacrifices ;  nay,  that  he  will  even  dispense  witli 
observance  of  his  own  ceremonial  institutions,  when  they  interfSsre  witlt 
exercise  of  beneficence  one  to  another :  thus  resigning  (so  admirable  is 
goodness  I)  the  services  due  to  himself,  for  the  benefit  and  comfort  of 
creatures.  But  all  this  has  no  sort  of  relation  to  the  sacrifice  of  C%i 
which  was  the  most  noble,  and  the  most  acceptable  oblation  ever  mad» 
the  King  of  heaven. 

We  are  assured  by  a  prophet,  that  ''  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  hishi 

*  Rom.  iii.  26.  The  attribute  of  justice  must  be  preserved  inviolate;  and  inviolali 
is  preserved,  if  there  was  a  real  infliction  of  punishment  on  our  Saviour.  Nothini  i 
can  thoroughly  clear  up  this  great  evangelical  paradox— '*  Just,  yet  Justifier  of 

ungodly. '» 
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child  Jems.*    God  not  only  gave  up  his  Son  io  raffeiings,  but  gave  him  ap 
widi  a  divine  CNMiiplaoeiiqy*.     In  lUte  manner,  the  blesBed  Jesus  addressed 
io  the  dnadfol  iaak,  not  only  without  relnctanoe,  but  with  the 
alaeEify.    **  I  daH^t  to  do  thy  will,**  was  the  language  of  his  soul. 
joa  ask)  How  oould  the  Son  take  pleasure  in  undeigoing,  or  the 
in  JnHieBng,  sodi  amning  sorrows?    No  etherwise,  than  upon 
diose  pmi  and  ereilasting  adTantages  which  were  to  result 


A  severe  vengeaaoe,"  yon  say,  '^snch  as  makes  our  ears  to  tingle.** 

is  Hie  veiy  thing  intended,  to  awaken  and  alarm  presumptuous 

;  that  they  **may  hear  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  wickedly." 

ii  waA  a  method  of  dispensing  grace,  as  is  calculated  to  strike  the 

^    "  tenor,  eren  while  it  diendies  the  brightest  hope;  strike  the 

tsnor  on  ereiy  persereiing  sinner,  while  it  cherishes  the  brightest 

evwy  penitent  transgressoor* 

.  If  one  of  my  serrants  had  aflSronted  or  ii^jured  me,  I  should,  upon 
■VB  aeknowledgment,  fofgive  his  fftult,  and  not  insist  upon 
lor  the  wrong.     Will  yon  make  the  Father  of  compasrions 

J^  Wlieo  yon  have  a  servant  that  owes  his  being  to  your  power,  that 
Bved  innumerable  benefits  from  your  bounty,  yet  has  offered  you 
affronts,  all  attended  with  the  most  aggravating  circumstances, 
all  In  defiance  of  the  most  righteous  threatenings ;  when  you  are 
of  infinite  majesty,  and  unblemished  sanctity  ^  when  truth  invio- 
Uk^  and  justice  inflexible,  are  essential  to  your  character ;  then,  Theron, 
As  painllri  will  hold  good,  and  your  c<mduct  shall  be  a  pattern  for  the 
IBseednie  of  Jehovah. 

Till  then,  you  and  I  must  be  willing  to  forgive,  because  God  has  made 
kearlMHmden  duty;  and  because  we  have  incomparably  more  to  be  for- 
hy  iStie  Judge  of  the  worid,  than  we  can  possibly  remit  to  our  fellow- 
In  the  mean  time,  yon  will  allow  ^e  great  €K)d,  who  is  glorious 
to  communicate  hb  heavenly  favours  in  a  manner  becoming 
on  such  august  and  honourable  terms,  as  shall  maintain  the  rights 
if  hia    universal  government,  and  manifest    the  glory   of  his    adorable 


Might  not  God  have  cancelled  our  transgressions,  and  received 
into  his  fiivour,  without  any  propitiation  ?  To  deny  this,  would 
ke  to  Innit  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  and  impose  conditions  on  that  uncontrol- 
IsUe  Sovereign,  ^  who  giveth  no  account  of  any  of  his  matters." 

Aipm  We  need  not  embarrass  ourselves  by  entering  upon  inquiries,  which 

may  eeem  to  lie  beyond  the  limits  of  human  understanding ; — enough  for  us 

ts  know,  that  this  propitiation  was  absolutely  necessary  with  regard  to  the 

fint  covenant.     For  as  God  had  solemnly  declared,  '^  In  the  day  thou  eatest 

dying  thou  shalt  die,"  his  truth  and  justice  stood  engaged  to 

the  threatening.      And  no  second  Adam  could  restore  the  first, 

kit  by  taking  this  curse  upon  himself. 

•  TUs  is  the  idea  indadad  in  the  original  word  ^n,lMulm.  10.;  which  is  bot  poori 
ad  fuatly  lepffweated  by  the  BmAi t«i  of  the  Septnagint. 
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■D,  or  justice  miut :  unlesa  for  him, 
other  able,  und  as  williuK,  pa; 

\eid  satbfuction,  death  Tor  death."  1 

MrLTON,  B.  Hi.  1.210.  | 

Tliorefore  tlio  divino  Ji-sus,  wlio  lay  in  tlio  bosom  of  the  Father,  ftod  . 
V  the  counBela  of  lieaveo  ,  aays,  "The  Son  of  man  roust  be  lifted  up^,*  I 
\p  rrosa.  There  was  a  necessity  for  his  craeifiicion;  because  this  WU  j 
itipulated  in  the  covenant  of  peace  mode  between  the  Father  and  the  Son ;  i 
Mm  it  was  expresaly  foretold  by  the  ancient  prophets,  (and  the  Scrip-  | 
I  cannot  be  broken),  that  the  MeBsiah  shonid  be  cut  off  out  of  j 
he  land  of  the  living ;  bccauae  &  variety  of  types,  and  a  multitude  of  I 
acrilicPB,  prefigured  his  death :  one  of  tjio  types  pointed  out  the  very  I 
nanner  of  his  suffering;  and  all  the  sacrifieeH,  detached  from  their  depend-  ' 
■ncy  on  this  great  oblation,  ivould  have  been  beggarly  elements— mere  | 
luavniling  empty  rercmonies. 

'  1  apprehend,  it  is  no  limitation  of  the  great  God  to  suppose  him  incapable 
if  acting  otherwise  than  in  perfect  and  iwrpetual  consistency  with  himself,  I 
Neither  is  it  any  infringement  on  his  absolute  Bovereignty,  that  he  cannot  1 
)ut  order  all  affairs  for  the  honour  of  his  justice,  his  fidelity,  and  each  of  fail  | 
'xalted  perfections.  This  is  the  very  thing  which  the  sacred  writers  expraaS  ; 
n  their  plain  but  strong  language,  "  God  who  cannot  lie,"  Tit,  i.  2. ;  "  He 
■rumot  deny  himself,"  2  Tim.  ii.  13. 

TAer.  Ond  is  often  said  to  forgive  otir  sins  ;  particularly  in  that  sublime  ' 
■assage,  where  he  proclaims  his  name  to  Mobph  :  "  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
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* 

lUigatioii  to  admit  of  a  propitiatoiy  sacrifice,  but  might,  without  any  dimi- 

mtion  of  bis  dignity,   have  left  all  mankind  to  pensh  in  their  sins.     It  is 

lee  witb  regard  to  tbe  obnoxious  creatures  who  are  pardoned ;  for  it  is 

f  fwchsafed  without  any  satisfaction  demanded  at  their  hands,  or  any  penalty 

iiiicted  on  their  persons.     It  b  in  this  respect  also  free,  that  an  interest  in 

[  Ae  great  atonement  is  granted  to  us,  without  the  least  merit,  or  any  deserv- 

mg  qualifications  of  our  own. 

In  all  this,  God  is  not  only  merciful,  but  most  tenderly  and  immensely 
aocifiil.  And  will  any  one  calumniate  this  adorable  method  of  exercising 
Bsrcy,  because  provision  is  also  made  for  the  glory  of  €K>d's  truth,  God's 
holniessy  and  supreme  authority  ? 

Tier,  Does  not  your  notion  of  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  derogate  from  the 
goodness  of  the  Almighty  Father,  and  transfer  all  our  obligations  to  the 

-  iMamate  Son  ] 
dtp.  Is  there  not  goodness  in  allowing  a  substitute  to  sufier  in  our  steads 

Ib  diere  not  still  greater  goodness  in  providing  a  substitute  for  us,  without 
ay  solicitation  on  our  part?     Is  there  not  the  very  highest  exertion  of 

-  gMKbesB,  in  appointing  a  dear,  an  only,  an  incomparably  excellent  Son  for 
tbe  purpose  ?  This  marvellous  scheme,  far,  very  far  from  obscuring,  most 
Sortriouidy  displays  the  superabundant  loving-kindness  of  the  Father. 

"  (jod  so  loved  the  world,"  apostate  and  polluted  as  it  was — How  did  he 
lore  it  ?  To  a  degree  unutterable  by  any  tongue,  inconceivable  by  any 
iaagination,  and  only  to  be  expressed  by  the  infinitely  precious  effects : — 
Lored  it  so,  ^  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
01  him  should  not  peri^  but  have  everlasting  lifi^"  John  iii.  16.  And  does 
tins  derogate  from  the  goodness  of  the  Almighty  Father,  to  give  not  barely  ' 
ptnlon  and  life,  but  give  them  through  the  hands,  nay,  through  the  wounds, 
the  igonies,  the  death  of  hb  divinest,  dearest  Son  ? 

Such  privileges,  vouchsafed  on  any  terms,  must  challenge  the  devoutest 
acknowledgments.  But  when  attended  with  this  additional  demon- 
station  of  favour,  they  are  enough  to  inflame  us  with  gratitude,  and 
trui^x>rt  us  with  admiration.  They  not  only  manifest,  but  commend  ^  the 
dirine  love  ;  shew  it  to  the  greatest  advantage,  in  the  highest  perfection, 
with  every  circumstance  of  recommendation  and  endearment.  By  this 
means,  blessed  God  !  thou  hast  unspeakably  enhanced  thy  benefits !  thou 
hast  rendered  them,  though  invaluable  in  themselves,  exceedingly  more  so 
by  the  manner  of  conferring  them  ! 

Tker.  Again  in  your  elevations,  Aspasio?  The  world,  you  know,  is 
grown  very  rational  and  inquisitive ;  will  admit  nothing  but  upon  clear 
evidence  and  full  conviction.  We  expect,  in  all  religious  inquiries,  not  the 
flights  of  fancy  or  the  sallies  of  zeal,  but  a  sobriety  of  reason  and  solidity  of 
argument. 

Afp.  The  world,  rational  as  it  is,  seems  by  the  taste  of  the  present  age, 
DO  enemy  to  works  of  fancy.  The  world  therefore  may  not  be  displeased 
with  an  affecting  story.     And  a  story,  suitable  to  the  occasion,  just  occurs 

•  Rom.  ▼.  8.  ^»9i^Tfi<rt.  It  seems  to  be  an  Image  taken  from  the  practice  of  tradesmen, 
wko,  in  shewing  their  goods,  point  Dut  their  excellencies,  and  set  in  the  clearest  light 
vhatever  may  l^peak  their  worth,  or  recommend  them  to  the  purchaser. 
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to  my  mind  ;  sncli  as  may  serve  to  shadow  forth,  though  veiy  fiuntly, 
gorpassing  benignity  and  grace  of  our  crucified  Lord. 

An  Asiatic  queen,  depsurting  this  life,  left  behind  her  three  aocomplis 
sons,  all  arrived  to  years  of  maturity.  The  young  princes  were  at  strife  i 
should  pay  the  highest  respect  to  their  royal  mother's  memory.  To  ( 
scope  for  their  generous  contention,  they  agreed  to  meet  at  the  plao 
her  interment,  and  there  present  the  most  honourable  gift  they  knew  1 
to  devise  or  were  able  to  procure. — ^The  eldest  came  and  ezhiUted  a  8oi 
tuous  monument,  consisting  of  the  richest  materials,  and  ornamented  n 
the  most  exquisite  workmanship.  The  second  ransacked  all  the  bean 
of  the  blooming  creation ;  and  offered  a  garland  of  such  admirable  coloi 
and  delightful  odours,  as  had  never  been  seen  before.  The  youngest 
peared  without  any  pompous  preparation,  having  only  a  crystal  basia 
one  hand,  and  a  silver  bodkin  in  the  other.  As  soon  as  he  approached 
temb,  he  threw  open  his  breast ;  pierced  a  vein  that  lay  opposite  to 
heart ;  received  the  blood  in  the  transparent  vase ;  and  with  an  air  of  all 
tionate  reverence,  placed  it  on  the  beloved  parent's  monument.  Hie  sp 
tators,  struck  with  the  sight,  burst  into  a  shout  of  general  applause,  i 
immediately  gave  the  preference  to  this  last  oblation. 

If  it  was  reckoned  such  a  singular  expression  of  love,  to  expend  a  fen 
those  precious  drops  for  the  honour  of  a  parent ;    O  how  matchless,  h 
ineffable,  was  the  love  of  Jesus,  in  pouring  out  all  hb  vital  blood  for 
salvation  of  enemies ! 

Ther,  lAj  greatest  objection  is  still  to  come.  If  Christ  suffered  in  • 
stead,  he  must  sufier  that  yery  punishment  which  was  due  to  our  iniquit 
This  your  orthodox  divines  affirm  to  be  incomparably  worse  than  hoc 
death  ;  to  be  nothing  less  than  the  everlasting  displeasure  of  €h)d. 

Asp,  The  punishment  due  to  our  iniquities,  was  shame,  death,  and 
divine  wrath. 

As  for  shame — Was  ever  shame  like  that  shame  which  our  despi 
Redeemer  bore  ?  Though  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  yet  bom  i 
stable,  and  laid  in  a  manger.  When  an  infant,  exiled  from  his  own  ooun 
and  a  vagabond  in  a  foreign  land.  When  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
ministry,  accused  of  the  most  flagitious  crimes,  and  branded  with  the  bla 
cst-namos.  When  brought  to  his  exit,  apprehended  as  a  thief ;  condem 
as  a  malefactor,  nay,  the  vilest  of  malefactors,  a  robber  and  a  murdere 
preferred  before  him.  His  executioners  poured  contempt  upon  all  his  vei 
able  offices.  As  a  king,  they  ridiculed  him,  by  putting  a  mock  sceptre  i 
his  hand,  and  crowning  him  with  ragged  thorns  *  instead  of  a  royal  diad 
They  vilified  his  prophetic  character,  by  hoodwinking  his  eyes,  striking 
blessed  head,  and  then  asking  in  cruel  derision,  ^^who  it  was  that  smote  bin 
They  cast  reproach  upon  his  priestly  undertaking,  when  they  sharpe 
their  tongues  with  malicious  irony,  and  shot  out  those  bitter  words,  ^' 

*  To  have  crowned  the  blessed  Jesus  with  straw,  would  ha^e  been  a  rile  insult, 
treating  him  like  an  ambitious  madman.     But  to  crown  him  with  keen,  pungent,  lao 
ing  thorns,  was  adding  cruelty  to  their  insults  ;  unheard-of  barbarity  to  the  most 
temptuous  mockery,  Matth.  zxri.  29. 

t  Scornfully  insinuating,  that  his  sacred  prophetic  office  was  fit  for  nothing,  bi 
serve  such  despicable  purposes,  Matth.  zxri.  68. 
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wvcd  oibers»  himself  he  caonot  save,"  Matth.  xxvii.  42.  To  render  his 
kbmy  as  public  as  it  was  shocking,  they  hung  him  ou  a  tree ;  and  exposed 
Vb,  defikd  as  he  was  with  spitting,  and  disfigured  with  wounds,  to  the 
iyong  eves  and  contumelious  scoffii  of  numberl^s  spectators. 
[  Ujou  doubt  ^diether  Christ  sustained  the  wrath  of  God,  let  us  follow 
Ibi  to  the  garden  of  Gethsemene — A  scene,  which  I  would  always  recol- 
Iktwben  I  walk  along  the  fertile  vale,  or  expatiate  amidst  the  flowery  gar- 
fa,  or  enjoy  the  delights  of  any  rural  retirement. — He  had  no  remorBe  to 
rm  his  spotless  conscience ;  yet  fearfulness  and  trembling  came  upon  him. 
Xd  Ticdenoe  was  offered  to  his  sacred  person ;  yet  a  horrible  dn^Eui  over- 
•helmed  him.  It  was  night,  cold  night ;  and  though  our  divine  Master 
kf  prostrate  upon  the  earth,  amidst  the  &11  of  chiUing  dews,  he  sweat — 
irat  blood — sweat  great  drops  of  blood,  running  down  in  reeking  streams 
li  tiie  ground  ! — ^*'  He  was  anointed  with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  his  fel- 
lows,* PteL  zlv.  7* ;  yet  so  insupportable  was  his  affliction,  that  he  "^could 
■st  foibear  crying  out,  ^^  My  soul  is  sorrowful— exceeding  sorrowful — sor- 
iswfol  even  unto  death !"  Matth.  xxvi.  38.  What  cause,  what  adequate 
cuse,  can  be  assigned  for  this  amazing  anguish  ?  None  but  the  wrath  of 
Us  Almighty  Father,  who  was  now  become  an  inexorable  Judge,  and 
tKxted  him  no  longer  as  the  Son  of  his  love,  but  as  the  Surety  for  unnumbered 
■iOioas  of  guilty  creatures. 

Thfr.  Was  it  possible  that  the  innocent  and  holy  Jesus,  the  dearly  be- 
k?ed  Son  of  Gt>d,  should  be  an  object  of  his  Father  s  wrath  ? 

dtp.  It  was  not  only  possible,  but  unavoidable  and  necessary  :  unavoid- 
ibfe,  with  respect  to  the  divine  holiness ;  necessary,  for  the  procurement  of 
eir  redemption.  Sin  was  charged  upon  Christ ;  all  the  sins  of  all  believers, 
ii  ill  ages  and  places  of  the  world.  And  could  the  infinitely  righteous  God 
behold  micb,  a  deluge  of  iniquities,  (those  abominable  things  which  he  hateth,) 
withoat  expressing  his  displeasure  ?  Or  could  the  blessed  Jesus  be  punished, 
truly  punished  for  them,  without  any  painful  sensation  of  their  horrid  evil, 
ad  of  that  tremendous  indignation  which  they  deserved  ? 

If  this  was  not  the  case,  who  can  maintain  the  dignity  of  his  conduct 
luring  the  agony  in  the  garden  ?  Was  there  no  pouring  out  of  the  divine 
[iq>l^sure  ?  Then  his  behaviour  in  that  hour  of  trial  did  not  equal  the 
rtrepidity  of  the  three  Hebrew  youths,  who  continued  calm,  and  withcmt 
he  least  perturbation,  while  the  furnace  was  heated  into  seven-fold  rage, 
)an.  iii.  16,  17,  18.  But  if  this  was  the  time  in  which,  no  created  arm 
nog  strong  enough  to  give  the  blow,  "  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise  him," 
A.  liii.  10. ;  if  the  Most  High  God  ^^  bent  his  bow  like  an  enemy,  and 
iood  with  his  right  hand  as  an  adversary,**  Lam.  ii.  4. ;  it  is  easy  to 
ooount  for  the  prodigious  consternation  of  our  Redeemer.  It  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  his  heart,  though  endued  with  otherwise  invincible  fortitude, 
M>uld  become  like  melting  wax.  For  who  knoweth  the  power  of  that 
rrath,  at  which  "  the  pillars  of  heaven  tremble  ?  "    Job  xxvi.  11. 

Ah !  Theron,  the  vinegar  and  the  gall  which  they  gave  him  to  drink, 
rere  not  half  so  bitter  as  the  cup  of  his  Father  a  wrath  ;  yet,  for  our  sake, 
«  drank  it  off  to  the  very  dregs.  The  nails  that  pierced  his  hands,  and  the 
pear  that  cleft  his  heart,  were  not  half  so  sharp  as  the  frowns  of  his  eternal 
''ather's  countenance  ;  which,  for  our  consolation,  he  patiently  submitted  to 
•ear. — He  was  rent  with  wounds^  and  racked  with  pain;  his  bones  were 
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disltKsaU^d,  andhiancrvca  convulsed ;  a  thousand  thoniy  daggen  were  plantedii 
hiH  temples,  and  life  flowed  out  at  ten  thousand  gushing  veins.  Yet  ikki 
all  this  wa8  gentle,  was  lenient,  in  comparison  of  those  inexpressible  agoiiiii| 
which  ]>enetrated  his  very  soul.  The  former  fetched  not  a  single  com]daii| 
from  his  mouth  ;  the  latter  wrung  from  his  breaking  heart  that  paasioarti 
exclamation,  ^' My  God!  my  God!  why  hast  thou '  forsaken  mef'-^^ 
AstoniHhing  words  I  Surely,  a  distress,  beyond  all  imagination  grievoiis^ 
uttered  them.  Surely,  the  vengeance,  not  of  men,  but  of  heaven  itself^  extorftaA 
them.  Every  syllable  of  which  speaks  what  the  mourning  prophet  describa^ 
^'  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pass  by  ?  Behold  and  sec,  if  tbeie  ki 
any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  aflBticted  me  is 
the  day  of  his  fierce  anger  ?  "     Lam.  i.  12. 

Hero  now  is  our  whole  punishment  endured ;  the  shame  of  the  croBSi  vfi 
the  sorrows  of  death  ;  the  suspension  of  the  Almighty's  favour,  and  the 
terrible  sensations  of  his  wrath. 

Th4T,  Do  it  HO.  Yet  all  this  amounts  to  no  more  than  part  of  paynunk 
For  these  sufferings  were  transient,  temporary  only,  not  eternal.  Theratei 
the  main  circumstance,  the  most  bitter  ingredient,  was  wanting. 

Aiip.  In  the  entimate  of  divine  justice,  and  in  point  of  penal  satiB&ctioi] 
they  were  equivalent  to  our  endless  punishment ;  especially  if  we  considai 
the  severity  of  the  sufferings  and  the  dignity  of  the  sufferer. 

The  teverity  of  the  mfferintfs. — At  the  last  day,  all  those  fierce  emptin 
flames,  which  have  raged  in  Etna^  in  Vesuvius,  and  in  every  bumii^ 
mountain  throughout  the  world  ;  all  those  confined  subterranean  fires,  wlueh 
have  sty  terribly  shaken  the  foundations  of  Jamaica,  Sicily,  and  Const(uiti- 
nople — in  a  wonl,  the  whole  element  of  fire,  however  employed  throngh  iB 
tlie  revolutions  of  time,  whenever  difliised  through  all  the  regions  ^  tki 
glo1)(%  will  then  1k^  collected  from  all  quarters,  and  burst  forth  in  one  vmI^ 
resiHth^SH,  general  conflagration.  In  some  such  manner,  all  that  wnlh 
which  was  due  to  the  innumerable  multitude  of  sinners,  redeemed  ixtm 
every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  {)eoplc,  and  nation,  which,  if  executed  oi 
the  offending  creatures,  had  been  prolonged  to  eternal  ages— all  that  wnd 
was  contracted  into  one  inconceivably  dreadful  blaze,  and  at  once  poured  oiri 
upon  the  interposing  Surety  ;  at  once  flamed  forth  on  our  heavenly  victin 
This  will  appear  more  tluin  probable,  if,  among  other  particulars,  we  on 
t<'mplato  the  unequalled  magnanimity  of  our  Lord,  who  is  styled  ^^  the  1m 
of  the  trilie  of  Judah/'  Rev.  vi.  5.  and  compare  it  with  his  bloody  sweat  s 
the  garden,  and  his  exeeetling  bitter  cry  on  the  cross  t. 

7'^f'  f/iywfVv  ofth4*  Sufft*rer, — Had  our  Saviours  sufferings  been  the  sufiei 
ings  of  a  mere  man,  or  of  the  most  exalted  angel,  I  acknowledge  they  coul 

*  To  heighten  our  idea  of  this  tUstre5&,  the  evangelists  make  use  of  the  most  forcib 
words — n^mrm  %M0mfk^u€4mi^  he  was  sei  sed  with  the  most  alarming  astonishment— -tfJui^fM 
he  waff  overwhelmetl  with  insupportable  dejection — «^Xvr»;,  he  was  besieged  on  all  aide 
as  it  were,  with  an  army  of  inrading  sorrows — He  wrestled,  amidst  strong  cries  and  teai 
not  only  with  the  maliix'  of  men  and  rage  of  devils,  but  with  the  infinitely  more  dreadi 
indignation  of  (i\xl ;  he  wrestled  even  unto  an  agony  of  spirit,  •?  wymcu  AU  these  (d 
cunistances  of  horror  and  anguish,  constitute  what  a  celebrated  poet  very  justly  styles, 

**  A  weight  of  woe  more  than  ten  worlds  could  bear  I " 

t  1  think  the  language  of  the  Greek  liturgy  is  the  language  of  strict  propriety,  ms  wi 
as  of  fervent  devotion,  A<*  «}!««▼«*  cm  nAi^rw*.  The  sufferings  of  our  Lord  are,  i 
their  measure  and  weight,  to  us  unknown :  absolutely  beyond  the  reach  of  human  imagii 
ation. 
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are  borne  no  proportion  to  our  demerit.  It  were  impossible  for  a  finite  being 
»  sustain  the  wrath,  or  discharge  the  debt.  But  they  were  the  sufierings  of 
be  Prince  of  Heayen,  and  the  Iiord  of  Glory;  before  whom  all  men  are  as 
Inst^  and  all  angels  as  worms. — Was  an  infinite  Majesty  offended  ?  An  in- 
inite  Mediator  atoned.  Weigh  the  dignity,  the  immense  dignity  of  the 
Kedeemer  s  person,  against  the  everlasting  duration  of  our  punishment,  and 
it  will  not  only  counterbalance,  but  preponderate.  Finite  creatures  can 
■TTer  make  an  infinite  satisfaction ;  no,  not  through  the  most  unlimited 
NfTolntion  of  ages.  Whereas,  when  our  divine  Lord  undertook  tlie  work, 
being  truly  and  properly  infinite,  he  finished  it  at  once.  So  that  his  sufferings, 
ttongh  temporary,  have  an  all-sufficiency  of  merit  and  efficacy.  They  are, 
IB  tins  respect,  parallel ;  nay,  on  account  of  the  infinitude  of  his  nature,  they 
He  more  than  parallel  to  an  eternity  of  our  punishment. 

It  was  Emmanuel,  it  was  the  incarnate  Gt>d,  who  purchased  the  church, 
nd  redeemed  sinners,  with  his  own  blood.  Acts  xx.  28.  The  essential  gran- 
drar  of  our  Saviour  communicated  its  ennobling  influence  to  every  tear  he 
ihed,  to  every  sigh  he  heaved,  and  every  pang  he  felt. 

Ibis  renders  his  sufferings  a  perfect,  as  their  vicarious  nature  renders  them 
I  proper,  satis&ction.  And  though  ^'  the  wood  of  Lebanon  was  not  sufficient  to 
bini,  nor  all  the  beasts  thereof  sufficient  for  a  burnt  offering,"  Isa.  xl.  J  6. 
this  sacrifice  fiilly  answers  the  exigence  of  the  case.  The  sacrifice  sends  up 
la  eTer  acceptable  odour  to  the  skies,  and  difliises  its  sweet  perfume  through 
•D  generations ;  such  as  appeases  heaven,  and  revives  the  world. 

Teg,  Theron,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  repeat  the  delightful  truth  :  It 
was  "  the  great  God,  even  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  gave  himself  for 
OS,'  Tit.  ii.  13,  14.  His  sacrifice,  therefore,  must  be  inconceivably  merito- 
rious. O  that  dnners,  the  vilest  of  sinners,  knew  its  all-sufficient  efficacy ! 
they  would  no  longer  be  holden  in  the  bonds  of  iniquity  by  tliat  destruc- 
tive suggestion  of  the  devil,  "  There  is  no  hope,"  Jer.  ii.  25. 

Tker.  What  valuable  end  could  such  vicarious  sufferings  accomplish  ? 
Suppose  God  absolutely  inexorable,  and  they  cannot  avail.  Suppose  him 
dirinely  merciful  and  Uiey  are  needless. 

Aip.  The  difficulty  you  propose,  I  think,  has  been  obviated  already;  so  that 
Ibave  no  occasion  to  solve  your  dilemma,  but  only  to  answer  your  query. 
Tliese  sufferings,  as  a  punishment,  gave  ample  satisfaction  to  the  divine 
violated  law;  as  a  sacrifice,  they  perfectly  reconciled  us  to  our^offendcd  God; 
as  a  price,  they  redeemed  us  from  every  evil,  and  purbhased  for  us  a  title  to 
aO  good. 

This  is  a  subject  of  the  most  distinguished  importance.  Let  not  my  Theron 
imagine  I  would  abuse  his  patience,  if  I  dwell  a  moment  longer  on  the  fa- 
Toorite  topic.  I  might  enumerate  many  ends,  all  magnificent  and  gracious, 
Mcomplished  by  this  wonderful  expedient.  I  content  myself  with  specifying 
I  few;  but  those,  such  as  bring  the  highest  glory  to  God/administer  the  most 
K^d  comfort  to  man,  and  most  effectually  promote  the  interests  of  piety. 

In  this  we  have  a  manifestation  of  the  most  awful  justice,  and  at  the 
ame  time  a  display  of  unbounded  goodness.  A>vful  justice;  in  that  the 
.Teat  and  terrible  God,  though  determined  to  exercise  mercy,  would  exercise 
t  only  in  such  a  manner  as  might  vindicate  the  authority  of  his  law,  might 
estify  the  purity  of  his  nature,  and  declare  the  inviolable  faithfulness  of 
is  word.     Unbounded  o^oodness ;  in  tliat  lie  withheld  not  his  Son,  his  only 


64  TflfiltON    AND   ASPA6I0. 

Son,  but  freely  gave  him  up  for  us  all ;  gave  up  **  the  brigfatneaB  of  ki^ 
glory y"  to  be  covered  with  infamy ;  gave  up  ^'  the  beloved  of  his  8oaly'~ 
expire  in  agonies ;  on  purpose  to  obtain  honour  and  immortality  for  a] 
men.     The  torments  inflicted  on  all  the  damned  in  hell,  are  not  so 
a  monument  of  God's  justice,  as  those  dying  agonies  of  the  lA>rd  Ji 
Christ.     Nor  could  a  thousand  worlds  conferred  on  mankind,  have 
such  an  act  of  superabundant  munificence  as  that  gift  of  his  evet- 
Son. 

Look  we  for  power  and  wisdom  ?  To  uphold  the  humanity  of 
imder  all  the  studied  cruelties  of  men,  under  the  insatiate  rage  of 
and  the  far  more  tremendous  curse  of  the  divine  law*;  to  conquer  sin, 
death,  and  hell,  by  a  person  bound  with  fetters,  nailed  to  a  tree,  and 
in  weakness ;  to  expiate  by  one  offering,  the  innumerable  millions  of 
committed  by  all  his  people,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time: 
this  power !  matchless  power !  astonishing  power !  And  as  for 
how  admirable  was  the  contrivance,  which  could  harmonize  the 
opposite  claims  of  mercy  and  of  justice !  and  not  only  satisfy  each, 
magnify  both !  Had  punishment  been  executed  in  all  its  rigour  on  thi 
sinner's  person,  mercy  had  lost  her  amiable  honours.  Had  the  sinner  htrn^ 
restored  to  favour,  without  any  penalties  sustained  either  by  himself  or  Ui 
Surety,  justice  had  been  set  aside  as  an  insignificant  attribute.  Whereas 
by  our  Lord's  vicarious  and  expiatory  sufferings,  both  are  manifeatelg 
and  both  are  exalted.  Therefore  the  Scripture  affirms,  that  Gk)d  hath  iio| 
only  exercised,  but  abounded  in  wisdom  and  prudence ;  nay,  hath  abounds^ 
in  all  wisdom  and  prudence,  Eph.  i.  8.  by  this  combination  of  righteom 
vengeance  and  triumphant  grace,  which  is  at  once  so  honourable  to  himsdlC 
and  so  advantageous  to  his  people. 

Ther.  ^*  Advantageous  to  his  people." — I  am  glad  you  are  come  to  tlii^ 
point.  Tliis  is  what  I  want  to  have  cleared  up.  I  am  for  those  doctriiNll 
which  glorify  God  by  doing  good  to  man.  Give  me  the  religion  whoiil; 
aspect  is  benign,  and  whose  agency  is  beneficial :  not  like  a  meteor,  to  dnaAi 
us  with  a  vain  glitter ;  or  like  a  comet,  to  terrify  us  with  a  formidable  glare; 
but  like  yonder  sun,  whose  beams  shed  light,  and  life,  and  joy  all  around. 

Aip.  If  this  be  what  you  seek,  and  what  you  prize,  the  Christian  religioOi 
this  doctrine  in  particular,  will  answer  your  warmest  expectations,  and 
challenge  your  highest  esteem ;  for  it  is  rich  with  benefits  of  the  most 
needful,  the  most  desirable,  and  most  exalted  kind. — ^The  first  and  graal 
blessing  is  pardon  of  sins  ;  pardon,  not  of  small  sins  only,  but  of  the  most 
aggravated,  the  most  horrid,  the  most  enormous.  Be  they  flaming  as 
scarlet,  be  they  foul  as  the  dunghill,  be  they  black  as  hell  itself, — ^yet  they 
shall  be  as  the  spotless  wool,  or  as  the  virgin  snows,  Isa.  i.  18.  They  shall 
^'  bo  as  though  they  had  never  been."  Pardon,  not  of  -a  few,  but  of  all 
sins.  Be  they  numerous  as  the  hairs  of  our  head,  numerous  as  the  stars  ol 
heaven,  numerous  as  the  sands  upon  the  sea-shore,  the  blood  of  Jesus  Chrial 
cleanseth  from  them  all,  1  John  i.  7- 

Hereby  we  have  the  victory  over  death,  and  admittance  into*etemal  life. 
For  thus  saith  the  holy  apostle  concerning  the  poor  sojourners  in   day: 

*  Isa.  xliii.  Ct.     "I  the  Lord  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee.*'    This  ii  spokes 
of  the  Messiah. 


DIALOOUB  ITi'  65 

ng  tberefine  the  children  weie  partakerB  of  flesh  and  blood,  he  also 
k  of  the  auno  ;  that,  by  undergoing  death,  he  might  destroy  him 
lad  the  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil ',  and  deliver  those  who, 
li  lev  of  death,  were  aU  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage,**  Heb.  ii.  14, 
knd  ihos  saith  the  venerable  elder  concerning  the  gloried  saints  in 
^  These  are  they  who  came  out  of  great  tribulation ;  and  they  have 
i  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  tiie  Lamb;  there- 
e  they  before  the  throne,"  Rev.  viL  14. 

Philistines  rejoiced  when  Samson,  the  destroyer  of  their  country,  was 
ed  into  their  hands.  How  much  greater  reason  have  we  to  r^oice, 
tie  blessed  Jesus  has  vanquished  our  last  enemy !  has  made  death  the 
if  of  endless  life,  and  the  grave  a  gate  to  eternal  gloiy !  Joseph  had 
o  be  glad,  when  he  put  off  his  prison-garments,  and  was  clothed  with 
of  raiment ;  when  he  was  brought  from  the  dungeon  to  the  palace, 
Dcrared  with  a  seat  at  the  right  hand  of  the  king.  But  is  it  not  an 
arably  richer  blessing,  to  have  our  robes  washed  in  redeeming  blood, 
X  sofids  cleansed  from  aU  guilt  ?  Is  it  not  an  incomparably  higher 
ement,  to  be  admitted  into  the  blissful  presence,  and  to  possess  tlio 
fcing  kingdom  of  God  ? 

ompinliend  all  in  a  word. — Hereby  are  procured,  even  for  the  most 
by  creatures,  aU  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant.  Therefore  the 
i  Christ  is  styled  by  a  prophet,  ^^  the  blood  of  thy  covenant,"  Zech. 
by  an  apostle,  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,"  Heb.  xiii.  20 : 
r  Lord  himself  says,  "  this  is  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood,"  Luke 
h  Is  it  a  privilege  to  know  God,  the  infinitely  amiable  centre' and 
of  all  perfection?  Is  it  a  most  valuable  endowment  to  have  his 
it  into  our  minds,  and  written  on  our  hearts?  Is  it  a  branch  of  real 
to  have  our  numberless  sins  forgiven,  and  not  one  of  our  iniquities  re- 
red  any  more  ?  Is  it  the  compendium  of  all  happiness  to  have  God 
portion  and  our  exceeding  great  reward  ?  to  be  his  peculiar  treasure, 
ing  and  beloved  people  ?  Heb.  viii.  10 — 12.  Of  all  these  we  may 
liey  are  the  purchase  of  Immanuel's  blood ;  and  whoever  is  truly  in- 
i  in  the  one,  \s  unquestionably  entitled  to  the  other. 

I,  then,  would  refuse  so  comfortable 

'.  Too  comfortable,  we  might  imagine,  to  be  either  true  in  itself  or 
its  consequences.  Must  it  not  tend  to  imbolden  the  sinner  in  the 
ttion  of  his  vices  ?  Who  need  scruple  to  transgress,  or  be  very  solici- 
repent,  if  an  all-atoning  sacrifice  has  been  offered  for  every  kind  and 
legree  of  wickedness  ? 

Would  you  have  sinners  intimidated  ?  Nothing  speaks  such  terror 
rhildren  of  disobedience,  as  the  bitter  passion  and  accursed  death  of 
All  the  rhetorical  aggravations  of  sin,  with  regard  to  its  loathsome 
and  execrable  vileness;  all  the  severity  of  vengeance,  executed  upon 
us  angels  or  wicked  men ;  all,  all  are  weak  and  inexpressive,  com- 
rith  the  dreadful  emphasis  of  this  great  transaction.  For,  if  the  Lord 
[ty  spared  not  his  own  Son,  when  guilt  was  not  found  in  him,  but 
pnted  to  him ;  how  much  less  shall  he  sparein  corrigible  offenders,  who 
bitnally  commit,  and  obstinately  persist  in,  their  daring  impieties  ? 
f  repentance,  you  mean  an  ingenuous  sorrow  for  our  transgressioni 
:  is  so  likely  to  break  the  stony,  or  molt  the  icy  heart,  as  these  dok 
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fal  effects  of  sin.  Let  us  imagine  ourselyes  present  at  Calvary  and  atfmH 
by  the  Gross.  See  \  the  innocent,  the  amiable,  the  illustrions  Saviour, 
on  a  tree— a  tree,  torturous  a«the  rack,  and  ignominious  as  the  gibbet  1 
his  face  is  foul  with  spitting,  and  his  sides  are  torn  with  the  scourge, 
veins  stream  with  blood,  and  his  heart  is  wounded  with  anguish, 
hangs,  abandoned  by  his  friends,  reviled  by  his  enemies,  and  forsaken 
by  his  God.  Can  we  reflect  that  we,  even  we,  were  the  cause  of  this  t 
solable  misery,  and  not  feel  remorse  in  our  consciences,  or  sorrow  in  ^ 
minds  ?  Can  we  reflect,  that  for  us,  for  us  he  bore  this  amazing  tormenti  i| 
not  smite  our  breasts,  or  be  pained  at  our  very  souls  ?  \ 

If,  by  repentance,  you  mean  a  thorough  renunciation  of  all  iniquity^ 
motive  is  so  eflectual  to  divorce  the  heart  from  every  abominable  idol, 
divert  the  feet  from  every  evil  way,  as  an  attentive  consideration  of  oor 
deemer  s  death.  Whose  indignation  does  not  rise  against  the  in&mons 
that  betrayed  the  blessed  Jesus?  who  is  not  ready  to  detest  those  envemMM 
tongues  which  accused  him,  and  those  barbarous  hands  which  crucified  Uij 
How  then  can  we  cherish  those  horrid  lusts,  which  were  the  principal  aeli 
in  this  deepest  of  tragedies  ?  how  can  we  caress,  how  can  we  entertaiiiy  kj^ 
can  we  endure,  those  execrable  iniquities,  which  were  the  betrayers  and  wti 
derers  of  the  Prince  of  Life  ?  "  He  bore  our  sins  in  his  own"  bleeding, 
^*  body  on  the  tree,"  not  that  we  should  be  imboldened  to  repeat  tium, 
incited  to  abhor  them,  and  induced  to  forsake  them ;  that  in  our 
and  our  aflVctions,  we  should  not  only  be  averse,  but  even  ^'dead  to 
1  Pet.  ii.  24. 

If  you  would  have  benevolence,  your  favourite  principle,  take  place 
operate,  it  is  impossible  to  urge  so  endearing  a  persuasive  to  universal 
will,  as  this  ^'  kindness  and  love  of  God  our  Saviour,"  Tit.  iii.  4. 
can  we  indulge  the  sallies  of  resentment,  or  harbour  the  seeds  of  ani 
when  the  meek,  the  merciful,  the  infinitely  gracious  Redeemer,  laid 
his  life  for  his  bitterest  enemies  ?  How  can  we  treat  with  contempt  or  i 
ference  even  the  meanest  of  mankind,  since  our  divine  Master  gave  his 
glorious  person  for  vile  wretches,  and  miserable  sinners  ?  Never  was  iheiojj 
winning  a  call  to  disinterested  charity,  as  the  amiable  example  of  ChM 
never  so  binding  a  cement  of  brotherly  love,  as  the  blood  of  the  cmolll 
Jesus.  i 

In  short,  would  you  have  people  possessed  of  every  heavenly  virtae,  A 
animated  to  the  practice  of  every  good  work  ?  Nothing  adminisfeMnJ 
powerful  an  incitement  to  them  all,  as  a  lively  and  appropriating  seimj 
this  wondrous  grace.  Set  home  by  the  Holy  Ghost*,  it  produces  such  a 
gratitude,  and  such  a  heartfelt  joy,  as  are  far  more  operative  than  the 
awful  threatenings,  or  the  most  cogent  reasonings.  So  that,  quite  contn 
to  your  suspicions,  the  native  tendency  of  this  excellent  doctrine  is,  to  suppn 
ungodliness  and  promote  piety. 

Observe  how  the  present  calm  evening,  yonder  mild  declining  sun,  and  tbi 

*  The  reader  will  give  me  leave,  on  this  occasion,  to  subjoin  the  noble  doxology  of 
Church ;  which,  when  thus  applied,  may  be  an  excellent  means,  both  of  expretting 
gratitude,  and  quickening  our  devotion.  '*  Glory  be  to  the  Father/'  for  proTidmc  - 
all-sufficient  atonement,  and  giving  his  Son  to  save  a  ruined  world.  **  Glory  be  to  tlieSc 
for  humbling  himself  to  the  death  of  the  cross,  and  obtaining  eternal  redemption  for 
ners.  "  Glory  be  to  the  Holy  Ghost,"  for  testifying  of  Christ  in  onr  hearts,  uid 
propriating  this  great  salvation  to  our  soula. 
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ly  bieeiBes,  have  unlocked  the  flowery  prisons,  and  detached  a  pro- 
odonis  through  the  air ;  have  inspirited  the  little  songsters  of  the 
id  fetched  lavish  harmony  &om  their  throats.  So  sweetly  will  a 
ef  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified,  draw  forth  all  the  powers  of 
,  in  acts  of  ready  and  cheerful  obedience.  He  is  therefore  said,  not 
justify,   but  sJso  to  "sanctify  the  people  with  his  blood,"  Heb. 

s  consider  the  death  of  Christ,  in  this  its  full  grandeur  and  extensive 
and  we  shall  discern  the  admirable  propriety  of  the  apostle's  remark, 
•ame  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  all  things, 
ing  many  sons  unto  glory,  to  make  the  Captain  of  their  salvation 
hrough  suflerings,"  Heb.  ii.  10.  It  became  ;  as  an  act  of  sovereignty 
it  comported  vrith  the  dignity,  and  emblazoned  (if  I  may  so  speak) 
mprehensible  majesty  of  his  perfections.  As  an  execution  of  impar- 
reance  on  our  Surety,  it  asserted  the  rights  of  divine  government, 
led  the  utmost  veneration  to  the  divine  law.  As  an  emanation  of 
ilgen<»  to  us,  it  redressed  all  our  misery,  and  retrieves  our  whole 
».  In  each,  in  every  respect,  it  is  worthy  of  the  most  grateful  and 
acceptance  from  sinful  man,  and  such  as  will  be  had  in  everlasting 
»y  the  choirs  of  saints,  and  the  host  of  angels. 
I  thank  you,  Aspasio.  Your  arguments  have  not  indeed  con- 
ie,  but  they  have  strengthened  my  faith.  I  never  was  so  unhappily 
1^  as  to  disbelieve  the  satisfaction  made  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
divine  jiistice ;  made  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  But  I  now  see 
arly  its  reasonableness  and  importance ;  its  cheering  aspect  on  the 
>nscience,  and  its  benign  influence  on  the  moral  conduct. 
I  congratulate  you,  dear  Theron,  from  my  inmost  soul,  on  your 
I  conviction  of  this  important  truth.  May  you  have  still  more  ex- 
md  generous  views  of  the  glorious  article !  and  may  every  renewed 
more  and  more  influential  on  your  heart ! 

ing,  ravishing  thought !  to  have  him  for  our  bleeding  victim  !  him 
^reat  propitiation  !  at  whose  feet  the  armies  of  heaven  bow,  and  the 
I  light  adore  !  Reviving,  ravishing  thought ;  to  have  all  our  punish- 
stained,  and  the  whole  curse  of  the  law  exhausted ;  so  that  justice 
Q  demand  no  more  !  Nay,  to  have  so  perfect  a  ransom  paid  for  our 
ion,  that  it  is  not  barely  an  act  of  favourable  indulgence,  but  of  the 
righteousness*  also,  to  pardon,  accept,  and  glorify  the  believer, 
a  method  of  reconciliation,  how  fully  does  the  judgment  acquiesce, 
w  securely  the  conscience  rest ! 

ise  me,  Theron-  My  affections  are  again  upon  the  soar.  But  I  clip 
ings. — Only  let  me  ask.  Is  not  this  doctrine  the  grand  peculiarity 
gospel,  by  which  it  stands  distinguished  from  every  other  religion 
3d  in  the  world  !  Is  it  not  the  central  point,  in  which  all  the  lines 
'  unite,  and  from  which  all  the  rays  of  consolation  proceed  ?     Strike 

ereforc  the  apostle  says,  "  God  is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins/'  1  John 
iithfol ;  because  he  had  promised  this  blessing,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  his 
a.  Just ;  surely,  then,  he  will  punish  !  No  ;  for  this  very  reason  he  wiU  pardon. 
Vf  seem  strange  ;  but,  upon  the  evangelical  principles  of  atonement  and  redemp- 
is  apparently  true  ;  because,  when  the  debt  is  paid,  or  the  purchase  is  made,  it  is 
t  of  equity  to  cancel  the  bond,  and  consign  over  the  purchased  possession. 

f2 
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this  article  from  the  creed,  and  you  reduce  the  mystery  of  godlinesi 
system  of  ethics  ;  you  degrade  the  Christian  church  into  a  school  of 
phy.  To  deny  the  expiation  made  by  our  Redeemer's  sacrifice,  is  to  ol 
the  brightest  manifestation  of  divine  benignity,  and  to  undermine  the 
cipal  pillar  of  practical  religion  !  is  to  make  a  desperate  shipwreck  of  tj 
cyerlasting  interests,  and  to  dash  (such,  I  fear,  it  will  be  found  in  the  b$ 
issue  of  things)  ourselves  to  death  on  the  very  rock  of  salvation.  c< 

Ther.  Now,  I  believe,  it  is  time  to  repair  homewards.  And  I  hope  ] 
will  be  no  disagreeable  exchange,  if  we  resign  our  seat  on  the  mount  ia^ 
place  in  the  dining-room. 

Aitp.  Pray,  let  me  inquire,  as  we  walk  along,  (for  I  was  un willing  ^ 
interrupt  our  discourse,  merely  to  gratify  my  curiosity),  what  may  be  l| 
design  of  yonder  edifice,  which  rises  on  a  small  eminence  near  the  paUl 
road  ?  it  is  neither  a  tower,  nor  a  dwelling-house  ;  but  looks  like  a  stuAil 
column,  erected  on  purpose  to  beautify  the  prospect. 

Ther,  It  is  a  sort  of  monumental  pile,  erected,  as  the  story  goes,  on  a  t^ 
memorable  occasion.  Queen  Elleanor  accompanied  king  Edward  the  ¥h 
to  (what  was  called)  the  holy  war ;  in  which  he  gained  signal  ad' 
over  the  infidels,  and  acquired  a  large  share  of  renown  to  himsdf. 
many  gallant  exploits  performed  in  the  field,  a  treacherous  and 
Saracen,  demanding  admittance  into  his  chamber  under  pretence  ci 
business,  woimded  him  with  an  impoisoned  dagger;  the  consoqaeai 
which,  his  physicians  declared,  must  be  inevitable  and  speedy  death,  nnlei 
poison  was  sucked  out  by  some  human  mouth.  This  might  possibly 
servo  the  royal  patient,  but  would  be  extremely  dangerous  to  the  o; 

Dangerous  as  it  was,  his  queen  claimed  the  office  ;  insisted  upon  it 
consort's  right ;  and  executed  it  so  faithfully,  that  sho  saved  the  kinjfi 
-— «o  happily,  that  she  lost  not  her  own.     After  this,  she  returned  to 
lived  many  years,  and  bore  several  children.      But  sooner  or  later 
itself  must  pay  the  debt  to  nature.     Dying  on  a  journey  to  Scotlandi 
was  brought  back  to  the  last  and  long  homo  of  our  English  moi 
Wherever  her  corpse  rested  in  the  way  to  its  interment,  a  structure  t 
(as  you  now  behold)  was  raised,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
conjugal  affection. 

Asp,  And  should  not  our  hearts  be  a  monument  of  gratitude  to  t| 
blessed  Jesus,  who  drew  the  deadly  venom,  not  from  our  veins,  bat  fti 
the  immortal  part  of  our  nature  ;  and  not  at  the  hazard,  but  at  the  Ices,  m 
certain  and  unavoidable  loss  of  his  precious  life  ?  He  opened  his  bnil 
opened  his  very  soul,  to  the  keenest  arrows  of  vindictive  justice;  tU 
transfixing  him,  they  might  drop  short  of  us  ;  ^*  the  poison  whereof  dm 
up  his  spirits,"  Job.  vi.  4,  that  the  balm  of  peace  might  refresh  ours. 

O,  my  Theron  !  let  our  memories  be  the  tablet  to  record  this  unexampl 
instance  of  compassion  and  goodness.  Let  our  affections  dwell  upon  i 
tragical,  the  delightful  history ;  till  they  melt  into  contrition,  and  are  i 
flamed  with  love.     If  we  want  an  inscription,  let  us  make  use  of  those  nol 

•  Westminster  Abbey. 

t  One  of  these  structores  stands  on  the  high-road  near  Northampton.     A  Latin ! 
Bcription  informs  the  traveller  concerning  its  occasion  and  design  : — 

"  In  perpetuam  Regime  Eleanorae 
Conjogalis  amoria  memonam.** 
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which,  in  the  finest  dimaz  imaginable,  describe  the  magnifioenoe  and 
of  this  astonidiing  tnuiaaotion : — 

Surrey  the  wondroiis  cure, 


And  at  each  step  let  higher  wonder  rise. 
^rdoB  for  infinite  oienoe  I  end  pardon 
Throagh  means  that  s|>eak  its  valne  infinite ! 
A  pardon  bought  with  blood  !  with  blood  divine  I 
With  blood  divine  of  him  I  made  my  foe  I 
Periiited  to  provoke!    Thon^  woo*d  and  awed, 
Bleseed  and  chastised,  a  flagrant  rebel  stiU  1 
Nor  I  alone !    A  rebd  nniverse  ! 
My  species  up  in  arms  1    Not  one  exempt ! 
Yet  for  the  foulest  of  the  fonl  he  dies  !*' 

Niffht  ThoughtM,  No.  iv. 
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PASio  having  some  letters  of  importance  to  answer,  as  soon  as  the  cloth 
aken  away,  retired  firom  table.  Hb  epistolary  engagements  being  dis- 
ed,  he  inquired  for  Thenm.  The  servants  informed  him  that  their 
rr  had  walked  into  the  garden.     A  very  little  search  found  him  seated 

ury  mount,  and  sheltered  by  an  elegant  arbour. 
nog  and  substantial  plants  of  laburnum  formed  the  shell,  while  the 
»■  and  flexile  shoots  of  83rringa  filled  up  the  interstices.     Was  it  to 
liment,  as  well  as  to  accommodate  their  worthy  guests,  that  they 
ivove  the  luxuriant  foliage  ?     Was  it  to  represent  those  tender  but 

attachments,  which  had  united  tlieir  affections,  and  blended  their 
!Sts  ?  I  will  not  too  positively  ascribe  such  a  design  to  the  disposition 
»  branches.  They  composed,  however,  by  their  twining  embraces,  no 
ressive  emblem  of  the  endearments  and  the  advantages  of  friendship. 

composed  a  canopy  of  the  freshest  verdure,  and  of  the  thickest  texture ; 
ck,  that  it  entirely  excluded  the  sultry  ray,  and  shed  both  a  cool 
hment,  and  an  amusive  gloom ;  while  every  unsheltered  tract  glared 
light,  or  fainted  with  heat. 

u  enter  by  on  cosy  ascent  of  stops,  lined^  with  turf,  and  fenced  with  a 
trade  of  doping  bay  trees.  Tlie  roof  was  a  fine  concave,  peculiarly 
:ed  and  stately.  Not  embossed  with  sculpture,  not  mantled  over  with 
rork,  not  incrustcd  with  splendid  fresco  ;  but  far  more  delicately 
ed  with  the  syringa's  silver  tufts,  and  the  laburnum's  flowering  gold, 
»  large  and  lovely  clusters,  gracefully  pendent  from  the  Ic^afy  dome, 
sing  their  sweets  to  the  delighted  bee,  and  gently  waving  to  the  balmy 
1  of  spring,  gave  the  utmost  enrichment  to  the  charming  bower, 
ring  the  entrance  lay  a  spacious  grassy  walk,  terminated  by  an  octangular 
vrith  a  cxmoxx'AJet'deau  playing  inihe  centre.  The  waters,  spinning 
iie  lower  orifices,  were  attenuated  into  innumerable  little  threads,  which 
sed  themselves  in  an  horizontal  direction,  and  returned  to  the  reservoir 
drizzling  shower.      Those  which  issued  from  the  higher  tubes  and 

apertures,  either  sprung  perpendicularly,  or  spouted  obliquely,  and 
d  as  they  fell  several  lofty  arches  of  liquid  cr3rstal,  all  glittering  to  thii 
id  cooling  to  the  air.  ^ 
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Parallel  to  the  walk  ran  a  parterre,  planted  with  an  aasemhlage  of  flow 
which  advanced  one  above  another  in  regular  gradations  of  height,  of  digq 
and  of  beauty.  Firet,  a  row  of  daisies,  gay  as  the  smile  of  youth,  and 
as  the  virgin  snows.  Next,  a  range  of  crocuses,  like  a  long  stripe  of  y^ 
satin,  quilted  with  threads,  or  diversified  with  sprigs  of  green.  A  sapq 
order  of  ranunculuses,  each  resembling  the  cap  of  an  earl's  coronet,  repleniii 
the  third  story  with  full  blown  tufts  of  glossy  scarlet.  Beyond  this,  a  v^ 
elevated  line  of  tulips  *  raised  their  flourished  heads,  and  opened  ftl 
enamelled  cups ;  not  bedecked  with  a  single  tint  only,  but  glowing  with  4 
intermingled  variety  of  almost  every  radiant  hue.  Above  all  aroee  A 
noble  ornament  of  a  royal  escutcheon,  the  Jleur-de-luee,  bright  with  etiiapi 
blue,  and  grand  with  imperial  purple ;  which  formed,  by  its  graceful  pi 
jections,  a  cornice  or  a  capital  of  more  than  Corinthian  richness,  and  n 
parted  the  most  consummate  beauty  to  the  blooming  colonnade. 

The  whole,  viewed  from  the  arbour,  looked  like  a  rainbow  painted  vp 
the  ground,  and  wanted  nothing  to  rival  tliat  resplendent  arch,  mily  i 
boldness  of  its  sweep,  and  the  advantage  of  its  ornamental  curve. 

To  this  agreeable  recess  Tlieron  had  withdrawn  himself.     Here  he 
musing  and  thoughtful,  with  his  eye  fixed  upon  a  picture  representing  aa 
magnificent  ruins.     Wholly  intent  upon  this  speculation,  he  never  peroei^ 
the  approach  of  Aspasio  till  he  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  mounts  1 
was  ready  to  take  a  seat  by  his  side. 

Asp.  Lost,  Tlieron  !  quite  lost  in  thought !  and  unaffected  with  all  Hi 
amiable  objects !  insensible  amidst  this  profunon  of  beauties,  which,  h 
every  quarter,  make  their  court  to  your  senses !  Methinks,  the  snaii 
cynic  in  his  tub  could  hardly  put  on  a  greater  severity  of  aspect  than  1 
polite  philosopher  in  his  blooming  Eden. 

Tker.  Ah  !  my  dear  friend,  these  flowery  toys,  which  embellish  i 
garden,  are  familiar  to  my  eye,  and  therefore  cheap  in  my  esteem.  I  beh 
them  frequently,  and  for  that  reason  feel  but  little  of  the  pleasing  snipi 
which  they  may  possibly  awaken  in  a  stranger.  Something  like  this  we 
experience  with  regard  to  events  infinitely  more  worthy  our  admiring  noti 
Else,  why  are  we  not  struck  with  a  mixture  of  amazement,  veneration,  a 
delight,  at  the  grand  machinery  and  magnificent  productions  of  nature  ? 

lliat  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  should  wheel  round  the  vast  tenesti 
globe,  with  such  prodigious  rapidity  and  exact  punctuality,  on  purpose 
produce  the  regular  vicissitudes  of  day  and  night,  on  purpose  to  bring 
the  orderly  succession  of  seed-time  and  harvest !  We  wonder  when 
read  of  the  Israelites  sojourning  forty  years  in  the  desert,  marching  bai 
ward  and  forward  over  its  burning  sands,  and  find  neither  their  clot] 
waxing  old,  Deut.  viii.  4,  by  so  long  a  use,  nor  their  feet  swelling  writh  m 
painful  journeys,  Neh.  ix,  21  :  yet  we  are  neither  impressed  with  wonc 
nor  affected  with  gratitude,  when  we  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  air,  wh 
clothes  the  earth,  as  it  were,  with  a  garment ;  which  has  neither  contrac 

*  Here  b,  it  most  be  confessed,  some  little  deviation  from  the  general  laws  of 
season  ;  some  anachronism  in  the  annals  of  the  parterre.  The  flowers  united  in 
representation  do  not,  according  to  the  usual  process  of  nature,  make  their  appears 
together.  However,  as,  by  the  economy  of  a  skilful  gardener,  they  may  be  thui  a 
ciated,  I  hope  the  possibility  of  the  thing  will  screen  my  flowery  productions  from 
blasts  of  censure. 
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any  iiozioiia  ttint  throtigh  tho  eztensiye  revolation  of  almost  six  thousand 
jMn,  nxxr  suffered  any  diminution  of  its  natural  force,  though  exercised  in  a 
series  of  umemitted  activity  ever  since  the  elementary  operations  began. 

This  drvog^t  in  my  hand  shows  us  the  instability  of  the  grandest,  most 
laboured  monuments  of  human  art.  They  are  soon  swept  away  among  the 
other  feeUe  attempts  of  mortality ;  or  remain  only,  as  you  see  here,  in 
shattered  ruins,  memorials  of  the  vain  and  powerless  ambition  of  the  builders. 
How  stnnge  then,  that  a  structure,  incomparably  more  tender  and  delicate, 
should  be  preserred  to  old  age  and  hoary  haurs !  That  the  bodily  machine, 
whidi  is  so  exquisite  in  its  firame,  so  complicated  in  its  parts,  and  performs 
so  many  thousands  of  motions  eveiy  moment,  should  continue  unimpaired, 
yet  act  without  intermission,  so  many  days  and  weeks,  and  months  and 
yean  I  How  strange  all  this ;  yet,  because  common,  how  seldom  does  it 
excite  our  praise,  or  so  much  as  engage  our  notice ! 

d^.  Your  remarks  are  as  just,  as  the  neglect  of  them  is  customary. — 
Unaccountable  supineness !  Thou^  *^  God  doth  great  things,"  worthy  of  all 
observation,  **yea,  and  wonders  without  number,"  we  yawn  with  indolence, 
instead  €)i  being  animated  with  devotion,  or  transported  with  delight. 
**  Lo !  he  goeth  before  us,"  in  evident  manifestations  of  wisdom  and  power, 
"yet  we  see  him  not ;  he  passeih  on  also,"  and  scatters  unnumbered  blessings 
from  his  providential  hand,  **  but  we  perceive  him  not,"  Job  ix.  10,  11. 

This,  tiiough  greatly  culpable,  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the  smallest 
instances  of  our  ungrateful  insensibility.  Are  wo  not  inattentive  even  to 
the  work  of  redemption  ?  That  work,  which,  according  to  the  emphatical 
declaration  of  Scripture,  "  exceeds  in  glory,"  2  Cor.  iii.  9 ;  is  by  far  the 
greatest,  the  most  marvellous  of  all  sublunary,  perhaps  of  all  divine  transac- 
tions. Are  we  not  shamefully  unaffected,  even  with  the  appearance  of  God 
in  human  flesh  ?  Though  the  King  of  kings  vouchsafes  to  exchange  his 
throne  for  the  humiliation  of  a  servant,  and  the  death  of  a  malefactor ;  though 
he  is  pleased,  by  the  imputation  of  his  active,  as  well  as  passive  obedience, 
■  to  become  **  the  Lord  our  righteousness ; "  yet 

TAer,  You  are  taking  an  effectual  way,  Aspasio,  to  rouse  mc  from  my 
reverie,  and  make  me  indeed  like  the  snarling  philosopher.  '^  Imputed 
righteousness  is  a  scheme  grossly  frivolous  and  absurd,  utterly  insiifiicicut  to 
answer  tho  end  proposed ;  and,  one  would  think,  could  never  be  depended 
00,  where  there  is  tiie  least  degree  of  understanding  and  capacity  for  rcason- 

Atp,  Who  is  warm  now,  Theron  ?  May  I  not  remind  my  friend,  that 
the  resentful  is  no  more  fitted  to  work  conviction  than  the  rapturous? 
Perhaps  you  have  not  duly  considered  this  subject,  nor  seen  it  in  the  proper 
point  of  view.  I  have  sometimes  beheld  a  ship  of  war  several  leagues  off  at 
tea.  It  seemed  to  be  a  dim  cloudy  something,  hovering  on  the  skirts  of 
the  horizon,  contemptibly  mean,  and  not  worthy  of  a  moment's  regard. 
But,  as  the  floating  citadel  approached,  the  masts  arose ;  the  sails  swelled 

*  The  reader  will  probably  be  disgusted  at  this  heat  of  temper,  this  asperity  of  diction, 
ind  both  to  abmptij  introduced.  I  have  no  apology  to  make  for  my  Theron.  The 
reader  has  reason  to  be  disgusted,  has  reason  to  be  chagrined.  Only  let  me  desire  him 
toiemember,  that  Uiis  is  the  very  spirit,  nay,  these  are  the  very  worJ«,  of  a  celebrated 
oppoter  of  our  docfaioe ;  not  added  when  be  baa  fully  proved  the  absurdity  of  x\\e  ^cYveme, 
hmt  aaamwed  ewva  upon  the  entrance  to  hia  diacoune. 


li 

lut ;  itD  atuti.-]y  riTTH  and  c<irious  propurtiuiiB  etrii(.'k  tlii;  sigUt.  It  wns  no 
linger  u  sliQpL'luas  iitaas,  ur  n.  blot  in  tlic  ])ros]>ect,  bnt  tlie  maater-pieve  of 
Hinian  contrivanci.',  and  t!ie  noblest  sjicctaclc  in  the  world  of  art.  Tlie  eye 
H  never  weary  of  viewing  its  structure,  nor  tlie  miud  in  contemplaUng  its 

Who  knows,  Theron,  but  this  sacred  scheme  likewise,  which  you  now 
ook  upon  as  a,  confused  Jieap  of  errors,  may  very  much  improve  when  rooie 
closely  examined  ;  may  at  length  appear  a  wise  and  benign  plan,  admirality 
itted  to  the  condition  of  our  fallen  nature,  and  perfectly  worthy  of  all 
^;epptation  ? 

Tlier.  I  know  not  what  may  happen,  Aspasio  ;  but  there  seems  to  be 
ery  little  probability  of  such  a  change.  For,  though  my  last  opposition 
vas  a  mock-fight,  in  my  prestnt  objections  I  am  very  sincere,  and  to  this 
loctrine  I  am  a  determined  enemy.  The  notion  of  a  substituted  and 
icarious  righteousness,  is  absurd  even  to  common  sense,  and  to  the  most 
latiiral  and  easy  reflections  of  men. 

Asp.  It  may  not,  my  dear  friend,  agree  with  our  natural  apprehenaona, 
Lor  fall  in  with  the  method  which  we  might  have  devised  for  the  salvation 
f  mankiud.  But  this  is  the  voice  of  Scripture,  and  a  maxim  never  to  be 
brgotten  ;   "  God's  thoiights  are  not  as  our  tliouglita,  nor  his  ways  as  our 
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erery  argument  in  favour  of  the  former,  is  equally  conclusive  in  behalf  of 
tbe  latter. 

Tker,  I  very  freely  grant,  that  Christ  Jesus  was  pumshcd  in  our  stead  ; 
that  his  death  is  the  expiation  of  our  sin,  and  the  cause  of  our  security  from 
penal  suffering.     But  this 

Asp.  WiU  undeniably  prove,  that  sin  was  imputed  to  him ;  otherwise  ho 
conld  not  truly  suffer  in  our  stead,  nor  be  justly  punished  at  all.  ^*  And 
impntation  is  as  reasonable  and  justifiable  in  one  case  as  in  the  other,  for 
they  both  stand  upon  one  and  the  same  foot ;  and,  for  that  reason,  he  who 
throws  down  one,  throws  down  both."  I  should  not  have  interrupted  my 
Tlieron,  onlj  to  introduce  this  answer  from  an  eminent  divine,  who  adds 
what  should  be  very  seriously  considered :  ^^  And  therefore,  whoever  re- 
jeets  the  doctrine  of  the  imputation  of  our  Saviours  righteousness  to 
man,  does,  by  so  doing,  reject  tlie  imputation  of  man's  sin  to  our  Saviour, 
and  all  the  consequences  of  it.  Or,  in  other  words,  he  who  rejects  the 
doctrine  of  the  imputation,  docs,  by  so  doing,  reject  tlio  doctrine  of  the  ex- 
piation likewise*." 

Tksr,  I  know  notliing  of  this  divine;  and,  eminent  as  he  is,  can  hardly 
take  his  ip$e  dixit  for  a  decision. 

AMp.  I  was  in  hopes  you  would  pay  the  greater  regard  to  his  opinion, 
because  he  is  not  in  the  number  of  the  whimsical  fanatics. 

Give  me  leave  to  observe  farther,  that  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteous- 
ocfls  bears  an  evident  analogy  to  another  great  truth  of  Christianity.  AVe 
did  not  personally  commit  Adam's  sin,  yet  are  we  chargeable  with  guilt  and 
liable  to  condemnation  on  tliat 

Tker.  How !  we  chargeable  with  guilt  and  liable  to  condemnation  on 
account  of  Adam's  transgression !  Tliis  position  I  must  deny,  I  had  almost 
said,  I  must  abhor.  None  otlier  could,  in  the  eye  of  justice  and  equity,  bo 
blamable  for  any  offence  of  our  first  parents,  but  they  only. 

Atp.  So  says  Theron  ;  but  what  says  St.  I^aul  ?  Tliis  may  be  the  voice 
of  natural  reason,  but  what  is  the  language  of  diviue  revelation  ?  ''  In 
whom,"  that  is,  in  Adam,  ^'  all  have  sinned." 

Ther,  The  words,  if  I  remember  right,  are,  "For  that  all  have 
sinned." 

Asp.  In  the  margin  they  are  translated  as  I  have  repeated  them.  For 
this  interpretation  I  might  contend,  as  not  in  the  least  incompatible  with 
the  original  phrase  1,  and  as  the  most  precisely  suitable  to  the  sacred 
argument.  But  I  wave  this  advantage.  Let  the  words  run  into  your 
mould,  and  the  translation  take  your  form.  Tliey  are  equally  decisive  of 
the  point  in  debate.  They  assign  the  "  reason  why  death  came  upon  all 
men,"  infants  themselves  not  excepted:  "For  that,"  or  inasmuch  as,  "all 
have  sinned."  IIow?  Not  in  their  own  person,  this  was  utteriy  impossi- 
ble :  But  in  that  first  grand  transgression  of  their  fedi^ral  head,  which,  as 
it  could  not  be  actually  committed  by  them,  must,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  apostle's  arguing,  be  imputed  to  them. 

Tker.  Pray,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  stiff,  and  to  me  uuiiitelligibls 
phrase,  federal  head  ?  ' 

*  Staynoe  upon  **  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  alone/*  vol.  i.  p.  3;M. 
t  E^*  «  warns nfui^rtff  Rom.  v.  12. 
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Atp.  1  mean  what  Milton  celebrates,  when  lie  rcpteaents  tlie  Almighty 
father  thus  addreaaiug  Ilia  etemnl  Son  : 

"  Be  tbou  ID  Adam's  roam 

The  Head  of  all  maakiad,  tboDKh  Adam'i  son.  , 

\i  in  hliu  iiFrieli  all  aien,  ed  [n  Iliee, 

As  rroui  n  Eeooiid  root,  ahall  be  restored  | 

As  many  as  are  restored  ;  witlioaE  thee,  none." — B.  iii.  1.  385. 

what  the  apostle  trachea,  when  he  colls  Clirist  "the  second  man," 
1  Cor.  jtv.  47,  and  "  the  last  Adam,"  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  The  second !  the  last  I 
How  ?  Not  in  a  numerieal  aense,  not  in  order  of  time,  but  in  this  respect : 
riiat  as  Adam  was  a  public  person,  and  acted  in  the  stead  of  all  mankind,  so 
ChriBt  was  a  public  peison,  and  acted  in  behalf  of  all  his  people  :  Tliat,  as 
Adam  was  tlic  first  general  representative  of  this  kind,  Christ  was  the  second 
md  the  last ;  there  never  was,  and  there  never  will  be  any  other  :  That 
kvhnt  they  severally  did,  in  this  capacity,  was  not  intended  to  terminate  in 
themselves,  but  to  affect  as  many  as  they  respectively  represented.  This  is 
'i.  Paul's  meaning,  and  this  te  the  foundation  of  the  dnettine  of  imputation. 

Ther.  If  you  build  it  on  no  other  foundation  than  your  own  particular 
ensc  of  the  apostlo'a  words,  (jerhapa  your  ground  may  provo  Bandy,  and 
treacherous  to  its  tnist. 

Asp.   I  build  it  upon  mine,  and  I  deduce  it  from  yours,  Theron.      But  I 
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aune  thing.     He  all  along   maintains    a  distinction   between   them;   re- 
presents the  fonner  as  the  canse  of  the  latter.     Judgment,  condemnation 
death  are  owing  to  sin,  offence,  disobedience.     It  is  hy  the  imputation  o^ 
these  tliat  we  become  obnoxious  to  those. 

This  account  is  clear,  is  natural,  and  wants  no  strained  criticisms  to  sup- 
port it.  This  account  demonstrates  the  equity  of  that  providential  govern- 
ment, whidi  executes  the  sentence  of  death  even  on  those  descendants  of 
Adam  who  have  not  sinned  in  their  own  persons.  It  also  illustrates  the 
prooeduie  of  that  sovereign  grace,  which  treats  as  righteous,  and  entitles  to 
life,  OTen  those  believers  in  Jesus  who  have  not  obeyed  in  their  own  persons. 
— ^What  Bays  our  Church  ?  You  have  a  great  veneration  for  the  Church  of 
Eaglaiid,  llieron. 

Tker,  I  have.  But,  I  fear,  my  Aspasio  has  neither  so  honourable  an 
opinion  of  her  worship,  nor  so  steady  an  adherence  to  her  constitution ; 
otherwise  he  would  not  so  highly  extol  those  ambitious  and  canting  hypo- 
crites, the  Puritans;  who  were  the  most  inveterate  enemies  of  our 
excellent  establishment,  and  would  have  rejoiced  in  its  utter  subversion. 

A^.  As  to  the  Puritans,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that 
I  apeak  only  of  their  evangelical  tenets,  abstracted  from  all  political  princi- 
ples. As  to  myself  your  fears  are  friendly,  but  I  trust  they  are  groundless. 
I  would  only  ask.  Who  are  to  be  deemed  the  most  affectionate  and  faithful 
sons  of  their  sacred  mother  ?  Those,  I  presume,  who  most  cordially  em- 
bface  her  doctrines,  and  most  dutifully  submit  to  her  precepts.  By  this 
touchstone  let  my  fidelity  be  tried  ;  and,  for  an  immediate  trial,  be  pleased 
to  repeat  her  ninth  article. 

TAer,  I  cannot  say  that  I  remember  the  particular  words  of  any,  though 
I  have  often  read,  and  very  much  approve  them  all. 

Atp,  1  wish  you  would  commit  to  your  memory  four  or  five  of  the  most 
disdnguished  *.  They  are  a  valuable  treasure,  and  contain  the  quintessence 
of  the  gospel. 

These  are  the  words  of  the  ninth  article :  "  Original  sin  is  the  fault  and 
cc»rruption  of  every  man,  that  naturally  is  engendered  of  the  offspring  of 
Adam.**  It  is  the  fault,  says  the  pious  Bishop  Beveridge,  and  therefore  we 
arc  guilty  of  it ;  it  is  the  corruption  also,  and  therefore  we  are  defiled  with 
it.  Our  homilies  have  recourse  to  no  such  palliatives,  and  qualifying  inter- 
pretations, as  my  Theron's  expositor  uses.  One  of  them  aifimis  point  blank, 
that  '*•  in  Adam  all  men  sinned  universally."  This  seems  to  be  a  paraphrase 
un  tlie  text,  whose  translation  you  lately  controverted.  In  what  sense  our 
great  poetical  divine  understood  the  sacred  writer,  is  apparent  from  the 
following   words,    which  are  supposed  to  have  been   spoken  by   Jehovah 

himself: 

"  Adam's  crime 

Makes  guilty  all  his  sons."  Milton,  b.  iii.  1.  290. 

And  from  another  passage,  where  our  rebellious  progenitor,  bewailing  his 
aggravated  misery,  and  the  extensive  malignity  of  his  sin,  declares, 


."  In  me  all 


Posterity  staads  cursed.'*  _  B.  x.  1.  817. 

For  my  own   part,  I  must  confess,  that  if  the  transmission  of  originwj 

•E»i)€cially  Articles  D,  10,  11,  12, 13.  J 
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depravity  bo  granted,  1  V^now  not  how  the  imputation  of  Adam's  destiuctw 
apostacy  can  bo  deii\o^*  If  we  had  no  concern  in  the  one,  how  conld  H 
be  justly  punished  with  the  other  ?  I  say  punished,  for  to  lose  the  print 
tive  integrity  of  our  nature,  and  inherit  a  depraved  disposition,  is  at 
a  most  deplorable  calamity,  and  a  most  terrible  punishment, 
transmitted,  and  guilt  imputed,  seem  to  be  doctrines  indissolubly  conneeM 
To  allow  the  former,  and  reject  the  latter,  is  in  my  apprehension  to  acknani 
ledge  the  effect  without  admitting  the  cause. 

Ther.  To  make  us  parties  in  a  covenant  which  we  did  not  agree  to,  a|| 
this  be  equitable  ?  To  ruin  us  for  a  crime  which  we  never  committed,  c^i 
this  be  merciful  ?  Surely  this  is  a  flagrant  injustice,  never  to  be  aaeribi^ 
to  the  all-gracious  God  ;  a  diabolical  barbarity,  add  some,  never  to  be  iiMi^ 
tioned  without  the  utmost  detestation. 

Afp.  I  see  no  cause  for  such  a  tragical  outcry  of  barbarity,  nor  indeil 
for  any  complaint  of  injustice.  Not  to  insist  upon  the  sovereignty  ol  m 
all-creating  God,  and  his  unquestionable  right  to  *'  do  what  he  wUl  wift 
his  own,"  Matt.  xx.  15  I  would  only  ask.  Did  he  not  condescend  to  tmA 
act  with  man,  not  on  the  foot  of  absolute  uncontrollable  authority,  bot  ii 
the  honourable  and  delightful  way  of  a  covenant  ?  Were  not  the  tenoB  cl 
this  covenant  perfectly  easy,  and  wonderfully  gracious?  Wonderfollf 
gracious ;  for  they  proposed  a  state  of  inconceivable  and  everlasting  felicity 
to  creatures  who  were  entitled  to  no  happiness,  Luke  x.  28 ;  had  not  tihi 
least  claim  to  any  good ;  no,  not  so  much  as  to  the  privilege  of  existeneet 
Perfectly  easy ;  for  what  was  the  condition  on  man's  part  ?  Not  vuf 
rigorous  act  of  duty,  nor  severe  course  of  self-denial,  but  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of.  millions  of  blessings  and  pleasures,  with  only  the  prohibition  d 
one  pernicious  indulgence.  Here,  then,  is  made  on  one  hand,  a  promiH 
of  the  most  glorious  reward  that  God  himself  could  give ;  and  nothing 
required  on  the  other,  but  the  smallest  expression  of  allegiance  that  mai 
himself  could  wish.     And  is  this  injustice  ?  is  this  barbarity  ? 

Ther.  All  this  was  equitable  enough  with  regard  to  Adam;  but  whj 
should  we  be  condemned  for  his  violation  of  the  covenant  ?  Or  how  WM 
such  a  constitution  of  things  gracious  with  respect  to  us  ? 

Asp,  "  Why  condemned?"  Because  we  should  have  been  partakers  ol 
the  benefit  and  the  glory,  if  he  had  persevered  in  his  duty.  To  this,  1 
presume,  none  would  object.  And  if  they  would  not  to  the  one,  thej 
ought  not  to  the  other. 

You  ask  farther,  ^^  How  was  such  a  constitution  of  things  gracious  with 
respect  to  us  ?"  I  answer,  Because  it  was  the  most  likely  means  to  securo 
the  happiness  of  us  and  all  mankind.  Was  not  Adam,  of  all  persons,  by 
far  the  best  qualified  to  act  as  a  general  head  ?  He  had  a  perfection  ol 
knowledge,  to  discern  his  true  interest ;  a  perfection  of  holiness,  to  capadtate 
him  for  obedience ;  and  a  perfection  of  happiness,  disposing  him  to  per- 
severance. As  none  could  have  more  eminent  qualifications,  none  could 
have  so  many  obligations.  His  own  welfare,  both  bodily  and  spiritual, 
was  at  stake  ;  the  eternal  interests  of  his  rising  family,  and  of  his  remotest 
posterity,  were  depending;  the  lives,  the  souls,  the  everlasting  all  of  the 
whole  human  race,  were  embarked  on  the  single  bottom  of  his  fidelity. 
Therefore  the  felicity  of  every  individual  that  should  spring  from  his  loins,  wa« 
^  fresh  motive  to  vigilance,  an  additional  engagement  to  duty.     As  his  lov< 
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to  bifl  offspring  was  more  refined,  more  exalted,  more  godlike  than  ours,  all 
these  conaiderations  and  inducements  must  operate  upon  him  in  tlieir  fullest 
scopes  and  with  the  strongest  energy.     What  an  intrenchment  was  here  to 
keep  out  disobedience,  and  ward  off  ruin !     An  intrenchment  deep  as  hell, 
high  as  heaven,  wide  as  the  whole  extent  of  the  human  species. — Here, 
then,  I  may  venture  to  throw  the  gauntlet,  and  challenge  the  whole  world. 
Let  the  most  penetrating  mind  devise  a  scheme,  so  wisely  and  graciously 
calculated  to  ascertain  the  success  of  a  probationary  state.     If  this  be  im- 
practicable, then  must  every  mouth  be  stopped ;  no  tongue  can  have  the 
least  reason  to  complain  :  I,  for  my  part,  shall  think  myself  obliged  to  admire 
tlie  benignity  of  my  Creator's  conduct ;  and  God  may  justly  demand  of  all 
intelligent  creatures,  "  What  could  have  been  done  more"  for  the  preserva- 
tioQ  and  felicity  of  mankind,  "that  I  have  not  done?"  Isa.  v.  4. 

Especially  when  to  all  this  we  add,  that  the  same  Almighty  Being,  who 
q»pmnted  Adam  to  be  our  representative  in  the  first  covenant,  without 
isking  our  actual  consent,  appointed  also  Christ  to  be  our  representative 
m  the  second  covenant,  without  staying  for  our  actual  solicitation. 
When  ire  take  this  into  the  account,  there  remains  not  the  least  shadow  of 
injostice  ;  but  goodness,  transcendent  goodness,  shines  forth  with  the  brightest 
hutre. 

Tko'.  Groodness,  Aspasio  !  This  is  surprising  indeed  !  Why,  if  Adam's 
tiansgrpssion  be  laid  to  our  charge,  we  are  damnable  creatures  the  very 
moment  wc  exist ;  and  are  liable  to  the  torments  of  hell,  even  on  account 
of  his  disobedience.  To  term  this  goodness,  is  the  greatest  of  paradoxes  !  to 
affirm  it  of  the  Deity,  is  little  less  than  bla8j)hemy ! 

A*p,  Jjot  us  be  calm,  my  dear  friend,  and  consider  tlic  case  impartially. 
If  it  is  not  a  real  truth,  T  shall  be  Jis  willing  to  relinquish  it  as  yourself. 

Is  not  death,  eternal  death,  the  wages  of  every  sin  ?  And  if  of  every  sin, 
then  doubtless  of  original,  which  is  the  fountain  from  whence  all  the 
streams  of  actual  iniquity  flow^,  or  rather  the  abyss  from  whence  all  the 
t4>rrents  pour.  That  which  could  not  be  pardoned  but  by  the  humiliation  and 
agonic^  of  God's  adorable  Son,  may  reasonably  be  su})posed  to  di  serve  the 
most  dreadful  vengeance.  And  it  is  affirmed,  by  an  authority  which  you 
will  not  dispute,  that,  "  for  original  as  well  as  actual  sin,  the  oftering  of 
Christ  18  a  propitiation  and  satisfaction  *." 

Does  not  St.  Paul  deliver  it  as  a  maxim  in  divinity,  Tliat,  "  by  the  offence 
of  one,"  Adam  he  undoubtedly  means,  "judgment  came  upon  all  men  to 
condemnation?"  Rom.  v.  18.  The  import  of  the  words,  together  with 
the  connexion  of  the  passage,  lead  us  to  understand  this  of  a  condemnation 
to  eternal  misery.  Tlie  import  of  the  words;  for  they  are  doubled t,  to 
make  them  peculiarly  strong  in  their  signification ;  and  each  word,  within 
the  compass  of  this  very  epistle,  is  used  in  that  awful  latitude  of  meanin<r, 
Rom.  ii.  3';  iii.  8 ;  viii.  1.  The  connexion  of  the  passage  ;  because  it  stands 
apposed  to  that  justification  which  is  unto  life.  This,  we  are  sure,  includes 
the  idea  of  an  everlasting  duration.  And  why  should  its  tremendous  coun- 
terpart be  less  extensive  ? 

Tliis  sense  is  evidently  patronised,  and  this  doctrine  most  i)orenii)t<)rily 
aaseited,  by  our  established  church.     What  says  the  book  of  Iloniilies,  when 

•   Article  XXXI.  t   K*/^«  Uf   ro  xarax^iftx. 
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luxating  of  the  ntisories  consctjiicnt  upon  the  fuJI  ?  "  This  ao  great  and  muer- 
ible  a  |>inguc,  if  it  hod  only  rested  on  Adam,  who  first  offended,  it  had  henm 
nucli  ensier,  and  might  the  better  have  been  bom*-.  But  it  fell  not  only  Oft 
liin,  but  also  on  hia  poaterity  and  cliildren  for  ever ;  ao  that  the  whole  brood 
if  Adam's  hum  should  aiiatain  the  aolf-sauic  fall  and  punishment,  whicb  thtat 
Tore&tlieT  by  liia  ofleneo  irioHt  justly  had  dcaen-ed*."  Leat  any  etiould  minp- 
>rehcnd  the  deai^  of  our  reformers.  And  auppose  the  puniahmeut  to  consiifc 
)nly  of  aome  bodily  suffering  or  the  loss  of  immortality,  it  is  added  in  t&D  \ 
time  nlanning  discourse,  "  Neither  Adam,  uor  any  of  his,  had  any  right  ot 
ntoreat  at  all  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  were  beeome  plain  reprobates 
ind    castaways,   being  perpetually   damned   to    the   everlasting  pains  of ' 

II." 

Lest  you  should  imagine  this  might  be  written  i 

\],  or  that  it  is  to  be  reckoned  among  the  doating  o 

tiquity,  let  me  remind  my  friend,  that  it  ia  ingrafted  into  the  Articles : 
Maae  articles,  which  wore  approved  by  tlie  archbishops  and  bishops  of  botii 
irovinces,  were  ratified  by  Uic  general  consent  of  the  clergy,  and  are  to  tbia  ' 
lay  the  national  standard  of  our  belief.  The  ninth  article,  beginning  with  ft 
lescription  of  our  depraved  nature,  subjoins  an  account  of  ita  proper  desert ! 
person  bom  into  the  world,  it  deaervetli  God's  wrath  and  djUD- 
lation." 

Ther.   How  mUcrable  then  is 

himaclf  he  Ja  nijaerable 
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Tker,  In  your  opinion,  then,  and  according  to  your  schcnio,  sahe  and  a 
rfffimen  are  better  than  a  sound  constitution. 

A$p.  No,  Thcron.  My  opinion  is,  that  none  can  think  himself  agfrricved, 
or  have  any  reason  to  complain,  at  that  grand  and  beneficent  regulation, 
iHii^  suffers  the  glimmering  taper  to  be  obscured  or  extinguished,  hut  shcdn 
abtodid  the  boundless  and  majestic  beams  of  day.  And  if  any  comparison  be 
mftde  between  the  most  perfect  human  obedience  and  the  everlasting  divine 
rigfateouBness  of  Christ,  it  should  bo-  taken  from  the  glimmering  taper  and 
the  meridian  sun. 

Tker.  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  admire  such  mysterious  and  unaccount- 
able notions.  They  must  pumde_8ome,  will  offend  others;  but  cannot  edify 
any. 

Atp.  This  point,  that  ^*  wo  all  died  in  Adam,"  were  undone  by  his  apostacy, 
aanot  puzzle  the  simplest,  if  unprejudiced,  mind.  Nor  will  it  offend  any  but 
the  proud  philosopher,  or  the  self-righteous  moralist.  And  I  assure  you,  I 
dioold  not  mention  it,  much  less  insist  upon  it,  did  it  not  subserve,  and  in 
•  very  singular  manner,  the  purposes  of  edification.  The  doctrine  of  a  Rc- 
deoner  obeying  and  dying  in  our  stead,  is  the  very  hhigc  and  ci^ntre  of  all 
eraogelical  revelations— is  the  very  life  and  soul  of  all  evangelical  bless- . 
ings.  This  doctrine  is  not  a  little  illustrated,  and  comes  greatly  recom- 
nended,  by  the  imputation  of  Adam's  sin. 

Contraries,  you  know,  cast  light  upon  and  set  off  each  other.  Winter  and 
its  severe  cold  make  spring  and  its  cheering  warmth  more  sensibly  perceived, 
and  more  highly  pleasing.  Such  an  influence  has  the  present  siil)ject  with 
respect  to  the  vicarious  obedience  of  our  Mediator.  The  more  clearly  vve 
see  the  reality  of  the  first,  the  more  thoroughly  we  shall  discern  the  expe- 
diency, the  excellency,  the  glory  of  the  last.  The  more  we  are  humbled  un- 
der a  conviction  of  the  former,  the  more  we  shall  covet,  or  the  more  we  shall 
triumph  in  the  enjo3rment  of  the  latter.  The  apostle  draws  a  long  parallel, 
or  rather  forms  a  strong  contrast  between  them,  in  the  fifth  chapter  to  the 
Romans.  He  speaks  copiously  of  Adam's  guilt,  imputed  to  all  mankind  for 
condemnation  and  death ;  that  he  may  speak  the  more  acceptably,  the  more 
charmingly  of  Christ's  righteousness,  imputed  to  all  believers  for  justification 
and  life.  In  that  dark  ground,  he  well  knew,  this  fairest,  loveliest  flower  of 
Christianity  appears  with  peculiar  beauty ;  indeed  with  all  the  beauty  of 
consummate  wisdom  and  adorable  benignity. 

Tker,  It  really  seems  to  me  a  thing  impossible,  tliJit  one  nijin's  righteous- 
new  should  be  made  another's.  Can  one  man  live  by  the  soul  of  another  ? 
or  be  learned  by  the  learning  of  another  ? — Good  Aspasio,  never  attempt  to 
maintain  such  palpable  absurdities.  They  will  expose  Christianity  to  the 
8com  of  infidels. 

A9p.  If  infidels  scoff  at  this  comfortable  tnitli,  their  scofiing  will  bo,  like 

all  their-other  cavils,  not  the  voice  of  reason,  but  the  clamour  of  prejudice. 

'Hy  friend's  objection  insinuates,  what  we  never  assert,  that  the  essence  of 

I      this  righteousness  is  transfused  into  believers ;  which  would  doubtless  be  in 

fact  impossible,  as  it  is  in  theory  absurd.      But    this  we  disavow  as  stronu- 

onsly  as  you  can  oppose.     Tlie  Redeemer's  righteousness  is  made  ours,  not 

I      by  infusion,  but  by  imputation.     The  very  terms  we  use  may  acquit  us  from 

such  a  ridiculous  charge  ;  as  imputation  signifies  a  placing  to  the  account  o* 

one  what  is  done  by  another.     Accordingly  we  believe,  that  the  essence  c 
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this  rigliieousncss  abides  in  Christ,  but  is  placed  to  our  account ;  that  Chriit 
and  Christ  alone,  actually  perfonned  it ;  that  Christ,  and  Christ  alone,  pob.: 
sonally  possesses  it ;  but  that,  performing  it  in  our  stead,  and  posBcadng  H  ir' 
our  covenant-head,  God  imputes  it  to  us,  God  accepts  us  for  it,  accepts  mm' 
much  as  if  we  had,  on  our  own  behalf  and  in  our  persons,  severallj  folfilledii^ 

Though  one  man  cannot  live,  be  actuated  with  the  principle  of  life,  by  tUi. 
soul  of  another ;  yet  you  must  allow,  that  one  man,  nay,  that  many  moi 
may  live,  be  continued  in  the  possession  of  life,  for  the  righteousnesB  q( 
another.  Or  else  you  must  do,  what  I  am  sure  you  abhor,  you  must  diaigl. 
with  absurdity  and  impossibility  even  the  declaration  of  the  Deity:  "If! 
find  in  Sodom  fifty  righteous  within  the  city,  then  will  I  spare  all  the  plaoft 
for  their  sakes,"  Gen.  xviii.  26. 

Ther,  Not  all  your  refinements  can  reconcile  me  to  this  uncouth  notion. 
The  practice  is  unexampled,  and  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  mles  ol 
distributive  justice. 

Asp.  Ah !  my  Theron,  if  we  seek  an  example  of  God's  unbounded  goodncii 
amongst  the  puny  proceedings  of  men,  we  shall  be  led  into  the  moat  egiegiooi 
misapprehensions.  To  measure  one  of  the  sparks  on  your  ring,  and  fanoy  wt 
have  taken  the  dimensions  of  the  Alps  or  the  Andes,  would  be,  in  compt* 
risen  of  this  error,  a  small  mistake :  Since  between  a  brilliant  speck  and  i 
range  of  mountains  there  is  some  proportion,  but  between  human  beneiU 
ceuce  and  heavenly  bounty  there  cannot  possibly  be  any.  Howeyer,  the 
all-condescending  Creator  has  been  pleased  so  to  dispense  his  infinitely  riok 
grace,  that  we  may  find,  though  nothing  parallel,  nothing  correspondent,  yrt 
some  faint  shadow  of  its  matter  among  the  afiairs  of  mankind ;  something 
that  may  perhaps  give  us  such  an  idea  of  the  stupendous  subject,  as  a  glow* 
worm  would  give  of  the  sun's  splendour,  in  case  a  person  had  never  behdd 
that  magnificent  luminary.  Tliis  remark  I  must  entreat  you  to  recollect, 
whenever  I  attempt  to  elucidate  the  mysteries  of  the  gospel  by  the  oocar- 
rences  of  common  life. 

When  yoiur  worthy  minister  was  disabled,  by  a  rheumatic  disorder,  from 
attending  on  the  business  of  his  function,  several  of  the  neighbouring  cleivy 
gave  him  their  assistance.  Was  he  not,  by  this  vicarious  performance  of  hk 
oiliee,  entitled  to  all  the  profits  of  his  living  ?  It  seems,  therefore,  not  M 
unexampled  a  thing  for  one  person  to  act  in  another's  stead.  And  when  a 
service  is  thus  discharged  by  the  proxy,  the  Ixmefit  may,  according  to  the  re- 
ceived maxims  of  mankind,  accrue  to  the  principal.  Did  not  Jehu's  descen- 
dants, even  to  the  fourth  generation,  reap  the  advantage  of  tlieir  great-grand- 
father's z<»al  ?  2  Kings  x.  3().  Does  not  the  Duke  of  *•**  enjoy  the  honoun 
and  rewards  won  by  the  sword  of  a  victorious  ancestor  ?  And  may  not  the 
whole  world  of  believers,  with  equal,  with  far  greater  justice,  receive  life 
and  salvation  on  account  of  their  all-deserving  Saviour,  especially  since  he 
and  they  are  one  mystical  body,  represented  as  such  in  Scripture,  «nd  con- 
sidered as  such  by  God. 

No,  say  you,  this  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  distributive  justice.  What  ia 
your  idea  of  a  surety  ?  How  was  the  affair  stated,  and  how  were  matten 
negociat(»d,  with  relation  to  your  generous  acquaintance  Philander?  lie, 
you  know,  was  bound  for  an  unfortunate  brother,  who  lately  stepped  aside. 

TAer.  The  debt,  by  his  brother  s  absconding,  devolved  upon  Philander  I 
He  was  responsible  for  all,  and  obliged  to  pay  tVic  'wVoXfi  ^\m\. 
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Was  not  Ills  payment  as  satisfactory  to  the  creditor,  as  if  it  had  been 
the  debtor's  own  person,  by  the  debtor's  own  hand  ? 

•.  Certainly. 
Was  not  the  debtor,  by  this  vicarious  payment,  released  from  all 

persecution,  and  acquitted  from  any  future  demand  on  tliis  score  ? 

^  lie  was. 
Apply  this  instance  to  the  redemption  of  sinners  by  Jesus  Christ, 
in  the  sacred  writings  expressly  styled  a  Surety,  Heb.  tI.  22.     If 

der's  act  was  deemed,  in  the  estimation  of  law,  the  act  of  his  brother; 

Iced  of  the  former  was  imputed,  in  point  of  advantage,  entirely  to  the 
why  should  not  the  same  effects  ti^Le  place  with  regard  to  the  divine 

[lan  and  poor  insolvent  sinners  ?     Why  should  that  be  exploded  in 

stems  of  divinity,  which  is  imiversally  admitted  in  our  courts  of 

f 

.  Obedience  and  righteousness  are,  in  the  nature  of  the  things  ihem- 
|)er8ona]  qualities,  and  only  so.  Every  man  is  tliat  only  (and  can 
ing  else)  which  he  is  in  himself. 

Righteousness,  as  dwelling  in  us,  is  undoubtedly  a  personal  quality ; 
Kiienoe,  as  performed  by  us,  comes  under  the  same  denomination, 
s  this  supersede  the  necessity,  or  destroy  the  existence  of  imputed 
isness  ?  Your  first  proposition  is  ambiguous.  Let  it  speak  distinctly  ; 
srent  to  your  righteousness,  and  the  sense  becomes  determinate,  but 
unent  falls  to  the  ground. 

3ry  man  is  that  only  (and  can  be  nothing  else)  which  he  is  in  him- 
[f  I  never  had  seen  the  Bible,  I  should  have  yielded  my  ready  assent 
iroposition.  But,  when  I  open  the  Old  Testament,  and  find  it  writ- 
he  prophet,  ^^  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  house  of  Israel  be  justified," 
.  25 ;  when  I  turn  to  the  New  Testament,  and  hear  the  apostle  saying, 
e  eomplete  in  him,  who  is  the  head  of  all  principalities  and  powers," 
10 ;  I  cannot  concur  with  Theron,  without  contradicting  revelation, 
r  the  true  believer  is  said  to  be  justified,  and  the  foundation  of  this 

is  declared  to  be,  not  in  himself,  but  in  the  Lord.  The  Oolossians 
to  be  complete,  which  we  are  very  certain  they  were  not  in  themselves 

expressly  assured  they  were  so  in  Christ.  *  Hence  it  appears  quite 
r  to  my  friend's  assertion,  that  sinners  both  have  and  are  that  in 
which  they  neither  have  nor  are  in  themselves.  They  have  by  im- 
1  a  righteousness  in  Christ ;  they  are,  by  this  imputed  righteousness, 
e  before  God. 

eve  your  mistake  proceeds  from  neglecting  to  distinguish  between 
;  and  imputed.  We  never  suppose  that  a  profane  person  is  devout, 
itemperate  person  sober.  This  is  inlierent  righteousness.  But  wo 
i  that  the  profane  and  intemperate,  being  convinced  of  their  iniquity, 
aking  themselves  to  the  all-sufficient  Saviour  for  redemption,  are 
?d  in  the  merit  both  of  his  life  and  of  his  death.  This  is  imputed 
sness.  We  farther  affirm,  that  though  really  abominable  in  them- 
hey  are  fully  accepted  by  God  for  his  beloved  Son's  sake.  This  is 
;ion  through  imputed  righteousness. 

tver  strange  this  may  seem,  it  is  no  precarious  or  unwarrantable 
but  the  clear  and  positive  declaration  of  Scripture.  He  justifieth, 
res  trom  guilt,  he  treats  as  rigbteoua — Whom  ?  Upriglit,  o\>edieTi\., 

a 
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»inlcs8  creatnrcs?  This  were  nothing  extraordinary — No,  bnt  ^^le  justift 
the  ungodly,  that  Wlieve  in  the  Lord  Jesus,"  Rom.  iv.  5  ;  imputing,  as  I 
ground  of  this  justification,  their  trespasses  to  him,  and  his  righteouai 
to  tliem. 

Ther,  I  see  no  occasion  for  such  nice  distinctions  and  metaphysical  ai 
tilties,  in  plain  popular  divinity.  Hard  terms  and  abstruse  notions  a 
perplex  the  head,  hut  seldom  improve  the  heart. 

Aij)-  Why  then  do  you  oblige  us  to  make  use  of  them  ?  If  some  peo 
twist  and  entangle  the  reins,  it  behoves  others  to  clear  them  of  the  cmdi 
rassment,  and  replace  them  in  their  due  order.  Many  writers,  cither  ft 
an  artfiil  design,  or  through  a  ntrangc  inadvertence,  have  jumbled  and  o 
founded  those  two  very  different  ideas.  Hence  they  have  started  oljeclii 
to  our  doctrine,  which,  the  moment  you  introduce  this  obvious  disdncti 
vanish  into  air.  Tliey  fall  into  a  mistake  of  their  own,  and  then  chaige  i 
absurdity  upon  others. 

I  am  no  more  fond  of  hard  terms  and  abstruse  notions  than  my  TImi 
Neither  can  I  think  the  instance  before  us  so  abstruse  a  notion.     I  am  v 
certain  you  arc  capable  of  comprehending  much  higher  and  nicer  lefineme 
Therefore,  I  must  once  again  entreat  you  to  remember  the  very  material 
fercnce  between  inherent  and  imputed  righteousness.      The  former  is 
essence  of  sanctification,  the  latti^r  is  the  ground  of  justification.     By 
we  are  rt^stored  to  the  favour  of  God ;    by  that,  we  are  made  meet  for 
heavenly  kingdom.     Let  this  dintiuction,  which  is  easy,  which  is  scriptqi 
which  is  important,  take  place,  and  we  may  for  the  future  dismiss  whit  j 
call  the  metaphysical  subtilties,  our  disagreement  will  cease,  and  our  opiaii 
tally. 

Ther,  I  question  that,  Aspasio.  There  are  other  difficulties  to  be  | 
over  before  I  can  digent  so  crude  an  opinion.  If  we  are  justified  by  j 
righteousness  of  Christ,  then  the  righteousness  which  justifies  Itaankbil 
already  wrought  out. 

Asp.  And  this  you  take  to  be  a  most  enormous  falsehood,  whereas  I  h 
upon  it  as  a  most  delightful  tnith.  Tlie  righteousness  which  justifies  nil 
man  was  set  on  foot,  when  God  sent  forth  his  Son  from  the  habitation  ofl 
holiness  and  glory,  to  be  born  of  a  woman,  and  made  subject  to  the  k 
It  was  carried  on  through  the  whole  course  of  our  Savioui^s  life,  in  whidk 
always  did  such  things  as  were  pleasing  to  his  heavenly  Father.  It  % 
completed  at  that  ever  memorable,  that  grand  period  of  time,  when  \ 
blessed  Emmantiel  bowed  his  dying  head,  and  cried  with  a  strong  triumphl 
voice,  "  It  is  finished  !" 

If  the  justifying  righteousnofls  was  to  be  wrought  by  ourselves,  w»  oo 
never  be  truly  and  fully  justified  till  death,  till  our  warfare  is  aooompliah 
and  our  last  act  of  obedience  exerted.     But  how  uncomfortable  is  mifll 
notion  !  how  misemble  would  it  render  our  lives!  and  how  directly  does  it 
counter  to  the  determination  of  the  apostle,  "  Ye  are  justified  V  1  Cor.  vi. 

Ther,  Soothed,  then,  with  this  pleasing  surmise,  may  not  the  liben 
say  to  his  soul,  *'^  Soul,  take  thine  ease  in  the  most  indolent  security, 
my  carnal  appetites,  indulge  yourselves  without  restraint.  Conscience 
under  no  solicitude  to  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly ;  for  the  wor 
done,  all  done  to  my  hands.  I  am  like  some  fortunate  heir,  whose  pan 
have  been  fnwcossfnUy  industrious,  and  Yvave  \c^  iv^Ay\\xi\|^  Vi  ^shtosa 
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diligence  of  their  sun'iving  son,  but  only  to  possess  tlie  inheritance,  and  live 
oo  labours  not  his  own  ! " 

A*p.  Tho  libertine,  who  only  speculates  or  disputes,  may  indeed  abuse 
the  doctrine  of  grace.  But  the  believer,  who  feels  the  power  of  grace,  will 
improve  it  to  better  purposes.  Where  the  former  only  fluctuates  in  the 
nnderstanding^  such  detestable  consequences  may  ensue :  where  the  latter 
operates  on  the  heart,  it  will  always^  produce  very  different  effects.  Such  a 
person,  from  such  a  faith,  will  be  no  more  inclined  to  inactivity  or  licentious- 
leRts,  than  our  busy  humming  companions  are  inclined,  by  this  bright  sun- 
diine,  and  all  those  exixanded  blossoms,  to  sleep  away  their  hours  in  tho 
Uve.  And  you  may  as  soon  expect  to  see  these  colonies  of  the  spring 
iwBim  in  December,  clinging  to  an  icicle,  or  dispersing  themselves  to  gather 
honey  on  the  snow,  as  to  see  a  truly  gracious  man,  ''  who  is  dead  to  sin, 
Eving  any  longer  therein,"  Rom.  vi.  2.  Whoever,  therefore,  so  shamefully 
perverts  so  sweet  and  glorious  a  doctrine,  is  a  witness  against  himself,  that 
lie  has  neither  lot  nor  portion  in  the  inestimable  priAnlege.  If  an  animal 
iBck  poison  from  Uie  most  wholesome  herbs,  we  are  sure,  from  that  infallible 
iadication,  it  is  the  vile  spider,  or  some  envenomed  insect,  not  the  valuable 
and  industrious  bee. 
TAer,  Truly,  Aspasio,  I  know  not  how  to  call  that  doctrine  sweet,  nmch 
I  leM  can  I  recommend  it  as  wholesome,  which  renders  repentance,  jwrsonal 
■  reformation,  and  inherent  rectitude,  needless.  And  if  your  tenet  is  once 
rpcoived,  all  these  duties  may  fairly  be  dismissed.  So  that  if  the  thing  was 
possible,  yet  it  would  be  pernicious. 

Af/K  Tlie  prophet  was  of  another  mind  :  "  They  shall  look  on  him  wliom 
they  have  pierced,  and  mourn,"  Zech.  xi.  10.     Sinners  shall  look  by  faith  to 
their  crucified  I-iord  ;  shall  nee  him  fastened  with  nails  to  the  cursed  tree  ; 
see  him  stiibln^d  to  the  heart  by  the  bloody  spear ;  and  remembering  tliat 
this  was  tho  punishment  due  to  their  provocations,  believing  that  by  this 
{     punishment   they   are  freed  from  all  penal  sufferings,   and  entitled  to  all 
,     *>piritual  blessings, — they  shall  not  be  temj)ted  to  transgress,  but  incited  to 
moam  ;  not  play  the  profligate,  but  act  the  penitent.     The  apostle  exactly 
ai^rees  with  the  prophet ;  and  both  are  diametrically  opposite  to  my  friend  : 
'•  The  gf)odne8s,"  the  transcendent  and  amazing  goodness  of  God  our  Saviour, 
I     iastead  of  diverting  from,  "■  leadeth  to  repentance,"  Rom.  ii.  4. 
1         Far  from  obstructing,  it  powerfully  promotes  personal  reformation.     For 
thus  saith   that  all-wise    Being,    who    intimately  knows  our   frame,    and 
I     discerns  what  is  most  effectual  to  work  upon  our  minds  :  "  The  grace  of 
-      God,  which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  appeared ;  teaching  us,  that,  denying 
all  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  live  soberly,  righteously,  and 
::     godly,  in  this  present  evil  worid,"  Tit.  ii.  11,  12.     Grace,  you  observe,  even 
J    that  gloriously  free  grace  which  bringeth  salvation  to  unworthy  creatures,  is 
J    i  dissuasive  of  all  vice,  and  an  encouragement  to  every  virtue. 
-;        As  to  inherent  rectitude,  how  can  that  be  rendered  needless  by  imputed 
l.f    righteousness  ?     Is  health  rendered  insignificant  by  tho  abundance  of  our 
b,    riches  ?      Does  ciise  become  superfluous  through  the  beauty  of  our  apjiarel  i 
S^i    Holine^j  is  tho  health  of  our  souls,  and  the  ease  of  our  minds ;  whereas,  un- 

1    governable  passions  create  keener  anguish  than  a  brood  of  vipers  gnawing 
our  bosoms.     Inordinate  desires  are  a  more  intolerable  nuisance  than  swarffis 
^  G  2 
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xnr  vrr^u^,     7\  f»Ttias* la^wr-,  a»i  to  mtnin  these,  em 
•aU  -s^nuXxr:  mii  vjryi^  ^amsf  tWir  properties— tin  til 

1M*jMU^  ««17UhI*T   bMHTMtt^  «^  tJfee  dfTIBe. 

,  aiU>fHL  -.its  •/  ifc»T»  ip»ttenstT,  mmr,  if  be  pleaae,  ad 
sanomnm*!^  */  iia  '.nrx.     ita  'i£t»  ■on  imercsl  is  secure  withoi 


lbjcii»r,  Tu^r^jft.  ii»  suvc  'wna  '/^ccn'.  W  will  oat  of  gntitude ;  tai 
»  v-9  Zatc^MsU-M.  '4  i»  iEKSo».  W  ooBMC  bat  add  to  his  faith  woil 

m 
_  ^  _ 

laiiv  raM  w-  l^vr^i^TT  •f*3ft  ^  i2L-ift  «sif>'  Ba^e  aad  provided  ?  ^  I  w3 
^Hpv  vV>  »;t*-  r^-y^Mi  a  0'«i.  >j»  <aa»^l  to  maintain  good  woiIls*. 
^\m  h^sti*  tLi>-  rnj*!*'  </  k  '^V-rha^  ^no]  ^  Yoa  mar  feel  it  in  that  tnd 
'^waa^  1IU.V  i-iv  tiij^  P<*aaLi« :  *  What  ihan  I  render  onto  tl 
Jjmi  ifM  an  ikjh  }^^W'i:>  tLat  i«*-  Luh  4<«ifr  onto  me  ?"  P»l.  cxvi.  12.  < 
inA»^  htart  waartA  svi  t£»<^  ;-i^  >>as  i§  a  fpar  to  itself.  How  leans  H 
iMtt  of  Im  natnr»  r  H*  i^  nftw  V/ra  ;  "  creaUid  in  Christ  Jesos  unto  goc 
mica,*  Eph.  H.  10 ;  "  L»  d^;^.^  2*  hi  th«>  law  of  the  Lord,"  Paalm  i  ! 
Aad  wlttter^  ift  'jiar  «a|«vioe  d'-fixr^it.  w»  are  sore  to  prtMceote,  and  praai 
ease  with  ard^Hir.  "*  We  caniy^t  riot  <f  •'ak  the  things  which  we  have  sas 
awi  Ward,"  was  Ui«  ytrAffrntm  ^4  the  apriotles ;  and,  if  applied  to  practioi 
fMUntm^  is  the  ^Tperifnce  f4  the  CciriAian. 

Nor  can  h»  main  intfrest  W  Mcore  without  a  holy  obedience.  Becani 
the  Jwl^e  of  th#-  worldc  at  the  dav  of  €i/*raal  retiiljation,  will  declare  to  ih 
workers  r/  iniquitT,  ^  I  never  kn^i-w  yon  ;  depart  from  me,"  Matth.  vii.  2S 
becanse  holin^-w.  ihftush  not  the  caose  of  oar  admittance  to  the  beatifi 
vvnoOi  is  fho  necewar^'  a  qaalificati'm.  that  **  without  it  no  man  shall  see  til 
Lonl,"  Uch.  xii.  14.  Without  it,  there  \»  no  access  to  heaven,  neither  coul 
there  be  any  enjoyment  in  heaven. 

TA^r.  Pray  recoHect  yoniyrf-lf.  Asposio.  According  to  the  tenor  of  y<n 
own  illustration,  the  necessity  of  personal  obedience  is  evidently  vacatei 
For  how  can  the  law  demand  a  debt  of  the  principal,  which  has  been  fnl 
discharge<l  by  the  surety  ? 

•  Asp.  Tlie  debt  of  penal  suffering,  and  the  debt  of  perfect  obedience,  a 
fully  discharged  by  our  di\'ine  Surety,  so  that  wc  arc  no  longer  under 
necessity  of  obeying,  in  order  to  obtain  an  exemption  from  punishment, 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  our  final  acceptance.     We  are  nevertheless  engage 
by  many  other  obligations  to  walk  in  all  dutiful  and  conscientious  regard 
the  law  ;  because  this  is  the  most  authentic  proof  of  our  love  to  the  gracio 
Redeemer  :  "  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments,"  John  xiv.  15.     Tl 
is  a  comfortable  evidence  of  our  union  vrith  that  exalted  head  :  *'  He  th 
abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit,*'  John  xv. 
This   is   also  the   most   effectual   method   of  adorning  our  profession, 
magnifying  its  Author,   and  of  vrinning  our  neighbours   to  embrace  tl 
gospel :  "  Let  your  light,"  the  light  of  your  exemplary  conversation,  n 

*  Tit  iii.  8.  The  original  word  it^Msetefxt  has  a  beaaty  and  an  energy,  which,  I  belie 
it  is  impossible  for  our  language  to  preserve  by  any  literal  translation.  It  implies,  tli 
9  believer  should  not  only  be  exercised  in,  but  eminent  for,  all  good  works  ;  should  8h< 
others  the  way,  and  outstrip  them  in  the  honourable  race  ;  be  both  a  pattern  and  a  patr 
of  universal  godliness. 
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tmty  sppear,  but  *'*•  shine  before  men,  that  they,  seeing  your  good  works," 
J  think  honourably  of  your  religion,  Matth;  v.  16,  ^^  may  glorify  your 
which  is  in  heaven  ; "  and  say,  with  those  proselytes  mentioned  by 
pn^het,  "  We  will  go  with  you." 

Do  we  then  make  void  the  law,"  through  the  imputed  righteousness  of 

liotd  ?     No,  verily ;  but  if  gratitude  to  our  dying  Saviour  have  any 

influence ;  if  a  concern  for  our  own  comfort  have  any  persuasive 

if  there  be  an3rthing  inviting,  an3rthing  desirable,  in  the  prospect  of 

God,  and  crying  man — *^  we  establish  the  law."     By  all  these 

manly,  endearing  motives,  we  enforce  its  precepts,  and  provide  for 

ibeervance. 

l%er.  Should  we  admit  this  doctrine,  mankind  could  no  longer  be  consi- 
as  in  themselves,  and  solely  in  themselves,  accountable  creatures, 
would  the  future  judgment  be  an  equitable  distribution  of  rewards  and 
ts,  but  only  God's  awful  and  uncontrollable  execution  of  his  own 
and  irreversible  decrees. 
I   have  never  been  accustomed  to  consider  mankind,  under  the 
dtspensation,  as  accountable  solely  in  themselves ;  because  in  this 
>le  and  benign  scheme  a  Mediator  intervenes,  undertakes  to  answer 
his  people,  and  bears  the  chastisement  of  their  peace.     Were  we  account- 
\lM»  aokly  in  ourselves,  Christ  as  our  great  High-priest  would  be  set  aside, 
\b»  sacrifice  as  a  propitiation  for  em  be  of  none  effect. 
Why  may  not  the  future  judgment  be  an  equitable  distribution  of  rewards 
ppnirfiments  ?     If  those  who  reject  the  atonement  of  the  dying  Jesus, 
idoae  to  depend  on  his  consummate  righteousness,  are  left  to  stand  or 
ieoording  to  the  issue  of  their  own  obedience  ;  if  believers,  on  the  other 
are  accepted  through  their  most  meritorious  Redeemer,  but  rewarded 
higher  or  inferior  degrees  of  felicity,  in  proportion  to  the  sanctity  of 
nature  and  usefulness  of  their  lives : — I  see  nothing  arbitrary  in  this 
are,  but  an  admirable  mixture  of  just  severity  and  free  goodness  :  on 
who  reject  the  atonement,  just  severity ;  to  those  who  rely  on  their 
',  free  goodness. 
Thr.  The  obedience  of  Christ  was  wholly  due  for  himself,  and  therefore 

not  merit  for  another. 
JLp.  A  bold  assertion  this !  Whoever  can  make  it  good,  will  infallibly 
my  opinion,  and  at  the  same  time  destroy  all  my  hopes.  But 
Theron,  it  is  not  your  real  sentiment  ? 
OiMild  it  then  be  matter  of  duty  in  the  eternal  Son  to  be  bom  of  a  woman ; 
in  the  Lord  of  lords,  to  become  the  servant  of  all  ?  Could  it  be  matter 
Arty  in  the  King  of  glory,  to  embrace  the  infamy  of  the  cross ;  and  in 
of  life,  to  pour  out  his  soul  unto  death  ?  If  all  this  was  matter  of 
lifty,  the  ever-blessed  Jesus  (how  shall  I  speak  it !  who  can  believe  it  ?) 
1M  no  better  than  an  unprofitable  servant.  For  such  is  the  acknowledged 
diancter  of  every  one  who  docs  no  more  than  is  his  duty  to  do,  Luke 
xm,  10. 

Tier,  Not  so  fast,  not  quite  so  vehement,  my  friend.  Remember  what 
the  Scripture  affirms.  Christ  is  said  to  receive  a  commandment,  and  bo 
Mlject  to  the  law  ;  both  which  expressions  evidently  imply  duty. 

Aqp.  In  order  to  accomplish  onr  redemption,  the  Son  of  God  submitted 
hnmelf  to  the  autboritjr  of  the  law,  and  became  obedient  to  its  ptcce^\». 
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But  this  was  bU  own  a;\^iitaiieou8  act,  the  matter  of  his  own  free  choioe  ;  ^ 
which  he  lay  under  no  manner  of  obligation,  till  he  engaged  to  be  ill 
Surety.  •! 

''*'  Being  in  the  fomi  of  Qod^"  he  was  Lord  of  the  law ;  and  no  mon  lift 
ject  to  its  commands  than  obnoxious  to  its  cnrse.  NeyertheleaSi  ^  he  tool 
upon  him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  under  the  law."  WhanlDii^ 
That  he  might  obtain  everlasting  life  and  glory  for  himself?  No;  but  A^ 
he  might  ^'redeem  those  who  were  under  the  law,"  Gal.  iv.  5,  From  rnlUk 
it  appears,  that  both  his  engagement  and  obedience  were,  not  for  bimMU^lil 
for  his  people.  Therefore  the  prophet  cries  out,  with  holy  exultatkm,  ^Ib 
us  a  Child  is  l>oni ;  to  us  a  Son  is  given  *  !"  His  incarnate  state  and  bumi 
nature,  together  with  all  that  he  did  and  suffered  in  both,  were  for  ns;  ikm 
assumed  on  our  account,  these  referred  to  our  advantage. 

Let  us  consider  this,  and  be  amazed,  and  be  charmed.  The  great  umynri 
Lord  vouchsafes  to  pay  universal  obedience.  What  condescension  was  hanl 
He  vouchsafes  to  pay  it,  for  us  men,  and  for  our  redemption:  what  jjoodaei 
was  this ! 

Ther,  Before  we  indulge  tlie  devotional  strain,  we  should  take  oaro  ikm 
our  devotion  is  founded  on  rational  principles ;  otherwise  it  may  proTO,  ISki 
the  flash  of  a  sky-rocket,  transient  and  momentary. 

Asp,  For  this^  I  think,  tlierc  is  a  solid  foundation  in  reason,  as  woU  t 
Scripture.  As  soon  as  the  man  Clirist  Jesus  was  united  to  the  second  pan 
of  the  Trinity,  he  must  have,  by  virtue  of  that  union,  an  unquestionable  ri^ 
to  everlasting  life  and  glory ;  therefore  he  could  be  under  no  neoenity  ( 
obeying,  in  order  to  procure  either  honour  or  happiness  for  himself.  But  ■ 
that  he  performed  in  conformity  to  the  preceptive  part  of  the  law,  he  pa 
fonned  under  the  character  of  a  public  person,  in  the  place  and  for  the  benel 
of  his  Hpiritual  seed,  that  they  might  be  interested  in  it,  and  justified  by  it 

Ther,  Be  it  so :  the  believer  is  interested  in  Christ's  righteousness*  Pra] 
is  he  interested  in  all,  or  only  in  part?  If  in  all,  then  every  believer  : 
equally  righteous  and  equally  to  be  rewarded ;  which  is  contrary  to  ai 
allowed  maxim,  that  there  will  be  different  allotments  of  happiness  in  ^ 
heavenly  world.  If  in  part  only,  how  will  you  ascertain  the  degree — ^wlit 
proportion  belongs  to  this  person,  and  what  to  the  other  ?  Either  way,  yon 
scheme  is  inextricably  embarrassed. 

Asp.  The  reply  to  my  Thcron's  inquiry  is  easy ;  and  the  embarrassmen 
he  mentions  is  but  imaginary.  Every  true  believer  is  interested  in  all  Christ* 
righteousness — in  the  whole  meit  of  his  spotless  nature,  of  his  perfec 
obedience,  and  expiatory  death. 

Less  than  the  whole  would  be  unavailable ;  whereas  the  whole  renders  i 
completely  justified. 

You  are  a  great  admirer  of  anatomy,  Theron,  and  you  must  undoubted] 
remember  the  very  peculiar  structure  of  tlie  ear.  Other  parts  of  the  bod 
are  progressive  in  their  growth  :  their  bulk  is  proportioned  to  the  infimti 
or  manly  age.  But  the  organs  of  hearing,  I  have  been  informed,  are  precisd 
of  the  same  size  in  the  feeble  infant  and  the  confirmed  adult.  Justificatio 
likewise,  being  absolutely  necessary  to  a  state  of  acceptance  with  €h>d,  is 

*  Isa.  iz.  6.  "  Est  pneterea  emphasis  singularis  in  voce  nobis.  Significat  id,  qa 
omaes  sentiuat,  nostro  bono  et  commodo  natum  e&M  Vranc  F^ajeraa.  Im^mitQrem.** 
ViTRiNG.  in  loc. 
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twy  stage  of  the  Christun  coarse,  and  even  in  the  first  dawn  of  sincero 
MQl,  complete.  With  regard  to  the  existence  of  the  privilege,  there  is  no 
in  the  babes,  the  young  men,  the  fathers  in  Christ*.  Tlie  percep- 
the  aaBurance,  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  mercy,  may  increase  • 
hrt  the  mercy  itself  is  incapable  of  augmentation. 

Tbe  Tarious  adyances  in  sanctification  account  for  the  various  degrees  of 
Man  gloiy;  and  not  account  for  them  only,  but  render  them  entirely 
■Monal^  and  according  to  our  apprehension  of  things,  unavoidable.  As 
li  ntdi^g  the  proportion,  we  may  safely  leave  that  to  the  supreme  Arbi- 
*"* —  He  **  who  mcteth  out  the  heavens  with  a  span,  and  setteth  a 
upon  the  hce  of  the  deep,"  cannot  be  at  a  loss  to  adjust  this  parti- 


Tktr,  The  organs  of  hearing,  though  not  precisely,  are  very  nearly  of  the 

bulk  in  the  babe  and  the  man.     They  acquire  from  advancing  years 

anything  more  than  an  increase  of  solidity.     So  that  I  make  no  objec- 

to  your  illustration,  but  to  your  doctrine. 

If  Christ  has  done  all— -and  we  are  entitled  to  his  whole  merits  only  by 

^  ~ing< — to  be  saved  must  be  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world:  whereas  the 

represents  Christianity  as  a  race  and  a  warfare,  a  state  of  conflict  and  a 

of  striving.     In  good  truth,  Aspasio,  you  prophesy  pleasing  things. 

is  not  your  profession,  or  else  I  should  number  you  among  ^^  the 

,  emollient,  downy  doctors."     For,  according  to  the  articles  of  your 

there  is  no  mgre  difficulty  in  securing  heaven,  than  in  rising  from  our 

Agp,  A  speculative  assent  to  all  the  principles  of  religion,  is,  I  acknow- 
ledge, a  very  easy  matter.  It  may,  it  must  exist,  wherever  there  is  a  toler- 
able capacity  for  reasoning,  and  a  due  attention  to  evidence.  Tliis  notional 
fiuith  forced  its  way  into  the  breast  of  Simon  the  sorcerer,  Acts  viii.  13;  and 
extorted  a  confession  from  the  dying  lips  of  Julian  t  the  apostate.  Irresist- 
ible as  the  stroke  of  lightning,  terrible  also  as  its  fiery  glare,  it  flashes 
conviction  into  the  very  devils.  Even  those  execrable  spirits  "  believe  and 
tremble,"  James  ii.  10. 

But  the  faith  wffch,  far  from  resting  in  speculation,  exalts  the  desires,  re- 
gulates the  passions,  and  refines  the  whole  conversation;  the  faith  which,  ac- 
cording to  tiie  expressive  language  of  Scripture,  ^'  purifies  the  heart,  over- 
comes the  world,  and  sets  the  affections  on  things  above ;* — this  truly  noble 
md  triumphant  faith  is  no  such  easy  acquisition.  Tliis  is  the  gift  of  an  infi- 
nite Benefactor,  the  work  of  a  divine  Agent ;  called  therefore  by  way  of 
nperemin^nt  distinction,  "faith  of  the  operation  of  God,"  Col.  ii.  12;  because 
God  himself,  by  the  effectual  working  of  his  mighty  power,  produces  it  in 
the  human  soul. 


To  the  same  parpose  speaks  one  of  our  most  celebrated  divines,  as  great  an  adept  in 
ed  literature  as  ages  ha^e  produced  :  **  All  are  jostified  alike :  the  truth  of  faith  justi- 
^fiag,  not  the  measure.  Justification,  therefore,  is  the  same  in  all  that  believe  ;  though 
their  belief  be  in  different  degrees.  So  once  in  the  wilderness,  all  gathered  not  manna  in 
the  same  measure ;  yet,  when  all  came  to  measure,  they  had  all  alike ;  none  above  an 
soMT,  none  under."* — Lightpoot,  vol.  ii.  p.  1052.  , 

t  It  is  related  in  ecclesiastical  history,  that  the  Emperor  Julian,  that  royal  but  wretchef 
•postrntCy  in  an  engagement  with  the  Parthians,  was  mortally  wounded ;  and  that  he  crie 
with  his  expiring  breath,  "  Vicisti,   O  Galilaee  !  "—  I  am  vanquished,  O  Galilean  !  « 


right  hand  hath  the  pre-eminence. 


■1 
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IP  exercise  of  tliw  faith  I  mouKl  not  eraiiparc  to  an  active  gentleman • 
rising  from  lii«  scat,  but  rather  to  a  HhipwreoVed  mariner  labouring  to  gMtM 
oomc  place  of  safety.  He  espiea  a  large  rock,  which  rears  ila  head  obonn 
the  boisteroHa  flood.  To  this  lie  bears  away,  and  to  this  he  approaches  f 
but  whirling  winds  and  dasliing  waves  drive  him  hack  to  an  unliappy  di«-  ' 
tance.  Exerting  all  his  strength,  he  advances  nearer  still,  and  attempts  to 
climb  the  desirable  eminence,  when  a,  sweeping  surge  interposes,  and  drenches 
'  im  again  in  the  rolling  deep.  By  determined  efforts,  lie  recovers  the  spooa 
e  had  lost.  Now  lie  fastens  on  the  eliff,  and  has  almost  escaped  the  dangra'. 
But  there  is  such  a  numbness  in  his  limbs  that  he  cannot  maintain  liie  hold, 
3  impetuous  swell  in  the  ocean  that  ho  is  once  more  dislodged, ' 
and  plunged  afresh  into  the  raging  billows.  What  can  he  do  ?  His  lifei^ 
his  precious  life  is  at  stake.  He  must  renew,  still  renew,  and  never  intermit' 
his  endeavours.  Neither  let  him  abantlon  hinuself  to  despair.  TIic  Master 
leea  him  amidst  all  his  fruitless  toil.  Let  him  cry  earnestly,  "  Lord,  save' 
ne,  1  perish  !"  and  he  who  commandeth  the  winds  and  the  waves  will  bs 
aire  to  put  forth  his  beneficent  hand,  and  rescue  him  from  tho  devouring  sea, ' 
Such,  my  friend,  so  painful,  so  assiduous,  are  the  struggles  of  faith,  befnre 
it  can  rest  in  peaceful  security  on  the  "  Rock  of  Ages,  Christ  Jesus !"  Of. 
this  you  niay,  some  time  or  other,  be  assured,  not  only  from  my  lips,  but 
from  your  own  experience. 

Tier.  Wliat  may  happen  in  some  future  period  of  time,  is  beyond  my ; 
T  to  foresee.      At  present,  I  am  apt  to  think,  we  must  juit  a  stop  to  the 
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fancy.  On  the  c<»itiaiy,  I  am  presented  with  a  collection  of  maps, 
i\y  drawn  by  the  most  able  hands ;  and  with  several  remarkable 
ions  of  antiquity,  most  eloquently  told  in  the  language  of  the  pencil. 
Te  happily  hit  that  grand  point,  which  the  gentleman  of  refinement, 
as  the  author  of  genius,  should  ever  keep  in  view — the  union  of  the 
:&I  with  the  delightful. 

.  Indeed,  my  Aspasio,  I  have  often  been  disappointed,  sometimes 
ocked,  in  the  gardens,  the  porticoes,  and  the  walks  of  some  modem 
. — ^Their  portraits  and  statues  are  little  else  but  an  assemblage  of 
4?  trifles.  Ldon  stretched  upon  the  wheel,  or  Phaeton  precipitated 
e  chariot.  Apollo  stringing  his  lyre^  or  Jupiter  (I  beg  his  supreme 
s's  pardon  for  not  giving  him  the  precedence  in  my  catalogue) 
ng  his  eagle,  and  balancing  his  bolts.  Pray,  where  is  the  advantage 
r  introduced  to  this  fabulous  tribe  of  gentry  ?  What  aoble  idea  can 
raken,  or  what  valuable  impression  leave  upon  the  mind  ?     The  best 

say  of  such  performances  is,  that  they  are  limning  and  sculpture 
vely  thrown  away. 

celebrated  trumpery  one  can  bear  with,  however.  But  when  the 
^  and  sculpture,  instead  of  cultivating  virtue,  and  improving  our 

are  calculated  to  be  the  very  bane  of  both — will  you  call  this  an 

entertainment  ?     No  :  it  is  a  nuisance ;  it  is  a  pest.     In  the  statues, 

,  every  dimple  sinks,  and  every  muscle  swells,  with  the  ezactest  pro- 

The  countenance  is  animated  with  life,  and  the  limbs  'are  ready  to 

to  motion.     The  picture,  I  am  sensible,  is  as  highly  finished  as  the 

the  distributions  of  light  and  shade  most  artfully  adjusted;  the 
tions  of  the  perspective  true  to  a  nicety ;  nor  can  any  thing  exceed  the 
>w  of  the  robe,  unless  it  be  the  gracefiil  attitude,  and  almost  speaking 
of  the  principal  figure.     But  is  this  masterly  execution  an  equivalent 

most  malignant  effects?  for  sullying  the  purity  of  my  fancy,  and 
Dg  the  powers  of  my  imagination  ? 

an  indication  of  the  owner's  judicious  taste,  to  prefer  regularity  of 
3  in  the  hammered  block,  before  orderly  and  harmonious  affections  in 
n  breast  ?  Does  it  bespeak  a  refined  disposition,  or  benevolent 
,  to  be  so  extravagantly  enamoured  with  the  touches  of  a  lascivious 
as  to  expose  them  in  the  most  frequented  passages,  and  obtrude  them 
ry  unwary  guest  ?  Surely,  this  can  cr^te  no  very  advantageous 
1  of  a  gentleman's  intellectual  discernment ;  much  l^  can  it  raise  an 
c  idea  of  his  moral  character*.  On  such  occasions  I  am  strongly 
d  to  suspect,  that  real  honour  is  a  stranger  where  common  decency  is 

?- 

or  the  artist,  one  can  hardly  forbear  execrating  his  hateful  folly,  who 

prostitute  such  fine  talents  to  such  infamous  purposes.     Detested  be 

isel  that  teaches,  though  with  inimitable  dexterity,  the  cold  obdurate 

!  to  enkindle  dissolute  affections  !     Abhorred  be  the  pencil,  that  makes 

er  use  of  the  most  lovely  colours,  than  to  pollute  the  canvas,  and 

e  the  spectator  I 

is  a  pity  but  the  advice  of  Cicero,  that  great  master  of  elegant  taste  and  polite 
s,  was  received  as  a  standard  of  regulation  by  all  our  connoisseurs  iu  the  fine  arts  : 
rimis  provident,  ae  ornamenta  mdium  atque  hortonun  vitium  aUquod  \wd\cciit 
\oribaa.  **• — Z?^  Cffic. 
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It  18  argoed)  1  know,  that  may  of  those  pieces  are  the  completest  model 
extant.  An  eyerlasting  reproach  this  to  the  art ;  but  no  apology  for  th 
performances;  since  the  more  nicely  they  are  executed,  the  more  mil 
chicTous*  is  their  influence.  It  strikes  the  surer,  and  sinks  tlie  deepa 
It  dresses  destruction  gay,  and  paves  with  beauty  the  way  to  ruin. 

It  is  my  chief  ambition,  Aspasio,  to  have  all  my  decorations  so  oircnn 
stanced,  that  the  beholder  may  learn  some  valuable  lesson  in  moialitj 
or  be  reminded  of  some  important  event  in  history — may  find,  even  i 
the  scenes  of  his  amusement,  something  to  establish  his  virtue  or  enlaig 
his  knowledge. 

I  frequently  entertain  my  eldest  son,  who  is  reading  the  Cheek  tm 
Latin  historians,  with  an  explanation  of  my  principal  drawings,  that  h 
may  behold  in  colouring  what  he  has  perused  in  narrative. — QAt  tU 
instant,  the  3iiouth  happened  to  make  his  appearance,  paying  his  regp^ek 
to  Aspasio,  and  dutifully  saluting  his  &ther^. — It  just  recurs  to  my  memoi) 
said  Tlicron,  that  some  necessary  afiairs  of  the  Cunily  require  my  attendaaei 
for  a  few  niiuutes.  Will  you  excuse  my  absence,  good  Aspasio,  and  per 
mit  my  son  to  supply  my  place  ? 

You  will  very  much  oblige  me  by  leaving  me  such  a  oompanion.^AM 
come,  my  dear  Sir,  addressing  himself  to  Eugenie,  as  I  know  yon  an 
a  lover  of  learning,  what  think  you  of  diverting  ourselves  with  then 
agreeable  books?  which  give  us  their  instructive  lessons,  not  in  pnaliiii 
languages,  but  in  pleasing  colours.  Eugenie  spoke  his  consent,  aac 
expressed  his  modesty,  by  a  becoming  blush,  while  Aspasio  proceeded— 

AajK  This  is  a  striking  picture  indeed :  hills  piled  on  hills  form  a  most 
astonishing  prospect.  What  horrible  magnificence  reigns  amidst  those  wik 
and  shaggy  rocks !  Nature  seems  to  have  designed  tliem  for  the  boondaria 
of  the  world.  Yet  tlione  daring  troo))s  arc  attempting  to  pass  the  prodigiov 
barrier.    Who  «ire  they,  Eugenio ;  and  whom  shall  we  call  their  leader  ? 

En/;,  TliiH,  iSir,  is  the  famous  Hannibal,  heading  and  encouraging  hi 
anny  in  the  passage  of  the  Alps.  Tlie  sons  of  Africa  seem  to  shiver  witA 
cold,  as  they  traverse  those  frozen  regions,  and  march  among  the  donds. 

A9p.  It  is  the  very  same.  Some,  you  obser>'e,  climb  with  excessive  toil 
the  steep  and  craggy  cliffs.  Others  with  far  greater  difficulty,  desoend 
through  dreadful  decli>'itie8  of  ice,  exposed  all  the  while  to  the  arrows  of  ik 
mountaineers.  Sonic,  endeavouring  to  avoid  the  showers  of  steel,  slip  with 
their  feet,  and  t^iuible  headlong  down  the  vast  projecting  promontories. 
See  from  what  a  height  they  are  falling !  carriages  and  their  drivers,  the 
horse  and  his  rider,  and  at  what  a  distance  still  from  the  stony  abyss  below! 
Some  lie  with  closed  eyelids  and  ghastly  features,  dashed  to  death  at  the 
very   bottom.     Others,  writhing   with   the  torture  of  mangled  limbs  and 

*  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  improper,  I  wish  it  was  entirely  needieu,  to  aiiimad?ar1 
upon  a  practice,  which  is  not  only  a  reproach  to  our  Christian  profeMioD,  but  an  intoH 
upon  national  decomm — the  practice  of  exposing  to  pnhUc  view,  and  offering  to  pabUi 
sale,  such  shameful  prints,  as  are  fitted  only  to  awaken  Ucentious  desires  and  cheriih  tki 
most  profligate  dispositions. 

Such  spectacles  are  a  species  of  the  rankest  poison.     And  can  the  poison  be  less  per< 

nicious,  because  it  is  received  at  the  eye,  instead  of  passing  through  the  lips  ?  because  il 

tends  more  immediately  to  debauch  the  morals,  and  but  remotely  to  destroy  the  constita 

tjon  ?    No  wonder  so  many  of  our  youths  are  corrupted,  and  so  many  robberies  com 

mitted,  while  such  scenes  of  pictured  \ewdnefi«  are  «\iS(«t«^  1q  SsAmoa  N^ma  ^vUh  Init 

tmd  habituate  them  to  impudence. 
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Woken  bones,  lift  up  an  agonising  look  to  their  comrades.  Tlieir  cuinradcs, 
insensible  of  a  brother's  misery,  and  wholly  intent  upon  their  own  proserva- 
noD,  hang  frightfully  suspended  on  the  edges  of  the  precipice.  The  preci- 
pice seems  to  totter  as  they  cling ;  and  the  alarmed  spectator  exi)ects,  every 
moment,  a  hideous  downfall.  Are  you  not  startled  at  the  Wew,  Eugenio, 
and  in  pain  for  the  hardy  adventurers  ? 

Ettg.  I  am.  Sir ;  and  I  wonder  how  they  will  extricate-  themsclvcH  from 
these  perilous  circumstances.  I  have  read  in  Livy,  that  they  cut  their  way 
through  the  rocks,  after  they  had  softened  thcni  with  vinegar.  But  is  this 
piobable  ?  how  could  they  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  amidst  those  desolate 
mountains  ? 

Atp,  I  believe  their  resolution  and  their  perseverance  were  the  vinegar. 
These  open  a  road  through  rocks.  These  under  the  conduct  of  prudence, 
and  the  favour  of  Heaven,  sunnount  all  obstacles.  Influenced  by  thesis  the 
survivors  press  boldly  on ;  and  are  detennined  to  vanquish  the  horrors  of 
nature,  as  a  prelude  to  their  v-ictory  over  the  forces  of  Rome.  I^t  these, 
resolution  and  perseverance  I  mean,  be  the  companions  of  my  Eugtnio's 
youthfiil  studies,  and  they  will  enable  him  also  to  conquer  difficulties — even 
aD  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  his  way. 

What  is  our  next  draught  ?  At  each  end  we  have  a  group  of  living 
figures.  All  the  intermediate  space  is  an  extensive  tract  of  land,  diversified 
only  by  rapid  rivers,  horrid  deserts,  and  monntainouH  ridges  ;  with  here  and 
there  a  few  savage  natives,  in  uncouth  dresses  and  fonnidable  anns.  It  is 
more  like  a  map  than  a  j)icture  :  and  the  most  remarkable  beauty  is  the 
aerial  pi»rspective  ;  which  puts  a  very  agreeal)le  clieat  upon  our  eyes,  causing 
us  to  Whold  on  an  ell  of  canvas  the  space  of  many  hundreds  of  miles. 

Euff,  Tliis  represents  the  retreat  of  the  ten  thousand  CJreeks.  First  we 
behold  them  in  the  plains  of  Media ;  at  an  immense  distance  from  their 
native  country ;  without  guides  ;  without  provision ;  and,  what  is  the  most 
(le#j)erate  calamity  of  all,  deprived  of  their  ablest  officers  by  treachery  and 
murder.  AVell  may  they  look  dejected !  How  have  I  pitied  them  as  I  read 
llicir  storj- ;  abhorred  the  perfidy  of  their  enemies ;  and  wished  them  all 
tfliccess  in  their  hazardous  enterprise  ! 

Afp,  Do  not  you  j)erceive  their  drooping  spirits  begin  to  revive,  and  some 
gleam  of  ho|K^  diffuses  itself  through  their  countenances,  while  they  listen  to 
the  eloquent  Xenophon,  who  stands  conspicuous  in  the  midst  haran<j!fuing 
his  soldiers,  .and  rousing  their  courage  ?  But,  ah  !  what  a  vast  extent  of 
unknown  climes  must  thev  traverse,  with  a  numerous  and  victorious  annv 
harast^ing  them  in  flank,  or  lianging  upon'  their  rear !  AVhat  fatigues  must 
they  sustain,  what  hardships  endure,  before  they  arrive  at  their  wished-for 
home  ! — Home  !  Fired  by  the  enchanting  name,  and  animated  by  their 
brave  philosophic  leader,  they  resolve  to  push  their  way  through  all  the 
extremes  of  peril  and  of  pain.  To  scatter,  with  their  little  band,  the  cii- 
rircling  millions  of  barbarians,  is  the  smallest  of  their  achitrvements.  They 
crcHfs  rivers,  they  scale  rocks,  whose  slippery  banks,  and  craggy  summits, 
are  lincMi  with  opposing  nations.  They  wade  through  deserts  of  snow,  and 
pi«  over  inhospitable  mountains,  the  far  more  dreaded  abodes  of  desolation, 
drou^rht,  and  famine.  Thev  encounter  the  keenness  of  the  n()rthem  stonn, 
aad  a}}  Hie  ri*rour  of  the  most  malignant  seasons.  As  some  of  l\\cse  ^tV\c\^ 
^rp  incapable  of  being  expressed  by  the  pencil,  the    artist  rcm\t>j  \\>i  Vv>  VS 
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InHtorian,  and  has  contented  himself  with  marking  out  the  most  d]stingiiuhi|i^ 
Htag(>8  of  this  memorable  expe<lition.  Only  we  view  the  courageoiis  itiailK! 
rants,  once  again,  on  a  pretty  lofty  eminence.  There  they  appear,  not  "^ 
their  former  dejection,  but  in  all  the  transports  of  joy. 

Euif,  Tliis,  Sir,  is  the  mountain  Tecqua,  from  whence  they  had  tiie 
view  of  the  sea,  and  the  first  dawn  of  safety.     There  they  embnoe 
another,   and   extol    their    commanders,   especially   the  noble   Xenophoa^ 
whose  liistory  gives  me  great  delight,  and  his  manly  yet  benign  aipeol  ' 
strangely  attracts  my  esteem.     Methinks,  under  such  a  general,  I  could  bavt 
been  willing  to  take  my  share  in  all  the  toil  and  all  the  hazards  of  Om  ' 
expedition. 

Aitj).  Would  my  Eugenie  ?     Then  I  will  list  him  under  a  Captain,  m- 
spt^akably  more  accomplished  and  beneficent.     Young  as  you  arc,  yon  shal^  : 
from  this  hour,  commence  a  soldier  and  a  traveller ; — a  soldier  to  fight  agiioil-' 
sin,  and  every  temptation — a  traveller,  to  pass  through  the  wildemen  d^^' 
this  world,  unto  the  land  of  everlasting  rest.     Tliough  your  enemies  mi^  • 
be  numerous,  and  your  journey  tedious,  yet  faint  not,  neither  be  ^sconraged* 
The  Lord  of  heaven  is  your  guide,  and  heaven  itself  shall  be  your  es> 
coeding    great   reward.      AVhen   you  arrive  at  those  happy  abodes,  yoot 
dttlight  will  infinitely  surpass  all  that  the  Grecians  felt  on  Tecqua,  wIm^ 
their  ravished  eyes  beheld,  and  their  tongues  with  ecstasy  shouted,  ^Tlis 
H^a !  the  sea  !  " 

The  scene  of  yonder  picture,  I  would  venture  to  affirm,  lies  among  the 
ancient  Jews. 

FsHi/,  I  low  can  you  tell  this,  Sir,  at  such  a  distance  ? 

A»p,  Wy  ^'  the  fringes  in  the  borders  of  their  garments,  and  on  each 
fringe  a  riband  of  blue."  God  Almighty  commanded  all  the  Jews  to  observe 
this  ]>eculiarity  in  their  habit,  that  their  very  clothes,  being  different  from 
the*  ap])arel  of  their  heathen  neighbour^,  might  admonish  them  not  to  be 
eonfonned  to  their  idolatrous  worship  and  licentious  manners.  This,  as  well 
as  every  other  divine  command,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  most  exactly  obejred. 
Thert^fon^  we  are  told  by  the  evangelical  historian,  that  the  diseased 
woman,  ^^  who  touched  but  the  hem  of  liis  garment,  was  restored  to  health." 
//<*m  it  is  in  our  English  Bibles ;  but  if  you  consult  that  most  excellent 
of  all  books,  the  (inn^k  Testament,  you  will  find  that  the  original  word 
might  more  proi)erly  bo  rendered  /ri/iytf*.  However,  let  us  pass  from  the 
drapery  to  the  design. 

Fwf.  llert*  we  see  David  in  one  of  the  most  threatening  exigencies  of 
his  whole  life.  Saul,  more  like  a  bloodhound  than  a  king,  pursues  the  best 
t»f  Hons,  and  the  most  valuable  of  subjects.  He  has  extended  the  wings  of 
his  v«Ty  Hiipi'rior  army,  in  onler  to  surroundf  the  injured  hero  and  his  hand- 
ful of  assoeiat<»s. 

Afp.  This  is  the  most  animated,  and  I  think  the  most  masterly  perform- 

•  Miitth.  ix.  20.     K^m)«». 

■\  To  thi«,  or  lome  such  incident,  may  be  applied  a  passage  of  the  Psalms,  which,  in 
our  translation,  is  very  obscure  ;  has  scarce  any  sense,  or  if  any,  a  rery  nnjostifiableoiie: 
"  Wherefore  should  1  fear  in  the  days  of  evil,  when  the  wickedness  of  my  heels  compasieth 
me  round  about?**  Psalm  xlix.  5.  Wherefore  1  The  reason  is  yery^ apparent :  When 
wickedness  cleaves  to  a  )>erson's  heels,  or  habitually  attends  his  goings,  it  raises  an  army 
of  trrron  ;  it  unsheathes  the  sword  of  ^vino  vengeance,  vA  Vrtt^aX.  \&a  ^joSflc^  Vji& 
rmjv  ihreMtcuingiD  the  book  of  Qod. 
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lat  has  hitherto  come  under  our  notice.  Consternation  and  doubt 
their  looks.     Shall  they  surrender  themselves,  as  so  many  tame  vie- 

a  tyrant's  fury ;  or  shall  they  cut  their  way  to  safety,  through  the 
of  countrymen,  firiends,  and  brothers  ?  Dreadful  dilemma !  Wliile 
d  debating,  the  pursuers  are  closing  upon  them.  A  few,  a  few 
}  more,  must  decide  their  fate.  But  who  is  the  person  that  intervenes 
this  critical  juncture  ? 

It  is  a  messenger  from  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Judea.  He 
ireathlcss  and  trembling,  amazement  in  his  face,  and  dust  upon  his 
'^  An  invasion !"  he  cries ;  ^'  an  invasion  !  The  Philistines  Iiave 
themselves  upon  our  frontiers !  The  Philistines  are  overrunning  the 


** 


Upon  the  receipt  of  this  news,  see  what  vexation  reddens  in  the  dis- 
cd  monarch's  aspect !  What  anger  lightens  in  his  eye  !  At  the  same 
rhat  pale  reflections  on  his  country's  danger  mingle  themselves  with 
y  passions,  and  almost  quench  the  flame  enkindling  in  his  checks. 
le  vulture  relinquish  his  prey,  even  when  it  lies  fluttering  under  his 
Galling  thought !  But  his  kingdom  is  at  stake.  If  he  does  not 
lately  advance  to  repel  the  enemy,  his  all,  his  all  is  lost.  Burning 
re  with  indignation,  yet  chilled  with  fear,  he  turns,  hasty  though 
at,  away.  Are  you  not  charmed,  Eugenie,  with  this  description  of 
uous  and  contrary  passions,  which  afford  the  finest  subject  for  historic 
g,  and  are  so  happily  expressed  in  this  piece  ? 

.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  am  shocked,  rather  than  charmed.  The  very  looks  of 
vengeful  monarch  fill  me  with  horror.  What  must  he  suffer  in  his 
vv-ho  discovers  such  rage  and  anguish  in  his  features !  I  would  not 
is  furious  temper  for  all  his  royal  power. 

Then,  my  dear  Eugenie,  you  must  endeavour  to  suppress  every 
D  of  envy  and  malevolence.  You  must  cherish  a  cordial  good- will  to 
I ;  and  learn  to  rejoice  in  their  excellencies  and  happiness,  as  well  as 
•  own.  Envy  is  the  worm  that  gnaws,  envy  is  the  fury  that  embroils . 
E»tched  heart.  And  an  author,  with  whom  you  will  ere  long  be  ac- 
?d,  has  assured  us, 

Invidia  Siculi  non  iiiTenere  tyraoni 
Tormentum  majos.  Hoa. 

next  is  a  kind  of  night-piece.  Stars  are  in  the  sky,  and  the  new 
-ides  on  the  skirts  of  the  hemisphere  ;  which  affords  just  light  enough 
inguish  objects.  This  is  a  perfect  contrast  to  the  foregoing :  we  see 
flict  of  jarring  passions  ;  but  the  principal  person  appears  sedate  and 
9ed,  as  the  night  that  surrounds  him.  He  stands  on  the  bank  of  a 
thoughtful  and  attentive,  as  though  he  was  pondering  or  executing 
mportant  project. 

r.  This  is  Cyrus  the  Great.  He  stands  upon  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
s,  not  far  from  Babylon.  He  points  with  his  sceptre,  and  is  giving 
ons  to  his  army.  The  directions  are  to  pass  through  the  channel  of 
rer  (which  is  drained  of  its  water)  in  order  to  surprise  the  city. 
.  This  is  a  prince  of  very  superior  dignity,  the  honoured  instrument 
•cuting  Jehovah's  counsels.     He  was  foretold  by  the  phrophet  Isaiah, 

is  CTent  is  related  1  Sam.  xxiii.  25,  Sec,     And  it  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
tg  of  a  diwiae  tDterposal,  at  the  rerycriaia  of  need,  that  any  history  Viaft  ttcoxoft^. 
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and  even  mentioned  by  name,  more  than  two  hundred  yean  before  his  biitli 
Isa.  xliv.  28 ;  xlv.  1.  Let  us  wish  him  prosperity ;  for  he  goes  to  humU 
the  pride  of  Babylon,  and  release  the  captivity  of  Israel.  See  with  win 
regular  movements  and  what  calm  alacrity  his  troops  advance !  Sileno 
seems  to  escort  them,  while  under  covert  of  the  sliades,  and  with  Proi^ 
dence  at  their  head,  they  march  along  a  road  never  before  trodden  hy  tti 
foot  of  man.  The  soldiers  of  the  garrison  have  abandoned  their  station' a 
the  wall,  to  join  in  the  dissolute  indulgence  of  this  fatal  night.  The  iahalii 
tants,  like  many  a  heedless  sinner,  are  lulled  in  indolence,  and  dreamiiq 
of  pleasures,  even  on  the  very  brink  of  ruin. 

Euff,  Why  are  those  brazen  gates  which  lead  to  the  river  placed  in  tnA 
a  distinguished  point  of  view?  They  strike  my  eye  more,  I  think,  than  ill 
the  monuments  of  art  and  grandeur  which  adorn  that  superb  city.  And 
let  me  farther  ask,  whether  the  painter  has  not  offended  against  probabiliftT; 
in  suffering  them  to  stand  wide  o|)eu  ?  On  the  approach  of  so  formidiUk 
an  adversary,  I  sliould  expect  to  have  found  them  shut  with  all  poniUi 
security. 

Afp.  In  this  particular,  the  painter  has  diewed  his  judgment  and  nm 
forgotten  his  piety.  God  had  devoted  that  haughty  and  oppressive  metm 
polis  to  destruction.  And  you  will  perceive,  from  this  circumstance,  ham 
wonderfully  he  overrules  all  events  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  sacvM 
purpose.  Had  those  ponderous  gates  been  shut*,  the  city  had  continnec 
impregnable,  and  the  whole  enterprise  been  defeated.  But,  through  boom 
accidental  forgetfulness,  occasioned  by  the  disorders  of  this  riotous  solemnity 
or  rather  by  a  very  signal  interposition  of  divine  vengeance,  they  are  Isifl 
open,  and  afford  an  easy  entrance  to  slaughter  and  death  ;  which  nuh  upoi 
the  unhappy  creatures  all  sunk  in  sleep,  or  overcharged  with  wine ;  as  a  ooii* 
cealed  snare  in  some  dreadful  unexpi*cted  moment  springs  up,  and  inextri- 
cably entangles  the  unwary  bird.  AVas  I  to  inscribe  Ihis  picture  with  i 
motto,  I  would  chuse  the  apostle's  admonition,  "  Be  sober  ;  be  vigilant." 

Who  is  this,  with  his  length  of  hair  t  flowing  upon  his  shonlderB,  witii 
such  amplitude  of  personage,  such  magnificence  of  mien,  and  noble  plain- 
ness of  habit  ?  ' 

Eu4/,  Tliis  18  my  favourite  piece.  My  father  sometimes  shows  me  the  heads 
of  the  philosophers ;  but  there  is  something  so  uninviting  and  severe  in 
Socrates  and  Diogenes,  that  I  could  never  much  admire  them.  But  this, 
Sir,  is  Scipio  ;  the  thunderbolt  of  war,  as  Virgil  calls  him.  Here  is  some- 
thing so  lovely  and  engaging,  as  well  as  grand  and  majestic,  that  I  am  never 
weary  of  looking  on  him. 

A9p.  He  appears  with  a  lady  of  distinguished  beauty  in  his  hand. 

Eu^,  This  is  the  captive  princt^ss  who  had  been  taken  in  war,  who  was  set 

*  See  this  very  momentous,  tliough  seemingly  inconsiderable  cinimstance,  fiaely  illuf- 
tratedby  M.  RolUn,  and  compared  with  a  remarkable  prophecy  in  Isaiah,  Ancient  gitfary, 
vol.  ii.  p.  144,  &c.  ;  a  work  in  which  the  most  entertaining  and  instructive eTents  of  anti- 
quity  are  regularly  digested,  elegantly  related,  and  stripped  of  those  minuter  inddentf 
which  make  the  story  move  slow,  and  are  apt  to  fatigue  the  attention. 

1 1  believe  it  was  not  customary  with  the  Romans,  especially  their  warriora,  to  have 
long  flowing  hair.  This,  therefore,  might  seem  an  offence  against  what  the  Italians  call 
fV  costume f  if  the  painter  was  not  supported  by  the  authority  of  Livy,  who,  in  hit  descriptife 
picture  of  Scipio,  gives  us  the  following  touches  :  **  Si)ecies  corporis  ampla  ac  magnifica. 
Praeterquam  quod  suapte  natura  multa  majestas  inerat^  adomabat  promissa  Canries. 
tmbitUMque  corporis,  non  cultus  mundltiis,  s«d  vin\i«  'vere  ac  Uki^tu\«.    \ii\>.xs;:«\aL  ^  U. 
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qui  for  the  gcncrars  priase,  but  whom  he  is  now  restoring  to  her  espoused 
koBband. 

Atp.  Yon  are  right,  Eugcnio.     He  has  just  led  in  his  lovely  captive, 
ritended  hy  her  husband  and  parents,  amidst  a  full  assembly  of  Romans  and 
OdtiberianSy  the  victors  and  the  vanquished.     His  modest  eyes,  you  observe, 
m  rather  turned  from,  than  gazing  upon  the  blooming  virgin.     Cannot  you 
nppoae  how  the  spectators  must  be  affected  upon  the  opening  of  this  extra- 
■dinaiy  scene  ?  Every  one  beholds  the  hero  with  admiration,  the  lady  with 
defight.     Every  bosom  is  big  with  expectation,  or  in  pain  for  the  event. 
Alta  a  short  pause,  he  addresses  himself  to  the  lover  in  words  to  this  effect : 
**I  am  no  stranger  to  your  interest  in  this  fine  woman :  The  fortune  of  war 
fcts  pmt  her  entirely  into  my  power.     The  circumstance  of  my  youth  cannot 
lender  me  insensible  to  so  engaging  a  person  :  but  with  us  Romans,  honour 
and  generoeity  have  a  more  prevailing  influence  than  transitory  gratifications. 
lUke  your  bride ;  be  happy  in  each  other ;  and,  when  you  look  upon  this 
gift,  admire  the  Romans,  be  a  friend  to  Rome."     Upon  this  he  delivers  her 
(as  yon  behold  the  action  here  represented)  to  the  enamoured  prince. — Sec 
bow  the  crowds,  that  duster  and  hang  around,  arc  struck  with  the  beneficent 
deed !  In  the  Celtibcrians,  we  behold  a  mixture  of  veneration  and  surprise. 
Their  looks  are  fiill  of  meaning.     Methinks  they  arc  going  to  cry  out, 
**  ExceUant  man  ! "  In  the  Romans,  we  discern  a  conscious  superiority  and 
exnlfation  of  mind.     Triumph  is  in  their  features,  as  though  they  would 
■ly,  •*  This  wondrous  man  is  ours."     In  the  lady,  wc  admire  the  acconiplish(?d 
and  modest  fair,  uniting  all  the  dignity  of  her  birth  with  all  the  delicacy  of 
her  sex.    Wliat  soft  confusion  and  what  tender  joy  appear  in  her  countenance  ! 
9ie  is  lost  in  wonder,  and  at  a  loss  for  words  :  she  speaks  the  acknowledg- 
ments of  her  heart  by  the  silent  eloquence  of  a  tear,  which  steals  down  her 
glowing  cheek  to  bedew  the  kind  hand  that  has  protected  her  innocence, 
and  18  delivering  her  to  her  lord.     Her  lord  is  under  an  apparent  and  a 
graceful  struggle  of  love  and  gratitude  :  he  doats  upon  his  charniinfr  prin- 
cess, and  he  almost  adores  his  generous  benefactor.     We  can  hardly  tell 
whether  he  is  going  to  clasp  the  former  in  his  arms,  or  throw  himself  at  the 
feet  of  the  latter.     Tlie  aged  parents  express  their  transport  in  a  different 
manner.     Their  knees  are  bent  to  the  earth ;  their  eyes  are  lifted  up  to 
beaTcn  ;  they  implore  for  their  noble  guardian  every  blessing  that  the  gods 
can  bestow.     Scipio  himself  displays  all  the  magnanimity  of  the  conqueror, 
tempered  with  the  sedatencss  of  the  philosopher,  and  softened  with  the 
gentleness    of  the  friend.     He  gives  happiness ;  but  he  enjoys  a  greater. 
His  eyes  sparkle  with  a  sublime  delight ;  and  he  seems  to  antici})ute  the 
applause  which  this  truly  heroic  act  will  gain  in  all  countries  and  in  all  ages. 

Eup.  Is  not  this  a  greater  victory  than  any  that  he  had  won  in  the  field 
of  battle ;  and  a  nobler  triumph  than  any  that  could  be  voted  him  by  the 
applauding  senate  ?  Amiable  Scipio  !  Might  I  be  a  Roman,  I  would  he  no 
otWr  than  Scipio. 

Asp.  I  wish  you,  my  dear  Sir,  the  temperance  and  generosity  of  Seij^io  ; 
but  from  a  better  motive  than  his.     He,  I  fear,  was  too  much  swayed  by  a 
spirit  of  ambition,  which  you  must  endeavour  to  suppress   rather  than  j 
dieri^.     A  spirit  of  ambition  which  pants  after  distinction,  and  thirsts  f'' 
applause,  is  diametrically  opposite  to  the  genius  of  the  gospel,  Gal.  v.  2 
It  is  a  lesscm  which  must  infalliblv  bo  imleamed,  if  ever  wc  become  p*" 
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TB  of  faith,  or  partakers  of  Christ,  John  v.  44.  It  is  a  root  of  UtltnMu, 
which  naturally  prnJucos  cuvy,  Qal.  v.  26  ;  tlint  moat  odious,  and  (nfl  you 
lave  just  now  seen)  moat  siilf-tornienting  of  all  tempera.  It  is  a  habit  of 
uiud,  which  generally  renders  men  inceodaariea  in  the  church,  and  disturbers 
)f  its  tranquillity,  3  John  9,  10.  It  is,  tlietvfore,  more  like  an  enchanted 
lotion  which  inebriatea,  than  a  genuine  cordial  which  animates. 

Eug.  From  what  motive  then  wonld  you  encourage  me  to  bo  diligent  in 
;hc  pursuit  of  looming,  and  in  the  cultivation  of  every  virtue  ? 

Aip.  Not  that  you  may  acquire  the  poor,  contemptible,  pGrialiing  honour, 
which  cometli  from  men  ; — but  that  you  may  please  God,  your  Ahuighty 
Creator;  that  you  may  glorify  Christ,  your  infinitely  condoscendiug 
tteduemer  ;  that  you  may  yourself  attain  what  ia  the  true  dignity  and  only 
elieity  of  your  nature ;  and  may  be  aerviceablo  to  the  best  interests  of  your 
ellow-croatures — even  tlieir  present  holincas  and  their  eternal  happiness. 

These  are  the  grand  and  endearing  ouoouragcinentB  which  our  holy  roli- 
!;ion  proposes.     I'licse  will  ojwrote,  I  atn  bold  to  aver,  witli  a  nmcli  sweeter 
■erolgn  efficacy,  then  all  the  glittering  entieemonts  which 
imbition  can  devise  :  and,  what  is  abovo  oil  other  eonaiderationa  weighty, 
vill  be  mure  likely,  or  rather  tlieae  will  be  very  certain,  to  receive  the 
blessing. 

toid  me  yon  was  never  weary  of  t-on  torn  plating  Scipio.  For  wbicli 
I  promise  myself,  you  will  not  be  fatigued  or  dis]ileaaed,  though  I 
0  long   confined  your   Jittentton   to  tliia   portrmt.      But   liave   we  no 
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No  turbulent  or  disorderly  joy  riots  among  tlic  soldiery.  They  express  no 
the  trimDph  of  their  hearts  in  frantic  exultations  or  drunken  revels,  but  ii 
■ete  of  thankngJYing  to  Jehovah ;  in  an  attitude  which  q)eak8  the  devou 
—kaawledgment  of  the  prophet,  ^*  Thou  art  our  battle-axe  and  weapons  o 
mr,"  Jer.  IL  90 ;  or  the  grateful  declaration  of  the  Psalmist,  ^'  Not  unto  us 
O  Lord,  not  onto  na,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory,"  PsaL  ex  v.  1. 

Tbii  last  mrtance .  informs  my  Eugenie,  that  prayer  is  an  lionourabh 

«nploj;  hit  been  practised  by  persons  of  the -most  admired  endowments 

it  die  nmsfc  nuvthod  of  obtaining  success  in  whatever  business  we  undertake 

mt  of  enjoying  prosperity  in  whatever  circumstances  we  are  placed. 

TIm  iMKt  pieoe  is  difierent  from  all  the  preceding.     In  those,  armies  witl 

^^M'^T  displayed,  ships  of  war  riding  at  anchor,  battering  engines 

iwiUiiinwits  of  death,  form  the  perspective.     In  this,  we  have,  al' 

ft  lovdy  and  nual  landso^pe,  expressive  of  peace,  and  enriched  witl 

pisntjr.     Coni  and  cmttle  in  the  valleys,  fruitful  vineyards  on  the  hills,  and 

hsmtiMgwdena  sorronnding  the  houses.     But  wlio  is  that  graceful  and 

penonage,  seated  on  a  stately  throne  of  ivory  and  gold  ? 

.  Thia  is  SoloaKm,  having  an  interview  with  the  Queen  of  Sheba 

A  kqp  tmin  of  her  attendants  throng  the  avenues  of  the  palace :  some 

Isniling  foragn  animals ;  some  bearing  vases  and  caskets ;  all  arrayed  in 

^ipareL    The  Israelites  stare  upon  their  outlandish  visitants,  theii 

pteMnis,  and  peculiar  halnts.     Tludr  visitants  are  as  much  surprised 

■I  Ihe  mdhi  the  towers,  and  especially  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.     But  you. 

Bfa*«  I  ^ipidiend,  are  most  pleased  with  the  venerable  person  who  fills  tlic 

duniet 

Aapk  Indeed  I  am ;  and  so  is  his  royal  guest.  You  observe,  in  her  robe, 
Iwr  rettnne,  her  deportment,  an  unpolished  kind  of  grandeur.  But  all  in 
BolonKNi  is  so  splendid,  and  at  the  same  time  so  elegant ;  displays  such  a 
dsKcacy  of  taste  and  such  a  magnificence  of  spirit,  that  the  Sabcan  princess; 
b  perfectly  in  raptures.  See  how  she  stands  fixed  and  gazing  with  speech - 
Ism  admintion,  like  one  lost  in  astonishment  and  transported  with  delight ! 
Her  looks  speak  what,  when  she  recovers  the  power  of  utterance,  her  tongue 
cqmsMS  :  **  It  was  a  true  report  that  I  heard  in  my  own  land,  of  thy  actn. 
ad  of  thy  wisdom.  Howbeit,  I  believed  not  the  words,  until  I  came,  and 
■ine  eyes  had  seen ;  and  behold^  the  half  was  not .  told  me ;  thy  wisdoir 
Old  proaperity  exceed  the  fame  which  I  heard." 

£iy.  This  is  a  great  compliment.     Is  it  right.  Sir,  to  praise  a  man  in 

ask  plain  terms,  and  such  high  strains,  to  his  very  face  ?  I  think  I  have 

heaid  Phllenor  blame  such  a  practice,  as  inconsistent  with  refined  manners  . 

and  I  have  heard  my  father  say,  no  one  is  a  better  judge  of  fine  breeding 

tksn  Fliilenor.     And  if  the  most  agreeable  behaviour,  added  to  the  mosi 

wining  eonveisation,  are  what  you  call  fine  breeding,  I  am  sure  PIi lienor  it 

of  it  to  a  very  great  degree.     I  love  to  be  in  his  company,  and  an 

better  pleased  than  to  hear  him  talk. 

ilijppw  Tlw  compliment  is  high,  but  it  is  just.     It  is  strictly  conformable  tc 

Mh,  and  pvoceeds  from  the  most  unaffected  sincerity.     If  we  take  whal 

UkmB  into  ooneidenition,  we  shall  have  a  pattern  of  true  politeness ;  a  pro 

pMiy,  and  n  refinement  of  address,  fur  surpassing  her  majesty's  external 

iMs.    **  Hqppj  aie  thy  men;  happy  are  these  thy  servants,  which  stand 

MfthnaOy  beioie  tkeoi  and  that  hoar  thy  wisdom."  Instead  of  envying, -she 

IT 
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congratulates  the  domestics  of  Solomon,  and  rojoicos  in  tlicirBnperiorfelicM 
This  is  benevolence.  "  lUe«>ed  l)c  the  Lord  thy  €k)d,  which  delighted  ■ 
thee,  to  set  thee  on  the  throne  of  Israel.  Because  the  Lord  loved  Israel  lij 
ever,  therefore  made  he  thee  king,  to  do  judgment  and  justice." — Here  dl 
ascn1)es  all  his  royal  virtues,  and  matchless  accomplishments,  to  the  booflijj 
of  Heaven.  Tliough  they  are  applauded  in  the  person  of  Solomon,  ihcM 
are  recognisBed  as  tlie  free  gift  of  God.  This  is  piety.  When  the  endeHk 
ments  we  celebrate  lead  us  to'  magnify  not  their  possessor,  but  their  antkilj. 
then  the  poison  is  corrected,  and  turned  into  medicine.  Praise  thuB  aicmi 
Htanced  loses  its  malignity,  and  is  rendered  salubrious. 

It  ]>leases  me  to  perceive,  tliat  you  take  so  much  notice  of  the  conTeimiie& 
which  passes  Ix^tween  your  worthy  father  and  his  ingenious  friends.  I  piil 
miRo  mywlf,  you  will  also  remember  the  maxim  which  we  have  now  leainil 
from  a  queen — a  queen,  wlioin  not  only  the  sacnxl  historian,  bat  our  Lbi1| 
Jesus  (^lirist  himself  vouchsafes  to  mention,  and  with  marks  of  approbatioai 
wliose  name  therefore  will  1>c  liad  in  honour,  when  Semiramis  and  Cteopairii 
tlie  heroines  and  tlie  beauties,  are  consigned  over  to  oblivion.  The  nuuda 
which  I  mean  is  tliis :  There  must  be  an  uni(m  of  sincerity,  of  bcncydcMnj 
and  of  piety,  in  order  to  constitute  true  ])olitenes8.  Whoever  pretends  to 
fine  breeding,  and  is  d(^itute  of  these  qualities,  is  nothing  more  than  a  pra^ 
tender.  IIo  bears  just  the  same  proportion  to  this  ornamental  character^  n 
the  ape  and  the  monkey  l>ear  to  the  man. 

But  we  have  not  sufficiently  examined  our  picture.  Tlie  dome  is  of  oeimt 
supported  by  ])i liars  of  marble,  to  wliicli  are  annexed  curtains  of  silk  m^ 
embroidery.  The  pillars  shine  with  the  most  glossy  polish,  and  swell  npoa 
the  eye  with  the  boldest  projections,  llie  curtains,  pendent  in  largo  and 
easy  folds,  seem  not  adhesive  to  the  canvass,  but  waving  in  the  air.  Ty 
throne  is  exquisitely  contrived,  riclily  ornamented,  and  highly  finished.  I| 
is  evident  tln^  painter  had  in  his  eye  that  remarkable  observation  of  ScriptoH^ 
^'  There  w:is  not  the  like  ma^le  in  any  kingdom  ;'*  and  he  has  really  done  d 
which  art  could  devise,  or  c(»1ours  execute,  in  order  to  exemplify  the  gml 
encomium. 

If  the  monarch  was  absent,  we  should  desire  no  better  entertainment  tlian 
to  view  the  beauties  of  the  apartment;  but  can  hardly  allow  any  attention  to 
the  edifice,  when  so  graceful  and  so  grand  a  presence  bespeaks  onr  regard 
For  I  must  own  there  appears  to  me  something  peculiarly  excellent  in  thk 
figure :  a  serenity  and  dignity,  without  any  of  that  martial  air  which  addl 
a  tinctun^  of  ferocity  to  the  warrior ;  a  sagacity  and  penetration  not  to  bl 
equalled  by  tlu*  wrinkles  of  age,  yet  transparent  through  all  the  bloom  d 
youth.  Piety  and  wisdom,  the  love  of  God  and  the  grace  of  his  Spirit,  give 
an  ehjvation  to  the  mind,  a  secret  charm  to  the  countenance,  and  something 
more  than  mortal  to  the  whole  man.  I  am  apt  to  suspect,  Eugenie,  thatyoa 
yourself  tare  re«ady  to  adopt  a  new  favourite^ ;  that  you  now  prefer  Solomon  even 
to  Scipio;  and  had  rather  be  like  the  ^''beloved  of  the  Lord,"  than  the  darling 
of  Rome. 

Eu/jf.  Every  thing  in  Solomon  is  so  venerable  and  heavenly,  that  I  an 

filled  with  awe  rather  than  fired  with  emulation.     It  is  not  for  a  boy  to 

think  of  imitating  such  high  perfection  ! 

^^.  Why  noty  my  dear  Sir?  It  was  God  w\\o  ^nq^  ^\o\fv«iv\\\ti  sn^^tcrior  wi»- 

doiri  and  exalted  accomplishments.   And  God\ft  *'''t\\^ttM»e'Y^***^^l>^**"^ 


u  . 


DIALOGUE    VI.  ^  09 

nd  for  ever  ;**  as  ivilling  to  hear,  and  as  able  to  kelp  you,  as  ho  was  to 

kir  and  bless  his  servant  Solomon.     Neither  let  your  youth  be  a  discou- 

■^mient.    *^Out  of  the  mouth  of  very  babes  and  sucklings,  he  ordaincth 

Amgtli,  and  perfects  praise,"  Psal.  viii.  2.    Samuel  ministered  in  the  temple 

Am  be  was  but  a  child,  I  Sam.  ii.  18.     Josiali,  while  he  was  yet  young, 

to  seek  after  the  God  of  his  fathers,  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  3.     Timothy 

acqounted  with  the  holy  scriptuR's  from  his  earliest  years,  2  Tim.  iii. 

^JS.    And  Solomon  himself  was  none  of  the  oldest,  when  he  was  favoured 

whh  that  extraordinary  vision,  and  made  that  admirable  choice  at  Gibeon, 

1  Kings, iii.  5,  6,  &c.;  a  passage  of  scripture  which  I  dare  say  you  have  read, 

-vloeh  I  would  recommed  to  yoiur  attentive  consideration,  and  which  I  hope 

jgn  wiQ  take  for  the  model  of  your  conduct.     And  if  you,  like,  tliat  illus- 

kiooB  young  prince,  desire  a  wise  and  understanding  heart,  more  than  the 

dhence  of  wealth  or  the  distinctions  of  honour ;    if  you  ^^  seek  wisdom  as 

■ker,  and  search  for  her  as  for  hid  treasure ;  then  shall  you  also  understand 

Ik  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of  God."  Pro  v.  ii.  4,  6. 

The  next  that  occurs  presents  us  with  a  view  of  the  sea ;  and  a  most  trc- 
■ndoos  view  it  is. 

£117.  This  is  the  voyage  related  by  the  evangelist,  when  our  Lord  sailed 
wth  his  disciples,  and  bid  the  storm  be  still,  and  made  the  ocean  calm. 

Aip.  Then  we  may  tnily  say,  **  A  greater  than  Solomon  is  here !"  Give 
m  leave  to  hint,  upon  this  occasion,  that  every  picture  of  Clirist  nmst  neces- 
vfly  depreciate  his  glorious  person.     Therefore  you  will  never  tliink,  that  a 
fnr  nys  beaming  round  his  sacred  head,  can  properly  distinguish  the  Son  of 
God,  or  express  the  grace  of  his  offices,  and  the  divinity  of  his  nature.  It  is  not 
h  display  the  perfections  of  the  Lord  Jesus  himself,  but  only  to  give  us  an  idea 
if  00c  of  his  works,  that  the  pencil  has  been  employed  on  this  grand  subject. 
You  will  also  remember,  that  it  was  not  the  main  ocean,  but  the  lake  of 
liberias  on  which  they  sailed.     However,  the  painter  is  at  liberty  to  make 
Ih  sea  as  large  as  he  pleases,  and  his  storm  as  terrible  as  he  can.     Accord- 
i^ly,  he  has  collected  all  the  horrors  of  a  tempest.     Lightnings  fire  the  arch 
ftbovc ;  and  thunders,  could  thunders  have  been  painted,  would  have  rocked 
the  ground  below.     Those  flaming  bolts  have  smitten  a  huge  promontory, 
and  torn  its  rugged  brow^     See  how  the  rocky  fragment  is  tumbling  with 
impetuous  bound  from  cliff  to  cliff!     The  watt^rs,  lashed  by  furious  winds, 
heave  and  toss  their  tumultuous  billows  :    hero  they  rise  in  rolling  ridges, 
there  they  rage  in  devouring  whirls.     Amidst  these  horrible  commotions, 
yoa  behold  a  vessel  in  all  the  extremity  of  distress :    straining  under  the 
bbat,  battered  and  half  overwhelmed  by  the  surge,  she  can  no  longer  main- 
tain the  unequal  conflict ;    she  yields  to  the  resistless  flood ;    and  begins, 
I    evidently  begins,  to  sink.     Perplexed,  amazed  and  at  their  wits'  end,  the 
1    ditcipk-s  run  to  and  fro.     Tliey  shift  their  tackling,  lighten  the  stowage,  try 
]    every  expedient ;  and  find,  to  their  inoxpresrfible  afHiction,  every  expedient 
ineffectual. 
We  cast  our  eye  forward,  and  their  divine  INIaster  a])pears  sedately  rising 
_.  j    from  a  gentle  slumber.     He  sees  the  peq)lcxity  and  horror  of  his  com- 
•    paoions,  without  the  least  emotion  of  alarm.     He  sees  dc8truction  approach- 
I    injj,  heaven  and  earth  mingling ;  and  instead  of  being  dismayed,  enjoys  tho 
J   elemental  war.     "What  composure  in  his  mien !  what  dignity  in  his  attitude  ! 
_     «&*/  majcsijr,  sweetened   with  compassion,  in  his  aspect  \  8uc\\  ?ia  cwAii 
/  If  2 
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ariso  from  no  other  cause,  but  a  conscious  and  undoubted  oertaintj  Afl 
not  one  of  the,  company  should  perish,  not  a  hair  of  their  head  bo  injon^ 
and  that  all  this  mighty  uproar  of  nature  should  end  in  a  dcmonstratioa  ^ 
his  mightier  power,  and  a  confirmation  of  his  disciples'  faith.  He  Mbv 
abroad  into  the  mutinous  sky  and  the  turbulent  deep :  He  waves,  with  If 
authoritative  air,  his  sacred  hand,  and  adds  the  great  commanding  woriij 
Peace  I  he  ttUL     Do  you  inquire  after  the  effect  ?  let  Milton  declare  \t>^  ; 

"  Confusion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  uproar  •  > 

Stood  ruled." 

This  is  expressed  in  another  draught,  where  all  is  hashed,  <|i 
tremendous  agitations  cease,  and  the  most  profound  tranquillity  taktt 
place.  The  water  is  smooth  as  glass ;  we  have  the  picture  of  a  peifc<| 
calm,  and  view  those  very  persons,  who  a  little  while  ago  were  in  ttl 
wildest  distraction  and  in  the  jaws  of  ruin,  surrounding  their  Lord  as  ram 
alive  from  the  dead.  Their  consternation  is  turned  into  wonder;  nC 
their  pangs  of  fear  into  ecstacies  of  joy.  They  acknowledge  the  orant 
potence,  and  adore  the  goodness  of  Jesus. 

Eug.  Well  may  they  acknowledge  his  omnipotence,  since  winds  and 
waves  obey  him.  Great  reason  have  they  to  adore  his  goodness,  sinev 
he  rescued  them  from  the  very  jaws  of  death — ^that  worst  of  deatlii^ 
perishing  in  the  stormy  deep. 

Asp.  If  Jesus  Christ  had  vouchsafed  such  a  deliverance  to  my  Eugenifl^ 
what  would  he  have  thought,  or  how  would  he  have  been  affected  ? 

Eug.  I  should  have  thought  myself  inexpressibly  obliged,  and  that  t 
could  never  show  sufficient  gratitude  to  so  great  a  benefactor. 

Asp.  Assure  yourself,  then,  my  dear  Sir,  that  he  has  done  infinitely  maii 
for  you :  that  he  has  delivered  you,  not  indeed  from  being  swallowed  up 
by  the  raging  billows,  but  from  sinking  into  the  pit  of  everlasting  perdi- 
tion :  that  he  has  not  only  rescued  you  from  endless  destmction,  Ui 
obtained  eternal  life  and  heavenly  happiness  for  you. — This  he  has  doM^ 
not  by  speaking  a  word,  or  issuing  a  command;  but  by  bearing  yon 
guilt,  suffering  your  punishment,  and  dying  the  death,  the  most  ignominioHt 
and  tormenting  death,  in  your  stead.  Should  you  not  then  unfeigned^ 
love  him  ?  study  to  please  him  ?  and  make  it  the  reigning  endeavour  «f 
your  life  to  glorify  him  ? 

Here  Theron  returned,  and  the  young  student  vrithdrew,  after  receiving 
some  affectionate  and  encouraging  compliments  from  Aspasio,  who  WM 
going  to  enlarge  upon  the  excellent  taste  of  his  friend,  the  instructiYe  style 
of  his  pictures,  the  good  sense  and  great  proficiency  of  his  son :  but 
Tlieron,  far  from  coveting  the  praise,  and  fully  satisified  vrith  the  oob- 
sciousness  of  acting  the  becoming  part,  prevented  his  discourse  by  stepping 
to  a  pair  of  glass  folding-doors,  which,  thrown  open,  admitted  them  into 
the  study. 

A  chimney-piece  of  grey  marble,  vrith  plain,  but  bold  and  protuberant 
moiddings,  formed  a  very  handsome  ap]>earance.  In  various  little  niches 
were  fixed  elegant  busts;  and  on  the  several  interstices  hung  beautiful 
prints,  representing  many  of  the  most  eminently  learned  men,  who  wwe 
the  omamenta  and  blessings  both  of  andoivt  tiivd  modem  times.      The 

res    all    around   were   accommodated,  not  eTicvLTc^M>T^  ^V^  \K«3ia 
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Aspftrio,  runniiig  over  the  lettered  bocks,  observed  a  collection  of  tho  most 
valuable  autliors  in  history  and  natural  philosophy,  in  poetry  and  divinity. 

Yoa  will  easily  perceive,  said  Theron,  that  I  am  somewhat  singular  in 
fbniiahing  my  study,  as  well  as  in  ornamenting  the  avenue.  My  books 
are  not  for  show,  but  use  ;  and  claim  a  regard,  rather  on  account  of  their 
worth  than  their  number.  An  immense  multitude  of  volumes,  I  have 
always  thought,  is  more  likely  to  embarrass  tho  attention  than  to  improve 
the  understanding.  A  huge  library  seems  to  resemble  a  perplexing 
labyrinth ;  and  often  bewilders  the  mind,  instead  of  leading  it  cxpe- 
ditionsly  to  the  acquisition  of  truth. 

When  people  are  eager  to  peruse  a  multiplicity  of  writings,  it  frequently 
happens,  that  in  reading  all  they  digest  none.  They  taste  some  empty 
and  transient  amusement,  but  collect  no  solid  or  lasting  advantage.  Their 
minds  arc  somewhat  like  those  capacious  looking-glasses,  which  we  have 
seen  exposed  in  the  most  frequented  and  populous  streets  of  Loudon.  Tliey 
receive  all  manner  of  shadowy  images,  but  no  substantial  impression.  A 
dionsand  figures  pass  tlirough  them^  not  one  abides  in  them. 

Our  hooks,  replied  Aspasio,  as  well  as  our  friends,  should  rather  be  select 
than  numerous.  For  my  part,  I  would  desire-  no  more  than  two  or  three 
of  the  most  correct  and  masterly  writers  in  any  science.  These  a  person  of 
moderate  capadty  may  be  able  to  comprehend ;  and  not  comprehend  only, 
hut  enrich  his  memory  with  the  choicest  sentiments,  and  make  the  sub- 
fitance  of  their  works  his  own.  He  will,  by  repetition  and  familiar  con- 
verse, enter  into  their  spirit,  and  acquire  their  manner  ;  while  a  rambler  in 
rcadiog  docs  little  more  than  gratify  his  fancy,  without  refining  his  taste, 
or  amending  his  heart. 

Upon  this  Aspasio  turned  himself,  and  espied  in  one  comer  of  the  apart- 
ment the  celestial  and  terrestrial  globes ;  in  another,  a  large  reflecting  tclc- 
soopc;  and  on  the  top  of  a  bureau,  one  or  two  of  the  best  microscopes. 

These  instruments,  resumed  Theron,  have  opened  an  inexhaustible  fund 
of  the  finest  entertainments*.  They  have  furnished  us  with  new  eyes, 
ad  brought  up,  I  may  venture  to  say,  a  new  world  into  our  view.  They 
give  us  a  sight  of  wonders,  which  may  seem  incredible  to  tho  incurious 
vnlgar,  and  were  utterly  unknown  to  the  most  inquisitive  sages  of  antiquity. 
They  charm  the  eye  with  a  display  of  inimitable  beauties,  where  nothing 
woitliy  of  notice  was  expected.  They  throw  the  mind  into  a  pleasing 
tiansport  of  admiration ;  and  from  the  meanest,  lowest  objects,  raise  the 
most  amiable  and  exaltt^d  ideas  of  the  all-glorious  Creator. 

I  have  often  regretted,  that  such  rational  and  manly  gratifications  should 
be  almost  universally  supplanted  by  the  fantastical  and  childish  amusements 
in  vogue.  Why  should  not  the  contemplation  of  nature's  8uri)rising  novel- 
ties be  as  acceptable  an  entertainment  as  the  stale  diversion  of  quadrille  ? 
be  as  refined  an  employ  for  a  leisure  hour  as  to  count  the  spots  on  a  pack 
of  cards  ?  Tho  ladies,  I  am  very  sure,  might  find  brighter  colours  and  more 
delicate  ornaments  in  the  robes  and  head-dress  of  a  common  fly,  than  ever 

*  Gentlemen  of  taste  and  seriousness  cannot,  I  think,  hare  a  nobler  piece  of  furniture 
for  tlicir  studies,  than  the  microscope  and  the  telescope,  the  orrery  and  the  air  pump. 
This  apparatus  would  afford  them  a  most  delightful  and  improving  amusement  in  a 
solitary  hour  ;  it  would  also  give  them  an  opportunity  of  entertaining  their  company,  in 
a  truly  el^ant  and  very  instructive  manner.  It  would  open  a  fine  and  ample  field  for 
displayinf  the  gloricB  of  God  the  Creutor,  and  of  God  the  Redeemer. 
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they  found  amidst  t\ic  tniikets  of  a  toy-shop.  And  was  the  fair  circle  of  femakf 
once  acquainted  with  tlie  radiant  vamisli  and  rich  studs  which  enamel  tha 
cover  of  a  beetle's  wing,  I  am  apt  to  think  they  would  view  wii(^  leit 
rapture,  with  more  indifFercncc,  perhaps  with  a  becoming  disdain,  4 
the  pretty  fancies  of  a  l>eau's  wardrobe. 

A  few  da3rs  ago,  when  the  accomplished  Manilia  favoured  us  with  %> 
visit,  I   shewed  her,  through  a  magnif\nng-gla8Sk  the  sting  of  a  bee,  tikmi 
scale  of  a  sole,  the  wing  of  a  gnat,  and  some  other  beautiful  minims  w 
nature,  together  w^ith  the  powder  which  adheres  to  our  fingers  when  m 
touch  the  body  of  a  moth  :  ^'Amazing!"  cried  the  young  lady;    ^^wiia( 
elegant  figures !     "What  enchanting  finery ! 

"  Smallest  lineaments  exact, 


In  all  the  liveries  deck*d  of  summer's  pride, 
With  spots  of  gold  and  purple,  azure  and  green.** 

Milton,  book  viL 


^^  How  perfect  the  polish,  and  how  high  the  finishing  of  that  little 
pon!    Til  is  piece  of  defensive  armour,  how  skilfully  contrived,  and  hoir 
curiously  wrought !    Hero  rising  into  little  ridges,  like  the  bosses  of  a  backlcTy 
fitted  to  repel  injuries :  there,  scooped  into  little  cavities,  designed,  I  snppoti^- 
to  diminish  its  weight ;  that  the  coat  of  mail  may  not  encumber,  even  while 
it  defends,  the  puny  wearer.     What  I  took  to  be  a  whitish  despicable  ng, 
is  the  neatest  fan  I  ever  beheld ;  mounted  on  sticks  *  inimitably  tapeiii^ 
and  slender,  tinged  with  all  the  soft  and  lovely  colours  of  the  most  glovf 
mother-of-|)earl.     But  what  astonishes  me  more  than  all,  is  the  view  of  thai 
coloured  dust,  which  your  instrument  has  turned  into  a  cluster  of  fcatlme;^ 
every  one  wrought  off  with  a  regularity  and  a  delicacy  tliat  are  beyond  tti 
power  of  description.     The  finest  stroke  djrawu  by  the  Italian  pen,  COQ^ ; 
pared  with  the  extreme  minuteness  of  the  shaft,  is  broad  and   bulky  at 
an  admirars  mast.     A  speck  of  leaf-gold,  could  it  be  weighed  against  tk 
exquisite  attenuations  of  the  vane  t,  would  seem  more  substantial  and  pon^ 
derous  than  yonder  marble  slab. 

^*'  How  nice,  even  to  a  prodigy,  must  be  the  mechanism  of  tho  animalcule 
race !  I  seo  globules,  I  see  tides  of  blood,  rolling  through  meanders  ine^ 
pressibly  finer  than  the  finest  hair. — iStranger  still !  I  see  whole  shoals  ef 
active  creatures  expatiating  in  a  single  drop  of  water  {;  taking  their  pastiiiie 
amidst  such  a  scanty  canal,  as  unstraitened,  and  as  much  at  large,  as  levia- 
than in  the  abysses  of  the  ocean.  A  whole  kingdom  of  those  creaturei^ 
though  collected  into  a  body,  are  (juite  undisctTniblc  by  the  naked  eye. 
What  then  must  be  the  size  of  every  in<lividual  ?  Yet  in  every  indi\'idual 
there  is  a  complete  system  of  limbs ;  each  endowed  with  spontaneous  mo- 

*  These  sticks  are  the  little  ribi  which  support,  at  proper  intervals,  the  fine  transpareal 
membrane  of  the  wiiij^. 

f  Vane  is  the  feathery  part  of  a  quill. 

t  In  a  single  drop  of  water,  Dr.  Hook  itf  said  to  hdvc  discovered,  with  his  microscope^ 

eiicht    millions    two  hundred    and   cit^hty  thousand   animalcules.      This  is   meatioiied« 

because   it  is  the  prevailing  ))liilo!»(>pliy  of  the  age :  though  I  must  confesa  that  M. 

(lautier  seems  to  have  gone  a  considerable  way  towaids  giving  it  another  turn;  as  he 

has  proved,  before  n  learned  assembly  at  Paris,  that  the  vcrmiculares  of  Lewenhoeck,  mod 

the  living  moleculw  of  M.  de  BuiTon,  were  only  balls  of  air  agitated  by  the  fermenting  of  thft 

seed.     If  so,  it  is  not  impossible  but  Dr.  Hookas  animalcules  may  be  nothing  more  than 

bal/s  of  air,  agitated  by  the  .fermenting  of  t\\e  \>e\>pcT.     U«  lVx\a  «a  it  will,  the  younig 

^Mdy*B  remarks  on  the  wonders  of  mechanism  iu  tUe  &u\v\ia\c^\«  ci««iU!dv^\  \wXvm«^  ^wSSl 

?r  be  controverted » 
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;  all  assembled,  though  not  crowded,  in  a  living  atom.  To  reflect  upon 
lie  texture  of  vessels  and  the  operation  of  organs,  so  complex,  so  numerous, 
[fit  80  inconceivably  minute ;  how  it  awakens  admiration,  fills  me  with 
jBvcience  of  the  Almighty  Maker,  and  3delds  a  pleasure  infinitely  superior 
111  all  the  modish  amusements  of  our  sex  !  Your  discoveries  of  life  in  miuia* 
[■re  have  given  me  a  disgust  of  what  is  called  high  life,  and  its  solemn  fop- 
You  have  spoiled  me,  Tlieron,  for  a  fashionable  trifler.  I  shall  no 
relish  the  dull  economy  of  the  fan,  or  the  poor  parade  of  the  snuff- 


Aip,  Have  yon  notliing  to  say  of  the  telescope  ? — I  believe  it  must  be 
■V  province  to  celebrate  this  admirable  invention  ;  and  I  wish  1  could  do  it 
with  Manilia's  brilliantimagination.  If  the  microsco])e  leads  us  downward, 
to  tlie  curious  secrets  of  the  animalcule  creation,  the  telescope  bears  us  up- 
rad,  to  the  grand  peculiarities  of  the  starry  regions.  The  eye,  conducted 
bv  this  wonderful  guide,  visits  a  variety  of  majestic  orbs,  which  would  other- 
viie  be  lost  in  unmeasurable  tracts  of  ether.  This,  far  more  surprising  than 
liie  discoveries  of  Columbus,  has  found  out  new  colonies  of  worlds  in  every 
qnrter  of  the  nocturnal  skies.  This  has  placed  a  glittering  cn^scent  on  the 
bi»w  of  one  *  of  the  planets ;  and  has  given  others  a  most  stately  train  of 
tftrndantsf. 

Ten  me,  Theron,  could  you  discern  the  full  choir  of  the  constellations,  or 

iidnguish   the  variegated  face  of  the  moon,    without  the  aid  of  our  tele- 

Mpic  tube  ?     Could  you,  with  your  unassisted  eye,  get  a  sight  of  Jupiter's 

■tettites,  or  procure  a  glimpse  of  Saturn's  ring  ?    Without  that  supplemen- 

I  ktf  aid  to  our  sight,  they  are  quite  imperceptible  ;  though  the  satellites  of 

I  %t  former  are  incomparably  more  magnificent  than  the  retinue  of  all  the 

'  iKHiaichs  in  the  world  ;  and,  compared  with  the  ring  of  the  latter,  all  the 

bridges  on  ten  thousand  rivers  are  less  than  the/erule  of  your  cane. 

As  the  telescope  to  the  eye,  so  is  revelation  to  the  understanding.  It 
discovers  tmtlis,  which,  exclusive  of  such  a  discovery,  had  been  for  ever  hid 
fipom  the  most  sagacious  minds.  It  is  strange  to  the  unlearned  observer, 
that  this  ponderous  globe  of  earth  and  seas  should  wheel  its  rapid  circuit 
RNmd  the  sun.  But  the  telescope  has  rendered  this  fact  clear  to  a  demon- 
sbatioii.  It  is  strange  likewise  to  our  natural  apprehensions,  that  we  should 
die  in  Adam,  and  be  undone  by  our  first  parent's  disobedience ;  nor  less  so 
that  we  should  be  made  alive  in  Christ,  and  derive  our  recovery  from  his 
iapnted  righteousness.  But  revelation  makes  this  doctrine  as  certain  as  it  is 
comfortable. 

Ther.  Does  revelation  make  it  certain  ? — Tliis  is  a  point  not  yet  estab- 
Hflbed,  but  taken  for  granted.     I  rather  apprehend,  that  revelation  in  no 
place  maintains   it — in  many   places   disavows  it.      Since   your  absence, 
Aspasio,  I  have  spent  some  time  in  searching  the  Scriptures,  with  a  parti- 
cular view  to  this  tenet ;  and  I  can  find  no  such  expression  in  the  whole 
Kble,  as  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness.     If  it  was  so  leading  an 
iiticle  as  yon  represent,  surely  it  could  not  have  been  entirely  forgotten  by 
the  inspired  writers,  nor  utterly  excluded  from  their  body  of  divinity. 
I       Atp,  The  very  identical  expression  may  not  occur,  and  yet  the  doctrine  be 
J    abondantly  taught.      I  believe  you    never  met  with  the  word  rcsurrec' 
Aa  m  any  part  of  the  Pentateuch,  nor  ever  read  the  phrase  satis/action  in 
Mffttc  New  Testament      Yet  our  Lord  fully  proved  the  truth  oi  t\\e  foivwit 
•  TbepUnet  Venas.  f  The  satellites  of  Jupiter  and  SaUta. 
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from  the  writings  of  Moses  ;  and  you  yourself  have  acknowledged  the  lattir 
to  be  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  apostles  and  evangelists.         ,  j^ 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  wo  have  express  and  repeated  mention  <tfiit 
righteousness  imputed.     What  or  whose  righteousness  can  be  tlie  subject  9$ 
this  assertion  ?     Not  the  righteousness  of  angels  :  they  are  a  soperior  dmnf 
of  beings,  and  have  no  such  intimate  connexion  with  our  nature.     Not  1^ 
righteousness  of  eminent  saints:  this  is  the  exploded  error  of  Popeiy;  ai| 
furnishes  the  Romish  zealots  with  that  chimera  of  arrogance  and  folly,  wvriiff 
of  supererogation.     Not  any  righteousness  of  our  own :  for  it  is  poflitivii^ 
declared  to  be  without  works,  Rom.  iv.  6,  in  which  no  works  of  our  wm 
have  any  concurrence  or  the  least  share. — What  other  rightcouBneas  ikm 
can  be  meant,  but  the  righteousness  of  our  great  Sul)stitute,  Surety,  «ial 
Saviour,  who  took  our  nature,  discharged  our  debt,  and  is  therefore  styledf  • 
'^  Jehovah  our  righteousness  V     Jer.  xxiii.  G. 

TAer.  This  seems  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  sacred  instmctioni. 
What  says  the  pro])het  ?  ^^  When  the  wicked  man  tumeth  away  from  ham 
wickedness  that  he  hatli  committed,  and  doth  that  which  is  lawful  and  lig^ : 
he  shall  save  his  soul  alive,"  Ezok.  xviii.  27.  Here  that  greatest  of  biei»> 
ings,  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  is  ascribed  to  a  departure  from  ovil  and  a  per- 
severance in  good  ;  to  a  real  alteration  in  a  man  s  own  temper  and  condiiNti 
not  to  any  fanciful  application  of  some  transmissivo  righteousneSB  fipon 
another. 

Asp.  Let  me  ask  my  Theron,  Is  there  no  wickedness  bat  riot  and 
debauchery,  profaneness  and  injustice  ?  Unbelief,  though  it  may  paas  with* 
out  censure  or  notice  in  a  system  of  morality,  is,  in  the  volume  of  revelatiiM^ 
declared  a  capital  crime.  Our  Lord,  speaking  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  mentioMi 
it  as  a  signal  ])art  of  his  oflic^,  that  '^  he  shall  convince  the  world  of  sin.**  Of 
what  s!n  ?  Scandalous  violations  of  moral  rectitude  ?  This  weze  a  necdiea 
employ.  The  light  of  reason  is  sufficient  to  evince  such  a  charge,  and  the 
court  of  conscience  is  erect. >d  to  pass  the  deserved  sentence.  Of  sin,  adds  the  ■ 
heavenly  Teacher,  "  In^causc  they  believe  not  on  me,"  John  xvi.  9  ;  on  my 
death,  as  the  cause  of  their  forgiveness ;  on  my  righteousness,  as  the  groui^ 
of  their  acceptance  ;  on  my  Spirit,  as  the  powerful  principle  of  their  holiness. 
Unbelief  treats  God  as  a  liar,  I  John  v.  10 ;  because  it  rejects  the  testi- 
mony which  he  has  borne  concerning  his  beloved  Son.  Unbelief  tramples  on 
the  blood  of  Christ,  and  is  a  nioet  contemptuous  affront  to  all  his  saving 
offices.  Unbelief  would  counteract  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  whan 
peculiar  work  it  is  to  testify  of  Christ,  and  make  nmnifest  his  righteousDcaB. 
Unbelief  instigates  (could  wo  have  thought  it  possible  ?)  a  child  of  dust,  a 
slave  of  sin,  to  idoliso  himself  iind  his  own  performances.  To  say  all  in  a 
word,  unbelief  is  that  great,  that  comprehensive  iniquity,  which  scomfullj 
rejects,  or  ini]>ious1y  renounces,  the  most  glorious  method  of  salvation  which 
Omniscience  itself  could  devise. 

The  wicked  nian^  therefore,  never  turns  from  his  wickedness,  till  he  turns, 
by  a  true  faith,  to  Jesus  Christ.      Till  then,  he  is  a  rebel  against  the  goepel, 
however  he  may  pay  some  specious  and  partial  regard  to  the  law.      So  fla- 
grant a  rebel,  that  he  stands  particularly  excepted  in  tho  act  of  evangelical 
indemnity.      For  as  *'  he  that  believeth  on  the  6on  hath  everlasting  life ;  so 
Iio  that  beliovcth  not  is  condemned  already,  aud  tl\c  wrath  of  God  abideth  om. 
him/' John  iii,  18.3(1 
T/ter,    ^VhsLi  are  tho  Psalmist's  bcntimeuls  on  iVoa  wkXiyi^i^^     \>WATi«i\.Na 
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ivpresctii  the  matter  in  a  very  different  light  ?  ^^  Thou,  I^rd,  art  merciful ; 
fnr  thou  rewaidcst  every  man  according  to  his,"  not  another's  ^^  works," 
FM.  Ixii.  12. 

Awp,  Weighty  saying !  May  it  impress  otur  very  hearts !  God  is  mcr- 
dfal,  'and  therefore  rewardeth.  From  whence  it  appears,  that  what  wc  call 
i reward,  is  really  an  act  of  mercy  rather  than'of  justice.  *^  The  wages  of  sin 
ii  death ;  but  the  gift  "  (8a3rs  the  apostle,  altering  his  style,  and  making  a 
Bost  important  distinction,)  the  gift  "  of  God  is  eternal  life,"  Rom.  vi.  23. 
Hie  inspired  penman  subjoins,  not  ybr,  but  aecordinff  tOy  every  man's  works. 
Ilii  works  are  the  measure,  not  the  meritorious  cause.  To  merit,  is  the  solo 
pRrogative  of  the  Saviour.  To  him  it  is  owing,  that  our  imperfect  services 
are  hononred  with  any  acceptance ;  much  more  that  they  are  recompensed 
witli  any  reward. 

Tker,  Does  not  this  exposition  of  yours  clash  with  that  truly  generous 
acknowledgment  of  St.  Peter  ?  ^^  In  every  nation,  he  that  fearctli  God,  and 
votkeih  righteousness,  is  accepted  with  him,**  Acts  x.  35;  Here  it  is  unde- 
niably evident,  that  acceptance  with  our  Creator  is  founded  on  a  man's  own 
piety  and  personal  integrity. 

Afp.  Rightly  to  understand  this  text,  we  should  inquire  into  the  circum- 
itanoes  of  the  history.  The  apostle  had  been  strongly  and  most  unreason- 
ably prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  Jews ;  imagining  that  the  salvation  of  Christ, 
like  the  dispensation  of  Moses,  must  be  confined  to  his  countrymen.  But 
DOW,  having  considered  the  purport  of  his  late  heavenly  vision,  liaving  com- 
pared it  with  the  angelic  message  delivered  to  Cornelius,  and  being  made 
aoqiiainted  with  the  character  of  that  valuable  man,  ho  breaks  out  into  this 
traly  catholic  declaration  :  ^'  My  prejudices  are  vanished.  My  sentiments 
arc  enlai)^!.  From  the  instance  before  me,  it  is  demonstrably  certain,  that 
God  dot^s  not  appropriate  the  blessings  of  his  covenant  to  any  particular  per- 
son, family,  or  people.  '  But,  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  him,  and,' 
from  a  principle  of  religion  in  the  heart,  *  worketh  righteousness '  in  the  life, 
'is  accepted ;'  so  accepted,  as  to  be  an  object  of  the  divine  favour,  and  an 
inheritor  of  eternal  happiness." 

This,  I  think,  is  the  exact  meaning  of  the  place.  And  let  it  be  recol- 
lected, that  no  one  truly  fears,  or  can  possibly  please  God,  without  faith, 
Ih-b.  xi.  (i.  For  which  reason  it  is  necessary  to  suppose,  that  Cornelius, 
Uioogh  a  heathen  by  birth,  had  believed  through  grace.  Nay,  it  is  evident 
fomi  the  context,  that  he  had  heard  of  Jesus  Christ ;  had  some  acquaintance 
with  the  design  of  his  coming,  and  the  execution  of  his  office  * ;  enough  to 
i  be  tlie  ground  of  a  real,  though  perhaps  an  infantile  faith.  Tlie  business  of 
the  apostle  was,  to  lead  this  convert  into  the  clear  light  and  full  privileges  of 
the  gospel ;  to  ratify  aud  confirm  his  title  to  them,  by  the  sacred  seal  of  bap- 
tism ;  and  introduce  him,  as  the  first-fruits  of  the  Gentiles,  into  the  Cliristian 
church. 

So  that  nothing  can  be  concluded  from  this  passage,  but  that  the  glad 
ti^gs  of  Cliristianity  are  for  Jews,  for  Gentiles,  for  all  jwople  ;  that  faith, 

•  See  Acts  x.  .^6,  37.  Indeed  it  could  hardly  be  otherwise,  since  Cornelius  was  settled 
■i  CcMTcm,  the  residence  of  tbelord-lieutcuant,  and  stut  of  the  civil,  as  Jerusalem  was  of 
ihe  ecclbuastical  f^overnment.  Inn  place  of  kucIi  general  resort,  bO  very  rcmnrkable  an 
event  coalil  not  U'  unknown,  especially  as  Philip  the  evangelist  had  fixed  his  abode  in  that 
city.     Stc  Kc\»t  viii.  4(». 
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oven  when  weak,  is  prodnctivo  of  good  works ;  and  when  sincerely  improvodi 
will  certainly  be  increased — "  will  go  from  strength  to  strength."  i 

Tker,  Does  not  our  Saviour,  in  describing  the  process,  and  foretelling  thf 
issue  of  the  last  decisive  trial,  assign  a  kingdom  to  the  righteous  ?  asaigu  i^ 
in  this  precise  view,  as  a  proper  remuneration  of  their  own  good  wodoi^ 
saying,  in  the  most  express  terms,  '^  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inheril 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  :  For  I  ifit 
an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat ;  for,"  &c.  Matt.  xxv.  30. 

Aitp,  Be  pleased  to-  take  notice  of  the  expression.  They  are  bidden  to 
inherit ;  and  what  is  freer  than  an  inheritance  ?  Observe  also  the  veasoft 
alleged,  and  compare  it  with  the  rule  of  judicature  :  '^  He  that  bdieyeth/'' 
saith  the  supreme  Judge,  ''  shall  be  saved."  This  is  the  avowed,  the  invui- 
able  standard,  by  which  he  proceeds  in  administering  everlasting  judgmoiftb 
Accordingly,  he  confers  eternal  life  on  the  righteous,  as  persons  entitled  to* 
this  great  felicity,  on  the  foot  of  his  own  gracious  ap])ointmcnt. 

Far  denotes,  not  the  foundation,  but  the  evidence  of  their  right.  ^^  I  acquit 
snch  a  person,"  sayv  the  arbitrator  in  a  judicial  claim,  ^'  for  the  witnrim 
depose  that  the  debt  is  ])aid."  The  deposition,  which  answers  to  tbeM 
righteous  acts,  is  the  proof;  payment  of  the  debt,  which  correspondB  with 
Christ's  perfect  obedience,  is  the  cause  of  the  discharge.  '^  For  ye  have  giveii 
ye  have  abounded  in  all  instances  of  duty  to  me,  and  love  to  your  brethren ; 
and  thereby  have  manifested  yourselves  true  believers." 

It  may  be  further  observed,  that  our  Lord  says  not,  ye  have  done  it  to  yonr 
fellow-K^reatures,  but  to  "  these  my  brethren,"  Matth.  xxv.  40.  He  com- 
mends not  every  random  act  of  good-nature  or  generosity,  but  such  kinds  of 
beneficence  only  as  carry  the  Christian  stamp — were  exercised  to  a  disciple^ 
*'*'  in  the  name  of  a  disciple."  And  those  most  evidently  spring  from  futh; 
these  imdeniably  attest  its  sincerity. 

Thcr,  Are  not  these  distinctions  more  subtile  than  solid  ? 

Asp,  To  mo  they  appear  in  no  such  light.     If  you  think  otherwise,  let  ut 
appeal  to  those  excellent  persons  themselves.     The  turn,  the  very  remarkable 
turn  of  their  sentiments,  will  fully  decide  our  question.     Do  they  lay  any 
stress  upon  their  own  religious  duties  and  beneficent  deeds  ?     Far  from  rely- 
ing on  them,  farther  still  from  pleading  them,  they  bestow  not  a  sin^ 
thought  upon  them.      Having  fixed  their  hopes  on  the  Rock  of  Ages,  they 
forget  these  transient  bubbles*.  Nay,  they  wonder  that  their  exalted  Master 
should  condescend  to  make  any  honourable  mention  of  such  imperfect  services. 
O  that  we  may  l>e  enabled,  through  the  whole  course  of  our  lives,  to  follow  the 
example  of  their  piety  !  and,  when  we  stand  before  the  tremendous  tribunal, 
to  imitate  their  humility  and  wisdom  t     Their  humility,  in  renouncing  them- 
selves, and  disclaiming  all  desert  of  their  own :  their  vrisdom,  in  reposing 
their  whole  confidence  on  the  merits  and  righteousness  of  their  Redeemer. 

Th^T,  Our  Lord  makes  no  mention  of  this  doctrine  in  his  sermon  on  the 
mount.  TVhereas,  if  it  had  been  so  very  material,  he  would  at  least  have 
touched  upon  it  in  that  comprehensive  summary  of  true  religion. 

'  Babbles  they  are,  compared  with  the  all-glorious  obedience  of  Christ,  or  considered 

in  reference  to  the  grand  affair  of  justification  before  (iod.      But  as  bubbles,  or  waterj 

vesicles  inflated  with  air.  are  the  means  of  cxlubitiwv;  the  bvxiutiful  colonrs  of  the  rainbow, 

so  tliese  services f  though  ]>oor  and  defective,  bear  Ivttlvmoi^'^  Vo  V\ic^  «,iS»X«Vkfib  ^  ^Sbj^^^^ 

cious  grace^faith. 
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IAtp.  Our  Ix>rd  says  not  a  word  concerning  tho  sacriBec  of  his  death, 
other  is  there  a  syllable  relating  to  his  intercession  for  transgressors.  But 
P  these  articles  of  our  faith  to  be  deemed  fictitious  or  superfluous,  because 
ftej  are  not  expressly  inculcated  in  that  admirable  treatise  of  practical 
Sfimty? 

Howerer,  upon  a  more  attentive  examination,  perhaps,  we  shall  find  the 

yoint  most  strongly  implied,  though  not  distinctly  specified :  its  necessity 

^hnonstrated,  though  its  nature  be  not  explained.     The  illustrious  Teacher 

ipmed  bis  mouth,  and  with  a  peculiar  solemnity  said,  '*  Blessed  are  the  i>oor 

m  iptrity"  Matt.  v.  3.     But  who  are  they  ?     Not  the  persons  who  soothe 

themselves  with  the  flattering  conceit  of  the  Laodicean  church,  ^'  I  am  rich 

■I  ehedience,  and  increased  in  spiritual  goods,"  Rev.  iii.  17-      Those  rather, 

ikn^  see  their  indigence,  bewail  their  guilt,  and  hunger  and  thirst  after  the 

JDstifying  merit  of  a  Redeemer ;  who,  from  the  very  bottom  of  au  humbled 

kevty  confess,  *^  Lord,  I  am  no  more  able  to  conform  all  my  conduct  to  thy 

;  aort  holy  law,  than  I  am  capable  of  atoning  for  my  innumerable  sins. 

Okist  must  be  my  righteousness,  as  well  as  my  propitiation,  or  else  I  am 

neoovcnbly  undone." 

The  inimitable  preacher  farther  assures  his  hearers,  that,  ^^  unless  their  riglit- 

flnsDcss  exceed  the  righteousness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  they  shall  in  no 

wise  enter  into  tho  kingdom  of  heaven,"  Matth.  v.  20.     How  must  Christians 

'  fxcecd  the  Pharisees  ?     Not  only  in  being  sincere,  in  having  respect  unto  all 

God's  commandments ;  but  also  in  possessing  a  complete  righteousness,  such 

as  the  divine  holiness  can  with  complacency  accept,  and  in  which  the  divine 

jnstice  may  with  honour  acquiesce.     Nor  can  this  be  any  thing  less  than  tho 

perfect  obedience  of  tho  great  Mediator.      St.  Paul's  memorable  testimony, 

concerning  his  attainments  in  the  Pharisaical,  and  his  hopes  in  the  Christian 

litate,  afford  the  very  best  comment  upon  this  important  declaration  of  our 

Loid ;  Phil.  iii.  7,  8,  9. 

Ther,  The  Oracle  of  heaven,  you  know,  was  once  consulted  upon  that 
most  momentous  of  all  question^,  how  a  person  may  ascertain  his  title  to  life 
and  immortality  ?  and  what  is  tho  tenor  of  the  sacred  rescript  ?  We  are 
referred  to  the  ten  commandments ;  and,  in  tho  most  explicit  terms,  with  the 
most  peremptory  air,  told,  "  This  do,  and  thou  shalt  live,"  Matth.  xix.  17 ; 
Lake  x.  28. 

A9p,  Tliat  particular  person,  if  you  please,  was  referred  to  the  ten  com- 
mandments ;  not  we,  and  mankind  in  general.  Our  Lord,  in  the  preceding 
TCTses,  had  been  informing  his  disciples,  that  they  must  receive  the  kingdom 
*i  QftA^  or  the  grace  of  the  gospel,  and  the  blessings  it  proposes,  as  a  little 
Aild.     And  this  can  hardly  signify,  in  consequence  of  their  own  doings. 

Tker.  "  That  particular  person  referred  to !     Not  we,  and  mankind  in 
general ! "     I  do  not  understand  your  meaning,  Aspasio. 

Jjp.  You  will  observe,  then,  that  our  Lord's  reply  was  not  an  universal 
direction,  but  an  answer,  ad  homtnem^  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  young  gen- 
tleman s  application,  which,  however  it  may  bo  admired,  was  none  of  the 
wiASt.  Instead  of  asking,  "  How  shall  a  poor  guilty  mortal,  who  is  every 
day  offending,  obtain  forgiveness  from  the  righteous  God  ?"  instead  of  saying, 
••How  shall  I,  who  am  not  able  to  think  a  good  thought,  make  sure  my  title 
io  Mn  eternal  weight  of  glory  V  our  querist  demands,  ^^W\\at  goovV  W\\w^ 
abidl  I  do,  that  I  may  inherit  eternal  lifv  ?  "     The  reply   proccviAft  \\\)0T5l  \)l\c 
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inquirer's  own  principles:  ^*If  you  expect  salvation  upon  such  legal  tetm^ 
know  that  your  obedience  roust  be  nothing  less  than  a  perfect  oonfoimitjr  Ip 
the  divine  law.  Pt^rfurm  all  its  precepts  in  their  utmost  extent,  and  witfMHj 
unremitted  perseverance,  then" — But,  alas !  such  perfection  is  too  high  ^ 
fallen  creatures,  they  cannot  attain  unto  it.  Necessarily,  therefore,  must  tii|| 
drop  all  such  pretensions,  and  have  recourse  to  some  other  method  of  jiutifti 
cation. 

Ther,  Why  did  that ''  wonderful  Counsellor,"  if  such  was  the  puxport  d 
his  answer,  express  himself  so  obscurely  ?  Why  did  he  not  divert  his  piih 
mising  scholar  from  this  fruitless  attempt,  and  put  him  in  the  rights  ik 
practicable  way  of  obtaining  salvation  ? 

Aip,   This  he  did  with  the  finest  address,  and  in  tlio  most  skilful 
Had  our  Lord  affirmed,  '^  You  are  worldly,  you  are  covetous,  your  riches 
your  god  ;"  such  a  charge  would  in  all  probability  have  been  as  confidentlji 
denied  as  it  was  plainly  urged.     Tlierefore  he  brings  this  specious  hypociiti 
to  a  test*,  which  could  not  be  evaded,  and  which  was  sure  to  disoOTsr  tfas 
truth ;  a  test,  which  laid  open  the  palpable  and  enormous  defects  of  his  m 
much  boasted  obedience ;  which  made  it  appear  that,  instead  of  keeping  sB 
the  commandments,  this  vain  self-justiciary  had  not  obeyed  the  very  fiisi; 
but  amidst  all  his  towering  imaginations  of  himself,  had  been,  and  at  that  feij 
instant  was,  a  sordid  grovelling  idolater,  who  preferred  his  transitory  posses- 
sions  on  earth   to  an  everlasting  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  heayea. 
Could  any  expedient  l>e  more  suitable  to  the  case,  or  better  calculated  ii 
reduce  him,  intoxicated  as  he  was  with  pride,  to  a  sober  humble  mind ;  ts 
beat  him  off  from  his  false  foundation,  ^'  the  righteousness  which  is  of  the 
law,"  and  lead  him  to  a  reliance  on  the  promised,  the  expected,  the  present 
Messiah  ? 

It  puts  "me  in  mind  of  my  friend  Sagacio's  conduct,  which  seems  to  havi 
some  conformity  'with  our  Lord's  procedure,  and  may  possibly  tend  to  iUos- 
trate  its  propriety. — Visiting  one  of  his  unlearned  neighbours,  he  found  him 
in  company  with  a  certain  talkative  stranger,  who  was  haranguing  at  an 
extravagant  rate  on  the  wonders  of  astronomy.     Sagacio  soon  perceived,  that 
the  chief  furniture  of  this  extraordinary  adept  lay  in  a  little  acquaintance 
with  the  technical  terms,  and  somewhat  more  than  a  little  share  of  assnrance. 
How  should  he  bring  the  self-plumed  sciolist  to  a  little  modesty  of  sentiment, 
and  decorum  of  conversation  ?      He  took  leave  to  ask,  ^'  What  the  word 
a9inyiiomy  might  signify  ?"     The  orator  was  struck  dumb  in  a  moment.     Ha 
had  never  iufonned  himself,  it  seems,  that  astronomy  related  to  the  order  and 
regulation  of  the  stars.      This  single  question  taught  our  minute  philosopher 
more  effectually  than  twenty  lectures  on  the  subject.     It  taught  him  his  own 
ignorance,  and  that  he  had  the  very  rudiments  of  his  so  much  admired  science 
still  to  learn. 

Ther,  What  will  you  say  to  those  famous  passages  in  the  epistle  of  St. 
James,  "  By  works  a  man  is  justified,"  "  AVas  not  Abraham  our  father 
justified  by  works  ?"  James  ii.  21,  24.     Can  any  words  be  plainer  in  their 

•  Matth.  xix.  21.  **  If  thou  wilt  be  perfect,  sell  all  that  thouhant,  and  give  to  the  poor." 

This  direction  seems  to  be  much  of  the  same  nature  with  that  other  part  of  onr  Lord^ 

reply:  ^' If  thoa  wilt  enter  into  life,  kec\i  the  commandments.**  Both  were  penonaU botli 

QOCMoaal,    both   adapted   to   particular   circumEUncea.     TV^^  \bX\«i  \%  ^^  xaaiw  tfaa 

VW  evMogellcal  way  to   heaven,  than  the  {otmcT  V*  \uOiav*^M&»V|  «^^^^to^  ^*^^ 
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?  Or  oan  any  meaning  be  more  directly  opposite  to  the  whole 
of  your  argomentation  ? 
dap.  This  I  would  Bay,  Theron :  The  passages  you  quote,  when  detached 
the  oontext,  may  seem  inconsistent  with  the  declarations  of  another 
;  aa  a  limb,  when  wrenched  from  its  natural  situation,  appears  with 
■I  air  of  dispioportion.  Whereas,  reduce  the  dislocated  part,  and  it  will 
iccover  the  symmetry  of  its  shape,  it  will  harmonize  exactly  with  tlie 
Hmal  a^Tttcui.  Replace  likewise  these  assertions,  consider  them  in  con- 
KxioD  with  the  whole  paragraph,  and  they  will  be  found,  if  not  unisons, 
fct  p^ect  concords,  with  the  strain  of  St.  Paul's  teaching. 

What  is  the  point  which  St.  James  undertakes  to  illustrate  ?  To  distin- 
piah  a  genuine  from  an  insincere  faith  :  '^  If  a  man  say,  he  hatli  faith," 
Imwa  ii.  14  :  this  is  mentioned  as  the  boast  of  some  hypocritical  professor. 
8»  that  the  apostle  is  eyidently  dealing  with  a  pretender  to  the  precious 
pLf  and  therefore  replies,  ^^  Shew  me  thy  faith ;"  prove  the  reality  of  thy 
prove  it  to  me  and  to  the  church,  to  thy  fellow-creatures  and  fellow 
Qiiistiaiis.  If  unproductive  of  righteous  and  godly  works,  we  must  pro- 
manoe  it  spurious,  worthless,  dead. 

Having  detected  the  counterfeit,  he  proceeds  to  describe  the  sterling. 
The  grand  characteristic  of  which  is,  a  frame  of  mind,  and  a  course  of 
aeCioii,  corresponding  with  the  doctrine  believed.  By  this  touchstone,  the 
fidth  of  our  renowned  progenitor  was  tried,  and  being  tried,  was  ^^  found 
oito  piuse,  and  honour,  and  glory."  *'  Was  not  Abraham  our  father 
jntified  by  works?"  Justified!  How?  As  to  acceptance  with  the 
SBpreme  Judge  ?  No :  this  was  effected  long  before  the  patriarch  offered 
«p  Isaac.  But  when  he  exercised  that  heroic  act  of  self-denial,  resignation 
and  obedience,  then  his  justification  was  evidenced  to  all  his  contemporaries 
Aid  to  all  generations.  *'*'  His  fcuth  was  made  perfect,"  answered  its  proper 
end,  and  appeared  to  be  of  the  true,  the  triumphant,  the  scriptural  kind, 
it  overcame  the  world,  overcame  self,  and  regarded  God  as  all  in  all. 
Upon  the  whole,  St.  Paul  speaks  concerning  the  justification  of  our 
;  St.  James  concerning  the  justification  of  our  faith*.  St.  Paul 
the  manner  of  being  justified  before  the  all-seeing  God ;  St. 
Junes  points  out  the  proof  f  of  a  justified  state,  as  it  is  visible  to  men.  The 
foraier  proceeds  from  the  immaculate  righteousness  of  Christ,  placed  to  our 
aeeoant ;  the  latter  consists  in  the  fruits  of  righteousness  adorning  our  life. 
Rightly  understood,  therefore,  these  passages  are  not  in  the  lept  contradic- 
tofy  to  the  epistles  of  St.  Paul,  or  to  the  scope  of  my  argumentation ;  but  are 
I  seascMiable  caveat,  and  a  proper  preservative,  against  misunderstanding 
tlwse,  or  perverting  this. 
Tker»  I  wish  you  would  read  that  concise,  but  judicious  abridgement  of 

*  That  the  ezprpMion  used  by  St.  James  signifies  this  declarative  justification,  is  plain 
Iroin  1  Tim.  iii.  16,  where  the  apostle  speaking  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  says,  i^i»«i«^n, 
!    He  was  jostified  in  or  by  the  Spirit ;  declared  tn  be  the  true  Son  of  God ;  manifested  on 
earth,  and  recognised  from  heaven,  a»the  undoubted  Saviour  of  the  world. 

t  A  very  little  reflection,  I  should  imagine,  must  convince  every  unprejudiced  reader, 

that  St  James  cannot  possibly  be  stating  the  method  of  justification  before  the  infinitely 

ri^teonsGod  ;  because  he  never  so  much  as  mentions  the  death  of  Christ,  **  who  made 

his  toiil  an  offering  for  sin  ;  to  whom  give  all  the  prophets  witness,   that  whosoever 

beUevcth  in  him  tbaJJ  receive  remission  of  sins ;  and  besides  whom,  there  is  no  other 

MMMiegfrea  aader heaven  whereby  we  can  he  saved."     Could  an   apoaUe  &o  Qy>%o\>iU\^ 

^or^get  biM  Lord;  mnd  in  a  case  where  every  other  inspired  writer  ackuvNskA^eftVAm^wvs 

•ciuu>wM4ges  Um  to  be  all  ih  all  I 
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truo  religion,  comprised  in  the  fifteenth  Psalm.  Tho  aoorcd  penman,  fin 
his  own,  and  for  the  information  of  all  mankind,  asks,  ^^  Lord,  who  dull 
dwell  in  thy  tabernacle,  or  who  sliall  rest  upon  thy  hdy  bill  ?"  To  iUi 
most  inten'sting  inquiry  the  following  verses  are  a  full  and  8ati8factoi)( 
answer;  the  whole  of  which  turns  upon  the  discharge  of  moral  diitnii 
^^  walking  uprightly,  and  working  righteousness ;"  without  a  syllablo,  or  a 
single  hint,  concerning  the  very  superior  excellence  of  faith,  or  the  extroM 
necessity  of  a  vicarious  obedience. 

Aip.  I  have  often  read,  and  I  well  remember,  that  beautiful,  and  inalni^ 
tive  Psalm.  And  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  onoe  for  all,  with  relation  to  lUik 
passages  of  the  Ohl  Testament,  that  they  suppose  the  persons  whom  thej 
descrii>e  to  be  convinced  of  their  natural  corruption,  to  be  humbled  nndor 
a  sense  of  their  actual  guilt,  and  to  live  in  a  conscientious  observanoe  of 
the  expiatory  sacrifices ;  all  which  had  an  invariable  reference  to  Chmk^ 
and  derived  their  whole  virtue  from  his  mediation. 

Would  any  of  the  Jewish  saints,  think  yon,  have  dared  to  advance  a 
plea  for  etcnial  blessedness,  u])on  the  foot  of  their  own  conformity  to  waA 
moral  directions ;  neglecting  at  the  same  time  tho  sacrifices  of  the  tluM 
great  festivals,  or  a  believing  improvement  of  the  daily  oblation  ?     By  no 
means.     Tliey   were,  and  they  would  acknowledge  themselves,  deplorably 
defective ;  they  would  plead  the  promise  of  free  grace,  and  fly  to  the  blood 
which  God  himself  had  a])iK)inted  to  make  an  atonement  for  their  soob; 
By  such  sentiments,  and  such  a  conduct,  they  reduced  to  practice  the  very 
essence  of  our  doctrine ;  disavowing  their  own  deeds,  however  virtaons  or 
religious,  and  trusting  in  the  strength  of  Israel,  ^'  the  Lord  our  rigbteooi- 
ncKs,"  who  alone  fulfilled  all  tlio  ])rtH!epts  contained  in  this  excellent  formi. 
lary  of  duty ;  who  was  also  the  substance  of  every  purifying  and  of  eveqr 
propitiatory  rite.  • 

Ther.  I  fas  not  the  sacred  writer  expressly  said,  at  the  close  of  the  Psahn, 
*'  Whoso  doth  these  things,  shall  never  fall  ?  *' 

Asp.  He  has ;  and  this,  1  apprehend,  is  his  meaning :  *"*•  Persons  of  such  a 
temper,  and  such  a  practice,  bear  the  marks  of  God's  children,  and  are  meet 
for  his  glory.  Accordingly,  they  shall  never  fall  either  into  total  apostaej 
here,  or  final  condenniation  liereafter.  llie y  are  now  heirs,  and  in  due  time 
shall  be  possi^ssors,  of  his  eternal  kingdoiit." 

But  you  will  take  notice,  that  all  these  duties  and  quaUficationa  only 
characterise,  not  constitute,  the  inheritor  of  heaven.  You  will  likewiee 
advert  to  another  very  remarkable  circumstance  in  the  description :  *^  He 
setteth  not  by  himself,  but  is  lowly  in  his  own  eyes*;"  or,  as  the  more 
expressive  original  speaks,  he  is  despicable  and  vile  in  his  own  sight :  so  ikr 
from  aspiring  to  self-justification,  that  he  even  condemns  and  abhors  himeelf^ 
and  falls  down,  as  a  most  unworthy  wretch,  at  the  foot  of  infinitely  free 
grace. 

Ther,  I  cannot  but  think  it  is  the  current  doc*trinc  of  Scripture,  and  I 
am  sure  it  is  one  of  the  first  principles  which  the  light  of  nature  teaches,-^" 
That  the  JMost  High  God  must  nec^essarily  love  righteousness,  and  take 
pleasure  in  the  righteous. 

•P«al.  XV.  4.  DMDDV  DI^Hir^n.     I  cannot  say  that  I  admire  the  Bible  transUtioB  of 
^is  clause :  **  In  whose  eyes  the  vile  person  is  coTitcmvtV\A«r    'MitlViv&kft,  it  does  not 
"^rof  the  tender  and  benign  spirit  of  our  reW^on,  ^\i\c\i  \«Bj^taA^Qa  \a  \»;«kKiivc  ^ 
•  despise  no  one's  person,  but  only  to  lAeteat  llic  VvcYeCiut**  ol  \>[i«^^«du 
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Afp,  If  the  light  of  nature  was  to  publish  a  ^s])e1,  I  believe  it  would  be 
fornKHl  upon  your  plan :  it  would  bestow  favour  only  on  tlic  innocent,  the 
Tirtuous,  and  the  holy.  But  the  gospel  of  Christ  runs  in  a  very  different 
strain  :  this  brings  pardon  for  the  condemned,  and  blessings  for  the  accursed : 
thifl  is-  health  to  the  sick,  and  recovery  to  the  mined.  ''  Tlie  Lord  hath 
anointed  me,"  saith  its  divine  Author,  'Ho  preach  good  tidings  to  the 
meek  */'  who  are  humbled  under  a  sense  of  their  sinfulness.  "  He  hath 
sent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,*^  who  are  wounded  with  a  conviction 
of  their  undone  state  ; — '^  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,'"*  the  wretched 

Icmptives  of  Satan ;  "  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound,** 
f«mid  in  the  chains  of  ignorance,  impotence,  and  misery. 
As  I  am  mysi*lf  a  most  unworthy  sinner,  you  mu^t  not  be  displeased  if  I 
espouse  the  cause  of  those  unhappy  creatures.  Yet  though  a  friend  of 
sinners,  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  righteous.  I  entirely  agree  with  my  Theron 
in  allowing,  that  the  Most  High  God  necessarily  lovers  righteousness.  Only 
I  want  to  be  informed  where  this  admimble  and  lovely  quality  is  to  be 
Ibnnd  ?  Not  among  the  Gentiles :  they  have  swer^-ed  from  the  dictat(»8  of 
Bitaral  conscience.  Not  among  the  Jews :  they  have  broken  the  holy  com- 
■andment  delivered  on  Mount  Sinai.  Not  among  Christians  :  for,  if  God 
Aonld  enter  into  judgment  with  us,  we  could  not  answer  him  one  of  a 
thousand.  In  the  kingdom  of  Ethiopia,  or  in  the  country  of  the  Moors, 
where  will  vou  find  the  native  whites  ? 

The  Son  of  God  found  none  among  the  race  of  Adam  that  w(»re  entitled 
to  the  character  of  righti^ous.  He  who  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all,  makes 
BO  ajiplication  to  such  persons  "t.  AVhy  ?  Because  he  sullenly  iliseatenni'd 
ptTsonal  goodness,  or  was  unable  to  distinguish  the  excellency  of  inherent  vir- 
tie?  No ;  hut  because  he  knew,  that,  amiable  as  these  qnalificati(»us  are,  they 
hive  no  existence  in  the  human  heart,  till  the  sinner,  reconciled  by  his  death, 
be  sanctified  also  by  his  Spirit. 

You  reineinWr,  perhaps,  that  remarkable  answer  which  the  S[)artans 
mec  returned  to  a  threateniufr  embassv  from  some  of  the  neijrlibourinfj  states  ? 
.VoChing  could  be  more  concise  ;  and  I  think  nothing  was  ever  more  spirited 
ind  si^niificant. 
Tktr,  Tliose  neighbours  gave  them  to  understand  by  their  amb«iss.idors, 
.  "  Tliat  if  they  entered  their  territories,  they  would  bum  their  towns,  make 
-^  f  tbe  inhabitants  prisoners,  and  sjiread  destruction  wherever  they  a<lvanced." 
'-^  I  To  which  insolent  menace,  the  bnivo  Lacedemonians  made  no  other  reply  than 
^' /  — Ij^     Is  this  the  story  to  which  you  refer? 

"  I       -^V*  ^^^  very  same.     And  when  you  are  speaking  of  human  righteous- 
^  I    was,  as  the  cause  of  our  acceptance  with  the  eternal  God,  I  would  borrow 
the  language  of  a  Spartan.     //",  shall  be  my  reply. — I/^  seclnsive  of  the 
clietlience,  and  independent  on  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  you  can  furnish  yourself 
with  this  endowment ;  or  1/  you  can  carry  your  righteousness  to  that  per- 
t  I    fection^   which  may  equal  the  purity  of  the  law,  and  comport  with  the 

•  Isa.  Ixi.  1.  Upon  this  passage  of  Isaiah,  I  would  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
voni  meek  seems  not  to  answer  or  convey  the  prophet's  idea.  The  original  CD1*2)?  8ig"i*i«?s» 
■  tldi  place,  the  ajfflicted  ;  not  so  mnch  those  who  are  beautified  with  meekness,  aa  thoso 
vk»  ire  oppressed  with  misery,  spiritual  misery  especially  ;  not  excepting  even  thota 
vliA  are  frlaves  to  their  own  unruly  passions. 

t  Matth.  ix.  13.     **  I  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  to  repentance," 
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majesty  of  the  lawgiver ;  then  trust  in  it — let  it  l)e  the  groxind  of  jroMlj 
confidence,  and  geek  no  better  foundation.  il 

But  whosoever  shall  in  this  manner  seek  for  his  recommendation  to  fliaf^ 
favour  of  God,  will  act  like  the  mistaken  countryman  in  Horace,  who,  hci^ri 
unable  to  ford  the  river,  took  up  a  resolution  to  wait  till  the  stream  wm  aW| 

run  by :  ^ 

"Atille 

Labitar,  ct  labetur  in  omne  volubilis  sevum  *.** 

•  • 

Ther.  Here,  I  fancy,  we  must  take  leave  of  your  conntryman.     If 
adheres  to  his  resolution,  we  shall  find  him  in  the  very  same  situation 
breakfast  is  over  ;  and  may  resume  our  subject,  just  where  it  is  discontim 
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Ther,  To  me,  who  have  spent  the  greatest  part  of  the  winter  in  tow% '' 
these  scen(»s  of  the  country  are  inexpressibly  pleasing.     Take  who  will  thv> 
gilded  saloon,  and  the  silken  st^ttee,  so  long  as  I  can  shelttT  myself  undv^ 
the  canopy  of  such  a  spreading  beech,  and  use  one  of  its  coarse  muwhappcMT^ 
roots  for  my  seat.  4 

It  is  true  we  see  no  longer  those  splendid  brocades,  and  elegant  toapeM|;f 
which  distincniish  the  Park  and  the  Mall :  but  we  have  full  in  our  view  wf' 
multitude  of  honest  rustics,  pursuing  their  cheerful  labours  in  yonder  meadow|^ 
some  mowing  the  luxuriant  herbage ;  some  raising  it  into  regular  ooekfi^ 
others  loading  their  waggons  with  the  hay,  or  clearing  the  ground  wifl|^- 
their  rakes.     The  ground,  cleared  of  its  soft  encumbrance,  appears  fresh  a^l 
green,  like   another   spring;  while  the   exhalations   of  the   tedded  grai^^' 
floating  in  the  air,  give  a  rural  perfume  to  the  gale.     And  which,  mf^ 
Aspasio,  which  are  the  most  valuable  objects : — the  little  labourers  of  thil 
hive,  that  enrich  themselves,  and  regale  their  masters  ;  or  the  gay  flutteren 
of  the  garden,  whose  whole  life  is  nothing  but  s])ort,  and  their  higheat 
racter  is,  to  bo  insignificantly  pretty  ? 

Asp,  In  this  retirement  we  hear  none  of  the  wanton  and  comipting  ai 
of  the  opera ;  no,  nor  the  majestic  and  ennobling  melody  of  the  oratorio  t«.>> 
Bvit  we  have  a  band  of  music  stationed  in  the  grove,  and  a  concert  of  natiirv  - 
harmony  warbling  from  the  boughs.  We  are  entertained  with  the  imulf  > 
which  charmed  the  human  ear  long  before  Jubal  found  out  his  instramenti^  V 
Gen.  iv.  21,  and  thousands  of  years  before  Handel  composed  his  notea'*^ 
The  bulfinch,  and  a  multitude  of  little  tuneful  throats,  strike  the  key.  Hm  ^ 
thrush  below,  and  the  sky-lark  responsive  from  above,  diversify  and  exalt 
the  strain.  The  blackbird,  somewhat  like  the  solemn  organ,  with  notei| 
perfectly  mellow  and  gracefully  sonorous,   crowns   the  choir;  while  the 

*  Vain  man,  desist ;  such  flattering  hopes  forego  : 
It  flows,  and  flows,  and  will  for  ever  flow. 

t  **  Majestic  and  ennobling.** — This  I  think,  is  the  true  character,  and  ezpranet  the 

real  tendency,  of  the  oratorio.     Nevertheless,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  if 

we  carry  a  trifling  or  irreligious  spirit  to  the  entertainment ;  if  we  attend  to  the  mnakit 

Mrs,  but  diBregard  those  sacred  truths  which  enter  into  the  composition  ;  such  a  behaviow 

will  be  little  better  than  a  profanation  of  ho\y  t^inf^b.    \  ^«m  \\.  V\\\Vm  %  ^i^edesoS 

taking  God's  adorable  and  glorious  itfP^  in  vain. 
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's  melmiiGLoIy  voice,  and  the  murmuring  water's  plaintive  tone,  deepen 

enmplete  the  universal  symphony. 

TIda  is  the  music  which  constituted  the  first  song  of  thanksgiving,  and 

the  first  vocal  praise,  that  the  all-gracious  Creator  received  from  his 

r-aude  world.     This  is  neither  the  parent  of  effeminacy,  nor  a  pander  for 

but  refines  the  affections,  even  while  it  amuses  the  imagination. 

TkBT.  All  the  entertainments  of  nature  are  calculated  to  secure  our  iimo- 

as  ¥rcll  as  to  gratify  our  fancy.     And  what  is  another  very  agreeable 

those  gratifications  which  afford  the  sublimest  pleasure  are 

gratis,  while  those  which  enervate  the  mind  and  debauch   the 

must  be  dearly  purchased.     Every  one  cannot  gain  admittance 

the  boxes  or  the  pit,  when  some  celebrated  tragedy  is  brought  upon  the 

;  but  every  one  may  behold  the  beauteous  exhibitions  of  spring,  and 

Ifce  finished  productions  of  autumn.     All  may  contemplate  the  machinery 

flf  Biinre,  and  the  wonders  of  creation  ;  thereby  enjoying  a  far  more  exquisite 

muement,  without  any  of  the  guilt  or  any  of  the  danger. 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  yonder  viUages  have  never  beheld  the  splendid  pro- 

which  solemnizes  the  coronation  of  a  monarch,  nor  the  gaudy  illumi- 

which  distinguish  the  anniversary  of  his  birth.     But  they  see,  almost 

morning,  a  much  nobler  spectacle  displayed  in  the  east.     They  see  the 

;:  fpaX  mler  of  the  day,  or  rather  the  envoy  from  day's  eternal  Sovereign, 

his  entry  amidst  the  spaces  of  the  sky.     The  heavens  are  strewed 

wA.  ookNua,  which  outvie  the  pinks  and  carnations.     The  grass  is  decked 

vidi  dew-d£ops,  and  every  plant  is  strung,  as  it  were,  with  pearls.     All 

the  darkness  retires,  and  sweet  refreshing  gales  arise.     At  length 

tti  magnificent  luminary  appears.     And  what  is  all  the  ostentatious  pomp 

tf  Vaags,  idiat  is  all  the  glitter  of  the  most  brilliant  court,  compared  with 

Vi  tnittoendcnt  lustre  ?     This  spectacle  we  may  behold  without  loss  of 

fine  or  prejudice  te  healtli.     Nay,  we  cannot  behold  it  without  improving 

mt  and  redeeming  the  other.     So  beneficial  are  even  the  pleasures  which 

itee  yields ;  so  serviceable  the  very  diversions  to  which  she  invites  l 

Atp,  Thus  gracious  is  the  Almighty  Maker  in  the  constitution  of  material 
Ua^  The  substantial  and  the  valuable  are  open  to  every  one,  are  accessi- 
Ib  1^  all.  Only  the  tinsel  and  the  trappings  are  the  property  of  a  few,  the 
foor  prerogative  of  wealth. 

No  leas  gracious  is  God  in  the  disposal  of  spiritual  favours.  These  are 
iafinitely  more  excellent,  and  yet  are  equally  free.  We  are  invited  te  buy 
than  ^without  money  and  without  price,"  Isa.  Iv.  J.  AVhat  do  you  give 
hi  tiie  benefits  of  the  rising  sun,  or  the  delights  of  this  rural  melody  ?  The 
osc  is  much  Uie  same  with  regard  to  the  righteousness  by  whicli  we  arc 
jmtificd,  and  all  the  blessings  of  salvation. 

Ther,  Tlus  brings  to  our  remembrance  the  couutryman  whom  we  left  on 
'   the  hanks  of  the  river.     And  for  aught  I  can  see,  Theron  and  the  rustic  are 
pntty  much  upon  a  footing ;  the  first  as  far  from  acceding  to  your  notion!^, 
as  tlio  last  is  from  gaining  his  point. 

A*p,  Have  you  any  objection,  Theron,  to  these  gifts  of  nature,  beeauso 

Aey  are  neither  purchased  by  your  money  nor  produced  by  your  own  toil  ? 

I        TktT,  But  who  can  ever  expect  to  obtain  pardon,  and  aecoptauce,  and 

I    etenial  salvation,  at  so  cheap  a  rate  ?  It  seems  to  be  all  delusion,  At*paeio. 

^  ,   J^.  80  cheap !  Tlteo  you  would  pay  somewhat,  I  perceive,  by  xs'^y  ViC 
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price.  But  give  me  leave  to  asic,  "NVliat  price  did  you  pay  to  God  ys^ 
maker,  for  fashioning  you  in  your  motlici^s  womb  ?  what  price  have  jm 
paid  to  God  your  preserver,  for  upholding  you  ever  since  yon  was  boo^ 
or  what  price  do  you  think  of  paying  to  God  the  supreme  proprietor,  Al 
the  ground  on  which  you  tread,  for  the  air  in  which  you  breatlie,  for  Ai 
light  by  which  you  see  ?  Just  the  same  price  must  you  advance  to  God  yo^j 
Saviour,  for  all  his  justifying  merits. 

Both  these  and  those  proceed  from  the  same  Benefactor.  They  an  i| 
absolutely  necessary,  cither  for  the  welfare  of  the  body  or  the  happinMB  ^ 
the  soul.  And  they  are  all  vouchsafed  on  the  same  free  terms.  Forik|| 
saith  the  prophet :  ^'  His  going  forth,"  in  the  dispensation  of  the  gospdy  *^|| 
prepared  as  the  morning."  Christ,  witli  all  his  precious  privileges^  ^  shall 
come  unto  us  as  the  rain,  as  the  latter  and  former  rain  unto  the  earth,"  Us^ 
vi.  3.  However,  if  you  are  acquainted  with  a  different  or  a  better  way,  h| 
so  good  as  to  communicate  your  knowledge. 

Ther,  Some,  you  may  observe,  depend  upon  their  inoffensive  behaviovn 
Tliey  live  peaceably ;  they  do  no  harm  to  their  neighbours ;  they  are  gniUy 
of  no  gross  offence  against  God.  And  why  should  tliey  not  hope  to  obtei| 
his  favour  ?  They  apprehend  the  prophet  Samuel  establishes  their  hopii 
when  he  makes  this  solemn  appeal :  *"'  Whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  whose  <m 
have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  V  1  Sam.  xii.  3.  Nay,  tbsg 
imagine  that  our  Lord  himself  has  authorized  their  expectation,  by  gr?nM 
this  character  of  Nathaniel :  ^'  An  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  is  no  gnils^ 
John  i.  47*  A  freedom  from  outward  injustice  and  inward  hypocrisy,  is  i|| 
the  qualification,  applauded  in  the  one  case,  avowed  in  the  other. 

Asp,  This  negative  goodness  (if  it  deserves  to  be  called  goodness)  wm| 
plea  for  the  empty  Pharisee.  But  none,  I  presume,  would  choose  to  h 
associated  with  such  a  companion,  either  in  character  here,  or  in  conditki 
hereafter. 

Samuel,  in  the  place  you  mention,  is  vindicating  himself  only  to  his  fellow^ 
creatures,  and  only  in  the  capacity  of  a  magistrate.  He  speaks  not  of  liii 
justification  before  the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead.  This  he  well  knew  mnsl 
be  derived  from  another  source,  and  must  rest  upon  a  firmer  bottom. 

The  ^'  Israelite  without  guile,"  was  a  person  who  not  only  abstained  frosi 
every  sin,  put  performed  every  duty;  and  without  any  wilful  neglect  of  th^ 
one,  or  any  allowed  indulgence  of  the  other.  This  instance,  therefore,  wB 
by  no  means  prove  the  sufficiency  of  your  negative  righteousness,  whioh 
seems  to  have  just  the  same  degree  of  excellency  as  a  fountain  that  new 
issues  in  water,  or  as  a  cloud  that  never  descends  in  rain. 

Ther,  In  this  particular,  Aspasio,  your  sentiments  are  mine.  But  I  would 
add  morality  to  civility ;  the  virtuous  to  the  inoffensive  conversation.  And 
if  we  not  only  cease  to  do  evil,  but  learn  to  do  well ;  if  we  use  temperaocs^ 
exercise  charity,  and  keep  all  the  conmiandments  to  the  best  of  onr  powei^ 
is  not  this  a  sufficient  foundation  for  our  hope  ? 

Asp,  Yes,  Theron ;  ifj  as  you  add  morality  to  your  civility,  you  add  per- 
fection to  both.  Otherwise  you  must  be  ranked,  not  among  the  chumants, 
but  among  the  delinquents.  You  have  no  title  to  a  reward,  but  stand  in 
need  of  pardon. 

It  is  a  principle  of  justice,  founded  on  the  unalterable  constitution  of 
things,  that  the  debtor  be  acquitted  wYienYie  Vv^  ^«a<\  ^^  ^<^.   '^^s^»5SQs^ 
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jMMing  him,  inatcad  of  gold,  to  bring  iron;  indicad  of  talents  to  return  pence ; 
'  i    iBBtemd  of  defraying,  to  increase  the  score  daily;  can  he  then  reasonably  ex- 
J    pect  or  legally  clidm  a  discharge  ? 

/  With  respect  to  such  an  obedience,  we  may  pass  our  verdict  in  the  figu- 
I  imtave,  but  very  expressive  language  of  Isaiah :  '^  The  bed  is  shorter  than 
I  that  a  man  can  stretch  himself  on  it;  and  the  covering  narrower  than  that 
he  can  wrap  himself  in  it,"  Isa.  xxviii.  20.  It  can  neither  give  rest  to  the* 
I  alftimed  conscience,  nor  afford  protection  to  the  guilty  soul.  If  we  have 
m  iw4hmg  better  to  plead,  wo  shall  not  be  able  to  lift  up  our  heads  in  the  last 
r  deonve  judgment ;  but  ^'  must  enter  into  the  rock,  and  hide  oursc^l ves  in 
I  die  dost,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majesty,"  Isa.  ii.  10. 
Tker.  We  will  go  a  step  fturther,  and  take  in  the  exercise  of  devotion. 
We  will  read  God's  word,  pray  to  his  divine  Majesty,  and  regularly  attend 
OB  Us  public  worship.  Here  now  are  social  accomplishments  and  moral 
Tirtiiea,  completed  by  the  performance  of  religious  duties. 

ilip.  Completed !  I  fear  that  expression  will  scarcely  abide  the  test  of  a 
m^  qneiy.  Have  you  then  performed  all  your  duties,  with  that  ardent 
bre  of  Ood,  and  undivided  view  to  his  glory ;  with  that  adoring  gratitude 
to  tte  bieased  Jesus,  and  that  child-like  dependence  on  his  Spirit,  which  the 
■liaie  of  things  requires,  and  the  Scriptures  of  truth  enjoin  ?  If  not,  your 
doties^  be  they  moral  or  religious,  or  both,  are  far  from  being  complete; 
■sy,  they  are  utterly  defective,  and  for  that  reason  absolutely  insufficient  for 
joar  justification.  They  are  clipped  or  sophisticated  coin  ;  and  will  that  be 
cuient  in  the  world  of  glory  ? 

TAer,  Allowing  them  to  be  defective,  they  are  at  least  sincere.  And 
though  not  free  from  all  alloy,  yet,  if  they  bear  the  image  and  superscrip- 
tion of  integrity,  why  should  they  bo  rejected  as  "  reprobate  silver  V*  Jer.  vi. 
90.;  why  should  they  not  obtain  the  currency  you  mention  ? 

A^.  **  Alas !"  says  a  judicious  and  admired  writer,  "  the  imperfections  of 
osr  best  services  daily  forfeit  the  blessings  of  time.     How  impossible  then  is 
it,  that  the  sincerity  of  them,  amidst  so  many  frailties  and  defects,  should 
xi^     pudiasc  the  glories  of  eternity !" 

Tker»  Be  your  writer  ever  so  judicious,  I  can  confront  him  with  others, 

r  To     eqiudly  capable  of  judging,  and  diametrically  opposite  in  opinion.     AVhat 

th'     nyB  that  wise  and  brave  man,  the  successor  of  Moses,  and  generalissimo  oi 

^^     die  armies  of  Israel  ?  Joshua,  I  am  sure,  declares  himself  on  my  side :  ''  Feai 

ii'-'i     the  Lord,  and  serve  him  in  sincerity,"  is  his  last  solenm  charge  to  the  people, 

'^''-^ '    Joth.  xxiv.  14.     Even  the  great  apostle,  on  a  review  of  his  ministry,  niakea 

it  matter  of  self-gratulation,  that  he  ^^  had  his  conversation  in  godly  sin- 

- :      cerity,-  S  Cor.  i.  12. 

^^^  Atp.  You  have  quoted  the  charge  delivered  by  the  servant;  be  pleased 

1(0  recollect  the  protestation  made  by  the  master :  ^^  Not  for  thy  righteousness," 
tays  Moses,  ^  or  for  the  uprightness  of  thy  heart,  dost  thou  go  to  j)osses> 
their  land,"  Deut.  ix.  5.     Even  an  earthly  Canaan  was  not  given  to  the 
'^'        Imelitcs  as  the  reward  of  their  own,  cither  outward  obedience  or  in  wan! 
•-"^        nncerity.     Much  less  can  we  expect  the  kingdom  of  immortality  on  account 
^  '     of  any  uprightness  of  our  intentions,  or  piety  of  our  actions. 

However,  as  the  doctrine  of  sincerity  is  the  favourite  and  the  fashionable 
'-'f        tenet,  I  wiU  conform  a  little  to  the  taste  in  vogue.    You  shall  have  no  reason 
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to  complain,  tliat  I  am  oitlior  a  C3rnic  or  a  etoic*.  Lot  it  sufTicc  us  to  h 
sincere ;  only  let  us  refer  ourselyes  to  the  apostle  for  a  description  of  tU 
darling  qualification :  ''  Tliat  ye  may  be  sincere,  being  filled  with  the  fniiti  « 
righteousness,  which  are  bv  cTesus  Christ,  unto  the  praise  and  glory  of  God,' 
Phil.  i.  10,  11. 

Here  are  three  properties  of  acceptable  sincerity, — It  must  bear  fimiii 
^^  the  firuits  of  righteousness ;"  and  bear  them  abundantly,  so  that  we  wq 
be  filled  with  them.  Tlie  branch  and  the  fruits  must  derive, — tliat  its  ▼igM 
these  their  flavour,  and  both  of  them  their  very  being,  from  the  all-«qi 
porting,  all-supplying  root  Christ  Jesus.  Then,  instead  of  terminating  in  hB 
justification,  they  must  redound  to  the  honour  of  God.  It  is  not  said,  thos 
shall  justify  you,  but  "these  shall  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaTen.* 

This  kind  of  sincerity  can  never  be  too  highly  esteemed,  nor  too  aealondi 
encouraged.  But  this,  you  will  observe,  flows  from  the  grace  of  Christ,  ad 
issues  in  the  glory  of  God  ;  therefore  does  but  very  pooriy  attest,  either  tti 
sufliciencyof  human  ability  to  perform  good  works,  or  the  sufficiency  d 
human  works  to  win  the  prize  of  our  high  calling. 

Ther,  Do  you  then  exclude  all  works  ?  Will  you  make  a  mere  nothiM 
both  of  our  moral  endowments  and  of  your  evangelical  obedience  ? 

Aip.  They  are  excluded,  both  the  one  and  the  other,  ftt>m  all  ahara  in 
justifying  us ;  yet  not  by  me,  but  by  an  authority  to  which  there  can  be  ai 
objection,  and  from  which  there  lies  no  appeal.     Speaking  of  salvation,  thn 

saith  the  wisdom  of  God,  "  Not  of  works ** 

Ther.  Works  of  the  ceremonial  law,  I  suppose.  These,  we  all  acknow- 
ledge, are,  under  the  Christian  dispensation,  as  a  bond  cancelled  or  an  ad 
repealed.  But  sure  you  will  allow  a  better  oflice,  and  a  nobler  diaracter,  fa 
that  course  of  obedience  which  is  regulated  by  the  commands  of  Christ. 

Asp.  St.  Paul  will  allow  it  no  such  office  as  that  for  which  my  Thenm  \^ 
pleading.     "  Ye  are  saved,"  says  the  apostle.     Ye  are  delivered  from  wiatlL 
reconciled  to  God,  and  made  heirs  of  his  kingdom.     How  ?   ^*  By  gnwiu 
through  faith,"  Eph.  ii.  8.     Grace,  like  a  magnificent  sovereign,  from  thi 
riches  of  his  own  bounty,  and  without  any  respect  to  human  worthiness,  confai 
the  glorious  gift.     Faith,  like  an  indigent  petitioner,  with  an  empty  h^iij^ 
and  without  any  pretence  to  personal  desert,  receives  the  heavenly  blemWi 
Both  grace  and  faith  stand  in  direct  opposition  to  works,  all  works  wha^ 
ever — whether  they  be  works  of  the  law,  or  works  of  the  gospel ;  exerciiai 
of  the  heart,  or  actions  of  the  life  ;  done  in  a  state  of  nature,  or  done  mAit 
the  influences  of  grace ;  they  are,  all  and  every  of  them,  equally  set  aside  ia 
this  great  affiur. 

That  the  bill  of  exclusion  is  thus  extensive,  or  rather  quite  unlimited| 
appears  from  the  reason  assigned :  ^'  Lest  any  man  should  boast,"  Eph.  ii.  9; 
that  all  pretence  of  glorying  may  be  cut  off  from  fallen  creatures;  that  the 
whole  honour  of  obtaining  salvation  may  be  appropriated  to  him,  *^  who  hid 
not  his  face  from  shame  and  spitting." — And  is  he  not  wortliy,  unspeakably 
and  infinitely  worthy,  to  receive  this  unrivalled  honour,  as  a  recompcnoe  te 
his  unparalleled  humiliation  ? 

Ther.  All  our  good  works,  we  allow,  are  recommended  by  Christ.  They 
prevail  for  our  justification  only  through  his  merits.  So  that  we  stiU 
depend  upon  the  Redeemer;  and,  by  this  means,  pay  him  the  highest  honoor* 

*  TTie  cjnic  had  no  complaiftance ;  tVie  »lo\c  ^^  ^\xa  \\\^«iSt^A. 
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Arp.  Depend  upon  Uie  Redoetncr !  No,  my  dear  frien<l ;  you  rely  upon 
your  own  pioud  acts  and  moral  qualifications.  They,  they  are  your  gnmd 
reoonunendation.  The  office  consigned  over  to  the  divine  Jesus,  is  nothing 
more  tlian  to  be  as  it  were  master  of  the  ceremonies.  He  may  have  tlie 
credit  of  introducing  your  fine  accomplishments  with  a  kind  of  graceful  air. 
Bat  18  this  an  office  suited  to  his  incomparable  dignity  ?  Was  it  for  this 
that  he  bowed  tlie  heavens  and  partook  of  our  nature  ?  Was  it  for  this 
that  he  became  subject  to  the  law,  and  obedient  unto  death  ?  Only  for 
this,  that  be  might  usher  in  our  own  endowments  with  a  plume  and  a 
flcaif  ?  Surely,  Theron,  yon  can  never  entertain  such  low  thoughts  of  the 
incarnate  God,  and  of  Christ's  mediatorial  undertaking. 

Ther.  Neither^^n  I  entertain  such  low  and  vilifying  thoughts  of  our 
own  yirtnous  attainments.  They  distinguish  persons  of  eminence  and 
worth  from  the  sordid  wretch  and  execrable  villain,  just  as  the  noble  faculty 
of  leaaon  ^stinguishes  the  man  from  the  brute. 

AMp,  To  deny  good  works  the  merit  of  justifying  us,  is  very  diffi;rent 
from  vilifying  them.— You  are  going  to  build  a  new  house,  Theron  :  Pray, 
do  yon  intend  to  hew  your  timber  firom  the  flimsy  tendrils  of  the  vino  ? 
Tker,  No,  certainly. 

A»p.  Because  yon  do  not  think  its  feeble  shoots  proper  to  form  the  beams, 
and  support  the  roof,  of  your  intended  edifice ;  do  you  therefore  affront 
them,  depreciate  them,  or  disallow  their  usefulness  ?  By  no  means.  They 
may  beautify  your  walls  with  their  ornamental  8]>read,  and  enrich  the 
desert  with  their  delicious  fruit.  Tliis  is  an  office  suitable  to  the  nature  of 
the  plant ;  and  from  this  it  receives  sufficient  estimation,  without  pretending 
i    to  the  honours  of  the  oak. 

Yirtnous  attainments,  I  o^n:i,  are  a  considerable  distinction  in  the  present 
state  of  things ;  and  what  is  a  higher  encomium,  (I  shall  now  oiltshoot  you 
in  your  own  bow,)  they  will  distinguish  the  true  believer  from  the  hypo- 
critical professor,  even  at  the  great  tribimal.  But  let  them  be  content  with 
their  province,  and  not  intrude  upon  the  Saviour  s  prerogative.  To  effect 
jiudfication  be  his,  to  discriminate  the  justified,  theirs.  Neither  let  them 
rhtc  their  possessors  with  a  vain  conceit  of  themselves,  who,  though  they 
were  meek  as  Moses,  holy  as  Samuel,  and  wise  as  Daniel,  must  confide  in 
Dothing  but  the  boimdless  mercies  of  the  Lord,  umst  i)lead  nothing  but  the 
infinite  merits  of  his  Christ. 

This  is  the  theology  both  of  the  Psalmist  and  of  St.  Paul.  They  derive 
Ac  blessedness  promised  in  Scripture,  not  from  the  shallow  stream  of 
human  accomplishments,  but  from  the  inexhaustible  (x:eau  of  divine  grace  : 
**  Blessed  is  he  whose  unrighteousnesses  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins  are 
covered,"  Psalm  xxxii.  1. 

Thar.  Will  Aspasio  then,  like^  many  of  our  mod(*ni  disputants,  mutilate^ 
the  holy  word  ?  industriously  disi)lay  what  seems  to  stn'ngtheu  his  argu- 
ment, but  artfully  secrete  what  tends  to  o\1erthrow  his  scheme  ?  How  eouKl 
yon  forget,  or  why  should  you  suppress  the  following  clause,  "And  in  whobo 
qiirit  Uiero  is  no  guile  ? "  Was  you  afraid  it  would  demolish  your  opinion, 
ud  point  out  an  upright  honest  mind  as  the  cause  of  this  blessedness  ? 

JUp,  Far  waa  I,  my  dear  Tlieron,  from  any  such  groundless  apprehen- 
soDa,  and  equally  far  from  all  such  delusory  designs.  '^  Shall  I  talk 
deeeitlnlly  for  GK)d  ?"  Job  xiii.  7«  liis  sacred  cause  does  not  need  it,  and 
his  cjaltad  Majesty  would  dmhun  it.     No,  I  would  condemn  \x\y  Xjcm^^ 
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A1  i^temiLl  itilcnco,  rather  than  B]ioak  a  syllable,  oithcr  to  conccul  ui  diegaiaa 
till-  trutli. 

Moat  readily  we  will  admit  the  sentence  you  mention,  "  In  whose  spirit 
tliyrc  ia  no  guile."  It  ia  evident  from  the  context,  tliat  these  words  are  not 
loscriptive  of  a  person  in  whoso  heart  and  conversation  there  is  no  iniquity, 
jut  of  a  penitent  sinner,  whose  mouth  freely  confessce  the  iniquity  of  them 
.>oth,  confesses  without  any  reserve  or  the  least  att«nipt  to  palliate  ;  wliich, 
iistuad  of  invalidating,  corroborates  my  argument,  since,  aecording  to  your 
jivn  allegation,  the  highest  merit  consists  ia  a  free  acknowledgnieut  of  sin, 
r>r  a  totaJ  renunciation  of  aU  worthiness. 

T/ier.  Wlien,  therefore,  we  join  repentance  to  all  our  other  works,  lament 
JUT  deficiencies,  and  implore  forgiveness,  euroly  this  must  be  available  with 
a  merciful  Ood,  and  cannot  but  entitle  na  to  the  happiness  of  heaven. 

Aip.  IIow  strange  docs  it  sound,  at  least  in  my  ears,  for  poor  miserable 
ruilty  creatnroB,  to  talk  of  entitling  thcmaetves  to  the  bappinesa  of  heaven 
by  any  deeds  of  their  own  !  when  it  ia  owing  wholly  to  God's  rich  forbear- 
that  they  are  not  transmitted  to  bell ;  owing  wholly  to  God's  free 
preventing  grace  that  tjiey  are  enabled  to  think  a  good  thought. 

But  not  to  enlarge  upon  this  consderation,  I  would  attk,  whether  those 
penitential  exercises  were  attended  with  a  hearty  detestation  of  sin,  and  nu 
litter  ahbotrenee  of  the  sinner?  Eaek.  xxxvi.  31.  If  they  were,  yoa 
■uuld  then  rcnQiince  yourself  univerBally.      Yau  would  never  think  of 
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if igp.  I  cuk  ttiily  gaeis  the  asBembly  to  which  you  lefer.  But  I  can 
haidl J  gtuA  it  the  Tcnenble  name  of  a  sjmod.  It  oonaieted  of  some  Judais- 
iatg  CQwrett^  who  adhered  with  a  tenacious  and  bigoted  leal  to  the  Mosaic 
Hawe?er,  tfaonj^  I  mig^t  sornple  my  Theron's  appelhition,  I  readily 
IB  their  detennination. 
li  is  not  Mid,  those  Gentiles  were  penitenti  and  therefore  €k>d  granted 
life.  This  shovld  hare  been  the  kngnage  of  the  assembly,  in  order 
to  fiahlMi  my  friend's  way  of  thinking.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  dead 
ia  n.  God,  of  his  free  goodness,  granted  them  repentance,  which  is  both 
Am  bfpmiinfe  and  a  sabetantial  part  of  tme  life,  even  of  that  life  which  is 
on- jnstifiGation,  is  carrBsd  on  by  sanctification,  and  completed  in 


I  wonid  fiyrther  obserre,  that  repentance  is  a  tnming  of  the  heart  And 
ii  is  npentaaoe  nnto  life,  it  is  a  turning  of  the  heart  from  every  other 
to  the  great  and  sole  foontain  of  good,  Christ  Jesus,  Acts  xix.  4. — 
WsM  Bun  siftfes  to  sensoality?  When  they  repent,  they  are  turned  to 
Ghasi  fer  refined  and  heayenly  afiections.  Were  they  wont  to  confide  in 
Ihsmswhrfis  and  their  own  works  ?  '  As  soon  as  they  truly  repent,  they  turn 
Is  Chiiit  for  a  better  righteousness,  and  thereby,  for  everlasting  acceptance 
widi  God.  In  short,  they  turn  from  every  felse  stay ,  and  fly  only  to  Christ, 
depend  only  on  Christ,  looking  not  to  their  own  tears  or  humiliation,  not  to 
their  own  duties  or  graces,  but  **  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  unto  eternal  Ufe/  Jude  21. 

Tkmr.  Suppose  it  should  be  wrong  to  expect  such  a  vast  reward,  as  the 
inooBoeivable  glories  of  heaven,  on  account  of  our  own  duties;  yet  to  set 
them  wholly  aside,  to  allow  them  no  influence  at  all,  not  so  much  as  the 
IflMt  co-operati<m,  in  turning  the  scale  ;  this  is  on  excess  on  the  other  hand. 
If  the  former  is  presumption,  the  lattor  is  fanaticism. 

dtp,  I  must  confess  I  do  not  thoroughly  understand  what  you  mean  by 
frM^oiflm.  Neither  is  it  of  much  significancy  to  enter  upon  the  disquisition 
tf  an  obnoxious  term*  I  would  only  maintain,  that  on  us  unworthy  sinners 
whatever  is  bestowed  by  the  righteous  God,  is  bestowed,  not  as  a  debt  *  to 
en  wnkfl,  but  as  the  donation  of  pure  grace. 

Tkmr»  I  think  it  is  sufficiently  of  grace,  if  we  acknowledge  good  works  to 
be  wionght  by  the  assistance  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  and  then  admitted,  togo- 
tker  with  our  Saviours  merits,  as  a  recommendation  to  the  divine  favour. 

dtp.  The  Pharisee  could  make  his  acknowledgmcnte  for  the  assistance  of 
gaee :  ^  Ch>d,  I  thank  thee,"  was  his  language.  Yet  this  did  not  exempt 
kuB  from  the  charge  of  pride,  nor  secure  him  from  the  sin  of  boasting.  Be- 
■des,  if  good  works  are  wrought  by  the  operation  of  the  divine  Spirit,  they 
a  bin  upon  our  gratitude,  not  upon  the  bank  of  heaven ;  they  render 
the  obliged,  not  the  (deserving  party.  To  think  or  teach  otherwise,  is 
Popery  t,  however  it  may  lurk  under  a  veil  of  Protestantism. 

Ton  bring  to  my  mind  a  memorable  story.  Two  persons  were  travelling 
ttnm^  the  deserts  of  Arabia;  the  one  utterly  unarmed,  the  other  wore  a 
swoid  and  carried  a  musket.    As  the  place  was  exceedingly  dangerous,  the 


Mi  «dieM,  ii,  I  most  iHow,  tomewhat  like  jargon.     Bat  perhaps  jargon 
■Mf  not  be  without  their  propriety  in  this  place,  as  they  tend  to  show 
of  that  deetriae  which  would  connect  such  contradUctory  ideas. 
t  Good  wofki,  says  a  champion  for  the  church  of  Rome,  ere  **  mercatura  regni 
pries  we  pay,  or  the  commodity  we  barter,  for  the  kingdom  of  heayen.  "* 
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latter,  solicitouB  for  the  safety  of  liis  companion,  makes  liim  a  present  of  Ui 
fire -anna  ;  which  was  no  sooner  done,  than  a  lion  espies  them,  and  adyanoet 
fiercely  towards  them.  The  foremost  discharges  his  piece,  and  wounds  then 
horrid  aggressor.  The  wound  neither  killing  nor  disabling,  only  enrages  dw 
monster.  lie  seizes  the  unfortunate  marksman,  and  is  upon  the  point  ta 
tear  him  limb  from  limb.  His  fellow-traveller  flies  to  his  succour,  snatdia 
up  the  carbine  which  dropped  from  the  other's  hand,  and  fells  the  laTenoai 
beast  to  the  ground ;  then,  drawing  his  sword,  stabs  him  to  the  heart,  vai 
rescues  his  friend.  Tlie  lion  thus  slain,  they  take  off  the  skin,  which  he  wIm 
slew  the  lordly  savage  claims  as  his  own.  "  No,"  says  his  gratefdl  friend 
^^  as  you  did  part  of  the  execution  with  my  weapon,  I  insist  upon  half  o 
the  shaggy  spoil.  I  expect  satisfaction  likewise  for  the  loss  of  my  piece 
which  you  broke  in  the  encounter."  .  To  obtain  both,  he  commences  a  law 
suit  against  that  generous  associate,  who  not  only  gave  him  the  weapon,  bo 
saved  the  prosecutor  from  the  very  jaws  of  destruction. 

TAer.  If  I  had  been  judge,  I  should,  without  much  hesitation,  have  detei 
mined  such  a  cause.  Instead  of  costs  and  damages  for  my  plaintiff,  I  shonli 
have  transmitted  the  wretch  to  the  pillory. 

Asp.  1  believe  all  the  world  would  applaud  your  sentence.  Only  bi 
pleased  to  remember,  that  the  procedure,  on  which  you  so  justly  animadvert 
is  the  very  picture  of  our  excessive  unreasonableness,  if  we  presume  U 
write  ourselves  creditors,  and  the  divine  Being  debtor;  because  he  has  deli* 
vered  us  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  enabled  us  to  perform  the  dutiai 
of  godliness. . 

Theron  paused,  as  somewhat  struck  by  the  representation.  After  a  ahoii 
interval,  Aspasio  resumed  the  discourse. 

Believe  mc,  my  dear  friend,  salvation,  both  intherootandallitsbraodieii 
is  entirely  of  grace.  Or  else  b.elieve  me,  for  the  many  cogent  testimonies  o( 
Scripture,  which  most  circumstantially  ascertain  this  great  truth.  Elee 
tion  is  of  grace  :  ^*  Having  predestinated  us  into  the  adoption  of  children,' 
not  on  account  of  human  worthiness,  but  "  according  to  the  good  ple» 
sure  of  his  will,"  £ph.  i.  5.  Equally  gratuitous  is  our  effectual  vocatioii 
^^  God  hath  called  us  with  an  holy  calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  bo 
according  to  his  purpose  and  grace,"  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Faith,  with  all  its  preoiovi 
fniits,  is  owing  to  the  same  cause :  ^^  By  grace  ye  are  savod  through  fiiitli,' 
Eph.  ii.  8.  From  hence  springs  justification,  together  with  all  itsattendaa 
privileges :  "  Being  justified  freely  by  his  grace*.'  Tliis  is  the  origin  of  regn 
neration,  and  every  living  principle  of  godliness :  ^'  Of  his  own  will  begat  b 
us  by  the  word  of  truth,"  James  i.  18.  The  consummation  of  bliss  flows  tnm 
the  same  all-supplying  source :  ^'  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life,"  Rom.  ti 
23.  It  is  in  every  respect  a  gift,  not  only  without,  but  contrary  to,  al 
desert  of  ours. — So  that  the  foundation  is  laid  in  the  riches  of  grace ;  Hh 
superstructure  is  reared  by  the  hand  of  grace ;  and  when  the  top  stone  i 
brought  forth,  when  our  felicity  is  completed  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
the  everlasting  acclamation  will  be,  ^^  Grace,  grace  unto  it  1"  Zech.  iv.  J, 

This  is  that  glorious  gospel,  which  human  learning  could  never  have  dis 
covered ;  which  carnal  reason  cannot  understand ;  which  the  wisdom  of  thi 

*  Rom.  iii.  24.     Aammv  rti  mvrty  x*(*^*'     One  of  these  words  might  have  eerred  to  cos 
▼ey  the  i^stle's  meaning.    But  he  donbles  his  assertion » in  order  to  give  us  the  foUei 
eoarictioD  of  the  truth,  and  to  impress  nt  irith  si  teiiM  of  ita  veenliar  importance 
"  Freely,  by  bia  gnce.*' 
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worid  accountcth  foolishness ;  which  the  envy  of  the  devil,  and  the  pride  of 
man,  will  always  oppose. 

7%er»  What  say  you  to  the  opinion  which  Ouranius  so  strenuously  niain- 
taana.  That  we  are  justified,  not  by  the  merits  of  Christ  imputed  to  us,  but 
by  Christ  himself  formed  in  our  hearts  ?  And  Ouranius  is  none  of  your 
proud  or  carnal  people.  His  writings  are  remarkable  for  their  strict  piety, 
and  his  life  is  as  exemplary  as  his  principles. 

Atp.  Yon  know,  Theron,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  persons  of  men, 
Imt  with  the  truths  of  the  gospel.  Ouranius,  though  eminently  devout, 
may  be  mistaken :  and,  if  this  is  his  way  of  thinking,  he  quite  misappre- 
kci^  the  doctrine  of  grace. 

What  is  written  in  the  oracles  of  Scripture  ?  ^'  The  Lord  justifieth  the 
ugodiy,"  Bom.  iv.  5.  What  is  implied  in  the  maxim  of  Ouranius  ?  He 
jnrtifieth  the  holy,  the  heavenly,  the  Christ-like.  ^'  A  man  is  justified  by 
futh,"  Rom.  V.  1.,  sa3rs  the  secretary  of  heaven.  He  is  justified  by  works, 
mjB  the  pen  of  Ouranius :  only  let  them  be  works  of  a  superior  order ;  such 
as  are  eternal,  spiritual,  and  wrought  by  the  operation  of  Christ  on  the  soul. 
Accoiding  to  this  notion,  every  one  is  justified  by  his  own  love,  his  own 
parity,  his  own  seal.  Whereas,  an  unerring  writer  has  most  solemnly 
dedaied,  '^  That  by  one  man's  obedience,"  many  myriads  of  sinners,  even  all 
the  redeemed  world,  ^^  shall  be  made  righteous,"  Rom.  v.  19. 

This  notion,  I  think,  is  legalism  in  its  greatest  subtilty,  or  highest  refine- 
ment. It  disannuls  the  merit  of  Christ,  it  vacates  all  imputation,  and  makes 
our  salvation  to  consist  wholly  in  the  work  of  sanctification.  Against  which, 
if  yon  remember,  I  entered  my  protest  in  one  of  our  first  conferences*.  And 
DOW,  having  ventured  to  animadvert  on  the  tenets  of  others,  it  may  reason- 
ably be  expected  that  I  should  give  an  account  of  my  own  faith.  '^  I  am 
fOBlified  ;  my  soul  is  accepted ;  not  because  Christ  has  put  his  laws  in  my 
mind,  but  shed  his  blood  for  my  sins  ;  not  because  I  myself  am  enabled  to 
walk  in  all  godly  conversation,  but  because  the  Lord  Jesus  has  fulfilled  all 
rigbteousness  as  my  surety." 

Tker,  I  am  for  neither  of  the  extremes.  The  middle  way  is  most  eligible. 
This  is  what  sound  sense  approves,  and  the  sacred  system  authorises.  ''  Whoso 
bflieveth  on  me,"  says  our  Lord,  '^  shall  not  perish,  but  shall  have  everlasting 
fife,"  John  iii.  15.  "  Blessed,"  adds  the  beloved  disciple,  "  are  they  who  do 
his  comniandments  ;  that  they  may  have  a  right  to  the  tree  of  life  ;  and  may 
enter  in,  through  the  gates,  into  the  city,"  Rev.  xxii.  14. 

Conformably  to  these  texts  of  Scripture,  I  would  neither  reject  our 
Redeemer's  merits,  nor  repudiate  good  works.  As  this  shady  tree,  and  these 
cooling  breezes,  unite  their  properties  to  render  our  situation  agreeable  ;  so 
those  two  causes,  acting  in  conjunction,  exalt  us  to  the  favour  of  God,  and 
eoDstitute  us  heirs  of  heaven.  God  himself  has  joined  them.  And  I  must 
arge  my  remonstrance  in  our  Lord's  own  words,  "  What  God  hath  joined 
together,  let  no  man  put  asunder." 

Aip.  Would  you  then  make  impotence  itself  a  coadjutor  with  omnipotence  ? 
Does  this  humble  the  sinner  ?     Does  this  exalt  the  Saviour  ?     No :  it  is  * 
most  injurious  infringement  of  his  mediatorial  dignity.  Instead  of  excludii 
it  evidently  introduces  boasting.     In  consequence  of  such  a  scheme,  it  WO" 
be  nid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  world,  ^^  Thanks  to  our  Ufl^ 

*  See  Dialogue  XL,  p.  20. 
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Redeemer  for  this  bappinefls !  yet  not  to  bim  only,  but  to  our  own  rigbteoii^l 
ness  also."  .<j| 

Can  you  imagine,  that  the  obedience  of  Christ  is  insufficient  to  aooonqA| 
our  justification  ?  Must  its  efficacy  be  reinforced  by  the  aooeedon  of  «rf 
works  ?  And  what  are  these  works  of  ours,  that  they  should  enhanoa  im 
value,  the  immense  value,  of  our  Redeemer's  ?  Maimed,  tarnished,  wwnl 
eaten  things  :  eaten  by  the  worms  of  self-seeking,  self-admiring,  self40ivt| 
tarnished  by  a  thousand  vanities ;  maimed  by  ten  thousand  negligences.  S| 
join  these  in  commission  with  our  divine  Master's  righteousness,  would  \i 
infinitely  more  disgraceful  than  to  tack  the  beggar's  rag  on  the  momunoUc 
robe ;  would  be  altogether  as  needless  as  to  dream  of  augmenting  the  9m  hf 
the  drops  of  our  bucket. 

Ther,  Worm-eaten !  \Vliat  reason  have  you  to  represent  our  acts  of  dhi» 
dience  under  this  sordid  and  shameful  image  ? 

Asp.  I  thought  you  could  hardly  brook  this  dispara^ng  expression.  Itiy 
somewhat  like  petty  treason  against  the  dignity  of  man.  My  reasons  i 
would  postpone  to  some  other  opportunity ;  when,  if  you  please,  ws  irii 
give  the  cause  a  full  hearing.  At  present,  to  make  amends  for  this  Tik 
slander,  I  will  suppose  your  works  to  have  no  defect ;  nay,  to  have  all  th* 
perfection  which  you  yourself  could  wish.  Will  you  glory  on  this  acoonnt  1 
You  are  t6o  modest,  I  am  sure,  to  avow  or  patronise  such  a  practice :  J8l| 
if  we  say  or  think  concerning  any  attainments  of  our  own,  ^^  This  is  tbfl 
ground  on  which  I  expect  to  escape  condemnation,  and  inherit  life ;  wa  ds^ 
in  the  most  offi^nsive,  though  not  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  glory  */' 

Or  will  you  reckon,  that  these  services,  because  faultless,  are  in  any  d^ree 
meritorious  ?  Let  us  hear  our  Lord's  decision  in  the  case :  ^^  When  ye  havi 
done,"  not  only  some,  but  ^'  all  those  things  which  are  commanded  3^00." 
And  where  is  the  man,  or  what  is  his  name,  who,  in  any  nation,  or  in  any 
age,  has  done  all  that  is  commanded  ? 

Where  shall  I  find  him  ?     AngeUt,  tell  me  where  ? 
Shall  I  see  glories  beaming  from  his  brow  ? 
Or  trace  his  footsteps  by  the  rising  flowers  ? 

Yet  even  in  such  a  case,  if  all  this  were  performed,  what  shall  we  say  ?  W« 
arc  no  better  than  unprofitable  servants ;  we  have  done  nothing  more  thaii 
what  was  our  indispensable  duty  to  do,  Luke  xvii.  10 ;  and  have,  on  this 
footing,  just  the  same  claim  to  honours  and  rewards,  as  the  negro  slave,  after 
the  despatch  of  his  daily  business,  has  upon  the  estate  or  the  wealth  of  sa 
American  planter. 

T/ter,  But  what  say  you  to  those  passages  of  Scripture  which  I  have 
quoted  ?  You  have  given  them  a  hearing,  but  no  answer.  They,  I  do 
insist  upon  it,  expressly  assort,  therefore  incontestably  prove,  an  union  of 
Christ's  merit  and  our  own  works  in  the  business  of  salvation. 

Asp,  It  is  written  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  "  Blessed  arc  they  that  da 
his  commandments."  And  wherefore  ?  Because  the  obedience  of  faith  it 
attended  with  a  real  blessedness  on  earth,  and  demonstrates  our  title  to  eternal 

*  **Omnis  caosa  jnstitirc  et  salutis  est  materia  et  objectam  mAvxnrtttt.  Unde  apottolut : 

Nam  si  Abraham  ex  operibus  justificatus  est,  txn  »•»  X"/**  >"  i*  c*  Whaterer  is  the  canti 

of  righteousness  and  salvation,  is  a  real  and  proper  foundation  for  glorying.     Therefon 

the  apostle  acknowledges,  **  If  Abraham  were  justified  by  works,  he  hath  wheireof  to  glorj,'^ 

Bom,  iv,  2, 
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in  heaven.     It  is,  though  not  tlie  purchase,  yet  the  evidence  of 

to  the  tree  of  life. 

AD  thia  I  acknowledge.  But  where,  I  heseech  you,  does  the  Scripture  join  the 

obedience  of  Christ  and  the  obedience  of  man,  as  mutually  conducive  to  the  jus- 

tificfttion  of  a  sinner  ?  The  Scripture  utterly  disavows  such  a  co-partnership,  and 

■ifffta  what  our  Homily  expresses,  *^  Surely,  there  can  be  no  work  of  any  mortal 

nan  (be  he  ever  bo  holy)  that  shall  be  coupled  in  merit  with  Christ's  most  holy 

act*.**  The  Scripture  steadily  declares,  that  in  this  greatest  of  transactions  Christ 

is  not  an  aceeasary,  but  the  principal ;  nay,  that  he  is  eUL  ^'  Be  it  known  onto 

yon,  men  and  brethren,  that  through  this"  illustrious  and  exalted  ^'  Persont, 

m  preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sins ;  and  by  him  all  that  believe  are 

justified  firom  all  things."     Through  this  Person,  without  any  partner  or 

eoadjotor.     By  him  :  not  by  him  and  our  works  jointly,  but  by  him  solely ; 

withoat  the  concurrence  of  any  other  action  or  any  other  agent.      This  was 

typified  by  the  high-priest,  when,  on  the  solemn  day  of  expiation,  he  went 

i^  the  tabernacle  alone,  and  made  the  figurative  atonement  without  any 

Mwciate,  Lev.  xvi.  17*   From  all  things  :  by  him  they  are  wholly,  as  well  as 

■My,  justified ;  freed  from  every  charge,  whether  of  omission  or  commission, 

lad  rendered,  not  in  part  only,  but  completely  acceptable. 

I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  no  longer  consider  the  supremely  excellent 
Jesus  as  a  partial  cause  of  our  justification.   What  would  be  the  consequence, 
if  a  person  should  fix  one  foot  on  the  bank  of  yonder  river,  and  rest  another 
OD  the  fluid  stream  ? 
TAer,  He  must  unavoidably  fall. 

IAip.  And  what  sa3rs  our  divine  instructor  to  those  double-minded  Crala- 
tians,  who  could  not  believe  themselves  safe  and  complete  in  the  merits 
iof  Christ  alone,  but  must  be  seeking  some  other  foundation  on  which  to 
repose  a  share  at  least  of  their  confidence  ?  He  says,  and  they  are  awful 
words ;  they  call  for  my  Theron's  most  serious  regard,  '^  Ye  are  fallen  from 
giacc,"  Gal.  v.  4. 

Let  me  entreat  my  friend  to  beware  of  this  error.  I  think  it  is  the  pre- 
Tailing  error  of  our  times ;  and  so  much  the  more  dangerous,  because  it  is 
somewhat  specious.  To  pour  contempt  upon  the  blessed  Jesus,  with  the 
lihertines  and  deists,  would  be  shocking  to  a  mind  that  retains  the  least 
leverence  for  sacred  things.  Entirely  to  set  aside  the  meritorious  efficacy  of 
has  undertaking,  with  the  Arians  and  Socinians,  would  bo  afflictive  to  a  con- 
Bciencc  that  is  impressed  with  the  least  sense  of  sin.  Whereas,  to  erect  our 
merits  on  the  foundation  of  Christ's ;  to  be  found  in  his,  yet  not  renounce  our 
own  righteousness ;  this  is  both  plausible  to  our  reason,  and  pleasing  to  our 
ranity ;  this  seems  to  honour  the  divine  Saviour,  even  while  it  gratifies 
human  pride.  But  tliis  is  an  egregious  falsehood,  and  cannot  stand :  this  is 
an  abominable  idol,  and  must  be  laid  in  the  dust.  Christ,  like  the  re<al  mother 
of  the  child,  will  have  the  whole,  or  none,  1  Kings  iii.  2G ;  the  whole — un- 
shared, unrivalled,  undiminished  glory  of  our  salvation. 

Let  me  again  entreat  my  dear  Theron  to  beware  of  this  error.  It  is  the 
mun  pillar  in  the  Roman  heresy,  and  the  master-policy  of  the  Popish 
Machiavelians.     "  Christ  hath  merited,  that  we  may  merit,"  is  their  grand  , 


*  Homny  on  Good  Friday.  ^ 

t  AcU,  ziii.  38.     Aut  wt»»,  the  word  man  is  not  in  the  original.  So  that  I  thinki    * 
ilhttrioif  and  exalted  Personi*'  is  the  fullest  and  most  exact  translation. . 
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maxim,  and  tbeir  grand  delusion.  Ilence  come  their  penances  and  their  ] 
grimages ;  hence  the  hypocritical  mortifications  of  some,  and  the  extravag 
austerities  of  others ;  this  enriches  their  eihrines,  and  fills  their  cloisteis.  1 
to  those  seminaries  of  superstition  let  it  be  banished,  let  it  be  confined.  Th 
let  them  raise  their  scaffolding,  and  try  to  enlarge  the  dimensions  of  the  A 
there  let  them  kindle  their  flambeaux,  and  attempt  to  increase  the  Instn 
the  sun.  And  when  they  have  effected  this  easier  task,  then  will  we  P 
iestants  follow  their  example,  and  adopt  their  system ;  then  will  we  a 
think  of  adding  our  own  righteousness,  by  way  of  supplement  to  the  digdi 
and  efficacy  of  our  Lord's. 

Tker.  If  we  are  justified  wholly  by  our  Lord's  righteousness ;  if  notU 
need  be  added,  if  nothing  can  be  added,  to  its  all-comprehending  fulne 
what  becomes  of  the  generally  received  opinion, — ^tliat  Christ  obtained  for 
only  a  possibility  of  being  saved,  or  put  us  into  a  capacity  of  acqniri 
salvation  ? 

Asp.  It  will  be  discountenanced  and  overthrown,  as  extremely  dishonoi 
able  to  the  Redeemer,  and  no  less  uncomfortable  to  the  redeemed.  Wb 
Christ  procured  our  pardon,  and  recovered  our  title  to  life,  it  was  all  1 
own  doing.  ^^  Of  the  people  there  was  none  with  him,"  Isa.  Ixiii.  6. 
both  cases  his  work  was  perfect.  Hear  his  own  testimony:  **I  ha 
finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do,"  John  xvii.  4.  Should  y 
want  an  explication  of  these  words,  I  refer  you  to  the  comment  of 
apostle  :  *^  He,"  that  is,  Jesus  Christ,  ^'  has  obtained  eternal  redemption  ; 
us,"  Heb.  ix.  12.  This  was  his  work,  and  it  is  fiilly  executed.  He  has 
he  has  obtained  eternal  redemption ;  and  left  nothing  for  his  people,  I 
to  accept  the  glorious  purchase,  and  live  as  becomes  the  redeemed  of  1 
Lord. 

Tliis  truth  is  written,  as  with  a  sunbeam,  in  the  pages  of  the  gospel ;  a 
sounds,  as  with  a  voice  of  thunder,  in  the  songs  of  heaven.  ^^  Salvation 
our  God,"  they  cry,  "  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,"  Ba 
vii.  10.  Those  saints  in  glory  ascribe  the  whole— the  whole  of  their  sail 
tion  they  ascribe  to  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 

T^er.  Have  not  many  of  our  ablest  divines  represented  faith,  obedient 
and  repentance,  as  the  terms  of  acceptance?  Christ,  according  to  ti 
account,  procured  not  the  blessing  itself,  but  only  the  grant  of  easi 
conditions  on  which  it  may  be  enjoyed. 

Asp,  What  says  that  sublime  Being  who  gives  the  ablest  divines  all  th* 
wisdom?  ^^ My  righteous  servant  shall  justify  many,"  Isa.  liii.  11  ;  i 
nave  the  way,  or  adjust*the  preliminaries,  but  despatch  the  very  businet 
*^  shall  justify."  The  terms  of  acceptance,  for  fallen  and  rebellious  nu 
were  a  full  satisfaction  to  the  divine  justice,  and  a  complete  conformity 
the  divine  law.  These,  impracticable  by  us,  were  consigned  over  to  Chri 
I3y  him  they  were  thoroughly  accomplished ;  and  by  this  accoinplishmc 
of  them,  he  purchased  for  us  idl  blessings.  Among  others,  he  purchased  t 
<nft  of  faith,  ihe  grace  of  repentance,  and  ability  to  yield  thankful,  dutif 
evangelical  obedience.  These,  therefore,  are  very  improperly  called  t 
terms,  which  are  really  constituent  parts  of  our  salvation. 

To  sum  up  all  in  a  word :  The  whole  tenor  of  revelation  shows,  thai  the 
are  but  two  methods  whereby  any  of  the  human  race  can  be  justifies 
Either  by  a  portoci  obedience  to  tiic  Uw,  m  their  ou)H^5«w«oa%  ^sid  th 
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le  lewmfd  is  of  debt :  Or  else,  because  the  Surety  of  a  better  covenant 
■8  flfttiflfied  all  demands  in  their  stead ;  and  then  the  reward  is  of  grace. 
laere  is  no  trimming  or  reconciling  expedient.  You  may  choose  either  of 
tie  two ;  but  no  third  is  proposed  or  allowed. 

TJksr,  Was  there  not  a  different  method  for  the  ancient  people  of  God  ? 

AtjK  None,  Theron.  In  the  state  of  primitive  innocency,  a  perfect  and 
enerering  observance  of  the  divine  command  was  the  condition  of  life  and 
nmortality.     When,  by  the  first  grand  apostacy,  this  became  impossible, 

finee  pardon,  and  gracious  acceptance,  through  the  blessed  Jesus,  were 
absiitated  in  its  stead.  "Wliich  economy,  like  a  fountain  of  life,  was  opened, 
rlien  God  promised  ^'  the  seed  of  the  woman  to  bruise  the  serpent's  head," 
2eii.  iii.  15.  It  ran  like  a  salutary  rivulet  through  the  antediluvian  world ; 
-continiied  its  progress  along  the  patriarchal  age ; — flowed,  in  broader 
breams,  under  the  Mosaic  dispensation ; — is  derived  down  to  us,  abundantly 
nlaiged,  by  the  coming  of  Christ,  and  the  ministry  of  his  apostles  ;•:— will 
n  transmitted  vnth  an  increa»ng  spread  to  the,  latest  posterity ; — nor  ever 
case  to  amplify  and  extend  its  influence,  till,  as  the  fountain  is  become  a 
iver,  the  river  la  augmented  into  an  ocean ;  and  ^^  the  knowledge  of  the 
'jotd"  cor  righteousness  ^'  fill  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  abysses  of 
he  aea,*  Isa.  zi.  9. 

There  was,  I  confess,  a  diversity  in  the  administration,  but  no  difference 
D  the  nature,  of  the  blessing.  Jesus  Christ,  however  variously  manifested, 
ras  the  ^^same  yesterday,"  is  the  same  ^'  to-day,"  will  be  the  same  ^^  for 
ver,"  Heb.  ziii.  8  :  as  it  is  the  very  same  sun  which  gleams  at  early  dawn, 
rhich  shines  in  the  advancing  day,  and  glows  at  height  of  noon. 

My  amile  reminds  us  of  the  time,  and  leaves  a  most  important  doctrine 
pon  onr  memories.  Suppose  we  take  the  admonition,  and  begin  to  move 
omeward. 

Tker.  We  need  be  in  no  hurry,  Aspasio.  My  watch  tells  me,  that  we 
ave  half  an  hour  good.  Besides,  I  have  something  farther  to  allege,  and 
T)m  a  very  great  authority,  which  seems  directly  contrary  to  your  notion. 

Afp,  Just  as  you  please,  Theron.  If  you  choose  to  stay,  I  am  all  com- 
lianoe  with  your  inclination;  and,  would  truth  permit,  I  should  be  all 
onformity  to  your  opinion. 

Tker.  You  know  who  it  is  that  asks,  "  What  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
bee  ?  "  And  neither  of  us  need  be  informed,  what  it  is  that  the  prophet 
eplies ;  **  Do  justice,  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly  with  thy  God,"  Mic. 
L  8.     But  I  want  to  know,  what  you  think  of  this  passage. 

Atp,  I  think  it  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  your  scheme.  Tliis 
aasage  inculcates  humility.  But  your  scheme  is  the  very  reverse  of  that 
miable  virtue.  A  self-justiciary  walking  humbly  with  God,  is  little  better 
ban  a  contradiction  in  terms. 

The  Lord  has  said,  "Ye  shall  bo  saved  by  grace*."  Your  system 
eplies,  "  No,  but  by  our  own  works." — It  is  declared  in  Scripture,  "  that 
he  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life."  It  is  implied  in  my  friend's  doctrine,  that 
his  hi^pine^  is  the  wages  of  our  own  deeds. — "  My  Son  shall  have  all  the 
foTj  of  a  sinner's  salvation,"  is  the  unalterable  decree  of  the  Most  High- 

•  Epli.  ii  5.  TWa  text  lays  the  axe  to  the  very  root  of  spiritual  pride,  and  all  Bclf- 
gbrying  whatever.  Therefore  the  inspired  writer,  foreseeing  the  backwardness  of  mJW^ 
kad  to  receive  it,  yet  knowing  the  absolute  necessity  of  its  reception,  again  oi8cr|| 
(fcr.  8.)  the  very  same  truth,  in  the  very  same  words. 
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"  We  will  hftvo  a  aliaro  in  the  honour,"  )s  the  language  of  your  opinion.— 
Look,  liow  wide  tlierrfore  the  east  is  from  the  west ;  so  remote  is  such  » 
strain  of  teaching  from  the  practice  of  walking  humbly  with  our  God. 

But  consider,  f^ood  Aspasio ;  have  I  not  the  prophet's  nuthoritj 
[lii  lay  opinion  ?  Are  not  hia  words  expressly  on  my  side  ?  Docs  ho  not 
meution  those  duties  of  morality  and  piety  as  tlio  appointed  method  of 
obtaining  the  divine  favour  ? 

Atf.  lie  mentions,  I  apprehend,  a  solicitous  inquiry  ;  to  which  ho  gim 

satisfactory  answer ;  then  aubjoiuB  a  practical  improvement  of  the  whole. 

The  inquiry   is   expressed   in  these  words :  "  Wherewithal  shall   I  comtt 

before  the  Lord,  and  how  myself  before  the  high  God  t     Shall  I  codm 

before  him  with  bunit-olTerJngs,  with  calves  of  a  year  old?     Will  the  Lori] 

pleased  with  thousands  of  rama;  with  ten  thousands  of  riverB  of  call 

Shall  I  give  my  fitat-bom  for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  tlw 

of  my  soul  ?"     Mic.  vi.  7i  )*■     To  which  it  is  replied,  "  He  bath  ahownl 

thee,  O  mau,  what   is  good"   for   this  important  pur|iose ;   namely, 

Messiah  ;  pointed  out  by  ail  thy  saerifices,  and  described  in  the  preceding 

chapter.     Atonement  for  siu,  and  peace  with  God,  are  to  be  made  by  a 

better  hand,  and  in  a  better  way,  than  thou  proposcst.     Ue,  *'  whose  oni- 

goings  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlasting,"  ilie.  v.  2  :  He,  who  is  ths 

Son  of  the  Highest,  and  yet  the  seed  of  "  her  that  travaileth,"  Mic  v.  3  : 

He  has  undertaken,  and  wilt  fally  execute,  this  great  office. 

"And  what  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  require  of  thccf"     What  temper, 
what  conduct,  what  expressions  of  gratitude,  from  his  people,  who  are 
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i  fint  disooTcn  the  dqpravity  of  our  nature  and  the  misery  of  our 
Ition :  he  then  displays  the  method  of  our  recoYery  by  Christ,  and  the 
ings  fireely  vouchsafed  in  his  gospel:  after  which  he  delineates  the 
8  of  morality,  and  enforces  them  by  the  most  engaging  motives ;  motives 
n  from  the  free,  unbounded  loving-kindness  of  God  our  Saviour,  and 
the  rich  invaluable  benefits  of  his  grace. — Privilege  he  plants  as  the 
:  firom  which  duty  blooms  as  the  flower,  godliness  grows  as  the  fruit. 
le  same  order  is  observed  by  St.  Peter  in  his  very  concise,  but  very 
-ate  map,  of  the  way  to  heaven :  *'  Elect,  according  to  the  foreknowledge 
>d  the  Father,  through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  unto  obedience,  and 
kling  of  the  blood  of  Christ,"  1  Pet.  i.  2.  First,  the  everlasting  and 
ing  love  of  the  Father ;  then  the  enlightening  and  renewing  agency  of 
(pint,  who  testifies  of  Christ,  and  applies  his  death  to  the  soul,  purifying 
leart  by  faith ;  from  whence,  as  frt)m  a  fountain  of  living  water,  flows 
sanctification,  and  every  act  of  filial  obedience,  every  species  of  real 
ets ; — all  which,  being  partly  defective,  and  partly  polluted,  must  bo 
kled  with  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  made  acceptable  by  his  dying  oblation. 
ier.  Is  this  the  constant  method  in  which  the  sacred  writers  represent 
gospel  salvation  ?  Do  they  always  observe  this  particular  order,  in 
iging  its  doctrines  and  its  duties  ?  Or,  is  it  not  an  insignificant  circum- 
e  which  goes  first,  provided  we  take  in  both  ? 

p.  To  observe  this  order,  I  am  persuaded,  is  no  insignificant  circum- 
e.  It  is  of  great  consequence,  both  to  our  establishment  and  to  our 
th  in  grace.  Is  it  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the  archer  whether  ho 
the  point  or  the  feather  of  his  arrow  foremost  ?  Can  he,  in  either  case, 
le  mark  with  equal  ease  and  equal  certainty  ? 

>elieve  you  will  find,  that  the  sacred  writers,  in  all  their  evangelical 
urses,  invariably  adhere  to  this  order.  Nay,  it  took  place  even  under 
>gal  dispensation. — When  the  Lord  God  published  his  law  from  Mount 
;  when  he  wrote  it,  with  his  own  finger,  on  tables  of  stone ;  how  did 
troducc  the  precepts  ?  how  enforce  their  observance  ?  Let  us  attend 
e  preamble,  which  is  the  language  of  love,  and  the  very  spirit  of  the 
?1 :  ^^  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of 
)t,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage,"  Exod.  xx.  2.  "  I  have  already 
ered  thee,  with  a  mighty  hand,  from  the  most  sordid  and  insupportable 
rj'.  I  have  promised  thee,  for  thy  ppssession,  the  delightful  country  of 
an,  *  a  goodly  heritage  of  the  hosts  of  nations,'  Jcr.  iii.  19.  Nay,  I 
ilf  am  thy  portion ;  a  God  in  covenant  with  thee ;  engaged  by  an 
lable  contract,  and  with  the  exertion  of  all  my  attributes,  to  do  thee 
.  Therefore  keep  the  statutes,  the  judgments,  and  ordinances  which  I 
low  going  to  establish." — Could  there  be  a  more  winning  inducement, 
more  endearing  obligation  to  obedience  ? 

night  point  out  the  same  strain  running  through  the  exhortations  of 
»  and  the  songs  of  David,  the  sermons  of  the  prophets  and  the  writings 
e  apostles :  But  this  I  wave,  not  through  an  apprehension  of  its  difficulty, 
from  a  fear  of  prolixity. — However,  you  will  not  think  me  tedious  if  I 
uce  one  more  instance  from  the  great  master  of  our  schools :  "  For  we 
jIvcs  were  some  time  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  serving  diverse  lusts 
pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful  and  hating  one  another, 
iii,  3 — 8.     Here  he  sets  before  us  a  dismal  but  exact  picture  of  otm 
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depraved  and  undone  rendition.  Tlien  ho  prrecnta  na  witli  n  delightM 
riuw  of  onr  rodtmption,  both  in  its  gracious  cause  and  prcdoua  effecti: 
"  Dut  after  tliat  the  Icindness  aud  love  of  God  our  Saviour  toward  nuK 
appeared ;  not  by  works  of  rightconsneaa  which  wo  have  done,  but  accordiiig 
to  his  mercy  ho  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  « 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  which  he  hath  shed  on  na  abundantly,  through  Jem^ 
Christ  our  Saviour  :  that,  lioing  justified  by  his  grace,  we  sliould  be  mada 
heirs  ao.'oiding  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life."  Having  thus  provided  for  oat 
happiness,  ho  then  promotes  our  holiness :  "  This  ia  a  faithful  aaying,  and 
tliese  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  constantly,  that  they  who  have  believed 
in  God  might  be  earcful  to  maintain  good  works :  these  things  ore  good  and 
profitable  unto  men." 

I  make  no  comment  •  upon  the  passage  ;  because  I  hope  you  will  comnut 
it,  as  a  noble  depoaitum,  to  your  memory.  Your  own  diUgcnt  meditation, 
accompanied  with  humble  prayer,  will  fumisli  out  the  best  oxpontion.— 
Only  I  would  ju!<t  remark,  that  the  apostle,  always  consisteiit,  alwayi 
uniform,  marshals  hin  thoughts  with  hia  usual  exactness.  Good  worka  an 
not  disbanded,  nor  yet  siiffi'red  to  lead  the  van,  but  made  to  bring  up  the 
rearf .  Wlicn  he  mentions  these  fruitsof  the  Spirit,  ho  mentions  them,  not 
slightly  as  matters  of  small  moment,  but  earnestly,  as  affiiiis  of  great 
importance.  It  is  his  desire  and  his  charge,  that  all  bi'lievers  should  be 
careful  X  i  have  their  hearts  upon  the  business,  should  use  their  beat  contri- 
Toncc  and  exert  their  utmost  endeavours,  not  barely  to  practise,  but  to 
maintain ;  to  be  exemplary,  diatinguiahcd,  and  pre-eminent  in  the  e 
virtiic.  birauae  this  virtuo  and  those  worka.  though  not  the 
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E^K.  It  k  naii^  the  wrongs  the  foundation  falsely  ao  called,  which  will 
linlj  deeeive  as  many  as  make  it  their  trost.  And  is  it  not  prudent, 
B  we  are  huildinj^  for  eternity,  carefully  to  examine  the  ground  ?  Is  it 
friendly  to  divert  a  man  from  the  treacherous  sand,  and  lead  him  to  tho 
taken  rock  ?  For  this  cause  I  said  it  once,  and  for  this  cause  I  say  it 
a.  That  we  can  perform  no  good  work  till  we  are  interested  in  Christy 
accept^  of  €rod. 

I«r.  Produce  your  reasons,  Aspasio.     And  strong  reasons  they  must  he, 
h  are  forcible  enough  to  support  such  an  opinion. 

tp.  The  case  seems  to  speak  for  itself.  How  can  a  man  that  is  evil  do 
IB  that  are  good  ?  Would  you  expect  to  *^  gather  grapes  off  thorns,  or 
yff  thistles  V  But  let  us  hear  what  our  unerring  Teacher  says :  ^'  As  the 
ch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can 
^xoept  ye  abide  in  me,"  John  xv.  4.  Nothing  can  be  more  express  and 
to  oar  purpose.  But  that  which  follows  is  far  more  awful  and 
ning  to  our  consciences :  *'  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  cast  forth  as 
inch  and  is  withered ;  and  men  gather  them,  and  cast  them  into  the 
and  they  are  burned,"  John  xv.  6.  From  which  it  appears,  that  the 
an  heart  is  never  actuated  by  good  tempers,  that  the  human  life  can 
r  be  productive  of  good  works,  until  a  man  is  ingrafted  into  Christ ;  no 
f  than  a  branch  can  bear  valuable  fruit,  while  it  continues  in  a  state  of 
ration  from  the  tree.  It  appears  also,  that  persons  alienated  from  Christ 
ind  all  their  performances  too,  like  broken,  withered,  rotten  boughs — 
r  nothing,  but  to  be  committed  to  the  flames,  and  consumed  from  the 
.  Both  they  and  their  services,  far  from  being  meritorious,  are,  in  the 
tate  of  heaven,  worthless  and  despicably  mean. 

ier.  What !  Are  all  the  noble  deeds,  performed  by  the  advocates  for 
lity  and  lovers  of  virtue,  worthless  in  themselves,  and  despicable  before 
apreme  Being?  Worthless  and  despicable  (grating  words!)  only  because 
are  not  attended  with  the  peculiarities  of  your  faith  ?  Can  the  want  of 
ittle  circumstance  change  their  nature,  and  turn  their  gold  into  dross? 
p.  My  dear  Theron,  call  not  the  circumstance  little.  It  is  sufficient, 
your  works  more  precious  than  gold,  to  debase  them  into  tin,  into  lead, 
Iroas.  When  the  poor  shepherd  brought  you,  yesterday  morning,  a 
at  of  some  wood-strawberries,  bringing  them  as  an  humble  expression 
I  gratitude,  they  were  kindly  received.  But  if  he  had  offered  them  as 
3e  for  your  house,  or  as  the  purchase  of  your  estate,  how  should  you 
regarded  them  in  such  a  connexion  ?  No  words  can  express  tho  disdain 
irould  have  conceived.  When  Barnabas  presented  a  sum  of  money  to 
postles,  for  tho  supply  of  their  necessities  and  the  relief  of  indigent 
rcrs.  Acts  iv.  37-  it  was  welcome  to  them,  and  pleasing  to  God.  But 
I  Simon  the  sorcerer  offered  his  gold  to  Peter  and  John ;  offering  it,  not 
a  principle  of  faith,  but  as  an  equivalent  for  the  Holy  Spirit;  not  in 
r  to  testify  his  thankfulness,  but  rather  to  play  the  huckster  with  heaven, 
18  rejected  with  the  utmost  indignation.  Acts  viii.  20. 
leave  my  friend  to  apply  the  preceding  instances.  Only  let  me  beg  of 
to  believe,  that  if  my  woids  are  grating,  they  are  extorted  by  the  force  of 
1-  If  I  am  obliged  to  blame  what  he  calls  good  works,  it  is,  as  a  great  critic 
MS  eloquence,  "  with  the  tenderness  of  a  lover." — But  my  censure  fal's 
r  on  their  fsiDtjr  oiigin  and  unhecommg  aim.     Let  them  spring  from  tl.e 
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graoe  of  Christ  as  their  souroe,  let  them  propose  the  glory  of  Christ 
end ;  then,  instead  of  putting  a  slight  upon  them,  or  giving  them 
divorce,  I  would  court,  caress,  and  wed  them.  Whereas,  if  neither 
he  kept  in  the  view,  nor  that  principle  operate  in  the  heart,  I  must  p 
questioning  the  genuineness  of  their  character,  nay,  in  denying  the  ¥• 
sibility  of  their  existence.  There  may  be  a  mimicry  of  holy  actio 
it  is  mimicry  only;  as  empty  as  the  combs  made  by  those  wasps, 
better  than  a  flame  that  is  painted. — I  have  an  authority  for  this  c 
which  I  think  you  will  not  offer  to  controvert. 

Ther,  What  authority  ? 

A$p.  That  of  our  Church;  who  declares  in  her  13th  Article,  "Woi 
before  the  grace  of  Christ,  and  inspiration  of  his  Spirit,  are  not  pies 
God ;  forasmuch  as  they  spring  not  out  of  faith  in  Christ."  FaiUi  i 
Chiist  purifies  the  hcaii.  Till  this  be  done,  we  have  neither  disposi' 
capacity  for  holy  obedience.  Nay.  without  faith  in  Christ,  our  persons 
minable*,  our  state  is  damnable,  and  how  can  any  of  our  works  be  acc< 

Such  a  one,  you  say,  is  honest  in  his  dealings,  temperate  in  his 
ments,  charitable  to  the  poor.  I  allow  it  all.  But  unless  these  i 
virtues  are  referred  to  the  glory  of  the  supreme  Jehovah,  unless  tb 
from  faith  in  the  crucified  Jesus,  they  may  be  acts  of  worldly  p 
selfish  prudence,  or  Pharisaical  pride — they  are  by  no  means  a  ] 
oblation  to  the  Lord  Almighty.  Nay,  instead  of  being  acts  of  du 
objects  of  approbation,  th^  stand  condemned  in  the  Scripture,  : 
breaches  of  the  commandment.  They  stand  condemned  in  that  S< 
which  declares,  "  Without  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God,"  Hcl 
They  are  broaches  of  that  commandment  which  requires,  "  Wliethe 
or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God,"  1  Cor.  x. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  we  will  submit  to  the  determination  of  our  e^t: 
church,  or  acquiesce  in  the  decision  of  our  divine  Master,  we  must  a 
ledge,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  good  work  till  we  are  recon 
God,  and  our  persons  accepttid  in  his  siglit.  Therefore  to  represent  ( 
works  as  the  means  of  reconciliation  and  acceptance,  is  both  chimeri 
absurd.  Chimerical,  because  it  builds  u]>on  a  phantom,  and  take 
reality  what  has  no  existence:  absurd,  because  it  inverts  tlie  natur. 
of  things,  and  would  make  the  effect  antecedent  to  the  cause. 

Ther.  Before  we  quit  this  agreeable  retreat,  let  me  ask  my  Aspasi 
he  proposes  by  running  down  all  those  works  which  are  the  produce  of 
religion,  and  essential  to  true  holiness;  whose  excellency  is  displaye< 
clearest,  and  whose  necessity  is  urged  in  the  strongest  terms,  thrc 
the  whole  Bible  ? 

Asp,  I  am  far  from  running  down  works  which  are  the  produce  of 
religion,  and  therefore  may  be  justly  styled,  "  works  of  faith  and  lal 
love."  But  I  would  caution  my  Theron  and  myself  to  take  care,  that  ou 
be  accompanied  with  those  circumstances  which  alone  can  render  the 
good.  Let  them  arise  from  faith,  and  bear  witness  to  love;  or  else  i 
have  "  thistles  instead  of  wheat,  and  cockle  instead  of  barley,"  Job  x; 

I  would  also  persuade  my  friend,  and  I  would  habituate  myself 
repose  our  confidence  in  any  works  whatsoever;   lest  they  prove  a 

*  '*  To  the  defiled  and  anbeliering  is  nothing  clean/'  Tit  i.  15.     The  apot 

deJUedukd  unMivinff,  to  intimate,  that  ^thoiit  a  lnLe\M\\eiiiQ^Atk%\%<^6uv.  *T 

g  tanding  and  the  conicience  are  polluted.    BotVi  the  mixk  aAdiVAa  &V(i^  «x«Vkb 


DIAUKIITB  Vm.  131 

tiiat  Ixreaks  under  our  weight — or  a  pointed  spear,  that  pierces  ns  to 
But.     We  diall  never  be  like  the  church,  ^^  who  comes  up  out  of  the 
mess,  leaning  upon  her  Beloved,"  Cant.  viii.  5,  so  long  as  we  bolster  up 
ves  with  a  conceit  of  personal  righteousness.     This  was  the  error,  the 
nor,  of  the  Pharisees;  this  the  film  which  blinded  the  eyes  of  their 
and  sealed  tliem  up  under  the  darkness  of  final  unbelief, 
ides,  my  dear  Theron,  if  you  expect  to  be  saved  by  your  own  duties, 
iU  be  loath  to  see  the  worst  of  your  condition.     To  see  the  worst  of 
ondition  will  be  a  dagger  to  your  hopes,  and  as  death  to  your  soul. 
Rill  therefore  be  inclined  to  ^'  daub  with  untempcrcd  mortar,"  Ezek. 
0.     Instead  of  acknowledging  the    deep  depravity  of  your  nature, 
e  numberiess  iniquities  of  your  life,  you  will  invent  a  thousand  excuses 
iate  your  guilt;  and  by  this  means  erect  a  wall  of  partition  between 
Old  and  the  merits  of  your  Redeemer  ;  which  will  be  a  greater  inoon- 
ce,  a  more  destructive  evil,  than  to  cut  off  all  supply  of  provision  from 
ly,  or  even  to  intercept  the  sunbeams  from  visiting  the  earth, 
r.  Xow  you  talk  of  armies,  I  must  observe,  that  though  I  have  scarce 
Ue  to  keep  my  ground  in  this  argumentative  action,  I  cannot  allow 
e  honour  of  a  victory,  as  a  retreat  is  very  different  from  a  rout. 
.  I  would  also  remark,  that  my  friend  has  changed  the  intended  plan 
operations ;  has  almost  continually  act^d  upon  the  offensive ;  while 
lit  has  been  only  to  sustain  the  shock.     At  our  next  encounter, 
lay  expect  to  have  the  order  of  battle  reversed.      I  shall  direct  my 
to  begin  the  charge.     Put  yourself  therefore  in  readiness  for  a  brisk 

» 

r.  Ton  act  the  fiur  enemy,  Aspasio,  I  must  confess,  in  thus  giving  the 
before  you  make  the  assault. 

This  hostility  may  appear  fairer  still,  when  I  assure  you,  that  my 
IS  aim  not  at  the  destruction  of  your  comfort,  or  the  demolition  of 
iuable  interest.  Only  they  would  be  "  mighty  through  God,  to  pull 
the  strongholds"  of  unbelief,  and  bring  every  self-exalting,  every 
as  thought,  "  captive  unto  Christ,"  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5  ;  captive,  in  a 
d  submission  to  his  righteousness,  as  well  as  a  dutiful  subjection  to 
mands.  And  when  such  is  the  tendency  of  the  campaign,  it  will  be 
eatest  advantange  to  lose  the  victory ;  it  will  be  better  than  a  triumph 
owledge  yourself  vanquished. 


DIALOGUE  VIII. 


.  Our  last  conversation  ended  with  a  challenge.  To  decline  or 
le  acceptance  of  it,  would  look  like  cowardice  in  me,  and  be  a  piece 
ttce  to  you,  Aspasio.  Tliereforc  I  am  now  ready  to  give  you  all  the 
tion  which  a  gentleman  can  4emand.     Only,  as  the  weather  continues 

believe  my  study  must  be  the  place  of  action. 

A  challenge,  Theron ! 
".  What,  Sir !  do  you  boggle  ?  would  you  eat  your  words,  and  play 
troon  ? 

Perhaps  I  may  have  an  inclination  to   follow  the  example  of  a 
r  herov  who  ran  away  (rom  tho  £eld  of  battle,  just  as  b\a  comrades 

K  2 
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were  adyancing  to  charge  the  enemy ;  and  when  called  to  an  aooonnt 
hchaviour,  right  worthily  alleged,  that  his  retreat  proceeded,  not  fitaniv 
timidity  of  mind,  no,  but  from  a  concern  for  the  public  good ;  *^  for/ 
he,  ^^  if  I  had  been  knocked  on  the  head  to-day,  how  should  I  lia¥0 
able  to  fight  for  my  country  to-morrow  ?" 

You  smile,  Theron,  at  my  doughty  warrior,  and  his  sage  maxim, 
since  you  have  glanced  at  a  ceitain  modish  custom,  give  me  leavo 
seriously  to  assure  you,  that  if  the  afiair  was  to  be  determined  by  twion 
pistol,  I  should  reckou  such  a  conduct,  a  resolute  refusal  at  least,  not 
unmanly,  but  the  truly  wise  and  gallant  behaviour.  For  surely  it  eaai 
be  an  instance  of  wisdom,  to  hazard  my  life  at  the  mere  caprice  of  a 
lent  ruffian,  who  is  a  stranger  to  all  the  principles  of  humanity  and 
roeity,  but  a  slave,  an  abandoned  slave,  to  his  own  ungovernable 
Surely  it  can  never  be  an  act  of  real  bravery  to  expose  my  person, 
some  foolhardy  practitioner  in  the  fencing-school  is  desperate  enough  to  fll 
his !  The  gentleman,  the  true  gentleman,  should  exert  a  becoming  dignl 
of  spirit,  and  scorn  to  set  his  welfare  on  a  level  with  that  of  an  inconsideii 
and  barbarous  bully  *. 

Ther,  But  honour,  my  Aspasio,  honour  is  at  stake.  Better  to  lose  f 
life,  than  forfeit  our  reputation.  Better  to  be  in  a  grave,  than  to  be  the  j 
of  every  coffee-house ;  and  perhaps  pointed  at,  as  we  pass  the  8treet%i 
mean-spirited,  sneaking,  or,  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  sword  so  elegaaj 
speak,  white-livered  animab. 

Asp,  Forfeit  our  Amputation  1  Amongst  whom,  I  beseech  you  ? — A 
rash  and  precipitate  creatures ;  the  pupils  of  La  Mancha's  knight ;  the  i 
chimera  f  and  cruelty  ;  whose  applause  is  infamy,  and  their  detraction 
highest  praise  they  can  bestow.  From  every  judicious  and  worthy 
your  conduct  will  be  sure  to  gain  approbation,  and  your  character 
When  Cassar  received  a  chaJlenge  from  Antony  to  engage  him  in 
combat,  he  very  calmly  answered  the  bearer  of  the  message  :  ^  If  Antoi|i 
weary  of  life,  tell  him,  there  are  other  ways  to  death  besides  the  point  of  aj 
sword.'*  Who  ever  deemed  this  an  instance  of  cowardice  ?  All  ages  kv 
admired  it  as  the  act  of  a  discreet  and  gallant  man,  who  was  senft 
of  his  own  importance,  and  knew  how  to  treat  the  petulant  and  revengd 
humour  of  a  discontented  adversary  with  its  deserved  contempt. 

Barely  to  lose  our  life,  is  the  smallest  of  those  evils  which  attend  H 
mischievous  practice.  It  is  pregnant  with  a  long,  an  almost  endless  traim 
disastrous  consequences,  to  parents,  wives,  children,  friends,  associates,  ai 
the  community.  It  is  an  infallible  expedient  to  be  deprived  of  the  &vq 
of  the  infinite  God,  and  to  be  excluded  from  the  joys  of  his  eternal  kingdo 
It  is  the  sure  way  to  become  an  object  of  abhorrence  to  the  angels  of  li^ 

*  A.8pasio  calls  the  person  who  gives  the  challenge  a  bully.  And  such,  notwitlutandi 
all  the  maxims  of  fantastical  and  false  honour,  he  will  certainly  be  found,  when  tried 
the  bar  of  reason  or  justice.  For,  if  the  most  impetuous,  irrational,  and  brutal  barbari 
is  allowed  to  constitute  a  bully,  he  has  an  indisputable  title  to  Uie  character,  who^ 
account  of  a  mere  punctilio,  or  some  slight  affront,  would  destroy  a  life  that  might  be 
service  to  society,  might  be  a  blessing  to  various  relatives,  and  is  intimately  eoimec 
with  a  blissful  or  miserable  immortality. 

t  This  kind  of  gentry  are  styled,  in  a  book  with  which  they  have  little  or  no  aoqtiai 
anoe,  but  whose  maxima  will  be  had  in  reverence  when  their  names  are  lost  in  oblivi 

fHttn^^  **  the  $ODB  of  blaster,"  or  *^  the  cbildreii  ot  uo\i^;'  3ci .  ^^U.  <&. 
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be  nude  the  langliiiig-stock  of  devils  in  their  dungeons  of  darkness  *. 
>,  ererluting  diame,  shall  bo  the  reward  of  such  gallantry,  '*  the 
tion  of  such  fools,"  l^v.  iii.  35. 
ntr.  With  regard  to  this  point,  I  am  entirely  of  your  opinion,  Aspasio, 

I  may  difier  in  other  particulars. 

Atp.  Say  you  so,  Theron !  Would  you  then  tamely  submit  to  affronts, 

and  injuries? 

As  to  the  trifling  affronts  of  a  peevish,  incontinent  tongue,  I  would 

them  with  a  superior  scorn.     And  when  thus  treated,  they  are  sure  to 

with  the  keenest  edge  and  severest  weight,  upon  the  impotent  malice 

ofiers  them.     The  wretch  should  sec,  that  I  could  pity  his  misery, 

■nile  at  his  folly.     But  as  to  injuries,  the  case  is  otherwise.     Should 

OM  assault  my  person,  it  is  at  his  peril.     He  would  find,  and  perhaps 

£t  DOS  tdm  manii,  fermmqne  baud  debile  deztra 
Spugimusy  et  nottro  sequitur  de  Tolnere  sanguis.— Viro. 

Heie  the  fundamental  and  everlasting  law  of  self-preservation  calls  upon 
play  the  man.     And  I  am  sure  Christianity  does  not  require  us  to 
oar  throats  to  the  knife,  or  open  our  breasts  to  the  dagger, 
t  to  retire  to  deliberate,  to  sit  down  and  indite  a  formal  challenge, 
to  me  altogether  as  savage  and  iniquitous,  as  to  assault  on  the  high- 
He  that  demands  my  money  on  the  road,  or  extorts  it  by  an  incen- 
letter,  or  decoys  me  into  the  snare  by  a  forged  and  counterfeit  note,  is 
for  a  villain,  is  abhorred  by  every  person  of  integrity,  and  when 
is  rewarded  with  a  halter.     Why  should  we  reckon  the  headstrong 

ivo  less  injurious,  who  makes  his  attempt  upon  my  very  life,  and  thirsts 

liidi  insatiable  fury  for  my  blood  ? 
I    jMp.  He  allows  you  a  fair  chance,  it  is  said. 

^  Tker.  A  chance  !  Of  what  ?     Either  of  falling  a  sacrifice  to  his  rage,  or 

Elfimhniing  my  hands  in  his  blood!  which  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 

EiiiMUig  me  to  a  necessity  of  launching  into  damnation  myself,  or  of  trans- 

iritting  a  fellow-creature  to  eternal  vengeance.     And  is  this  an  extenuation  ? 

Ail  a  mitigating  circumstance  ?     It  really  proves  the  practice  so  inexcusa- 

Vtf  wicked,  that  nothing  can  be  pleaded  in  its  defence.     The  very  argu- 

Bcat  nsed  to  justify  the  horrid  deed  inflames  its  guilt,  and  aggravates  its 

adgnity. 

It  is  a  pity  but  the  legislative  authority  would  interpose  for  the  suppres- 

of  sach  a  flagrant  wrong  to  society,  and  such  a  notcHrious  violation  of 

benign  religion.     Why  should  not  the  laws  declare  it  felony  to  make 

4i  first  overture  for  a  duel  ?  since  it  is  always  more  heinous,  and  frequently 

pernicious ; — ^is  always  murder  in  the  intention,  and  frequently  issues 

ionUe  destruction ;  the  one  inflicted  by  the  stab  of  violence,  the  other 

OBcited  by  the  sword  of  justice. 

ICght  it  not,  at  least,  be  branded  with  some  mark  of  public  infamy,  or 
rijttttd  to  a  severe  pecuniary  mulct  ?  so  that  a  gentleman  of  spirit  and 


) 


^■Lel  Be  tdl  yon  with  confidence,*'  (says  an  excellent  person,  addressing  himself  to 
if  dbeie  wnhappy  desperadoes,)  *^  that  all  duels  or  single  combats  are  murderous : 
dkthem  over  (how  you  list)  with  names  of  honour  and  honest  pretences,  their  use  is 
iM,  aad  their  nature  dcTilish."     See  the  Select  Works  of  Bishop  Hall,  folio,  p.  526. 
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temper  might  have  it  in  his  power  to  return  the  compliment  of  a 
letter  with  some  such  answer : — 

"Sir, 

However  meanly  you  may  think  of  your  life,  I  set  too  high  a  value 
mine,  to  expose  it  as  a  mark  for  undisciplined  and  outrageous 
Neither  have  I  so  totally  renounced  all  that  is  humane,  benevolent,  or  i 
ble,  as  to  draw  my  sword  for  your  destruction,  because  you  have  fink 
overcome  by  precipitate  and  unreasonable  resentment.     You  have 
an  opportunity  of  acting  the  gentleman  and  the  Christian.  And  this 
I  accept,  as  a  note  under  your  hand  for  five  hundred  pounds  *;  whkli- 
very  soon  be  demanded  according  to  law,  by.  Sir,  yours,"  &o. 


Agp,  But  to  resume  the  proper  subject — the  nature  of  our 
which  I  now  recollect,  and  which  was  explained  when  I  ventured  to  ||| 
what  you  call  the  challenge.     As  it  is  not  my  Theron,  but  the  o1 
his  faith,  and  the  enemies  of  his  felicity,  that  I  am  to  encounter, 
shall  have  courage  to  stand  my  ground  ;  uid,  instead  of  violating  all 
obligations  of  equity,  honour,  and  conscience,  I  shall  certainly  evidenovl 
love  to  my  friend,  may  possibly  promote  his  truest  good.  '^ 

Ther,  I  do  not  see  how  this  can  be  effected  by  your  late  attempt,  if 
undertook  to  run  down  all  works  of  righteousness  as  absolutely  miaiM 
find  acceptance  with  God,  and  equally  insufficient  to  recommend  m  tol 
favour.  It  is  for  the  credit  of  these,  which  Aspasio  has  depreciated,  tfad| 
enter  the  lists.  ^ 

Agp,  Pray,  what  is  the  standard  to  which  these  works  of  righteoail| 
must  be  conformed,  and  by  which  their  sufficiency  may  be  determined  ?  \ 

Ther,  The  moral  law,  doubtless  ;  I  know  no  other  standard  of  rightMj 
ness,  nor  any  other  way  of  becoming  righteous.  ! 

Asp.  You  will,  I  hope,  ere  long  be  acquainted  with  another  way.  At  |ri 
sent,  I  agree  to  your  proposal.  We  will  join  issue  on  this  footing,  aiid.l| 
the  merits  of  our  cause  before  this  tribunal.  Yourself  shall  be  the  jiil| 
I  will  only  ask  your  opinion,  and  refer  myself  to  your  decision.  Yon  ■ 
I  am  soon  weary  of  the  military  style.  I  had  obtruded  myself  on  a  pi 
which  I  was  not  qualified  to  act,  and  now  resume  a  more  becoming  cl 
racter. 

Ther.  If  you  place  me  on  the  bench,  I  shall  allow  of  no  such  digream 
but  shall  keep  you  close  to  the  subject. 

Asp.  Has  your  lordship  then  considered  the  nature  of  the  divine  law,  m 
the  extent  of  its  obligations  ? 

Ther,  It  obliges  all  persons,  and  comprises  the  whole  duty  of  man. 
forbids  all  immorality,  and  enjoins  every  virtue. — Are  not  these  your  m 
ments? 

Asp.  They  are,  when  somewhat  enlarged; — ^The  empire  of  the  law,  as  pa 
hibitory  of  evil,  extends  both  to  the  outward  and  inward  man.     It  tal 

*  Might  not  the  refuser  of  a  challenge  be  dignified  with  tome  honorary  diitinoti 
resembling  the  civic  crown  amongst  the  ancient  Romans  ;  since,  bj  his  cool  and  tern] 
rate  bravery,  he  saves  one  life  from  the  sword,  another  from  the  halter  ? — ^Was  some  hdi 
rary  distinction,  on  the  one  hand,  united  to  a  pecuniary  forfeiture  on  the  other,  I  cttu 
bnt  think  they  would  prove  an  effectual  method  to  check  the  progress  of  this  daitrwi 
evil 


DIAIiOQUB  TUI.  135 

eogtuBOioe  of  the  aotiona ;  it  judges  every  word.  All  the  operations  and  all 
the  dispodtioiis  of  the  soul  come  under  its  sacred  jurisdiction.  It  is  indeed 
a  diso^iier,  not  only  of  the  working  thoughts,  but  also  of  the  dawning  inten- 
tions :  and  arraigns  them  both  at  its  awftil  bar.  "  It  pierces  even  to  the 
asunder  of  the  soul  and  spirit,'*  Heb.  iv.  12.  Not  the  inmost 
of  the  breast  are  too  deep  for  its  penetration,  nor  aU  the  artifices  of 
ilie  deoeitfal  heart  too  subtle  for  its  detection.  Other  laws  forbid  the 
nndean  act ;  this  condemns  the  wanton  eye,  and  irregular  desire.  Other 
laws  pnnish  the  ii\jurious  deed;  this  passes  sentence  on  the  unguarded 
talliiw  of  pawsion>  and  the  most  secret  emotions  of  resentment.  So  eminently 
tnie  is  that  remark  ci  the  Psalmist,  ^*  Thy  commandments  are  exceeding 
Ivoad,"  Ptelm  cziz.  96.  Tell  me  now,  Theron,  has  your  obedience  been 
eommensnrate  to  this  extensive  platform  of  duty  ? 

Tker*  If  the  law  be  so  very  extensive—— 

A^.  Nay,  my  Mend,  you  cannot  suspect  that  I  have  stretched  to  an 
mdne  extent  the  obligations  of  the  (tivine  law,  since  this  interpreta- 
tion is  established  by  an  authority  too  great  to  be  controverted,  too  clear  to 
be  misonderBtood — even  by  the  authority  of  Christ  himself;  whose  sermon 
upon  the  mount  is  a  professed  exposition  of  the  commandments,  and  main- 
tains in  the  most  explicit  manner  all  that  I  have  advanced':  so  that  if  our 
M  Loid'a  exposition  is  just,  I  think  it  will  be  neither  rash  nor  uncharitable  to 
J   my,  there  is  not  a  man  upon  earth  but  has  broke  them  aU. 

TiUr.  Are  we  aU  idolaters  then  ?  all  adulterers  ?  all  murderers  ?  Shocking 
to  imagine! 

Atpm  It  is  shocking,  I  confess.  But  how  much  more  so,  if  such  delin- 
quents expect  justification  by  their  own  deeds  ? 

TiUr.  This  is  no  proof  of  your  assertion,  my  good  friend. 

Atp.  To  be  fond  of  gold,  to  be  enamoured  with  the  world,  to  love  any 
creature  more  than  the  ever-blessed  Creator,  are  instances  of  idolatry,  Col. 
iiL  5.  PhiL  iii.  19.  not  quite  so  gross,  but  altogether  as  real,  as  to  set  up 
IdttAs  in  our  temples,  or  pay  acts  of  adoration  to  senseless  images.  Have 
yon  always  been  free  from  this  apostacy  of  the  affections  ? 

Our  infolHble  Teacher  has  informed  us,  that  unreasonable  anger,  con- 
temptuous language,  and  malevolent  wishes,  Matth.  v.  22.  arc  each  a  species 
of  murder,  and  not  maay  removes  from  the  assassin's  deadly  stab.  Have 
yon  been  always  meek,  always  benevolent,  and  never  chargeable  with  this 
mental  h(»nicide  ? 

We  are  frtrther  assured,  that  the  indulgence  of  inordinate  desire  is,  in  the 
impartial  estimate  of  Heaven,  as  the  commission  of  the  impure  deed,  Matth. 
V.  28.  And  evil  concupiscence  of  every  kind  violates  that  sacred  precept, 
^'llum  shalt  not  covet."  Has  your  will  been  invariably  upright,  and 
warped  with  no  irregular  inclination  ?  are  you  wholly  unpolluted  with  this 
adultery  of  the  heart  ? 

I  wait  not  for  a  reply.  I  have  often  heard  you  plead  guilty  to  all — ^yes. 
Is  all  and  every  of  these  charges  respectively. 

TiUr.  Where,  and  when,  Aspasio  ? 

dtp*  In  the  most  sacred  places,  and  on  the  most  solemn  occasion.      And 
mi  jon  only,  but  a  whole  multitude  of  self-condemned  criminals.     Oi*'' 
dhnnh,  you  know,  has  ingrafted  the  decalogue  into  her  public  service ;  ai 
twylit  til  her  mmben  to  anawery  after  the  repetition  of  eac\k  commKL 
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:iit,  "  Ixird,  have  nicrcy  upon  us,  niul  incline  our  hpnrU  to  keep  this  law," 

tbere  smy  tmnac  in  thcBO  words  ?    or  have  wo  any  meaning  when  we  utter 

jni  ?  If  we  have,  surely  they  must  imply  an  acknowlwigmcnt  of  disobe- 
lienue  in  every  particular.  The  criminal  arraigucd  at  the  bar  never  falU  on 
knt'es,  and  craves  forj^veness,  till  he  either  confesses  or  is  convicted- 
'hiB  tlii;n  must  be  the  purport  of  our  reaponse,  "  We  are  verily  guilty  con- 
*niing  this  thing  ;  and  we  humbly  implore  both  pardoning  mercy  for  the 

lat,  and  strengthening  grace  for  the  future." 

Give  'mo  Icaro  to  urge  my  question  a  little  fartlier.  Is  there  a  single 
lay  in  which  you  have  not  tranagresaed,  some  way  or  other,  this  sacred  rule  ? 

Tier.  If  the  law  of  Ood  will  dispense  with  no  deviation,  not  even  in  the 
irst  starts  of  thought,  or  the  least  wanderings  of  desire — But  snrely  to  affirm 
his,  is  to  extend  the  law  beyond  all  reasonable  bounds.  The  motions  of 
'vil  desire,  if  indulged,  are  undoubtedly  criminal.  But  are  they  also,  when 
estrained,  breaches  of  duty  ?  I  should  rather  imagine,  that  snch  teinpta- 
ions  are  thrown  in  our  way  for  the  trial  of  our  obedience — which,  had  they 
10  power  over  our  affections,  would  not  be  trials  ;  and  when  they  are  rp9»- 
utely  withstood,  cannot  be  faults. 

Air/r.  What  was  the  judgment  of  our  reformers  ?  and  what  is  the  voice  of 
lur  church  ?  We  may  find  both  in  the  ninth  Article.  "  Although  there  ie 
10  condemnation  for  them  that  believe  and  are  baptized,  yet  the  apostle  doth 
confess,  that  concupiscence  and  lust  hath  of  itself  the  nature  of  sin."  It  is 
lot  said,  concupiscence   hath  then  only  the   nature  of  sin  when  it  is  ripened 


DliXOOUS  Till.  137 

what  aggrmTaling  arcamstancea,  to  an  eye  perfectly  pure,  and  infinitely 
paietiBtiiig? 

Instead  of  attempting  to  extenuate  our  ofiencea,  let  us  make  some  such 
impioTing  leflectioiia :  ^^  If  this  holy  law,  which  prohibits  the  minutest 
fiulure,  form  the  indictment ;  if  this  all-discerning  God,  who  sifts  our  con- 
duct oTen  to  the  smallest  defect,  be  the  judge ;  if  our  personal  goodness, 
which  abounds  with  imperfections,  be  our  plea ;  what  can  we  expect  at 
that  decisiYe  hour,  when  the  Lord  shall  "  lay  judgment  to  the  line  and  righte- 
ousness to  the  plummet?"  Isa.  xzviii.  17-  Surely,  this  consideration 
shonld  incline  us  to  adopt  the  wise  and  ardent  wish  of  the  apostle,  '^  That 
we  may,"  now,  in  this  our  day,  ^'  win  Christ,  and,"  at  the  last  tremendous 
audit,  ^  be  found  in  him  ;  not  having  our  own  righteousness^  which  is  of  the 
law,*  for  the  foundation  of  our  hopes,  ^'  but  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God,  by  iaith  in  Jesus  Christ,"  Phil.  iu.  8, 9. 

Connder  the  law  in  its  nobler  capacity,  as  enjoining  whatever  is  excellent. 
Can  yon  hope,  Theron,  to  be  justified  by  it,  if  you  fiedl  short  of  its  demands, 
not  barely  in  a  few  instances,  but  in  every  action  of  your  life,  and  every 
temper  of  your  heart  ? 

Tker.  Such  a  hope,  cherished  amidst  such  circumstances,  would  be  falla- 
aoQS  and  absurd  ;  but  I  trust  I  am  not  so  very  faulty,  or  rather  so  entirely 
ibandoned,  as  your  interrogatory  supposes. 

Atp,  Have  you  duly  weighed  the  perfection  and  spirituality  of  the  divine 
law  ?  It  is  a  transcript  of  tiio  unspotted  purity  and  absolute  rectitude  of 
the  divine  nature.  It  requires  an  unreserved  obedience  to  all  God's  com- 
mands, and  a  most  unfeigned  submission  to  all  his  dispensations ;  without 
regretting  the  former  as  a  grievous  yoke,  or  repining  at  the  latter  as  rigorous 
treatment.  It  calls,  not  only  for  external  duty,  but  also  for  the  most  upright 
imaginations  and  devout  afiections.  Nay,  it  insists  upon  the  exercise  of 
every  virtue,  and  that  in  the  highest  degree :  love  to  God,  without  the  least 
hikewarmness,  and  love  to  all  our  neighbours,  without  any  unkindness ;  a 
■mctity  of  desire  that  knows  no  stain,  and  a  humility  of  mind  that  is  free 
from  all  elatement.  In  a  word,  it  requires  us  to  be  perfect,  ^^  even  as  our 
Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect,"  Matth.  v.  48. 

Do  any  of  your  actions  come  up  to  this  exalted-  standard  ?  Are  any  of 
your  graces  thus  refined  ? 

Ther,  Am  I  then  absolutely  an  insolvent  before  the  great  Lord  of  the 
universe  ?  Have  I  no  lamb  in  my  fold  without  a  blemish  ?  nothing  in  my 
life,  nothing  in  my  heart,  but  what  is  defective  and  defiled  ? 

Atp,  Indeed,  my  friend,  this  is  not  your  condition  alone,  but  the  condi- 
tion of  the  most  irreproachable  person  on  earth.  There  is  none  perfect,  in 
any  character  or  in  any  work,  no  not  one.  None  that  obeys  the  divine  laW, 
aniformly,  invariably,  and  completely. 

Cast  your  eye  upon  the  names  which  are  subjoined  to  those  beautiful 
prints.  How  elegant  is  the  engraving !  how  accurate  are  the  letters  \  The 
strokes  most  delicately  fine  !  their  shape  most  exactly  true  !  Let  me  ask 
you  to  transcribe  them  with  your  pen,  and  make  the  copy  equal  to  tho 
original.  Preserve  all  the  noble  boldness  of  the  Roman  stamp,  and  all  the 
giaoefnl  softness  of  the  Italian  touch. — ^What  ?  could  you  not  execute  this  task, 
eten  in  your  present  unimpaired  health,  and  with  the  exertion  of  all  your 
akin  ?     How  ahapiefrilly  then  must  you  fall  short,  if  your  eyes  were  dim 
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A'itli  age,  if  your  hands  shook  with  a  paralytic  disorder,  and  your  under- 

itanding  was  opprtascd  with  a  lethargic  dulnetw?     Such  is  really  the  case 

with  regard  to  all  the  children  of  men.     Our  nature  ia  depraved,  our  moral 

'  ilitiea  are  enervated,  and  ouc  intcltectuol  faculties  clouded.      And  can  we, 

such  a  state  of  impotence,  tranacribo  that  sacred  system  which  is  the  very 

niagc  of  God — transcribe  it  into  our  tempers,  and  render  it  legible  in  our 

es,  without  diminiBhingone  jot  or  tittle  of  its  perfect  purity? 

Ther.  Tliough  I  fall  short,  there  arc  Christians  of  a  much  higher  class; 

Christians,  I  do  not  doubt,  who  have  these  laws  written  on  their  hearts,  all 

whose  tempers  are  cast  into  this  heavenly  mould.     Nor  am  I  myself  with- 

jut  hopes  of  making  more  FOnsidetable  advances  in  holiness. 

Arp.  May  your  hopes  be  quickened  into  vigorous  endeavours,  and  your 
endeavours  be  crowned  with  abundant  success !  What  you  suppose  con- 
cry  eminent  Christians,  I  cannot  wholly  admit,  neither  do  I  wholly 
leny.  They  may  have  all  their  tempers  east  into  the  heavenly  mould  ;  but 
lien  they  are  conformed  to  the  sacred  pattern  only  in  part.  There  is  a 
isemblance,  yet  not  such  as  that  clear  and  steady  mirror  (pointing  to  a 
nc  glass  over  the  chimney-piece)  exhibits,  but  such  as  some  turbulent  and 
nuddy  stream  reflects.  If  the  breasts  of  these  eminent  Christians  were 
rmed  on  the  model  of  Drusiis'a  house  *,  I  verily  think  you  would  hare  a 
wer  opinion  of  their  acquisitions  in  virtue. 

Duvid,  whom  God  himself  dignifies  with  the  most  exalted  of  all  charac- 
after  his  own  heart :" 
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dreamed,  was  a  due  complianco  with  the  demands  of  the  first  table.  The 
young  ruler  seems  to  have  been  under  the  same  delusion,  when  he  had  the 
assurance  to  declare,  ^^  All  these  things,"  which  are  prescribed  by  the  divine 
law,  ^^  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up,"  Matth.  xix.  20. 

A  more  pestilent  opinion  it  is  scarce  possible  for  the  mind  of  man  to 
entertain.  And  nothing  can  appear  more  egregiously  mistaken,  if  wo  con- 
sider the  vast  comprehensive  scope  of  the  sacred  precepts,  and  are  convinced 
that  they  require  a  most  exact  conformity,  in  every  particular  and  every 
punctilio. 

Ther.  Is  there  nothing  valuable,  then,  in  regularity  of  conduct  uid 
integrity  of  heart  ?  nothing  valuable  in  our  acts  of  charity  and  habits  of 
virtue  ?  nothing  whatsoever  that  may  recommend  us  to  our  Maker  ? 

Afp*  From  our  fellow-creatures  they  stand  entitled  to  respect,  imitation, 
tnd  gratitude ;  but  before  infinite  perfection  they  must  drop  their  claim, 
and  lie  prostrate  in  the  dust,  imploring  forgiveness,  not  challenging  a 
reward.  We  all  discern  a  beauty  and  a  twinkling  lustre  in  the  stars,  when 
viewed  under  the  shades  of  night :  but  when  the  magnificent  source  of 
day  arises,  their  beauty  vanishes,  their  lustre  is  darkness.  Such  are  human 
aooooiplishments  when  compared  with  the  perfect  law,  or  beheld  by  the 
piercing  eye  of  the  supremely  glorious  God. 

Tker.  Methinks  this  notion  confounds  the  difierence  of  good  and  evil ; 
and  by  rendering  all  our  actions  blameable,  would  render  them  all  alike. 
This  is  levelling  vrith  a  witness ! 

A9p,  It  only  shows  that  there  are  blemishes  in  all ;  whereas  some  are 
flaw  and  blemish  all  over.  Is  there  no  difference  between  the  lcoi)ard'8 
spots  and  the  raven's  foot  ?  If  I  maintain  that  neither  of  those  animals  are 
perfectly  white,  doth  this  imply  that  both  are  equally  black  ? 

All  we  perform,  however  specious  it  may  seem,  is  very  far  short  of  our 
elevated  rule,  therefore  cannot  procure  the  divine  favour,  or  entitle  us  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  Nay,  if  God  should  enter  into  judgment  witli  us,  on 
the  foot  of  our  own  performances,  he  would  discover  such  defects,  even  in 
the  choicest  instances  of  our  obedience,  as  must  render  them  matter  of 
condemnation  *,  not  meritorious  of  applause. 

Be  pleased  to  observe  this  penknife. — What  can  be  more  exquisitely  keen 
than  the  edge,  or  more  nicely  polished  than  the  blade  ?  but  how  do  they 
appear  when  beheld  through  one  of  those  microscopes  ? 

Tker,  The  edge  less  sharp  than  the  woodman's  axe,  or  rather  more  blunt 
than  his  iron  wedge.  The  polish  resembles  a  mass  of  coarse  metal  rudely 
hammered  on  the  anvil. 

Awp,  How  very  delicate  is  the  cambric  which  forms  your  ruffles,  and  gives 
such  an  ornamental  air  to  your  whole  dress !  nothing  can  be  finer  than  the 
threads,  or  more  exact  than  the  texture ;  but  what  is  their  appearance  in  a 
microscopic  view  ? 

Tker.  You  would  take  the  fine  threads  for  hempen  cords ;  and  would 
almost  be  positive,  that  they  had  been  wattled  together  by  the  clumsy  hands 
of  the  hurdle-maker,  rather  than  curiously  wove  in  the  artist's  loom. 

AMp.  That  lovely  piece  of  enamel,  which  makes  a  part  of  your  ladjr^s 

*To  thif  Miertion  St  Cyril  bears  a  very  express  testimoiiy :  *'Even  those  of  our 
•ctioiia  wfaicfa  seem  to  be  performed  in  a  right  manner,  could  not  escape  censure  aud 
Uame,  if  God  riiovld  examine  and  bring  them  to  the  test.*' 
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peasUe  eqaipage,  quite  channa  the  ■pectator  with  the  jnatneaa  of  its  figure 
&nd  the  radttmcy  of  its  colours.     But 

Ther.  Under  the  scrutiny  of  this  seftrchitig  instrument  it  loses  all  its 
elegance  ;  and,  instead  of  winning  our  Admiration,  provokes  our  contempt. 
It  looks  like  a  heap  of  mortar,  plastered  on  by  the  muon's  trowel. 

Atp.  You  SCO  then,  Theron,  wh&t  gross  indelicacies,  what  bungling 
inequalities,  this  supplementary  aid  to  our  sight  discovers,  even  in  the  most 
finished  works  of  human  art.  So,  and  abundantly  more,  does  the  immacn- 
late  purity  of  God  discern  imperfections  in  our  mc«t  upright  deeds  And  most 
guarded  hours. 

I  said  immaculate,  and  I  ought  to  have  said  more;  for  God  is  not 
only  unerringly  wisd  to  detect,  but  infinitely  pure  to  abhor,  all  contamina- 
tion. Angela,  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  are  endowed  with 
immaculate,  hut  the  Lord  is  poeaessed  of  infinite  parity.  Have  jrou  con- 
sidered this  attribute  of  the  Godhead,  Theion  ? 

Th^r.  I  have ;  and  not  without  amazement  at  the  charming,  the  awful 
descriptions  of  it,  which  occur  in  the  sacred  writings.  God  is  not  only  holy, 
but,  OS  the  lawgiver  of  the  Jews  very  sublimely  expresses  himself,  "glorioDsia 
holiness,"  Exod.  iv.  ll.  The  sacred  penmen,  treating  of  this  illustrious 
perfection,  seem  to  labour  the  important  point.  They  indulge  the  loftiest 
flights  of  imagination,  they  employ  the  boldest  figures  of  speech,  and  odd 
the  most  glowing  colours  of  eloquence;  not  without  frequent  acknowledg- 
ments,  that  all  the  force  of  language  is  abundantly  too  feeble  for  the  unutter- 
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Jdiorah  dttiiig  upon  his  throne^  and  the  princes  of  heaven  adoring  at  hia  foot-  ' 
stool,  seised  with  a  pang  of  xeverential  fear  he  cried  out,  ^^  Woe  is  me !  I  am 
undone !  for  I  am  a  man  of  nnclean  lips !"  Isa.  vi.  5.  When  Ezekiel  beheld 
sn  emblematical  representation  of  him  who  dwelleth  in  light  inaccessible ; 
'wh^ti  the  Ancient  of  Days,  veiled  under  a  human  shape,  appeared  to  Daniel ; 
though  one  was  a  devout  priest,  and  each  was  an  eminent  prophet,  yet,  over- 
whelmed with  a  mixture  of  veneration  and  terror,  they  both  ^'  fell  down  at 
his  feet  as  dead,"  Ezek.  i.  28.  Dan.  x.  8,  9  ;  and  this,  not  before  a  full  dis- 
l^y,  but  only  before  a  glimpse  of  the  Godhead,  which,  though  partial  and 
transient,  was  too  dazzlingly  bright  for  an  eye  of  flesh  to  bear. 

O  my  Mend !  my  Theron !  what  figure  must  our  mean  performances,  our 
low  attainments,  make  before  this  immensely  glorious  God  ?  Let  us  examine 
the  behaviour  and  spirit  of  Job  a  little  more  particularly.  He  is  one  of  your 
fiivourite  examples,  and  indeed  veiy  deservedly,  for  in  piety  he  had  no  supe- 
rior and  no  equal — ^^ there  was  none  like  him  in  the  earth;"  yet,  when 
he  has  to  do  with  the  Maker  of  all  things,  and  the  Judge  of  all  men,  he  pours 
ool  his  abashed  soul  in  these  very  remarkable  professions :  ^'  If  I  justify 
myself^  my  own  mouth  shall  condemn  me ;  if  I  say  I  am  perfect,  it  shall  also 
prove  me  perverse." — See  Job  ix.  20,  21.  30,  31,  32.  He  declares  yet  far- 
ther, ^  If  I  wash  myself  in  snow  water,  and  mi^e  my  hands  never  so  clean, 
yet  shalt  thou,"  O  righteous  and  eternal  God,  '^plunge  me  in  the  ditch;" 
manifest  me,  notwithstanding  all  this  care  and  circumspection,  to  be  a  guilty 
and  filthy  creature ;  yea,  so  very  guilty  and  filthy,  that  my  "  own  clothes," 
were  they  sensible  of  the  pollution,  "  could  not  but  abhor  me." 

This  he  confesses,  not  because  he  was  an  habitual  sinner,  or  chargeable 
with  any  scandalous  immorality,  but  because  his  mind  was  filled  with  the 
most  affecting  sense  of  God's  inconceivable  holiness  and  infinite  glory. 
^*  For,*  adds  the  venerable  sufferer,  '^  he  is  not  a  man  as  I  am ;"  but  a  Being 
of  such  extensive  knowledge  that  nothing  can  escape  his  discernment,  of 
sach  exalted  purity  that  every  spot  of  defilement  is  loathsome  in  his  sight. 
For  which  reason,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  '^  that  I  should  answer  him," 
with  reference  to  my  own  personal  righteousness,  "  or  that  wo  should  come 
together  in  judgment,"  on  any  such  footing,  without  confusion  to  myself,  and 
roin  to  my  cause. 

To  all  this  he  subjoins,  what  is  still  more  memorable  and  exemplary : 
"  Though  I  were  perfect,  yet  would  I  not  know  my  soul,  1  would  despise  my 
life."  He  supposes  himself  in  a  higher  state  than  your  most  advanced 
Christian,  "  though  I  were  perfect ;"  yet  even  in  such  a  state,  were  it  attain- 
able and  attained,  "  I  would  not  know  my  soul ;"  not  dwell  upon,  not  plead, 
no,  nor  so  mu<;h  as  cherish  a  thought  of,  my  own  accomplishments  and 
acquirements.  In  the  important  business  of  justification,  they  should  stand 
for  ciphers ;  they  should  be  thrown  into  shades ;  they  should  entirely  dis- 
appear. Nay  more,  "  I  would  despise  my  life  :"  my  life,  with  all  its  most 
shining  actions  and  most  distinguished  virtues,  should  be  reckoned  insignificant 
and  despicable ;  just  as  insignificant  and  despicable,  with  respect  to  this  great 
transaction,  as  a  wandering  spark  would  be,  if  appointed  to  diffuse  day  amidst 
the  darkness  of  night,  or  produce  spring  amidst  the  depths  of  winter. 

Ther,  Tliese  are  alarming  hints,  Aspasio,  I  must  confess.  A  law  which 
requires  an  exact  and  universal  obedience,  both  in  heart  and  life !  A  God  of 
sach  migesty,  purity,  and  glory,  that  men  of  the  most  approved  integrity  aro 
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.'prwlielmed  with  confueion  in  liia  presence !  I  bIibH  eonsiJer  tli^m,  at  my 
isurc,  with  the  attention  they  deserve.      At  present,  1  Iwlipve,  opportunity 

;;iving  us  the  slip.  Yonder  coach  eeems  to  be  moving  this  way,  and  the 
very  looks  like  Philander's. 

Aapaaio,  desirous  to  fix  those  convictions  which  are  of  the  last  conaeqncnce 
<  our  faith  and  salvation — very  deairoua  to  fix  them  on  his  friend's  mind, 

Alp.  Aa  your  visitants  are  at  a  distance,  give  me  leave  to  observe,  that  the 
isest  of  men,  attending  to  the  firet  of  theae  particulars,  has  poured  contempt 
j)i>n  all  human  excellency  :  "  There  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth,  that  doth 
lodand  ainneth  not,"  Eccl.  vii.  20.  The  apostle  of  Christ  takes  abame  to 
mself  on  the  same  account,  and  teaches  all  mankind  to  strike  the  sail  of 
If-conceit :  "  In  many  things  we  offend  all,"  James  iii.  2.  David,  conwder- 
g  the  latter  of  these  points,  praya  witli  the  utmost  earnestness,  "  Enter  not 
to  judgment  with  thy  servant,  O  Lord  1"  and  assigns  this  bumbling  reason 
IT  his  petition,  "  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  man  living  be  justified,"  Psalm 
1.  This  induced  NehemiaL,  who  hod  been  so  nobly  zealous  for  the 
of  his  God,  not  to  confide  in  his  own  valuable  services,  but  make 
pplication  to  forgiving  goodness:  "  Spare  me,  0  Lord,  according  to  thy  great 
lercy."  Neh.  xiii.  22. 
Had  I  set  before  you  the  example  of  the  poor  publican,  who  sinote  upon 
ia  breast,  durst  not  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  hut  cried,  from  the  bottom  of 
polluted  heart,  ''  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  I  "  Luke  xviii,  13 ;  self- 
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dran^  and  state  may  be  reduced,  if  thou  takest  away  thy  servant  by  this 
threatened  but  untimely  stroke.  And,  for  the  welfare  of  Judah,  for  the  honour 
of  ihy  name,  for  the  support  of  thy  own  worship,  O  spare  me  a  little  /  " 

Aspaaio  paused,  expecting  a  reply.      As  Theron  continued  silent  and 
mnsiiig,  Aspasio,  with  a  smile  of  benevolence,  proceeded — Come,  my  Thoron ! 
why  80  deep  in  thought  ?  have  you  any  objection  to  the  evidences  I  have 
produced  ?      They  are  some  of  the  most  dignified  characters  and  illustrious 
peraonages  that  could  be  selected  from  all  ages  :  kings,  princes,  and  patriots ; 
piieatSy  saints,  and  martyrs.     Should  these  be  deemed  insufficient,  I  can 
exhibit  a  larger  and  nobler  cloud  of  vntnesses  : — larger,  for  they  are  a  groat 
multitude,  which  no  man  can  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and 
people,  and  tongues;  nobler,   for  they  stand  before   the  throne,  and  bo- 
fate  the  Lamb,  clothed  vnih  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their  hands.      Ask 
those  shining  armies,  Who  they  are,  and  whence   they  came?      Tlieir 
asBWer  is  comprised  in  one  of  my  favourite  portions  of  Scripture,  one  of 
those  delightful  texts,  from  which  I  hope  to  derive  consolation,  even  in  my 
last  moments.      For  which  reason,  you  will  allow  me  to  repeat  it,  though  it 
I     may  perhaps  be  mentioned  in  a  former  conversation  :  ^'  We  arc  they  who 
came  out  of  great  tribulation ;  and  have  washed  our  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  therefore  are  we  before  the  throne,"  Rev. 
Tii.  14,  15. 

Some  of  them  laid  down  their  lives  for  the  sake  of  Christ ;  many  of  them 
were  eminent  for  works  of  righteousness ;  all  of  them  were  endued  with  real 
holiness.  Yet  nono  of  these  qualifications  constituted  tlieir  pa.ssport  into  the 
regions  of  endless  felicity.  They  had  "  washed  tlieir  robes,"  had  fled  to  the 
atonement,  and  pleaded  the  merits  of  Jesus  their  Saviour.  Hereby  they  had 
"made  them  white  ;"  this  was  the  cause  of  their  acquittance  from  guilt,  and 
their  complete  justification  :  and  therefore,  on  this  account,  their  persons  were 
accepted ;  they  were  presented  without  spot  before  the  throne,  and  admitted 
to  that  fulness  of  joy  which  is  at  God's  right  hand  for  evermore. 

Tker,  I  have  no  objection  to  your  witnesses.  But,  methinks,  your  doc- 
trine is  strangely  debasing  to  human  nature. 

Aip.  A  sign,  Theron,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  the  gospel  ; 
Khich  is  calculated,  as  the  eloquent  Isaiah  foretold,  to  humble  the  sinner  and 
exalt  the  Saviour*  :  "  The  loftiness  of  man  shall  be  bowed  down,  and  the 
haughtiness  of  man  shall  be  made  low,  and  the  Lord  alone  shall  he  exalted 
in  that  day,"  Isa.  ii.  11.  "  Man,  though  naturally  vain,  shall  be  made  sen- 
sible of  his  numberless  offi?nces  ;  shall  see  the  defects  which  attend  his  highest 
attainments  ;  shall  confess  the  impossibility  of  being  justified  by  the  deeds  of 
the  law  ;  and  place  all  his  hope  upon  the  propitiatory  death,  and  meritorious 
obedience,  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

•  "That  doctrine,**  said  an  eminent  divine,  "  which  tends 

To  humble  the  sinner, 

To  exalt  the  Saviour, 

To  promote  holiness, 
yoa  maj  embrace  as  sound  :  that  which  is  defective  in  its  influence  en  any  one  of  them, 
JDQ  should  reject  as  corrupt." 
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Theron,  impressed  with  the  last  con vorsation,  was  very  desiroua  torcsuma 
he  Buhject,  and  renew  the  important  debate.  With  thia  view  he  conducted 
's  iriend  into  a  retirement  commodious  for  the  purpose. 
Tliey  enter  a  spacious  lawn,  which  lay  opposite  to  the  house,  and  stretched ' 
taelf  in  the  form  of  an  expanded  fan.  The  mounde  on  either  side  were 
.reSHcd  in  verdure,  and  ran  out  in  a  slaoting  direction.  The  whole,  to  an  eye 
ilaced  at  a  distance,  bore  the  resemblance  of  a  magnificent  vista ;  contractitig 
ly  glow  degrees  its  dimensions,  and  lessening  at  last  into  a  point,  which  the 
egulor  and  graceful  seat  with  all  imaginable  dignity  supplied. 
Nature  had  sunk  the  lawn  into  a  gentle  decline,  on  whose  ample  sides 
e  oxen  browsing  and  lambs  frisking.  The  lusty  droves  lowed  as  they 
led,  and  the  thriving  flocks  bleated  welcome  music  in  their  master's  ear. 
ng  the  midst  of  this  verdant  slope  ran  a  spacious  and  extensive  walk, 
fhich,  coated  with  gravel  and  fenced  with  palisadocs,  looked  like  a  plain 
tripe  of  brown  intersecting  a  carpet  of  the  brightest  green.  At  tlie  bottom, 
I  handsome  canals,  copiously  stocked  with  fish,  floated  to  the  breeze; 
vhose  waters,  beheld  from  every  front  room  in  the  house,  had  a,  fine  effeirt- 
)on  the  sight,  not  without  a  refreshing  influence  on  ,the  imagination.  At 
e  extremity  of  one  stood  a  stately  colonnade.       The  roof  was  elevated   oa 
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Over  this  recess,  so  pleasingly  horrid,  and  adapted  to  solemn  musings, 

mroae  an  open  and  airy  belvidere.      You  ascend  by  winding  stairs ;  and 

c<Nniiig  from  the  nncouth  abode  below,  are  sweetly  suq>rised  with  an  elegant 

hexagon.     The  ceiling  lofty,  and  decorated  with  the  softest,  richest,  almost 

ft)wiiig  fret-work.     The  wainscot,  in  pannels  of  oak,  retained  its  native 

sabuin ;  flo  beantifully  plain,  that,  like  an  amiable  countenance,  it  would 

have  been  disfigured,  rather  than  improved,  by  the  most  costly  paint.     On 

this  were  disposed,  in  gilded  frames,  and  to  great  advantage,  a  variety  of 

CBtertaiaing  landscapes.     But  none  surpassed,  none  equalled,  all  were  a 

foil  toi,  the  noble  lovely   views  which   the   windows  commanded.     The 

ddmney-piece,  of  white  shining  marble,  streaked  with  veins  of  vivid  red : 

over  it  was  carved  a  fine  festoon  of  artificial,  in  it  was  ranged  a  choice 

eoHeeiian  of  natural  flowers.     On  a  table  of  glossy   walnut  lay  a  port- 

aUe  telescope,  attended  with  Thomson's  Seasons,  and  Vanieril  Premium 

Raffimifi*. 

The  whole  was  fitted  up  in  the  highest  taste,  and  furnished  with  every 
pkMoimble  ornament,  on  purpose  to  harmonise  with  that  lavish  gaiety, 
wbieh  seemed  to  smile  over  all  the  face  of  nature  ;  on  purpose  to  correspond 
vidi  ihmt  vernal  delight,  which  came  breathing  on   the  wings  of  every 
fiigtuit  gale  :  I  may  add,  on  purpose  to  remind  the  beholder  of  those  im- 
mortal mansions,  which  are  decorated  with  imagers  infinitely  more  splendid, 
with  objects  unspeakably  more  glorious ;  where  holy  beings  will  spend,  not 
•f   I  few  vacant  hours  in  refined  amusement,  but  a  boundless  etomity  in  the 
consummation  of  joy.     For,  to  a  well-turned  mind,  nature  is  a  preceptor ; 
and  these  are  her  instnictive  lessons ;    to  the  pure  in  heart,  even  sense  is 
edifying ;  and  these  are  its  delicate  moralities. 

The  redundant  waters  of  the  canal  rolled  oflp  in  a  spreading  cascade ;  which, 
tombling  from  many  a  little  precipice,  soothed  the  air  with  a  symphony  of 
soft  and  gurgling  sounds,  nor  ever  intermitted  the^'obliging  oihco, 

"  From  mom  to  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve." 

Bat  when  the  fanning  breezes  dropped  their  wings,  when  the  feathered  choir 
\      were  hushed  in  sleep,  when  not  so  much  as  a  chirping  grasshopper  was  heard 
\      throughout  the  meads,  this  liquid  instrument  still  played  its  solo,  still  pur- 
I     sued  its  busy  way,  and  warbled  as  it  flowed  melodious  murmurs. 
I         Atp,  Such,  Theron,  so  uniform,  iminterrupted,  and  invariable,  should  be 
our  conformity  to  the  divine  law.     But,  alas  !    those  sacred  precepts  are  so 
.     exoeeding  broad,  that  the  most  enlarged  human  obedience  is  far  from  being 
]     commensurate  to  their  extent ;  so  absolutely  holy,  that  our  highest  attain- 
ments fall  vastly  short  of  their  exalted  perfection.     How  then  can  we  expect 
jastification  from  such  a  consummate  rule  ?     How  dare  wc  place  our  depen- 
I     denoe  upon  such  imperfect  duties  ?  especially  before  a  God  of  unerring  dis- 
eemment  and  immaculate  purity. 

Tker.  Because  mankind  are  incapable  of  pleasing  their  Maker,  by  yielding 
aa  abeolnte  and  invariable  obedience  to  the  moral  law ;  does  it  follow  from 
tiience,  that  they  cannot  render  themselves  acceptable  to  him,  by  an  universal 
oouBe  of  sincere  obedience  ? 

i:?/       *  "  Vaaierii  Prsdinm  Rosticam  :*'  A  most  elegant  Latin  Poem  ;  which  treats  of  every 
f I.       iCBHukable   pecnliarity   relating  to  the  business  of  a  country  life,  or  the  furniture  of  a 

eovnlrv-neat.  It  entertains  na  with  a  description  of  the  most  agreeable  objects,  iu  an  easy 

iov  of  the  purest  language,  and  most  musical  numbers. 
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A^.  I  thiok  it  follows,  fvsta  what  haa  been  tAteaiy  obflerred.  If  ym 
desire  new  arguments,  thej  are  at  hand. 

Tho  law,  Bays  the  teacher  of  the  Gentiles,  is  the  ministration  of  condem 
nation,  2  Cor,  iii.  7-  How  can  this  he  tmo,  if  it  requires  no  more  than  i 
■incere  obedience ;  snch  as  is  proportioned  to  our  infirm  state?  If  this  bi 
sufficient  to  justify,  and  entitle  ns  to  our  Creator's  foTonr,  the  law  ceaaes  U 
be  the  ministration  of  coadcmnation.  It  becomes  (which  'is  flatlj'  coatnt 
dictory  to  the  apostle's  doctrine)  the  ministration  of  rightoousneM. 

The  law  is  styled,  by  the  same  inspired  teacher,  '*a  scboolnasterto  briB| 
ns  to  Christ*."  How  can  it,  upon  your  supposition,  be  qualified  for  such  aa 
office  ?  If  a  ainccro  obedience  be  the  whole  of  its  demands,  it  can  no  loi^n 
^rect  ns  to  Christ,  it  will  no  longer  delirer  ns  over  to  a  Redoenter's  merit  \ 
but  must  draw  and  attach  ua  to  itself,  teaching  ns  to  look  upon  its  precept^ 
ud  our  own  conscientious  observance  of  them,  as  tho  tenure  of  eternal  life. 

Do  you  insist  upon  a  third  proof  ?  A  third  prcsenta  iteelf ;  not  so  mudi 
founded  on  argumentation,  as  deduced  from  example.  How  was  Abraham, 
ttie  fticnd  of  Ood  and  father  of  the  faithful,  justified?  By  a  course  of  sincen 
obedience?  No;  but  by  faith  in  the  promised  Messiah.  "Abraham  worked 
not,"  with  a  view  to  obtain  justification;  "but  believed  on  him  whojnstifietii 
the  ungodly."  How  was  David,  the  man  after  Ood's  own  heart,  jostified  f 
By  his  seal  for  the  Lord,  and  by  his  eminent  scrrices  7  No ;  but  by  a 
righteonsnesB  imputed ;  even  that  righteousness  of  the  blessed  Redeemer, 
through  which  *'  iniquity  is  forgiven,  and  sin  pardoned.'     And  can  wo  bs 
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hnulity,  Irat  may  feel  some  litile  emotions  of  pride.  In  short,  because  jon 
HB  wemky  I  wiU  connive,  or  eren  aocommodate  mj  demands  to  your  enfeebled 
depraTed  ooaditicm.'' 

to  nige  (what  must  be  shoddng  to  every  ear)  that  such  a  doctrine 
»mild  make  the  Holy  One  of  God  a  minister  of  sin,  and  the  gospel  of  oar 
pIvatioB  a  patent  Ua  licentiousness;  let  me  only  ask,  Does  this  agree  with 
■V  Lovd'fl  declaration,  ^^  One  jot  or  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  fitom  the  law, 
liB  all  be  fiilfilled  T  Matth.  t.  la  Is  this  suitable  to  the  perfections  of 
fkm  divine  Legislator,  *^  with  whom  is  no  variableness,  nor  shadow  of  turn- 
ip r  James  i.  17*  Will  this  consist  with  the  avowed  resolution  of  the 
Ahyghty  J^ovah,  ^'  He  will  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable  V 
I.  xliL  21. 

n^r.  However  yon  may  decry  what  I  call  the  milder  law,  St.  Paul 
it  to  be  the  Christian  scheme.     This  he  strenuously  argues  for,  as  the 
Lfriy  scheme  by  which  any  man  can  be  justified  in  the  sight  of  God. 

J^.  Does  he,  Theron  ?    in  what  epistle  ?    what  chapter  ?    what  verse  ? 
It  says,  addressing  himself  to  the  Galatian  converts,  ^' I  do  not  frustrate 
is  gmoe  €Kf  God,  for,  if  righteousness  come  by  the  law,  Christ  is  dead  in 
^  Ma,*  GaL  ii.  21.    From  which  passage  we  learn  two  very  momentous  truths, 
Ibi  were  we  to  derive  a  justifying  righteousness  from  the  law,  this  would 
mat  only  be  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  grace,  but  subversive  of  its  very 
bng;  that  by  seeking  justification  through  our  own  conscientious  behaviour 
wn  make,  as  &r  as  in  us  lies,  the  death  of  Christ  a  vain  thing,  for  which 
no  occasion,  and  of  which  there  is  no  use. 
To  the  same  purpose  it  is  written  in  that  invaluable  epistle  to  the 
If  they  which  are  of  the  law  be  heirs,"  if  they  who  trust  to  their 
perfmnance  of  the  law  are  thereby  entitled  to  the  heavenly  inheritance, 
**  bitii  is  made  void,  and  the  promise  made  of  none  effect,"  Ilom.  iv.  14. — 
Bee  now,  my  friend,  the  tendency  of  your  opinion !    It  is  not  a  mere  spccu- 
kdve  mistake,  an  error  of  inconsiderable  consequence,  but  such  as  strikes  at 
Ike  fimdamentals  of  the  gospel.    Instead  of  being  the  only  Christian  scheme, 
it  totally  overthrows  Christianity  itself  * ;   for  it  would  render  the  promise 
abortive,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  faith ;    it  would  destroy  the  very 
cxiitenoe  of  grace,  and  make  even  the  death  of  Christ  a  superfluous  trans- 
action. 

Tker,  This  I  see,  Aspasio,  that  the  method  of  obtaining  acceptance  on 
aeeoant  of  our  own  sincerity,  is  a  benign  expedient,  such  as  corresponds 
with  the  compassionate  nature  of  the  Deity,  and  is  what  the  apostle  styles, 
"being  justified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law." 

dip.  How !  To  be  justified  by  faith,  and  justified  by  sincerity,  the  same 
ttng?  Is  it  possible  that  these  diould  be  equivalent  terms?  Let  me  illustrate 
aj  query  by  a  similitude,  which  our  present  situation  suggests.  Sometimes 
IB  easy  comparison  is  more  convincing  than  a  laboured  argument. 

From  this  pleasing  eminence  we  command  an  extensive  view  of  the  country. 
Our  eye  connects  the  artless  grandeur  of  nature  with  the  elegant  cmbcUisli- 

*  St.  Fanl  says  of  those  preachers  who  taught  jastification  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
"tbey  wonld  pervert/*  or  (as  the  original  word  /Atra^r^tiraeu  may  be  translated)  subvert 
aU  overtiurow  **  the  gospel  of  Christ.**     To  pervert,  give  a  wrong  turn,  or  a  false  colour, 

H  BOC  to  express  folly  the  apostle's  idea,  nor  to  preserve  the  native  energy  of  his 


express  fully  the  apostle'.   ,    _ 

srganent.    Tlie  Greek  word  is  equivalent  to  the  the  Hsbrew  i^n,  which  we  generally 
reader  e9trUr€,    Gal.  i.  7. 
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ments  of  tlie  Bnmmer-lioiiae.  Nor  is  the  public  road  tho  least  entertaining  pal 
of  tlie  scene ;  because  it  presents  us  with  a  moving  picture,  with  a  pcvpeM 
succession  of  new  objects.  How  many  travellers  have  passed  in  review  ■■■ 
we  took  our  seat  in  this  agreeable  elevation !  Just  at  this  instant  a  atagS 
coach  bolts  out  of  the  lane,  filled,  I  presume,  with  passengers  that  residB 
the  neighbourhood,  or  are  to  lodge  in  the  next  market-town.  We  will 
pose  them  set  down  at  their  journey's  end.  An  acquaintance  vimts 
congratulates  them  on  their  arrival,  and  asks  the  customary  question,  ** 
they  came  ?"  "  Wo  came,"  they  say,  "without  walking  a  step  ourselTeii 
by  walking  as  well  and  as  far  as  we  were  able."  Is  this  answer  intellij^ 
Are  these  methods  of  travelling  consistent?  So  intelligible  is  my  friend^s* 
trine ;  so  consistent  is  justification  vouchsafed  without  the  deeds  of  the 
and  justification  obtained  by  ixsrforming  the  deeds  of  the  law  as  well  ae  m 
are  able. 

Ther.  Without  the  law,  signifies  without  the  necessity  of  an  exact  ifl 
unerring  conformity  to  it.  J 

Atp,  This  is  not  without,  but  by  the  law,  qualified  in  the  rigour  of  fl 
denuinds,  and  departing  somewhat  from  the  perfection  of  its  precepif 
Could  you  aflirm,  with  any  propriety,  that  this  part  of  the  hemisphen  1 
•without  the  sun,  because  an  intervening  cloud  has  moderated  its  fervour  aa|. 
mbatcd  its  glare  ?  i 

What  says  the  apostle  ?  His  words  in  another  place  will  determine  \m 
meaning  in  this.  If  a  state  of  acceptance  with  God  be  of  works,  be  reM 
able  to  our  own  obedience,  whether  sincere  or  perfin^t,  ^^it  is  no  more  4 
grace*."  Works  and  grace,  in  point  of  justification,  are  irreconcilable  eppAj 
eites.  On  this  pinnacle  they  cannot  stand  together.  One  must  snppUl 
and  overthrow  the  other.  1 

But  why  do  I  speak  of  grace  i  If  my  friend's  opinon  prevail,  grace  ii  ■ 
an  end.  What  we  took  to  be  the  gospel,  turns  out  a  covenant  of  wmld 
Salvation  ceases  to  be  a  free  gift,  and  becomes  a  necessary  payment.  la 
^^  to  him  that  workcth,"  that  performeth  what  the  law  requires,  ^*  ia  Ifa 
reward  not  reckoned  of  grace,"  but  he  may  claim  it  as  his  due,  it  must  fe 
paid  him  as  a  matter  of  debt ;  Rom.  iv.  4. 

Ther,  You  take  no  notice  of  what  I  urged  concerning  the  benignity  ( 
this  scheme,  and  how  much  it  magnifies  the  clemency  of  the  great  Legislaia 

Asp.  But  why  should  clemency  erect  its  throne  on  the  ruins  of  alnuM 
every  other  attribute  ?  This  method  would  dishonour  the  veracity  of  Qoi 
which  has  denounced  a  curse  upon  every  deviation  from  his  revealed  w3 
It  would  de])reciate  the  administration  of  his  justice,  which  cannot  bi 
punish  whatever  violates  his  sacred  precepts.  It  would  greatly  derogaft 
from  the  dignity  of  his  law,  and  make  it  a  mere  thing  of  wax,  to  bend,  aai 
truckle,  and  take  its  form  from  the  sin  and  weakness  of  human  nature. 

Ther.  Will  the  divine  law  then  make  no  farourable  allowances  for  haind 
infirmities,  for  constitutional  faults,  and  strength  of  passion  ? 

A»p.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  represent  the  law  of  the  Most  High,  eitlid 
more  strict,  or  more  yielding,  than  it  really  is.     To  avoid  all  possibility  o 

*  Rom.  zi.  6.  The  paimge  produced  hj  Aspasio,  refem  immediately  to  the  doctrinto 
election,  and  but  remotely  to  the  i^ririlege  of  justification.  However,  as  the  fornNr  la 
eludes  the  latter,  if  that  be  perfectly  free,  this  cannot  be  the  conaequenee  of  works.  Hi 
aiycanccnt  therefore,  I  apprenend,  la  couclusWet  tVioM^Vv  tV\«  ^roof  ii  not  to  direct. 
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kA  ft  mistake,  let  ns  hear  the  declaration  of  the  law  itself:  ^^  Cursed  ia 
■Vf  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of 
pikw,  to  do  them,"  Gal.  iii.  10. 

'ETeiy  one ;"  without  any  exception  of  persons,  ¥rithout  any  regard  to 

'jp  of  human  weakness  or  violent  temptation.     ^^  That  continueth 

.;"  it  is  not  enough  to  observe  these  holy  commandments  in  the  general 

of  our  conversation.     Our  course  of  obedience  must  be  without  any 

ion,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  reason  to  the  latest  period  of  life. 

all  things ;"  we  must  refrain  from  all  the  sins  that  are  forbidden,  and 

every  approach  towards  them.     We  must  practise  all  the  virtues  that 

icajoined,  and  in  their  fall  extent  of  perfection. 

h  a  word,  the  law  insists  upon  obedience,  perfect  in  its  principle,  perfect 
[|D  its  parts,  perfect  in  every  degree,  and  in  each  of  these  respects  per- 
The  least  deficiency  in  any  one  particular  renders  us  liable  to  ven- 
and  notwithjtanding  any  repentance  for  trangressions,  notwith* 
ing  all  pretensions  to  sincerity  of  heart,  subjects  us  to  ^e  curse.. 
^  Tlieron  paused ; — ^he  seehned  to  be  struck  with  surprise; — but  rallying  his 
its,  replied.  If  this  be  the  sense  of  the  passage,  who  of  all  flesh  ean  bo 
bed? 

dip.  Say  rather.  If  the  extent  of  the  divine  law  be  so  enlarged,  if  its 
Imands  be  so  high,  and  its  sanction  so  awfully  rigorous,  then  must  ''every 
■oath  be  stopped;  then  is  all  the  world  become  guilty  before  God;  and>l^ 
k  works  of  the  law  shall  no  man  living  be  justified." 

T%er,  Will  not  such  excessively  severe  doctrine  drive  people  into  despon* 
loKy,  or  even  drown  them  in  despair  ? 

Agp,  No,  Theron!  unless  it  be  such  a  despair  as  is  the  parent  of  heavenly 
inpe,  and  productive  of  those  amiable  twins — peace  and  joy?  A  despair,  I 
of  being  reconciled  to  our  offended  God,  and  of  obtaining  eternal  hap- 
by  any  satisfaction  or  any  duties  of  our  own. 
T%er.  Surely  you  forget  the  gracious  manifesto  published  by  the  conde- 
ioBoding  King  of  heaven :  '^  If  there  be  first  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accepted, 
ieeording  to  what  a  man  hath,  not  according  to  what  he  hath  not,"  2  Cor. 
m  12.  Is  it  not  plain  from  this  text,  that  infinite  goodness  will  admid 
nr  honest,  though  imperfect  endeavours ;  and  since  we  are  not  able  to  pay 
■  OBsinning,  will  mercifully  accept  our  best,  obedience  ? 

Jip,  I  do  not  forget,  but  possibly  my  friend  may  misapply,  the  gracious* 
auiifesto.  To  whom  was  the  word  of  this  consolation  sent  ?-  To  truo' 
lefieveiH,  who  had  "  given  their  own  selves  to  the  Ijord,"  2  Cor.  viii.  5;  who- 
were  established  in  Christ,"  2  Cor.  i.  21  ;  "and  abounded  in  faith,"  2  Cor. 
m.  7-  If  you  likewise,  my  dear  Theron,  acknowledge  yourself  a  vile  sinner 
I  your  worst,  and  an  unprofitable  servant  in  your  best  estate ;  if,  in  conse- 
oencc  of  this  acknowledgment,  you  fly  for  refuge  to  the  wounds  of  a  cru- 
ified  Saviour,  and  rely  for  salvation  only  on  his  obedience  unto  death  ;  then 
oa  imitate  those  Corinthian  converts ;  then  you  may  apply  that  indulgent 
Klaiation  to  yourself ;  and  then  would  I  venture  to  address  you  in  the 
legant  and  cheering  language  of  the  royal  preacher,  "  Go  thy  way,  eat  thy 

*  Tliat  the  law  insists  upon  an  obedience  absolatelj  perfect,  will  be  farther  evident  to 
t  stteatiYe  reader,  if  be  considers  the  tenor  of  St  PauVs  argnmentation,  in  his  epistles 
the  Soniaos  and  to  the  Galatians,  paiticularly  Rom.  iiL  23,  ir.  15  ;  GaL  iii.  21, 
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broad  with  joy,  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  meny  heut;  tor  Ood  Bini 
acccpteth"  *  both  thy  pcison  and  thy  perfoimancn. 

But  if  you  OTerlook  the  righteousness  of  the  hlcsKd  Jesus  ;  ir  yon  depai 
upon  yourself  and  your  own  attunments;  yon  arc  (how  shall  1  ipcok  it  ?)  ao 
accepted,  but  accursed.  In  snch  a  case  yon  have  already  heard  jronr  data 
denounced  by  the  leader  of  the  Jews,  and  may  hear  it  ratified  by  the  apaatt 
of  the  Oenlil»8 ;  "  As  many  as  ore  of  the  works  of  the  law,"  who  seek  jnili 
fication  by  their  own  observauce  of  its  conunands,  "  are  nuder  the  cun^ 
Gal.  iii.  10. 

TAer.  Under  the  curse !  because  oni  attempts  to  obey,  though  faithfn^ 
exerted,  arc  attended  with  defects !  Is  not  this  unreasonable  and  sliocki^ 
Unreasonable,  that  the  Got)  of  justice  should  establisli  a  law  of  such  OM 
summato  perfection,  as  no  child  of  Adam  can,  even  with  his  utmost  avidiiifa 
and  care,  fulfil?  Shocking,  that  the  God  of  mercy  slionld  thander  ontv 
■evero  a  denunciation  on  the  least  inadvertent  brcadi,  on  every  unavoiiUll 
failure  ?  This  exceeds  the  relentless  rigonr  of  Draco,  or  the  tyrannical  imp^ 
sitions  of  f^^yptian  task-masters.  Dmeo  is  said  to  have  written  his  Uwffa 
blood;  yet  he  never  enacted  such  institutions  as  were  absolutely  too  strict M^ 
difficult  to  bo  ol)Bcr\-cd.  And  though  the  Egyptian  task-mastcm  innsted  npn 
the  full  tale  of  bricks,  without  allowing  tho  necessary  proportion  oT  atiawi 
yet  tho  punishment  they  inflicted  was  incomparably  less  than  overiaitiM 
destruction. 

Atp.  If  God  Almighty,  in  delivering  his  law  to  follen  mankind,  inteidel 
to  propose  the  means  of  their  justification,  your  argument  would  be  vaK^ 
ami  your  inference  undeniable.  But  the  Supremo  Legislator  had  a  very  &f 
forcnt,  a  fur  more  mysteriona  design.  However,  before  I  proceed  to  tooA 
uprm  this  point,  let  me  dcmrc  to  know  your  opinion. — For  what  raaBoa^ 
think  yon,  was  the  law  ordained  ? 

Tier,  l-'or  what  rcnsons  ?  To  deter  men  from  the  commiwion  of  vice,  saj 
excite  them  to  tlie  practice  of  virtue.  To  set  before  them  a  mle  for  tU 
conduct,  which,  if  they  diligently  ohscrvc,  they  shall  be  rewarded  iritk 
vtem.tl  happiness ;  which,  if  they  presumptuously  transgress,  they  shall  h 
punislicd  with  eternal  misery. 

Atp.  If  man  had  never  fallen,  this  doctrine  had  been  sound  (tirinifry,  bm 
this  method  a  jiractieable  scheme.  But  ever  Knee  the  fall,  such  a  way  a 
■alvation  ia  snmcwh.^t  like  tlie  north-east  pasaa^.  As  monntaina  of  ice,  tm 
the  severest  rigoura  of  winter  block  up  this, — so  extreme  impotence  in  nn 
and  the  utmost  pi'rfection  in  the  law,  bar  op  that.  **  The  law,'  saith  thi 
apostle,  "  is  weak  ;"  is  incnpahlc  of  furnishing  us  with  a  title  to  the  heare^ 
felicity ;  not  through  any  defect  in  its  precepts,  hut  "  through  the  fled^' 
through  the  inability  of  our  degenerate  nature. 

Yi-t  1  must  confess  you  are  not  alono  in  your  opinion.  Multitudes  ban 
anwarily  <  i  7 n  >ni  <l  tli<  sime  notion;  not  apprehensive  that  they  finstak 
hereby  ili.  '    li.  awMndcr  it  of  d  -    ■      ■- 
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•elTcfl.     If  Toa  examine  the  scriptural  account,  you  will  find  it  quite  of 
laotlier  atraiii. 

Tkar.  Pksy  let  me  hear  the  Bcriptuial  account.  For  whenever  those  divine 
«Bclea  apeak,  I  am  all  attention :  4  wherever  they  interpose  their  authority,  I 
■i  an  sabmisBion. 

iCi^p.  *^  By  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin,"  Rom.  iii.  20.     Far  from  being 

«r  jnatifier,  it  is  our  accuser.     It  arraigns,  and  proves  us  guilty.     It  demon* 

ftetes,  beyond  all  posmbility  of  contra^ction,  that  the  very  best  among  us 

kre  &iled  and  come  short  of  our  duty ;  nay,  that  the  very  best  among  us 

I  kte  done  amiss,  and  dealt  Ynickedly. 

I  ^1  was  alive  ¥nithout  the  law  onoe,"  says  the  apostle,  Rom.  vii.  9.  I 
Isagfat  myself  upright  and  holy ;  and  entitled,  by  virtue  of  these  qualifici^ 
iMHi  to  life  eternal.  ^  But  when  the  commandment  came,"  shining  in  its 
^fsrity,  and  operating  with  power,  ^'  sin  revived :"  A  dear  and  lively  sense  of 
[  pilt  diot,  like  a  piercing  ray,  through  all  my  soul.  I  saw  myself  chargeable 
vilfa  many  past  provocations.  I  felt  myself  subject  to  much  remaining  cor- 
iqption.  In  consequence  of  which  ^'  I  died :"  my  vain  conceits  were  blasted ; 
^  presumptuous  hopes  expired ;  I  could  not  but  acknowledge  myself  jusUy 
Uile  to  condemnation  and  death. 

Ther.  It  had  this  effect  on  Saul,  when  he  was  a  malignant  and  barbarous 
fsnecutor.  But  when  people  are  virtuous  and  benevolent,  what  purpose 
does  it  then  serve  ? 

Atp*  A  very  important  one ;  yet  such  as  may  probably,  at  the  first  hear- 
■g,  affect  you  with  a  little  surprise.      ^'  The  law  entered,"  says  the  apostle, 

*tiiat  the  offence  might " 

■    Ther,  Be  restrained,  no  doubt. 

Atp,  ^^  That  the  offence  might  abound,"  Rom.  v.  20,  is  the  assertion. 

Ther,  Surprising,  indeed  !  Is  it  possible  that  God's  law  should  give  coun- 
tnanoe  to  sin  ?  nay,  add  spurs  to  the  sinner  ? 

Aip,  Let  us  beware  of  mistaking  our  sacred  casuist.     The  law  entered,  not 

;  lilt  the  commission  of  sin  might  be  authorised,  but  that  the  abundance  of 

I  Mr  sins  might  be  manifested ;  that  all  mankind,  even  your  virtuous  persons, 

I  my  perceive  the  great  multitude  of  their  iniquities,  the  greater  impurity  of 

Arir  hearts,  together  with  the  utter  imperfection  of  tlieir  highest  attainments 

iMlbest  services. 

This  end  could  not  be  answered  by  a  law  relaxed  in  its  demands,  or  warp- 
■fg  to  our  weakness ;  only  by  a  system  of  precepts  every  way  exact,  and  in 
lU  degrees  perfect.  Whoever  would  represent  to  his  neighbour  the  spots  that 
idly,  or  the  scars  that  disfigure  his  countenance,  must  effect  the  design,  not 
by  a  stuned,  but  by  a  pure  mirror. 

Tker.  ^*  The  knowledge  of  sin,  and  a  conviction  of  our  exceeding  sinful- 
IBSB  :*  these  are  intentions  which  I  should  not  have  suspected. 

Aap.  These  are  not  all.  There  is  another  intention  of  the  law,  equally 
\  and  no  less  awful :  ^*  It  reveals  the  wrath  of  God  against  all  ungod- 
and  unrighteousness  of  men,"  Romans,  i.  18.  Having  set  before  the 
innumerable  offences  and  enormous  guilt,  it  denounces  the  doom 
wUdi  he  deserves ;  it  unsheathes  the  sword  of  justice,  and  threatens  the 
•fender  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Tker.  A  modem  writer  supposes,  that  God  may  set  aside  the  law  in  favour 
of  fraiJ  jnen.      I  might  hr  more  reaaonahty  suppose,  that  he  wo\M  mitigata 
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the  law,  on  fhe  same  connderation.  But  what  jaa  urge  malcca  mc  nfrad  (o 
lean  on  so  precarious  a  prop. 

A^,  To  look  for  comfort  and  salvation  from  this  quarter,  would  be  to  lean, 
as  the  Aiablan  proverb  speaks,  "  on  a  ware  of  the  sea,"  which  will  not  only 
fail  to  Bupport,  but  will  certainly  swallow  up  the  unadvised  and  imdi 
depender. 

No,  Theron ;  rather  than  the  divine  law  should  lose  its  hononra,  Sodon 
and  Gomorrah  were  laid  in  ashes ;  the  ancient  world  was  destroyed  with  a 
deluge ;  the  prce«nt  frame  of  nature  is  destined  to  the  flames,  and  all  iti 
unholy  inhabitnnts  will  be  condemned  to  hcU.  Nay,  rather  than  the  least 
tittle  should  pass  unaccomplished,  its  curse  has  been  execntod  on  GUkI's  own 
Son,  and  all  its  injunctions  have  been  fulfilled  in  the  person  of  Jesus  ChrisL 

TAer.  As  I  dare  not  confide  in  the  modem  provisionary  sojeo,  so  n^tbet 
can  1  accede  to  your  severe  and  terrifying  notions.  The  laws  of  a  wise  and 
beneficent  governor  are  calculated  for  the  good  of  his  subjects. — What  good, 
what  advantage  can  aecrue  to  uB,  bom  receiving  such  a  sentence,  and  poa- 
sessing  such  convictions? 

Aiip.  Though  I  might  mention  many  advantages,  I  shall  content  myadl 
with  selecting  one,  which  is  not  only  valuable  in  itsslf,  but  the  introdnctioa 
to  every  spiritual  blessing.  When,  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  law,  and 
the  illumination  of  the  Spirit,  we  are  brought  nnder  such  convictions,  then 
we  are  taught  to  see  our  danger ;  then  we  are  made  to  feel  onr  misery  ;  and 
tiien  we  shall  no  longer  sleep  in  security,  but  solicitonsly  look  out  for  deliver- 
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Hie  Btag,  roused  from  his  lair,  shakes  his  dappled  sides,  tosses  bis  beamy 
head,  and,  conscious  of  superior  agility,  seems  to  defy  the  gathering  storm. 
You  see,  speaking  of  poeti^,  I  have  caught  something  of  the  poetical  strain. 

A^,  This  enlivened  manner  excites  my  eagerness,  and  makes  me  more 
desirous  to  hear  the  sequel. 

Tker.  First,  he  has  recourse  to  stratagem,  and  evasive  shifts.  He  plunges 
into  the  copse,  darts  across  the  glade,  and  wheels  about  in  doubling  mazes, 
as  though  he  would  pursue  even  the  foe  he  avoids.  The  full-mouthed  pack 
anravei  aU  his  windings,  and  drive  him  from  his  wily  arts. 

Now  he  betakes  himself  to  flight,  and  confides  in  his  speed.  He  bursts 
through  the  woods,  bounds  over  the  lawns,  and  leaves  the  lagging  beagles  fur 
bdiind.  The  beagles,  slow  but  sure,  trace  his  steps  through  woods,  through 
kwns,  through  half  the  extended  forest :  Unwearied,  still  unwearied,  they 
uge  tiieir  ardent  way,  and  gain  upon  the  alarmed  object  of  their  pursuit. 

Again'  he  flies,  flies  with  redoubled  swiftness ;  shoots  down  the  steep ; 
akrains  up  the  hill ;  and  takes  shelter  in  the  inmost  recess  of  some  sequestered 
grove.  The  sagacious  hounds  hang,  with  greedy  nbstrils,  on  the  scent.  They 
Reorer,  by  indc&tigable  asradnity,  the  ground  they  had  lost.  Up  they  come 
a  tliird  time ;  and,  joining  in  a  general  peal  of  vengeance,  hurry  the  affrighted 
aaimal  from  his  short  concealment. 

Perplexed,  and  in  the  utmost  distress,  he  seeks  the  numerous  herd.  He 
would  lose  himself,  and  elude  his  pursuers,  amidst  the  multitude  of  his  fel- 
''lows.  But  they,  unconcerned  for  a  brothers  woe,  shun  the  miserable  crea- 
ture, or  expel  him  from  the  selfish  circle.  Abandoned  by  his  associates,  and 
haunted  with  apprehensions  of  approaching  ruin,  he  trembles  at  every  leaf 
that  shakes.  He  starts  ;  he  springs  ;  and  wild,  and  swift  as  the  wind,  flies 
he  knows  not  where,  yet  pours  all  his  soul  in  fliglit.  Vain,  vain  are  his 
efforts !  The  horrid  cry,  lately  lessened,  thickens  upon  the  gale,  and  thunders 
in  his  ear.  Now  the  poor  breathless  victim  is  full  in  view  :  his  sprightliness 
forsakes  him  ;  his  agility  is  spent.  See  how  he  toils  in  yonder  valley  with 
Altering  limbs  and  a  hobbling  gait !  The  sight  of  their  game  quickens  the 
pace,  and  whets  the  ardour  of  the  impetuous  hounds.  With  tumultuous  vio- 
lence they  rush  in,  and  with  clamorous  joy  demand  their  prey. 

What  can  he  do,  surrounded  as  he  is  vrith  insulting  tongues  and  ravenous 
jaws  ?  Despair  is  capable  of  inspiriting  even  the  timorous  breast.  Having 
Bothing  to  hope,  he  forgets  to  fear.  He  faces  about,  and  makes  a  resolute 
stand.  The  trunk  of  a  sturdy  tree  covers  his  rear,  and  his  own  branching 
boms  defend  him  in  front.  He  rushes  upon  his  adversaries,  gores  some,  lays 
others  grovelling  on  the  turf,  and  makes  the  whole  coward  pack  give  way. 

Encouraged  by  this  unexpected  success,  his  hopes  revive.     He  rallies  once 
again  his  drooping  spirits ;  exerts  the  little  remainder  of  his  strength,  and 
springs  through  the  midst  of  the  retiring  rout.     It  is  his  last,  last  chance. 
He  stretches  every  nerve  ;  once  more  loses  sight  of  the  rabble  from  the  ken- 
I    Del ;  and,  finding  no  security  on  the  land,  takes  to  the  water !      He  throws 
I    his  burning  sides  into  the  river,  sails  down  the  cooling  stream,  and  slinks 
I    away  to  the  verge  of  some  little  shelving  island.     There,  finding  a  resting- 
place  for  his  feet,  he  sculks  close  to  the  shady  margin.     All  immersed  in  the 
wave,  excepting  only  his  nostrils,  he  bafiles  for  a  while  the  prying  eye  of  mai 
and  the  keener  smell  of  brute. 

Diacorered  at  length,  and  forced  to  quit  this  unavailing  refuge,  he  din 
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the  slippery  bank.  Unable  to  fly  any  longer,  lie  stands  at  bay  againa 
aged  wUlow ;  stands,  all  faint  with  toil,  and  sobbing  with  angnish, 
crowds  that  gather  round  him  with  merciless  and  ootrageoos  traaq 
triumph  in  his  misery.  A  multitude  of  blood-thirsty  throats,  joined  ^ 
the  sonorous  horn,  ring  his  funeral  knell.  The  tears,  till  this  &tal  ins 
unknown,  gush  from  his  languishing  eyes,  and  roll  down  his  reeking  dbe 
He  casts  one  more  look  on  the  woods,  the  lawns,  the  pleasii^  scenes  ol 
former  delights  ;  and,  determined  to  die,  prepares  to  sell  his  life  as  dei 
possible. 

At  this  most  critical  juncture,  the  royal  sportsman  comes  np.  He  seei 
distressed  creature,  and  as  soon  as  he  sees,  he  pities !  The  demency  wi 
attends  the  throne,  accompanies  even  the  diversions  of  majesty.  He  is 
the  high  command.  The  prohibitory  signal  is  given.  The  pack,  the 
raving  for  blood,  are  checked  in  a  moment ;  and  not  checked  only,  but  a 
off  from  the  prey.  Disappointed  and  grumbling  they  retire,  and  leave 
intended  victim  of  their  fury  to  enjoy  his  liberty,  his  safety,  and  his  • 
again. 

I  have  now  followed  the  stag  till  I  have  tired  your  patience.  Why 
you  suffer  me  to  run  on  at  this  extravagant  rate  ?  You  know  I  am,  on  tl 
favourite  topics,  an  everlasting  talker. 

Asp.  \Vliy  this  apology,  Theron  ?  I  am  sure  you  did  not  see  my  mc 
yawn,  or  my  head  nod,  while  you  was  pursuing  your  subject.  Besidei 
intend  to  make  reprisals,  and  put  your  attention  to  the  same  trial. 

Thus  the  strictness  of  the  law  pursues  the  soul ;  dislodges  it  from  ei 
refuge  of  lies ;  and  never  remits  its  terrifying  menaces,  till  the  poor  delinqi 
ceases  from  self-confidence,  and  fixes  on  Christ  for  his  whole  salvation. 

The  man,  perhaps,  is  awakened  into  a  serious  concern  for  his  eternal  M 
In  consequence  of  which,  he  relinquishes  bis  profane  and  iniquitous  practi 
breaks  the  Sabbath,  and  defrauds  his  neighbour,  no  more.  But  the 
qnickly  represents,  and  in  a  glaring  light,  that  a  negative  obedience  is  b] 
means  sufficient. 

Upon  this  he  betakes  himself  to  a  course  of  positive  holiness ;  gets  acquaii 
with  religious  people,  and  performs  religious  duties ;  prays  in  secret, 
attends  public  ordinances  ;  conscientiously  observes  the  Lord's  day,  and  n 
lates  his  behaviour  by  the  rule  of  God's  commandments.      Now,  he  is  re 
to  congratulate  himself  on  his  remarkable  and  hopeful  reformation. 

Soon  he  perceives,  that  all  his  proficiency  is  but  skin-deep,  a  mere  out 
varnish,  which  has  not  penetrated  the  inner  man.  He  begins,  therefon 
watch  over  the  motions,  and  bewail  the  evils  of  his  heart.  He  laboun 
subdue  pride,  and  curb  passion ;  to  purge  out  filthy  lusts,  and  to  ba: 
spiritual  wickedness.  Notwithstanding  ^  his  vigilance,  conscience  fli€ 
his  face,  either  for  the  neglect  of  some  virtue  or  the  commission  of  some 
The  law  rings  in  his  ear  that  dreadful  denunciation,  ^^  Cursed  is  he  that 
^rmeth  not  all  things." 

Struck  by  this  conviction,  his  wounds  bleed  afresh.  He  is  obliged  to  i 
some  new  balm  for  his  sore.  In  order  to  appease  an  offended  God, 
atone  for  his  sinful  relapses,  he  makes  many  sorrowful  confessions,  poes 
submits  to  voluntary  sufferings.  He  denies  himself,  and  bestows  liberally 
the  poor :  he  sighs  deeply  and  mourns  bitterly.  But  can  waters  thftt 
muddy  cleanse  the  garment  that  is  filthy  \     "WVit  \iio\k  vatiaCy^  O  ^raia  n 


DIALOOUB  IS.  ]^5 

wih  thou  mJdafy  for  ono  nn  by  committing  another  ?  In  theae  penitential 
exereiaea,  were  thy  thoughts  steadily  devout  ?  In  those  acts  of  beneficence, 
was  thy  heart  warmly  afiectionate  ?  If  not,  such  fiincied  reparations  of  past 
bults  only  aggrayate  the  heavy  score. 

What  shall  he  do  ?  He  cannot  pay :  to  beg  he  is  ashamed.  Fain  would 
he  enter  into  life,  yet  not  be  too  much  indebted  to  grace.  He  attempts, 
fteiefore,  to  compound  ¥rith  Heaven.  He  binds  himself  by  solemn,  ])erhap8 
by  sacramental  engagements,  to  use  greater  circumspection  for  the  future  ; 
then  turns  his  eye  to  the  divine  Mediator,  not  with  a  view  of  relying  wholly 
on  his  righteousness,  but  only  to  obtain  such  a  supply  as  may  make  up  the 
deficiencies  of  his  own.  Somewhat  like  this  was  the  mistake  of  the  Galatian 
eoaverto,  against  which  St.  Paul,  in  his  epistle  to  that  people,  so  solidly  dis- 
pates,  and  so  sharply  inveighs.— -For  a  while  he  holds  fast  his  purposed 
iiiegrity.  At  length,  falling  notoriously  short  in  executing  his  part,  a  start- 
Eag  voice  sounds  in  his  ear  that  dreadful  alarm,  ^^  Cursed  is  he  that  continueth 
■ot*  His  heart  sinks  with  discouragement,  and  all  his  resolutions  hang  their 
enfeebled  heads.  He  has  tried  every  method  that  he  can  devise,  and  has 
iband  eveiy  method  ineffectual.  All  his  expedients  are  a  spidei^s  web,  and 
Ui  hope  is  as  the  giving  up  of  the  ghost. 

His  soul,  pursued  by  the  law,  and  hunted  by  terror,  is  brought  to  the  gates 
of  death,  or  the  very  brink  of  despair.  And  now  the  King  of  kings,  now 
the  Lord  our  righteousness,  appears  for  his  rescue.  Now  is  accom])li»lied 
that  gracious  declaration,  ^'  O  Israel,  thou  hast  destroyed  thyself,  but  in  me 
is  thy  help,"  Hos.  xiii.  9.  Driven  from  every  false  refuge,  and  drawn  by  the 
blessed  Spirit,  he  comes  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  Clirist.  Convinced  of  the 
an  of  his  nature,  the  sin  of  his  life,  and  the  sin  of  his  best  duties,  he  renounces 
himself  in  every  view.  This  is  all  his  salvation,  and  all  his  desire,  that  he 
may  win  Christ,  and  be  found  in  him.  Did  that  poor  afflicted  woman  say, 
**  If  I  may  but  touch  his  garment,  I  shall  be  whole  ?" — With  equal  ardour 
docs  this  enlightened  sinner  cry,  "  If  I  may  but  have  fellowship  with  the  glo- 
rious Immanuel,  in  his  merits  and  in  his  benefits,  I  am  alive  from  the  dead, 
I  am  happy  for  ever." 

Haring  seen  a  glimpse  of  the  transcendent  excellency  of  the  Redeemer  s 
person ;  having  received  a  taste  from  the  inexhaustible  fulness  of  his  grace ; 
0  how  he  longs  for  brighter  manifestations  !  how  he  thirsts  after  more  plen- 
tiful draughts ! — None  that  come  to  Christ  are  cast  out.  He  that  awakens 
these  ardent  desires,  in  his  due  time  gives  the  desired  blessings.  After  vari- 
ous conflicts,  a  comfortable  and  established  faith  is  wrought  in  the  penitent's 
woL  He  believes  that  the  Son  of  the  Most  High  died  in  his  stead,  and  was 
obedient  for  his  justification ;  believes  that  all  the  unsearchable  riches  of  the 
idoied  Mediator  s  life  and  death  are  his  portion. 

By  this  faith  his  heart  is  purified,  his  heart  is  quickened,  he  is  fitted  for 
ereiy  good  work.  Though  temptations  assault  him,  he  derives  strength  from 
his  Saviour ;  "  resists  the  devil,  and  is  faithful  unto  death."  Though  gorrup- 
tioDs  defile  him,  he  flies  to  the  "  fountain  opened  for  uncleanness,"  Zech.  xiii. 
1 ;  makes  daily,  hourly  application  of  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  and  goes  on  his 
way  rejoicing  in  God  his  Saviour. 

Tker.  Your  discourse  puts  me  in  mind  of  Absalom's  procedure  when  J^ 
rtluaed  to  make  him  a  visit.  The  prince  ordered  his  servants  to  set  on  n^ 
the  geocnTs  standing  com,  2  Sam.  xiv.  30.     This  stratagem  had  its  intenc 
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effect,  Tlic  appn'Iicnsion  of  danger  droTe  him,  when  tlic  respectful  invitation 
fould  not  lead  him,  to  a  pereonal  interview.  Yon  seem  to  suppose  that  the 
aw  was  delivered  with  such  a  deragn — to  lay  us  under  the  necessity  of  flying 
A  the  atonement  of  Christ. 

Afp.  I  du,  Ttieron.  And  for  this  opinion  I  have  far  better  authority  than 
ny  own  Hup|HJsition.  We  we  aasnred  by  unerring  wisdom,  that  "  Christ  is 
he  end  of  the  law,"  Rom.  x.  4.  It  i)oint8  invariably  to  him  ;  it  tenninatea 
wholly  in  liim  ;  anii  then  obtains  its  first,  its  principal  purpose,  when  sinnere 

e  brought  to  their  divine  Redeemer  for  righteouaneae  and  strength  ;  for  thkt 
righteousness  which  entitles  to  heaven,  that  strength  which  capacitatea  for 

r  hath  concluded  all  mankind  under  sin,"  Gal.  iii.  10;  yet  not 
with  an  intention  that  any  should  be  discouraged  now,  or  perish  for  ever ; 
but  that  every  one  may  see  his  inespres^ble  need  of  a  Saviour's  death,  and  ■ 
Savioui's  obedience ;  that,  being  thus  j)repared  both  to  value  and  receive  M  • 
precious  a  blessing,  the  promise  of  justification  "  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  may  , 
|je  given  to  them  that  believe." 

Let  us  advert  to  this  grand  aim  of  the  law.  Then  we  shall  see  goodnen,  , 
mquestionable  and  sovereign  goodness,  in  forming  its  constitution  so  euh-  ■ 
limelv  perfect,  and  making  its  threateninge  so  inflexibly  severe.  ExclusiTa  I 
)f  this  wholesome  severity,  we  should  supinely  diaesteem,  perhaps  wantonly 
■eject,  the  grace  of  the  gosjyel.      The  prodigal  son  would  never  have  returned 

'  s  father  in  tliat  hiiiiihle,  submissive,  supplicating  ]K>sture,  if  he  had  not 
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lAttle  they  recapitulate  the  convenntioii,  confirm  the  doctrine.  This  will 
make  you  some  amends  for  my  late  tedious  harangue.  This  will  tip  the  lead 
with  gold. 

*'  So  law  appears  imperfect ;  and  but  given 
With  purpose  to  resign  them,  in  full  time, 
Up  to  a  better  covenant ;  disciplined 
From  shadowy  types  to  truth  ;  from  flesh  to  spirit ; 
From  imposition  of  strict  laws,  to  free 
Acceptance  of  large  grace ;  from  servile  fear 
To  aiial ;  works  of  bw  to  works  of  faith.  **~.B.  zii  1.  300. 
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Jip,  Again,  Theron  !  Must  we  never  lay  aside  the  weapons  of  contro- 
leny? — ^You  put  me  in  mind  of  the  resolute  Athenian,  who,  having  fought 
with  distinguished  bravery  on  the  field  of  Marathon,  pursued  the  vanquished 
Penians  to  their  fleet.  At  that  very  instant  a  galley  full  of  the  enemy's 
tnwpe  was  putting  off  to  sea.  Determined,  if  possible,  to  prevent  their 
fseape»  he  laid  hold  of  the  vessel  with  his  right  hand,  which  was  no  sooner 
Czed,  than  chopped  off  by  the  sailors.  The  warrior,  not  at  all  discouraged, 
■eiied  it  with  his  left.  When  that  also  was  cut  away,  he  fastened  his  teeth 
in  its  side  ;  and  never  quitted  his  gripe  till  he  resigned  his  breath*. 

Tk4fr.  I  have  been  reconsidering  the  case  of  imputed  righteousness,  and  am 
by  no  means  satisfied  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  phrase,  or  the  truth  of  the 
doctrine,  especially  in  the  sense  which  you  espouse.  Objections  arise,  more 
sabetantial  and  weighty  than  any  that  have  hitherto  been  urged;  and  which, 
if  I  mistake  not,  you  will  find  it  a  more  difficult  task  to  answer. 

Asp.  I  must  do  my  best.  And  if  my  best  attempts  prove  unsuccessful,  I 
iliall  say,  with  the  gallant  Iphicrates,  when  overpowered  by  the  eloquence 
of  his  antagonist,  ^*'  My  adversary  is  the  better  actor,  but  mine  is  the  better 
play.* 

I  say  better ;  for  to  you,  Tlieron,  I  will  freely  own,  what  to  another  person 
I  dioidd  not  be  so  willing  to  disclose, — Hiat  I  receive  no  comfort,  but  from 
the  habitual  belief,  and  daily  application,  of  this  precious  doctrine.  When- 
efcr  I  read  the  most  correct  and  beautiful  writings  that  proceed  in  the  con- 
tiary  strain,  I  feel  my  spirits  heavy,  I  find  my  prospects  gloomy,  and  not 
one  ray  of  consolation  gleams  upon  my  mind.  Whereas,  much  meaner  com- 
poiitiona,  which  breathe  the  savour  of  this  evangelical  unction,  seldom  fail  to 
qnieken  my  hopes,  to  brighten  my  views,  and  put  into  my  mouth  tbat 
piously  alert  profession  of  the  Psalmist,  ^'  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  com- 
■andmentSy  now  thou  hast  set  my  heart  at  liberty,"  Psalm  cxix.  32. 
Thongh  I  am  far  from  la3ring  any  considerable  stress  upon  this  observation, 
frither  still  from  advancing  it  into  the  place  of  an  argument,  yet  I  may  be 
pennitted  to  mention  it  in  the  confidence  and  familiarity  of  friendship. 

Tker,  An  opinion  proposed  with  so  much  modesty,  and  so  nearly  con- 
leeted  with  my  Aspasio's  comfort,  has  doubtless  a  claim  to  my  serious  attcn- 

*  The  Atheniaik*s  name  was  CyoKgyrus.  The  author  who  relates  this  eztraordios 
itay  is  Jostio.  If  the  reader  should  think  it  a  rhodomontade,  I  believe  he  will  not  j w 
asrias.  And  I  promise  myself,  the  same  good  sense  will  enable  him  to  distinguish  bei^ 
what  is  hinted  bj  way  of  pleasantry,  and  what  is  urged  by  way  of  argument. 
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tion.  Otherwise  it  might  possibly  provoke  my  railleiy.  For  you  anil 
know  I  am  no  great  admirer  of  inward  feelings.  I  cannot  tliink  theok^ 
very  solid  method  of  demonstrating  your  point.  It  most  be  enforced  hff 
better  reasons,  if  you  would  gain  it  access  to  my  heart.  j 

We  must  place,  you  say,  a  dependence  upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  ag 
that  he  has  done  and  suffered.  What  he  has  done  and  suffered,  yon  add,  j| 
our  only  justifying  righteousness;  and  to  place  our  dependence  on  it,  iaH^ 
only  method  to  obtain  pardon  of  our  sins,  and  life  eterxial.  ^ 

A»p.  I  have  siud  it,  Thcron,  and  I*  abide  by  it.  This  being  the  righteooi). 
ness  of  God,  is ^ 

Ther.  Give  me  leave,  before  you  proceed  farther,  to  propose  a  T^^qtf 
Does  the  righteousnesss  of  God  signify  the  active  and  passive  obedience « 
Christ?  ■ 

Asp.  Righteousness  is  a  conformity  to  the  law  in  heart  and  in  life.  Atf 
the  Son  of  God  voluntarily  made  himself  subject  to  the  law,  perfectly  NU 
filled  its  precepts,  and  suffered  to  the  utmost  its  penalty ;  this,  I  shodf . 
imagine,  furnishes  us  with  the  truest  and  noblest  signification  of  the  phrus^f 

Ther.  Wliat  if  I  or  others  should  imagine  quite  the  reverse  ?  .j 

A»p.  I  thank  my  friend  for  his  admonition.  It  is  indeed  unrminnnihttj 
that  my  bare  imagination  should  pass  for  orthodoxy  and  truth.  Let  M 
then  inquire  after  better  proof.  ^ 

When  the  divine  name,  in  the  sacred  phraseology,  is  added  to  a  subsftaBd 
tive,  it  expresses  some  very  extraordinary  property.  "  The  trees  of  tliij 
Lord,"  Psal.  civ.  16,  denote  those  stately  and  magnificent  forests  which  thf) 
hand  of  the  Most  High  planted.  '^The  mountains  of  God*,"  are  thoi^ 
prodigiously  largo  elevations  of  the  earth,  which  none  but  an  almighty  aiii|j 
could  establish.  The  righteousness  of  God  likewise  means  a  righteousasH 
of  the  most  suporcminent  dignity ;  such  as  is  worthy  to  be  called  by  ha 
name,  and  may  justly  challenge  his  acceptance.  And  where  shall  we  find 
this,  but  in  the  conduct  and  person  of  his  blessed  Son  ?  Tliis  has  a  most 
unexceptionable  claim  to  the  exalted  title;  being,  as  a  masterly  critic  explaiaft 
the  phrase,  "a  righteousness  devised  by  God  the  Father,  from  all  eternity; 
wrought  out  by  God  the  Son,  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ ;  applied  by  God 
the  Holy  Ghost  to  the  sinner  s  soul."  ^ 

The9\  This  doctrine  of  yours,  if  I  rightly  understand  it,  would  mako^ 
remission  of  sins  but  one  half  of  our  justification,  and  something  else  necessaij ; 
in  order  to  obtain  eternal  life ;  which  is  just  as  rational  as  to  suppose,  thit , 
though  one  cause  may  expel  darkness,  another  must  supervene  in  order  to 
introduce  light. 

A»p.  Tlie  nature  of  justification,  and  the  nature  of  condemnation,  are  two 
opposites,  which  will  mutually  illustrate  each  other.  What  is  implied  in 
the  condemnation  of  a  sinner  ?  He  forfeits  eternal  life,  and  is  doomed  to 
eternal  death.  What  is  included  in  the  justification  of  a  sinner  ?  It  super- 
sedes his  obligation  to  punishment,  and  invests  him  with  a  title  to  happinesL 
In  order  to  the  first,  there  must  be  a  remission  of  sins ;  in  order  to  the 
second,  an  imputation  of  righteousness.  Both  which  are  derived  from 
Christ's  mediation  in  our  behalf ;  and  both  take  place  when  we  are  united 

*  Thii  is  the  import  of  the  original  &  wM  ^H,  Psalm  xxxvi.  verse  7,  Hebrew  ;  vertt 
6,  EngliMh, 
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to  thmt  divine  bead ;   so  that  we  do  not  derive  them  from  two  different 
soarces,  but  aacribe  them  to  one  and  the  same  great  all-safficient  Cause. 

Yonr  comparison,  though  intended  to  overthrow,  I  think,  fnUy  establiahcs 
the  sentiment.  When  yonder  bright  orb  makes  bis  first  appearance  in  the 
east,  what  effects  are  produced  ?  The  shades  of  night  are  dispersed,  and  the 
light  of  day  is  diffused.  To  what  are  they  owing — each  to  a  separate,  or 
both  to  the  same  origin  ?  Every  one's  experience  will  answer  the  question. 
Thus,  when  the  ^^  Sun  of  righteousness"  arises  in  the  soul,  he  brings  at  once 
pardon  and  acceptance.  Remission  and  salvation  are  under  his  wings.  Both 
which  constitute  the  ^  healing  of  the  nations,"  Mai.  iv.  2 ;  and  both  owe 
their  being  to  Christ's  obedience,  embraced  as  active,  and  not  rejected  as 
passive. 

Tker»  This,  I  know,  is  the  fine-spun  theory  of  your  systematic  divines. 
Bat  where  is  their  warrant  from  Scripture  ?  By  what  authority  do  they 
htrodnee  such  subtle  distinctions  ? 

Atp,  I  cannot  think  the  distinction  so  subtle,  or  the  theory  so  finely  spun. 
To  be  released  from  the  damnatory  sentence  is  one  thing ;  to  be  treated  as  a 
righteous  person,  is  evidently  another.  Absalom  was  pardoned  when  ho 
iceeived  a  permission  to  remove  from  Ge^ur  and  dwell  at  Jerusalem  ;  but 
this  was  very  different  from  the  recommencement  of  filial  duty  and  parental 
cadearment,  2  Sam.  ziv.  24.  A  rebel  may  be  exempted  from  the  capital 
puaidiment  which  his  traitorous  practices  deserve,  without  being  restored  to 
the  dignity  of  his  former  state,  or  the  rights  of  a  loyal  subject.  In  Christianity 
likewise,  to  be  freed  from  the  charge  of  guilt,  and  to  bo  regarded  as  a  righteous 
person,  are  two  several  blessings,  really  distinct  in  themselves,  and  often 
dirtingnished  in  Scripture. 

Tker.  Where  are  they  distinguished  ?  in  what  texts  of  Scripture  ?  Tliis 
ii  what  I  called  for — your  scriptural  warrant. 

Atp.  "What  think  you  of  Job's  reply  to  his  censorious  friends  ?  "God  forbid 
tbt  I  should  justify  you !"  Job  xxvii.  5.  That  he  forgave  them,  there  is  no 
doaht.  Yet  he  could  not  justify  them  ;  could  not  allow  their  reflections  to 
W  equitable,  or  their  behaviour  charitable. 

What  think  you  of  Solomon's  supplication  ?  "  Then  hear  thou  in  heaven, 
aid  do,  and  judge  thy  servants;  condemning  the  wicked,  to  bring  his  way 
Mfoa  his  h^id ;  and  justifying  the  righteous,  to  give  him  according  to  his 
'^teousness,"  1  Kings,  viii.  32.  To  condemn,  in  this  passage,  evidently 
■gnifies  to  pronounce  guilty,  and  obnoxious  to  punishment.  By  parity  of 
feason,  to  justify,  must  denote,  to  pronounce  righteous,  and  entitle  to 
iftppiness. 

What  says  Solomon's  father  ?  "  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servant, 
)  Lord !  for,  in  thy  sight,  shall  no  man  living  be  justified  !"  Psalm  cxliii.  2. 
I  man  might  be  pardoned,  if  judged  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  own 
ibedience.  But  no  man  could  be  declared  righteous,  in  consequence  of  such 
i  trial :  this  were  absolutely  and  universally  impossible. 

From  all  which  passages  I  conclude,  that  to  be  justified  is  different  from, 
I  superior  to,  the  bare  remission  of  sin. 

Tier,  All  these  instances  are  derived  from  the  Old  Testament ;  the  New, 
r  I  mistake  not,  speaks  another  language.  Consider  the  case  of  the  penitent 
oUican.  What  does  he  request?  **God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner T 
niat  docs  he  obtain  ?     ^'  lie  went  down  to  his  house  justified,"  Luke  xviii- 
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13,  14.  If»  then,  tlic  petition  and  the  grant  may  be  deemed  oorrespontel 
pardon  and  justification  must  be  reckoned  equivalent.  ^ 

Asp.  The  Old  and  Now  Testament  are^  in  their  style  and  oontenta,  exM|| 
correspondent.  Echo,  in  yonder  cloisters,  does  not  more  punctually  leigj 
berate  the  speaker's  voice,  than  those  divine  books  harmonize  vnth  eadi  otti(| 

Yet  it  will  not  follow,  from  the  publican  s  request  and  the  publican's  bliri 
ing,  that  pardon  and  justification  are  the  same :  only  that  Gtid's  boonty  fej 
quently  exceeds  our  prayers,  and  is  larger  than  our  expectations;  or  thatfl 
blessing  which  was  implored,  and  the  blessing  which  was  voudiaalBdf  SI 
inseparably  connected,  and  always  accompany  each  other. 

St.  Paul  mentions  '^  a  justification  of  life ;"  not  barely  an  exemption  tmi 
the  sentence  of  death,  but  such  a  justification  as  gives  a  title  (Rom.  v.  18^ 
the  reward  of  life.  The  words  arc  very  emphatical.  We  sholl  injiin  i|j 
dignity  of  their  meaning,  if  we  understand  them  in  a  more  contracted  seM 
Towards  the  close  of  the  same  chapter,  wo  have  another  passage  ridi  nH 
consolation,  and  full  to  our  purpose  :  '^  Grace  reigneth  through  righteoiMBiil 
unto  eternal  life,"  Rom.  v.  21.  Here  is  pointed  out  the  prime  source  of  4 
our  blessings — infinitely  free  and  triumphant  grace  :  the  meritorious  caiae^ 
not  any  works  of  man,  not  any  qualifications  of  our  own,  but  the  pafeU 
righteousness  of«our  Ijord  Jesus  Christ :  the  effect  or  end  of  all — ^which  isi|| 
barely  an  absolution  from  guilt,  but  an  instatemcnt  in  life;  a  life  of  holyoiflj 
munion  with  God  in  this  world,  to  be  crowned  with  an  eternal  froitioaf 
him  in  another. 

Let  me  produce  one  text  more,  which  just  at  this  instant  occurs  to  vg 
memory.  You  will  find  it  in  the  apostle's  defence  of  himself  before  Fcsfca 
and  Agrippa.  He  opens,  as  it  were,  his  apostolical  commission,  sal 
repeats  the  words  of  his  royal  Master :  ^^  I  send  thee"  to  ignorant  an 
enslaved,  guilty  and  ruined  creatures,  ^'  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  lig^ 
and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God ;  that  they  may  receive  forgivenesil 
sins,  and  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  sanctified  by  fjuth  that  is  i 
me,"  Acts  xxvi.  18.  The  great  preacher  of  the  Gentiles,  or  rather  A 
supreme  Lord  of  all  preachers,  has  distinguished  between  remission  of  ni 
and  the  inheritance  of  saints ;  between  the  pardcm  that  delivers  from  hel 
and  the  justification  that  entitles  to  heaven.  So  that  the  former  does  by  a 
means  constitute  the  latter ;  but  is  connected  with  it,  as  a  link  in  the  san 
sacred  chain  ;  or  included  in  it,  as  part  of  the  same  glorious  whole. 

Ther,  Admitting  your  distinction  to  be  proper,  is  not  the  satisfaction nnd 
by  the  death  of  Christ  sufficient  of  itself  to  obtain  both  our  full  pardon  sa 
our  final  happiness  ? 

A»p.  Since  my  friend  has  started  the  question,  I  may  venture,  with  al 
reverence  to  the  divine  counsels,  to  answer  in  the  negative ;  it  being  neon 
sary  that  the  Redeemer  of  men  should  obey,  as  well  as  suffer  in  their  stetd 
For  this  we  have  the  testimony  of  our  Lord  himself :  **  This  coromandmenti' 
says  he,  "  have  I  received  of  my  Father,  that  I  should  lay  down  my  Uib^ 
John  X.  18.  *'''  Thus  it  becomcth  us,"  adds  he  in  another  place,  ^^to  fulfil  al 
righteousness,"  Matth.  iii.  15.  To  which  his  apostle  subjoins,  that  if  w 
^'  reign  in  life,"  it  must  be  not  only  through  those  sufferings  which  expiaii 
but  also  through  that  righteousness  which  merits,  Rom.  v.  17* 

Ther,  Our  Lord's  testimony  relates  only  to  a  positive  institution,  and ' 
quite  foreign  to  our  purpose.     I  have  oCtcn  \>ccti  disgiaotied  at  such  strainc 
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pfiKealioiis  c^  Scriptnre.  The  partisans  of  a  83^8^1x1  wrest  the  sacred  book. 
hty  deal  with  divine  tmth  as  the  tTrant  Procrustes  served  those  unhappy 
italujrea  who  fell  into  his  merciless  hands.  Is  a  text  too  short  to  suit  their 
bsign  ?  Our  Procmstean  expositcws  can  stretch  it  on  the  rack,  and  lengthen 
li  tense.  Is  it  too  fall  to  consist  Yrith  their  scheme  ?  They  can  lop  off  a 
Uk,  secrete  a  sentence,  or  contract  the  meaning.  .  Is  this  to  reverence  the 
pat  C}od  ?   Is  this  to  treat  respectfully  his  holy  word  ? 

A^.  I  have  been  grieved,  I  assure  you,  and  disgusted  at  this  practice,  as 
neQ  as  yourself ;  a  practice  not  only  very  irreverent,  but  very  injudicious 
ibo.  It  really  prejudices  the  cause  it  would  unfairly  recommend.  Such  a 
ipport  is  like  ^^  a  broken  tooth,  or  a  foot  out  of  joint,"  Pro  v.  zxv.  19 ;  not 
idf  nnaerviceable,  but  hurtful ;  an  obstruction  rather  than  a  furtherance. 
lowever,  I  am  not  conscious  of  committing  any  violence  on  tltis  passage,  or 
I  forcing  it  into  my  service.  The  circumstuice  you  object,  rather  strengthens 
iuk  invalidates  the  conclusion.  If  it  was  so  requisite  for  our  blessed  Medi- 
lor  to  observe  a  positive  institution,  how  much  more  necessary  to  fulfil  those 
loni  precepts  whose  obligation  is  unalterable  and  everlasting  ? 

Besides,  it  should  be  considered  whether  Christ's  sufferings  were  a  com- 
kte  satis&ction  to  the  law.  Complete  they  were  with  regard  to  the  penalty, 
Bt  with  regard  to  the  precept :  a  distinction  obvious  and  imi)ortant.  From 
ffbenoe  arises  the  following  argument,  which,  for  once,  you  will  allow  me  to 
nopose  in  the  logical  fonn. 

By  what  alone  the  law  was  not  satisfied,  by  that  alone  sinners  could  not 
K  justified: 

By  Christ's  sufierings  alone,  the  law  was  not  satisfied  :^ 

Therefore,  by  Christ's  sufferings  alone,  sinners  could  not  l)e  justified. 

Bat  when  we  join  the  active  with  the  passive  obedience  of  our  Lord,  the 
efficacy  of  the  one  with  the  perfection  of  the  other,  how  docs  our  justification 
iluid  firm,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  word  ?  We  have  all  that  the  law 
inands,  both  for  our  exemption  from  the  curse,  and  as  a  title  to  tho 


Tker,  Does  not  the  Scripture  ascribe  the  whole  of  our  salvation  to  tho 
death  of  Christ?  delivering  it  as  a  never-to-be-forgotten  maxim  in  Chris- 
fanity,  that  '^  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,"  Eph.  i.  7 ;  '^  are 
knmght  near  through  the  blood  of  Christ,"  Eph.  ii.  13 ;  nay,  '^  that  we  are 
JDstified"  (the  very  point  under  debate)  '^  through  his  blood,"  Rom.  v.  9. 
^onld  the  inspired  writer  have  assigned  these  various  blessings  to  this  one 
anise,  if  it  had  been  a  price  inadequate  to  the  purchase,  or  a  means  insufii- 
aent  to  accomplish  the  end  ? 

Atp.  This  part  of  our  Lord's  meritorious  humiliation  is,  by  a  very  usual 
igne,  put  for  the  whole.  Tho  death  of  Christ  includes,  not  only  his 
nffnings,  but  his  obedience.  Tlie  shedding  of  his  precious  blood  was  at  once 
Jie  grand  instance  of  his  suffering,  and  the  finishing  act  of  his  obedience, 
[n  this  view  it  is  considered,  and  thus  it  is  interpreted,  by  his  own  nnibns- 
■dor,  who,  speaking  of  his  divine  Master,  says,  '^  He  was  obedient  unto  death, 
rren  the  death  of  the  cross,"  Phil.  ii.  8. 

By  the  same  figure,  faith  is  someimes'said  to  bo  a  lively  influential  ptirsua- 
non  **  that  Christ  died  for  our  sins,"  1  Cor.  xv.  .3.  At  other  times  it  is  repre- 
mted  as  a  firm  practical  belief,  that  "  God  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead," 
^om.  X.  9.     Neither  of  which  can^  without  the  utmost  contxaTOVy  \;c>  V\\^ 
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nalogy  of  Scripture,  be  taken  in  the  exclusive  aense.  Each  act  mnat  be 
ndenitood,  not  separately,  but  jointly ;  each  as  implying  both,  or  recipro- 
city inferring  one  another. 

In  like  manner,  when  the  Scripture  ascribes  our  juatiGcation  to  the  death 
f  Christ,  we  are  not  to  think  that  it  would  set  ande,  but  imply  his  obedience, 
t  is  not  because  his  active  obedience  has  no  concern  in  procuring  the  blessing, 
ut  because  hia  bitter  passion  was  the  most  conspicnoua,  and  the  completing 
tage  of  hie  ever-glorious  undertaking.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  he  could 
ruly  say,  "  Father,  I  have  finished  the  work  thou  gavest  me  to  do,"  John 
vii.  4. 

Ther,  According  to  your  account,  then,  it  should  be  possible  for  a  man  to 
ave  all  his  sins  done  away,  yet  not  attain  to  complete  justification ;  which 
I  as  contrary  to  sound  sense  and  true  divinity,  as  to  imagine  that  crooked- 
eaa  may  be  removed  and  the  object  not  become  straight. 

Atp.  No,  Thcron.  According  to  my  account,  it  is  impossible  that  ttw 
ctive  and  passive  obedience  of  onr  Redeemer  should  be  disjoined.  To 
rhomsoever  the  one  is  imputed,  from  him  the  other  is  not  withheld.  Tbey 
rere  undivided  in  Christ  the  illustrious  head,  and  they  are  undivided  in  their 
pplicatiou  to  hia  mystical  body.  As  Christ,  in  suffering,  obeyed,  and,  in 
beying,  suffered ;  so,  whoever  reaeives  Christ  as  an  atonement,  receives  him 
tso  as  a  righteousness. 

This  has  been  observed  before ;  and  if  this  be  real  fact,  what  an  ineati- 
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hf  potting  OB  **dHU^  ot  nument,"  Zech,  iii.  4,  6,  and  wearing  beaatifnl 
rabw.  IbMAedmniMtuwntell^;  the  two  constituent  parte  of  jiutificaticm 
tn  mmnUf  duidRyed  and  atningly  marked.  Here  we  have  the  removal  of 
filth,  iDd  the  Nbe  ii  rig^teouneaa;  that  whioh  troea  ns  from  being  abhorred, 
and  that  whidi  lendan  na  aooepted ;  which,  thonghdistinguiahable  intfaetn- 
idw^  md  ^atit^nubed  hj  the  aacred  writer,  are  always  united  in  th6 


2iIm*.  Hiia  Botion  ii  finraded  on  a  chimerical  coreoant,  that  Christ  would 
tdto  npoa  him  the  obedicBoe  dne  from  man,  of  which  there  is  not  the  least 
iaIinatioB  in  )uAy  Scripture. 

^^  nutCSuist  nndertook  erery  thing  necessary  to  redeem  loet  sinners 
fan  goilt  aad  condemnation,  every  thing  neceaeary  to  procure  for  attainted 
lebela  afrah  title  to  life  and  gloty ;  this  cannot  he  reckoned  chimerical. 
TUm  moat  be  aa  nal,  as  that  lost  sinners  are  redeemed,  or  attainted  rebels 
iMtorad;  emjiMVof  of  the  <me  prorea  and  establishes  the  other.  This  ia 
f,    ^Nt  wa  call  a  covenant,  and,  trora  its  benign  nature,  the  covenant  of  grace. 

IWithottt  BBdartakiiig  this,  I  see  not  how  our  Lord  could  sustain  the  cfaa- 
Bctar  of  a  snnty ;  nor  wiUiont  fulfilling  it,  how  he  could  execute  the  office 
of  a  BaJesmsr.     And  I  heUeve  you  yourself  will  be  at  a  loss  to  show,  with 
^Aai  kud  of  jnstioe  the  eternal  Father  could  "  lay  our  iniqaities,"  Isa.  liii.  6, 
ontha  innocent  Jeans,  unless  he  had  consented  to  be  answerable  for  our  guilt. 
Tftsr.  This  is  no  answer  to  my  objection.     I  eaid,  and  it  has  been  asserted 
I^  a  Toy  eminent  and  able  pen,  that  there  is  no  intimation  of  any  such 
Icorenaitt  in  the  whole  Scriptures. 
A^  What  then  can  be  tbe  meaning  of  those  remarkable  words  in  the 
fmjAMj  of  Zeohariah,  "  The  counsel  of  peace  shall  be  between  tliem  both  ?" 
Zed).  tL  12,  13.     Here,  I  think,  the  covenant  is  mentioned,  and  the  parties 
an  spadfisd^-"  The  counael  of  peace,"  if  I  mistake  not,  signiSes  the  myste- 
lioas  aad  anseaidiable  contrivance  formed  for  the  recovery  of  ruined  man — ' 
-  I  fnned  and  carried  into  execution  by  the  Lord  Almighty,  or  God  the  Father, 
I  md  that  illnatrious  Person  who  is  to  "  build  the  temple  and  bear  the  glory." 
<.  I  AAaiaictor  iriiidi  none  can  claim,  a  task  to  which  none  is  equal,  but  the 
tf  I  Messed  Jmoi  only. 

\  In  the  40th  Psalm,  the  conditions  of  the  covenant  are  circumstantially 
■r- 1  neosdad,  triiich  were,  the  incarnation  and  obedience  of  tlie  eternal  Son  : 
A'^'Abodyhast  thon  prepared  me.  Lo!  I  come  to  do  thy  will,"  Heb.  x.  5.  7- 
ai.  I  lbs  asBoniitolunent  of  these  conditions  is  all^d  and  pleaded  by  our  great 
1^1  Mirtor,  in  the  introdnotion  to  his  lost  solemn  prayer,  John  xvii.  Wht^  be 
^[■ifltn%  in  the  procen  of  his  sopptications,  may  be  looked  upon  aa  the 
T  *iMM^WBea  deened  him  by  the  F^her,  and  stipulated  in  this  magnificent 
fjl  iMfy.  ImjfloteM,  did  I  say  t  It  is  very  observable,  that  our  Lord  makes  a 
^1  imiaA  nthsr  thut  a  nqnest  The  expression  is  not  (/xuru,  but  StXa*  ;  a 
VMd  sf  aalbori^,  not  of  BUi^lioatioD.  He  claims  what,  by  the  Father's 
aent  and  by  his  own  obedience,  was  become  his  unqueetionable  right, 
an  iha  paities  of  the  covenant,  the  conditions  of  the  covenant,  the 
tf  the  oovanant,  and  the  reward  which,  by  virtue  of  such  per- 
raeiHed,  is  claimable,  is  due.  Alt  this,  I  should  imagine, 
and  somewhat  more  than  an  intimation,  of  the 
J 
Sit  mh,  rie  Jabeo, 


TArr.  This  you  call  tlic  rovennnt  of  grace ;  but  if  we  ant  jnstified  by 
( 'lirist's  fulfillinji  of  tli(!  law,  wo  are  juBtified  by  works.  So  tliat,  before  y<rti 
can  strike  out  such  a  way  of  salvation,  yon  must  contradict  yourself;  and 
what  is  more  ad  venturous,  you  inuet  abolisli  that  fundamental  principle  of 
the  gospel,  "  By  the  works  of  tlic  law  shall  no  floab  bo  justified." 

A^-  Wo  are,  I  grant  it,  justified  by  works.  But  whose  ?  The  works  of 
Clirist,  not  our  own.  Tliia  is  very  far  from  contradicting  ourselves,  equally 
fat  is  it  from  abolishing  what  yon  call  the  gospel  principle,  which,  tliongh  on 
undeniable  truth,  is  not  an  evangelical  doctrine  :  because  it  only  shows  tu 
our  miserable  state,  and  the  nttej  impossibility  of  relieving  oiusclvcfl; 
whereas  nothing  is  genuine  gospel,  but  what  speaks  comfort  and  administcn 
recovery. 

Between  the  covenant  of  works  and  the  covenant  of  grace,  this,  I  appre- 
hend, is  the  difference  : — By  the  former,  man  was  indispensably  bound  to 
obey  in  his  own  person  ;  by  the  latter,  the  obedience  of  his  surety  is  accepted 
instead  of  his  own.  The  righteousness  required  by  both  is  not  sincere,  hot 
complete  ;  not  proportioned  to  the  abilities  of  fallen  man,  but  to  the  p»irity 
of  the  law,  and  the  majesty  of  the  Lawgiver.  By  this  means,  the  glory  of 
God  as  an  awful  sovereign,  and  the  glory  of  his  law  as  an  inviolable  systeni, 
are  entirely  preserved  and  illustriously  displayed.  The  salvation  of  simteiB 
neither  clashes  with  the  truth,  nor  interferes  with  the  justice  of  the  Supremo 
Legislator.     On  the  contrary,  it  becomes  a  faithful  and  just  procednre  of  tbfl 
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las  paftmned  all  thai  was  oonditioiiarV,  and  has  establisbed  for  me  and 
far  his  poople  a  'vaHd  title  to  the  promises,  tlie  privileges,  and  — ^"i 

2%sr.  **  Has  tiwiebj  ideased  me  firom  all  obligation  to  duty/'  Farewell, 
tlMB,  to  our  own  obedknoe :  no  more  occasion  for  any  holiness  of  Ufe.  Nay, 
tibe  ahnee  is  opeoed  ht  an  inundation  of  ungodliness.  Fine  diyinity  truly ! 
ShooU  I  not  lallier  say,  downright  Antimonianism  ? 

JtjIK  No,  my  friend,  *^Christ  came  not  to  destroy  the  law,  but  to  fulfil," 
Mfltdi*  T.  17*  He  has  folfilled  it  to  the  very  uttermost  in  his  own  person. 
Hektts  also  merited  for  us  those  supplies  of  the  Spirit,  which  alone  can  enable 
weak  csRnpt  eieatnres  to  yiM  frdthful  and  acceptable  obedience.  Though 
ov  Loid  Jesus  died,  and  was  obedient  **  for  the  ungodly ;"  though  he  finds 
M  angodly  when  he  justifies  us,  3ret  he  never  leaves  his  people  in  this  abo- 
whialilu  alale.  On  the  contrary,  he  teaches  them  to  deny  all  ungodliness  and 
woridly  fai8«B,*  TU.  iL  19. 

Fkmj,  let  us  oonnder  the  tenor  of  this  oovenant,  since  you  are  so  very 
apiMffheBBiTe  of  its  consequences.  ^  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  minds,  and 
CB  tWr  hearts  will  I  write  them,"  Heb.  viii.  10.  **  They  sliall  discern  such 
a  h<autj  and  gloiy  in  my  precepts,  as  will  engage  their  deflires,  and  win  tlieir 

~  ;  so  that  it  shidl  be  no  longer  their  burden,  but  their  delight,  even 

meat  and  drink,  to  do  the  will  of  their  Father  in  heaven." — 'Hiis,  this 
is  eae  of  the  ^vileges  purchased  by  our  great  Mediator.  And  it  seems  won- 
dioiis  strange,  that  the  purchase  of  an  estate  for  you  or  me,  should  bo  reckoned 
the  sue  means  to  deprive  us  of  the  possession,  or  debar  us  from  the  enjoy- 
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How  often  is  this  weak  surmise  urged  as  an  argument  ?  all  whose  plausi- 
bility is  owing  to  a  palpable  mistake,  or  an  egregious  fallacy  ;  to  a  supposed 
aepozation  of  things  which  are  absolutely  inseparable— I  moan  our  justifica- 
iioB  and  our  sanctification.  You  are  a  philosopher,  Theron.  Try  if  you  can 
leparate  gravity  from  the  stone,  or  heat  from  the  fire.  If  these  bodies  and 
their  essential  properties  are  indissolubly  connected,  so  are  a  genuine  faith 
and  a  oonscientious  obedience.  To  suppose  them  disunited,  is  as  coutrory  to 
soand  divinity,  as  it  would  be  contrary  to  true  philosophy  if  you  should  talk 
of  a  burning  substance  that  has  no  warmth,  or  of  a  solid  substance  that  has 
as  weight.  Never  therefore,  my  dear  friend,  repeat  this  stale  objection ; 
never  propagate  this  ungrounded  clamour,  nor  adopt  a  cavil  which  is  alto- 
fetiwr  asimphiloeophical  as  it  is  anti-evangelical. 

Tkmr,  We  digress  firom  the  point.  My  principal  objection  is  not  satisfied. 
^•f  I  waa  obeerving,  that,  according  to  your  manner  of  stating  the  affair,  sal- 
vation is  no  loiter  firee,  but  founded  upon  works.  They  are  the  works  of  the 
kw,  thoi^  CImst  performs  them.  To  maintain  tliat  we  are  justified  by 
Ibess  works,  b  to  confound  the  difference  between  the  law  and  the  gospel. 

Aip»  Tlioagh  we  should  admit  your  premises,  we  cannot  acquiesce  iu  your 
coaeliiaion.  The  same  righteousness  by  which  we  are  justified,  is  both  legal 
lai  evw^elical :  legal,  in  respect  to  Christ,  who  was  made  under  the  law,  that 
hian^it  obey  all  its  commands:  evangelical,  in  respect  to  us  who  work  not 
SBwlves^  but  believe  in  the  great  Fulfiller  of  all  righteousness.  This  is  much 
rfdba  same  vatore  with  that  other  momentous  distinction  in  divinity — salva- 
tina  ii  freely  given,  yet  dearly  bought:  freely  given  with  regard  to  us;  deariy 
boeghk  frith  xegaid  to  Christ     So  we  are  justified  by  works,  if  you  look  foi 
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re  justified  witlioiit  works,  if  yon  caat  ft  retroqiec 


ward  to  our  Surety  ;  we 
tive  view  on  ourselves. 

Theron  was  silent. — Aspaaio,  after  &  short  interval,  renewed  the  d 
I  know  not  whether  my  friend  ia  yielding  to  my  argnmenta,  or  aeaicfaiiq 
after  objections ;  deliberating  upon  a  capitulation,  or  mnstering  his  fences  tai 
a  fresh  sally.  However,  let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  dropping  a  hint,  and 
snggesting  a  caution. 

The  grand  reason  whieh  inclines  some  people  to  reject  this  comfortable  doe 
trine  lies  concealed,  if  not  in  on  absolute  diabelief  of  our  Lord's  eternal  glorj 
and  Godhead,  yet  in  unsettled  apprehensions  of  it,  or  an  habitual  inatteatioi 
to  it  If  our  Saviour  was  not  really  God,  as  some  writers,  unliappily  mistaking 
tlicmselvt'S,  endeavour  to  |)ereuadc  the  world,  it  would  be  a  reasonable  prao 
tice,  and  entirely  consistent  with  their  scheme,  to  disavow  the  imputation  a 
his  riglitcousness ;  because,  upon  such  a  supposition,  his  obedience  was  m 
more  than  a  boundcn  duty;  in  which  there  could  uot  be  the  least  pretence  fa 
merit,  and  which  could  be  profitable  to  none  but  himself.  Whereas,  if  wi 
Terily  believe  him  to  be  the  incarnate  Ood,  his  submission  to  the  law  beoonwi 
an  act  of  voluntary  humiliation.  "Which  circumstance,  together  with  the  faiaa 
Bcendcnt  dignity  of  his  person,  render  liis  obci^cnce,  not  meritorious  only,  bni 
inexpressibly  and  infinitely  meritorious. 

As  the  bloo<l  of  Christ  is  called  God's  "  own  blood,"  Acts  xx.  28,  so  Uh 
obedience  of  Christ  was  performed  tn  the  person  of  that  adorable  Uediator 
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Christ  arises  wholly  from  himself,  the  source  of  ours  subsists  in  another. 
Christ's  righteousness  is  originally  and  absolutely  his  own;  whereas  it  is 
made  oiub  in  a  way  of  fiivour  and  gracious  imputation.  Circumstances  these, 
which  (areate  a  material  difference,  which  yield  room  for  a  vast  pre-eminence. 
Tkmr.  But  if  Christ's  perfect  obedience  be  accounted  ours,  methinks  we 
should  have  no  more  need  of  pardoning  mercy  than  Christ  himself. 

A^p.  Yes ;  because,  before  this  imputation,  we  were  sunk  in  guilt  and 
dead  in  sins ;  because,  after  it,  we  are  defective  in  our  duty,  and  in  many 
things  offend. 

Tktr.  Does  not  this  doctrine  render  the  intercession  of  our  Saviour  super- 
fluous ?  What  occasion  have  they  for  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  whose 
righteousness  has  neither  blemish  nor  imperfection  ? 

Atp.  They  stand  in  need  of  an  advocate,  first,  that  they  may  be  brought 
home  to  ^^the  Repairer  of  tlieir  breaches,"  Isa.  Iviii.  12,  and  made  partakers 
of  his  righteousness  by  a  living  faith:  next,  that  tlieir  faith  may  be  preserved, 
notwithstanding  all  opposition,  steadfast  and  immoveable ;  or  rather,  may  be 
carried  on  victorious  and  triumphant,  even  to  the  end. 

Tker^  Tou  say,  *'*'  Christ  performed  all  that  was  conditionary ;"  then  he 
repented  for  ns,  and  believed  for  us.  This  must  be  admitted  in  pursuance  of 
voor  principles:  but  this  is  so  wild  a  notion,  so  contrary  to  reason  and  Scrip- 
tore,  that  to  mention  it  is  to  refute  it. 

A»p,  Christ  performed  whatever  was  required  by  the  covenant  of  works, 
both  before  it  was  violated,  and  after  it  had  been  transgressed.  But  neither 
repentance  nor  faith  were  comprehended  in  this  institution.  It  knew  nothing 
of  the  one,  and  it  would  not  admit  of  tlic  other.  It  was  not  therefore  necessary, 
neither  indeed  was  it  possible,  for  our  spotless  and  divine  Lord  to  repent  of 
sin  or  believe  in  a  Saviour.  But  he  did  unspeakably  more,  "  He  put  away 
an  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,"  Heb.  ix.  2G.  He  is  himself  the  Saviour  of 
lU  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  and  he  has  power  to  bestow  that  blessed  Spirit, 
which  worketh  faith  and  produceth  repentance. 

Ther.  However,  from  what  you  have  advanced,  this  will  unavoidably 
foUow, — ^That  a  man  is  to  be  justified  under  the  character  of  a  notorious  trans- 
greasor  of  the  law,  and  justified  under  the  character'  of  a  sinless  observer  of 
tlie  law.     And  what  is  this  but  a  glaring  inconsistency  ? 

Afp.  Not  at  all.  inconsistent,  but  absolutely  needful,  if  we  consider  those 
distinct  branches  of  the  divine  law,  the  preceptive  and  the  penal ;  both  which, 
in  case  of  guilt  already  contracted,  must  necessarily  be  satisfied.  Not  at  all 
inconsistent,  but  perfectly  harmonious,  if  we  take  in  the  two  constituent  parts 
of  justification — the  acquittance  from  guilt  and  a  title  to  life.  The  former 
enpposes  us  to  be  transgressors  of  the  law ;  and  such  the  highest  saints  in  the 
world  are.  The  latter  requires  us  to  be  observers  of  the  law;  and  such  must 
the  inheritors  of  heaven  be.  Much  less  is  this  inconsistent,  if  we  consider 
believers  in  their  personal  and  relative  capacity ;  as  they  are  in  themselves, 
and  as  they  are  in  their  Surety.  Notorious  transgressors  in  themselves,  they 
have  a  siidess  obedience  in  Christ.  The  cons-iousncss  of  that  will  be  an 
everlasting  motive  to  humility ;  the  belief  of  this,  an  inexhaustible  source 
of  joy. 

All  this  is  no  more  inconsistent,  than  the  union  of  a  gloomy  contexture  and 
a  lightsome  splendour,  in  those  detached  clouds  which  float  amidst  the  fir- 
mamoit.     In  themselves,  they  are  a  lowering  and  dark  coUecUow  o^  vw^qmt% * 
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by  the  imprcaeion  of  tlie  euabeams,  tbey  are  as  fair  and  bright  as  the  polide^ 
aUver. 

Tk^.  After  all,  tlie  imputation  taught  in  Scripture  is  not  the  iinpntatioi 
of  Christ's  rightcousncse,  but  of  our  own  futh.  Agreeably  to  the  apoetle'i 
express  declaration,  "  Abraham  bclieTed  in  Qod,  and  it  was  imputed  to  hiii 
for  righteousness,"  Rom.  \v.  3. 

Atp.  Tliis  objection  admits  the  thing  in  dispute,  thongh  it  contraverta  tht 
way  and  manner  of  obtaining  it ;  admits  the  necesdty  of  some  active,  poatin 
righteousness,  in  order  to  our  justification.  In  this  particular,  I  am  glad  t( 
agree  with  my  Tlieron ;  and  in  this  particular,  I  belicTe  the  generality  o 
serious  people  agree  with  us  both.  Whenever  their  cousdenceB  are  awakened 
and  seek  to  establish  the  hope  of  eternal  life,  they  constantly  turn  tbdr  eyei 
to  some  righteouancsa,  which  thoy  apprehend  may,  either  in  whole  or  in  part 
answer  the  demands  of  the  law.  Some  look  to  Uieir  own  sincere  obedience 
others  coll  in  to  their  succour  works  of  supererogation.  My  friend  wouh 
assign  this  office  to  his  faith. 

Th(T.  Is  this  a  proper  answer  to  my  objection,  Aspamo  ?  The  text  t 
point-blank  against  youi  tenet.  You  do  wisely  therefore  not  to  oonfront 
hut  to  elude  the  evirlencc. 

Asp.  I  did  not  intend  it  for  an  answer ;  only  as  an  occasional  obaemlioB 
which  nevertheless  has  a  pretty  close  connesioa  with  the  subject.  Neithe 
would  I  use  so  mean  a  subterfuge,  as  to  elude  an  argument  which  I  eouli 
not  conAitc.     If  my  friend  had  allowed  me  leisure  te  explain  myBelf^  thi 
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Aip*  Tniey  TTieroii;  as  those  windows  are  reckoned,  are  counted  the  lights 

«f  your  house.     Why  ?     Because  they  iUuminate  ?     No ;  hut  hecause  tliey 

dfaid  a  passage  to  the  illuminating  ra3r8.     Through  them,  the  first  and  hest 

df  dements  is  diffused  into  all  your  habitation.     80  *'  we  are  saved  by  grace 

inagh  &ith  ;"  by  grace  imputing,  through  fiuth  accepting,  the  righteousness 

rfJesos  Christ.     Grace  is  the  magnificent  source  of  this  nobler  light,  faith 

■the  means  of  transmitting  it  into  all  the  faculties  of  the  soul. 

When  our  Lord  declares  to  the  diseased  woman,  '^  Thy  faith  hath  made 

Aee  whole,"  Matih.  ix.  22,  how  are  we  to  understand  his  words  ?    That  the 

piiait's  belief  and  not  the  agency  of  Christ,  wrought  the  cure  ?    To  suppose 

iUi»  would  be  extremely  derogatory  to  the  power  of  our  great  Physician. 

And  if  we  ascribe  justification  to  the  act  of  believing,  this  will  be  equally 

devogatory  to  the  obedience  of  our  great  Mediator.     In  the  former  case, 

GSirist  and  his  omnipotent  operation  were  all  in  all.    In  the  latter  case,  Christ 

his  infinite  merit  cffe  all  in  all.     In  both  cases,  faith  is  only  the  eye  to 

or  the  hand  to  receive,  the  sovereign  good. 

I  woold  farther  observe,  that  faith  is  very  particularly  distinguished  from 

Ae  lighteousness  whidi  justifies.     We  read  of  the  righteousness  which  is  by 

bith,  which  is  of  faith,  Rom.  ix.  30 ;  Phil.  iii.  9.     This  form  of  expression 

pats  an  i^parent  difference  between  the  evangelical  faith  and  the  evangelical 

rif^rteousness;  since  whatever  is  by  another,  and  of  another,  cannot,  without 

tibe  greatest  violence  to  reason  and  language,  be  reckoned  that  other. — If 

ftitk  was  the  cause  of  our  acceptance  with  God,  then  we  should  be  justified 

Vjr  a  righteousness  which  is  confessedly  imperfect :  for  who  has  ever  attained 

to  the  highest  degree  of  this  virtue?  or  whose  faith  is  not  mixed  with  an  alloy 

rfubelief  ?  If  faith  itself  was  the  matter  of  our  justification,  I  see  not  how 

hwting could  be  excluded;  how  the  law  could  be  magnified ;  or  what  reason 

^Ae  ^tostle  could  have  to  account  all  things,  but  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 

■nner  than  dross,  Phil.  iii.  8. 

Say  not,  that  we  presume  to  correct  inspiration :   wo  only  interpret  the 

■ipired  word  in  an  harmonious  consistency  with  itself.     This  sense  is  agree- 

lUe  to  the  prevailing  doctrine,  and  to  the  current  language  of  Scripture.    To 

fte  prevailing  doctrine ;    which  is  *'*'  a  believing  in  him  who  justifieth  the 

ttgodly."     Sift  and  examine  this  expression,  ^'  him  who  justifieth."     You 

will  find  that  the  work  is  Christ's ;    Christ's  and  no  other's.     The  Holy 

Ghost  assigns  not  the  least  share,  not  so  much  as  a  co-efiicicncy,  to  any  other 

OBse.     Faith,  therefore,  if  it  presumes  to  arrogate  this  exalted  prerogative, 

or  if  it  pretends  to  the  least  part  in  this  important  business,  is  a  sacrilegious 

umper.     To  the  current  language;  as  when  God  is  called  our  fear,  Gen. 

xzxL  42,  53 ;  our  hope.  Psalm  Ixxi.  5  ;  Jer.  xiv.  8  ;   our  joy,  Psalm  xliii.  4. 

In  these  places,  the  act  is  undoubtedly  put  for  the  object :  so,  in  the  passage 

before  us,  the  act  must  denote  the  object  of  faith.    It  is  to  be  understood,  not 

absolutely,  but  as  some  divines  speak,  objectively,  instrumcn tally,  relatively. 

Tker.  In  the  name  of  wonder,  what  can  you  mean  by  this  heap  of  harsh 

ind  obscure  expressions  ?     Let  me  entreat  you,  Aspasio,  to  speak  in  your 

own  style,  not  in  the  dialect  of  Aquinas.      I  have  an  irreconcileablc  aversion 

to  these  scholastic  terms :  they  are  the  barbarisms  of  divinity :  I  know  but 

one  nac  they  are  fitted  to  serve  ;    that  is,  to  perplex  aud  puzzle  a  cause  you 

cannot  maintain :  somewhat  like  the  liquor  which  a  cert;iiu  fiali,  when  closc^ly 

pawned,  is  said  to  emit,  by  which  the  water  is  darkened,  and  the  foe  eluded. 
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Atp.  ThiB,  Thcron,  in  the  meaning  of  our  uneoittli  plirases  :  it  is  not  futf 
itself  which  justifies;  but  that  righteousness  which  faith  continual]}- Tie«i 
which  faith  deliglitfuUy  apprehenila,  and  on  which  it  finally  tenuinatee.      1 

To  bu  plainer  still;  we  are  justified  by  fztith,  in  the  same  manner  aa  weul 
fed  by  the  hand,  or  us  wc  are  said  to  drink  of  a  cup.  Neitlicr  the  hand  at 
the  cup  are  the  cauai>  of  our  sustenance,  but  the  instruments ;  one  of  ca4 
Tcying  it,  the  other  of  receiving  it.  If  an  apoatle  aifirms,  "  We  are  jo^ 
tified  by  faitli  ;"  faith  itself  declares,  "in  the  Lord  I  have  rigbteousnenj 
Put  these  pass.-igcg  together,  aad  you  will  have  the  true  sense  of  our  doctriiri 
and  the  true  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  i 

When  Themiatocles  fled  from  the  nialiee  of  his  countrymen,  what  ttsxm 
mended  him  to  the  protection  of  King  Admetus? — Not  his  name  ;  that  W^ 
obnoxious — Not  bis  actions  ;  tbey  had  been  hostile — But  the  person  of  th 
young  prince,  whom  the  distresacd  refugee  caught  up  in  his  arms;  and  charga 
with  these  credentials,  presented  himself  to  the  royal  parent".  So  fatd 
recommends  lo  Qod,  and  justifies  the  soul,  not  for  itself  or  its  own  worth- 
but  on  account  of  what  it  presents,  and  what  it  pleads. 

T/ier.  Is  not  this  a  fanciful  distinction,  and  an  excessive  refinement  I  Hi 
it  any  foundation  in  Scripture  ? 

Agp.  It  is  implied  in  almost  ail  the  representations  of  Christ,  and  all  tit 
descriptions  of  faith,  which  occur  in  the  sacred  writings. 

Christ  is  likened  to  clothing ;  and  believers  are  said  to  "  bayo  put  ol 
Christ,"  Gal.  iii.  27-     Now  it  cannot  be  the  act  of  putting  on,  that  cov* 
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Once  more :  faith  is  represented  as  ^^  laying  hold"  on  God  our  Saviour,  Isa. 

zxrii.  5 ;    *'  leaning^  upon  our  beloved.  Cant.  viii.  5 ;   **  cleaving"  to  the 

Lord,  Acts  zi.  23.  Please  to  take  notice  of  yonder  vine.    Its  shoots  are  weak, 

wad  its  branches  flimsy.      Being  absolutely  unable  to  support  themselves, 

dwy  are  furnished  with  a  very  remarkable  set  of  claspeis,  which,  like  so  many 

fingers,  lay  hold  on  the  pegs  in  the  wall,  or  fasten  thcmeslvcs  to  the  poles  within 

dieir  reach.     Without  such  a  provision,  the  boughs  must  lie  prostrate  on  the 

gnnmd,  and  be  exposed  to  the  insults  of  every  foot ;   whereas,  by  this  kind 

omkrivanoe  of  nature,  so  creeping  a  plant  will  climb  into  the  air  and  enjoy 

the  bree^  ;  so  feeble  a  plant  will  stand  out  the  winter,  and  defy  the  storms. 

-<*Ad  instmctiTe  admonition  to  sinners !  and  no  contemptible  illustration  of 

bUhj  especially  in  its  principal  and  most  dfstinguishing  employ.     Thus  let 

«  apIHehend  the  blessed  Jesus,  hold  us  fast  by  our  adored  Redeemer,  cleave 

lohtt  inefiable  worthiness,  as  those  twining  tendrils,  by  repeated  circumvo- 

ktioiis,  adhere  to  their  substantial  supporters ;  then  shall  we  rise,  by  merits 

"^Bot  our  own,"  from  the  most  abject  and  miserable  condition,  to  a  state  of 

erolasting  honour  and  joy. 

Tker.  Some  people,  I  believe,  would  hardly  forbear  smiling  at  the  pecu- 

fiirity  of  your  diction,  and  might  bo  inclined  to  call  your  discourse  canting, 

nther  than  reasoning.     For  my  own  part,  I  must  acknowledge,  that  as  all 

jonr  peculiar  phrases  are  derived  from  the  Scriptures,  I  hear  them  with  reve- 

^  mwe,  rather  than  any  disposition  to  sneer.     Was  my  friend  delivering  a 

Latin  oration,  it  would  be  a  sufficient  warrant  for  any  of  his  expressions  to 

1  {  prove  that  they  came  from  the  Ciceronian  mint :  and  will  it  not  l>e,  at  least, 

in  equally  sufficient  authority  for  any  modes  of  speech  used  in  a  theological 

(9»y,  to  allege  that  they  bear  the  stamp  of  the  Bible  ? 

"i     lliough  I  make  no  objection  to  your  language,  I  have  yet  another  scruple 

J  with  regard  to  your  doctrine. — Do  the  ancient  fathers  adopt  or  inculcate  this 

J  imputed  righteousness  ?    If  it  was  so  important  an  article  of  our  faith,  surely 

-  i   it  could  not  be  unknown  in  thosp  early  ages  which  were  so  near  the  aposto- 

-''    lical  fountain ;  it  would  not  have  been  omitted  by  those  zealous  preachers 

who  diose  to  endure  all  the  rigours  of  persecution  rather  than  renounce  their 

holy  profession. 

Afp,  I  think  it  were  sufficient  to  answer  this  question,  by  asking  another. 

I      Do  the  apostles,  does  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  speaking  in  Scripture,  inculcate 

this  doctrine,  or  display  this  privilege  ?     If  so,  we  need  not  be  very  solicitous 

for  any  further  authority.     "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony,"  Isa.  viii.  20, 

is  our  grand,  our  final  appeal.     Amidst  all  the  darkness  and  uncertainty 

which  evidently  run  through  the  writings  of  the  best  of  men,  this  is  our 

mnpeakable  happiness,  that  ^'wo  have  a  more  sure  word  of  [)rophccy,  to 

which  we  do  well  to  take  heed,"  2  Pet.  i.  19. 

However,  to  bo  a  little  more  particular  : — It  cannot  be  expected  that  we 
dionld  find  many  passages  in  those  pious  authors,  very  strong  and  very 
explicit  upon  the  point ;  because  in  their  days  it  was  not  so  professedly  op- 
posed, and  therefore  could  not  be  so  exactly  discussed  as  in  later  ages.  Never- 
tfaeleas,  they  have  left  enough  behind  them  to  avouch  the  substance  of  what 
we  assert,  **  That  a  man  is  not  justified  by  any  works,  duties,  or  rightcous- 
ncn  of  his  own,  but  only  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ."  I  cannot  say  thati 
hive  charged  my  memory  with  their  very  words,  and  for  that  reason  n**^ 
not  attempt  at  present  to  make  any  citation.     But  when  a  proper  op^t^ 
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nity  offers,  nnd  tlirir  works  are  before  me,  I  may  possibly  prodnee  %  fewgf 
thcii  testimonies. 

In  tlie  mi;an  timr,  I  can  mention  a  act  of  wribMS,  wtiooc  attestation  vil^ 
I  imaginn,  carry  ns  mnch  weight  with  my  friend,  as  tho  nnited  voice  of  tin 
Greek  and  Latin  fathers. 

TAer.  Wlio  are  they  ? 

A>p.  Our  vencm))lc  rcfonncra.  Tlic  Homilies  compooed  by  those  excelktf 
divines  are  as  ux[)tci8  to  my  purpose  as  tliey  arc  unexceptionable  in  than 
e^-idence.  Tliis  ia  their  language  :  "  Tlie  true  undttvtnnding  of  this  doctiim^ 
We  be  justified  fret.-1y  l)y  feith  without  works,  is  not,  that  this  our  Mtta 
believe,  or  this  our  faith  in  Christ,  doth  juHtify  na;  for  that  were  tooxnl 
ourselves  to  Iki  justilicd  by  some  act  or  virtue  that  is  within  ourselvca.  Bvl 
the  tnie  menning  thereof  is,  that  although  we  hear  God's  woni,  and  belien 
it ;  altliough  we  have  lio|>e  and  faith,  charity  and  repentance,  and  do  ncv« 
so  many  gouil  wi>rks ;  yet  we  must  renounce  tltc  merit  of  all  our  virtues  Bad 
good  deeds,  as  things  that  be  fax  too  weak  and  insufiicient  to  deserve  remit 
sion  of  sin,  and  our  jus^fication.  We  must  trust  only  in  God's  mercy,  and 
that  sacrifice  which  our  High-priest  and  Saviour  Jesus  Clirist,  the  Son  ol 
God,  offfrcd  for  ns  uj^n  the  cross." 

Tlui  IToniily  subjoins  a  very  appoute  illustration,  which  may  condndi 
our  discourse  with  perfect  propriety,  and  I  hope  with  equal  efficacy.  "  8i 
tliat  as  St.  John  tlic  Baptist,  although  ho  were  never  so  virtuous  and  godl] 
'a  till.'  matter  uf  foigiving  am,  he  did  put  tlie  people  &um  hin) 
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fi|MUPeiii,  s  ntioiud  fomidfttioii,  fbr  every  plcasiDg  hope,  and  for  every  hea« 
rnly  blessing. 
Tker.  I  Icar  I  have  acknowledged  too  much.«— My  thoughts  fluctuate.  My 
is  unsetUed.  I  would  not  withstand  the  truth ;  I  would  not  disbelieve 
■ly  doctrine  of  the  gospel.  Yet — what  shall  I  say  ?  While  I  listen  to  your 
Rasmung,  I  am  half  a  convert :  when  I  recollect  the  objections,  I  revert  to 
mf  first  opinion. 

>  Of  this,  however,  I  am  convinced — ^That  human  righteousness  is  insuffi- 
mmA  fbr  onr  justification.  Here  your  arguments  have  carried  their  point.  I 
dttll  henceforth  place  my  hopes  of  everlasting  happiness,  not  upon  any  works 
■ft my  own,  but  upon  the  free  goodness  and  unbounded  beneficence  of  the 
B^veme  Being ;  pursuant  to  that  maxim  of  Scripture,  '^  The  gift  of  God  is 
iknnd  Ufe.* 

dip.  Ton  do  right,  Theron,  to  expect  eternal  life  as  the  gift  of  €h)d,  not  as 

Ab  wages  of  jTour  own  obediential  service.  But  be  pleased  to  remember,  that  all 

ie  gifts  of  grace,  though  perfectly  free  to  sinners,  are  founded  upon  a  grand 

lid  inestimable  price  paid  by  their  Saviour. — Are  they  entirely  absolved 

lam  guilt  ?     It  is  because  Christ  gave  his  life  for  their  ransom.     Are  they 

ktrd  with  acceptance  when  they  pray  ?     It  is  because  their  exalted  High- 

fnest  intercedes  in  theb  behalf.     Are  they  completely  justified,  apd  instated 

m  endless  bliss  ?     It  is  because  tlieir  Redeemer  s  consummate  obedience  is 

tkfd  glorious  equivalent  for  this  and  every  other  blessing.     Therefore,  when 

jmt  mention  eternal  life  as  the  gift  of  God,  you  should  not  forget  to  add  with 

the  holy  apostle,  "  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,"  Rom.  vi.  20. — Well,  my 

lliffon,  what  say  you  farther  ?    Is  your  quiver  emptied  ?    Are  your  scruples 

tttisfied  ?    May  I  interpret  this  silence  as  an  act  of  assent  ? 

Tker.  Observe  how  the  ranunculuses  on  yonder  gay  parterre  have  con- 
tracted their  spreading  tufts,  and  the  tulips  have  closed  their  expanded  cups, 
while  all  the  neighbouring  flowers  have  shut  their  ivory  doors,  or  drawn 
their  velvet  curtains.  Such  is  the  state  of  my  thoughts.  They  are  all  bent 
iiwarda,  collected  in  themselves,  and  pondering  upon  your  discourse,  which 
kos  inclined  me,  before  I  was  aware,  to  contemplate,  rather  than  talk.  You 
will  excuse  my  thoughtfulness,  Aspasio ;  or,  if  it  wants  an  apology,  you  must 
bhme  yourself:  for,  had  your  reasons  been  less  cogent,  my  attention  had  been 
iwre  disengaged. 

Atp.  My  dear  Theron,  I  shall  only  wish,  in  allusion  to  your  own  simile, 
md  in  the  language  of  the  best  of  books,  that  these  truths  may  *^  distil  as  the 
dew"  upon  your  mind,  Deut.  xxxii.  2.  and  "lie  all  night  upon  your  branches," 
Job  xxix.  19. — This,  I  am  persuaded,  is  the  only  way  to  have  all  your 
comforts  "green  before  the  sun,"  and  all  your  virtues  "flourish  as  an  herb  :" 
whereas,  under  the  influence  of  any  other  faith,  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  as 
flie  garden  that  is  visited  with  a  drought,  or  as  the  leaves  that  are  smitten 
with  a  blast. 

Tker.  I  shall  attentively  consider  both  your  doctrine  and  your  arguments ; 
which,  that  I  may  execute  with  more  ease,  and  to  better  purpose,  be  pleased 
to  sum  up,  in  a  few  words,  the  substance  of  what  has  passed.  Hiis  done,  it 
will  be  time  to  withdraw.  The  flowers,  you  see,  are  our  monitors.  They 
have  folded  up  their  robes,  and  veiled  their  beauties :  a  custom  which  they 
seldom  use  till  the  rising  damps  render  it  unsafe  for  their  master  to  be  among 
^Aan,  and  the  eunounding  gloom  renders  it  difficult  fox  bis  eye  \a  dk\B^iVU^>&\v 
them. 
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Atp,  You  could  not  oblige  me  more  ihftn  bj  giving  me  tadi  a 
We  trust  for  salvation, 

Not  on  our  own  external  duties.  This  were  to  build  our  house  upon 
sand;  which,  when  the  rains  descend,  when  the  torrents  pour,  when 
winds  blow  with  tempestuous  violence,  will  certainly  £Ed],  and  buy 
builder,  with  all  his  vain  hopes,  in  irretrievable  ruin. 

Not  on  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts.  This,  if  opposed  to  Christ,  and  ia*|| 
the  rival  of  his  merits,  will  be  a  ^'  despised  broken  idol."  Despised  hf  Wk 
infinitely  sublime  and  majestic  Ruler  of  the  world  :  Broken,  with  regard  Ij 
the  stress  we  lay,  or  the  confidence  wc  repose,  on  so  deceitful  a  prop.  M 
more  able  to  stand  in  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  than  Dagon  waa  ak| 
to  maintain  his  station  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord  God  of  hosts,  I  Sam.  t.  8^4| 

Not  upon  our  faith.  This  is  often  weak,  as  the  rickety  child  ;  sometfaol 
quite  faint,  like  a  person  in  a  deep  swoon  ;  always  imperfect,  like  every  otM 
performance  of  ours.  Alas !  to  what  afflicting  fears,  to  what  grievous  tt 
spondency  should  I,  for  my  part,  be  perpetually  liable,  if  my  own  faith  wai 
the  ground  of  my  justification  ?  Blessed  be  the  Father  of  mercies !  we  htttj 
a  surer  support.  Not  upon  faith,  not  upon  faith,  but  upon  its  graciori 
Author,  and  glorious  Object,  is  the  hope  of  Israel  founded.     Vet,  \ 

Not  upon  our  Lord's  righteousness,  considered  only  as  passive ;  but  upojl 
his  active  and  passive  obedience  united  :  all  that  he  did  in  conformity  to  id 
commands  of  the  law,  and  all  that  he  suffered  in  submission  to  its 
Both  which,  immensely  dignified  by  his  divine  nature,  are  a  baus  for 
faith  which  nothing  can  shake,  are  a  foundation  for  our  affiance  which 
never  bo  removed.  Nothing  else,  in  any  creature,  or  in  all  worids, 
expiate  the  least  sin.  This  not  only  expiates  all  sin,  but  gives  a  title  to  e  ^^ 
blessing — ^to  the  blessings  of  grace  and  of  glory,  of  evangelical  holiness  uA 
everlasting  happiness. 
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Aip,  I  HAVE  often  purposed,  and  as  often  forgot,  to  ask  my  Theron  wlud 
picture  he  was  so  attentively  surveying,  when  I  stole  unperceived  upon  kin 
in  this  favourite  arbour  ?  * 

Ther,  I  was  indulging  a  pensive  pleasure,  in  viewing  the  ruins  and  ooii> 
templating  the  fate  of  Babylon — that  renowned  and  opulent  city  !  once  thi 
residence  of  the  Assyrian  monarchs,  and  capital  of  one  of  the  greatest  empires 
in  the  world.  The  draught  I  held  in  my  hand  represented  some  of  its  remaina 
And  indeed  this  was  the  very  last  subject  which  employed  my  thoughts.  In 
the  morning  my  son  brought  me  his  observations  upon  the  scene,  which  1 
have  just  now  been  re\'i8ing. 

For  I  frequently  set  him  to  exercise  his  judgment,  or  display  his  fancy,  on 
remarkable  passages  which  occur  in  history.  Ho  waa  lately  commissioned 
to  determine  a  controversy  between  the  illustrious  Lconidas  and  the  less  cel&i 
brated  Pa;daretus.  Tliis  was  the  point  in  debate — Which  of  them  discovered 
the  truest  generoaity  of  spirit,  and  t\\o  moat  \ieio\<^\oN^oi.  \lbA\i  com&ftnfl 

•  Sec  Dialogue  V. 
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m  fMinar,  who  willhigly  aacrifioed  his  life  in  its  defence  ?  or  the  latter,  who, 
ksn  he  was  candidate  for  a  seat  among  the  three  hundred,  and  lost  his 
■ftioii,  instead  of  being  chagrined  or  diwatisfied,  went  home  unfeigncdly 
loicing,  *'  that  there  were  found  in  Sparta  three  hundred  men  more  worthy 
■a  hmuelf  ?**  The  task  of  this  day  was,  to  give  a  descriptive  picture  of 
Me  wonderful  ruins. 
Jip.  Pray  let  me  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  young  gentleman's  per- 


nor. It  will  be  too  long,  and  too  puerile ;  tire  your  patience,  and  offend 


ii|p.  I  do  not  use  to  make  either  of  these  complaints  when  I  am  enter- 

with  Theron's  compositions ;  and  as  the  son  has  so  much  of  his  father  s 

I  am  not  at  all  apprehensive  of  any  such  disappointment.     We  have 

Mmt  agreeable  situation,  and  more  than  an  houi^s  leisure :  I  must  therefore 

^eatniy  request. 

i  Tkir.  It  is  true,  I  have  retouched  the  sketch,  which  may  render  it  some- 

pkt  more  tolerable.     And  since  you  persist  in  your  demand,  I  will  read  the 

|l^.     Only  desiring  some  allowance  for  a  little  luxuriancy  of  imagination, 

lUcfa  in  young  writers  it  may  be  advisable  to  indulge  ratiicr  than  repress, 

I  age  and  judgment  wiU  probably  come  with  the  pruning-knife,  and  make 

m  proper  retrenchments.     I  must  farther  observe,  that,  contrary  to  the 

■torn  which  prevails  in  our  schools,  I  generally  choose  to  have  him  express 

I  sentiments  in  Elnglish ;  because  it  is  in  this  language  he  must  communi- 

te  his  own,  and  become  acquainted  with  the  ideas  of  others ;  because,  to 

quire  some  good  degree  of  propriety  and  fluency  in  this  his  native  tongue, 

il  be  incomparably  more  serviceable  than  to  speak  Latin  with  the  Tarentine 

sgance,  or  to  write  it  with  the  Ciceronian  copiousness. 

li  this  Babylon  ?  the  glory  of  kingdoms !  the  beauty  of  the  Chaldean 

xellency ! 

Where  oncfs  the  gorgeous  east,  with  richest  hand, 
Showered  on  her  kings  harharic  pearl  and  gold  I 

How  b  she  fallen !  fallen  firom  the  height  of  magnificence  into  the  abyss  of 
nfonon  !  What  was  once  the  object  of  universal  admiration,  is  now  a  spcc- 
ide  of  astonishment  and  horror. 

The  palace,  where  majesty  sat  enthroned  like  some  terrestrial  deity,  is  a 
mp  of  rubbish  ;  no  longer  distinguished  by  an  air  of  superior  elegance,  but 
y  itronger  and  more  melancholy  marks  of  departed  dignity  *.  Where  the 
oUes  of  that  sumptuous  court  tnuled  along  the  marble  pavement  their  robes 
ffRirple  and  embroidery,  there  the  crested  snake  hisses^or  the  fierce  envenomed 
Uer  glides. 

How  changed  is  the  hospitable  hall,  and  how  disgraced  the  room  of  state  ! 
he  first  afforded  a  constant  and  cordial  reception  to  the  welcome  guests ;  in 
le  last,  the  great  king  gave  audience  to  his  cringing,  his  adoring  vassals. 
ow,  thorns  overrun  the  circumference,  and  '^  desolation  sits  in  the  threshold 
them  both."  Where  are  the  roofs  of  ivory,  painted  with  vermilion  and 
lomed  with  sculpture  ?  the  radiant  roofis,  whose  lamps  of  burnished  silver, 

*  Benjamin,  a  Jew  of  Tndela,  in  his  Itinerary,  written  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1170, 
b  US,  "  Tfauit  he  was  upon  the  place  where  this  city  formerly  stood,  and  found  it  wholly 
loUted  and  destroyed.  Only  some  ruins  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  palace  were  still  remaining ; 
t  men  were  afraid  to  go  near  them,  by  reagon  of  the  many  serpents  and  scorpions  that 
V  Ihea  in  the  place. " 
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ipnilont  in  in.iny  a  bl;izing  row,  yielilwl  light  aa  from  another  sky  f  Sv^-_ 
rom  their  foundiitions,  tlicy  lie  clotted  with  defiling  dirt,  or  clasped  "^^ 
angling  briers.  Music  no  longer  poure  her  homiony  ttirough  the  spaj^^j 
nded  apartment ;  but  the  night-owl,  nestling  !n  some  cleft  O'lF^ 
uins,  Bcrcams  her  harsh  and  portentous  dissonance.  Joy  no  longoi  les^jJ 
!ie  sprightly  dance  amidst  the  lustre  of  that  artificial  day  ;  bnt  the  mXS^ 
sik>nt  circles,  or  flaps  her  sooty  wings-  All  those  gay  delipk»^3 
I  of  sensuality  hear  the  tale,  and  take  warning  from  the  catastr^^^ 
-all  those  gay  deIightgarecxtinguished,likeonG  of  their  feobK'st  tapers,  ^^^tg 
aving  illuminated  for  a  while  the  fcstiTe  assembly,  shone  itself  to  the  v-^ 
r  the  exhausted  socket,  and  in  a  moment  flashed  into  stench  and  daxkn 

The  walls,  though  cemented  with  bitumen  *,  and  cotigoUdated  L 
rinness  of  a  flint,  arc  become  liko  the  broken  bubble.     Tliere  was  a  i 
-hen  the  inhabitants,  confiding  in  the  strength  of  their  bulwarks  and 
inltitiido  of  their  towers,  looked  down  with  fearless  disdain  o 
L'siegors.     But   now   the   prophet's   threatening   ia  moat    terribly  fulfill* 

The  fortress  of  the  high  fort  of  thy  walls  liath  he  brouglit  down,  laid  k 
nd  brought  to  the  ground,  even  to  the  dust,"  Isa.  xxv.  12. — Where  an  4 
ates,  the  grand  and  glittering  gates  +,  which  admitted  tlic  triumphant  hi 

poured  forth  their  numerous  legions  agaioat  tlio  day  of  battle  ?     Not  a 

Lco  remans  to  tell  the  inquisitive  stranger,  *'  Here  the  spacious 
pened ;  here  the  mossy  portals  rose."     Commodious  walks,  in  which  1 
UBtering  merchants  raised  the  busy  hum,  and  planned  the  schemes  of  c 

iple  streets,  in  which  industry  drove  the  toiling  car,  or  smote  tl 
lunding  anvil,  are  shrouded  with   matted  grass,    or  buried  benetith  i 

nkost  weeds.     Silence,  in  both  places,  a  sullen  silence  reigns  ;  and  inoctirii 

death -like  inactivity,  stunibers. 

What  is  become  of  those  hanging  gardens,  which,  for  curious  contrivs 

id  stupendous  workmanship,  were  never  equalled  in 
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• 

nun,  and  has  crushed  many  a  stracturo  by  its  fall. — See  yonder  the  tri- 
Wphal  w^  which  exhibited  through  its  extensive  and  beautiful  bend  an 
adnntigcoaB  view  of  the  firmament.  It  was  once  the  graceful  memorial  of 
SDDe  oeiebnited  victory ;  it  is  now  converted  into  a  trophy  of  a  very  different 
'Ibd.  Jut  retaining  two  uneven,  battered,  ragged  stumps,  it  serves  to  recog- 
mt  tlM  destructive  ravages  of  time.  Spires  that  pierced  the  clouds,  and  shot 
te  the  d^ies,  are  levelled  with  the  trodden  soil.  On  pinnacles,  to  which  the 
ibn^winged  bird  could  hardly  soar,  the  grovelling  worm  crawls,  and  the 
wriSA  mil  leaves  her  slimy  track.  Baths  that  contained  tde  translucent 
«vt?«,  ind  were  so  often  perfumed  with  odoriferous  unguents,  are  choked  with 
Ok :  ihegruid  colonnade  that  surrounded  them  is  shivered  to  pieces,  and  the 
drvited  dome  that  covered  them  is  dashed  to  the  ground.  The  public  aque- 
^Kta^  which  conveyed  cleanliness  and  health  along  their  crystal  currents,  are 
d^gOKfited  into  a  stagnating  lake,  while  croaking  vermin  swarm  among  the 
wwdi,  and  noisome  exhalations  steam  from  the  mire. 

iigot  tnd  stately  temples,  that  seemed  to  affect  the  neighbourhood  of 

Imtio*,  ire  sunk  to  the  very  dust.     Who  can  point  the  spot  where  the  con- 

I  mailed  victim  bled,  or  the  sacred  fire  glowed  ?  where  the  sceptred  image 

'  Med  Its  majestic  head,  or  the  venerating  crowds  bowed  the  suppliant  knee  t  ? 

Oqpided  are  those  splendid  vanities,  and  cast  (according  to  the  denunciation 

if  die  aacred  oracles)  **"  to  the  bats  and  to  the  moles,"  Isa.  ii.  20.     All  is  low ; 

Was  the  spurious  dignity  of  the  idols  they  complimented;  low  ^^as  the 

toiw  that  is  trodden  down  for  the  dunghill,"  Isa.  xxv.  10. 

Sepulchres,  the  once  venerable  repositories  of  the  dead,  awful  mansions 

pstined  to  everlasting  concealment,  are  cleft  and  rent  asunder.    They  disclose 

«  horrid  secrets  of  the  pit,  and  frightfully  yawn  upon  the  blasted  day. 

Msibly  some  ravenous  creature  lurks  within,  that  has  already  rifled  the  tomb 

its  hero,  given  the  putrid  bones  a  new  grave,   and  waits  only  for  the 

»proach  of  night  to  repeat  his  funeral  dirge  in  yells.     Inscriptions,  designed 

perpetuate  some  illustrious  character,  or  eternise  some  heroic  deed,  are 

ended  in  the  promiscuous  mass.     In  vain  would  the  prying  antiquary  scarcli 

r  a  legible  or  consistent  sentence ;  in  vain  attempt  to  find  the  memorable 

imes  of  a  Nebuchadnezzar  or  a  Nimrod.     These,  though  engraven  on  plates 

'  brass,  or  cut  in  blocks  of  marble,  arc  lost  amidst  the  stupendous  lumber,  as 

rints  on  the  unsteady  sand  are  eff<iced  when  returning  tides  smooth  the  fur- 

med  beach. 

Here  and  there  a  straggling  cypress  rises,  as  it  were,  with  funereal  solemnity 
nidst  the  waste  f.  Somewhat  like  the  black  plumes  nodding  over  the 
KHiraful  hearse,  they  augment  the  sadness  of  the  scene,  and  throw  a  deeper 
ffror  on  all  below.  No  human  voice  is  heard,  nor  human  face  seen,  amidst 
beae  desolated  heaps ;  too  dreary  even  for  the  roam  of  hoary  hermit,  or  the 

•A  tower  in  the  temple  of  Beliu,  and  dedicated  to  his  worship,  was  very  high.  It  con- 
iited  of  eight  piles  of  building  erected  one  above  another,  and  rose  to  the  elevation  of  sLx 
mdred  feet  perpendicular. 

t  Allnding  to  that  prodigious  instance  of  profaseness,  ostentation,  and  idolatrous  mad- 
CM,  **  The  golden  image  set  up  in  the  plain  of  Dura,  whose  height  (that  is,  the  height  of 
M  itatae  and  pedestal  taken  together)  was  threescore  cubits,*'  Dan.  iii.  I. 

!  Ranwolf,  a  Grerman  traveller,  who  passed  that  way  in  the  year  of  our  Liord  1574,  says* 
This  country  is  so  dry  and  barren,  that  it  cannot  be  tilled,  and  so  bare,  that  I  should 
Tc  doubted  whether  the  potent  Babylon  did  stand  there,  if  I  had  not  known  it  bi] 
reral  ancient  and  delicate  antiquities  that  are  still  standing  hereabout  in  great 
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tell  of  gloomy  monk.     Abandoned   tlicy  arc,   totally   abanJonc^i,    to  tt 
dominion  of  solitude,  or  else  to  the  unmolested  reeort  of  aliaggy  nionaten, 
featliered  hags,  which  etun  the  midnight  honrs ;  these  with  their  impoitiuHl 
shrieks,  those  with  their  execrable  howls. 

See  to  what  a  doepienblp,  what  an  abhorred  state,  the  proudest  monumcB 
of  earthly  grandeur,  and  the  most  costly  apparatus  for  earthly  felicity,  may  1 
reduced !     A  pregnant  and  alarming  proof,  that,  for  lasting  honour,  or 
happiness, 

"  Thej  build  too  low,  nho  build  bcDeath  tlie  gkiea." 

Aip.  I  very  much  approve  the  choice  of  your  subject.  The  ruins  of  Vi 
sepolia  would  hsixv  given  ns  a  view  of  magni6cencc  in  abaaement 
of  Palmyra  might  have  showed  us  elegance  in  the  dust ;  but  the  miiwi 
Babylon  display,  at  once,  magnificence  and  elegance  under  an  eclipse,  Scri 
ture  and  revelation  in  their  glory. — The  utter  destrucdon  of  this  city, 
was  absolutely  uneq^ualled  tn  every  instance  of  dignity,  and  seeming 
invincible  by  any  enemy,  must  certainly  have  been  looked  upon  as  the  ir 
improbable  of  events.  Nevcrtheleaa,  its  utter  destruction  was  doerecd 
Jehovah,  and  <Ionouneed  by  his  prophet,  several  ages  before  the  execution  t> 
place.  The  awful  sentence  was  not  only  denounced,  but  recorded,  and  iae 
remaining  in  the  public  archives  of  our  religion. 

Ther.  Where  is  this  sentence  recorded,  and  remaining  ? 

A*p.  In  the  prophecy  of  Isniah  ;  and  not  only  recorded,  but  in  tiie  m 
circumstantial  manner,  and  with  a  minute  detail  of  tlie  horrible  desolatio 
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(3<^c<^^g  ^^S^ '  ^  WBSte  80  dismal,  that  none  of  the  neighbouring  shop. 
shall  imike  their  fold,  or  find  so  much  as  an  occasional  shelter  for  their 
^  where  kings,  grandees,  and  crowds  of  affluent  citizens,  reposed  them- 
I  in  profound  tranquillity.  Even  the  rude  and  roving  Arabian  shall  not 
ire  to  pitch  his  tent,  nor  be  able  to  procure  for  himself  the  poor  accom- 
tion  of  a  night's  lodging,  where  millions  of  polite  people  basked  in  the 
ine  of  profuse  prosperity.  In  short,  it  shall  neither  be  habitable  nor 
iible,  but  *^  a  dwelling-place  for  dragons,  an  astonisliment  and  a  hissing," 
i.  37-  What  was  once  the  golden  city,  Isa.  xiv.  4,  and  the  metropolis 
i  world,  shall  be  an  everlasting  scene  of  desolation  and  horror ;  a  fearful 
onent  of  divine  vengeance,  and  an  awful  admonition  to  human  pride." 
1  this  is  foretold  in  Scripture ;  and  though  to  human  appearance  impos- 
though  to  human  apprehension  incredible,  was,  in  the  appointed  time, 
minutely  accomplished.  The  memorials  and  evidences  of  the  accomplish- 
remain  to  this  very  day.  They  are  so  authentic,  that  the  most  inquisi- 
cariosity  cannot  doubt;  and  so  incontestable,  that  the  most  bigotted 
lulity  will  not  deny.  And  should  not  this  teach  us  to  reverence  the 
»rity,  to  admire  the  wisdom,  and  confide  in  the  promises,  of  that  heavenly 
He? 

mow  you  are  not  fond  of  compliments,  Theron.  Therefore,  instead  of 
ling  my  opinion  of  your  son  s  performance,  I  will  endeavour  to  return 
favour.  You  have  entertained  mo  with  an  account  of  the  most  memor- 
niins  extant  in  the  material  world.  Let  me  present  my  friend  with  a 
re  of  ruins  no  less  remiykable,  far  more  deplorable,  and  unspeakably 
sting  to  us  all.  I  sliall  give  it  in  the  colouring  of  a  great  master,  whose 
s  this  very  day  I  happened  to  be  perusing. 

e  passage  displays  a  doctrine  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  Christian 
ae,  and  by  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  imagery  to  be  met  with  in  elegant 
ttg.  I  think  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  practical  improvement  of 
nio's  declamation.  It  pleased  me  so  much  that  I  transcribed  it ;  and  I 
f  no  apology  for  Reading  it,  because  I  shall  expect  your  thanks.  Only 
le  hint,  that  it  considers  the  human  soul  as  originally  an  habitation  of 
through  the  Spirit;  and  then,  speaking  of  its  fallen  condition,  pro- 

rhat  he  hath  withdrawn  himself,  and  left  this  his  temple  desolate,  we 
many  sad  and  plain  proofs  before  us.  The  stately  ruins  are  visible  to 
r  eye,  that  bear  in  their  front  (yet  extant)  that  doleful  inscription — Here 
oycE  DWELT.  Enough  appears  of  the  admirable  frame  and  structure  of 
onl  of  roan,  to  show  the  divine  presence  did  some  time  reside  in  it :  more 
enough  of  vicious  deformity,  to  proclaim  he  is  now  retired  and  gone. 
lamps  are  extinct,  the  altar  overturned ;  the  light  and  love  are  now 
ihed,  which  made  the  one  shine  with  so  heavenly  brightness,  the  other 
with  so  pious  fervour.  The  '  golden  candlestick '  is  displaced,  and 
im  away  as  an  useless  thing,  to  make  room  for  the  throne  of  the  prince 
ukness.  The  sacred  incense,  which  sent,  rolling  up  in  clouds,  its  rich 
imes,  is  exchanged  for  a  poisonous,  hellish  vapour  ;  and  here  is,  instead 
iweet  savour,  a  stench.'  The  comely  order  of  this  house  is  turned  all  i 
confusion;  the  ^beauties  of  holiness'  into 'noisome  impurities;'  th 
se  of  prayer  to  a  den  of  thieves,'  and  that  of  the  worst  and  most  horn 
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kind  ;  Tor  every  last  is  a  thief^  and  everjr  theft  ia  lacrilege.  Continual  i^ 
and  robbeiy  U  committed  upon  holy  things.  The  noble  powen  which  m 
designed  and  dedicated  to  (Urine  contemplatitm  and  delight,  an  alienated 
the  service  of  the  moat  despicable  idols,  and  employed  into  the  vilest  intnitM 
and  embraces ;  to  behold  and  admire  lying  vanities,  to  indulge  and  cbei 
lust  and  wickcdncBS. 

"  There  is  not  now  a  system,  an  entire  table  of  coherent  traths  to  be  fboi 
or  a  frame  of  holiness,  but  some  shivered  parcels.  How  many  attempts  bi 
been  mode,  since  that  fearful  fall  and  ruin  of  this  fabric,  to  compose  again  i 
tmtliB  of  so  many  several  kinds  into  their  distinct  orders,  and  make  np  bttt 
of  science  or  useful  knowledge !  and  after  so  many  ages,  nothing  is  fimsbed 
any  kind.  Sometimes  truths  are  misplaced,  and  what  belongs  to  one  kiw 
transferred  to  anothtr,  where  it  will  not  fitly  matdi ;  sometimes  blsebl 
inserted,  which  shatters  or  diatnibe  tho  whole  frame.  Artd  what  witit  nn 
fmitless  pains  is  done  by  one  hand,  is  dashed  in  pieces  by  another ;  and  il 
the  work  of  a  following  age  to  sweep  away  the  fine-span  cobwebs  of  a  I 
mer.  And  those  truths  which  are  of  the  greatest  use,  are  least  Rgudl 
their  tendency  and  design  are  overlooked,  or  they  are  so  loosened  and  ti 
ofi^  that  they  cannot  be  wrought  in,  so  as  to  take  hold  of  the  soul,  I 
hover,  as  faint  ineffectual  notions,  that  signify  nothing.  Its  very  fiuH 
mental  powers  are  shaken  and  disjointed,  and  their  order  towards  one  Boott 
confounded  and  broken  ;  so  that  what  is  judged  considerable,  is  not  con 
dered  ;  ivhnt  is  ryeoinmenikd  as  eligible  and  lovely,  is  not  loved  and  choif 
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With  knowledge,  amiable  with  virtue,  and  in  every  respect  excellent. 
bow — to  apeak  in  tbe  language  of  the  mourning  prophet,  a  language 
s  move  pertinrat  than  on  the  present  occasion — *'  how  is  the  gold  become 
i!  bow  is  the  most  fine  gold  changed !" 
T%tr.  Man's  soul  is  rational  and  eternal ;  is  the  ofispring  of  the  Deity,  and 

of  resembling  its  Maker. 
Aip.  What  Milton  allows  to  the  fallen  archangel,  I  can  readily  allow  to 


•He  had  not  lost 


All  his  original  brightness. 

grand  and  distinguishing  faculties  of  the  soul  remain.  Just  as,  when  a 
is  poisoned,  the  waters  continue  to  flow ;  but  flow  no  longer  with 
flow  rather  with  death  in  the  stream.  These  very  faculties,  unless 
and  regulated  by  the  influence  of  religion,  must  be  our  present 
and  will  prove  our  everlasting  curse.  "  The  soul,"  you  say,  "  is 
is  eternal."  And  do  not  even  the  devils  possess  the  powers  of  rea- 
t  Is  not  their  existence  also  of  an  endless  duration  ?  Yet  are  they,  of 
cnatures,  the  most  execrable  and  the  most  miserable. 
Ton  call  the  human  soul  the  ofispring  of  the^Deity :  and  you  call  it  pro- 
tstlj.  Must  we  not  then  adopt  the  prophet's  exclamation,  ^'  How  art  thou 
Mn,  O  Lncifer,  son  of  the  morning !"  Isa.  xiv.  12.  How  art  thou  degene- 
Med,  O  man,  son  of  the  Most  High  ?  Thy  glorious  original  serves  only  to 
ifel  forth  with  more  glaring  evidence,  thy  deplorable  apostasy. 

CSipable,  you  add,  of  resembling  its  Maker.  Tliis,  I  acknowledge,  is  a 
prerogative:  in  this  the  infernal  spirits  have  no  share.  But  this 
will  always  lie  dormant,  will  never  awaken  into  act,  never  be  estab- 
in  habit,  unless  Almighty  grace  intervene. 
Tker.  The  most  celebrated  philosophers  of  antiquity  frequently  exhort  their 
rs  to  follow  nature,  as  a  certain  guide  to  true  excellence.  Many  elo- 
^Kot  writers  of  our  own  country  enlarge  upon  the  dignity  of  human  nature ; 
'mi  from  this  topic  derive  very  forcible  arguments  for  a  correspondent  dignity 
'blh  of  sentiment  and  behaviour.  Upon  what  can  those  principles  of  the 
Vcicnt  sages,  and  of  our  later  moralists,  be  founded  ? 

Atp.  Indeed,  Theron,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  tell.  If  they  have  any  foundation,  it 
i  merely  imaginary ;  not  laid  on  truth,  nor  contirnied  by  experience.  Accord- 
'agio  my  apprehension,  they  invert  the  order  of  things ;  they  take  that  for  a 
fmhdaium  which  ought  to  be  ranked  among  the  desiderata^  and  make  an 
lODom  of  a  mere  figment. 

Had  man  continued  as  he  was  created,  to  act  according  to  nature  and 
■eeording  to  the  law  of  Qod,  would  have  been  one  and  the  same  thing.  For 
whidi  reason  we  find  no  precepts  of  religion,  no  delineation  of  morality, 
given  to  Adam  in  paradise ;  because  religion  and  morality  were  engraven  on 
Us  heart  ;  or  rather,  they  resulted  from  the  very  bent  and  tendency  of  his 
perfect  frame.     But  since  the  fall  it  is  quite  otherwise. 

Tker,  Have  not  many  of  the  ancient  worthies  been  living  'confutations  of 
joor  opinion  ?  wise  philosophers,  judicious  lawgivers,  and  steady  ministers 
of  justice  ?  their  desires  refined,  their  affections  benevolent,  their  whole  con- 
duct upright  ? 
^i^  I  cannot  forbear  wondering  that  you  should  instance  \n  \;v^^nqxa 
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aud  mintatcra  of  justice  ;  since  tJie  vwj-  institution  of  their  office  p 
tUe  drpravitj'  of  mankind-     Was  hwDan  nature  agitated  by  a 
ticions  invlinotions,  the  barrier  of  laws  wonld  be  as  needless  in  ciiil  aoeiM 
a»  the  vaot  banks  of  Holland  are  needless  in  our  upland  rouuties. 

But  thia,  you  will  Bay,  is  adigresairc  observation  ; — your  qu(«tion  roqd 
a  positive  answer.  And  it  is  easy  to  answer — That  the  (tainting  ia  b 
the  life.  If  my  author  has  been  too  free  with  the  dark,  my  friend  has  b 
too  laiish  of  the  glittering  colours.  Those  famous  men  might  aim,  p 
■t  Uio  excellency  you  dcscritie.  Not  one  of  them  came  up  to  the  mark  jj 
■nppose  they  did,  this  would  not  invalidate  my  tenet. 

Tier.  This  not  invalidate  your  tenet!     Tlien  demonstration  t 
conviction. 

Atp.  Pray,  who  is  your  greatest  bvonrito  among  all  the  renowned  pet* 
«f  antiquity  ?  i 

Tier,  Socrates. — He  stands  at  tlie  head  of  the  daaa ;  and  was,  indispa 
Uy,  the  wisest  and  tbi:  best  of  the  heathen  world.  J 

Atp.  I  think  so  too.  Be  pleased,  however,  to  recoUect  the  Story  of  j 
physiognomist,  who  pretended  to  diseover  tlie  diBposition  of  the  nd 
by  the  cost  of  the  countenance.  The  professor  of  this  occult  acia 
nndertook,  you  know,  to  exercise  his  skill  upon  Socrates  ;  and  pronoraj 
him,  after  an  examination  of  his  features,  lascivious,  pasaionate,  and  moid 
Tliis  judgment,  so  extravagantly  wide  of  the  truth,  waa  brining  a  ston 
ridicule  and  resentment  upon  tlie  poor  fortune-teller ;  when  the  ingenqj 
philosopher  interposed,   and  owned   the   dcacription  to  be   exactly  trq 
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inJbUible  indication  that  thoy  have  no  unifonn  gcneroeityy  nor  any 
oonrage.     Deare  of  fiune  may  prompt  to  many  such  acts  as  dazzlo  the 
eye,  whidi  yet  are  £ur,  very  hi  from  genuine  virtue. 
Tier.  Do  yon  then  attribute  the  Grecian  politeness,  and  the  high  Roman 
all  the  gallant  actions  of  their  heroes  and  generals,  to  a  desire  of 
! 
dtp.  There  is  reason  to  suspect  that  they  derived  their  origin  from  some 
motive  :  and  no  motive  was  more  artfully  instilled,  or  more  assidu- 
cherished,  than  the  spirit  of  ambition.     View  their  crowns,   their 
les,  their  triumphal  solemnities ;  read  their  orators,  their  historians,  their 
The  former  were  the  school,  the  latter  were  the  masters,  to  inculcate 
)k  grand  lesson. 

Let  ns  consider  the  Romans  a  little  more  attentively ;  and  not  amidst  the 
\ktgi  of  their  community,  but  in  their  very  best  ages,  when  their  republic 
and  their  Scipios  flourished.  Many  great  and  shining  deeds  were 
'adoobtedly  performed ;  but  did  they  spring  from  a  reverential  regard  to  the 
Being,  from  obedience  to  his  will  or  zeal  for  his  honour. 
If  this  principle  should  be  thought  too  refined,  did  they  proceed  from  a 
Jive  to  their  fellow-creatures  ?  In  cose  neither  of  these  motives  *  actuated 
Ittor  conduct,  it  can  never  be  placed  to  the  account  of  virtue. — Had 
IcMTolence  been  their  leading  principle,  why  such  inliumanity  to  Car- 
Ifcage?  why  must  that  opulent  city  be  laid  in  ashes,  and  her  numerous 
dianis  be  put  to  the  sword  ?  Were  they  enemies  to  mankind,  or  aSiuisance 
m  the  world  ? .  You  well  know,  that  itiey  were  only  too  industrious,  and 
ioo  powteriul ;  by  which  means  they  would  bo  in  a  condition  to  eclipse  the 
aagnifioence  of  the  Roman  name,  and  dispute  the  prize  of  sovereignty  with 
tiw  Roman  state.  For  this  crime — a  crime  in  Ambition  s  eye  absolutely 
inexcusable — even  Gate's  upright  soul  shall  doom  them  to  utter  destruction, 
ad  Scipio's  gentle  hand  shall  execute  the  horrid  decree. 

Is  this  virtue  ?  Does  virtue  ravage  countries,  from  the  mere  wantonness  of 
fride  or  lust  of  pre-eminence  ?  does  virtue  destroy  millions  of  lives,  only  to 
aggrandise  a  particular  people,  or  extend  the  dominion  of  some  favourite 
cnpire  ?  If  this  were  virtue,  Brutus  thought  too  honourably  of  her  charac- 
ter when  be  termed  her  an  empty  name.  I  am  sure  my  Tlicron  has  juster 
iotioiis  of  things.  He  need  not  be  informed  that  true  virtue,  far  from  per- 
mating  the  rapacious  harpy,  acts  as  a  father  to  others,  as  a  father  to  all ; 
aid  Vke  him  who  is  both  its  pattern  and  its  author,  ^'  goes  about  doing 
poA.' 

Tker,  The  most  elegant  cane,  if  plunged  into  yonder  basin  while  the 
waters  are  curled  by  the  breeze,  will  appear  both  crooked  and  coarse.  I 
«aaiiot  but  think  the  accusers  of  human  nature  examine  her  state  with  a  pre- 
jndiced  understanding,  which  has  the  same  perverse  effect  upon  their  judg- 
ment as  those  ruffled  waves  have  upon  the  sight.  Or  else  they  contemplate 
her  condition  with  a  melancholy  mind,  which,  like  a  jaundiced  eye,  gives 

*  A  seal  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  a  concern  for  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures,  are 
the  troe  soorces  of  Tirtne,  1  Cor.  z.  24.  31.  When  our  actions  flow  not  from  these  prin- 
cipki,  reason  will  pot  a  query  upon  them,  and  revelation  will  expunge  them  from  the  list 
i»f  virtuei.  Thej  may  be  specious  in  themselves ;  they  may  be  costly  to  the  performer ; 
they  may  eren  be  gerwiceable  to  others ;  hut  can  no  more  deserve  the  title  of  virtue,  than 

the  Mctiritj  of  our  Aremen  in  extinguishing  the  flames  on  some  iuBUicd  VvouAt,  CMiXCkftTv\. 

he  aame  of  Cbaritf. 
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enry  otijeet  a  dietempoied  aspect,  diAeM  tb«  e 

tiful,  and  hangs  even  the  sun  in  manniiii^.  -irt 

Atp.  Rather  let  this  be  the  oompaiiaon  to  illiiittBte  onr  poiaV  VimriH 
meanest  piece  of  earth  through  the  piiimatia  ^iaad,  ami  it  will  ^>pCMV  ^ 
beautifnl  only,  hot  perfectly  splendid.  Bemove  tiu  deloMij  isedniM,  «■ 
all  the  sophisticated  linery  vanishes;  the  indigo,  the  onngv,  the  Tiola^  W 
gone,  and  leave  nothing  to  be  Been  bnt  a  mde  nnoniaiiMated  lunp  of  dif 
So,  if  we  consider  human  nature  aoootding  to  the  partial  repnmrtatiaMt 
self-love,  or  contemplate  it  in  the  flatteiiug  mirror  of  some  popular  writil|M 
it  may  seem  regular,  holy,  excellent :  but,  if  we  behold  it  onder  the  1^^ 
the  unerring  light  of  revelation,  its  fancied  uhaims  disappear;  it  ttiaM 
dothed  with  deformity,  and  is  a  spectacle  of  commiseration,  if  not  of  homi 

Tier.  What  reasoa  have  you  to  father  snoh  a  notion  npon  Uie  aaani 
writings  ?  The  sacred  writings  inform  na,  that  man  was  mads  **  aflat  H^ 
image  of  Qod."  This,  sure,  conld  not  be  ao  disbtaioniablo  and  depia*«A4 
pattern  as  your  discourse  would  insinuate.  J 

Atp.  For,  very  far  from  a  dishonourable  pattern  !     Hie  image  of  God4| 
the  consummate  standard  of  all  perfection.     In  conformity  to  tlua  admiiaMi 
exuuiplac  uiir  first  piiriiile  wore  uoatcd ;  and  in  this  odiniiable  conditio^ 
they  continued  till,  liy  transgression,  they  fell — full  from  the  most  holy  a 
happy  state,  iuto  guilt,  condemnation,  and  ruin.     Therefore,  whei 
catastrophe  had  taki^n  place,  the  sacred  historian  varies  his  style,  and  ' 
remarkable  peculiarity,  as  well  na  propriety  uf  speech,  says,  "  Adam  h 
•  {not  in  the  divine)  likeness."     Thate\-eryr( 
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bmking  them.  Unreasonably  discontented,  even  with  such  advantageous 
drcumfltances,  and  presumptuously  aspiring  to  be  like  the  Most  High,  he 
hearkened  to  the  suggestions  of  the  evil  spirit.  In  a  word,  he  violated  the 
pieoepi,  and  incurred  the  penalty.  God  was  just,  and  man  was  undone. 
He  lost  his  uprightness,  became  subject  to  mortality,  and,  as  the  nervous 
sriginal  expresses  it,  *^  died  the  death." 
TAer,  True,  he  became  subject  to  many  bodily  infirmities,  and  to  tho 
dty  (yf  final  dissolution.  But  what  has  this  sentence,  or  what  have 
anfiferings,  to  do  with  your  notion  of  universal  depravity  in  the  mind  ? 
The  death  which  tho  Almighty  Legislator  threatened,  can  be  opposed  only 
Is  the  life  which  the  Almighty  Creator  gave. 

Asp.  Be  it  so— The  Creator  gave,  and  man  possessed,  a  life  incomparably 
wne  excellent  than  that  which  the  pulse  imparts,  or  the  beasts  enjoy.  He 
possessed  a  divine  life,  which,  according  to  the  definition  of  the  apostle,  cou- 
nted ^  in  knowledge,  in  righteousness,  and  true  holiness,"  Eph.  iv.  24 ;  Col. 
m.  10.  This,  which  was  the  distinguishing  glory,  and  the  supreme  felicity 
d  his  nature,  this,  alas !  was  extinct. 

His  understanding,  originally  enlightened  vrith  wisdom,  was  clouded  and 
sfcrwhelmed  with  ignorance — His  heart,  once  filled  with  religious  veneration 
nd  wanned  with  heavenly  love,  became  alienated  from  God  his  maker. 
fiGs  passions  and  appetites,  instead  of  moving  on  in  orderly  array,  accord- 
ing to  the  beauteous  measures  of  truth  and  duty,  grew  mutinous,  shook  off 
the  government  of  reason,  and  ran  wild  into  the  most  lawless  extravagancies. 
— In  a  word,  the  whole  moral  frame  was  unhinged,  disjointed,  broken. 

Tker.  What  cause  have  you  to  suppose  that  all  this  misery  was  either 
indnded  in  the  threatening,  or  introduced  by  the  fall  ? 

Asp,  The  ignorance  of  fallen  Adam  was  palpable  :  witness  that  absurd 
attempt  to  hide  himself  from  the  eye  of  Omniscience  among  the  trees  of  the 
garden. — His  aversion  to  the  all-gracious  God  was  equally  plain ;  otherwise 
he  would  never  have  fled  from  his  Maker,  but  rather  have  hasted,  and  on  tho 
wings  of  desire,  into  the  place  of  the  divine  manifestation. 

A  strange  variety  of  disorderly  passions  were  evidently  predominant  in  his 
breast. — Pride,  for  he  refuses  to  acknowledge  his  guilt,  though  he  cannot  but 
own  the  fact. — Ingratitude,  for  he  obliquely  upbraids  the  Creator  with  his 
gift,  as  though  it  had  been  a  snare  ratlier  than  a  blessing :  ''  The  w^oman 
whom  thou  gavest  me." — Want  of  natural  affection ;  for  he  endeavours  to 
cut  all  the  blame  upon  the  weaker  vessel,  and  to  acquit  his  obnoxious  self 
hy  impeaching  the  wife  of  his  bosom. — Tlie  female  criminal  acts  the  same 
nhmnbled  part ;  neither  takes  shame  to  hcrstlf,  nor  gives  glory  to  God,  nor 
pits  up  a  single  petition  for  pardon. 

At  all  these  disasters  ensued  upon  the  breach  of  the  commandment,  they 
fimnsh  Q8, 1  think,  with  the  best  key  to  open  the  meaning  of  the  prohibitory 
MMtioa.  They  prove,  beyond  any  argument,  that  spiritual  death,  and  all 
its  consequences,  were  comprehended  in  the  extent  of  the  threatening. 

Tker.  How  could  one  act  of  disobedience  produce  such  destructive  effects? 
case  the  fair  image  of  the  Godhead,  and  stamp  the  monster,  stamp  the  very^ 
Ml  in  its  stead  ? — and  so  small  an  act  of  disobedience  too  ! 

dtp.  The  prohibition,  if  you  please,  was  small,  not  so  the  trangressi4 
It  was  committed  against  the  clearest  knowledge  of  duty,  and  tho  stroi 
oUigations  to  obedience.     It  argued  ingratitude  for  the  richest  favours^ 
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unbelief  of  the  most  solemn  declarations.     It  was  an  act  of  the  most 
presumption  in  the  creature,  and  of  the  most  impioos  rebellion 
Creator. 

As  to  the  smallncss,  or  rather  the  gentle  and  benign  import  of  the 
mand,  this  aggravates  beyond  measure  the  crime  of  disobedience, 
to  the  words  once  addressed  to  the  Syrian  general,  we  may  justly  e^ 
"  O  thou  Adam,  if  tliy  Lord  had  bid  thee  do  some  great  thing  (3 
Y.  13.)  in  submission  to  his  higli  authority,  and  out  of  gratitude  toK' 
unspeakable  goodness,  oughtcst  thou  not  to  have  done  it  ?     Uow  mnch 
when  he  says  to  thee — Freely  cat  of  all  except  this  single  tree.     TTm 
thousands  of  honours,  privileges,  and  gifts  be  thine,  only  one  ackno^ 
of  thy  subjection  mine ;  and  that  the  easiest  which  thy  heart  can 
even  thy  fancy  conceive." 

You  ask.  How  could  one  act  of  disobedience  produce  such  d< 
effects  ? — I  answer,  the  reality  of  the  fact,  in  numberless  instances  of 
nature,  is  plain  to  a  demonstration,  while  the  manner  of  operation  rci 
impenetrable  secret.     Every  child  perceives  the  former,  Newton  himself 
a  loss  for  the  latter.     For  which  reason,  I  have  always  thought  it  better 
believe  what  God  has  taught,  than  attempt  to  explain  what  Ood  has 
cealed.     Lot  us  forego  this  curious,  perhaps  fruitless  inquiry,  and  sal 
a  remark  which  naturally  arises  from  the  subject,  and  may  considerably 
our  minds.  % 

Ther.  Edify !  Is  it  possible  to  render  this  dishonourable  and  affliiiW)- 
notion  edifying?  Can  any  generous  fruit  spring  from  such  a  pei»iiiei( 
soil  ?  '  l( 

Attp.  Sampson,  I  believe,  had  no  expectation  of  finding  any  thing  Taln^MI" 
in  the  relics  of  his  slain  lion ;  but,  to  his  agreeable  disappointment,  ^  tluit- 
was  honey  in  the  carcass,"  Judges  xiv.  8.     If  our  doctrine  appear  gliaatljitf 
the  one,  it  may  yield  a  benefit  sweet  as  the  other. 

From  hence  we  may  loam  (what,  when  rightly  learned,  is  more 
able  than  all  the  sciences)  the  extreme  malignity  of  sin.     When  voh 
open  their  tremendous  jaws,  and  disgorge  a  fiery  inundation,  they  ooafins 
their  fury  to  a  single  territory.     When  famine  lifts  her  mildewed  hand,  and. 
destroys  the  supports  of  animal  life,  die  is  content  with  ruining  a  kingdom 
or  a  nation.     When  war  drenches  his  sword  in  blood,  or  the  pestilence  impieg^ 
nates  the  air  with  poison,  they  also,  even  they  observe  some  limits,  and  nevar 
make  the  whole  compass  of  nature  the  scene  of  their  ravages.     But  aoft 
levelled  its  blow  at  the  whole  human  race.     Sin  poured  contagion, 
spread  destruction  through  all  countries  and  all  ages.     One  single  act  of 
brought  confusion  and  a  curse  upon  tlie  material,  and  miseries,   infinite 
millions   of  miseries,  on  the  rational  world.     How  then  should  wo  few 
this  most  pernicious  of  all  evils !    with  what  carefulness  guard  against  iii 
insidious  allurements  !  with  what  resolution  fly  from  its  killing  caresses ! 

Ther.  I  must  observe,  that  you  take  for  granted  what  remains  to  be 
proved.  For,  supposing  your  account  true  with  regard  to  Adam,  yet  how 
does  this  affect  his  children  ?  Why  must  all  his  posterity  be  contuninated 
because  their  forefather  has  played  the  prodigal?  Such  a  heavy  chaige 
against  the  whole  body  of  mankind  will  not  be  admitted,  without  very  : 
cogent  proofs* 
Aitp.  The  proob  arc  cogent,  perViapii  uiclrjL^oXAtt.— A^^^sfi^.  ^alSssta  \ft  \!w». 
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in  the  case.     Reaaoa,  in  ooncfumoe  with  revdalion,  denandi^ 
^  Who  can  bring  m  dean  thing  ont  of  an  andean  V  Job  st.  4.     If  the  foon^ 
be  poQnted,  how  can  the  rtrcams  be  pore  t  and  if  the  root  ia  oompt,  it 
linpoaBible  to  conceive  how  the  brandies  should  be  sonnd,  or  the 


ThB  acnptoral  testimonies  are  almost  innnmerable.  They  poor  thdlr 
from  every  qaartcTy  and  constitute  not  two  or  three  only,  but  m 
cloud  of  witnesses.  **God  made  man  upright/  says  the  royal 
the  human  nature,  in  its  primitive  state»  was  without  any  wrong 
;  but  at  and  ever  since  the  first  transgression,  they  have  found  out  and 
many  perverse  inventions,  EocL  viL  29. 
Tktr.  I  do  not  deny  but  multitudes  of  people,  seduced  by  bad  example, 
betrayed  by  their  own  inadvertency,  have  departed  from  the  rule  of  duty; 
ifs^  as  the  wise  man  affirms,  tried  many  foolish  experiments  to  acquire 
and  devised  as  many  idle  excuses  for  their  foUy.  But  this  is  no 
irrefragable  proof  that  they  were  originally  bad :  it  oidy  implies,  thai, 
taking  proper  heed  to  their  ways,  they  warped  from  their  naUve  npright- 
Bm.  As  yonder  tulips,  though  perfectly  beautiful  at  present,  if  not  attended 
^rith  the  necessary  cultivation,  will  degenerate  into  homely  flowers,  and  at 
length  be  no  better  than  tawdry  weeds. 

J^,  No,  my  friend.  Iniquity  is  not  an  adventitious  thing,  caught  frxmi 
eiample,  or  contracted  by  carelessnefls.  These  may  increase,  but  these  do  not 
seeasion  the  moral  malady.  A  sinful  disposition  is  as  early  as  our  being, 
fte  very  mould  in  whidi  all  our  &culties  arc  cost.  David  bears  very 
express  testimony  to  this  humbling  truth  :  ^'  Behold  !"  (He  sets  his  N.  B. 
•pon  the  passage.  It  is  a  sad,  but  certain  fact ;  such  as  should  never  depart 
from  my  memory,  nor  ever  be  omitted  in  my  confessions ;  and  is  much  to  be 
Rgarded  by  every  reader :)  ^^  I  was  shapen  in  wickedness,  and  in  sin  did  my 
mother  conceive  me,"  Psalm  li.  5.  As  though  he  had  said,  ^'  Alas !  Lord, 
duB  crime,  though  extremely  horrid,  is  but  a  little  part  of  my  guilt.  I  have 
■ot  only  sinned  in  practice,  but  I  am  totally  and  universally  corrupt  in  my 
Toy  nature." 

This  he  acknowledges,  not  to  extenuate  his  offence,  but  to  lay  open  his 
cxeessive  vileness.  And  indeed  it  is  not  possible  to  form  a  right  judgment 
d  ourselves,  or  to  be  duly  humbled  before  God,  unless  wc  add  the  deprava- 
tioD  of  our  nature  to  the  transgressions  of  our  life.  Just  as  it  is  impossiblo 
to  discern  what  monstrous  and  voracious  animals  lie  hid  in  the  ocean,  if  wo 
ealy  glance  an  eye  upon  the  surface  of  the  waters. 

Tier.  This,  you  know,  was  written  by  the  royal  penitent  under  the  pangs 
of  severe  remorse.  Does  not  a  sense  of  his  enormous  iniquity,  together  with 
tiie  apprehension  of  divine  wrath,  make  his  hand  shake,  and  lead  him  to  aggra- 
Ttfte  features  ?  Or,  suppose  it  were  true  of  the  adulterous  king,  is  it  equally 
applicable  to  others,  who  have  escaped  such  gross  pollutions  ? 

A$p,  It  is  no  exaggerating  draught,  but  a  faithful  delineation,  and  exactly 
represents  every  child  of  Adam.  It  was  written  with  the  utmost  deliberation, 
and  therefore  is  introduced  with  that  call  for  peculiar  attention,  "  Behold !" 
and  though  David  was  scandalously  criminal  in  his  intrigue  with  the  wife  of 
Uriah,  yet  the  general  tenor  of  his  life  was  not  only  irreproachable,  but 
vxcmplarjr.  Who  so  zealous  for  the  house  of  his  God,  ot  so  devoted  an 
idmirer  of  the  divine  word  ?    His  heart  was  an  aVtai  c\«  ftwTv\w^  v^SflvN 


avenly  love  :  and  his  tongue  a  trompet,  to  Bonnd  tlic  pntiseB  of  Jehovah 

rough  all  generations.  And  if  he  had  reason  to  make  thia  abasing  con- 
iaion,  who  is  tho  p*rson  tliat  can  think  himself  aggrieved  by  sharing  lU 
0  imputation? 

One  of  our  most  eminent  martyrs  *,  when  hu  heard  of  any  malefactor 
ndemued  to  Buffer  an  ignominioua  death,  used  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
east,  and  say,  "  Tho  srieds  of  all  those  villaniea  Vfliich  brought  that 
happy  wretch  to  the  gibbet,  wore  sovm  here  ;  and  if  they  liave  not  sprung 

into  the  same  detestable  deeds,  unto  divine  grave,  unto  divine  grace  alone, 

all  the  glory  !" 

Ther.  Your  martyrs  had  honest  hearts,  but  not  always  the  clearest  heads. 
admire  their  zeal,  aud  reverence  their  memories ;    but    I  can  no  more 

'vtti  their  opinion  as  an  oracle,  than  I  can  bo  pereuaded  to  worship  tkeii 

Atp.  I  have  no  intention  to  palm  Popery  on  my  friend,  nor  any  desire  to 
lumniate  the  human  species.  If  it  be  di^ngenuoua  and  sinful  to  asperse  a 
rtieular  eharaotcr,  how  much  more  unjustifiable  to  traduce  our  nature  in 
Deral! 

My  account,  dark  anil  disgustful  as  it  is,  stands  confirmed  by  a  higher 
thority  than  any  jiriv.itc  opinion.  It  is  confirmed  from  an  univeraal  survey 
mankind,  taken  by  the  eye  of  tho  Creator  himself,  and  left  npon  record  in 
e  books  of  revelation.     "  The  Lord  looked  down  from  heaven,  upon  the 
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Seriptorei  to  Admit  of  mxy  oontrovenj.  If  there  were  any  that  under- 
afeood — they  an  aU  gone  ont  oi  the  way.  There  is  none  that  doeth  good 
—no  not  one.  Conld  any  conveyancer  in  Europe  have  contrived  a  form 
of  words  more  tdHy  to  ascertain  our  nnhappy  title  ? 

Tkmr,  There  may  be  some  texts  in  Scripture  which  seem  to  countenance 
yonr  assertion,  hut  these  refer  to  the  worst  of  men,  in  the  worst  of  times. 
And  can  yon,  with  any  justice,  ascribe  the  properties  of  a  few  reprobates  to 
the  whole  spedes  7 

J^»  This  veiy  passage,  and  othem  of  a  like  import,  are  adopted  by 
St.  Pan],  and  applied  botii  to  Jews  and  Gkntiles,  with  this  professed  design, 
^that  every  month  may  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world  may  be  found  guUty 
bdbre  Qod,"  Rom.  iii.  19.  Which  evinces,  I  should  think,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  nnivevsality  of  its  extent. 

If  to  the  universality  we  add  the  antiquity  of  this  &ct,  it  will  bear  the 
two  grand  characteristics  of  truth.  Far  from  being  a  novel  opinion,  it  was 
ieoeiv«d  as  a  maxim  in  the  early  age  of  Job :  ^^  What  is  man,  that  he  should 
pretend  to  be  dean  ?  and  he  tiiat  is  bom  of  a  woman,  that  he  should  pre- 
■ame  to  be  righteous  7"  Righteous  before  the  infinitely  just  and  holy  One ! 
^  Bdboldl  he  pntteth  no  trust  in  his  samts,"  though  the  most  exalted  of  all 
inteHigont  beings.  *^  Yea,  the  heavens,"  those  brightest  parts  of  the 
material  cxeation,  ^  are  not  clean  in  his  sight.  How  much  more  abominable 
and  filthy  is  man,  who  drinketh  iniquity  I"  Job  xv.  14 — 16 ;  though  loath- 
some to  Qody  and  worse  than  poison  to  his  own  soul,  yet  drinketh  it  like 
water,  without  any  hesitation  or  the  least  fear,  with  an  eager  and  profuse 
delight. 

This,  yon  will  observe,  was  alleged  in  a  dispute  carried  on  with  no  small 
vdiemenoy,  yet  is  admitted  on  all  hands  as  unexceptionably  true.  Be 
pleased  also  to  take  notice,  that  the  charge  is  not  confined  to  some  very 
notorious  sinneis,  but  is  laid  against  the  whole  body  of  mankind.  Whatever 
figure  they  may  make,  each  in  his  own  conceit,  they  are  all  described  in  the 
word  of  €K>d,  as  beings  insatiably  athirst  after  evU,  from  objects  that  we 
cannot  endure  to  behold,  or  cannot  behold  without  abhorrence  *.  Such  is  man 
by  nature !  People  must  have  eyes  very  different  from  mine  to  discern  any 
dignity  in  this  dntught. 

Tk«r.  As  to  innate  dignity,  we  will  let  it  pass.  But  this  I  must  insist 
upon,  and  several  writers  of  the  first  repute  are  on  my  side, — ^That  we  enter 
the  stage  of  life  in  a  state  of  indifference  either  to  good  or  evil ;  that  the 
I  aifiDctions  are  like  a  balance  nicely  poised,  and  preponderating  neither  one 
I  way  nor  isb»  other :  the  whole  socd,  like  a  sheet  of  fair  paper,  is  equally  sus- 
'  eeptible  of  straight  or  crooked  lines,  and  will  as  readily  receive  the  amiable 
features  of  an  angel,  as  the  liidcous  deformity  of  a  deviL 

Aip.  With  regard  to  your  first  illustration,  the  simile,  I  think,  confutes  the 
sentiment.  For  to  be  in  suspense  whether  we  shall  love  the  Lord  our  God, 
the  giver  of  all  good,  and  the  source  of  all  perfection,  this  surely  must  be  con- 
demned as  an  irreligious  temper. — ^This  is  a  criminal  halting  between  iGk>d 
and  Baal ;  a  neutrality,  which  is  no  better  than  hostility. 

I  fear  the  writers  you  mention  pay  but  little  deference  to  the  inspired 

*  Ttie  oMauX  words  lutve  two  fiffiiifications  t  one  ia  used  to  signif j  that  abominable 
pneCleek  wliicli  tke  Egypdani  could  not  bear  to  see,  Ezod.  vii.  Ter.  22«  Heb.  Bib. ;  yer. 
26L  EagjL  Bib.    Hie  ouier  denotes  an  object  too  sqoalid  to  be  yiewed  without  loathing. 
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ilumo.  Our  escutcheon  is  very  differently  blazoned  in  that  office  of 
liritual  lieroldry,  "  A  tmnsgivssor  from  tlie  womb  *,"  is  one  oF  our  here- 
tary  titloa.  Transgressors  wc  arc  by  strong  internal  propensity,  even  before 
0  transgress  in  outward  aft. 

Observe  the  young  bawthom  plants,  which  have  unfolded  their  greeii 
'  a  yonder  nursery,  hut  have  scarce  learned  to  spread  the  gay  bloasoni. 
in  those  au  equal  aptitude  to  produce  the  luscious  juicy  grape,  or 
vn  coarse  and  husky  berry  f  By  no  nieana.  They  will  (unless 
■afted  witli  some  generous  cyon)  certainly,  universally,  eonatantly  bear  the 
e  harsh  fniit  with  their  parent  tree ;  so  certainly  will  the  human  mind, 
ot  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  brancli  out  into  ungodly  tempers, 
id  bring  forth  wicked  practices. 

T/ier.  The  nobleman  mentioned  by  Xcnophon  +,  when  overcome  by  an 
luring  temptation,  devised  for  his  excuse  the  notion  of  two  souls,  one  that 
dined  him  to  vice,  another  that  prompted  him  to  virtue.  This  was  a 
oderato  carieature,  compared  with  my  friend's.  He  will  allow  nothing 
gular  or  graceful  in  the  human  heart.  You  have  metamorphosed  the 
aster-piece  of  the  creation  into  such  a  deformed  object,  as  may  justly 
^der  him  a  terror  to  himself.  Can  there  be  a  grosser  libel  ujion  tho  Creator, 
a  greater  discouragement  to  our  fellow-creatures  ? 

A»p.  If  tliis  be  a  distorted  piece,  what  will  you  call  the  following  descrip- 
"  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  man  was  great  upon  the  earth,  and 
lagination  of  the  thoughts  of  hia  heart  was  only  evil  continually." 


DIALOOVB  XI>  191 

TiiL  SI.    The  depmvity  of  human  natnre  continued,  nor  could  the 

of  an  nniTenal  deluge  puige  it  away.      So  deep,  alas !  is  the  stain, 

80  inconigible  the  virulency  of  original  coiruption,  that  it  will  3rield  to 

to  nothing  will  it  3rield  but  to  the  *'  washing  of  regeneration,  and 

of  the  Holy  GHiost,"  Tit.  iii.  5.     Till  this  ti^es  place,  crery  heart 

man  mnsi  wear  the  prophet's  stigmatizing  motto,  ^*  Deceitful  above  all 

and  desperatelj  wicked." 
Tk0r,  This  passage,  I  am  informed,  is  not  rightly  translated,  especially  in 
Ihe  last  expression.  The  Hebrew  original  does  not  bear  so  hard  upon  the 
character  as  the  English  yersion. 
Jsp.  Yon  allow  then  that  the  heart  is  deceitful.  And  of  this  we  have  a 
proof  in  the  conduct  of  Hazael.  He  thought  it  impossible  that  he 
ikonld  eTer  perpetrate  such  horrid  barbarities  as  the  prophet  foresaw.  ^*  Is 
Ay  snrant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this  great  thing  ?  "  2  Kings  viiL  13. 
Tca»  Haxael ;  howeyer  thou  mayest  imagine  thyself  gentle  as  a  lamb,  thou 
fierce  as  a  dog,  and  savage  as  a  tiger :  which  was  most  terribly  demon- 

by  the  event. 

Bnppose  we  translate  the  other  word  somewhat  more  accurately,  the  little 

rilfemtion  will  be  of  less  service  to  your  cause.      Instead  of  "  desperately 

widLed,"  yon  may,  if  you  please,  read  *^  deplorably  disordered,"  Jer.  xvii.  3. 

lUs  is  the  exact  import  of  the  phrase.     It  is  a  metaphor  derived  from  a  very 

;  firtanpeied  body,  in  which  the  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole  heart 

i  tuA :  ^  From  the  crown  of  whose  head  to  the  sole  of  whose  feet,"  there  is 

aoftiag  but  consuming  disease  and  enfeebling  languors  *.     The  rules  of 

ofility  may  set  a  specious  varnish  on  the  conversation,  but  until  grace, 

Mtctifying  grace,  administers  the  remedy,  the  most  civilized  heart  will  bo 

Iks  the  pale  emaciated  cheek  that  is  poorly  enlivened  with  paint. 

Tker,  What  say  the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  ?  Is  not  their  way  of 
*k»»VT^ig  more  liberal  and  benign  ?  If  human  nature  wore  so  hideous  an 
Mpect  under  the  legal  dispensation,  since  the  coming  of  our  Lord,  and  the 
phlishing  of  his  gospel,  one  may  expect  an  improved  and  more  pleasing  face 
rftliingB. 

Aip,  Human  nature,  in  every  period  of  time,  and  under  every  dispensation 
flf  tsKgion,  is  still  the  same.     It  was  the  Spirit  of  Christ  who  indited  the 
I  Old  Testament ;  and  he  cannot  vary  from  himself  in  the  declarations  of 
tile  New. 

I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe  that  all  the  bodily  diseases  which  our 
ffirine  Physician  healed,  during  his  abode  on  earth,  were  so  many  cmblema- 
tiesl  representations  of  spiritual  disorders,  which,  like  certain  family  dis- 
tonpers,  may  be  said  to  run  in  the  blood  of  all  mankind.  Will  you  give  mo 
kive,  Tlieron,  to  explain  myself?  I  do  not  like  to  engross  the  discourse,  yet, 
I  would  willingly  enlarge  upon  this  subject. 

Tker,  By  all  means.  The  laws  of  argument,  separate  from  the  indul- 
gences of  friendship,  give  you  a  warrant  to  urge  whatever  may  support  your 
cause.  Besides,  I  AbH  be  glad  to  hear  your  sentiments  iipon  a  point  so 
curious. 

Atp.  The  poor  leper,  covered  with  noisome  sores,  is  the  very  picture  of  a 
poDuted  nnner.     Was  the  one,  for  his  contagious  impurities,  separated  from 

'/«.  /.  A    Agreeable , to  tbia  doctrine^  and  consonant  to  this  metapV\OT,  \s  l\i«  cow- 
ianoa  of  oar  Liturgy,  **  There  in  no  health  in  us." 
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ho  sotiety  of  his  fallow -citisens  ?  So  ebail  tlie  othpr,  for  his  abomiftnhl* 
inclcnnncss,  bo  banished  from  ttie  beatific  presottco,  unlesa  he  bp  cleaiued  hf 
he  btood,  and  justiticd  by  the  rigbtcousncss  of  Jeeus. 

You  pity  the  condition  of  that  untiappy  creaturo  who  was  born  blind* 
lis  eyes  rolled,  but  rolled  in  vain,  to  Sod  the  dawning  ray.  Such 
enighted  state  of  the  human  mind,  till  Almighty  goodness  command  tha 
tales  of  ignorance  to  fall  off,  and  ponr  heavenly  day  through  all  the  tntol' 
I'ctual  faculties.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  we  begin  to  know  the  hotinta^ 
he  justice,  the  adorable  txeelleneieB  of  God.  We  see  the  sublime  purity  nf 
law,  and  the  extreme  depravity  of  our  own  hearts.  We  are  brougfal 
cquainted  with  the  transcendent  glories  of  our  Redeemer's  peracn,  and 
pprehend  that  most  comfortable  mystery  of  his  substitution  in  oar  stead. 
Ve  discern  the  incSablo  perfection  of  liis  merits,  and  the  divinely  rid» 
reeness  of  his  grace.  Truths  incomparably  more  delightful  to  the  soul,  than 
II  the  delcetable  scenes  of  creation  ore  to  the  sigtit. 

The  paralytic's,  enervated  limba  too  truly  represent  the  impotence  of  one- 
latnre.     Was  ho  unable  to  grind  at  a  mill,  to  run  in  a  race,  or  to  turn  Uims 

If  on  his  bed  ?     So  unable  are  wo  to  "  light  the  good  fight  of  faith, 

eraisB  the  graces  of  Christianity,  or  even  to  turn  oureolves  unto  God.     Da. 

it  you,  my  friend,  experience  something  of  this  inability  ?     For  my  port,  E 
oust  lay  my  hand  on  my  breast,  and  daily,  hourly  confess,  "  The  palsy 
ere.     Though  not  altogether  dead  in  sin,  (blessed  be  Christ  Jesus,  and  hif 
II  ickening  Spirit !)  yet  how  languid  is  my  eeal,  how  enfeebled  niy  industry,  i 
■cat  affair  of  evcrlnating  salvation ! — I  would  fain  believe,  and  with 
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noblo  antipathy. — Against  the  world  ?  That  were  a  laudable  disaffection. — 
No,  but  against  God  and  his  law.  Amazing  pcrverseness !  to  l>c  enmity 
against  God,  who  is  boundless  benignity  and  consummate  goodness  ;  enmity 
against  his  law,  which  is  the  transcript  of  his  amiable  perfections,  and  the 
fiuiltleas  model  of  all  virtue. 

Tker.  This,  I  suppose,  is  the  character  of  Saul  the  Pharisee,  not  of  Paul 
the  apostle ;  descriptive  of  his  condition  when  he  was  "  a  blasphemer,  a  per- 
lecutor,  and  injurious." 

Awp,  It  relates  not  to  himself  alone,  but  is  applicable  to  all  who  continue 
in  a  state  of  nature.  Tlio  blessed  Author  of  our  being,  speaking  of  mankind 
in  general,  says.  That  "  he  is  even  flesh,"  mere  flesh,  altogether  flesh  *  ;  his 
Tcry  soul,  and  all  its  powers,  are  wholly  enslaved  to  fleshly  appetites.  The 
beneficent  Restorer  of  our  happiness  pronounces  the  same  sentence  in  the 
vny  same  words :  '^  That  which  is  bom  of  the  flesh,  is  flesh,"  John  iii.  6. 
The  (iEuniltics  which  men  receive  by  their  natural  birth  have  a  carnal  bias, 
indino  to  nothing  but  sordid  pleasures  and  ignoble  pursuits.  Our  Saviour 
ninculcates  the  admonition,  and  illustrates  it  by  a  very  remarkable  allusion. 
You  cannot  forget  his  answer  to  a  procrastinating  disciple,  ''  Let  the  dead 
buy  their  dead,"  Matth.  viii.  22 ;  intimating,  that  as  many  as  arc  unsanctified 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  though  possessed  of  an  animal,  are  destitute  of  the  diviuo 
fib;  are  no  more  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  for  its  converse  or  its  joys, 
Ain  a  pale  corpse  in  the  coffin,  or  dry  bones  in  the  chamel-hous?,  are  quali- 
fied to  transact  any  secular  business. 

St.  Paul  sets  the  seal  of  heaven  to  this  momentous  truth  in  various  j)Jissagcs 
.if  his  epistles.  From  a  multitude  lot  me  select  one,  and  recommend  it  to 
your  serious  consideration :  '•  You  that  were  sometime  alienated,  and 
enemies."  Tlie  Colossians,  and  all  mankind,  were  alienated  from  the  living 
God ;  had  no  tnic  knowledge  of  him  ;  and,  what  is  worse,  had  no  sincere 
desire  after  him.  Nav,  tliev  were  not  only  stransrers,  but  enemies  :  in  a 
state  of  hostility  to  his  holy  nature  and  heavenly  will.  What  can  express  a 
greater  degeneracy  ?  Nothing,  unless  it  be  the  following  clause  :  '"  By  a 
mind  intent  upon  wicked  works  t ; "  a  mind,  not  only  averse  to  all  good,  but 
passionately  prone  to  all  evil. 

Tker,  A  few  picked  passages,  of  a  figurative  import,  and  artfully  cogged 
by  some  dexterous  interpretation,  may  seem  to  support  your  cause. 

iljrp.  Ah  !  Theron,  there  is  no  need  to  use  sleight  of  hand.     He  that  runs 

nay  read  this  doctrine  in  the  sacred  authors.     It  is  interwoven  with  tho 

whole  series  of  their  historical,  and  makes  a  professed  part  of  their  practical 

wntintrs. 

What  is  more  common  with  the  inspired  penmen,  than  to  express  a  pro- 

•  Gen.  vi.  3.  The  word  flesh,  by  vhifh  the  all-wise  Creator  chfirncterizcs  man,  Ki^nifient 
in  the  tacred  writings,  w^hatevcr  is  dishonourable  in  itsclt*,  provoking  to  God  or  introductory 
tJ  tlte  ruin  of  luun.  The  works  of  the  flesh,  arc  a  coinp;;ndiuin  of  all  iniquiiy,  Cial.  v.  lU 
— 21.  To  walk  afttr  the  flesh,  is  the  very  reverse  of  walking  in  the  spirit,  diametrically 
0})po$ite  to  the  divine  law  and  true  holiness,  Rom.  viii.  4.  To  be  carnally-minded,  of  to 
kare  the  inflaence,  the  savour,  the  rclisli  of  the  flesh  {jp^o\r[fM,at.  a-a»»<s)  preduniinuiit  in  our 
■inJa,  is  the  flpirituol  death  of  the  soul,  and  a  prisagc  of  eternal  death  both  in  body  and 
wul,  Rom.  viii.  6. 

'*'  t  Col.  i.  21.  Tf>  irnyua  »»  r«f  t^y^ig  reis  <rovK»eiSi  *'  mente  malis  operibus  intenta."  An 
eWDent  critic  wonld  thus  point,  and  thus  trans'^iatc  the  words  ;  and  assigns,  lor  his  altera* 
tion,  the  following  reason;  "Mens  enim  dicitur  esse  in  ea  re  quani  semper  cogitat,  af* 
rjaam  mpidinc  fertur  ct  inclinntur."— Davknant  in  ioc. 
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ligafe  courae  of  life  by  "  following  our  own  i  magi  nations,  and  walking  in  out. 

wn  wars?"      When  immonility  and  licentiousness  were  predominant  in 

sToet,  knew  no  restraints,  and  kept  no  bounds,  liow  doee  ttie  unLTring  biitO^I 

ian  describe  this  horrible  statu  uf  tilings  1     "  Every  one  did  that  whioh  wu^ 

igbt  in  Ilia  own  eyes,"  Judg,  xviii.  6.     Nothing  can  more  strongly  iraplW 

he  extreme  depravity  of  mankind  than  sudi  a  phraseology,  which  makes  itf 

and  the  same  thing  to  pursue  our  natural  inclinations,  and  to  act  tlie 

bandoned  dinner.  ' 

St.  Jude  cannot  write  a  ft'w  lines  but  lie  must  touch  upon  this  snbject(>i 

lust  teacb  this  humbling  lesson:    "Sensual,"  he  says,  "not  having  thtf)' 

pint,"  Jude  19.     According  to  hia  estimate,  not  to  bi;  actuated  by  ttM 

wcr  of  CBj'Pcinl  grace,  is  to  remain  under  the   dominion  of  sensuality.      Ifj 

may  credit  this  servant  of  Christ,  every  man,  while  unrenewed  by  tha'J 

'ine  Spirit,  is  governed  by  ficah  and  sense.     Can  any  man  thon  pretend  ta<| 

originally  free  from  the  influence  of  corruption  ?  i 

St.  Paul  exempts  not  himself,  no,  nor  any  of  the  highest  saints,  from  tfatt'l 

pprohrious  charge  :   "  We   all  walked  according  to  the  desires  of  tlie  Sesli, 

nd  of  the  mind." — Wliicb  desires  in  us,  as  well  as  in  the  idolatrous  heatheni^' 

^ere  base,  sordid,  and  contaminating.     Insomuch  that  we,  who  are  Jews  by 

irth,  who  are  sons  of  God  by  our  new  birth,  even  we  were  "  by  nature  ths 

hildren  of  ivrath,"  Epii.  ii,  3.     And  if  liable  to  wrath,  then  doubtless  snt- 

jct  to  depravity,  and  chargeable  with  sin. 

.   What   says   St.   James?      Vou  have  suppressed,  and  I  had  almut 
his   tiatimonv.  though   it  is  so  very  pertinent  to 
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slated,  not  iDen  thai  "arc,"  but  men  th4t  "were***  created,  &c.  The 
ptnre  eonsiden  Adam  as  the  cominon  parent  of  us  all ;  nay  more,  con- 
ns ns  all  as  existing  in  our  groat  progenitor  ;  which  is  so  far  from  over- 
wing,  that  it  establishes  the  point  in  debate.  For  if  wo  were  all  created 
r  the  similitude  of  God,  in  and  with  Adam  ;  it  must  follow,  that  we  all 
^m  our  conformity  to  Qod  in  and  with  Adam.  And  if  so — let  me  for 
retort  my  friend's  interrogatory, — Where  is  not  original  sin  ?  I  am 
'  sure  it  runs  through  our  Liturgy  ;  is  an  essential  pari  of  our  Articles ; 
most  strongly  delineated  in  our  Homilies.  Shall  I  produce  some  of 
e  testimonies,  which  are  as  clear  as  they  are  copious  ? 
'ker.  No  more  of  your  testimonies,  good  Aspasio.  Inform  me  rather 
i  advantages  can  accrue  from  your  inculcating,  or  my  adopting,  such  a 
rine.  Suppose  it  were  undeniably  true,  disagreeable  truths,  like  dis- 
cable  objects,  should  be  consigned  over  to  obscurity,  not  obtruded  upon 
view.  On  such  an  occasion,  the  reply  of  Tliemistocles  should  be  mine, 
of  the  literati  of  Greece  offered  to  communicate  an  elaborate  and  curious 
ntioiu  by  means  of  which  his  memory  should  be  so  wonderfully  strength- 
I,  as  to  retain  whatever  he  read  or  heard.  ^^  My  friend,'*^  replied  the  hero, 
u  quite  mistake  the  way  to  serve  me.  I  want  to  learn  the  art,  not  of 
mbering,  but  of  forgetting.'*'' 

tp.  If  to  forget  our  disease  were  a  likely  method  to  restore  our  health,  I 
lid  readily  concur  in  your  h6ro'*s  way  of  thinking.     As  this  will  hardly 
Uowed,  I  cannot  but  judge  it  more  advisable  to  remember  our  disease, 
we  may  inquire  after  a  remedy. 
'her.  Where  is  this  remedy  to  be  had  ? 

fp.  Not  on  earth,  but  from  heaven.  The  schools  of  science  cannot  dis- 
r  it.  Tlie  courts  of  kings  are  unable  to  procure  it.  The  college  of 
dcians  know  not  how  to  prescribe  it.  But  the  gospel  of  our  salvation 
bribes,  prepares,  and  dispenses  it.  Tlie  language  of  Christ  in  his  holy 
i  is,  "I  will  bring  her  health  and  cure,^'  Jer.  xxxiii.  6.  And  the 
uning  of  our  cure  is,  to  be  sensible  of  our  disorder. 

ence  we  are  taught  to  be  humble.  To  review  the  catalogue  of  our 
al  transgressions,  is  a  mortifying  employ.  But  that  which  lays  the 
in  the  lowest  abasement,  is  the  conviction  of  inbred  iniquity.  This 
:es  at  the  root  of  human  vanity,  and  cuts  asunder  the  very  sinews  of 
conceit.  Blindness  in  the  understanding,  impotency  in  the  will,  disor- 
in  the  affections — these  are  not  visitants,  but  inhabitants  f  ;  congenial 
I  our  frame,  and  ingrained  in  our  constitution.  How  then,  oh  !  how  can 
be  vain  of  our  moral  beauty,  who  have  an  hereditary  defilement  cleaving 
U  our  faculties  ?  Surely  this  must  banish  the  Pharisee  from  our  breast, 
inspire  us  with  the  sentiments  of  that  sincere  penitent,  '^  Behold,  I  am 
!*"  Job  xl.  4  ;  must  teach  us  the  language  of  the  abashed  leper :  **"  Un- 
q!  unclean!'"  Lev.  xiii.  45. 

iler.  I  should  think  it  would  make  us  melancholy  rather  than  humble ; 
serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  introduce  an  afflictive  sense  of  extreme 
;chcdne8s. 

Junes  iii.  9.    That  this  is  the  precise  signification  of  the  participle  yi^^Mr*;,  may  be 
red  from  1  Tim.  ▼.  9,  where  yty^vma  is  translated  having  been ;  and  must  necessarily 
.  not  to  the  present,  but  to  the  past  condition  of  the  widow. 
Called  ther«i6re  n  mmktix  iy  i/um  mfia^rta^  **  sin  that  dwelleth  io  me,''  Rom.  irii.  17. 

O  2 


190  THERON   AND   A8PASI0. 

Asp,  Did  wc  intend  to  rest  here,  your  apprehensions  would  be  just; 
wo  urge  the  doctrine  of  original  corruption  as  a  preparative  for  the 
tion  of  Christ. 

It  is  observable,  that  very  few  applied  to  the  blessed  Jesus  in  the  da.j«^ 
his  flesh  but  the  sons  and  daughters  of  a£9iction.     The  levee  of  that 
of  Peace  was  crowded  by  the  lame,  the  blind,  the  diseased.     These 
sensible  of  distress,  and  longing  for  relief,  fell  as  humble  supplicants  at 
feet ;  while  others,  who  were  firm  in  their  health,  and  gay  in  their 
rejected  him  with  contemptuous  scorn.     When  we  perceive  "  the  plagw^ 
our  hcart,**^  and  feel  those  worse  than  ulcerous  sores  which  overspread  onr  i 
we  also  shall  ardently  seek  to  "the  Lord   our  healer."      When  we 
ourselves  subject  to  the  curse  of  the  law,  in  bondcige  to  the  tynumjj 
Satan,  and  liable  to  everlasting  damnation,  then  the  divine  Physician 
the   divine    Redeemer    will   be   precious   indeed :  whereas,    if  wc 
insensible  of  our  misery,  the  gospel,  which  is  saving  health  to  the 
soul,  will  be  an  unafFecting  story  to  our  ears :  we  may  hear  it,  we 
read  it,  as  an  amusing  narrative;  but  shall  not  receive  it  as  a  sovereign 

Ther,  Not  receive  the  gospel,  Aspasio !  I  hardly  understand  what 
mean.     I  often  study  the  gospel ;  I  believe  it  to  be  a  divine  revelation, 
endeavour  to  follow  its  directions.     I  look  upon  it  as  containing  the 
refined  system  of  morality ;  as  enforcing  every  virtue  by  the  strongest  motii 
and  recommending  all  by  the  most  perfect  example. 

Aip,  To  which  you  slwuld  add—  as  revealing  that  great  Mediator, 
has  fulfilled  all  righteousness,  tt)  effect  our  justification ;  who  has  also 
fulness  of  the  Spirit,  to  accomplish  our  regeneration.     Otherwise,  what 
mention  is  infinitely  sliort  of  the  gospel,     it  brings  no  glad  tidings  to  &iV 
creatures.     It  administi^rs  no  succour  to  ruined  sinnners.     It  is  like  writii 
a  copy  for  the  blind,  or  setting  a  task  to  the  disabled ;  which  would  rather 
bo  an  insult  on  their  impotence,  than  a  relief  of  their  distress. 

The  first  particular  I  waive  at  present.     Only  let  me  ask  your  opinion  cl 


practiv 

morality,  will  be  no  better  than  endeavours  to  fly  without  wings,  or  to  nn 
without  feet. 

While  unimpressed  with  a  sense  of  our  original  depravity,  wo  shall  p8» 
bably  sit  down  contented  with  some  superficial  refonnation,  and  not  a8|nn| 
after  a  renewal  of  the  heart.  Civility  will  pass  for  sanctity,  and  a  tenlv 
perate  disposition  for  a  gracious  habit,  ^^^ly  is  the  new  birth,  why  are  i^ 
tho  saving  operations  of  the  blessed  Spirit,  disregarded  by  some,  derided  Ij 
others  ?  Because  these  persons  are  insensible  of  their  utter  inability  to  d 
good,  and  of  their  abject  slavery  to  all  evil.  Therefore  they  see  no  reaaoi 
for  this  divine  agency,  or  for  that  universal  change. 

You  also,  my  dear  friend,  while  unacquainted  with  your  natural  comm- 
tion,  cannot  apprehend  either  the  reasonableness  or  the  necessity  of  beiM 
"  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your  mind,"  Eph.  iv.  23.  But  when  experienoo 
has  taught  you  the  former,  you  will  want  no  arguments  to  convince  you  of 
tho  latter.  Can  creatures  who  are  blind  in  their  understandings,  discern  the 
things  vrhich.  belong  to  thoir  ctoraal  peace  \  C^^  ci^^Vxc«^  ^W  ^t^  dsul 
in  sitif  exercise  the  gracea  or  discharge  tVvc  d\\V\ea  ol  ^  C^risAkva.  \&<^\    ^ 
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whoae  hearts  are  enmity  against  God,  either  delight  to  do  his  will 

or  be  Doeet  for  his  beatific  presence  hereafter  ? 

[Under  the  influence  of  such  convictions,  that  new  birth  which  the  gospel 

Christ  promises,   which   the   Spirit  of  God   produces,   will  appear  as 

try  for  your  state,  and  be  as  welcome  to  your  soul,  as  these  gentle 

are  necessary  for  the  languishing  herbs,  and  welcome  to  the  thirsty 

\  The  dews,  though  refreshing  to  the  flowers,  may  be  too  chilly  for 
constitutions.  And  see !  the  star  of  evening,  by  proclaiming  the 
of  night,  has  given  us  a  warning  to  quit  our  arbour.  Some  other 
we  must  resume  this  inquiry ;  for  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  that 
theory  agrees  with  experience. 
JUp.  I  fear  I  have  abeady  kept  you  out  too  long.  Let  me  just  observe 
k  ve  go  in,  that  the  doctrine,  however  disagreeable  in  itself,  is  conducted 
i  a  advantageous  issue.  It  is  productive  of  a  much  more  substantial  con- 
IMioo,  than  history  assigns  to  the  great,  but  exiled  Marius.  When  he 
U,  with  his  ruined  circumstances,  to  linger  out  the  poor  remains  of  life 
Ita^  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  what  was  his  chief  support  ?  ^'  Contemplating," 
if%  the  historian,  ^^  that  famous  city  in  the  dust,  he  was  the  less  afflicted 
ilh  his  own  downfall." 

We  have  not  been  put  off  with  such  cold  comforts,  such  negative  benefits. 
k  belief  of  original  sin  has  a  tendency  to  make  us  humble,  to  shew  us  our 
Bed  of  Christ,  to  create  in  us  a  hunger  and  thirst  after  the  renewing 
lliiences  of  his  Spirit,  and  the  justifying  merit  of  his  righteousness.  So 
ktt  it  must  be  owing  to  our  own  perverseness,  or  our  own  negligence,  if 
•e  do  not  levy  a  tax  upon  our  loss,  and  rise  even  by  our  fall. 
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Tne  sun  was  fiercely  bright,  and  the  sky  without  a  cloud.  Not  a  breath 
hoed  the  woods,  nor  a  gale  curled  the  stream.  The  fields,  exposed  to  a'l 
fc  fiery  beams,  were  like  a  glowing  hearth.  The  little  birds,  overcome  by 
Ae  potent  influence,  lost  for  a  while  their  tuneful  notes.  Nothing  was  heard 
■  the  garden  but  the  drowsy  hum  of  bees,  and  the  moaning  buzz  of  winged 
aiects.  All  nature  seemed  to  languish,  the  flourishing  meads  looked  sickly, 
he  gayest  blossoms  began  to  fade,  the  sprightliest  animals,  if  not  reposed 
Older  some  cooling  shelter,  panted  for  breath,  and  hung  their  drooping  heads, 
midst  the  aU-surrounding  blaze  and  the  unsufferable  heat.  Aspasio  had  disap- 
cared  ever  since  dinner,  and  none  could  tell  whither  he  was  gone.  Tlieron, 
8  Boon  as  the  tea  equipage  was  removed,  took  his  way  to  the  wood.  Desi- 
008  of  the  thickest  shade,  he  hastened  to  the  centre.  A  serpentine  walk 
tmiposed  the  avenue,  which,  after  several  windings,  delivered  him  into  a 
irgc  circular  area,  not  covered  with  a  Grecian  or  Roman  temple,  unmeaning 
mitation  of  Pagan  idolatry,  but  surrounded  with  aged  and  princely  oaks,  the 
oafition  of  whose  branches  threw  over  the  grassy  plat,  a  majestic,  rural  dome, 
ind  their  unpierced  foliage  ^^  imbrowned  the  noontide  hours." 

In  the  mldsi,  and  elevated  on  a  square  base,  was  a  statue  Te^Teftcxv\ATk^\!"cv^ 
nenble  ETIJab  on  bis  bended  knees,  with  his  hands  sttctcVcd  o\3A»,  iwcl\  «^^^ 
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liftsd  up  to  \icavon.  His  attitude,  his  air,  his  every  feature,  were  m' 
lively  comment  on  those  strong  energetic  expressions  of  Scripture,  **^ 
hold  on  God,"  Isa.  Ixiv.  7 ;  "  Wrestle  with  the  Almighty*,  Col.  ir. 
*^  Pour  out  your  hearts  before  him,"  Psalm  Ixii.  8.  On  one  side 
pedestal  were  engraved  the  priests  of  Baal,  in  frantic  emotions  calling 
their  senseless  deity,  and  gashing  themselves  with  unavailing  woundsL 
the  other  was  exhibited,  in  basso-relievo,  the  adoring  Tishbitc's  altar  ;J 
victim  burning  with  fire  from  the  Lord,  even  while  the  water  nuiqj 
every  limb,  and  overflowed  the  trench  below.  V 

A  remote  cascade  tumbled  from  a  craggy  rock.     The  stream,  after 
wasted  its  silver  foam  in  a  winding  progR'ss,  straggled  into  this  grand; 
Here  it  just  appeared,  gliding  down  a  gentle  slope,  with  a  flaunting  air| 
a  prattling  noise.     Impressed,  as  it  were,  with  the  unexpected  soh 
the  scene,  it  seemed  to  check  its  wanton  waves,  and  turned  aside  into  a 
sequestered  path  :  as  some  heedless  trifler,  who  bolts  unawares  into  the 
presence,  stands  struck  with  reverence  and  awe,  or  retires  with  pi 
and  confusion. 

The  deep  gloom,  shedding  a  kind  of  night,  even  while  the  sun  glanfl 
the  sky  ; — not  a  whisper  stirring  among  so  many  millions  of  leaves,  aafl 
their  warbling  natives  hushed  in  silence ; — the  sonorous  toll  of  the  disH 
cascade,  and  the  tinkling  chime  of  the  nearer  rill ; — the  profound  adomik 
and  fervent  devotion,  which  lived  in  the  lineaments  of  the  impasnoJ 
stone : — all  these  circumstances  rendered  the  place  prodigiously  august  ■ 
striking.  Not  much  unlike  the  ancient  oratories,  where  holy  people  retifj 
from  the  giddy  ring  and  the  bustling  crowd,  to  ennoble  their  minds  with  ad 
lime  contemplation ;  where  they  bade  a  temporary  adieu  to  tlie  tumultod 
world,  its  gay  impcrtiuence  and  solemn  dullness,  in  order  to  maintain  a  mo 
uninterrupted  communion  with  that  mighty  Being,  "  who  sittcth  upon  ti 
circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grasshoppers  befb 
him;"  Isa.xl.  22t. 

Welcome  to  Theron  was  the  shady  bower ;  welcome  the  cool  aspect  ai 
the  musical  flow  of  the  water ;  but  more  welcome  than  all  was  the  sig 
of  his  friend,  who  lay  reclined  at  the  foot  of  an  oak,  with  a  book  half  open 
his  hand,  and  his  eye  fixed  upon  the  statue. 

Tker,  I  know  not,  Aspasio,  whether  I  must  make  an  apology  for  breakii 
in  upon  your  retirement ;  or  call  you  to  an  account  for  depriving  the  ladies 
your  company  at  the  tea-table. 

Asp.  Indeed,  Theron,  I  have  been  so  much  delighted  with  the  place,  wij 
th3  companion  in  my  hand,  and  the  noble  object  before  me,  that  I  scan 
observed  how  the  time  stole  away.  And  I  flatter  myself,  if  you  will  take 
seat  by  my  side,  and  share  my  entertainment,  you  will  be  more  inclined  \ 
excuse  than  to  aggravate  my  fault. 

Ther,  Is  TuUy  then  (for  I  observe  his  name  on  the  volume)  your  comjN 

f  What  a  noble  image  is  here,  and  what  an  exquisitely  fine  contrast  I     God,  the  gra 

God,  sitteth  on  those  lofty  and  immense  heavens,  which,  at  an  inconceivable  distance,  ss 

round  this  pensile  globe.     From  that  most  sublime  and  magnificent  throne  he  looks  doi 

upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth ;  who,  in  all  their  pomp  and  splendour,  amidst  all  the 

admired  works  and  boasted  acqaisitions,  are  mean  sitid  \m^Qt«Tit  in.  bia  si^t ;  mean  ii 

impotent,  bm  the  poor  insects  which  wander  o\eT  Wie  ^«x<;^«dL\Aa)2teil^x  vu^jnuMBitx'^ 

'~     ^  «.'i  the  day  in  idle  insignificant  ch\r\nusa,  und.  «x.  u\^\.  Vskb  "k^  V&ms  cnttaoK^ 

ion  on  a  blade  of  grass. 
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fWum  ?     And  can  soch  a  devoted  admirer  of  the  Bible  be  so  highly  channcd 

;..viili  a  heathen  classic?      St.  Augiistia  somewhere   declares,  that  though 

puaionatcly  fond,  before  his  conversion,  of  Tully's  writingfi,  yet  after  that 

^ memorable  diange,  ho  could  no  longer  relish  those  admired  compositions; 

because  they  were  not  sweetened,  as  he  expresses  himself,  with  the  mellifluous 

.Mine  of  Jesus. 

Atp»  I  am  for  from  pretending  to  such  an  exalted  pitch  of  devotion  as 
ttat  seraphic  fiither  attained.  I  can  spend  a  vacant  minute  on  the  delicate 
odea  of  Horace,  and  taste  a  refined  entertainment  in  Virgil's  beautiful  poem. 
Bat  when  I  hear  a  sermon,  or  peruse  a  religious  treatise,  which  borrows  neither 
dignity '  nor  charms  from  that  amiable  and  glorious  name,  I  own  myself 
eztiemely  disappointed.  Without  the  offices,  the  merits,  or  the  grace  of 
Chrifli,  the  sermon  and  the  treatise  appear  as  defective,  as  a  body  that  is  nei- 
ilwr  adorned  with  the  head  nor  enlivened  with  the  heart. 

Tker.  I  suppose  then  you  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  the  Grecian  and 
Boman  authors,  in  order  to  improve  your  taste,  and  polish  your  style. 

Atp.  These,  and,  I  am  apt  to  think,  more  considerable  advantages  than 
>,  may  be  derived  from  an  occasional  application  to  their  works.  They 
nay  serve  as  so  many  shades,  to  set  off  with  heightened  lustre  the  beauty 
and  glory  of  the  sacred  oracles. 

While  I  peruse  Plato's  ornamented  page,  or  listen  to  Cicero's  flowing  periods, 
I  am  somewhat  like  the  person  who  amuses  himself  in  a  gallery  of  painted 
flowers.  He  is  pleased  with  the  curious  creation  of  the  pencil ;  but  finds 
none  of  that  delicious  fVagrance,  none  of  those  breathing  sweets,  which  meet 
him  in  the  garden,  and  regale  his  sense  from  the  blooming  parterre.  So  here 
are  briUiant  sentiments  and  a  florid  diction;  delicate  touches  of  wit,  and  bold 
strokes  of  description  :  but  no  discovery  of  Christ  Jesus,  no  displays  of  his 
ineffable  love,  no  overtures  of  reconciliation  with  the  blessed  God ;  nothing  to 
jield  us  solid  comfort  in  our  present  state,  or  any  joyful  expectations  with 
re^rd  to  the  approaching  eternity. 

Be^des,  when  I  converse  with  those  celebrated  geniuses  of  antiquity,  who 
were  at  once  the  most  erroneous  and  the  most  judicious — the  most  judicious 
in  their  taste  of  polite  literature,  the  most  erroneous  in  their  apprehensions  of 
invisible  things — they  shew  me,  what  they  never  intended,  the  inexpressible 
neeil  of  revelation.  They  teach  mc  to  set  a  higher  value  on  that  inestimable 
gift.  I  bless  the  distinguishing  goodness  of  Providence,  which  has  cast  my 
lot*,  not  at  Athens,  but  in  Emmanuel's  land.  I  say,  with  wonder  and  grati- 
tude, *'  Why  did  not  my  existence  commence  in  those  eras  of  religious 
dotage  ?  -Why  was  not  my  portion  confined  to  those  regions  of  barbarism  and 
delusion  ?  Why  am  I  not  burning  incense  to  idols,  paying  senseless  adoration 
to  sculptured  stone,  or  worshipping,  with  detestable  ceremonies,  a  set  of  lasci- 
rioos,  debauched,  and  scandalous  deities?" — Surely,  Theron,  from  every 
pemsal  of  those  volumes,  attended  with  such  a  reflection,  we  shall  see  the 
utmost  reason  to  magnify  "  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God;  whereby  the  day- 
^ring  from  on  high  hath  visited  us,"  Luke  i.  78,  and  brought  us  out  of  dark- 
into  the  marvellous  light  of  the  Gospel. 


*  ADiidiDg  to  th«  itorv  of  the  philosopher  who  used  to  bless  the  gods  for  three  prin- 
leges : — That  he  was  made  not  a  brute,  but  a  rational  creature ;  that  he  was  bom  not  la 
Inrbarona  climes,  but  in  Greece ;  that  he  lived  not  in  the  more  uncultivated  ages,  but  1^ 
the  tboe  aad  wider  the  tuition  of  Socrates. 
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Permit  nic  to  mcution  another  benefit  wliich  may  result  from  a  corrci 
ence  with  those  masterly  writers.  The  streams  may  lead  us  to  the  ine: 
ible  fountain ;  lead  us  to  admire  the  only  wise  God  our  Sayiour,  who  has  gv 
such  a  shining  vein  of  ingenuity  to  his  rational  creatures.     As  I  read 
works,  and  am  charmed  with  their  beauties,  I  would  frequently  reflect—**: 
the  essays  of  a  finite  mind,  and  the  compositions  of  a  mortal  pen,  yield 
high  satisfaction,  what  rapturous,  what  unknown  delight,  must  arise  finm 
uninterrupted  communion  with  Infinite  Wisdom  !     To  stand,  not  at  the 
of  Homer,  and  attend  the  flights  of  his  elevated  imagination;  not  in  the 
sence  of  Socrates,  and  hear  the  dictates  of  his  sagacious  soul ;  but  to  fltanl 
the  courts  of  the  I^rd,  and  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  there  to 
plate,  without  any  interposing  veil,  the  counsels  of  his  unerring  provi 
to  have  the  mysteries  of  his  redeeming  love  laid  fully  open  to  our 
and  receive  the  brightest  manifestations  of  all  his  amiable,  his  adorable, 
unspeakable  attributes  ?" 

Tlier,  These  are  advantages  truly  desirable,  and  equally  obvious, 
thinks,  it  surprises  me  that  I  sliould  never  so  much  as  propose  them, 
grieves  me  that  1  should  so  long  be  deprived  of  them.  A  view  to 
very  superior  improvements  will,  I  hope,  render  my  future  intercourse 
those  favourite  authors  still  more  agreeable,  and  abundantly  more  benefit 
—But  let  me  ask,  what  passage  was  engaging  your  attention  this  aftenooii' 
A9p.  The  great  orator  s  treatise  concerning  tlie  *'*'  Nature  of  the  Diii^j 
Being*  ;"  that  part  especially  which  proves  his  existence  and  perfections  firaq 
the  formation  of  the  human  body. 

Ther.  And  do  you  not  perceive,  that  he  is  almost  as  deficient  in  the  know 
ledge  of  his  subject,  as  he  is  mistaken  in  his  ideas  of  the  Supreme  CtaidJ 
Tlie  exquisite  contrivance  and  inimitable  workmansliip  of  the  human  firami 
were,  in  those  early  ages,  but  dimly  discerned.  It  was  the  infancy  fA  mi 
tomy,  when  the  very  professors  had  scarcely  the  qualifications  of  a  moden 
pupil.  Many  of  the  received  notions  were  childish,  almost  all  of  tha 
superficial. 

Aitp,  Will  my  Theron  entertain  me  with  a  more  accurate  description  < 
this  wonderful  structure  ? 

Ther,  How  could  you  take  occasion,  Aspasio,  from  the  hint  I  dropped,  \ 
conceive  any  such  expectation?  It  is  one  thing  to  discover,  anoUier  \ 
correct,  what  is  amiss.  Many  s]>ectators  can  point  out  an  accidental  defect  i 
some  celebrated  statue,  or  a  small  indelicacy  in  some  valuable  piece  of  painl 
ing,  who  are  absolutely  incapable  of  retouching  tlie  one  or  supplying  tl 
other. 

Afj},  Since  w^e  are  fallen  upon  this  point,  you  must  give  me  leave  to  renci 
and  urge  my  request.  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  to  hear  your  remarks  upo 
the  subject,  especially  as  you  have  made  this  branch  of  science  a  part  of  yon 
amusement,  and  not  without  the  advantage  of  anatomical  dissections 
whereas  I  have  very  seldom  applied  my  thoughts  to  the  former,  and  neve 
had  an  opportunity  of  being  present  at  the  latter. 

Let  me  also  observe,  that  our  very  situation  favours,  or  rather  suggestf 
such  a  topic  of  conversation.  All  the  fine  prospects  of  the  country  are  exclu 
ded.  We  have  scarce  anything  left  but  ourselves  to  contemplate.  And  shal 
Mb  he  the  only  theme  we  neglect  \ 

*  De  I^alura  Dtoium. 
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n^r.  It  13  somewhat  preposterous,  I  must  confess,  to  pry  into  the  archives 

colleges,  to  ransack  the  cahinets  of  the  fnrtuoti,  to  carry  our  search  through 

whole  compass  of  external  nature,  and  at  the  some  time  overlook  the  far 

surprising  curiosities  which  ahound  in  the  composition  of  our  own 

. — Since  you  insist  upon  it,  my  ohservations,  crude  aud  cxtempora- 

they  are,  shall  submit  themselves  to  your  judgment,  provided  you 

be  content  to  receive  only  a  few  of  the  outlines  and  nothing  like  a 

draught. 

ifp.  Let  me  just  hint,  that  the  more  circumstantial  your  account  is,  so 

the  more  welcome  will  it  be  to  your  friend,  and  so  much  the  more 

ble  to  our  common  Creator.     For  I  really  think,  that  Galen's  declar- 

upon  thb  head  is  perfectly  just :  which  I  have  read  in  my  favourite 

cntator  Beza,  and  which  speaks  to  the  following  effect*  : — '^  Such  trea- 

as  display  the  exceUencies  of  the  great  Creator,  compose  one  of  the 

,Boblfst  and  most  acceptable  hymns.     To  acquaint  ourselves  with  his  sublime 

ions,  and  point  out  to  others  his  infinite  power,  his  unerring  wisdom, 

his  boundless  benignity  ;  this  is  a  more  substantial  act  of  devotion  than 

|i  day  hecatombs  of  victims  at  his  altar,  or  kindle  mountains  of  spices 

'-  fMs  incense." — ^Theron,  after  pausing  a  few  minutes,  thus  resumed  the  dis- 


L      Tier.  When  some  master-builder  undertakes  to  erect  a  magnificent  edifice, 

[  li  begins  with  the  less  decorated  but  more  solid  parts — ^those  which  are  to 

^  ■pport,  or  those  which  are  to  contain  the  rest.     This  order,  if  you  please,  we 

trfll  follow  in  considering  '^  the  earthly  house  of  our  tabernacle,"  2  Cor.  v.  1. 

First,  you  have  a  system  of  bones  cast  into  a  variety  of  moulds,  enlarged 

oreoDtracted  into  &  variety  of  sizes.   AU  strong,  that  they  may  commodiously 

\  bar  up  the  fleshy  machine ;  yet  light,  that  they  may  not  depress  the  animal 

with  an  encumbering  load.     Bored  with  an  internal  cavity  to  contain  the 

■oistening  marrow,  and  perforated  with  exceedingly  fine  ducts  to  admit  the 

loorislung  vessels.     Insensible  themselves,  they  are  covered  with  a  mem- 

kinet  of  exquisite  sensibility,  which  warns  them  of  the  approach,  and  secures 

Aem  from  the  annoyance,  of  any  injurious  friction;   and  at  the  same  time 

pRserves  the  muscular  parts  from  being  fretted  in  their  action  by  the  hard 

imI  longh  substance  of  the  bones.     Their  figures  are  always  most  precisely 

ftted  to  their  uses.     They  are  generally  larger  at  the  extremities  than  in  the 

■iddle,  that  they  may  be  joined  more  firmly,  and  not  so  easily  dislocated. 

Ihe  manner  of  their  articulation  is  truly  admirable,  and  remarkably  various; 

fet  never  varied  without  demonstrating  some  wise  design,  and  answering 

tome  valuable  end.     Frequently,  when  two  are  united,  the  one  is  nicely 

immded  and  capped  with  a  smooth  substance  ;   the  other  is  scooped  into  a 

koOow  of  the  same  dimensions,  to  receive  the  polished  knob  ;    and  both  are 

Mmcated  with  an  unctuous  fluid,  to  yield  the  readiest  rotation  in  the  socket. 

The  feet  compose  the  firmest  and  neatest  pedestal,  infinitely  beyond  all 

that  statuary  and  architecture  can  accomplish  ;  capable  of  altering  its  form, 

and  extending  its  size,  as  different  circumstances  require.     Besides  perfonii- 

ing  the  office  of  a  pedestal,  they  contain  a  set  of  the  nicest  springs,  which 

Wp  to  place  the  br>dy  in  a  variety  of  graceful  attitudes,  and  qualify  it  for  a 

DQltiplicity  of  advantageous  motions.     The  undermost  part  of  the  heel,  and 

the  extremity  of  the  sole,  are  shod  with  a  tough,  insensible,  sinewy  au\>^\;wwi^. 

•  fTde  Bez.  A  a  not.  ad  Rom,  j.  20.  f  The  \KTVOft\.tM\w. 
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This  we  may  call  a  kind  of  natura]  scandal :  It  never  wcais  ont,  nerer 
repair,  and  a1way:<  prevents  that  ondue  compression  of  the  rossels  whioh 
weight  of  the  IxkI  v,  in  walkin^T  or  standing,  might  otherwise  occasion, 
legs  and  thighs  are  like   substantial  and  stately  columns*;   articulat 
such  a  manner,  that  they  adniini:ater  most  commodiously  to  the  act  of 
yet  obstruct  not  the  easy  posture  of  sitting.     The  legs  swell  out  towards: 
top,  with  a  gentle  pmjection,  and  are  wrought  off  towards  the  bottom 
neat  diminutions ;  wliicli  variation  lessens  their  bulk,  at  the  same  time 
it  increases  their  beaut  v. 

The  ribs,  turned  into  a  regular  arch,  are  gt*ntly  moveable  for  the  aflijj 
respiration.  They  form  a  secure  lodgement  for  the  lungs  and  the  iMii 
which  being  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  imi)ortant  organs  of  fit 
have  their  residence  fortified  by  this  strong  semicircular  rampartf.  11 
back -bone  is  intended,  not  only  to  strengthen  the  body,  and  sustain  its  mtf 
capacious  store-rooms,  but  also  to  bring  down  that  communication  of  tt 
brain  which  is  usually  termed  the  spinal  marrow.  As  an  open  channel,  it  oq 
veys — as  a  well-closed  case,  it  guards — this  vital  silver^;  and,  by  seviil 
commodious  outlets,  transmits  the  animating  treasure  into  all  the  infeill 
parts.  Had  it  only  been  large,  straight,  and  hollow,  it  might  have  aervp 
these  several  purposes ;  but  then  the  loins  must  have  been  inflexible,  tt| 
every  man  impaled  (not  by  the  executioner,  but  by  nature)  on  a  stak 
coeval  with  his  existence.  To  avoid  which,  it  consists  of  very  short  bonti 
closely  knit  together  by  intervening  cartila^res.  This  peculiarity  of  stmctui 
prevents  dislocation,  and  gives  the  main  pillar  of  our  frame  the  pliancy  of  ai 
osier,  even  while  it  retains  the  firmness  of  an  oak.  By  this  means,  it  m^ 
kind  of  continued  joint,  capable  of  various  inflections,  without  bruising  tti 
soft  medullary  substance  which  fills  its  cavity,  without  intercepting  the 
vous  fluid  which  is  to  be  dotached  from  this  grand  reservoir,  or  di 
that  strength  which  is  necessary  to  support  all  the  upper  stories.  A  fonnntia 
so  very  peculiar  in  any  other  of  the  solids,  must  have  been  attended  wift 
great  inconveniences :  hero  it  is  unspeakably  serviceable — ^is,  both  for  woik- 
manship  and  situation,  a  masterpiece  of  creative  skill  never  enough  to  bl 
admired. 

Tlie  arms,  pendent  on  either  side,  are  exactly  proportioned  to  each  otlieri 
that  the  equilibrium  of  the  structure  may  not  be  disconcerted.  These  beiog 
the  guards  which  defend§,  and  the  ministers  wliicli  serve  the  whole  body,  an 
fitted  for  the  most  diversified  and  extensive  operations ;  firm  with  bone,  jd 
not  weighty  with  flesh,  and  capable  of  perfonning,  with  singular  expcditioi 
and  ease,  all  manner  of  useful  motions.  They  bend  inwards,  and  turn  out- 
wards ;  they  rise  upwards,  and  stoop  downwards ;  they  wheel  about,  tad 
throw  themselves  into  whatever  direction  we  please.  To  these  are  annexed 
the  hands,  and  all  terminated  by  the  fingers;  which  arc  not,  like  the  arms, 
of  the  same  length  and  of  an  equal  bigness,  but  in  both  n^spects  different 

*  Styled  therefore,  by  the  sacred  philosopher,  **  the  strong  men.*'  EccL  xiL  3,  andcoiB' 
pared  by  the  same  beautiful  writer  to  pillars  of  marble,  Cane  v.  15. 

t  **  Thou  hast  fenced  me/*  secured  my  inward  and  vital  parts,  '*  with  bones  and  tinewi,* 
Job  X.  1 1.     ^*  Crates  pectoris,"  is  V'ireirs  expression. 

X  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  part  which  Solomon  describes  by  the  silver  cord :  and  ii 
indeed  like  a  cord,  on  account  of  its  shape ;    like  silver  ou  account  of  its  colour,  Ecd 
xu.  6. 

§  Called^  in  Solomon's  figurative  but  elegant  aVftlcYv  o?  viAXAmi  ^^<i\«s^fw%^^ 
•use,-  Eccl  xii.  X 
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wftich  gives  them  a  more  graceful  appearance,  and  a  much  greater  degree  of 
nftfulneaB.  Were  they  all  flesh,  they  would  be  comparatively  impotent ; 
were  they  one  entire  bone,  they  would  be  utterly  inflexible;  but  consisting 
of  Tarions  little  bones,  and  a  multitude  of  muscles,  what  shape  can  they  not 
itfome  ?  what  service  can  they  not  perform  ?  Being  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
im,  the  sphere  of  their  action  is  exceedingly  enlarged.  Tliis  advantageous 
ituation  realises  the  fable  of  Briareus,and  renders  a  pair  of  hands  as  serviceable 
a  an  hundred.  The  extremities  of  the  fingers  are  an  assemblage  of  fine  tendi- 
Kws  fibres,  most  acutely  sensible,  which,  notwithstanding  the  delicacy  of  their 
exturc,  are  destined  to  almost  incessant  employ,  and  frequently  exercisied 
mong  ragged  objects.  For  this  reason,  they  are  overlaid  with  the  nails,  a  sort 
i  homy  expansion,  which,  like  a  ferule,  hinders  the  flesh  from  being 
mgracefnlly  flattened ;  and  like  a  sheath,  preserves  the  tender  parts  from 
BJnriooa  impressions. 

In  the  ministry  of  the  hands,  and  activity  of  the  fingers,  we  possess  a  case 
if  the  finest  instruments,  or  a  collection  of  the  noblest  utensils,  qualifying  us 
or  the  execution  of  every  work  which  the  projecting  genius  can  devise,  or 
lie  laviMh  fancy  crave.  To  these  we  are  obliged  for  the  beautiful  statues, 
Rrhicfa  have  often  entertained  our  eyes  in  yonder  solitary  walks ;  and  even 
br  that  melodious  trumpet,  which  now  addresses  our  ears  from  the  summer- 
Mmse  on  the  fish-pond.  These  raise  the  lofty  column,  and  turn  the  spacious 
irch.  These  swell  the  majestic  dome,  and  adjust  the  commodious  apartment. 
Architecture,  with  all  her  striking  beauties,  and  all  her  rich  benefits,  is  the 
teation  of  the  human  hand.  Yielding  to  the  strength  of  the  hand,  the 
aUest  firs  fall  to  the  ground,  and  the  largest  oaks  descend  from  the  mountains. 
r^ashioned  by  the  dexterity  of  the  hand,  they  accommodate  the  sailor  with  a 
loating  warehouse  ;  and  circulate,  from  Britain  to  Japan,  the  productions  of 
lature  and  the  improvements  of  art.  Obedient  to  the  human  hand,  metals 
scend  from  their  subterranean  beds,  and  compose  the  most  substantial  ])arts 
if  that  curious  machine*,  which  transmits  far  and  near,  to  the  monarch's 
olacc  and  to  the  peasant's  hut,  sucli  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  "as 
he  gold  and  crystal  cannot  equal,"  Job  xxviii.  I7. 

Among  the  Egyptians  the  hand  was  the  symlx;!  of  strength  :  among  the 
[tomans,  it  was  an  emblem  of  fidelity ;  and  I  think  it  may,  among  all  nations, 
be  looked  upon  as  the  ensign  of  authority.  It  is  the  original  and  the  univer- 
b1  sceptre ;  that  which  not  only  represents,  but  Jisct^rtains,  our  dominion  over 
lU  the  elements,  and  over  every  creature.  Though  Providence  has  not  given 
OS  the  strength  of  the  horse,  the  swiftness  of  the  greyhound,  or  the  sagacious 
loent  of  the  spaniel,  yet,  directed  by  the  understanding,  and  enabled  by  the 
hand,  we  can  subject  them  to  our  will,  turn  them  to  our  advantage,  and,  in 
this  sense,  make  them  all  our  own.  These  hands,  (surprising  to  relate  !)  these 
Ami  hands,  have  found  out  a  way,  whereby  they  can  dive  to  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean,  can  penetrate  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  reach  from  shore  to 
diore.  These  feeble  hands  can  manage  the  wings  of  the  wind,  can  arm  them- 
selves with  the  rage  of  the  fire,  and  press  into  their  service  the  forcible  inipe- 
tooflity  of  the  waters.  IIow  eminent  is  the  dignity,  how  extensive  the  agency, 
d  the  hand !  It  would  require  more  eloquence  than  your  orator  possessed 
to  display  the  former,  and  more  pages  than  your  book  contains,  to  describe 
the  laker.  How  greatly,  then,  are  we  indebted  to  our  indulgent  Creator  foi 
aooommodating  us  with  this  noble,  this  distinguishing,  this  iii\a\ua\)\e\i\Qm\a^ 

•  The  pi iatiag  press. 
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Above  all  is  tlie  liea-l,  a  iDujc^tic  dome,  designed  for  tUo  resilience  o 
the  brain.  It  in  framed  in  exact  eonfunnitj  to  tins  ilnpoi'taiit  purpow 
iiiuplc  ti)  reeeive  it,  »^trun^r  to  uphold  it,  and  firm  to  defend  it.  As  tlie  hew 
resonililes  tlie  gciierul's  tent  in  an  army,  or  the  monarch's  palace  in  a  city,  i: 
has  a  eoiiiniiinicatiuii  ei^tabliflhcd  witli  all,  even  tlic  most  inferior  and  rcinoti 
{Hirttt  of  the  Rystcm ;  lias  untlets  and  avenues,  for  the  ready  dispatch  o; 
conricra  to  :ill  quarters,  and  for  the  reception  of  speedy  intelligence  on  eveij 
interestinf;  oeeasion.  It  ta  fumiislied  nHtli  lodpncnta,  wherein  to  post  sen- 
tinels iif  variuiis  characters,  and  appointed  for  varions  offices.  Tu  expedite 
their  o|M'mtionB.  whether  they  ore  cniploytKl  in  reconnoitring  what  jrassca 
without  or  cxanihnn<,'  what  claims  admittance  within,  the  whole  turns  upon 
a  curious  pivot,  most  nicely  contrived  to  afford  the  brgest  and  freest  dr- 
cumvulutious. 

Tliis  stately  capital  is  screened  from  heat,  defended  from  cold,  and  at  tin 
same  time  very  much  beautified,  by  a  copious  growth  of  hair,  which  fluiri 
down  from  the  parted  forelock  in  decent  curls,  and  hangs  mantling  on  the 
vhccks,  clustering  on  the  shoulders.  A  decoration  incomparably  more 
delicate  than  any  or  all  the  orders  of  architecture  can  supply,  and  so  per- 
fectly light,  that  it  no  way  encumbers  or  incommodes  the  wearer. 

While  maiy  animaU  creep  on  the  ground,  while  all  of  them  are  prone  in 
their  ])osture  or  their  aspect,  the  attitude  of  man  is  erect,  wliich  is  by  far  the 
most  graceful,  has  an  air  of  dignity,  and  bespeaks  superiority.  It  is  by  Eu 
the  most  conunixlious ;  fits  us  for  the  prosecutiim  of  every  grand  scheme, 
and   facilitates  the  surcesa    of    n13   our     extensive    (lesi)Tii5.     It  is   liki-wisfl 
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)oli8,  some  of  which  ascend  to  the  head,  others  spread  themselves  over 
oulders;  some  extend  to  the  arms,  some  descend  to  the  feet,  and 
ig  out,  as  they  go,  into  nnmherless  smaller  canals,  visit  the  streets,  the 
and  every  individual  apartment  of  the  vital  city :  these  being  wide  at 
•rigin,  and  lessening  as  they  branch  themselves,  check  the  rapid  impetus 
blood.  To  sustain  this  shock,  they  are  endued  with  uncommon 
th  ;  by  performing  this  service,  they  oblige  the  crimson  current  to  pass  ' 
le  narrowest  defiles,  and  distribute  itself  into  all  quarters.  The  blood 
n  from  the  heart  dilates  the  arteries,  and  their  own  elastic  force  con- 
them.  By  which  means,  they  vibrate  in  proper  places,  very  por- 
tly against  the  finger ;  bring  advices  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
rian ;  and  very  much  assist  him,  both  in  discovering  the  nature  of 
es,  and  prescribing  for  their  respective  cures.  The  larger  arteries, 
rver  the  body  is  formed  for  incurvation,  are  situate  on  the  bendino* 
lest  being  stretched  to  an  improper  length  by  the  inflection,  their 
isions  should  be  lessened,  and  the  circulating  fluid  retarded.  They 
:)t,  like  several  of  the  considerable  veins,  laid  so  near  the  surface  as  to 
atrusive  of  the  skin,  but  are  deposited  to  a  proper  depth  in  the  flesh, 
situation  renders  them  more  secure  from  external  injuries.  It  conceals 
ise  those  starts  and  resilitions  of  the  pulse,  which,  if  apparent,  would 
nposc  the  most  sedate,  and  disfigure  the  most  comely  countenance. 
1  we  cast  our  eye  upon  the  river  which  runs  through  the  neighbouring 
ow,  we  might  observe  several  mills  intersecting  the  stream.  The  waters 
jse  places,  if  not  entirely  stopped,  drain  away  very  slowly.  In  conse- 
«  of  this  obstruction,  the  lower  channels  would  be  sunk  dry,  and  the 
r  ones  swelled  into  a  flood.  To  obviate  both  these  inconveniences,  low- 
are  provided,  which  carrying  off  the  surcharge,  prevent  a  glut  above, 
upply  the  banks  below.  In  those  parts  of  the  body  which  are  most 
to  pressure,  much  the  same  expedient  takes  place.  The  arteries  inos- 
?,  or,  breaking  into  a  new  track,  they  fetch  a  little  circuit,  in  order  to 
a  and  communicate  again  within  the  main  road.  So,  that,  if  any 
clc  blocks  up  or  straitens  the  direct  passage,  the  current,  by  diverting 
lis  new  channel,  eludes  the  impediment,  maintains  an  unintemipted 
and  soon  regains  its  w^onted  course. 

dns  are  appointed  to  receive  blood  from  the  arteries,  and  reconvey  it  to 
eart.  Small  at  their  rise,  and  enlarging  as  they  advance,  they  are  void 
ly  pulsation.  In  these,  the  pressure  of  the  circulating  fluid  is  not  near 
Tible  as  in  the  arterial  tubes ;  for  which  reason  their  texture  is  con- 
ibly  slighter.  Such  an  exact  economist  is  nature,  even  amidst  all  her 
ility  * !  In  many  of  these  canals,  the  current,  though  winding  continu- 
and  acquiring  a  proportionable  increase  of  gravity,  is  obliged  to  push  its 
against  the  perpendicular.  By  which  circumstance  it  is  exposed  to  the 
•d  of  falling  back,  and  overloading  the  vessels,  if  not  of  suppressing  the 
al  motion.  For  a  security  against  this  danger,  valves  are  interposed  at 
?r  distances,  which  are  no  hindrance  to  the  regular  passage,  but  prevent 
eflux,  sustain  the  augmented  weight,  and  facilitate  a  progress  to  the 
i  receptacle.     This  auxiliary  contrivance  comes  in,  where  the  blood  is 

parallel  insUncc  of  frugality  m  obsenable  in  the  arteries,  whose  coats  are  spun 
Bf,  as  the  diameter  of  the  yessels  becomes  smaller,  and  the  pressure  of  the  bloc  A 


!or> 

rontttrainod  to  climb ;  but  ia  dismiased  wlicre  tbc  st«ep  aecent  ceases,  an4 
uch  a  jirecaution  would  be  neciJleBS.  ; 

re  »ro  glands,  whose  office  it  ie  to  filtrate  the  passing  fluid.  Each  o^ 
glands  is  an  assemblage  of  veasels,  complicated  and  intervoWed  with, 
eeroing  confusion,  but  with  jwrfect  regularity.  As  some  kinil  of  sievoai 
rnnsmit  the  dust,  and  retain  the  com  ;  otbers  b()lt  out  the  meal,  ood  biildJ 
lack  the  bran ;  so  some  of  those  glandulous  strainers  draw  off  tne  finesty 
the  grossest  parts  of  the  blood.  Some,  bke  tlii;  distiller's  alcubiCf' 
ublimate  *' ;  others,  like  the  common  gewers,  defecate  f.  Each  fumu  t 
ecretion  far  more  curious  tlitin  the  most  admired  operations  of  cbemistiy; 
et  all  necessary  for  the  support  of  life,  or  conducive  to  the  comfort  of  t]i»: 
nimal.  3Iu8cles,  wove  in  nature's  nicest  loom ;  composed  of  the  elcndereoij 
bres,  yet  endued  with  incredible  strength ;  fashioned  after  a  variety  of) 
attems,  but  all  in  the  highest  tast«  for  elegance,  convcniency,  and  usefolneMi ' 
'hese,  with  their  tendons  annexed,  constitute  the  instruments  of  motion.^ 
former,  contracting  their  substance,  operate  somewhat  like  the  pulley  ial 
iieclmnics.  The  latter,  resembling  the  cord,  are  fastened  to  a  bone,  or  ■ome 
artition  of  flesb ;  and,  following  tbe  muscukr  contraction,  actuate  the  ptot^ 
ito  which  tbcy  are  inserted.  'This,  and  all  their  functions,  they  executa^^ 
Lot  like  a  sluggiah  beast  of  burden,  but  quick  as  the  lightning.  Nemt/ 
urprisingly  minute  tubes — derived  from  tbe  bmin,  and  permeated  by  MU 
xquisitely  eubtila  fluid,  which,  gliding  into  the  muscles,  sL'tfl  tlieni  on  worM 
~-difliise   the  power  of  sensation  through  the  body;  or,  returning  upon  anjr 


DIALOGUB  Xn.  207 

rhich  constitaiefl  wliai  we  iisu«lly  call  insensible  perspiration.     The  threads 

0  multiplied,  that  neither  the  point  of  the  smallest  needle,  nor  the  iDcom- 
larably  nicer  spear  of  a  gnat,  nor  even  the  invisible  lancet  of  the  fioa,  can 
Herce  any  single  part,  without  causing  an  uneasy  sensation,  and  a  suffusion 
ji  blood ;  consequently,  without  wounding,  even  by  so  small  a  puncture, 
3oth  a  nerve  and  a  vein  *. 

The  veins,  either  pervading  or  lying  parallel  with  this  fine  transparent 
soai,  bettutify  the  human  structure ;  those  parts  especially,  which  are  most 
xmspicaous  and  intended  for  public  view.  The  pliant  wrist,  and  the  taper 
urn,  they  variegate  with  an  inlay  of  living  sapphire.  They  spread  vermilion 
Dver  the  lips,  and  plant  roses  in  the  cheeks,  while  the  eye,  tinged  with  glossy 
jet,  or  spariiling  with  the  blue  of  heaven,  is  fixed  in  an  orb  of  polished 
iTiystal.  Insomuch  that  the  earthly  tabernacle  exhibits  the  nicest  propor- 
kioos  and  richest  graces ; — such  nice  proportions  as  afford  the  most  correct 
QDodela  for  statuary  ;  such  rich  graces,  as  the  canvass  never  bore,  as  painting 
imitates  in  vain. 

Jtp.  How  just  in  itself,  and  how  pertinent  to  our  purpose,  is  that  well- 
known  acknowledgment  of  tlie  sacred  and  royal  anatomist :  '^  I  am  curiously 
wnaght ! "  *'*'  There  is  a  variety,  a  regularity,  and  an  elegance,  in  the 
texture  of  my  body ;  in  the  formation  and  arrangement  of  tlic^so  bones  and 
muscles,  these  veins  and  arteries — ^resembling,  shall  I  say  ? — rather,  infinitely 
surpassing,  the  most  costly  and  admired  pieces  of  embroidery." 

It  is  one  of  the  finest  similitudes  which  the  whole  circle  of  polite  arts  could 
afford.     Yet  every  comparison,  fetched  from  the  performances  of  mankind, 
must  necessarily  debase  the  noble  subject.     All  the  enrichments  which  the 
needle  can  give,  or  the  most  splendid  silks  receive,  are  rude,  are  coarse,  are 
mere  sackcloth,  when  set  in  opposition  to  the  exquisite  delicacy  of  the  fleshly 
web ;  as,  indeed,  all  the  celebrated  palaces,  amphitheatres,  temples,  which 
erer  adorned  the  most  magnificent  cities  in  the  world,  are  but  a  heap  of 
eonfusion,  if  compared  with  the  symmetry  and  beauty  of  the  bodily  fabric. 
And,  what  is  beyond  measure  marvellous,  all  these  wonders  of  mechanism 
md  decoration  arose,  not  from  the  purer  elements,  not  from  the  more  refined 
parts  of  the  creation,  but  from  the  dust  of  the  ground.     How  easily,  Tlieron, 
on  that  stupendous  Artificer  renew  our  hearts,  and  transform  our  souls  into 
\m  own  image,  who  could  raise  such  delicate  and  stately  edifices  from  par- 
tides — despicable  particles  of  the  trodden  soil ! 

I  could  not  forbear  interposing  this  remark ;  because  it  tends  to  manifest  our 
Giestoi^s  glory,  to  encourage  our  hopes,  and  strengthen  our  faith  ;  otherwise 

1  I  should  be  angry  with  myself  for  interrupting  your  discourse.  Pray  go  on 
with  your  description  of  tho  animal  economy  :  only  let  me  observe,  that  such 
t  ooarse  of  incessant  action  must  exhaust  the  fluids,  must  waste  the  solids ; 
and,  unless  both  are  supplied  with  proper  recruits,  must  gradually  weaken, 
•■d  at  length  totally  destroy  the  machine. 

Tker,  For  tliis  reason,  it  is  furnished  with  the  organs,  and  endued  with  the 
powers  of  nutrition. — Teeth,  the  foremost  thin  and  sharp,  fitU*d  to  bite 
asunder  the  food,  or  cut  f  off  such  a  portion  as  the  mouth  can  conveniently 
manage ;  the  hindermost  broad  and  strong,  indented  like  the  surface  of  a 

*  A  blood-fetsel  at  least.  Compared  with  these  yesseb,  the  fine  filmy  threads,  which, 
as  some  bright  aatumnal  moming,  float  in  the  air,  or  hang  on  the  stubble,  must  be  large 
at  a  bdl-rope,  or  bulky  as  a  cable. 

t  Called  therefore,  ''incisiye.'* 


T't-  TfiEnoN  Axn  ASiMsro. 

<  :  .  *,  >Mlli  sinall  cavities,  and  jafrr.a-d  with  little  asporiticfl,  whi 
-.  :'  .in  to  irrind  in  jiirccM  wliatcvor  is  tnmsniitti-d  to  tlicir  operatio 
•  :'  .'  i»vili.  liki'  nur  ritlnr  iMinj;;*,  covfrcd  with  the  usual  nuinbmne,  tl 
J.  .  •  v'.owinix  would  always  o<-ca>ion  ^rreat  unfaf*ini-ss  ;  ami,  when  u 
\ir'.  s:;'/s;aui*o  is  cattn,  niiLdit  even  lacerate;  the  tender  te;Tinnent.  Wo 
-•  V  *.:':  without  any  .si»rt  «^f  rr»vrrin;r,  they  wcmld  suffer  from  the  inclemei 
:  •>  . :' the  air,  and  he  liaMe  to  the  penetratiou  of  liquors:  in  which  ca^ 
:-;\  T'.ui-it  soon  heeonie  snft  au«l  unfit  for  service,  or  he  corrupted,  at 
.vvr, 'y  ]vri>]i.  To  ^uanl  a'iaiust  these  disadvantages,  they  are  curion^ 
i  kj.vl,  or  overl:ii«l  with  a  nvat  <Tjani"K  as  white  as  ivory,  and  harder  ti^ 
•.  •^-  h'Ue  it.M'll';  whirh  rrmliTs  thcin  an  ornament  to  the  mouth,  sccnm 
:*".tn  from  variouj^  injurii'*,  and  txiinpts  them  fn»m  pain  in  the  office  § 
r,'..i*tiiMli«»n. 

As  the  rims  and  cn^hinns  of  a  hilliard-tahle  keep  the  hall  from  flying  of 
*:»d  send  it  hark  into  tlie  ;;:r(»ii  ana  for  n]u'ated  < ssays  of  skill  ;  80  thdiH 
rr.'vent  the  f«)oil  from  slijipin;:  <>"t  (»f  the  mouth,  an<l,  assisted  hy  thetonoQA 
return  it  to  th«'  rinew»<l  attrition  of  tin*  ^rimlers.  While  the  lips,  in  conodl 
%%iih  tl'ii*  cherks,  an*  i'mj»]r)yrd  in  this  work,  their  motion  compresses  th 
cirvMUujaeeiit  (.dands  :  and  from  iununirrahle  little  orifices  a  thin  pelluoil 
h^pior  e.\u«h-s,  whieli  moistens  the  attenuated  food,  ami  pri'pares  it  for  mon 
tMsy  digestion.  NVhcn  the  mouth  n mains  imu-tive.  these  fountains  of  spittt 
.If.*  in  a  manner  closed.  Hut  wln'u  it  is  exercised,  either  in  speaking  0 
e.itiui:,  their  moisture  then  heiui'  peculiarly  necissiry,  they  never  fail  to  giT 
eut  a  sutheieut  qnantily. 

WIh'Ii  the  sohlier  charix»'.s  his  cMrhiue,  the  cartritli>e  couhl  not  make  itswa* 
tv»  the  Inittom  wltliont  tlu»  j)rotru«ion  <if  the  ramnjd  t.  X«'ither  woidd  th 
food,  which  wi'  reeei\e  at  the  mouth,  cleseend  hy  the  f<)rce  of  its  own  weight 
ihrouch  a  narrow  and  clammy  ch.anueU  into  th.e  stomach.  To  <'ffectuaU 
therefore,  and  expeilile  its  j»a><sa^»',  muscles  hoth  straiLrht  and  circular  af 
provided.  Tin*  foriiuT  eiihirire  tht'  cavity  of  thi'  throat,  aiul  afford  a  moi 
caM"  admittance;  the  lattiT,  el osiniir  behind  tlie  descendin<T  aliment,  press i 
downwanls,  ami  finish  the  di'L'lutitiiJU.  l*»efore  tlii'  food  enters  the  j^^idlct,  i 
mu»st  of  necessity  j»ass  over  the  orifice  of  the  windj)ij>e  ;  eonsecpu ntly,  mm 
he  in  very  inmiiuent  tlan«£er  (»f  faliiu;^  u])on  the  lun^s;  which  would,  if  nc 
entirely  ohstruct  the  imatli,  yet  occ;isiou  violent  couiihin^  J,  and  grw 
iuet»n\iiiieuces.  To  ohviate  tliis  evil,  the  all-fores^'cin^  Contriver  has  place 
A  nioveahhi  lid,  or  huu;x  a  cariiIa;riuous  drawhrid;j[e  §,  which,  when  any  th 
»m;dh'Nt  ]»article  of  food  atlvauces  in  enter  the  stomach,  is  ptilled  do^Ti  an 
{duit  eh)se  ;  hut  the  very  moment  the  morsel  is  swallowed,  it  is  set  loose  an 
Mnnils   open.      \W    this    twofohl  artifice,  the   iin])ortant  passage  is  alwaji 

•  Si^li'tl  :u'i'«mlinirly.  "  nuil.in's."  Wo  find  neitlier  of  these  kintU  in  the  netr-bon 
\\»W-  '  ■^'^  uuW  i>,  for  a  eou<i(U'r:il>lc  time,  its  app'untcd  food,  tei'tli  would  bo  of  ni 
^.jxii'i'  !•»  ihi-  iiil'.iiit  i'-.iir. 

I  I  lii«4,  !iud  lln'  titliiT  •^ir.jilitiiiK's.  :iro  v.iuhmhti'd'y  '"lo  ii.r  in  for  the  n!'>bk*  occasioB 
\  jthiM- »i«»  tlu\\.  in  evi  ry  eiivunislaniv,  «iu;ulr:itt'  with  thr  function.s  JcseriV't-d.  Wbei 
'  jj|...,":nil  upon  a  suhjiil  of  siu'h  i'Xti'n>ivi"  roiitriv.iiu'o  n*  the  human  strueturo,  it  u 
wiit-i*  pt">>>hh'  to  find  hiniilitutiis  th:it  will  eorn-tpnud  in  ull  particulars,  or  that  can  risi 
.  ^  ,j„.  j|i...iiit\  i«r  iV.v  oiiiiiiul.  Yrt  if  tluy  triid.  in  any  tok-rttblo  degicc.  to  expiaio  it) 
•i»iiuali«»"'  '"  '''^I'l'y  i'^  "st'!»,  and  riud'T  its  wonderful  economy  somewhat  more  intelli 
»Mi*    r«jl»'»p''  ''"■>'  "'■'>  '**■  '"dU'Wcd  to  taki*  p!.irc. 

'  i'ittf*  "*  whrtf  we  ivpciicucc  \n\viu,\u  vivtinv;  ov  dvuvkitxg,  anything  goes  (iia  ii  coni' 

*  -        -  -'  uot  iinpropeilv  said^  l\.v  v.vou.T  Nvtvx. 
'■«  "rjii.i?loni>.'" 
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and  niftde  rare  against  any  noxious  approaches,  yd  is  always  left 
'  the  neoeoaiy  aooession  of  air,  and  commodious  for  the  purposes  of 
tion. 

^n  the  maltster  prepares  his  grain  for  the  transmutations  of  the  brew- 
he  suffers  it  to  lie  several  hours  steeping  in  the  dstem,  before  it  is  fit 
piead  upon  the  floor,  or  dried  on  the  kiln.  The  meat  and  drink  like- 
lust  remain  a  considerable  time  in  the  stomach,  before  they  are  of  a 
consistence  and  temperature,  either  for  the  tender  coats  or  the  delicate 
on  of  the  bowels.  For  which  purpose,  that  great  receiver  is  made 
to  bear,  capacious  to  hold,  and  so  curiously  contrived,  as  to  lay  a 
ary  embargo  *  upon  its  contents.  Here  they  are  lodged  in  the  very 
of  warmth,  and  concocted  by  the  most  kindly  combination  of  heat  and 
ty.  Here  they  are  saturated  with  other  fermenting  or  diluting  juices, 
)  kneaded,  as  it  were,  by  the  motion  of  the  stomach,  and  compression 
aeighbouring  parts.  So  that  every  the  minutest  fragment  is  separated ; 
lole  is  reduced  to  a  tenuity  abundantly  finer  than  the  exoctest  grinding 
effect ;  and  all  is  worked  up  into  the  smoothest,  most  nicely-mixed 
naginable.  From  hence  it  is  dislodged  by  a  gently-acting  force,  and 
by  a  gradual  transition,  into  the  cavity  of  the  intestines. 
r  tiie  entrance,  punctual  as  a  porter  in  his  lodge,  waits  the  gall-bladder  f , 
to  transfuse  its  acrimonious  but  salutary  juices,  on  the  advancing 
t ;  which  dissolve  its  remaining  viscidities,  scour  the  passage  of  the 
les,  and  keep  all  its  fine  apertures  clear.  Tliis  bag,  as  the  stomacli 
elevated  by  the  distension  ;  as  the  stomach  empties,  is  proportionably 
$ed.  The  former  posture  brings  on  a  discliarge,  the  latter  occasions  a 
ssion  of  the  bile.  It  is  furnished  also  with  a  valve  of  a  very  peculiar, 
)st  convenient  form  ^,  through  which  the  detersive  liquid  cannot  hastily 
>ut  must  gently  ooze.  Admirable  construction !  which,  without  any 
consciousness  of  ours,  prohibits  an  immoderate  effusion,  yet  ascertains 
?dful  supply. 

iciently  charged  with  this  adventitious  fluid,  the  nutritive  mass  pursues 
r  through  the  intestines,  whose  wonderful  meanders  are  incomparably 
nnous  than  the  mazes  of  the  Daedalean  labyrinth.  They  are  actuated 
k  worm-like  or  undulatory  motion  §,  which  protrudes  the  received 
t,  and  forces  its  fine  milky  particles  into  the  lacteal  vessels.  Tliose 
eries  of  the  most  delicate  strainers,  ranged  in  countless  multitudes  all 
the  sides  of  the  winding  passage,  each  so  nicely  framed  as  to  admit  the 
.ental  balmy  juices,  and  reject  the  gross  excromentitious  dregs.  Had 
testines  been  straight  and  short,  the  food  might  have  gone  through 
without  resigning  a  sufficient  quantity  of  its  nourishing  particles. 
)re  this  grandest  of  all  the  vital  ducts  is  artfully  convolved,  and  greatly 
cd,  to  afford  Nature  an  opportunity  of  sifting  more  thoroughly  whatever 
and  of  detaining  whatever  may  serve  her  purposes.  Lest  such  lengths 
ails  should  be  entangled  among  themselves,  or  be  cumbrous  to  the 

ich  ift  quite  contriry  to  the  economy  of  the  gullet,  though  they  are  not  only  con- 
to  each  other,  hut  a  continuation  of  the  same  tuhe. 

^aU-bladder  is  lituate  upon  the  lower  margin  of  the  lirer ;  and  to  secrete  the 
Dice,  is  supposed  to  be  the  principal  use  of  that  largest  of  glands. 
nral  form, 
ed  Termicnlar  or  peristaltic. 

P 
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wearer,  they  aio  packed  into  the  noateat  folds,  attd  lie  irithin  a  natrtn 
compass.  They  aio  at  least  Bix  times  longer  than  the  body  which  ea  ' 
them ;  yet  art'  they  lodged,  not  crowded,  in  a  part,  not  in  the  wht^  n 
of  the  lower  belly;  and,  amidst  this  small  space,  have  Baffieient  nx 
exocnte  the  nicest  and  most  important  functions.  Though  the  ■ 
snbstantM!  can  never  mistake  its  way,  yet  it  may,  through  some 
impediment,  attempt  to  return  backward.  In  this  case  a  valve  i 
and  renders  what  would  be  extremely  pernicious,  almost  always  impnusticaUa 
As  the  whole  proceeds  in  this  serpentine  course,  it  is  perpetually  sending  9I 
detachments  of  nutritious  juices.  In  consequence  of  which  it  would  lose  it 
soft  temperature ;  might  become  rugged,  and  pain  the  tender  patis ;  perhsfi 
be  Iiindercd  from  sliding  on  to  its  final  exit.  To  prevent  such  an  obstmctia^ 
glands  are  posted  in  proper  places  *,  aud  discharge  a  lubricating  fluid,  whi4 
aids  the  progress  of  the  mass,  and  renews  the  secretion  of  the  chyle,  till  d 

that  remains  of  the  one  is  clean  drawn  off,  and  the  other But  here  yw 

must  excuse  me ;  and  fur  my  neglect  of  farther  particularity  youi  uitli« 
shall  malce  an  apology  :  "  Quemadmodum  antom  reliqniie  cibi  depellanto^ 
turn  astiingentibus  sc  intcstinis,  turn  reloxantibua,  baud  sono  difScile  dicti 
est ;  scd  tamcn  pnetercundem  est,  nc  quid  habeat  injucunditatia  oratio  t," 

The  chyle,  drawn  off  liy  all  tho  secretory  orifices,  is  carried  along  "'■Ih'fflM 
of  the  finest  ducts  ^,  and  lodged  in  several  commodious  cells  §.  Ai  t 
traveller,  by  baiting  upon  the  road,  and  taking  proper  refreshment,  is  bette 
qualified  to  pursue  his  journey;  so  tho  chyle,  diverting  to  those  little  iniiB,ii 
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t  blood,  in  cue  it  should  offer  to  obtrude  itself,  but  oponfl  a  free,  snfo, 
aTenue,  to  introduce  this  milk,  this  inanna  of  nature. 
Tbe  blood,  through  every  stage  of  its  ample  circuit,  having  sustaine<l 
expenses ;  b^g  laid  under  contribution  by  every  gland  in  the  whole 
and  having  supplied  myriads  of  the  capillary  vessels  with  matter  for 
ible  perspiration,  must  be  very  much  impovcrislicd ;  but  is  most 
!y  recruited  by  this  accession  of  chyle. — Yet,  though  recruited, 
il  not  refined.  In  its  present  crude  state  it  is  absolutely  unquali- 
to  perform  the  vital  tour,  or  carry  on  the  animal  functions :  there- 
by a  grand  apparatus  of  muscular  fibres,  it  is  wafted  into  the  lungs, 
pours  a  thousand  thousand  rills  into  either  lobe. — In  the  cells,  tlio 
cells  of  this  amazing  laboratory,  it  imbibes  the  influences  of  tho 
air;  its  heterogeneous  parts  are  thoroughly  incorporated,  and  its 
substance  is  made  cool,  smooth,  and  florid. — Tlius  improved,  thus 
Salted,  it  is  transmitted  to  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart ;  a  strong,  active, 
iMe&tigablo*  muscle,  placed  in  the  very  centre  of  the  system.  Impelled 
tjjthis  beatmg  engine,  part  shoots  upward,  and  sweeps  with  a  boimding 
kpetos  into  the  head.  Tliere  it  impregnates  the  prolific  fields  of  tho  brain, 
forms  those  subtile  spirituous  dcwst,  which  impart  sense  to  every  ner\T, 
communicate  motion  to  every  limb. — Part  flows  downward,  rolls  the 
iMking  current  tlirougli  all  the  lower  quarters,  and  dispenses  the  nutrimcntal 
-tees  even  to  the  meanest  member  and  the  minutest  ve&scl. 

Observe  how  the  stately  Tliames  and  the  rapid  Rhine  refresh  the  forests 
■id  the  groves,  water  tho  toi^iis  which  crowd  their  banks,  and  make  the 
■odovrs  they  intersect  laugh  and  sing.  So,  only  vrith  an  incomparably 
lidier  fluid,  and  with  infinitely  more  numerous  streams,  this  human  river 
1ms  the  several  regions  of  the  body,  transfusing  vigour  and  propagating 
;'  kilth  through  the  whole. 

But  how  shall  a  stream,  divided  into  m3rriads  of  channels,  and  pervading 
■nimerablc  tracts,  how  sliall  this  be  brought  back  again  to  its  source  ? 
ftonld  any  portion,  like  your  lake- waters  after  a  land-flood,  deviate  from 
tteir  course,  or  be  imablo  to  return — putrefaction  would  take  place,  a 
nisuice  would  arise,  death  might  ensue.  Therefore  the  all-wise  Creator 
ka  connected  the  extremity  of  the  arteries  with  the  beginning  of  the  veins  : 
n  that  the  same  force  which  darts  the  crimson  wave  through  the  fonner, 
Uvea  it  through  tho  latter.  Tlius  it  is  reconducted,  without  the  least 
otevasation,  to  the  great  salient  cistern.  There,  played  off  afresh,  it  renews 
mA  perpetuates  the  vital  functions. 

Where  two  opposite  currents  would  be  in  danger  of  clashing,  a  fibrous 
•xoescence  interposes f,  which,  like  a  projecting  pier,  breaks  the  stroke  of 

*  Indefatigable,-^  This  U  a  very  distinguishiDg,  and  no  less  amazing  property  of  the 
kart  The  large  muscles  of  the  arm.  or  the  much  larger  of  the  thigh,  are  soon  wearied. 
A  diy*8  labour,  or  a  day^s  joumeyi  will  exhaust  their  strength.  But  the  muscle  which 
coutitutes  the  heart  works  through  whole  weeks,  whole  months,  whole  years,  and  never 
becomes  weary  ;  is  equally  a  stranger  to  intermission  and  fatigue. 

t  These  are  what  we  call  the  animal  spirits  ;  and  it  is  generally  supposed  that  sensation  is 
caaied  by  the  undulatory  motion  of  this  nervous  fluid ;  though  others  imagine  it  is  performed 
by  die  vibratory  morion  of  the  nerves  themselves.  It  is,  I  believe,  one  of  those  mysteries 
in  the  material  world,  which  may  reconcile  thinking  and  unprejudiced  minds  to  the  mysteries 
of  the  Christian  revelation.  Why  should  any  one  wonder  to  find  some  doctrines  in  the 
Bible  that  surpass  the  reach  of  human  understanding,  when  there  arc  so  many  operations 
h  the  body  confeBMedJjraadabsoIatelyiDexplicahlc  by  the  most  acute  auatOK\\%l^ 

*  fa  the  pot  at  where  the  streams  from  the  vena  cava  and  vena  aucendcns  nvcel. 

p  2 


Hi 

f 


313 

eaob,  and  throwi  both  into  tbrir  proper  tece^mlta.  Whan  tto  mftua^ 
to  be  speedy,  the  channels  either  foHiear  to  wind  in  tbrir  floime*,  eell 
lessen  in  their  dimennonsf .  When  the  prograH  is  to  be  retuded,  the  Ma 
are  twined  into  various  convolutions^,  or  thor  diameter  is  ebntneted  bta  i 
narrower  size. — Modelled  by  these  juditnous  rales,  gnarded  bf  ftws  i^ 
precautions,  the  living  flood  never  diseontinnes  its  iBtorduageabla  lUlf 
but,  night  and  day,  whether  we  sleep  or  wake,  still  psrsereigi  to  a^ 
briskly  through  the  arteries,  and  retnro  softly  ttuoagh  llw  veinb  * 

Such  astonishing  expedients  are  need  to  elobonte  the  diyle,  tobka41( 
with  the  blood,  and  to  dlBtribiite  both  through  the  body ;  by  mean*  of  wUel 
tiie  animal  constitution  is  muntained.  la  youth,  its  bulk  is  instmed ;  ti' 
age,  its  decays  are  repaired ;  and  it  is  kept  in  tenutable  oonditioi  brttK 
soul  during  the  space  of  seventy  or  eighty  years. 

These  are  a  few,   and   but  a  very  few,  instaaoes  of  that   ooutrin 
tegularity,  and  beauty,  which  are  observable  in  the  human  frame.     Atb 
inquirers  discover  deeper  footsteps  of  dengn,  and  more  refined  s 
skill ;  discover  them  not  only  in  the  grmd  sod  most  distinguished  ; 
but  in  every  limb  and  in  every  orgftn ;  I  may  Tentnre  ts  add,  in  eraij  11 
that  is  extended,  and  in  every  globulethat  flows. 

A»p.  What  a  various,  but  uuifonn  system,  is  the  body  t  I  see  tiie  KnaMll 
multiplicity  of  parts,  yet  the  most  perfect  humony  subsists  between  mm  <C 
No  one  hinders,  but  each  asnsta,  the  operation  of  another ;  and  bH  uuuspiil 
to  the  benefit  and  preservation  of  the  whole.  Most  judieionsly  has  th^ 
ipoatle  touched  this  gubject.  and  most  happily  applied  it,  to  ilhiatrnti 
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* 

but  a  eoncateDation  of  interests.      For  which  reason,  a  general 

ent  should  take  place,  and  a  mutual  subserviency  to  each  other's 

The  meanest  -have  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  their  condition ; 

to  acquiesce   in  the   unerring  disposal  of  Providence,  and  cheerfully 

ibute  their  share  to  tlie  common  good.     The  highest  should  conde- 

to  men  of  low  estate,  and  maintain  a  regard  to  the  well-being  of  tho 

as  that  which  is  intimately  connected  with  their  own.     In  a  word, 

should  feel  a  tender  concern  for  all ;  rejoicing  in  their  happiness,  and 

lying  to  establish  it ;  sympathizing  with  their  miseries,  and  endeavouring 

heal  them. 

I  am  sure  my  Theron  will  be  pleased  with  this  fine  comparison  used  by 
apostle,  and  adapted  to  purposes  at  once  so  noble  and  so  benevolent ; 
gy dally  as  it  receives  additional  propriety  and  force  from  his  own  obser- 
But  I  have  one  more  inquiry  to  make. 
Tour  system,  though  organized,  though  endued  with  a  principle  of  motion, 
fomished  with  the  powers  of  nutrition,  is  still  destitute  of  sense.  The 
Location  abounds  with  objects  fitted  to  yield  the  most  refined  entertainment': 
^.■Ae  son  impurples  the  robes  of  morning,  and  stars  bespangle  the  curtains 
r.  if  aight :  flowers  of  silver  whiteness,  and  of  golden  lustre,  enamel  the  ground : 
yfnaU  of  all  radiant  hues,  and  of  every  delicious  taste,  hang  amiably  dangling 

:  M  the  boughs : 

"  Airs  also,  vernal  airt« 

r.  Bre«ithiDg  the  smell  of  field  and  gro^e,  attuuQ 

The  tremhling  leaves." 

Bit  we  hear  of  no  capacities  formed  for  the  enjoyment  of  theso  various 
ddigfats ;  without  which,  the  breath  of  fields  must  lose  its  reviving  fragrance, 
Ihe  whispering  grove  must  degenerate  into  sullen  silence,  and  nature's  book 
if  knowledge,  all  fair  and  instructive,  bo  no  better  than  a  vast  unmeaning 
Mink. 

Tker.  Therefore  the  great  Creator,  profusely  gracious  to  mankind,  has 
Bide  us  a  present,  an  inestimable  present,  of  the  senses,  to  bo  the  inlet  of 
■Binnerable  pleasures,  and  the  means  of  administering  the  most  valuable 
livantages. 

High  in  the  head,  bright  and  conspicuous  as  a  star  in  the  brow  of  evening, 
il  placed  the  eye.     In  this  elevated  situation,  like  a  sentinel  posted  in  his 
wiUdi-tower,  it  commands  the  most  enlarged  prospect. — Consisting  only  of 
■nple  fluids,  enclosed  in  thin  tunicles,  it  conveys  to  our  approhonsion  all  the 
paces  of  blooming  nature,  and  all  the  glories  of  the  visible  heavens.     How 
ffodigiously  wonderful,  that  an  image  of  the  hugest  mountains,  and  a  tran- 
ieript  of  the  most  diversified  landscapes,  shall  enter  the  small  circlet  of  the 
pnpil !     How  surprisingly  artful,  that  the  rays  of  light,  like  an  inimitable 
pencil,  should  paint  on  the  optic  nerves,  paint  in  an  instant  of  time,  paint  in 
tiieir  truest  colours  and  exactest  lineaments,  every  species  of  external  objects  ! 
The  eye  is  so  tender,  that  a  slight  accident,  scarce  perceivable  by  some 
oflier  parts  of  the  body,  would  be  very  injurious  to  its  delicate  frame.     It  is 
guarded  therefore  with  remarkable  circumspection,  and  the  most  solicitous 
care, — with  a  care  evidently  proportioned  to  its  nice  texture  and  extensive 
naefulness.     It  is  intrenched  deep  in  the  head,  and  barricadoed  on  every  side 
with  a  strong  fortiBcation  of  bones.     Aa  the  incursion  of  t\\c  am?A\^^\.  ^^ 
would  incommode  the  poUahed  surface,  it  is  farther  defcndci  \>7  Vno  «v35a- 
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stantial  curtains,  hung  on  a  most  eltmdcr  cortUnginons  rod,  wliich  sccutp  it» 
not  barely  from  blows  and  from  any -hurtful  attrition,  but  also  from  oveij 
troublesome  anuoyancc.  In  sleep,  when  there  is  no  occasion  to  pxercise  th* 
sense,  but  an  absolute  necessity  to  protect  the  organ,  these  curt^na  BpoB> 
tanoously  close,  and  never  fail  to  lie  shut.  At  any  time  they  will  By  togcttit( 
with  a  motion  quick  as  the  alarm  of  fear ;  I  had  almost  aaid,  quicker  thai, 
thought  itself.  At  all  times  they  are  lined  with  an  extremely  fine  sponjje^; 
wet  witli  its  own  native  dews,  which  lubriciLto  the  eyc-bal!,  oil,  as  it  wen^' 
ite  wheels,  and  fit  it  for  a  course  of  unwearied  activity.  At  the  end  of  thai 
skinny  mantelet,  (if  I  may  use  the  military  style,)  is  planted  a  mnge  cfl 
bristly  palisadocsf,  which  keep  out  the  leaat  mote,  ward  off  even  tlia.< 
straggling  atom,  and  moderate  the  otherwise  too  potent  impressions  of  tlis, 
sunbeams.  i 

The  brows  are  a  kind  of  natural  pent-house,  thatched  and  arched  witV 
curious  wreaths  of  hair.  The  thatch  is  intended  to  divert  tlic  sweat  fruis/ 
trickling  iuto  the  eyes,  and  offending  them  with  its  brine.  The  arches  oi^ 
eo  finely  coloured,  and  so  elegantly  turned,  that  they  set  off  the  whitenes  a^ 
the  forehead,  and  bestow  additional  grace  on  the  whole  connt«nancc.  Bccaus^ 
in  our  waku3g  hours,  there  is  almost  on  incessant  call  for  those  littlo  oitiS|, 
they  run  upon  the  finest  casters,  rolling  upwards  or  downwards,  to  the  ri^d^ 
baud  or  to  the  left,  with  the  ntmost  speed,  and  with  equal  ease ;  which  cit« 
Gumstance,  added  to  the  flexibility  of  the  neck,  renders  our  two  eyes  as  usufalj 
as  if  the  whole  body,  like  the  living  creatures  in  St.  John's  vision,  "  wsJ 
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tbnne  of  ih^  tyrnpannm*.     The  avenue,  or  narrow  cniiy,  is  secured 
the  insiniiating  aticnipts  of  little  insects,  by  a  morass  (shall  I  say  ?)  of 
and  Tiacoos  matter,  disgustful  to  their  taste,  and  embarrassing  to  their 
The  hammer  and  the  anvil,  the  stirrup  and  the  drum,  the  winding 
f  and  the  sounding  galleries ;  these,  and  other  pieces  of  mechanism, 
instnimental  to  the  power  of  hearing,  are  beyond  description  curious. 
Amaangly  nice  must  be  the  formation,  and  inconceivably  exact  the  tension, 
the  auditory  nerves ;  since  they  correspond  with  the  smallest  tremors  of 
atmosphere,  and  easily  distinguish  their  most  subtile  variations.     With 
gentle  gales  that  fan  us,  or  even  with  the  ruder  blasts  that  assault  us, 
delicate  strings  are  but  little  affected  ;  whereas  they  are  perfect  unisons 
those  fine,  tiiose  significant  agitations  of  the  air,  wliich  tlie  acutest 
InKh  is  unable  to  discern.     These  living  chords,  tuned  by  an  almighty  hand, 
ifei  difPnacd  through  the  echoing  aisles,  and  sonorous  cells — ^these  receive  the 
faBpRSsions  of  sound,  and  propagate  them  to  the  brain :  these  %  give  existence 
b  the  charms  of  music,  and  reciprocate    the    rational  entertainments  of 
pwiMiiiii  :  these  treat  my  Aspasio  with  the  melody  of  the  woodland  choirs, 
afibrd  me  the  superior  pleasure  of  my  friend's  conversation. 
Ike  eye  perceives  only  the  objects  tiiat  are  before  it,  whereas  the  ear 
ns  of  transactions  that  pass  above  us,  behind  us,  all  around  us.     The 
Me  is  useless  amidst  the  gloom  of  night,  and  cannot  carry  its  observation 
vnugh  the  bolted  door,  or  the  closed  window-shutter ;  but  the  ear  admits 
^v  intelligence  through  the  darkest   medium,   and  the  minutest  cranny; 
The  eye  is  upon  duty  only  in  our  waking  hours ;  but  the  ear  is  always 
4aqanded,  and  always  accessible ;  a  courier  which  never  tires,  a  sentry  ever 
tiahis  box.     To  secure  a  resource,  in  case  any  misfortune  sliould  disable  one 
Mthe  hearing  or   seeing  organs,    our    all-gracious   Maker  has   given    us 
lq»licates  of  each. 

As  there  arc  tremulous  concussions  impressed  upon  the  air,  discernible 
■If  by  the  instruments  of  hearing ;  there  are  also  odoriferous  particles, 
lifted  by  the  same  aerial  vehicle,  which  are  perceivable  only  by  the  smell. 
Ik  nostrils  are  wide  at  the  bottom,  that  a  large  quantity  of  effluvia  may 
Met ;  narrow  at  the  top,  that  when  entered  they  may  close  their  ranks, 
wi  act  with  greater  vigour.  Fine  beyond  all  imagination  are  the  steams 
wUcfa  exhale  from  the  fetid  or  fragrant  bodies.  Tlie  very  best  niicroscopes, 
■Udi  discover  thousands  and  thousands  of  animalculo)  in  a  drop  uf  putrefied 
nter,  cannot  bring  one  individual  among  all  these  evanescent  legions  to  our 
if^t.  They  sail  in  numberless  squadrons,  close  to  our  eyes,  close  by  our 
;  yet  are  so  amazingly  attenuated,  that  they  elude  the  search  of  both. 


*  80  called,  because  it  resembles  a  dram,  both  in  figure  and  use  ;  being  a  fine  skio, 
CipsDded  upon  a  circle  of  bones,  and  over  a  polished  reverberatiDg  cavity.  It  is  affected 
hftbit  fibrations  of  the  external  air,  as  the  covering  of  the  wur-drum  is  by  the  im- 
pRaions  of  the  stick.  It  is  also  furnished  with  braces,  which  strain  or  relax  it  at 
pkasore,  and  accommodate  its  tension  either  to  loud  or  languid  sounds. 

t  Of  this  kind  is  the  auditory  tube,  intended  to  soften  and  qualify  the  rushing  sound ; 
lot,  if  the  incursion  were  direct,  it  might  be  too  impetuous,  and  injure  the  delicate 
optnie  of  the  tympanum.  While  this  is  designed  to  moderate,  the  concavities  of  the 
iiBCT  structure  are  prepared  to  heighten  and  invigorate  the  sound,  \)y  calling  in  the 
miliary  force  of  an  echo.  Such  intentions,  so  varying,  nay,  so  opposite,  concur  to 
fafrn  this  admirable  organ  ! 

fEkgantlf  styled,  **  the  daughters  of  music."'  For  this  phrase  may  tetet,  «A  "««\V  Ui 
theorguka  which  distinguish,  as  to  those  which  form  the  harmomo\i6acceal«,'£iCc\.  m.  \. 
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NcTcrtheloss,  so  judicionsly  are  the  olfactory  nets  liud,  and  so  artfnily 
moslies  sized,  that  they  catch   theso  yanishing  ^fttgitiTcs.     They  catch 
roaming  perfnmes  which  fly  off  from  the  opening  honeywicklc ;  and  take' 
the  8tatif)ned  sweets  which  hover  round  the  expanded  rose.     They  hnl 
all  the  halniy  fragrance  of  spring,  all  the  aromatic  exhalations  of 
and  onahlo  iis  to  banquet  even  on  the  invisible  dainties  of  nature. 
Furnished  with  these  several  organs, 

Not  a  breeze 

.  >  Fliei  o*er  the  meadow,  not  a  clond  imbibes 

The  setting  sun'g  effulgence,  not  a  strain 
From  all  the  tenants  o'f  the  warbling  shade 
Ascendst  but  thence  our  senses  can  partake 
Fresh  pleasure.  Pleasuret  of  Imaffination,  b.  SL 

Another  capacity  for  frequent  pleasure  our  bountiful  Creator  has  besto 
in  granting  us  the  powers  of  taste.  By  means  of  which,  tho  food 
supports  our  body,  feasts  our  palate ;  first  treats  us  with  a  pleasing 
then  distributes  its  beneficial  recruits.  The  raasor,  whetted  with  oil, 
more  exquisitely  keen.  The  saliva,  flowing  upon  the  tongue,  and  moi 
its  nerves,  quickens  them  into  the  liveliest  acts  of  sensation.  This 
circumstanced  in  a  manner  peculiarly  benign  and  wise,  so  as  to  be  a  stain 
though  silent  plea  for  temperance.  Without  recurring  to  the  vengeanoe 
God,  or  tho  terrors  of  eternal  judgment,  it  is  a  powerful  dissuasiTe 
irregular  and  excessive  indulgences ;  because  tho  exercise  of  sobriety  sets  4 
finest  edge  on  its  faculties,  and  adds  the  most  poignant  relish  to  its  €n}a| 
ments :  whereas  riot  and  voluptuousness  pall  the  appetite,  blunt  its  Bead 
bility,  and  render  the  gratifications  extremely  languid,  if  not  pcrfecd 
insipid.  Tlie  sight,  the  smell,  tho  taste,  are  not  only  so  many  tepana 
sources  of  delight,  but  a  joint  security  to  our  health.  They  arc  the  vigilkd 
and  accurate  inspectors,  which  examine  our  food,  and  inquire  into  its  piii 
pertics,  whether  it  be  pleasant  or  disagreeable,  wholesome  or  noxious.  Pd 
the  <lischargc  of  tliis  oflice  they  arc  excellently  qualified,  and  most  commofl 
ously  situated ;  so  that  nothing  can  gain  admission  through  tho  mouth,  til 
it  has  undergone  the  scrutiny,  and  obtained  the  passport  of  them  all. 

To  all  these,  as  a  most  necessary  and  advantageous  supplement,  is  addd 
the  sense  of  feeling,  which  renders  the  wliole  assemblage  complete.  WhS 
other  senses  have  a  particular  place  of  residence,  this  is  diffused  thronghori 
the  whole  body.  In  the  palms  of  the  hands,  on  the  tips  of  the  fingers,  aili 
indeed  throu^rh  all  the  extreme  parts  of  the  flesh,  it  is  most  quick  and  lively ;  i 
tho  advanced  guards,  or  scouts  upon  the  frontiers,  are,  or  ought  to  Be 
peculiarly  attentive  and  wakeful.  Scouts  did  I  sny  ?  tho  whole  army  o 
Xerxes,  drawn  out  in  battle  array,  with  his  millions  of  su)>cmumcnu] 
attendants  *,  were  but  like  a  few  gleaners  straggling  in  the  field,  if  compared 
either  in  number  or  order,  with  those  nervous  detachments  which  pcrvad 
the  texture  of  the  skin,  and  minister  to  the  act  of  feeling.  How  happily  i 
this  sense  tempered  between  the  two  extremes !  neither  so  acute  as  tho  men 
branes  of  the  eye,  nor  so  obtuse  as  the  callus  of  the  heel.  The  former  wonl 
expose  us  to  continual  pain,  render  our  clothes  galling,  and  the  very  doir 
oppressive ;  the  latter  would  quite  benumb  the  body,  and  almost  anniliilii 

*  The  soldiers  and  attendants  of  Xerxes  amounted  to  five  millions  two  hundred  as 
eighty  thousand.    Another  army,  so  \m^  and.  uuuveTO>i&,  occ\ix«  'av»\.\sk  «2iiL  ^^oATtKni! 
yide  Hkrod.  lib.  vii. 
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e  tmicli.  Nor  this  alone,  but  all  the  senses  are  meet  exactly  adapted  to 
eir  respective  offices,  and  to  the  exigeDcies  of  our  present  state.  Were 
iCy  strained  to  a  much  higher  tone,  they  would  be  avenues  of  anguish : 
^ora  they  relaxed  into  greater  insensibility,  they  would  be  so  many  useless 
Bcumbrances. 

Asp.  How  admirable  and  gracious  is  this  provision,  which  the  blessed  God 
as  made,  to  accommodate  us  with  delightful  sensations  and  instructive 
ieas !  The  taste,  the  touch,  and  the  smell,  are  somewhat  straitened  in  the 
!xtent  of  their  operations.  The  ear  carries  on  a  correspondence  with  a 
irger  circle  of  objects ;  but  the  sight  most  amply  supplies  whatever  is 
mnting  in  all  the  other  senses.  The  sight  spreads  itself  to  an  infinite 
multitude  of  bodies,  and  brings  within  our  notice  some  of  the  remotest  parts 
of  the  universe.  The  taste,  tfie  touch,  the  smell,  perceive  nothing  but  what 
iihioaght  to  their  very  doors ;  whereas  the  eye  extends  its  observation  as 
fltf  as  the  orbit  of  Saturn ;  nay  glances,  and  in  an  instant  of  time,  to  the 
iMimodvable  distance  of  the  stars.  The  compass  of  the  earth,  and  the 
JBuensity  of  the  skies,  are  its  unlimited  range. 

Vnm  this  remarkable  variety,  with  regard  to  the  sphere  and  activity  of 
fte  senses,  St.  Paul  forms  one  of  the  finest,  boldest,  and  most  important 
mparisons  in  the  world.  By  this  he  illustrates  the  difierence  between  the 
nsdom  which  is  derived  from  the  word  of  divine  revelation,  and  the  wisdom 
vhidi  is  acquired  by  dint  of  human  application.  In  his  oration  to  the  Athe* 
UBS,  speaking  of  their  most  celebrated  sages,  he  says,  ''  If  so  be  they  might 
set  after,  and  find  him,"  Acts  xvii.  27.  In  his  epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  speak- 
^  of  the  man  Moses,  our  author  observes,  that  ^'  be  endured,  as  seeing  him 
rho  is  invisible/'  Hcb.  xi.  27*  Writing  to  his  Corinthian  converts,  be  adds, 
B  a  farther  heightening  of  the  contrast,  '^  We  all  beholding  with  open  face 
\ke  glory  of  the  Lord,"  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  The  knowledge  of  the  philosopher  is 
ke  that  obscure  and  scanty  information  which  is  to  bo  obtained  by  groping 
rith  the  hand  in  a  dark  night :  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian  is  like  that 
opious  influx  of  clear  and  enlarged  ideas,  which  we  receive  by  the  media- 
ion  of  the  eye  amidst  the  shining  of  a  bright  day. 

Tully,  we  find,  has  in  the  book  before  us  hit  upon  some  of  the  most 
pneral  and  obvious  uses  to  which  the  several  parts  of  the  human  body  are 
idapted.  Yet  how  superficial  and  deficient  appears  his  penetration,  when 
Wt  take  in  the  much  deeper  discoveries,  and  the  miich  higher  improve- 

ints  of  our  modem  anatomy.  Thus,  and  abundantly  more  defective,  is 
knowledge  of  moral  duties  and  divine  doctrines,  when  compared  with 
kt  is  taught  us  in  the  plain  sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  unstudied 
les  of  the  Jewish  tent-maker. 
\  Therefore,  though  I  would  bless  the  beneficent  God  for  the  ministration  of 
|B  the  s«^nses,  and  particularly  for  the  noble  organs  of  vision ;  I  would  bo 
Hoie  especially  thankful  for  that  light  of  the  worid,  Christ  Jesus,  and  his 
(iorious  gospel,  as  well  as  for  that  "  spiritual  eye,"  by  which  the  one  is 
Uderstood  and  the  other  seen, — a  "lively  faith."  I  would  also  long  for 
lat  place  of  beatific  enjoyment,  where  our  views  of  the  adorable  Godhead,  and 
IT  acquaintance  with  the  sublimest  truths,  will  as  much  transcend  all  our 
"esent  apprehensions,  as  the  most  enlightened  saint  exceeds  the  benighted 

TAer.  The  crowning  gift— that  which  improves  the  satisfaction,  and  aug- 
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ments  the  beneficial  effects,  accrnii^  bom  all  die  mHHf  fa  , 
nukes  mo  a  gainer  from  tho  fjem  «nd  «an  of  other  peo|ib ;  ftMi  As  idari 
they  conceive,  and  the  obserrotioiia  they  make.  Jad'  iriut  la  afandl 
instrument  for  articulating  the  vcnce,  and  modifying  It  into  ipeecb,  It  ifa 
tongue  ]  The  tongue  has  ncitlier  hone  not  joint ;  fet  bduone  itegli^  iritt  Ifa 
ntmoBt  volubility,  into  eveiy  gbxpe  and  ereiy  poston  wlnah  tarn  eqna 
sentiment,  or  constitute  hannony.  This  little  ocdleati<»  of  nnMcolv  £!>■■( 
nndct  the  conducting  skill  of  the  Cieatot,  ie  the  aitifiov  of  oar  in»di*i 
By  this  we  communicate  the  seoieta  of  the  hieast,  and  make  our  very-  tboighli 
audible.  By  this  we  instrnct  the  ignonnt,  and  oomfcnt  ttw  dirtnned  j  irt 
glorify  God,  and  edify  each  otiier '^:  the  academio  explaina  the  ahitnMrt 
sciences,  and  tho  ecclesiastic  preaches  the  cverliisting  gospel.  This  is  like 
wise  the  efficient  of  music.  It  ia  soft  as  the  lut£,  or  shrill  ae  the  trumpet ;  i 
can  wnrble  as  the  lyre,  or  resound  like  the  organ.  Connecting  tlic  aaoel 
anthem  with  ita  tuneful  strains,  wo  sootti  the  cares,  and  beguile  tlic  toils  a 
life ;  we  imittte  the  angelic  choirs,  and  anticipate  in  some  degree  tbei 
celestial  joys.  As  the  tongue  n'quires  full  scope  and  an  cosy  play,  it  i 
lodged  in  an  ample  cavity,  and  surrounded  with  reservoirs  of  spittle,  alwaji 
ready  to  ditftil  the  lubrieating  dews.  It  moves  under  a  concave  roof^  wtdd 
serves  as  a.  sound! Dg-board  to  tho  voice,  giving  it  much  tlio  same  adiUlioa^ 
vigour  and  grace  as  the  shell  of  a  violin  adds  to  the  language  of  the  strii^  ■ 
Wise,  ■«'onderfnlly  wise  and  eminently  gracious,  is  tlie  regulation  both  <4 
spontaneous  and  involuntary  motion.     Vi'ae  this  regulation  reversed,  whal 
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otmued,  erea  'while  we  remain  entirely  ignorant  of  tlie  manner  in  which 
ey  are  performed,  is  beyond  measure  astonishing.  '  Who  can  play  so  much 
<  a  single  tone  upon  the  spinet,  without  learning  the  difference  of  the  keys 
'  studying  the  rudiments  of  music  ?  Impossible!  Yet  the  mind  of  man 
ucfaes  every  spring  of  the  human  machine  with  the  most  masterly  skill, 
longh  she  knows  nothing  at  all  concerning  the  nature  of  her  implements, 
'  the  process  of  her  operations.  We  walk,  we  run,  we  leap ;  we  throw 
trselyes  into  a  Tariety  of  postures,  and  perform  a  multitude  of  motions ; 
st  are  utterly  unable  to  say,  which  nerve  should  be  active,  which  muscle 
lonld  swell,  or  which  tendon  approximate. 

.Pot  a  German  flute  into  the  hand  even  of  a  sensible  person,  without  a 
taster  to  instruct  him,  he  is  at  a  loss  to  make  the  instrument  speak ;  much 
b  he  able  to  sink  and  soften  the  sound,  to  exalt  and  extend  it  just  as  he 
:  yet  wo  are  self-taught  in  the  method  of  forming,  regulating,  and 
arying  the  voice.  Naturally,  and  with  unpremeditated  fluency,  we  give  it 
Iw  kuDgnishing  cadence  of  sorrow,  or  the  sprightly  airs  of  joy ;  the  low 
iHering  accents  of  fear,  or  the  elevated  tone  and  rapid  sallies  of  anger. 

The  eye  of  a  rustic,  who  has  no  notion  of  optics,  or  any  of  its  laws,  shall 
OBgthen  and  shorten  its  axis,  dilate  and  contract  its  pupil,  without  the  least 
bMitation,  and  with  the  utmost  propriety ;  adapting  itself^  even  with  mathe- 
matical exactness,  to  the  particular  distance  of  objects,  and  the  different 
degrees  of  light :  by  which  means  it  performs  some  of  the  most  curious  cxperi- 
Dents  in  the  improved  Newtonian  philosophy,  without  the  least  knowledge 
of  the  science,  or  so  much  as  any  consciousness  of  its  own  dexterity. 

I  can  never  sufficiently  admire  this  multiplicity  of  animated  organs  ;  their 
finished  form,  and  their  faultless  order.  Yet  I  must  confess  myself  struck 
with  greater  admiration  at  the  power,  the  truly  mysterious  power  and  sway, 
which  the  soul  exercises  over  them.  Ten  thousand  reins  are  put  into  her 
hand :  she  is  not  acquainted  with  their  office,  their  use,  or  their  name  ;  site 
hi8  not  learned  so  much  as  to  distinguish  one  from  another ;  nevertheless  she 
Danages  all,  conducts  all,  without  the  least  peq)lexity  or  the  least  irregularity; 
nther  with  a  promptitude,  a  consistency,  and  a  speed,  which  nothing  else 
can  equal  ! 

Upon  the  whole,  great  reason  had  Euripides  to  call  the  human  body, 

[  believe  the  preceding  observations  will  justify  us,  if  we  give  a  fuller 
aeaning  to  the  poet,  and  translate  his  words — "the  infinitely  varied,  and 
ahnitably  fine  workmanship  of  a  great,  supremo,  imcrring  Artist."  Or,  as 
Rrgil  speaks,  with  a  pertinency  and  a  spirit  which  epitomises,  all  I  have 
aid,  and  expresses  all  I  would  say,  this  bodily  structure  is  indeed — "  non 
aarrabile  textum  *." 

Atp.  "  Wonderfully,"  I  perceive,  "  and  fearfully  'are  we  made,"  Psalm 
ixzix.  14.  Made  of  such  complicated  parts ;  each  so  correctly  fasliioned, 
ad  afl  so  exactly  arranged  t ;  every  one  executing  such  curious  functions, 
■d  many  of  them  operating  in  so  mysterious  a  manner,  as  may  justly 
ader  us   a   wonder  to    ourselves.     Since   health    depends   upon   such   a 

*  Tliat  is  a  structure,  not  barely  correct,  or  highly  finished,  but  (as  Theron  has  elsewhere 
yneiied  it)  *'  beyond  description  curious."* 

t  St.  Pkars  language  on  the  subject  is  exceedingly  beautiful  and  expressive,  iwa^/Mko-^ 
lywMv  mmt  inffifiifim^^0fU999,     Eph.  iv.  16. 
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mnoua  aascniblagc  of  moving  organs ;  since  a  single  secret  ion  stopped  i 
gtny  the  salutary  tomperature  of  the  fluids,  or  a  single  ii%-licel  clogged  l 
c  an  end  to  the  vital  motion  of  the  solids  ;  with  what  '**'  holy  fear  sho 
•  px«6  the  time  of  our  sojourning  here  below ! "  1  IV t.  i.  17  ;  trustiDg, 
Dtinoal  preservation,  not  merely  on  our  own  care«  but  on  that  omnipoCi 
nd  which  formed  this  admirable  machine ;  that  tlie  same  hand  whi 
rmed  it,  may  superintend  it?*  agency,  and  su])port  its  being. 
When  we  consider  tlie  exteiisi\c  contrivance  and  delicate  mechmin- 
hat  plans  of  geometry  have  been  laid ;  what  oix^rations  of  chemistry  | 
rrformcd  ;  in  a  word,  what  miracles  of  art  and  elegance  are  executedij 
•der  to  furnish  us  with  the  necessary'  recruits,  and  the  several  deliglili^ 
fe; — is  there  not  abundant  reason  to  cry  out,  with  the  same  msffti 
liter,  "  How  dear  are  thy  counsels  unto  me,  O  God  ! "  "  lliy  connsek 
seating  wisdom  !  Thou  hast  not  been  sparing,  but  even  lavish  of  thy  iadi 
t^nt  designs.  Thou  hast  omitted  no  expedient  which  might  estabtishi 
ise,  enlarge  my  comforts,  and  promote,  yea  complete,  my  bodily  happinea 
Lud  is  not  this  a  most  endearing  obligation  *^  to  glorify  the  blessed  God,  m 
01  bodies,  as  well  as  with  our  spirits  ?  "  1  Cor.  vi.  20. 

TAtr.  **  Onr  spirits ! "  Ay ;  what  is  this  mansion  of  flesh,  though 
xqnisitely  wrought,  compared  with  the  noble  and  immortal  iuhabitant^wli 
aides  within  ? 


That  intf llectual  being ; 


Those  thoughtu,  which  wander  through  eternity !  Miltob 

This  consideration  inclines  me  to  think,  that  if  the  casket  be  so  hig^ 
K^ished,  the  jewel  cannot  be  so  excessively  coarse  as  my  Aspasio's  docti 
4  original  corruption  supposes. 

J*p.  I  perceive  your  aim,  Tlieron ;  but  must  beg  leave  at  present 
I«^:line  all  overtures  for  a  disi)ute.  If  my  arguments  have  failed,  y 
.U*tvnption  has  answered  its  end.  I  cannot  suffer  my  thoughts  to 
Ji verted  from  a  subject  which  is  so  very  engaging,  yet  so  rarely  discuss 
I  have  such  a  strong  desire  to  recollect  and  retain  what  has  been  observ 
ihat  even  your  conversation  will  at  this  juncture  lose  its  relish.  Ill 
lliorefore,  I  put  a  jieriod  to  our  diseounk*,  and  must  break  away  from  y 
ivm|>any,  in  order  to  runiiuatc  and  digest  my  notions  in  some  seqncste 
lonely  walk  ;  imless  you  will  ix^nnit  me,  before  I  retire,  to  make  one  rema 
And  let  it  not  startle  my  friend  if  I  venture  to  say,  that  amidst  all  liiscnri< 
observations,  he  has  forgot  the  princi^xil  circumstance  of  honour  and  exc 
Icutv  whirh  dignifies  the  human  body. 

Tker,  I  have  omitted  many  fine  and  admirable  propc^rties,  I  confess.    I 
♦un*  I  have  not  forgot  the  principal  and  most  distinguishing  ? 

A*fK  Y(»u  need  not  be  displeased  with  yourself.  It  argues  no  defect 
your  dissertation.  The  circumstance  I  have  in  my  view  could  never  be  c 
covcnnl  by  following  the  dissecting  knife.  It  is  learned,  not  from  Cheseldc 
diafUs  or  the  tables  of  Albinus,  but  from  the  word  of  revelation. — 1!M 
I  nuHin  is  this ;  the  human  body  was  exalted  to  a  most  intimate  and  p 
iMid  union  with  the  eternal  Son  of  God.  He  who  decorated  the  hea' 
villi  stars,  and  cro%vned  the  stars  with  lustre,  ^'  he  vouchsafed  to  be  mi 
t««h,''  John  i.  14.  ^'and  was  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,"  Phil.  ii.  8.  N 
[yen  now  the  apparel  oi  t\\a\.  ^wVu^  ^xA  ^qt^V^  P^tsou.  H< 
'HIT  nature  j  l\o  wcara  o\ii  n^i^  \aii^»,  «A  v^^^fiu^YCL^dBA  < 
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^huPMuiy,  eren  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  at  the  head  of  all  the 
boflts.  ' 

think  yon  of  another  priTilege,  mentioned  by  the  apostle  ?  ^*  Yonr 
are  tiie  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghoet,"  1  Cor.  vi.  19.  Not  your  souls 
f^  but  jtmr  very  bodies,  are  the  serine  in  which  ^^  the  high  and  holy  One, 
inhabiteth  eternity,"  condescends  to  dwell.  lie  who  sitteth  between  the 
ibim,  and  walketh  in  the  circuit  of  the  skies,  is  pleased  to  sanctify  these 
tenements  for  his  own  habitation.  And  is  not  this  a  much  grandgr 
'iment,  than  all  their  matchless  contriyance  and  masterly  workman- 
?  Jnst  as  the  rod  which  budded,  and  the  manna  which  was  miraculously 
the  sacred  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim,  with  the  cloud  of  glory 
the  mercy-seat ;  were  a  much  higher  distinction  to  Solomon's  temple, 
the  most  heightened  beauties  of  architecture. 
■Km  must  I  omit  the  dignity,  the  transcendent  and  amazing  dignity,  which 
JK  Kwrred  for  these  systems  of  flesh  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  They 
pi  then  be  refined  and  improved  into  the  most  perfect  state,  and  the  most 
kpwieona  form ;  surpassing  whatever  is  resplendent  and  amiable  in  the  most 
ppHmental  appearances  of  material  nature.  They  will  be  purer  than  the 
firmament;  brighter  than  the  lustre  of  the  stars;  and,  which 
all  parallel,  which  comprehends  all  perfection,  they  will  *'  be  made 
it  unto  Christ's  glorious  body,"  Phil.  iii.  21 ;  like  that  incomparably 
ijbrions  body  which  the  blessed  Jesus  wears  in  his  celestial  kingdom,  and 
"m  his  triumphant  throne. 

|i  When  we  add  all  these  magnificent  prerogatives  which  are  revealed  in 
■Bptare,  to  all  those  inimitable  niceties  which  are  displayed  by  anatomists, 
mat  thankfulness,  what  admiration,  can  equal  such  a  profusion  of  favours  ? 

When  all  thy  mercies,  O  my  God, 

My  risinff  soul  senreys, 
Transported  with  the  view,  1*m  lost 

In  wonder,  Iotc,  and  praise  i 
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Thb  morning  had  been  wet.  At  noon  the  rain  ceased ;  but  the  heavens 
eontinued  gloomy.  Towards  evening  a  gentle  eastern  gale  sprung  up, 
vkich  dissipated  the  dead  calm,  and  cleared  the  face  of  the  sky.  The  sun, 
yMdtk  had  been  muffled  in  douds,  dropped  the  veil.  Disengaged  from  the 
^■ky  diroud,  he  shone  forth  with  peculiar  splendour.  His  beams,  endeared 
ly  tibdr  late  suspension,  were  doubly  welcome,  and  produced  unusual  gaiety. 

At  this  juncture  Theron  and  Aspasio  walked  abroad.  They  walked 
akemately  on  the  terraces ;  one  of  which  was  opposite  to  the  country,  the 
idKr  contiguous  to  the  parterre ;  where  the  gales,  impregnated  with  the 
ftohest  exhalations  of  nature,  breathed  the  snlell  of  meads,  and  heaths,  and 
gloves ;  or  else,  shaking  the  clusters  of  roses,  and  sweeping  the  bods  of 
ftigruioe,  they  flung  balm  and  odours  through  the  air. 

At  a  distance  were  heard  the  bleatings  of  the  flock,  mingled  with  the 
lowings  of  the  milk^  mothers;  while  more  melodious  music  warbled  from 
tie  aeigbbouring  boughs,  and  spoke  aloud  the  joy  of  tUeit  icalVi^  Vb^v 
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bitants ; — and  not  only  spoke  tbdr  joy,  bnt  aprtftd  in  additMoal  ifcuB  i 
otl  the  landscape.  For,  amidst  such  stndna  of  nktive  hxnaoBf,  the  hnatli 
perfamea  smell  moTO  sweet,  the  stmiuiBg  rilla  lUBe  mace  dear,  Mid 
uniTersal  prospect  looks  more  gay. 

Then  was  ospeiicoced  what  Milton  SO  delicately  dMoribea : 

If  cbinn  the  nuUtnt  ran  wtdi  &r«wdl  fveet 
Exteod  his  e*«iung  beun,  tbe  fields  nriia. 
The  birdi  their  natea  reaeir,  aod  hWtiiig  banb 
Atteat  their  jof,  that  hill  uid  **llsj  rinf. 

With  wonder  and  delight  our  friends  ohaerred  hoth  Hia  exqninte  bcK 
and  the  immense  magnificence  of  things.^— Tliey  weie  stmA  witJi  the  a 
profound  veneration  of  that  almighty  Majesty,  who  bnng  the  eoK  in  m 
of  azure,  and  clothed  his  orb  with  rohee  of  Itutie ;  **  irtioae  right  hand  ep 
neth  the  heaTens,"  Isa.  xlriii.  13 ;  "  and  etretobeth  them  out  as  a  tent,' 
innnmcrablo  creatures,  worlds,  systems,  "  to  dweU  in,"  laa.  zl.  S3.— Chan 
they  were  at  the  consideration  of  the  Creator's  bonndlesa  beoefioeiioe ;  i 
lifts  up  the  light  of  his  countemmee,  utd  joy  is  abed ;  who  opens  his  mm 
cent  hand,  and  plenty  is  poured  tfiroughoat  aU  tbe  r^ona  of  the  nniTa 
Insomuch  that  even  inanimate  beings  seem  to  scaila  under  a  ienn  ot 
blessings;  and  though  they  find  not  a  tongue  tvpruse,  yet  speak  fl 
acclamations  by  their  gladdened  looks. 

Thtr.  How  very  different,  Aspasio,  is  this  deligbtftil  appeanaee  of  tbi 
-  from  your  ill-favoured  doctrine  of  original  guilt  and  original  depravit 
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^Vore  we  to  disBect  hnman  natuie,  as  in  our  last  conference  you  treated 

iniimal  system,  we  should  find  the  leprosy  of  corruption  spreading  itself 

our  whole  frame.     For  which  reason  it  is  styled,  by  an  inspired 

r,  *^  the  old  num,"  Rom.  vL  6.     ^'  Old,"  because  in  its  commencement 

|«is  early  as  the  &11,  and  in  its  communication  to  individuals  b  coeval 

their  being :  ^^  Man,"  because  it  has  tainted  the  body,  infected  the 

and  disordered  the  wholo  person. 

ft.  Paul,  describing  a  profligate  conversation,  speaks  in  this  remarkable 

ler :  "  fulfilling  &e  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind,''  Eph.  ii.  3. 

the  desrcs  of  the  flesh,  he  means  those  irregular  inclinations  which 

>nd  with  the  animal  part  of  our  constitution :  by  the  desires  of  the 

be  denotes  those  evil  propensities  which  are  more  immediately  seated 

Ae  intellectual  faculties.     And  by  both,  he  very  strongly  expresses  the 

depravation  of  our  nature. 

J%er.  What  you  call  evil  propensities,  I  am  apt  to  think  are  not  really 

but   appointed  for  the  trial  of  our  virtue.      Nay,   since  they  arc 

ly  natural,  they  cannot  bo  in  themselves  evil ;  because,  upon  tliis 

ion,  God,  who  is  the  author  of  our  nature,  would  be  the  author  of 

^Jtp,  Then  you  imagine,  that  propensities  to  evil  are  void  of  guilt.     This 

itte  Popish  notion,  but  neither  the  Mosaic  nor  the  apostolic  doctrine. — In 

law  of  Moses  it  is  written,  *^  Thou  shalt  not  covet,"  Exod.  xx.  17*     Tlio 

Legislator  prohibits,  not  only  the  iniquitous  practice,  but  the  evil 

The  apostle  gives  it  in  cliarge  to  the   Colossians,  ^^  Mortify  your 

which  arc  upon  the  earth:  fornication,  uncleanncss,   inordinate 

I,  and,"  which  is  the  source  of  all,  "  evil  concupiscence,"  Col.  iii.  5. 

r,  can  that  be  free  from  guilt  which  wo  are  commanded  to  mortify  ? 

if  not  mortified,  denominates  us  ^^  children  of  disobedience,"  and 

us  to  "  the  wrath  of  God  ?"  Col.  iii.  6. 

Though  these  propensities  are  confessedly  natural,  they  may  be  evil  not- 

iding.   The  sacred  writers  oppose  what  is  natural  to  what  is  spiritual. 

of  commending  it  as  innocent,  they  condemn  it  as  ^'  foolish,"  1  Cor. 

14.  "base,"  2  Pet.  ii.  12.  and  "criminal,"  Eph.  ii.  3. — Neither  dcn^s  this 

the  aathor  of  our  nature,  the  author  of  our  sin.      But  it  proves,  that 

nature  has  sustained  a  deplorable  loss ;  that  it  is  quite  different  from  its 

state ;    that  what  is  spoken  of  the  Israelitish  people  is  ap[)licab]e  to 

t hnman  race :  "  I  planted  thee  a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  seed :  how 
I  art  thou  turned  into  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  strange  vine?"  Jer.  ii.  21. 
Howerer,  let  us  observe  your  proposal ;  dwell  no  longer  on  general  hints, 
kit  descend  to  a  particular  examination.  As  our  examination  will  chiefly 
the  soul,  let  me  inquire,  what  are  her  principal  faculties  ? 
Tker,  The  understanding,  the  will,  and  the  aflbctions.  These  are  the 
Host  distinguishing  powers  which  that  queen  of  the  human  economy  retains 
in  her  service.  Tliese,  like  the  several  distributions  of  some  ample  river,  run 
ftnragh  the  whole  man,  to  quicken,  fertilise,  and  enrich  all  his  conversation. 
But  you  represent  them  bitter,  as  the  waters  of  Marah ;  unwholesome,  as  the 
iftmuns  of  Jericho ;  noxious,  as  the  pottage  prepared  for  the  sons  of  the 
pophets. 

Jjp.  Nor  is  this  a  misrepresentation:    for  such  they  really  are,  till  divine 
pace,  like  Moses'  wonff^  Plrnd.  xv.  2d,  like  Elislia's  salt,  2  Kinga  \\.  "iV,^^, 
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or  tlie  incnl,  2  Kings  Iv,  41 .  cast  in  hy  tlmt  lioly  man  ot  Ood,  sivei'tcn  tlia 
licol  tlioiD,  and  icnilur  their  uporatioos  ealutary.  , 

The  undcntaading  claims  our  first  regard.  Tliia,  however  qualified 
servo  the  ])uTpcisc9  of  civil  life,  is  unablo  to  discover  the  truthn  in  which  n 
dom  consiats,  or  to  form  the  tempers  from  which  happincsa  flows. 

Let  us  t&kc  our  specimen,  not  from  the  uncultivated  savages  of  Africa,  l| 
from  the  politest  nation  in  Europe.  The  Grecians  pi(]ucd  themselves  i 
their  intellectnal  accomplishments  :  thej'  termed  all  the  rest  of  mankind  U 
barians.  Yet  even  tlieso  sons  of  science,  "  professing  themselves  wise,  fnn 
in  fact,  egregious  "  fools,"  Bom.  i.  22.  Not  to  enumemte  the  shocki 
immoralttics  which  the  poets  ascribed  to  their  deities  ;  not  to  insist  upon  | 
groes  idolatries  which  the  common  people  practised  in  their  woiship;  ev 
their  philosophers,  the  most  improved  and  penetrating  geniuses,  vrcie  niu 
qutunted  with  the  very  first  principle  of  true  religion.  Even  they  could  | 
pronounce,  with  nn  unfaltering  tongue,  "  Tliat  God  ia  one." 

Titr.  "With  regard  to  tlie  phitosoplicm,  the  prejudices  of  a  wrong  «^ucali 
tnight  pervert  their  judgment ;  or,  in  compliance  with  the  prevailing  mo^ 
they  might  adopt  customs,  and  assent  to  notions,  which  they  did  not  ti| 
roughly  approve. 

A^.  A  poor  compliment  this  to  their  integrity!  Had  I  been  their  advora 
metliinks  1  woiild  hnre  given  up  the  sagacity  of  my  clients,  rather  than  Ut 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  God  and  truth. 

With  reference  te  the  supreme  Good,  they  were  equally  at  a  loss.  Th( 
ia  not  one  among  all  the  inferior  creatures. 
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ition  has  been  published.  Not  a  single  loiterer  is  to  be  seen  when 
I  troops  are  preparing  for  their  decampment,  nor  a  single  straggler  to  be 
when  they  have  once  began  their  march. — Having  finished  their  jour- 
'fliiODgfa  the  land,  their  wings  become  a  sort  of  sails,  and  they  launch,  not 
bnt  over  the  ocean.  Without  any  compass  to  regulate  their  course, 
l^ny  chart  to  make  observations  in  their  voyage,  they  arrive  safely  at  the 
ahore;  and  what  is  still  more  extraordinary,  they  always  find  the 
way,  and  the  shortest  cut. 
Aif'  **  The  stork  in  the  heavens  knoweth  her  appointed  times ;  and  the 
and  the  crane,  and  the  swallow,  observe  the  time  of  their  coming  :  but 
^people  know  not  the  judgment  of  their  God,"  Jer.  viii.  7.  The  young 
bi  of  thoee  birds  perceive  how  absolutely  necessary  it  is  to  forsake  the  land 
■  tteir  nativity,  and  travel  in  quest  of  milder  climes ;  but  our  ofl^pring,  even 
their  minds  begin  to  open,  "  are  brutish  in  their  knowledge,"  Jer. 
14.  Bom  they  are,  and  too  long  continue,  ^^  like  the  wild  ass's  colt," 
xi.  12;  not  only  quite  destitute  of  heavenly  wisdom,  but  stupid  to 
lend  it,  and  averse  to  receive  it.  *^  As  soon  as  they  are  bom,  they  go 
and 
Tker.  *'  Go  astray" — ^To  what  is  this  owing,  but  to  the  bad  examples 
behold  ?  they  catch  the  wayward  habit  from  the  irregular  conversntion 
'others. 

Aip.  Is  not  this  a  confirmation  of  my  point  ?    "Why  arc  they  yielding  clay 

eich  bad  impression?  case-hardened  steel  to  every  edifying  a])plicati()n  ? 

imitating  unworthy  examples,  you  can  hardly  withhold  thorn  by 

tightest  rein ;  but  if  you  would  affect  them  with  a  sense  of  divine  things, 

bing  them  acquainted  with  God  their  Maker,  ^^  line  must  be  u})on  line, 

upon  line  ;  precept  must  be  upon  precept,  precept  upon  prccopt ;  here  a 

and  there  a  little*."     What  further  corroborates  my  sentiment  is,  that 

these  tender  toils  of  erudition  are  generally  unwelcome,  are  too  often 

ful,  nay,  will  always  be  ineffectual,  without   the  concurrence  of 

righty  grace. 

Theron,  if  this  propensity  to  evil  be  observable  in  all  children,  it 
more  than  probable  that  the  unhappy  bias  is  derived  from  their  parents, 
than  catchcd  from  their  neighbours  ;  and  owing  not  to  the  influence  of 
examples,  but  to  a  principle  of  internal  corruption! . — Neglect  the 
■dseation  of  children,  and  you  are  sure  to  have  their  manners  evil,  their  lives 
^profitable.  Nay,  only  remit  your  endeavours,  and  they  lose  what  has  been 
(lined,  they  start  aside  like  a  broken  bow.  And  wherefore  this  ?  Why  do 
Biey  not,  without  the  rules  of  discipline  or  lessons  of  instruction,  sponta- 
iBOOflly  addict  themselves  to  the  exercise  of  every  virtue ;  just  as  the  cygnets 

*  A  great  critic  has  laid  down  the  followiDg  rule  to  he  ohsenred  in  fine  writing  : 

*Ti8  not  enongh  no  harshness  gives  offence, 
The  sound  must  be  an  echo  to  the  sense. 

Pope's  Essay  on  Criticism. 

Ibicr  was  this  delicate  maxim  more  nicely  exemplified,  than  in  the  above  cited  passage  of 
Ush,  chap,  zxviii.  13.  Another  instance  of  the  same  kind  occurs  in  the  seventh  verse  ; 
vkrcthe  language  seems  to  mimic  the  roeling,  straggling,  giddy  motions  of  a  drunkard  ; 
«Ue  it  iterates  and  reiterates  the  idea;  expresses  the  same  thing  in  a  different  and  still 
Mbeot  manner  ;  with  an  apparent,  and  in  this  case  a  significant,  circumrotation  of  words. 
tSfc  Pkal  eoafeaae9,  tbmt  he  and  hia  feUow-ULints  were,  in  their  urxoivNttlft^V  vVvkXc, 
^pm«r.-  and  tbia,  not  Im  m  si^p,   -by  custom  or  habit,"  but  ^u^i.,  *^\i^  TvTs\.\«tr 
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yoadei  canal  B]>oiitaacously  tako  to  tlio  element  of  wati'r  aad  tbc  oik 
of  swimming  ?  f 

Thnt  bed  in  the  giirdoii  before  us  will  suggci^t  tlie  rcufioR.  It  lisa  be«i 
digged  null  dn.'sscJ  this  very  day.  It  now  lii^s  smooth  and  clean.  Nut 
einglu  WLtd  appears  on  its  suifttce.  Yet  how  certainly  will  it,  in  a  very  Itttll 
time,  ptoduco  a  plenteous  growth  of  those  vegetable  nuisanceB  I  Whence 
this  proceed  ?  No  hand  will  sow  tliem  ;  no  wish  will  invite  them.  But  thi 
seeds,  though  uii|Jcrceivcd  hy  any  eye,  are  already  there.  Disseminated  b] 
'  c  winds,  they  have  mixed  tliemselvcs  with  the  mould,  and  are  sank  ! 

0  soil.     So,  just  so  it  is  with  our  uliildreD.     The  seeds  of  iniquity 

itliin  them  ;  and  unless  proper  diligence  he  eserted  by  us,  uideea  gTBctoq 
asaiatance  be  vouchsafed  from  above,  they  will  assuredly  spring  up,  ovetra 
their  souls,  and  dishonour  their  livoa, 

TAiT.  lict  us  leave  the  childrcu,  and  raako  men  the  subject  of  our  inqairy. 

Atji.  In  this  respect,  Thcron, 

Men  ve  bat  ohililrea  of  >  Urger  growth. 

Wo  may  leave  the  vest  or  hanging  sleeve-coat,  but  we  shall  still  find  tt 
follies  of  the  child.  In  youth,  whiit  low  ambition  and  fondness  for  .dcs|ni»U 
pleasures!  In  manhood,  what  a  keen  pursuit  of  transitory  wealth,  yet 
a  cold  inattention  to  Ciod  and  holiness  !  Jilcn,  and  men  too  of  the  greatest 
abilities,  whose  penetration  on  other  subjects  is  piercing  as  the  eagle's  Hg^ 
the  most  important  points  blind  a^  the  incavemcd  moh 
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nt,  come  in  with  their  evidence,  and  mt^nify  their  Creator  to  a  gazing 
inaffected  world. 

le  air  wfaiepeis  his  clemency  in  the  gentle,  the  refreshing  gales  of  spring. 
3  take  no  notice  of  this  soft  persuasive  address,  the  tone  is  elevated,  the 
sty  of  Jehovah  sounds  aloud  in  roaring  winds  and  rending  storms.  Yet 
expedients  fail.  Man  is  like  the  deaf  adder,  that  stoppeth  her  ears, 
efiiseth  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  charmers,  chanu  they  never  so  sweetly, 
r  so  forcibly. 

ich  flower,  arrayed  in  beauty,  and  breathing  perfume,  courts  our  afiections 
ts  infinitely  amiable  Author. — Not  a  bird  that  warbles,  nor  a  brook  that 
nurs,  but  invites  our  praise,  or  chides  our  ingratitude.  All  the  classes  of 
9  deposit  their  attestation  on  our  palates,  yet  seldom  reach  our  hearts, 
r  give  us  a  proof  of  the  divine  benignity ;  a  proof  as  undeniable  as  it  is 
sing,  and  too  often  as  ineffectual  also. 

I  short,  the  whole  creation  is  a  kind  of  magnificent  embassy  from  its 
nrhty  Lord,  deputed  to  proclaim  his  excellencies,  and  demand  our  homage, 
who  has  not  disregarded  the  former,  and  vdthheld  the  latter  ? — How 
walk  as  seeing  him  that  is  invisible,  or  have  fellowship  with  the  Father 
lirits  ?  though  to  walk  before  him  is  our  highest  dignity,  and  to  have 
rship  with  him  is  our  only  felicity. 

her.  Tins  is  owing  to  inattention,  rather  than  to  any  blindness  or  defect 
an's  understanding.  The  many  works  of  genius,  which  have  been  pro- 
d  in  various  ages,  are  an  abundant  proof  of  his  intellectual  capacity. — 
e  not  the  seas  been  traversed,  and  the  skies  measured  ?  Has  not  the 
I  been  disembowelled  of  its  choicest  treasures,  while  its  surface  is  beau- 
l  if^nth  towns,  cities,  palaces  inmmierable  ?  What  fine  arts  are  invented 
f^xorcised,  and  to  what  a  pitch  of  perfection  are  they  carried  ?  Arts  that 
,  if  not  to  exceed,  at  least  to  rival  nature.  It  was  the  understanding  which 
ed  all  these  great  designs.  It  was  the  understanding  which  contrived  the 
IS,  and  conducted  the  execution.  And  are  not  these  unquestionable 
.*nces  of  her  very  superior  abilities  ? 

7>.  Tlien  she  is  like  some  great  empress,  who  conquers  half  the  world, 
is  unable  to  nile  herself ;  who  extends  her  regulations  into  foreign  climes, 
e  her  domestic  affairs  are  involved  in  confusion. — Do  you  doubt 
•eality  of  this  remark  ?  Set  yourself  to  meditate  upon  the  most  interest- 
;niths.  How  desultory,  how  incoherent  are  your  thoughts ! — Charge 
I  to  be  collected ;  they  disobey  your  orders.  Rally  the  undisciplined 
ants ;  again  they  desert  the  task.  Exert  all  your  power,  and  keep 
1  close  to  their  business ;  still  tliey  elude  your  endeavours, 
be  other  day  I  could  not  forbear  smiling  at  a  little  adventure  of  your 
igest  son's.  Some  quicksilver,  which  happened  to  be  spilt  upon  the 
,  parted  into  several  globules.  The  shining  balls  looked  so  prettily,  ho 
ed  to  make  them  his  own.  But  when  he  offered  to  take  them  up,  they 
from  his  hand ;  as  soon  as  he  renewed  the  attempt,  so  often  he  met  with 
appointment;  the  closer  he  strove  to  grasp  them,  the  more  speedily  they 
)ed  from  his  fingers.  He  seemed  at  first  to  be  amazed,  then  became 
\  angry  that  the  little  fugitives  should  so  constantly  bafiio  his  repeated 
s.  Thus  unmanageable  I  very  often  find  my  own  thoughts.  If  yours 
nder  no  better  regimen,  this  may  convince  us  both  that  all  is  not  accord- 
0  thex>riginal  creation. 

Q  2 


AND   4BrASI0. 


m 

We  apply  ourselves  to  convereo  witli  the  everlarting  0«tl  in  praypr, 
L-re  ono  would  expect  to  liave  the  thoughts  all  cleamega,  and  all  composure, 
lit  here  "  we  are  not  sufficient  of  ourselves  to  tliink  any  thing  a.a  of  out- 
Ivea,"  2  Cor.  iii.  S.  All  tliose  holy  ideas  which  crente  reference,  or 
rcngtheu  faitli,  or  quicken  love,  conic  from  the  Father  of  lighbi.  Should  he 
ithdraw  his  influence,  all  will  he  dull,  aud  dark,  and  dead.  It  may  be  wc 
0  somewhat  enlivened  in  tliis  sacred  exerciao;  before  we  arc  aware,  perh&pa 

the  very  midst  of  the  solemti  office,  our  attention  is  di&npated,  and  not 
ssipated  only,  but  scattered  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.     Tlie  God  of  all  gloiy 

forsaken,  and  the  devotion  paid  to  some  senselesa  foppery.  A  malefactor, 
■gging  his  life  at  the  knees  of  hia  aovereign,  and  digcontinuing  hie  suit  in 
(ier  to  caress  a  lap-dog,  or  pursue  a  butterfly,  is  but  a  faint  image  of  tho 
inity  whieh  attends  our  devotional  services.  Reason,  which  ought  to  cor- 
ct  these  im'gularitics,  is  treated  tike  the  incredulous  lord,  who,  instead  of 
introlling  the  unruly  multitude,  was  overborne  by  their  impetuosliy,  "  and 
uddcn  under  foot,"  2  KlngB  vii,  17. 

Since,  then,  the  reins  axe  struck  out  of  our  hands,  and  wo  have  lost  the 
lie  over  our  own  faculties,  surely  we  are  in  a  state  diflferent,  very  difloreni, 
Din  our  primitive  constitution. 

Tfier.  However  insensible  to  refined  speculation,  tlie  understanding,  when 
terest  ia  in  the  case,  is  apprehensive  enough 

Ay>.  In  teniporaj",  not  in  spiritual  affiiirs.— Your  younger  brother, 
iieron,  is  a  luercliaiit.      IVt'  will  suppose  hini  at  the  sea-side,  within  a  small 
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is  8cai€e  any  longer  a  goTcming  principle.  What  can  be  more  deplorable  ? 
and,  if  we  admit  not  the  doctoine  of  original  cormption,  what  so  unac- 
countable f 

Ther,  Thia,  I  must  confess,  is  true  with  regard  to  the  unthinking  rabble. 
To  them  may  be  accommodated  the  remark  of  Augustus,  who,  when  he  saw 
some  foreign  females  carrying  apes  in  their  arms  instead  of  infants,  said  to 
one  of  his  courtiers,  *^  Have  the  women  of  those  countries  no  children,  that 
they  are  so  fond  of  such  despicable  animals  ?"  —  The  vulgar  are  so  immersed 
in  secular  cares,  that  one  might  indeed  be  tempted  to  ask,  ^'  Haye  those' 
people  no  souls,  that  buying  and  selling,  eating  and  drinking,  engross  their 
whole  concern  V  But  persons  of  rank  and  education  think  in  a  more  exalted 
manner. 

Atp.  Do  you  then  imagine,  that  an  elevation  of  circumstances  sets  the 
affections  on  things  above?  or  that  it  is  the  peculiar  infelicity  of  the 
vulgar  to  grovel  in  their  desires  ?  Gold,  I  believe,  is  more  likely  to  increase, 
than  to  dissipate  the  fog  on  the  mind.  Abundance  of  possessions,  instead 
of  disengaging  the  heart,  fasten  it  more  inseparably  to  the  earth.  Even 
saperior  attainments  in  learning,  if  not  sanctified  by  grace,  serve  only  to 
render  the  owner  somewhat  more  refined  in  his  follies.  But  comparisons 
between  the  various  classes  of  mankind,  are  as  useless  as  they  are  invidious. 
None  in  either  condition,  attend  to  the  things  which  make  for  their  peace 
till  they  are  awakened  from  their  lethargy  by  the  quickening  Spirit  of 
Christ ;  and  even  then,  we  cannot  but  observe  evident  indications  of  much 
remaining  blindness. 

IIow  apt  are  such  persons  to  mistake  the  way  of  salvation  !  to  place  their 
own  works  for  a  foundation  of  hope,  instead  of  Christ  the  Rock  of  Ages ! 
thinking  by  their  own  performances  to  win,  not  seeking  from  unmerited 
grace  to  receive,  the  inheritance  of  eternal  glory ;  which  is  more  absurdly 
vain  than  to  offer  toys  as  an  equivalent  for  thrones,  or  to  dream  of  purchasing 
diadems  with  a  mite. — ^They  are  also  prone  to  misapprehend  the  nature  of 
holiness ;  are  zealous  to  regulate  the  external  conduct,  without  attending  to 
the  renovation  of  the  heart ;  in  outward  forms  elaborate ;  with  respect  to 
mward  sanctity,  less  if  at  all  exact :  a  labour  just  as  preposterous,  as  to  skin 
orer  the  surface  of  a  wound  while  it  festers  at  the  bottom,  and  consumes 
the  bone. 

Give  me  leave  to  ask,  Theron,  "Wlien  our  Lord  declares,  "  unless  a  man  be 
Iwn  again,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,"  John  iii.  3 ;  when 
he  speaks  of  *^  eating  his  flesh,  and  drinking  his  blood,"  John  vi.  54  ;  when 
joa  hear  or  read  of  union  with  the  blessed  Jesus,  or  communion  with  the 
most  high  God ;  is  there  not  a  cloud,  if  not  total  darkness,  on  your  mind  ? 
How  erroneous  was  the  Psalmist  himself  in  his  judgment  concerning  the 
divine  disposals :  *'  So  foolish  was  I  and  ignorant,  even  as  it  were  a  beast,"  or 
IS  the  veriest  beast,  "before  thee,"  Psalm  Ixxiii.  22.  The  voice  of  experience 
therefore  will  attest,  what  the  word  of  revelation  has  averred, — that  the 
■atural  man,  be  his  intellectual  abilities  ever  so  pregnant,  or  ever  so  improved, 
*"  cannot  know  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,"  1  Cor.  ii.  14:  he  has  no 
■ght  to  discern  their  beauty,  no  taste  to  relish  their  sweetness.  Nay, 
iWagfa  they  are  the  purest  light,  and  the  most  perfect  wisdom,  to  him  they 
sppMT  not  only  dark  and  obscure,  but  even  foolishness  itself. 


n^ould  tliia  be  the  case  if  the  understanding  wm  not  grcfttly  defHsftd  I 
ouM  it  be  difficult  for  your  car  to  distinguish  the  direreity  of  sounds,  of 
■  your  eye  to  discern  the  variety  of  colours,  would  you  not  conclude,  thiil 
a  organs  were  very  much  impaired  ? 

Ther.  I  tliink  you  have  trcatt'd  the  understanding  as  Zopyrus  served  his 
m  body  ",  when  he  wont  over  to  the  cacmy.  Do  yon  intend  to  niragle 
L'  other  faculties  at  tho  same  unmerciful  rale  ? 

Afp.  Tliat  nobleman  made  the  wounds  which  disfigured  his  flesh  ;  I  baTe  . 
ly  probed  the  sorea  whicli  were  fonnd  in  tho  uuderstitiiding.  If  I  bftve 
idled  tho  quick,  and  put  the  patient  to  pain,  it  is  only  to  fncilitoto  the 
eration  of  medicine,  and  make  way  for  a  cure. — But  permit  mc  to  aisk, 
licrcin  does  the  excellency  of  the  humitn  will  consist  ? 
T/ier.  In  following  the  guidance  of  reason,  and  submitting  to  tho  infln- 
ee  of  proper  authority. 

Atp.  The  will,  I  four,  rejects  the  garemment  of  reason ;  and  it  is  aodi> 
d)ly  certain,  that  it  rebels  against  the  authority  of  Cod. 
Cast  your  eye  upon  that  team  of  horses,  with  which  yonder  countryman  is 
tughing  his  fallow-ground.  No  less  than  fivo  of  those  robust  aniuiAle  an  ' 
ked  together,  and  yield  their  snbmJBUve  necka  to  the  draught,  lltc^ , 
ve  more  strength  than  twenty  men,  yet  arc  managed  by  a  single  lad,  ■ 
ley  not  only  stand  in  awe  of  tho  lash,  but  Ustcn  to  tho  voice  of  their  drivtr^ 
>ey  turn  to  tho  right  hand  or  to  the  loft ;  they  quicken  tlieir  ]>ace,  or  stoj^ 
the  furrow,  at  the  bare  intimation  of  his  pleasure.     Are  we  eqnall^ 
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wiih  inoeflsant  assiduity,  while  the  air  is  soreno,  while  the  roads  are  good, 
and  abundance  of  loose  grain  lies  scattered  over  the  fields.  By  these  prccau- 
tiona  they  live  secure  when  storms  embroil  the  sky,  they  want  no  manner  of 
conveniency  even  when  winter  lays  waste  the  plains. 

Asp.  Do  we  improve,  so  diligently,  our  present  opportunities  ?  This  life 
is  the  seed-time  of  eternity.  Do  we  husband  the  precious  moments 
like  persons  sensible  of  their  unspeakable  importance  ?  sensible,  that  if  we 
trifle  and  are  indolent,  they  will  be  irrecoverably  gone,  and  wc  irretriev- 
ably rained  ? 

Sickness,  we  know  not  how  soon,  may  invade  us,  pain  may  torment  us,  and 
both  may  issue  in  our  final  dissolution.  Are  we  duly  aware  of  these  awful 
changes,  and  properly  solicitous  to  put  all  in  order  for  their  approach  ?  We 
walk  (alarming  thought !)  upon  the  very  brink  of  death,  resurrection,  and 
judgment.  Do  wo  walk  like  wise  virgins,  with  our  loins  girt,  with  our 
lamps  trimmed,  in  a  state  of  continual  readiness  for  the  fioavenly  Bridegroom's 
advent? 

Those  ants  ^'have  no  guide,  overseer,  or  ruler ;  yet  prepare  their  meat  in 
tbe  summer,  and  gather  their  food  in  the  harvest,"  Prov.  vi.  ?•  ^^  have  all 
these,  yet  neglect  the  time  of  our  visitation.  We  have  God's  unerring  word 
to  guide  us ;  God's  ever- watchful  eye  to  oversee  us ;  God's  sovereign  command 
to  rule  and  quicken  us.  Notwithstanding  all  these  motives,  is  not  the  speech 
of  the  sluggard  the  very  language  of  our  conduct  ?  "A  little  more  sleep, 
a  little  more  slumber,  a  little  more  folding  of  the  hands  to  sleep."  The  most 
supine  indifference,  where  all  possible  diligence  is  but  just  sufficient !  This, 
jou  must  allow,  is  the  true  character  of  mankind  in  general.  And  does  this 
demonstrate  the  rectitude  of  their  will  ? 

Ther,  The  understanding  may  be  said  to  carry  the  torch,  the  will  to  hold 
the  bidance.  Now  the  perfection  of  a  balance  consists  in  being  so  nicely 
poised,  as  to  incline  at  the  least  touch,  and  preponderate  with  the  slightest 
Weight.     This  property  belongs,  without  all  dispute,  to  the  human  will. 

Aip,  What  if  one  of  your  scales  should  descend  to  the  ground,  though 
charged  with  trifles  that  are  light  as  air?  if  the  other  should  kick  the 
beam,  though,  its  contents  be  weightier  than  talents  of  gold  ?  Is  not  this  an 
exict  representation  of  our  will,  when  the  fleeting  pleasures  of  sense,  or  the 
pony  interests  of  time,  excite  our  wishes ;  even  while  the  solid  delights  of 
feligion,  and  the  inmiensely  rich  treasures  of  immortality,  can  hardly  obtain 
oar  attention  ?  However,  let  us  quit  the  metaphor,  and  examine  fact. 
Bappose  I  make  it  appear,  that,  instead  of  chusing  the  most  eligible  objects, 
the  will  is  so  deplorably  vitiated  as  to  loathe  what  is  salutary,  and  bo  fond 
of  what  is  baneful. 

Ther,  If  you  prove  this  to  be  universally  the  case,  you  will  prove  your 
fiiTOQrite  point  with  a  witness. 

A»p,  Wlien  Providence  is  pleased  to  thwart  our  measures,  or  defeat  our 
endeavours ;  to  bring  us  under  the  cloud  of  disgrace,  or  lay  upon  us  the  rod 
of  affliction;  what  is  our  behaviour?  Do  we  bow  our  heads  in  lumible 
RQgnation  ?  Do  we  open  our  mouths  in  thankful  acknowledgments  ? — 
Obaerve  the  waters  in  that  elegant  octangular  basin.  They  assimilate 
themselvea,  with  the  utmost  readiness,  and  with  equal  exactness,  to  the 
▼csael  that  contains  them.  So  would  the  human  will,  if  it  were  not 
extremely  froward  and  foolish,  conform  itself  to  the  divine ;  which  is  uuer 
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ngly  wiac,  antl  of  nil  po^iblc  contingencies  incomparably  the  beet.  Yet 
jw  apt  arc  wo  to  fret  with  diaqnietuilo,  and  atnigglo  under  afflictive  ^q>ai- 
itiond,  "aa  a  wild  bidl  in  a  nut!" 

TA^r.  Tiiie  is  a  very  iniperffct  proof,  Aspasio,  and  correspondB  only  with 
irt  of  your  accusation.  We  may  diilike  what  is  wholusomc,  especially  if  it 
inpalatable,  yet  not  be  fond  of  our  bane. 
Alp,  Slioiild  yoii  see  a  person  who  thirsts  after  tlie  putrid  lake,  bnt  di»«i 
■liahcs  the  running  fountain ;  who  longs  for  the  impoieoned  berries  of  the 
■ghtahade,  but  abhors  tho  delicious  finiitof  the  orchard  ;  would  you  appUud 
II!  regularity  of  his  appetite?  I  do  not  wait  for  your  answer.  But  I  mora 
lan  suspect  tliis  is  a  true  picture  of  all  unregenerate  people.  How  do  thoy 
Voct  dress  and  external  ornament ;  but  arc  unwilling,  ratlior  than  dewrona^ 
to  "clothed  with  humility,"  1  Pet.  v.  5,  and  "to  put  on  Christ,"  Rom. 
.  14,  Amusement  will  engage,  play  animate,  and  diversion  fire  them; 
as  to  the  worship  of  tho  living  God,  O  "  what  a  weariness  is  it  1"  M»L  i. 
Tliis  is  attended,  if  attended  at  all,  with  languor  and  a  listless  iBseiwi- 
ility.  Frotliy  novels  and  flatulent  wit  regale  their  taste,  while  the  marrow 
id  fittness  of  the  divine  word  are  &s  "  their  sorrowful  meat,"  Job  Ti.  7* 
t'hat  is  all  this  bnt  to  loatlie  the  salutary,  and  long  for  the  baneful  ? 

Let  me,  from  the  same  comparison,  propose  one  question  more,  which  may  ■ 
L'  applicable  both  to  tho  wiU  and  to  the  understanding.     Should  you  hear  of  \ 
iiothcr  person,  the  state  of  whoso  stomach  was  so  di~iposed  that  it  turned  the   { 
iiist  nourishing  food   into  phlegm,  and  derived  niatter  of  disease  from  the 
cign  su]iports  of  health  ;  what  would  you  think  of  his  constitution !    I 
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Would  3^oa  bftre  a  pemm  ddight  himself  in  the  Lord,  take  pleasure  in 
BTotkni,  set  his  ailiBetions  on  things  abore  ?— All  this  is  both  his  duty  and 
is  happiness.  But,  alas  1  he  is  alienated  from  the  life  of  God ;  his  inclina- 
ons  grmiitate  qmte  the  contrary  way ;  his  will  is  in  the  condition  of  that 
istreflied  woman,  who.  was  *^  bowed  down  with  a  spirit  of  infirmity,  and 
raid  in  no  wise  lift  up  herself,"  Luke  zii.  11.  Ck)rruption,  like  a  strong 
ias,  influences,  or  rather  like  a  heavy  mountain  oppresses,  his  mind.  Neither 
in  he  shake  off  the  propensity,  or  struggle  away  from  the  load,  until  grace, 
tmighty  grace,  interposes  for  his  release.  '^  Where  the  Spirit  of  tlie  Lord  is, 
lere,"  and  there  alone,  '^  is  liberty,"  2  Cor.  iii.  17-  that  sacred  and  glorious 
berty,  which  is  not  the  common  priyilege  of  all  men,  but  the  high  prcro- 
■tiTe  of  the  children  of  €h)d. 

Would  yon  have  a  person  apply  to  the  great  Redeemer — apply  with  a  real 
rdonr  of  desire,  as  Bartim»us  of  old,  or  the  Syrophoenician  mother  ? — His 
-iU  is  like  the  withered  arm,  cannot  stretch  forth  itself  to  the  all-gracious 
aTiour;  cannot  hunger  and  thirst  after  his  everlasting  righteousness  and 
ifimte  merit,  till  the  Saviour  himself  speaks  power  into  the  enfeebled,  the 
erverted  faculty. — K  jrou  think  otherwise,  try  the  experiment.  Persuade 
len  to  this  necessary-  practice.  Urge  the  most  weighty  arguments ;  devise 
be  most  pathetic  expostulations ;  let  zeal  summon  all  her  force,  and  rhetoric 
mploy  all  her  art.  Without  being  a  prophet,  I  dare  venture  to  foretell  the 
■oe.  Disappointments,  repeated  disappointments,  will  convince  you  that 
foi  divine  Master  knew  what  he  said  when  he  solemnly  declared,  ^^  No  man 
an  come  to  me,  except  the  Father,  which  hath  sent  me,  draw  him,"  John  vi. 
[4,  Our  church,  in  conformity  to  this  and  other  scriptures,  has  taught  us  to 
>ray,  "  Turn  thou  us,  O  good  Lord,"  for  nothing  but  thy  omnipotent  agency 
li  capable  of  doing  it,  ^^  and  so  we  shall  be  turned." 

Tker.  Are  we  slaves  then  ?  Will  Christianity  send  us  to  seek  our  brethren 
Q  the  mines  or  in  the  galleys  ? 

Aip.  Christianity  does  not  send  but  find  us  there  :  There,  or  in  a  worse 
ilavery*. — It  is  doubtless  a  most  abject  state,  to  wear  the  yoke,  and  truckle 
in  chains.  Yet  such,  I  apprcheud,  is  the  state  of  our  minds  by  nature.  To 
prove  this,  we  need  not  go  down  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  life.  "  These,"  you 
might  say  with  the  prophet,  "  are  poor ;  these  arc  foolish ;  they  have  not 
known  the  way  of  the  Lord,  nor  the  judgment  of  their  God — I  will  get  me 
therefore  to  the  great  men,"  Jer.  v.  4,  5.  and  examine  their  disposition. 

Have  you  not  known  persons  of  the  greatest  intrepidity,  and  firmest 
resolution,  hurried  away  by  their  lusts,  as  ^'a  rolling  thing  before  the 
whirlwind  ?"  Isa.  xvii.  13.  Perhaps  they  were  bold  enough  to  face  danger, 
and  defy  the  sword  in  the  field  of  battle ;  yet  were  no  more  able  to  withstand 
the  wanton  allurements  of  beauty,  or  the  soft  solicitations  of  pleasure,  than 
the  moth  can  forbear  fluttering  about  the  flame,  even  though  it  singes  her 
viogs,  and    is   scorching    her  to  deatli.      Others,  possessed  of  a  refined 

*  St.  Fftol  says  of  Christians,  and  reckons  himself  in  the  namber,  that  naturally  they 
ttned  (not  Ismu^ttymf^  bat  ^M/XiMvrtf,  were  absolute  slaves  to)  *'  diverse  lusts  and  plea- 
nrtt,"  Tit  iii.  3.  lite  whole  verse  is  very  remarkable,  and  nothing  can  be  more  appo- 
flte  to  Aspasio*!  purpose.  It  shews  us,  what  they  were  by  nature,  who  through  grace 
becune  Kving  images  of  the  blessed  God. 

Hiit  nortifjring  doctrine  is  often  acknowledged  by  our  church  :  Thus  begins  one  of 
er  paUic  sappUoitioiit,  "  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the  unruly  wills  and 
frctioss  of  uaftil  man.**  It  seems,  we  cannot  determine  our  own  wills,  nor  regulate  our 
im  affections.    "Wliat  is  this  but  bondage  ? 
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inif^nEtion,  disdain  tHe  grofla  indolgenon  of  nnsiality;'  yvb-uo  akn 
to  ^oir  own  domineering  paBgioiu.  Tfae^  wo  blown  into  the  nKwt  iatan 
perate  tage,  and  pushed  on  to  the  most  exb^Tagut  actwni,  hy  vray  Utd 
ruffling  accident.  They  eco  the  meanneoi  which  such  an  nngovetuUe  qnri 
orgncs ;  they  feci  the  nibery  whi<^  ouob  intonial  tempMta  cmte ;  asj,  thir 
resolve  to  suppress  the  impetuosity  of  ihai  tenqwr :  yet  mn  bona  MMt^  br 
the  torrent,  and  upon  the  Tcry  first  proTOcatioa  an  m  farioudj  mnrtflJ  ■ 
ever.  Will  you  call  these  peraona  firee,  beOMiss  their  tuk-muten  and  th« 
tyrants  arc  lodged  within  ?  because  the  fetters  are  fiwged,  not  fiv  thfi  naUM 
bat  fill  the  immortal  ptart  of  their'  nature  ? 

TA^T.  Let  us  pass  to  the  afiectiona.  Thess  am  to  the  seal  what  wiags  ai 
to  the  caglo,  or  siuls  to  the  ship.  These  always  atand  ready  to  leoeive  tfa 
gates  of  interest,  and  to  spni%  at  the  mgnal  <f  reaaon. 

Anp.  Oh,  that  they  did  1 — but  if  the  wings  an  clogged  with  iniii^  if  th 
Bails  are  disproportioacd  to  the  ballast,  what  adTsnb^  will  aeerne,  either  ti 
the  animal  or  to  the  vessel?  The  one  will  proboUy  beoveraetiaiheTOji^ 
the  other  will  lie  grovelling  on  the  ground. 

"'  Tier.  Desire  seems  to  he  first,  whibh  "  opens  the  month,  or  moTta  fl( 
mng,  or  peeps,"  Isa.  z.  14.  Desire  is  active  as  a  flame,  and  orar  in  poiaail 
of  happiaees. 

Afp.  What  if  your  flame,  instead  of  shooting  npwarda,  should  point  ill 
invi  [tiii  s]iircs  tn  tlie  earth  ?  WuiiM  not  this  be  atrangf,  luid  n  sifjn  of  gwat 
disiinliT  ? — God  is  the  centre  of  perfection,  and  the  Bourto  of  felicity.  All 
that  is  amiable  in  itsflf.  ia  comprehended  in  God.     AH  thnt  is  heueficii 
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Redeemer,  wlio  noold'die  himself  rather  ihaa  we  should  become  a  prey 
lo  deaih  1  Tinder  we  are,  perfect  tinder,  to  the  quirks  of  irrational  and 
disaolnte  aflbction;  harder  than  adamant,  cdder  ^an  ice,  to  this  hear 
Tenly  flame. 

7^Ur.  If  onr  lore  is  Uind,  our  fear  has  not  lost  her  eyes.  Fear  is  quick  of 
qypnbension;  and  instead  of  being  stupidly  insensible,  is  ready  to  ^^  rise  up 
ai  the  Toioe  of  a  bird,"  Eccl.  xiL  4. 

Jtp,  The  pasnon  of  fear  is  sufficiently  actire,  but  deplorably  misapplied. 
We  fear  the  leproaoh  of  men :  but  axe  we  alarmed  at  the  view  of  tliat  oTer- 
hstuig  shame  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Judge,  shall  pour  upon  the 
vagodly  T  We  shudder  at  the  dmwn  dagger,  and  stand  appalled  at  the  head- 
long piedpioe :  but  how  often  have  we  defied  the  sword  of  almighty  ven- 
*  geanoe,  and  i^rted  upon  the  brink  of  irretrievable  perdition  ? 

GBn  is  the  most  pernicious  of  all  evils.    Sin  violates  the  divine  command, 
WtA  fwoTokea  the  ^vine  Mijesty.     Sin  ofiers  despite  to  the  blessed  Spirit, 
Md  tgmmpUa  upon  the  blood  of  Jesus.     For  sin  the  trr.Tisgressor  is  banished 
from  the  blissful  presence  of  Crod,  and  doomed  to  dwell  with  inextinguishable 
boningi.  Do  we  dread  this  grand  destroyer  of  our  happiness  V  dread  it  more 
thm  any  calamities,  more  than  all  plagues  ? — ^Take  one  of  ihose  fine  may- 
dikes,  which  glow  with  so  beautiful  a  scarlet  on  yonder  espalier  :  offer  it  to 
As  Uaeklnrd  that  serenades  us  from  the  neighbouring  elm.     The  creature, 
Aongh  fond  of  the  dainty,  will  fly  firom  your  hand,  as  hastily  as  from  a 
lefelled  fowling-piece.     He  suspects  a  design  upon  his  liberty;  and  therefore 
will  endure  any  extremity,  will  even  starve  to  death,  rather  than  taste  the 
Mst  tempting  delicacy  in  such  hazardous  circumstances.     Arc  we'equally 
inrfiil  of  an  infinitely  greater  danger  ?  Do  we  fly  with  with  equal  solicitude 
from  the  delusive  but  destructive  wiles  of  sin  ?    Alas  !  do  not  we  too  often 
ivillow  the  bait,  even  when  we  plainly  discover  tlie  fatal  hook  ?  Do  wc  not 
■atck  the  forbidden  fruit,  though  conscience  remonstrates,  though  God  pro- 
hints,  though  death  eternal  threatens  ? 

Tker,  Oonscience  then,  according  to  your  own  account,  has  escaped  the 
general  shipwreck.  Conscience  is  God's  vicegerent  in  the  soul,  and  executes 
kr  office  fiiiithfully.  Even  the  Gentiles  ^'show  the  work  of  tlie  law  written  in 
Aeir  hearts,  their  conscience  also  bearing  witness,  and  their  thoughts  the 
Bsmwhile  accusing  or  else  excusing  one  another,"  Rom.  ii.  15. 

JL^*  If  there  be  any  renuuns  of  the  <Uvine  image,  perhaps  they  are  to  bo 
farad  in  the  conscience.  But  even  this  is  not  exempt  from  the  common  ruin. 
•"Consider  its  light.  It  is  like  a  dim  taper,  feebly  glimmering,  and  serving 
9df  to  make  the  darkness  visible.  Or  if  it  discovers  any  thing,  it  is  an 
chBenie  something,  we  know  not  what,  which  instead  of  informing  tantalizes 
1^  tad  instead  of  guiding  bewilders  us,  as  false  and  delusory  lights  on  the 
Afln»  pnt  a  cheat  upon  the  mariner,  and  lead  him  on  to  ruin^. — Consider  its 
ipwiiiuuu.  It  b  either  dumb  or  dead,  or  both.  Dumb !  or  else  how  vehe- 
Mrtly  would  it  upbraid  us  for  our  shocking  ingratitude  to  the  supreme 
MnqioteBi  Benefactor  ?  how  loudly  would  it  inveigh  against  our  stupid  neg- 

*  This  ■eems  to  hare  been  the  case  with  the  bulk  of  the  Heathen  world.     Conscience 
{,  and  ftrandthem  gnilty.   This  pnt  them  npon  practising  their  abominable,  some- 
iahaauai  iddatnes.     Nay,  this  induced  them  to  give  the  most  scandalous  and 
Bpratentations  of  the  Deity.  That  they  might  iheath  the  sting  of  conscience, 
•ilvo  Dmr  their  own  ini^nitiee,  they  made  even  the  objects  of  their  worship 
At  iMtnaa  andt  the  pracedentt  of  theu-  faToorite  vicea. 


236  TIIERON  AKD 

ti-ct  of  spiritual  inti-rcsts,  and  eternal  ages  ?  Dead  ;  otherwise  liow  kccnlf 
>ul[l  it  smart  when  gashed  with  wounda,  numerous  aa  our  repeated  violai- 
tiona   of  the   divine   law,  deep  as  the  horrid  aggravations  of  tmr  varioui 

TAer.  Do  j'ou  call  this  an  answer  to  my  objcetion,  Aspasio  ?  If  it  be  an 
mawer,  it  resemhle-S,  in  point  of  satisfactory  evidence,  the  light  which  yoo 
scribe  unto  the  ciinBcience. 

As/i.  The  Gentiles,  you  allege,  show  the  work  hnt  not  the  love  of  the  law, 
vritten  on  their  hearts.  Some  leading  notices  of  right  and  wrong  they  tiare, 
luuG  speculative  strictures  of  good  and  evil ;  but  without  a  real  abhorrence 
•{  the  one,  or  a  cordial  delight  in  the  other :  which,  far  from  ennobling  thdr 
nature,  far  from  vindicating  their  practice,  argues  the  exceeding  depravity  of. 
the  former,  and  renders  the  latter  absolutely  without  excuse. 

No;  you  say,  conscience  excuses  the  heathens.  Rather;  their  congnenoe 
lears  wituet^s  to  the  equity  of  the  law,  while  their  tlioughtx  make  some  weak 
ipology  for  the  tenor  of  their  conduct.  This  is  far  from  acquitting,  far  from 
iistifying  them.  Besides,  those  weak  attempts  to  excuse  are  always  founded 
ranee.  Did  they  know  themselves,  their  duty,  or  their  God,  con- 
would,  without  the  least  hesitation,  bring  in  her  verdict  Guilty.  Titt 
postle  assnres  us  that  till  faith,  which  is  a  divine  prineiple,  takes  place  in  onr 
irconts,  "  both  the  mind  and  the  conscience  arc  defiled,"  Tit.  i-  15  :  berg  ', 
iiid  elsewhere  very  plainly  intimating,  that  the  conscience  is  evil,  and  ever 
vill  he  evil,  till  it  is  "  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Christ,"  lleh.  s.  22. 

,  I   acknowk'diy,  and  it  ought  to  accuse,  yea,  to  condemn 
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ion,  practi8C8  this  impietj,  whenever,  for  the  sake  of  a  vile  lust,  an  ignoble 
leasore,  or  an  unruly  passion,  he  transgresses  the  command  of  his  Creator. 
Shall  I  exemplify  the  doctrine  in  another  of  the  affections  ? 
Ther.  In  truth,  Aspasio,  I  begin  to   be  sick  of  the  subject.     If  human 
lature  is  so  ulcerated,  the  less  you  touch  it  the  better.     However,  let  us  not 
[uitc  omit  the  irascible  appetite. 

Arp.  Of  this  we  have  already  taken  a  side-view :  if  you  choose  to  see  it  in 
ull  proportion,  make  your  observation  on  Fcrvidus.  ■  Fervidus  comes  home 
n  a  rage.  His  cheeks  are  pale,  and  his  lips  quiver  with  excess  of  passion. 
Hiough  he  can  hardly  speak,  he  vows  revenge,  and  utters  imprecations.  What 
8  the  cause  of  all  this  wondrous  ferment  ?  A  neighbour,  it  seems,  has  drop- 
>ed  some  reflecting  hint,  or  a  servant  has  blundered  in  some  trifling  message. 
)uch  usage,  Fervidus  says,  is  intolerable,  and  such  negligence  unpardonable. 
Hiis  same  Fervidus  has  offered  numberless  afironts  to  his  Maker,  he  has 
nost  scandalously  neglected  the  will  of  his  almighty  Lord,  yet  feels  no  indig- 
nation against  himself.  He  is  all  fury  when  his  own  credit  is  touched,  but 
vhen  tlie  interest  of  Christ  is  wounded  he  can  sit  unconcerned,  or  pass  it  off 
with  a  laugh.  Anger,  I  acknowledge,  is  sometimes  becoming  and  useful. 
Bat  is  this  its  right  temperature  ?  tliis  its  proper  application  ? 

Ther.  This  is  tlie  practice  only  of  some  few  turbulent  spirits.  To  saddle 
their  qualities  upon  every  person,  is  a  procedure  just  as  equitable,  as  the  mad- 
man's *  calculation  was  reasonable,  who  took  an  account  of  every  ship  which 
entered  the  harbour,  and  set  it  down  for  his  own. 

Aip.  The  latter  part  of  my  charge,  I  fear,  is  applicable'to  more  than  a  few. 
However  let  us  consider  the  most  calm  and  si'date  minds.     How  arc  they 
affected  under  injuries  ?     Do  they  never  aggravate  failings  into  crimes  ?   Do 
they  find  it  easy  to  abstain  from  every  emotion  of  ill-will  ?  easy  to  love  their 
enemies,  and  do  good  to  those  who  hate  them  ?     These  god-like  tempers, 
if  our  nature  was  not  degenerated,  would  be  the  spontaneous  produce  of  the 
ioqI.     But  now,  alas  !  they  are  not  raised  without  much  difficulty ;  seldom 
come  to  any  considerable  degree  of  eminence ;  never  arrive  at  a  state  of  true 
perfection.  An  undoubted  proof  that  they  are  exotics,  not  natives  of  the  soil. 
Now  we  are  speaking  of  plants,  cast  your  eye  upon  the  kitchen  garden. 
Many  of  those  herbs  will  perfume  the  hard  hand  which  crushes  them,  and 
embalm   the    rude  foot   which    tramples  on  them.     Such  was  the  benign 
conduct  of  our  Lord  :  he  always  overcame  evil  with  good.     When  his  disci- 
ples disregarded  him  in  his  bitter  agony,  he  made  the  kindest  excuse  Tor  their 
mgrateful  stupidity,  Matt.  xxvi.  41.     When  his  enemies/ with  unparalleled 
barbarity,  spilt  his  very  blood,  he  pleaded  their  ignorance  as  an  extenuation  of 
their  guilt,  Luke,  xxiii.  34.     Is  the  same  spirit  in  us  which  was  also  in  our 
divine  Master  ?     Then  are  our  passions  rightly  poised,  and  duly  tempered. 
But  if  resentment  kindles,  and   animosity  rankles  in  our  hearts ;    this  is 
in  in&Uible  sign  that  we  swerve  from  our  Saviour's  pattern,  consequently, 
lie  fallen  from  our  primitive  rectitude. 

Tker.  What  say  you  of  the  fancy  ?  Tliis,  sure,  if  no  other,  retains  the 
primitiye  rectitude.  What  pictures  does  she  form,  and  what  excursions  does 
ihe  make  ?  She  can  dive  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  can  soar  to  the  height 
4  tlie  stars,  and  walk  upon  the  boundaries  of  creation. 

Mb  ;  is  engraven  bj  corrupt  nature,  on  everj  human  heart.   See  Rom.  i.  30 ;  Ezod.  xx.  5  ; 
olm  zv.  36;  Rob.  viii.  7, 
*  JhnfjlnSy  an  Athenian. 
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Aip.  That  tbe  fanc^  is  lively  and  excnrnTe,  I  kmB^  gnat.  K  wb  o 
travel  the  poet,  or  out-fly  the  eog^. .  But  if  it  tERTd  only  to  pick  up  Aai 
or  fly  abroad  to  bring  homo  miachief ;  diea  I  appidMod,  thovf^  joa  ■b« 
admire  the  faculty,  you  will  hardly  be  in  nptnma  with  iti  *gm<7.  llui 
tbe  real  truth.  Our  fancy,  til)  divine  grace  regnUe  and  oxalt  ita  opontio 
is  generally  cmploye<l  in  picking  painted  BheUa,  or  DnUing  TeoooKnu  ksil 
"weaving  (as  tbe  prophet  very  elegantly,  and  no  lew  ezaotly,  deaerib«s  y 
ease)  the  spider's  web,  or  hatching  oookatrice  egga,'  In.  liz.  S ;  bnwd 
the  moot  alwird  tmpertlnencies,  or  acting  in  apecnlatiop  the  vileat  iniqniti 
That  which  ehould  be  "  a  garden  enclosed,  a  foontMn  sealed,'  Cant.  it.  '. 
for  the  Prince  of  Peace,  is  the  thorongh&re  of  vmni^.  And  even  iriieD 
are  renewed  from  above,  O!  how  Beceasary  is  it  to  keep  an  imiiiaiiiil  mi 
and  exercise  a  strict  discipline,  over  Uiia  volatile,  variabk^  treachen 
vagrant  I 

The  memory,  as  well  as  tbe  fancy,  is  impured,  or  if  not  imputed, 
debauched.  Why  else  does  it  bo  finnly  retain  tbe  impreanong  of  an  ii^a 
but  so  easily  let  slip  the  temembrance  of  a  ben^t  f  Any  idle  fiappv 
which  sooth  our  vanity,  and  increase  our  cmmption,  cleave  to  the  tliongli 
OS  the  vexatious  burr  to  our  clothes;  while  the  noble  truths  of  tiie  gcmf 
and  tlie  ric;h  mercies  of  a  gracious  God,  slide  away  &om  the  mind,  and  ka 
no  lasting  trace  behind  them.  This  double  perveneneaa  is  very  empha 
cally,  and  too  truly  represented  by  Jeremiah :  "  can  a  nuud  fb^fet  ber  on 
ments,  or  a  bride  her  attin?  Yet  my  people  have  forgotten  ma,  di 
yitlifnit  number  "  "       ■■ 
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it  I  lecall  the  expresBion :  tho  cause  is  cYidcnt — ^thoy  have  lost  the  imago  of 
e  GKmL  of  tnitli,  and  aie  become  like  that  apostate  spirit,  ^^  who  is  a  liar  and 
e  fiitlier  of  it,"  John  viii.  44. 

What  think  yon  of  malice,  of  hate,  and  revenge  ?  Are  they  not  each  a 
ecies  of  murder,  and  the  seed  of  the  old  serpent  ?  Unless,  therefore,  wo 
e  entirely  free  from  all  Uiese  hellish  emotions,  we  must,  we  must  acknow* 
Ige,  ^*  that  the  prince  of  this  world,"  John  ziv.  30,  has  his  party  within  us. 
ay  the  almighty  hand  of  our  God  extirpate  and  subdue  it  day  by  day ! 
You  tell  me  I  am  no  flatterer.  Should  a  person  who  professes  himself  the 
lend  of  his  fellow  creatures,  soothe  them  into  a  false  peace  ?  should  ^he 
Jster  them  up  in  a  groundless  conceit  of  their  excellency,  when  they  really 
e  no  better  than  ^^  an  imclean  thing  ?"  shall  the  surgeon  assure  his  patient, 
all  b  well,"  even  when  the  mortification  has  taken  place,  and  the  gangrene 
spreading  ?  This  were  to  refine  the  first  out  of  all  beneyolence,  and  to 
itter  the  last  into  his  grave. 

A  disputant  of  less  complaisance  than  my  Theron  would  probably  ask, 
itk  a  contemptuous  sneer,  ^^  Have  yon  then  been  drawing  your  own  picture  ?" 
-To  whom  I  would  reply  with  confusion  and  sorrow,  "  I  have ;"  alleging 
ut  only  to  moderate  my  confusion,  that  I  am  daily  seeking,  by  prayer  and 
ntchfiilness,  more  and  more  '^  to  put  off  this  old  man,  which  is  comipt 
cooiding  to  tlie  deceitful  lusts,"  Eph.  iv.  22.  And  to  alleviate  my  sorrow, 
am  endeavouring  continually  to  reniemlHT,  that  however  unworthy  I  am, 
lowever  vile  I  may  have  been,  my  adored  Redeemer  s  righteousness  is  per- 
wt ;  and  in  this  righteousness  every  believer  is  to  make  his  boast. 

Ther.  So  then  man  is  blind  in  his  understanding  ;  perverse  in  his  will ; 
lisorderly  in  his  affections ;  influenced  by  dispositions,  wliiclr  are  partly 
MTital  and  partly  diabolical. — I  have  often  heard  you  extol,  in  terms  of  high 
idmiration,  tho  virtue  of  humility:  you  have  lavished  all  the  riches  of 
iloquence  when  haranguing  on  poverty  of  spirit.  If  such  be  the  condition 
)f  mankind,  they  have  infinite  cause  to  be  poor  in  spirit.  Tliey  must  there- 
m  bavc  one  excellency  left,  and,  according  to  your  own  account,  a  very 
listinguishing  one. 

Afp,  Scarce  any  thing  displays  in  a  more  glaring  light  the  extreme 
fcpravity  of  man  than  his  strong  propensity  to  pride,  notwithstanding  so 
much  vileness  and  so  many  deformities. — Should  the  noisome  leper  admire 
the  beauty  of  his  complexion,  or  the  impotent  paralytic  glory  in  the  strength 
of  his  sinews,  would  they  not  be  mistaken,  even  to  a  degree  of  sottislmtSH 
ind  frenzy  ?  Yet  for  man,  fallen  man,  who  has  lost  his  original  rigliti ous- 
attB,  which  was  the  true  ornament  of  his  nature,  who  is  become  subject  to 
bwe  and  sordid  lusts,  or  as  the  apostle  speaks  "  is  earthly  and  sensual," — for 
liiin  to  be  proud,  is  still  more  absurdly  wicked.  And  since  this  is  the  case, 
leannot  acquit  him  from  the  last  and  heaviest  article  of  the  sacred  writer's 
charge ;  I  have  a  fresh  and  more  convincing  proof  that  we  do  him  no  wrong, 
when  we  call  his  nature,  his  disposition,  his  wisdom — "  devilish,"  Jam. 
m.  Jo. 

TAer.  Why  do  you  reckon  pride  an  universally  prevailing  corruption  ?     I 
ee  DO  ground  for  such  a  dishonourable  suspicion.     I  hope  I  myself  am  an 
istance  to  tho  contrary.     To  unguarded  sallies  of  passion,  to  several  other 
alts,  I  confess  myself  subject ;  but  cannot  tliink  that  I  am  proud. 
Afp.  Ah,  Theron,  if  you  was  not  proud,  you  would  not  be  passionate. 
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nri'iisunnlilu  anger  always  proceeds  from  an  overweening  opinion  of  onr 
«Ti  worth.  One  who,  besides  hia  acquired  knowledge  of  human  nntuK.*,  haA 
le  siiiKToatural  gift  of  discermng  spirits,  is  observed  to  join  "  humility  % 
id  "  meekness,"  Eph.  iv.  2  ;  intimating,  tliat  they  arc  amiable  twine,  and 
here  one  exists  the  other  cannot  he  absent.  Always  consistent  with  h'anf^ 
elf,  he  links  together  the  opposite  vices,  ''heady  and  high-minded,"  2  Tini> 
ii.  4 ;  not  obscurely  hinting,  that  those  who  are  easily  provoked  are  cci*- 
ainly  proud.  Shall  I  add,  without  offence,  if  we  fancy  our  minds  to  bs 
lear  from  the  weeds  of  vanity,  and  oar  thoughts  free  from  the  workings  of 
i^If'-admiration,  it  is  a  most  pregnant  symptom,  that  wo  arc  overrun  with  the 
jrmer,  abandoned  to  the  latter,  and  blinded  by  both. 

Pride  was  the  first  sin  that  found  entrance  into  oar  nature,  and  it  is  per* 
aps  the  last  that  will  be  expelled.  What  are  all  our  afBietions,  but  S 
emedy  provided  fur  this  inveterate  disease ;  intended  to  "  hide  pride  from 
lan  1 "  Job  Kxxiii.  17-  Wliat  is  the  institution  of  the  gospel,  but  a  battery 
reeled  against  this  stronghold  of  Satan  ;  ordained  to  "  cast  down  every  high 
nagination  ?  "  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5.  Though  that  remedy  is  often  applied,  tlionglr 
lis  battery  is  continually  playing,  yet  the  peccant  humour  is  not  ontirelj* 
urged  off,  nor  the  elatement  of  spirit  totally  subdued,  till  mortality  is  swol- 
iwed  up  of  life. 
Pride  is  the  sin  which  most  easily  besets  us.  "  Wlio  can  say,  I  have 
lado  my  heart  clean,"  Prov.  xx.  Q,  from  this  iniquity '(  It  defiles  OUP 
utics,  and  intermingles  itself  with  our  very  virtues.     It  starts  up,  I  know 
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la  oAw  faHftoioeii  the  "*  captive  exile  hasteth  to>  be  looted,"  Isa.  li.  14. 
Bat  ken  we  pnfar  bondage  to  fireedom,  and  are  loath  to  leave  our  prison.  Of 
tfan^  onr  baekwaidnen  to  self-ezamiitation  is  both  a  conaequenoe  and  a  proof. 
SaUrexamiiuiiion,  under  the  agency  of  the  l^irit,  would  open  a  window  in 
OTor  daBgeon ;  woold  shew  us  our  wretched  condition,  and  teach  us  to  sigh 
Iv  delivetaiioe.  Why  have  we  such  a  dislike  to  reproof  ?  Because  we  hug 
Mr  duHDB,  and  chooee  darkness  rather  than  light.  Reproof  is  more  grating 
Uma  iSbm  hanhest  discord,  though  it  tends  to  dissolve  the  enchantment,  and 
femie  us  firom  the  tyranny  of  sin  ;  while  flattery,  which  abets  the  delusion, 
wad  ffeEengtiieiiB  the  spell,  is  music  to  our  ears.  Is  hot  our  reason,  which 
ihoiild  arraign  and  condemn  every  irregularity,  forward  to  invent  excuses, 
aid  to  wpaxB  the  finvourite  folly  ?  Reason,  which  should  unsheath  the  dagger, 
■qwrinduoee  the  mask;  and  instead  of  striking  at  the  heart  of  our  vices, 
stseens  them  under  the  cover  of  some  plausible  names.  A  wicked  habit  is 
caDed  a  human  infirmity,  ensnaring  diversions  pass  for  innocent  amusements, 
a  laffengelul  disposition  is  termed  spirit,  gallantry,  and  honour.  Tlius  our 
IMMB  (jdy  when  so  egregiously  perverted,  it  deserves  the  name)  is  ingenious 
i»  ohBtiTiet  our  recovery,  and  rivets  on  the  shackles  which  our  passions  have 


This  the  eternal  Wisdom  foresaw,  and  therefore  uttered  the  tcndrr  expos- 
talation,  ^How  long,  ye  simple  ones,  will  ye  love  simplicity,  and  scomcrs 
ddigbt  in  their  scorning,  and  fools  hate  knowledge  ?" — even  the  inestimably 
pffoctous  knowledge  of  an  all-atoning  and  completely  justifying  Saviour;  who 
pwdiea,  who  has  purchased  and  who  works  deliverance — preaches  in  his 
word^  has  purchased  by  his  blood,  and  works  by  his  Spirit,  deliverance  for 
tlie  captives,  the  wretched  captives  of  ignorance,  sin,  and  death.  This  I  take 
to  be  the  most  flagrant  and  deplorable  effect  of  human  depravity—  our  avcr- 
•ion  to  the  doctrine,  the  privileges,  the  grace  of  the  gospel.  Beware,  dear 
TheroD,  lest  you  prove  my  point  by — shall  I  speak  it  ?  would  you  suspect 
it  f^  your  own  practice.  Zealous  as  I  am  for  my  tenets,  I  should  be  sorry, 
extremely  sorry,  to  have  such  a  demonstration  of  their  truth. 

Tker,  You  are  highly  obliging,  Aspasio,  to  single  me  out  for  your  evidence. 

Yet  why  should  the  honour  be  appropriated  to  myself?     It  belongs,  upon 

a    the  foot  of  the  preceding  calculation,  not  to  your  friend  only,  but  to  the 

I    whole  species.    If  you  was  aiming  at  none  but  tlie  licentious  and  abandoned, 

V    yoa  would  have  none  to  oppose  you  but  persons  of  that  character.     Your 

I    iRows  of  satire  would  then  be  rightly  levelled,  and  might  be  serviceable  to 

I    muikind;  whereas,  to  put  all  in  the  black  list,  to  mark  all  with  the  villain's 

I    bnnd — thb  can  never  be  Christian  charity,  this  is  insufferable  censoriousness. 

'       Atp.  Let  me  beseech  you,  Theron,  not  to  misapprehend  my  design.     I 

Iipetk  not  as  a  malevolent  satirist,  but  would  imitate  the  faithflil  physician. 
I  tin  opening  the  sore,  that  it  may  admit  the  healing  balm  :  and  should  I 
peifbrm  the  operation  with  an  envenomed  instrument  ?  My  soul  abhors  the 
tknght.  I  must  entreat  you  likewise  to  remember  the  distinction  between 
^1  litiie  of  nature  and  a  state  of  grace.  We  are  all  naturally  evil.  Such  we 
dkmld  for  ever  continue,  did  not  a  supernatural  power  intervene ;  making 

*  Fnrlwni  this  is  what  oar  Lord  meaiiB,  when,  developing  the  haroan,  heart,  and  disco- 
fcrfi^  its  lateiit  enormitiei,  he  closei  the  dark  accoant  with  aip^vni  fwUishnett ;  implying 
ftst  itapiditj  vhieib  has  no  lenie  of  its  misery,  that  perverseness  which  has  no  inclination 
Ar  a  geoafery  i  both  vfaidi  roader  sU  the  other  evils  far  more  inve^rate.  Mark  vu. 
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some  to  iliffiT,  both  from  their  original  selvea,  and  from  the  generality  o 
neigbbours.  Are  tbcy  refined  in  their  temper,  and  refunned  in  tlieir  lif 
grant  it.  But  then  it  ie  the  influence  of  the  sanctifying  Spirit  whidi  ] 
away  their  dross,  yet  not  without  leaving  some  alloy. 

TKer.  Here,  Aspasio,  you  certwnly  strain  the  bow  till  H  breaki; 
Scripture  itself  celebrates  some  persons  as  absolutely  perfect.  Wlu 
Moees,  the  inspired  historian  ?  "  Noah  was  perfect  in  his  generKtion,' 
Ti.  9.  What  says  tlie  God  of  Moees,  who  can  neither  deceire  i 
deceived?  "Job  was  a  perfect  man  and  an  upright,"  Job  i.  1.  Conaeqi 
their  nature  must  be  entirely  cleansed  from  this  hereditary  defilement 
their  character  confutes  your  derogatory  repreeentations  of  mankind. 

Atp.  Those  eminent  saints  were  perfect ;  that  is,  they  wue  boui 
throughout,  sanctified  in  all  thnr  faculties;  no  one  grace  of  religion  itba 
ing.  As  in  the  new-born  infant  there  is  a  human  creature  complete  ;  n 
stituent  part  of  the  vital  frame  is  wanting  ;  though  each  is  t«ndor,  a 
very  feeble,  and  none  arrived  at  the  full  size. 

They  were  upright  This  word  seems  to  be  explanatory  of  the  prece 
and  signifies  an  unfeigned  denre,  joined  vrith  a  hearty  endeavour,  to  obi 
whole  will  of  God  ;  excluding,  not  all  defect,  but  all  reigning  hypocris 
wilful  remissness.  The  intei^retatjon,  thus  limited,  is  of  a  piece  witii 
conduct.  If  stretched  to  a  higher  pitch,  it  is  evidently  tnoonnatent  wii 
narrative  of  their  lives. 

Pmy,  what  was  your  motive  for  decorating  the  sUvan  reluement  ( 
eheltered  us  yesterday)  with  the  statue  of  E^jah  \ 

Ther.  Because  I  bought  his  solitary  life  and  gloomy  temp«r  saited 
sequestered  bowery  because  the  memorable  adventure  there  i 
with  me  a  favourite  portion  of  sacred  history. 

Arc  wc  plcancd  witii  spirited  nnd  deliratf  roillcry  I     Nothing  < 
pungent  sarcasm  on  tlie  stupid  and  despicable  dupes  of  idolatry. 
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A^  I  commend  jonr  taste,  Theron  ;  and  am  particularly  pleased  with 
the  veMonB  of  yonr  choice.  But  do  not  you  remember,  that  even  the  wonder- 
working  Tuhhite  fiiiled  in  hia  resignation,  and  failed  in  his  faith  ?  Eminent 
as  he  was  for  mortification,  he  gave  way  to  unreasonable  discontent ;  and, 
thongh  a  diampion  for  the  living  €h>d,  he  yielded  to  unbelieying  fear*. 
^The  man  Moses  was  very  meek,  above  all  the  men  which  were  upon  the 
free  of  the  eartii,''  Numb.  xii.  3 ;  yet  he,  even  he  was  provoked  in  his  spirit, 
and  epake  unadvisedly  with  his  lips,  Psal.  cvi.  33.  Was  not  Peter  the  hero 
among  onr  Lord's  followers  ?  Yet  he  trembles,  more  than  trembles,  at  the 
shaking  of  a  leaf;  he  denies  his  divine  Master,  scared  by  the  voice  of  a 
woman* 

Look  wherever  we  will,  we  find  proofe  of  human  depravity;  reigning 
meontrolled  in  some,  making  frequent  insurrection  in  all.  It  is  written  on 
ear  own  hearts  by  the  pen  of  experience ;  the  finger  of  observation  points  it 
oai  in  the  practice  of  others — even  in  the  practice  of  those  who  have  been 
ssinti  of  tiie  first  rank,  and  of  the  highest  endowments.  Yet  they  were 
Meetive ; — defective,  too,  in  that  very  quality  which  was  their  distinguishing 
^ft,  in  which  they  particularly  excelled. 

ner.  While  we  are  talking,  the  day  has  insensibly  stole  itself  away,  and 
kll  ne  sarrounded  with  twilight ;  whidi  is  a  sort  of  lustre  intermingled  with 
dMkngas — no  part  wholly  lucid,  no  part  wholly  obscure.  An  emblem, 
aecoiding  to  your  representation,  of  the  renewed  soul,  and  its  imperfect  holi*- 


A^.  A  very  just  one.  Even  where  the  gospel  shines,  still  there  is  an  in- 
cairent  gloom  of  corruption.  Ignorance  mixes  itself  with  our  knowledge, 
ubdief  cleaves  to  our  faith ;  nor  is  our  purity  free  from  all  contamination. 
The  prophet  Zechariah,  foretelling  the  establishment  of  the  gospel  kingdom, 
i&d  describing  the  state  of  its  spiritual  subjects,  says,  ^^  It  shall  come  to  pass 
is  that  day,  that  the  light  sliall  not  be  clear  nor  darkt."  This,  as  to  its 
literal  sense,  we  now  see  exemplified  in  the  circumambient  atmosphere. 
With  regard  to  its  spiritual  meaning,  every  true  believer  feek  it  accomplished 
in  his  own  breast. 

Ther,  While  you  are  so  vehement  in  decrying  all  human  attainments,  con- 
•der,  Aspasio,  whether  you  do  not  check  and  dispirit  us  in  the  pursuit  of 
Halted  virtne. 

JUp,  I  suppose  you  never  expected*  to  be  such  an  adept  in  geometry  as 
nor  so  profound  an  astronomer  as  Newton;  yet  this  did  not 
yonr  applicatitm  to  the  study  of  mathematics,  or  the  contemplation  of 
the  heavens.  Your  brother,  the  merchant,  I  presume,  has  no  prospect  of 
tmssnng  the  wealth  of  a  Croesus,  or  the  immense  treasures  of  a  Kouli-Khan; 
jet  this  does  not  dispirit  him  in  prosecuting  the  business,  which  brings  him 
Ml  opnknce  and  honour. 

*  Elist,  or  nther  Elijah,  "  was  a  man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are/'  James  v.  17. 

tevllkh  jpassage  an  eminent  commentator  makes  the  following  remark :  "  This  pro- 
is  said  with  respect  to  his  fear  and  discontent,  manifested  1  Kings  six.  3,  4.** 
i^mww0m  nasi,  I  think,  imply  a  state  liable  to  the  irregular  workings  of  passion  ;  not  free 
lima  the  sinfiil  infirmitiea  of  nature.  Otherwise,  it  is  an  instance  foreign  to  the  purpose, 
doM  by  BO  BMans  aaswsr  the  end  designed ;  which  is  to  encourage  the  heart,  and  strengthea 
the  fdtii,  even  of  frail,  corrupt,  offending  creatures.     See  verse- 16.  . 

t  Zeeh.  xtL  6;  1  Cor.  xiii.  9.  "For  we  know  in  part.**  Perhaps  this  declaration  of  the  1 
spes^  mmt  be  a  luff  to  the  prophet*!  meaning.  HowcYcr,  it  is  a  sufficient  confirmation  \ 
of  JspiniA  ssntimcnt. 

R  2 


2H  TUmiOH    AKU  jtSPASKI. 

However,  Tlicron,  so  luni;  as  yon  deny  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteow 
neaa,  I  must  acknuwlt'd^  you  act  a  coDBistent  part  in  being  emIods  for  tlu 
perfection  of  jK-rsima!  olifiiirncc.  You  onglit  cither  to  Acquire  the  one,  or  U 
accept  the  other :  tlicrefire  I  shall  produce  no  more  argmncuts  for  your  dit> 
coumgement,  hut  tthall  i-oniprise  the  wliolc  of  my  answer  in  the  motto  to  u 
Irish  nobleman's  arms— 'I'tiy.  Or,  if  this  be  too  concise,  I  will  subjoin,  witli 
a  verj-  little  alteration,  the  words  of  a  king ;  "  When  you  have  attained  what 
vou  puruiie,  bring  nut  word  again,  that  1  may  go  and  possess  it  also,"  Matth. 
li.  H. 

TV'cr.  According  to  your  account,  the  most  advanced  and  establidird 
ChriHtians  are  hut  like  a  company  of  invalids.  Does  not  this  extrcmelj 
derogate  from  the  honc)ur  of  our  fiOrd,  conaidentd  ns  the  Pliysieian  of  soubt 
It  seems  to  make  a  mere  nothing  of  sancti£catio»,  and  would  swallow  op 
Christ  the  King  in  t'hrist  the  Priest. 

Ay).  Invalids  they  are  "  ;  and  snch  will  continue  till  they  nro  dismiHod 
from  this  great  infiriiiary,  and  admitted  into  that  holy,  happy,  blessL-d  worid, 
where  "  the  inhaliitauts  shall  no  more  say,  I  an),  cither  in  soul  or  in  body, 
Bict,"  Isa.  xxsiii.  24. 

If  the  enre  was  never  to  be  completed,  tins  doubtless  would  be  dishonour- 
able to  our  almi;;hty  I'hysieian,  Rut  the  sjurituat  recovery,  begun  on  earth, 
and  advancing  through  time,  will  be  perfected  in  heaven,  and  prolonged  to 
eternity.  Does  this  make  a  mere  nothilig  of  sanetifi cation  ?  No  ;  but  i| 
makes  rocmi  fiir  a  eimtimial  i)rogn'ss,  and  affords  caiwe  for  continual  Immilift- 
tiotl.      It   i-ih^TVes  ;i   most  exalted   prcm^fitive   for   the   heavenly   ftaie  anii 
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in  otfiying  on  ihe  work  of  grace  amidst  so  much  infirmity,  and  so  many 
tORiqitioaa ;  and  in  crowning,  with  consummate  happiness,  such  frail  unde- 
iwing  creatnres :  of  hb  power,  in  extracting  a  variety  of  benefits  even 
ftwn  ■ 

*■  •  7*Am*.  Benefits,  Aspasio !  Can  anything  beneficial  proceed  from  an  evil, 
windi,  aooording  to  your  own  representation,  is  so  incorrigibly  malignant  ? 
:  Atp,  It  wiU  tend  to  make  us  lowly  in  our  own  eyes,  when  we  remember 
lluit  by  nature  we  are  altogether  become  abominable ;  that  the  remains  of 
Mtoal  depravity  still  adhere  to  our  minds.  How  must  such  a  view  of 
•nelves  cover  us  with  shame,  and  lay  us  low  in  abasement  1  '^  Less  than 
Ik  least  of  all  thy  mercies,"  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  will  be  ihe  language  of  such  a 
iMTt  Yery  sonL 

'  It  wiU  dispose  us  to  compassionate  others.  How  can  we  take  a  brother 
^  hf  the  throat,  and  require  faultless  perfection  in  his  behaviour,  when  we 
Mnlves  in  many  things  ofiend,  in  aJl  things  &11  short  ?  Every  such  con- 
tention rebukes  what  I  may  call  spiritual  unmercifhlness :  it  pleads  for 
tadsmen  and  forbearance  to  our  fellow-creatures ;  it  is  a  monitor  within, 
nd  whispers  that  affecting  remonstrance,  ^'  Oughtest  not  thou  to  have  com- 
fMson  upon  thy  fellow-servant,  since  thy  almighty  Lord  hath  "  such  renewed, 
■iBhmwearied  ''pity  on  thee?"  Matth.  xviii.  33. 

It  will  teach  us  to  admire  the  riches  of  grace.  Shall  fallen  creatures,  that 
tn  taken  from  the  very  dunghills  of  sin,  and  rescued  from  a  hell  of  inward 
kiqnity — shall  they,  notwithstanding  their  deplorable  depravity,  and  innu- 
JHiable  deficiencies — shall  they  be  admitted  into  the  bosom  of  eternal  love  ? 
tiiey  be  exalted  to  the  thrones  of  glory,  and  numbered  with  the  princes 
of  heaven?     This  is  grace,  transcendently  rich,  and  divinely  free  indeed ! 

Will  it  not  reconcile  us  to  the  approach  of  death  ?  This,  methinks,  like 
wormwood  on  the  nipple,  or  gall  in  the  cup,  must  tend  to  wean  us  from  the 
world.  How  can  we  be  enamoured  with  such  a  land  of  darkness,  and  such 
a  vale  of  tears  ?  Or  why  should  we  covet,  when  Providence  gives  the  signal 
hr  our  departure,  to  prolong  our  abode  in  these  territories  of  disorder? 
finrdy  this  must  incline  us  to  leave  them,  every  day,  more  and  more  in  our 
affections ;  and  at  last  to  leave  them,  without  any  reluctance,  by  final  disso- 
klion :  leave  them  for  that  better  country,  where  our  personal  righteousness 
viD  no  longer  be  defective,  like  the  waning  moon,  but  shine  forth  with  con- 
iwmnate  lustre,  like  the  meridian  sun,  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father. 

It  will  endear  the  blessed  Jesus  in  every  capacity ;  as  the  stings  of  the 
fisiy  flying  serpents,  and  the  dearth  of  the  waste  howling  wilderness,  endeared 
to  the  Israelites  both  their  miraculous  antidote,  and  their  bread  from  heaven. 
Ibey  who  believe  this  truth,  must  see  their  inexpressible  and  incessant  need 
if  Chiist's  Spirit.  The  protestation  of  Moses,  on  a  particular  occasion,  will 
be  the  daily,  the  hourly  breathing  of  their  souls  :  ''  Carry  us  not  up  hence, 
makm  thy  presence,  thy  Spirit  go  with  us,"  Exod.  xxxiii.  15.  For  without 
Im  aid  we  can  discharge  no  duty  aright,  nor  successfully  resist  any  temptation^ 
Asy  will  be  exceedingly  cautious  not  to  ''grieve"  (Eph.  iv.  30)  that  saci 
gOMi,  leal  he  depart  from  them,  and  abandon  them  to  the  power  of  thi 
ImAiag  corruptions ;  knowing  that  if  he  abandon  them,  when  such  foes 
witbiii,  and  so  many  snares  without,  their  case  will  be  worse  than  Sami 
his  locks  were  shaven,  and  the  Philistines  all  around  him. 

How  lugUy  will  such  persons  value  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  and 
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iiiterceMJoii  of  their  great  tl igh -priest !  Tley  will  no  more  prenime  to  estar 
iiitu  the  pTPseiicK  uf  tlit.'  iiioxt  high  God,  without  a  fiduciftl  reliance  npoii  tW 
ati'iiing  anil  iiiti'ri'cliiig  Saviour,  than  tlie  sons  of  Jacob  would  have  ventont 
tu  a]>]>t'nr  bvfim'  the  viriTiiy  of  Kgvpt,  without  the  oompanv  of  their  yota^W 
bnithi-r.  Gi  n.  xliii.  .'>.  In  all,  in  all  their  intcrcoutse  with  Heaven,  the  gnrt 
Propitiation  will  hv  thiir  plea,  and  the  prcat  Advocate  their  confidence.  Tlrf 
ini|HitiDt  man  wniti'd  at  the  {kioI  of  Bethemla,  and  the  Syrian  general  dipped 
fcvcn  tinic:*  in  JunLin.  Tln-ee  pi^nmns  will  not  only  wait,  but  live  by  tht 
"fumitain  opeiic'il  fcir  sin  and  niielennncMS,"  Z(-ch.  xiii.  I.  They  will  with' 
in  tht^  sncrcil  Minctifying  litreaiii,  not  seven  times  only,  but  seventy  thoa 

And  whfu  >iieh  seiitiiiicntH  ]>nKJCBS  the  mind,  how  dear,  O  how-  dear  ml 
dvMrable  will  onr  l-nrd's  [>bi-dioncc  be! — I  called,  Mome  time  ago,  our  om 
works  wonn-eati'ii  tUiup' :  and  inust  not  these  eomiptions,  if  they  reuiun 
ever  M>  little  in  the  heart,  tarnish  Oiir  graces,  and  debaw:  our  duties  t  Hunt 
they  not  be  ilr]>reeiatory  to  all  our  accomplishments,  and  too  much  like  coc> 
roding  vermin  in  the  siihstancc  of  onr  timber,  or  at  the  core  of  our  fruitit  ?— 
Should  we  not  then  nimnnce,  utterly  renounce,  these  taniished  worm-eaten 
things;  and  rely,  wh'illy  rely,  for  everlasting  acceptance,  on  our  divini 
lligh-priesit,  who,  in  his  mediatorial  works,  as  well  aa  in  his  wondeiftd 
]ienHin,  is  altogether  light  and  ])erfection  *  t  And  neither  in  him  nor  in  tbeni 
is  tluTe  any  deficiency,  or  any  darkness  at  all. 

Excuse  me,  Tlicnm  ;  I  fear  I  have  been  preaching.  The  importance  of 
the  text  must  fonn  my  njxilogy.     It  is  an  introduction,  not  to  the  tccoidi  of 
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jjulhwyi  MiofldL  king  of  Imel  to  meet  him  in  a  pttdied  battle,  ftndreoeiYee 
imiical  i^ogne  by  way  of  xeply ;  wldch,  for  gallantly  of  spirit  and 
of  wit,  for  p(Hgnancy  of  satire  and  propriety  of  appUoation,  has  sel- 
1  been  equalled,  peifaaps  never  exceeded:  ^^  The  thistlo  that  was  in  Lebanon, 
to  the  cedar  that  was  in  Lebanon,  saying.  Give  thy  daughter  to  my  son 
and  there  passed  by  a  wild  beast  that  was  in  Lebanon,  and  trod 
the  thistle,"  2  Klings  ziy.  9.     What  are  we,  when  we  offer  to  establish 
own  righteousness,  or  presume  to  justify  ouraelves  before  the  most  high 
bnt  despicable  thistles,  that  fancy  themselves  stately  cedars !    And  is 
every  temptation,  is  not  each  corruption,  a  wild  beast  of  the  desert,  which 
trample  on  the  impotent  boaster,  and  tread  his  haughty  pretensions  in 
dust? 
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AsrASio  was  employed  in  preparing  for  hb  journey.    Theron,  free  from 
and  disengaged  from  company,  had  the  greatest  part  of  the  day  to 
which  he  spent  in  reviewing  the  substance  of  their  late  conferences, 
intermingling  aspirations  to  God  for  the  guidance  of  his  divine 


At  evening  he  went,  like  the  patriarch  of  old,  '^  into  the  field  to  meditate," 
fflen.  jodv.  6J  ;  amidst  the  calm  of  nature  to  meditate  on  the  grace  of  the 
[|HpeL  The  sky  was  peculiarly  beautiful,  and  perfectly  clear ;  only  where 
^the  fine  indigo  received  an  agreeable  heightening  by  a  few  thin  and  scattered 
ckmds,  which  imbibed  the  solar  rays,  and  looked  like  pensile  fleeces  of  purest 
wooL  All  things  appeared  with  so  mild,  so  majestic,  so  charming  an  aspect, 
ttai,  intent  as  he  was  upon  a  difierent  subject,  he  could  not  but  indulge  the 
ftttowing  soliloquy. 

**•  How  delightftil  are  the  scenes  of  rural  nature !  especially  to  the  philoso- 
phie  eye,  and  contemplative  mind.  I  cannot  wonder  that  persons  in  high 
He  are  so  fond  of  retiring  from  a  conspicuous  and  exalted  station,  to  the 
^srai  of  a  shady  grove,  or  the  margin  of  a  cooling  stream ;  are  so  desirous  of 
qBttii^  the  nnoky  town  and  noisy  street,  in  order  to  breathe  purer  air,  and 
wmwey  the  wonders  of  creation,  in  the  silent,  the  serene,  the  peaceful  villa. 

**  It  is  true,  in  tlie  country  there  are  none  of  the  modish,  I  had  almost  said, 
■entridons  ornaments  of  that  false  politeness,  which  refines  people  out  of 
their  veracity ;  but  an  easy  simplicity  of  manners  with  an  unaffected  sincerity 
of  mind.  Here  the  solemn  farce  of  ceremony  is  seldom  brought  into  play, 
Vid  the  pleasing  delusions  of  compliment  have  no  place.  But  the  brow  is 
tibe  real  index  of  the  temper,  and  speech  the  genuine  interpreter  of  the 


^  In  the  country,  I  acknowledge,  we  are  seldom  invited  to  see  the  mimic 
attempts  of  human  art :  but  we  everywhere  behdld  the  grand  and  masterly 
•mtions  of  divine  power.  No  theatre  erects  its  narrow  stage,  surrounds  it 
with  puny  rows  of  ascending  seats,  or  adorns  it  with  a  shifting  scries  of 
gocgeons  scenery :  but  fields  extend  their  ample  area,  at  first  lightly  cl 
villi  a  scarf  of  springing  green,  then  deeply  planted  with  an  arrangement 
qpiadfing  stalks ;  as  a  few  more  weeks  advance,  covered  with  a  profusion 
bearded  or  husky  grun ;  at  last,  richly  laden  with  aharvest  of  yellow  plei ' 
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*'  Mcadowa  diedoso  their  beautiful  boaom,  yield  a  xrft  and  fertile  bp  lorti 
luxuriant  herbage,  and  aueklo  mTTiads  of  the  taiieat,  g»yeat  flowers;  wUo 
without  nay  vain  ostentation,  or  exi>ennve  finery,  outvie  each  other  in  i 
the  elcgrtQCo  of  dress.  Groves  of  TuriouB  leaf,  an^yed  in  freafaeat  vet^tn 
and  liberal  of  their  reviving  shade,  rise  in  unUble,  in  noUe  proq>eet  ) 
around.  Droves  of  sturdy  oxen,  strong  for  labour,  or  fat  for  the  shamblo 
herds  of  sleeky  kinc,  with  milk  in  thcii  udders,  and  violets  in  their  noatril 
flocks  of  well-fleeced  sheep,  with  their  snowy  lambkins  frisking  at  their  ni 
■^these  compose  the  living  machinery.  Boundless  tracts  of  bending  asni 
Tamislied  with  inimitable  delicacy,  and  hung  with  starry  lamps  or  iiradiai 
with  solar  lustre,  form  the  stately  ceiling ;  while  the  early  breeses,  and  tl 
evening  gales,  charged  witli  no  unwholesome  vapours,  breeding  no  peM 
leutial  bunt,  hut  fanning  the  humid  buds,  and  waving  their  odorifero 
wings,  dispenae  a  tliousond  sweets,  mingled  with  the  moet  sovereign  eoppoi 
of  health.  And  ia  not  this  school  of  industry,  this  magaxine  of  plent 
iacomparahly  more  delightful,  aa  well  an  infinitely  less  dangerous,  thimtha 
gaudy  temples  of  profuacnees  and  debauchery,  where  sin  and  min  wear  t 
mask  of  pleasure,  whi:re  Belial  is  daily  or  nightly  worshipped  with  what  1 
votaries  call  nKidish  rrcreation,  and  gent«el  amusement  7 

"  Here  iudeed  is  no  timeful  voice  to  melt  in  strftina  of  amoroaa  angmi 
and  transfuse  the  sickening  fondness  to  the  hearer's  breast :  No  skilful  arti 
to  inform  the  lute  with  miL^ical  enchanttncnt,  to  strike  infectious  nielw 
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your  moes-grown  cells  and  rocky  shades  ?   How  inelegant,  or  how 
ible  is  the  mind,  which  has  no  awakened  lively  relish  for  these  sweet 
and  their  exquisite  beauties  !" 

Bat  whither  am  I  carried  ?  Is  not  this  rural  enthunasm  ?  I  find  myseU 
talking  to  trees,  and  forget  the  momentous  question  which  waits  for  our 
decision.  Here,  then,  let  my  rhapsody  end,  and  my  inquiry  proceed. — Does 
U  betray  a  want  of  true  delicacy,  to  be  insensible  of  nature's  charms  ?  My 
Aspaido  thinks  it  argues  as  wrong  a  taste  in  practical  divinity,  not  to  ac- 
qniesoe  in  the  imputed  righteousness*  of  Jesus  Christ.  To  this  doctrine  I 
have  been  always  extremely  averse.  I  set  myself  to  oppose  it  with  objec- 
&Hi%  drawn  from  the  reason  of  things,  and  from  various  passages  of  Scrip- 
tue ;  to  all  which  my  firiend  replied.  And  though  I  was  scarcely  convinced, 
yet  I  was  silenced  by  his  answers. 

I  pleaded  for  the  sufficiency  of  our  sincere  obedience,  especially  when 
aeeompanied  with  repentance,  and  recommended  by  the  merits  of  Clirist. 
Neither  was  this  attempt  successful :  his  arguments,  somewhat  like  the 
flMMitig  sword  planted  at  the  entrance  of  pan^iise,  ^^  turned  every  way," 
Qen.  iiL  24.  and  precluded  all  access  to  life  on  the  foot  of  our  own  duty. 

At  length,  Aspasio  quitted  the  defensive,  and  attacked  me  in  his  turn. 
He  explained  the  precepts,  and  enforced  the  threatenings  of  the  divine  law. 
So  exact  its  tenor,  that  it  demands  a  perfect  and  persevering  conformity  to 
every  injunction.  So  extensive  its  authority,  that  it  reaches  the  inmost 
thoogfats ;  and  requires  obedience,  not  barely  in  the  actions  of  the  life,  but 
the  very  intentions  of  the  heart.  So  inexorable  its  severity,  that  it  condemns 
every  the  smallest  offence,  and  curses  every  the  least  offender. 

This  remonstrance  had  some  of  the  terror,  and  almost  all  the  effect,  of  a 
masked  battery.  It  was  quite  unexpected,  and  alarmed  me  considerably. 
To  push  his  advantage,  he  enlarged  upon  the  infinite  purity  of  God :  a  God, 
glorious  in  holiness,  who  cannot  look  upon  evil  with  any  connivance,  or 
without  the  utmost  abhorrence  ;  before  whom  the  heavens  are  unclean,  and 
who  will  in  no  wise  clear  the  guilty. 

To  complete  his  victory,  he  played  off  the  doctrine  of  original  guilt,  and 
depravity:  that,  besides  the  imputation  of  Adam's  apostasy^ 
the  commission  of  numberless  iniquities,  we  were  bom  in  sin  ;  are-, 
Vy  nature,  enmity  against  God ;  in  all  our  faculties  comipt ;  in  every 
imaginatioa  evil ;  and  even  when  renewed  *  by  grace,  are  still,  still  tainted 
with  some  base  remains  of  the  old  leprosy. 

After  all,  he  bid  me  consider — what  fruits  must  spring  from  such  a  nature; 
bow  they  must  appear,  when  compared  with  such  a  law ;  what  they  must 
desBrve,  when  tried  before  such  a  God.     These,  I  must  confess,  are  very- 
weighty  and  startling  queries.     If  these  representations  are  tnie,  the  face  of 
human  afiairs  carries  a  most  gloomy  aspect ;  or  rather,  a  most  drfadful  storm 
is  hanging  over  the  children  of  men.     Aspasio  urges  me  to  fly,  without  any 
Uay,  to  the  covert  of  Christ's  meritorious  obedience.     This,  he  says,  wa^ 
wioa|^t  out  in  my  name  and  in  my  stead ;  this  will  be  admitted,  both  a 
tike  thvone  of  grace  and  the  bar  of  judgment,  as  my  justifying  righteousness 
TluSy  be  adds,  opens  a  way,  on  God's  part,  for  the  largest. emanations,  aM 

*  **  BvsB  when  renewed.**— -For  a  diipUy  of  this  important  tmth,  and  a  remedy  againi 
this  ttabbom  avil,  let  me  refer  the  reader  to  a  little  treatise  published  by  Dr.  Owen,  tw 
entitied.  "  The  Nature,  Power^  Deceit,  and  Prevalency  of  the  Remainders  of  Indwelliv 
Sin  ia  Bdiefeii.*' 
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iic^st  liuiiourable  exercise  of  mercy.  On  laao's  part,  it  fonndB  a  title  to 
lardon,  to  life,  and  every  spiritual  bleSBing.  This  doctrine,  especially  in 
iich  a  connexion,  begins  to  jiiit  on  a.  more  recommending  ap])eaiance.  Uy 
irejudices  are  realJy  wearing  away.     I  am  almost  a  convert. 

Aspnaio  overheard  the  close  of  these  reflertiona.  Unwilling  to  interrupt 
lia  friend  in  so  aerioHB  an  inquiry,  and  desirous  to  observe  the  issue  of  so 
nteresting  a  debate,  lie  bad  liitherto  concealed  himself.  But  tliinking  this  a 
;iv5urab!e  minute,  he  stepped  forward  and  said, — 

Asp.  Almost !  and  wliy  not  altogether  a  convert  ?  What  should  hinder 
i)y  dear  Thcton  from  submitting  to  so  rational  a  scheme  with  tho  most 
iitirc  acquiescence  ?  What  si  ould  hiiider  him  from  embracing  so  comfortable 

doctrine  with  the  utmost  complacency?  Why  should  he  not  subscribe, 
luth  with  hand  and  heart,  that  divino  decree,  "  Their  righteousness  ia  of  me, 
iiith  the  Lord?"     Isa.  liv.  I7. 

Tfuv.  If  by  this  doctrine  the  claims  of  the  law  are  answered — if  tho 
icrfections  of  God  are  glorified — if  tlio  interests  of  morality  are  secured — I 
mat  acknowledge,  it  will  be  more  worthy  of  acceptance  than  I  could  once 
ave  imagined. 

A«p.  And  if  these  points  are  not  gained,  gained  too  in  the  most  eminent 
nauner,  I  solemnly  declare,  that  I  will  never  plead  for  imputed  righteoaft- 
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the  same  nature  with  those  foifoidding  and  mistaken  apprehensions  which 
our  sooeston  entertained  concerning  the  ocean.  They  looked  upon  it  as  an 
unsonnonntaUe  ohstmction  to  nniversal  society :  whereas  it  is,  in  fact,  the 
very  cement  of  society ;  the  only  means  of  accomplishing  a  general  inter- 
oonrse,  and  the  great  highway  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  What  is  hero 
affirmed  may,  on  some  future  occasion,  he  proved.  At  present  let  me  desire 
yon  to  imagine,  rather  may  the  hlessed  Spirit  enable  you  to  believe,  that  your 
sans  are  expiated  through  the  death  of  Jesus  Clirist;— that  a  righteousness  is 
gi^en  you,  by  yiitue  of  which  you  may  have  free  and  welcome  access  to 
€h>d,  the  merit  of  which  you  may  plead  for  obtaining  all  the  blessings  of 
time  and  eternity.  Then  let  me  ask,  ^11  this  alienate  your  afiections  from 
your  Almighty  Bene&etor  ?  will  this  irritate  evil  concupiscence,  or  send 
yon  to  carnal  gratifications  in  quest  of  happiness  ?  Quite  the  reverse.  When 
this  fiuth  is  wrought  in  your  heart,  nothing  will  be  so  powerful  to  pro- 
duce holy  love  and  willing  obedience,  to  exalt  your  desires  and  enable  you 
to  oreroome  the  worid. 

What  says  the  apostle  ?  ^  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,"  Gal. 
ii.  29.  Being  made  to  understand  its  spirituality  and  perfection,  I  have  no 
kmger  any  hope  of  justification  from  my  own  conformity  to  its  precepts. 
IKd  this  prompt  him,  did  this  imbolden  him  to  neglect  or  violate  his  duty  ? 
Hear  the  sacred  writer's  own  declaration : — I  am  released  from  the  rigour 
and  bondage  of  the  law ;  I  am  directed  to  Christ  for  righteousness  and 
nlvatton ;  ^  that  I  may  live  unto  God ;"  that  my  whole  life  may  be 
deroted  to  his  honour,  who  has  brought  me  into  a  state  so  delightful,  into  a 
liberty  so  glorious. 

Tker.  This  liberty,  I  am  afraid,  will  be  of  very  little  service  to  the 
fieentioas  and  gay  world. 

Atp.  I  shall  be  in  no  pain  even  for  the  gay  world,  if  once  they  cordially 
Ronve  this  grace,  and  are  vitally  influenced  by  this  doctrine;  which,  far 
fiom  dissolving  the  least  obligation  to  obedience,  or  weakening  any  one 
principle  of  piety,  adds  to  every  other  motive,  the  endearing  engagements  of 
gntitnde  and  the  winning  persuasives  of  love. 

Nay,  I  verily  believe,  Uiat  multitudes  in  the  gay  and  licentious  world  are 
Md  fiist  in  the  fatal  snare,  by  their  ignorance  of  this  sweet,  alluring 
eoDSolatory  truth.  They  find  themselves  deeply  obnoxious  to  divine  justice, 
ad  feel  tiiemselves  strongly  bound  with  the  chains  of  sensuality.  They 
think  it  is  impossible  to  clear  the  enormous  score  of  their  guilt ;  impossible 
to  deliver  themselves  from  the  confirmed  dominion  of  sin :  therefore,  like 
desperate  debtors,  they  stifie  every  serious  thought ;  lest  a  consciousness  of 
their  kmg  arrears,  and  a  prospect  of  the  dreadful  reckoning,  should  ^^  torment 
them  before  the  time."    Matth.  viii.  29. 

Bnt  if  they  were  informed,  that  the  infinitely  merciful  Son  of  God  has  un- 
dertaken to  redeem  such  undone  and  helpless  sinners ;  that  he  has  thoroughly 
eipiated  the  most  horrid  transgressions,  and  procured,  even  for  ungodly 
wreldies,  all  the  needful  supplies  of  strengthening  grace ;  that,  instead  o' 
being  prohibited,  they  are  invited  to  partake,  freely  to  partake,  of  these  v 
qwakable  bleeeings :  were  they  acquainted  with  these  glad  tidings  of  tl 
gospel,  surely  they  would  burst  their  chains,  and  spring  to  liberty.     The 
tnitfia,  if  mioe  revealed  in  their  hearts,  would,  of  all  considerations,  be  nx 
to  ^make  them  free,"  John  viii.  32. 


■  ■•2  TlIKUriN   AND    ASPASIO. 

Wiiat  slinll  I  say  more  to  obtaia  my  Tlipron'a  approbation  !  SIibH  I  poini 
lilt  nnd  pk-ad  tlic  moat  illustrious  prccedeiits  ? — God  ttio  Father  ie  wdl 
ileased  with  thia  rightcousnef^  of  our  Rpdecmer,  He  expresses  his  com- 
ilacency  Ly  tlic  moat  emph^ticii  worda :  "  Behold  my  servant  whom  I 
iphold;  min-  dcct,  in  whom  iny  uoul  delighteth,"  Isa.  xlii.  ].  In  Christ 
md  his  riglitcnuanesa,  God  ia  not  only  pleased,  but  "  doliglited  ;"  hia  "  Tery 
oiil,"  every  perfection  of  the  Godhead,  with  incffitblo  satisfaction,  ivsta  and 
Lcquieaces  in  them. — I  said  inetFiihle ;  for  lie  has  declared  tliis,  in  a  manner 
iiiperior  to  all  tho  energy  of  language,  by  raising  our  crucified  Surety  from 
he  dead,  by  exalting  him  to  the  heaven  of  heavens,  and  placing  him  at  his 
jwn  right  hand  in  glory. 

Our  Lord  JesuH  Chriat  is  well  jileascd.  He  esteems  it  his  honour  to  Aioe 
ortli  as  tliG  evcrlosting  righteouanesa  of  his  people  :  it  is  the  brightest  jewel 
if  Ilia  mediatorial  crown.  In  this  he  '*  sees  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  k 
atisGi-d  :"  accounting  him3i;lf  fully  recompeused  for  all  the  labours  of  his 
ife,  ami  nil  the  sorrows  of  hia  death,  when  sinners  arc  washed  from  their 
[uilc  in  his  hlood,  and  presented  faulting  by  hia  obedience. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  equally  pleased  with  thia  great  transaction,  and  ita 
loblo  eftccta.  It  is  his  peculiar  office,  and  favourite  employ,  to  couTince  ths 
vorld  of  their  Saviour's  righteousness :  not  only  that  his  nature  was  spot- 

ily  pure,  and  his  conversation  perfectly  holy ;  hut  tliat  from  both  resnita 

;'hteoU!^ness  of  infinito  dignity  and  everlasting  efficacy  ;  sufficient,  through* 
all  n'^i'S  sufficient,  fur  tlie  atceptance  and  salvation  of  tlio  most  uuwortliy 
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maMmning  our  own  rtrength,  md  our  own  righteousness ;  not  leaning  on 
tluil  for  holinesB,  nor  relying  on  this  for  justification."  I  thought  the  old 
man,  I  must  confess,  little  better  than  a  superstitious  dotard ;  and  wondered 
ttt  (what  I  then  £uicied)  the  motley  mixture  of  piety  and  oddity  in  his 
BOiioiis.  But  now  I  discern  sense,  solidity,  and  truth  in  his  observation : 
Now  I  peroriye,  that  we  ourselves  are  often  the  dreamers,  when  we  imagine 
others  to  be  feet  asleep. 

Ilker.  I  shall  not  forget  your  caution,  and  will  endeavour  to  avoid  the 
mck  oa  which  my  Aspasio  struck,  but  happily,  ii  seems,  escaped  shipwreck. 
Yoa  may  likewise  assure  yourself  that,  upon  a  subject  of  exceeding  great 
and  eternal  consequence,  I  shall  not  fail  to  use  the  most  attentive  and  im- 
partial consideration.  An  indolent  supinencss.  or  a  bigoted  obstinacy  in 
diis  great  crins  of  affairs,  would  be. of  all  errors  the  most  inexcusable,  and 
Most  prove  of  all  miscarriages  the  most  fatal. 

Aip.  But  still  you  cannot  reconcile  yourself.  And  no  wonder.  For  this 
way  of  salvation  runs  directly  counter  to  the  stream  of  corrupt  nature.  It 
pnades  our  reason,  and  offends  our  pride.  What  ?  shall  we  not  work,  but 
^bdieve  unto  righteousness?"  Rom.  x.  10.  Shall  we  receive  all  freely,  and 
nekon  ourselves  no  better  than  unprofitable  servants  ?  This  is  a  method  to 
nhkli  we  should  never  submit ;  this  is  a  proposal  which  we  should  always 
ipom,  were  not  our  sentiments  rectified  and  our  hearts  new-moulded  by 
nvereign  grace. 

Iiet  roe  remind  you  of  a  little  incident  which  you  must  have  read  in  the 
Grecian  history.  A  certain  stranger  came  one  day  to  dine  with  some  Lace- 
demonians. They,  you  know,  always  sat  down  at  a  public  tiiblc,  and  were 
content  with  the  plainest  food.  ^  The  gentleman,  accustomed  to  higher  eating, 
eonld  not  forbear  expressing  his  disgust  at  the  homely  provision.  Sir,  said 
the  cook,  you  do  not  make  use  of  the  sauce.  What  do  you  mean  ?  replied 
the  guest.  You  do  not  use  hard  exercise,  nor  habituate  yourself  to  long 
abstinence,  nor  bring  a  sharpened  appetite  to  the  meal. — And  you,  my  dear 
friend,  I  am  apprehensive,  have  not  the  sauce ;  have  not  the  proper  prepara* 
tive  for  this  ssdutary  doctrine,  which  is  indeed  the  bread  of  life,  and  the  very 
mairow  of  the  gospel. 
Tker.  What  preparative  ? 

A9p.  A  sense  of  your  great  depravity,  your  extreme  guilt,  and  your  utterly 
undone  condition. — WhUe  destitute  of  these  convictions,  our  souls  will  be 
like  the  full  stomach,  that  loathes  even  the  honeycomb.  So  long  as  these  con* 
Tictions  are  slight,  and  hover  only  in  the  imagination,  we  shall  be  like  Gallio,* 
fistlesB,  indifferent,  and  ^^  caring  for  none  of  these  things."  But  when  they 
are  deep  and  penetrate  the  heart,  then  the  righteousness  of  a  Redeemer  will 
be  sweet,  tasteful,  and  inviting ;  as  myrrh  and  frankincense  to  the  smell,  as 
milk  and  honey  to  the  palate,  as  gold  and  treasures  to  the  ruined  bankrupt. 

*  AcUxviiL  17.     A  late  commentator,  of  distinguished  eminence,  has  attempted  to 
viadicate  6tiUio*8  conduct,  and  would  represent  it  as  an  amiable  instance  of  prudence 
moderation. 

According  to  my  apprehension,  this  Roman  governor  acted  a  part  both  irreligious 
myoat:  Irreiigious,  because  he  refused  to  hear  the  apostle**  defence,  which  was  the 
likely  means  of  hit  couTersion  and  salvation.     Unjust^  because  he  permitted  Sosl' 
then  an  innocent  person,  afterwards  a  disciple  of  Christ,  (1  Cor.  i.  1.)  to  be  so  ** 
treated,  and  ontrageouslr  abused,  without  interposing  for  his  rescue. 


f  to  use,  in  order  to  get  tliwe 


54  TIIKIIOS    ASD 

Tlier.  What  mitlioJ  would  yoti  adviw 
mvictiors  inijin.'SrtL'd  mi  my  In'nrt  f 

W«/'.  Ivndcavour  ti)  uinlirstand  tiod's  holy  law.  Consider  how  purp, 
!>w  fxti'nsivr,  hnw  :>iililiii)t.-ly  pi.'rfrct  it  w.  Then  judge  of  yonr  epiritiial 
atP,  nut  from  tlie  flattiTiiif;  siifitjcatiiins  of  soif-Iovi',  nor  from  the  defective 
taiiiplcs  of  your  fcllo «•-(.■  nutiire*,  but  l)y  this  unerring  otindard  of  the 
LiiL-tiiary,  Alwive  all,  Iif'^ipeh  f liu flod  and  Father  of  onr  Lonl  Jesua  Christ 
)  send  his  enlightening'  S]iirit  into  yowr  soul,  Tiir,  indeeil,  withont  the  en- 
ghti'ning  influi'iues  cif  the  Spirit,  we  may  have  the  divine  law  in  owr  hand, 
e  may  eoinpri'henil  iti*  gniinmatieal  meaning,  yet  he  like  blind  Bnrtimeiw 
ndtT  the  meridian  sun.  It  is  the  hleswd  Si)irit  alone  who  can  rend  the  veil 
r  ignorance  fnim  our  inindH,  and  shew  us  eitjier  "  the  wonderful  things  of 
Irid'a  law,"  or  the  (rluriinr-  mysteries  of  his  gospel.  In  this  iwnse,  our  polit* 
oct  ppcaks  a  truth  as  singularly  important  as  it  is  elegantly  csprcased :  i 


Ull  till' 


TVill  yon  give  me 
e  considerahly  servi 
c  greatlv  advantiigi 

The,:  'itaekward 


■V  iilriis  bIwII  (iiirirp  llif  visiib!  ray, 
■ulitli'SS  cjc-b.ill  poiirihe  Jsy. 

PoPK'd  lUetiiah. 

e  to  propose  another  expedient,  which  I  believe  may 
le  in  this  particular  case, — which  I  am  nssurod  will 
in  many  other  respwts? 

to  adopt  your  doctrine,  I  am  no  enemy  to  my 
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^our  wQl,  your  understanding,  your  affections.     These  are  your  noble  inter- 
nal demesne,  of  which  none  but  yourself  can  be  a  competent  surveyor. 

Ther.  It  is  unreasonable  and  preposterous,  I  must  acknowledge,  to  be 
minutely  exact  in  meaner  matters,  and  use  no  accuracy  of  inspection  in  the 
most  momentous  affairs ;  to  have  a  correct  draught  of  our  lands,  which  are  a 
transient  inheritance,  and  no  map  of  that  everlasting  possession — ^the  soul. 

Aip,  Gratify  me  then,  my  dear  Theron,  in  this  particular.  As  I  purpose 
to  set  out  very  early  in  the  rooming,  I  shall  insist  upon  it  that  you  do  not 
rise  before  your  usual  time  to  compliment  my  departure.  But  I  now  make 
it  my  last  wish,  and  my  parting  request,  that  you  will  for  some  months  at 
least  keep  a  diary. 

You  have  wondered  at  my  opinion  concerning  the  corruption  of  our  nature, 
snd  the  insufficiency  of  our  own  righteousness.  This  may  seem  strange,  this 
may  appear  shocking,  to  a  mind  unacquainted  with  itself.  But  when  you 
have  searched  your  heart  by  this  probe — when  you  have  felt  the  pulse  of 
your  sold  by  self-examination — then  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of  my 
sentiments,  and  enter  into  the  reasons  of  my  faith. 

By  this  means  we  sliall  also  discover  the  sins  that  most  easily  beset  us, 

which  most  frequently  elude  our  vigilance,  and  baffle  our  resolution.     We 

shall  leam  how  to  post  our  guard,  when  to  exercise  the  strictest  watch,  and 

where  to  direct  the  artillery  of  prayer.     In  a  word,  we  shall  leam,  better 

than  from  ten  thousand  volumes,  to  know  ourselves :  a  knowledge  which  was 

supposed  by  the  ancient  philosophers  to  descend  from  heaven,  and  which,  I 

believe,  our  Christian  divines  will  allow,  has  a  happy  tendency  to  lead  people 

thither;  because,   of  all  other  preparatives,  it  best  disposes  them  for  that 

blessed  Redeemer,  who  is  the  way,  the  only  way,  to  those  blissful  mansions. 

Now  I  have  mentioned  a  way,  let  me  suppose  you  travelling  through  an 

unknown  country.     You  come  to  a  place  where  the  road  divides  itself  into 

two  equally  inviting  parts.      You  are  at  a  loss  which  track  to  pursue. 

Whose  direction  will  you  chuse  to  follow  ?     That  man's  who  has  passed 

through  neither  of  them  ;  that  man's  who  has  passed  through  one  of  them 

only ;  or  that  man's  who  has  passed  and  repassed  them  both  ?     To  wait  for 

an  answer,  would  be  an  affront  to  your  judgment.     Only  let  me  observe, 

that  the  last  is  your  Aspasio's  case.     He  has  travelled  long,  and  proceeded 

&r,  even  in   your  path.     All  that  circumspection  and  assiduity,  all  that 

prater  and  self-denial,  all  that  fasting  and  alms,  and  every  other  means  of 

pace  could  do,  in  order  to  establish  a  righteousness  of  his  own,  has  been 

done :  but  to  no  purpose.     He  has  also  trod  every  step  in  the  way  which  he 

lecommends  to  his  beloved  friend.     He  has  made  the  trial ;  can  set  his  pro- 

ifltum  est  to  whatever  he  advises  ;  and  may  very  tnily  say,  with  his  divine 

Master,  "  We  speak  that  we  do  know,"  John  iii.  11.  and  testify  that  we  have 

I  experienced. 

Ther.  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that  the  night  is  coming  on,  and  our  convcr- 
tttioii  almost  at  an  end.     My  regret  is  increased,  by  the  consideration  of  your 
mtended  journey.     Though  business  obliges  you  to  depart,  it  will,  I  hope, 
aflbrd  you  leisure  to  write.     This  will  be  some  compensation  for  the  want  o 
your  company. 

Yonder  sun  is  sinking  below  the  horizon,  and  just  taking  his  leave  of  o« 
Birth.  To  retard  the  departing  radiance,  at  least  to  alleviate  the  approachiii 
O0R,  those  western  clouds  catch  the  rays,  and  reflect  them  to  our  view  in 


most  amunng  divenity  of  colours.  B7  this  msMU  wd  njoj  tlw  giMt  li^ 
naiy  in  his  beams,  even  when  his  orb  is  witlidrawa  trom  oar  nglifci  Ai 
epistolary  correspondence  has  something  of  the  same  naton.  Lettramajh 
called  the  talk  of  absent  friends.  By  this  ezpe^ent,  they  communioato  ftii 
thoughts,  even  though  countries,  kingdoms,  or  seas  intercept  thoir  tpmA 
You  must  therefore  promise  me  this  satisfaction ;  and  let  mo  ooBVena  irifll 
my  Aspasio  by  the  i>en,  when  I  can  no  longer  have  an  inleicoaiBe  with  ha 
in  person. 

Arp.  You  liavo  anticipated  me,  Theroa.  Otherwise  what  is  now  By 
promise,  would  have  been  my  request. 

I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  another  particularity  in  that  magnificmt  BHaa> 
blage  of  clouds.  How  they  varied  their  appearance,  aa  tlie  hunp  ct  dqr 
changed  its  situation !  A  little  while  ago,  these  curtuna  of  the  Aj  WM 
streaked  with  orange,  or  tinged  with  amber.  Presently,  they  borrowed  At 
blush  of  the  rose,  or  the  softened  red  of  the  pink.  Ere  long,  they  glow  irilh 
vennilion,  or  deepen  into  crimson.  Boon  succeeds  the  purple  tinctured  nbi 
of  majesty ;  and  as  soon  (thus  transient  is  all  sublunary  grandeur  1)  gitta 
place  to  tlie  sabie  veil  of  evening,  or  the  gloomy  poll  of  night.  Such,  I  tiari^ 
vrill  be  the  issue  of  my  Theron's  present  apprehenuona.  AU  his  spleoiH 
ideas  of  human  excellency  and  self-righteouaneas  will  become  fitint,  will  1m 
their  imaginary  lustre,  till  at  length  they  fado  away,  and  darken  into  afawi 
lute  self-abasement.  Tlien  the  Sun  of  Bighteononeas  will  be  amiable,  will  bl 
desirable,  as  tho  l>eauti<'B  of  the  dawn  breaking  upon  the  sbadee  of  ni^k 
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^Qittii^  onr  cathedral,  we  turn  once  again,  and  pass  into  a  grand  colon- 
ic of  oaks ;  so  regular  in  their  situation,  so  similar  in  their  size,  and  so 
larkably  correspondent  in  every  circumstance,  that  they  looked  like  the 
ns  of  nature,  not  only  belonging  to  the  same  family,  but  produced  at  the 
le  birth.  Through  these  lay  a  walk,  straight,  spacious,  and  gracefully 
^,  far  exceeding  the  last  in  the  extent  of  its  area,  though  much  inferior  in 

stateliness  of  its  ceiling.    It  put  me  in  mind  of  that  divine  benignity, 
icfa  has  allowed  us  six  days  for  the  prosecution  of  our  own  comparatively 
'  affiurs,  and  set  apart  but  one  for  the  more  immediate  attendance  on  the 
lime  exercises  of  devotion, 
rhis  walk  was  covered  with  the  neatest  gravel,  and  not  a  weed  to  bo  seen, 

one  spire  of  grass,  through  the  whole  extended  surface.  It  stole  into  a 
.tinual  ascent,  yet  so  very  gradually,  that  the  rise  was  scarce  discernible, 
ler  by  the  searching  eye,  the  toiling  feet,  or  the  panting  breath.  At  the 
lemity,  a  handsome  summer-house  shewed  a  flight  of  steps,  and  half  a 
netian  door.  The  rest  of  the  building  was  hid  by  the  clustering  branches. 
/U  soon  as  we  enter  the  apartment,  Gamillus  throws  open  the  left-hand 
h,  and  with  it  the  most  enlarged  and  amusive  prospect.  Tlio  structure 
jwiied  situate  on  the  brow  of  a  considerable  eminence,  whose  sides  were 
rtly  confused  and  wild  with  broken  rocks,  partly  shagged  and  perplexed 
kh  thorny  shrubs.  The  spectator  is  agreeably  surprised  to  find  himself 
iommodated  with  so  elegant  a  mansion,  on  the  summit  of  so  rude  and 
incus  a  spot.  But  how  greatly  is  his  surprise  and  satisfaction  augmented, 
len  he  casts  his  eye  forward,  and  beholds  the  beautiful  meads  which,  from 
B  foot  of  this  rugged  hill,  stretch  themselves  into  a  space  almost  unmea- 
rable! 

Through  the  midst  of  this  extensive  vale,  which  was  decked  with  the 
te«t  verdure,  and  replenished  with  the  richest  herbage,  a  river  rolled  its 
pious  flood — trolled  in  a  thousand  serpentine  meanders,  as  though  it  had 
it  its  way  in  the  flowery  labyrinth,  or  made  repeated  efforts  of  flowing 
ck  to  its  source,  till  at  last,  having  wandered  more  than  twice  the  length 
the  meadows,  having  held  a  mirror  to  the  aspiring  poplars  and  bending 
Hows,  having  paid  a  welcome  salute  to  several  ornamented  villas,  and 
BBed  through  the  arches  of  two  or  three  curiously  pendent  bridges,  it 
imed  to  meet  the  sky,  and  mingle  with  the  horizon. 

Opposite  to  the  front  window,  a  cascade  fell  from  the  adjacent  stream.  It 
shed  and  foamed  along  the  bread  slope,  indented  with  small  pits,  and 
5ged  with  protuberant  stonesr  The  current,  vexed  and  embarrassed, 
emed  to  rave  at  the  intervening  obstacles,  and  forcing  its  rapid,  indignant, 
DOious  way,  struck  the  ear  with  a  peal  of  liquid  thunder.  These  fretful 
liers — let  our  angry  passions  observe  the  admonition,  and  follow  the 
Dunple—soon  were  pacified,  soon  forgot  to  chide.  Collected  into  a  little 
Tolct,  they  ran  off  in  calm  and  silent  lapse,  till  they  lost  themselves  amongst 
eds  of  oner  and  plantations  of  alder. 

The  liver,  widening  as  it  flowed,  was  parted  here  and  there  by  several 
ikde  islands ;  some  tufted  with  reeds,  and  the  resort  of  swans ;  some  adorned 
iith  stately  porticoes,  and  splendid  alcoves,  the  graceful  retreats  of  rural 
slnsue;  some  furnished  with  green  embowering  walks,  fitted  for  studious 
neliieoieiit  and  sedate  contemplation.     On  either  side  of  the  charming  yalleji 
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tnwns  und  villngps  lay  thick,  and  looTceil  gay,  adding  ornament  km  s 

ill  the  Bcene,  and  receiving  innumerable  advantages  from  the  passing  wavf .  ^ 

The  whole  recced  to  an  attentive  obscrvcr'a  mind  that  amiable  and  arignil 
spectacle,  which  the  Syrian  Boothsayer  could  not  behold  without  a  rapture  ti 
delight.  Numb,  sxiii.  7 ;  "  From  the  top  of  the  rocks  I  see  the  tiibes  ^ 
Jchovali,  and  from  tlie  hills  1  behold  the  habitations  of  his  chosen  pcopbl 
How  goodly  are  thy  tents,  0  Jaeob  !  and  thy  tabernacles,  O  Israel !  Aa  tM 
valleys  arc  they  spread  forth ;  as  gardens  by  the  river's  side ;  as  ttwB  fl 
exquisite  fragrance  *,  which  the  Lord  hatli  planted ;  as  cedars  of  statelien 
growth,  flourishing  bcsido  the  waters."  ' 

"Wo  had  but  just  looked  about  uH  when  a  meeaenger  came  for  CamiUm] 
As  ho  was  called  to  settle  some  private  afTairfi,  I  choso  to  stay  in  this  inTitinfl 
retreat ;  and  detennined  tu  make  myself  amends  for  the  loss  of  CamiUvH 
company,  by  beginning  a  correspondence  with  my  Theron.  We  have  pod 
ink,  and  paper,  in  all  our  rural  retirements,  that  if  any  thing  is  started  la 
discourse,  or  occurs  in  meditation,  worthy  to  be  remembered,  it  may  immV 
diately  be  committed  to  writing. 

I  could  not  hut  observe  to  my  friend,  that,  fine  as  the  prospect  appear 
there  was  one  decoration  wanting ;  if  some  grand  deformity  may  be  ci  " 
decoration.     The  ridges  of  a  bleak  and  barren  mountain,  or  the  skirts  ol 
sun-humt  tawny  heatli,  would  give  additional  liveliness  to  the 
jiarts  nf  the  landscape,  and  make  their  beauties  strike  with  double  v  _ 
This  also,  by  shewing  us  wjiat  wretclied  abodes  and  inhospitable  quw 
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nyiolable  veracity?  Have  we,  according  to  the  direction  of  our  inspired 
utor,  pmmied  this  sacred  study  on  our  knees  ?  James  i.  5 ;  and  sought 
iiis  moet  noble  of  all  intellectual  endowments,  not  merely  from  books,  but 
rincipally  at  the  throne  of  grace  ?  Have  we  sought  it,  like  that  ancient 
ewish  student,  with  an  early  application  and  with  mcessant  assiduity,  even 
from  the  flower  till  the  grape  was  ripe  ?  "  Eccl.  li.  15. 

Is  that  scanty  ray  of  knowledge,  which  perhaps  has  forced  itself  through 
or  original  darkness,  operative  on  our  affections  ?  ^^  Have  we  loved  the 
4ird  our  God  with  sA\  our  heart  ?  " — ^'  This  is  the  first  and  great  command- 
Mot  ! "  Matt.  xzii.  38.  Have  we  constantly  entertained  the  most  magnifi- 
ent  and  honourable  thoughts  of  his  sublime  perfections  ?  Is  our  esteem  for 
lut  immensely  great  and  most  blessed  Being,  high,  superlative,  matchless  ? 
omewhat  like  that  expressed  by  the  Psalmist,  ^'  Whom  have  I  in  heaven 
mi  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  in  comparison  of  thee," 
Mm  Ixxiii.  25.  Have  we  been  affectionately  concerned  for  his  glory,  and ' 
nlons  to  advance  his  holy  religion  ?  troubled,  very  sensibly  troubled,  when 
m  Maker  8  honour  has  been  trampled  in  the  dust,  by  licentious  tongues  or 
l^tioufl  deeds  ? 

Have  we  made  it  our  ruling  care  to  approve  the  whole  of  our  life,  and  the 
MMt  secret  transactions  of  our  breast,  to  his  all-seeing  eye  ?  resolved,  deli- 
Mitely  resolved,  to  sacrifice  not  only  our  darling  lusts,  but  even  our  most 
iloable  interesta,  whenever  they  stand  in  competition  with  the  good  pleasure 
r  his  ^11  ?  In  a  word,  as  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  with  such 
ehement  and  inextinguishable  ardour  have  we  thirsted  after  a  brighter 
lanifestation  of  his  divine  attributes,  some  sweeter  assurances  of  his  special 
►ve,  and  an  ever-increasing  conformity  to  his  holy  image  ? 

Such  was  the  temper  of  those  excellent  men,  who  are  characterized  in  the 
criptures  of  truth  as  children  of  the  Highest,  and  patterns  for  our  imitation. 
his  is  their  language  :  ^'  The  desire  of  our  soul  is  unto  thy  name,  and  to  the 
SBembrance  of  thee.  With  my  soul  have  I  desired  thee  in  the  night ;  yea, 
rith  my  spirit  within  me  will  I  seek  thee  early,"  Isa.  xxvi.  8,  9.  Neither  is 
qA  warmth  of  love  and  fervour  of  desire  any  needless  or  extravagant  pitch 
f  devotion,  but  a  reasonable  service,  indispensably  due  from  all  intelligent 
Ratores  to  the  great  Author  of  their  being,  in  whom  all  possible  perfections, 
vith  the  utmost  exaltation  and  dignity,  reside ;  from  whom  all  manner  of 
iMsings,  in  the  most  copious  and  never-failing  communications,  flow. 

When  we  receive  from  an  absent  friend  rich  and  repeated  presents,  casks 
I  generous  wine,  or  jars  of  delicious  fruit,  we  feel  ourselves  enkindled  into  a 
;nlefiil  affection.  Wo  honour,  we  love  the  person  who  allows  us  such  a 
Gitiiiguished  place  in  his  heart,  and  expresses  his  cordial  regard  by  such  a 
Mnes  of  active  and  tender  benevolence.  The  blessed  God  is  a  friend  to  us 
iD,  infinitely  powerful,  and  equally  munificent.  We  are  the  constant  objects 
i  his  more  than  friendly — of  his  parental  cares.  Every  passing  moment  is 
I  nesBenger  of  his  patience,  and  charged  with  some  token  of  his  bounty. 
Por  our  sake  he  has  diffused  blessings  over  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
ttunanded  every  clement  to  concur  in  ministering  to  our  accommodation. 
h  hat  not  only  adapted  his  benefits  to  our  several  wants,  but  has  giveu 
km  ft  diverBification  large  as  the  scope  of  our  wishes,  and  an  enrichment  far 
yond  all  that  our  fancy  could  conceive.  Profuse  liberality  1  yet  small  and 
loty  compared  with  his  most  adorable  benignity  in  Christ  Jesus. 

s  2 
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Wliat  if  God,  willing  tu  manirest  the  BU)>C!rabun<Luit  riclica  of  his  kiadnM 
had  made  bore  ttic  anu  of  his  omnipotence,  and  struck  n  moat  ralracnloas  nifi 
throagh  the  eurgcs  of  the  ocean,  to  aiTurd  ns  a  safe  passage  : — If,  to  accoDlMI 
date  U9  in  our  travels,  be  bad  brought  waters  ont  of  the  flinty  rock  ;  and  U 
the  ravens  bring  meat  to  our  bauds,  bid  the  winds  convey  manna  t«  o| 
doors  -. — if,  to  furnish  us  with  a  commodious  settlement,  he  had  (Icthroal 
mighty  kings,  dispoascased  populous  nations,  and  made  the  walls  of  ii — ~" 
nablo  cities  fall  to  tlie  ground  ; — if,  to  further  the  dispatch  of  q 
or  facilitate  the  conquest  of  our  oncmiea,  he  had  ajreated  the  sun  ii 
meridian  career,  aad  laid  an  embargo  upon  the  moon,  setting  ont'oo  i 
nightly   tour : — in   abort,  if   to  promote   our  welfare  he  had   suspended  i 

i,  and  controlled  the  laws  of  universal  nature ;  bad  wrought  i" 
miracles  exhibited  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  or  recorded  ii    ' 
ation ; — should  we  not  think  ourselves  under  the  most  inviolable  ci 
to  love  the  Lord  our  God,  "  who  bad  done  so  great  things  for  ut 
him  unfeignedly  and  ardently,  to  love  him  with  a  supreme   al 
above  every  other  amiable    object  ?     Yet  wa  have    greater, 
greater,    obligations  to   our   almighty    benefactor.     For    (hear, 
wonder,  O  earth  !  and  let  eternity  dwell  upon  the  stupendona  truth !)   ' 
spared  not  his  Son, — his  own  Son  "—  his  tranacendently  glorious  and  divi 
excellent  Son, — but  delivered  him  up  to  the  deepest  humiliation,  and  U 
sed  death,  for  na  men,  and  our  salvation. 

O,  Tlieron,  have  wo  been  imprcasod  with  wonder  at  tlio  contemplation 
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we  cnve?  Have  our  petitions  been  attended  with  that  steady  affiance, 
whidi  may  glorify  the  goodness,  the  power,  the  veracity  of  the  Lord  ?  may 
Cirideiiily  declare  that  he  ^^  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  him,"  Rom. 
z.  12 ;  that  he  ^^  is  the  Lord  Jehovah,  in  whom  'is  cverlastinjir  strength,"  Isa. 
ttri.  4 ;  **  that  he  is  the  God  of  truth,  and  faithful  for  ever,"  Deut.  xxxii.  4. 
We  call  him  Father ;  hut  have  we  trusted  in  him  with  that  unsuspecting, 
Aeerful,  filial  confidence,  which  a  child  reposes  on  the  fidelity  and  indulgence 
rif  anch  an  earthly  relative  ?  Have  we  not  entertained,  too  often  entertained, 
[linow,<U8honourable,  beggarly  apprehensions,  concerning  the  treasures  of  his 
-  Bwiality,  and  the  bowels  of  his  pity ;  rating  them  even  lower  than  our 
jMcata,  our  friends,  or  our  own  ? 

Have  we  been  careful  to  carry  the  spirit  of  our  prayers  into  our  ordinary 
CHTerBation,  and  waited  at  the  door,  as  well  as  approached  to  the  throne  of 
f  Amidst  the  intervals  of  our  solemn  devotions,  have  we  cultivated 
ejacnlatoiy  intercourse  with  heaven  ?  How  highly  would  the  ambitious 
iMitier  prise,  and  how  frequently  would  he  use  a  privy  key,  which  should 
him,  at  all  hours,  free  admittance  to  his  sovereign.  Tliis  key  of  admit- 
only  to  an  infinitely  more  exalted  Potentate,  we  all  possess  in  the 
ice  of  mental  aspirations  to  God.  It  is  certainly  the  noblest  employ, 
will  be  the  richest  improvement  of  our  thoughts,  to  send  them  in  such  short 
ibassea  to  the  King  of  kings ;  and  to  derive,  by  such  occasional  sallies  of 
•  a  renewed  supply  from  the  Fountain  of  all  good.  How  great  a  loss 
must  it  be  to  our  spiritual  interests,  and  how  contemptuous  a  disro- 
|Rud  of  the  ever-present  Jehovah,  to  omit  entirely,  or  long  to  discontinue, 
PUa  most  beneficial  practice  of  habitual  adoration  ? — Can  you,  my  dear 
Sheron,  acquit  yourself  on  this  article  of  inquiry  ?  Has  not  every  day  of 
your  life  bc«ii  a  day  of  negligence  in  this  respect ;  been  a  perpetual  disobe- 
Senoe  to  our  Saviour's  injunction,  '^  Men  ought,  in  this  manner,  always  to 
pimy,  and  not  to  faint  V  Luke  xviii.  1 . 

/.  Have  we  sanctified  the  Sabbath  ?  Has  the  Lord's  day,  with  all  its  solemn 
•maA  sacred  offices,  been  our  delight  ?  Have  we  remembered  that  distinguished 
J^Offiion  of  our  time,  as  Jacob  remembered  the  delightful  interview  at  Peniel  ? 
^9ave  we  expected  it,  as  merchants  expect  the  arrival  of  a  richly  laden  vessel? 
^^^bve  we  improved  it,  as  husbandmen  improve  the  shining  hours  of  the 
,.Wv€8t?     Have  we  wholly    laid  aside    every    earthly  engagement,   "not 

;      *  We  bave,  in  Scripture,  very  remarkable  instances  of  the  success  which  has  attended 

itory  prayer.     Obsenre  Nehemiah :  he  stands  before  Ahaauems,  apprehensive  of 

rch't  diipleasore,  yet  desirous  to  solicit  him  in   behalf  of  Jerusalem.     To  be 

from  his  fears,  and  to  obtain  his  desires,  what  method  does  he  use  ?     The  mean 

•errik  arts  of  flattery  ?     No  ;  but   the  manly  and   devout  expedient  of  prayer.     I 

•aya  the  patriot,  to  the  God  of  heaven — ^We  cannot  suppose,  that  he  fell  on  his 

or  spoke  with  his  lipn,  while  he  continued  in  the  royal  presence.     But  he  darted  up 

foul  in  silent  supplication ;  which  supplication  pierced  the  clouds,  reached  the  eternal 

me.  and  returned  not  again  till  a  blessing  was  sent ;  such  as  totally  averted  the  wrath 

hi  ireaded,  and  procured  favour  and  assistance  much  larger  than  he  expected.     Neh.  ii/4. 

t  When  David  heard  that  Ahitophel,  the  ablest  politician  in  his  kingdom,  was  revolted 

tpAbaslom  ;  sensible  what  a  loss  his  affairs  had  sustained,  what  an  advantage  the  rebel- 

"     party  had  acquired,  he  betook  himself  to  his  God.     He  staid  not  for  an  opportunity  of 

jmtat,  but  instantly  and  upon  the  spot  cried,  "'  O  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  turn  the  counsel 

AUtophel  into  foolishness  P*— A  short  address,  but  very  efficacious.     He  who  disap* 

the  devices  of  the  crafty,  sent  a  spirit  of  infatuation  among  the  rebels ;  and 

heaa  to  reject  the  advice  of  that  judicious  statesman.     Which  false  step  brought 

thrfr  horrid  cnteiprise  the  ruin  it  deserved,  and  chagrined  the  wretched  traitor^  even 

4^  nge,  frensy,  and  filicide.    2  Sam.  xv.  31.  xviL  23. 
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speaking  otu  own  words,"  Isk.  ItuL  13,  nor  altoiriiig  oanelVM  in 
gntificationB  that  may  interrupt  our  conunuiurai  witfi  flw  Vt&Aut  Bp 
Haa  "  one  da^  in  his  courts  been  preferable  to  a  thoaMod,''  ?nlin  Izxnr 

spent  cither  in  the  worlce  of'our  calluig,OTm  tbeaeenea  of  recmttonT  1 
the  menioritilB  or  our  Redeemer's  doping  meriti,  and  the  aealaof  Us  nndia 
able  loving-kindness,  been  relished  as  a  feast,  and  prized  aa  a  'fortaaa  t 

Have  wo  honoured  God's  holj-  word  ?  ^Vibat  greater  mark  of  dbari 
than  to  despise  a  person's  discouree,  and  not  to  think  his  speedi  worfli 
our  notice  ?  especially  when  be  addresses  us  with  very  great  aeritmanm^ 
with  the  utmost  aSectioD.  In  onr  Bible,  the  God  of  gloiy  speaks  to 
creatures,  speaks  with  the  most  persuasive  energy,  and  with  a^  the  yeani 
of  paternal  tenderness.  Have  we  listened  to  onr  Creator  vrith  Tevemice 
delight ;  and  Tvjoiced  with  trembling  at—"  Thus  saith  the  Lord  1" 

Have  we  searched  the  oraclea  M  truth,  not  merely  as  sdiolaia,  bol 
dnners ;  not  from  a  spirit  of  curiosity,  or  with  an  air  of  formal!^,  but  in 
solicitude  and  ardour  becoming  persona  who  inqniie  after  the  SaTiOor  of  I 
lost  souls?  Have  we  submitted  our  inmost  thoughts  to  their  Impk 
scrutiny  ;  to  receive  conviction  of  sin  &om  their  awftil  remonsfanaeea, 
to  hear  the  sentence  of  eoudemnatioa  at  their  righteous  barf  Hare  we  1 
willing  to  Buffur  tiio  reproach  of  conscious  baseness,  while  they  ha*-c  nj 
up  the  disguises  of  falspliood,  laid  open  our  secret  iniquities,  and  brought 
"  ways  to  remembrance !  Thus  Joaiah  acted:  "His  heart  was  tender, 
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Qod  18  tranacendontlj  gracious  and  amiable.  Have  wc  not  turned  our 
backs  upon  him,  by  forgetting  his  mercies  ?  Nay,  have  we  not  spumed  him 
from  our  aflfections,  by  being  ^^  lovers  of  plqasure  more  than  lovers  of  God  ?" 
2  Tim.  iii.  4.  Awake,  conscience !  bear  thy  impartial  testimony  ;  and  I  am 
persuaded,  the  Pharisee  in  our  breasts,  like  the  man  imfumishcd  with  the 
wedding  garment,  must  be  struck  dumb,  must  be  covered  with  confusion. 

la  our  heart  warm  with  brotherly  love  ?     Good  manners  will  put  cxpres- 

rions  of  civility  into  our  mouths ;  but  has  a  power  from  on  high  implanted 

die  royal  law  of  charity  in  our  breasts?     Tlie  character  of  a  gentleman 

requires  a  deportment  accessible,  obliging,  and  courteous ;  has  the  spirit  of 

Christianity  taught  us  to  love,  "  not  in  word,"  or  plausible  appearance  only, 

''but  in  deed  and  in  tnith  ?  "  1  John  iii.  18.     Do  wo  love  our  neighbours, 

not  merely  on  account  of  some  relation  they  bear  us,  or  some  services  they 

,   have  done  us ;  but  because  they  are  creatures  of  the  blessed  God,  are  the 

objects  of  his  providential  care,  and  capable,  at  least,  of  being  conformed  to 

'  his  image  ?     Do  we  love  them,  because  we  hope  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 

has  bought  them  with  his  blood ;  is  i^-illing  to  make  them  partakers  of  his 

^irit,  and  members  of  his  mystical  body  ? 

Are  we  sincerely  concerned  for  their  present  welfare  and  their  eternal 
happiness?  Do  we  embrace  all  opportunities  of  promoting  both  the  one 
and  the  other?  embrace  them  with  the  same  alacrity,  and  improve  them 
with  the  same  zeal,  which  actuate  us  in  seeking  our  own  felicity?  If 
they  exceed  us  in  all  that  is  amiable,  and  all  that  is  prosperous,  do  we  con- 
template their  superior  excellence  with  a  real  complacency,  and  their  more 
abundant  success  with  a  real  satisfaction  ? 

Do  we  dislike  to  hear,  and  abhor  to  spread,  defamatory  tales,  even  when 
our  adversaries  are  the  men  whom  they  tend  to  blacken  ?  "When  nidely 
affronted,  or  causelessly  abused,  do  we  pity  the  offenders  for  the  wTong 
done  to  their  own  souls,  rather  than  kindle  into  resentment  at  the  indignity 
offered  to  ourselves  ?  When  greatly  injured,  are  we  slow  to  anger,  and  not 
easily  provoked  ?  Are  we  much  more  willing  to  be  reconciled,  than  to 
foment  displeasure  and  prosecute  revenge  ?  In  a  word,  do  we  "  love  our 
enemies ;  bless  them  that  curse  us ;  do  good  to  them  that  hate  us ;  and  pray 
for  them  that  despitefully  use  us  and  persecute  us  ?"  Matth.  v.  44.  "Without 
this  loving  and  lovely  disposition,  we  abide,  says  the  apostle,  in  death,  1  John 
I  m.  4 ;  are  destitute  of  spiritual,  and  have  no  title  to  eternal  life  *. 

Let  me  add — are  all  our  graces,  and  all  our  works,  "  clothed  with  humi- 
Ety  ?"  Tliis  sliould  be  the  dress  in  which  they  severally  appear,  as  well  as 
the  bond  of  connexion  with  unites  them  all.  Do  we  maintain  a  very  low 
opinion  of  our  own  accomplishments,  and  "  in  honour  prefer  others  to  our- 
•dvea?"  Rom.  xii.  10;  habitually  sensible  that  we  are  less  than  the  least  of 
the  ^vine  mercies,  and  the  very  chiefest  of  sinners  ? 

I  might  easily  have  branched  out  the  preceding  subjects  into  a  much 
greater  variety  of  interrogatory  articles.  But  I  intend  only  to  present  you 
with  a  specimen.  Your  own  meditations  will  enlarge  the  sketch,  and  sui>ply 
what  is  defective.     Only  let  me  beg  of  you,  my  dear  friend,  to  try  your  state 

*  What  manner  of  loYe  is  this  ?  How  disinterested  1  how  extensive  !  how  triumphant  1 
Mut  not  all  the  boasted  beneTolence  of  the  philosopher  and  moralist  strike  sail  to  this 
tvngefical  charity  ?  Most  not  both  moralist  and  philosopher  acknowledge  the  necessity 
of  a  difiae  operation,  thus  to  enlarge,  exalt,  and  refine  their  social  affections  ? 
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hy  this  touclietonc,  to  prove  ^our  conduct  hy  tliis  standmil.  And  >my  Hid 
Father  of  lights  give  you  nn  understanding  to  discern  the  exact  puiity  aiiA 
Bublimo  perfection  of  his  holy  law  I  -f 

Have  you  lived  in  ttie  nninterrupted  observance  of  all  these  dutii^  tviiit 
ing  whatever  is  forbidden,  and  obeying  whatever  ia  commanded  ?  TuttP 
outward  behaviour,  I  know,  haa  been  free  from  notoriona  violationg  ;  but  hvi 
your  inward  temper  been  preserved  from  all  ungodly  motions,  and 
every  irregular  desire  ?  Is  there  no  enmity  in  your  heart  to  any  of  tin. 
precepts ;  nor  any  backwardnesa,  nor  any  failure  in  performing  each  aod 
every  injunction  ? 

Wlien  you  put  these  queationa  to  yoTirscIf,  remember  that  if  you  ^  in 
one  point,  or  in  any  degree,  you  are  guilty  of  all ;  Jamee  ii.  10.  If  your 
eonfonnity  be  not  persevering  as  well  as  perfect,  you  incur  tbe  penalty,  lal 
are  abandoned  to  the  curse ;  Gal.  iii.  10.  You  stand  charged,  bcfare  thi 
Judge  of  the  world,  with  aU  the  guilt  of  all  your  una,  both  original  ul 
actual ;  and  there  is  not  one  circumatance,  nor  one  aggravation,  of  any  t^ 
youi  iniquities,  overlooked  or  forgotten — unless,  renouncing  all  your  p 
performances,  you  place  your  whole  affiance  on  a  Saviour's  atonement 
Saviour's  righteousness.  I  think  you  will  not  dare  to  put  the  issue  of  yow 
everlasting  state  upon  the  former  footing,  which  is  not  only  hazardous,  bnt 
must  be  inevitably  ruinous.  You  will  infinitely  rather  cliuse  to  acknowledp 
yourself  a  poor  insolvent,  and  plead  the  unsearchable  riches  of  your  Redeemer! 
obedience. 

To  those  who  believe,  the  law,  though  strict,  is  not  terrible,  because,  be  Jtt 
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aj*  <*  ^  dbeenrntton  of  the  Sabbath  ?  Then  has  my  whole  life  been  a 
oniiaiial  act  of  disobedience :  not  a  day,  no,  nor  an  hour,  in  which  I  have 
performed  my  duty.  This  conviction  struck  me,  as  the  hand-writing  upon 
ike  wall  struck  the  presumptuous  monarch.  It  pursued  me  as  Saul  pursued 
ihe  Christians,  not  only  to  my  own  house,  but  even  to  distant  cities ;  nor 
irer  gave  up  the  great  controversy,  till,  imder  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  it 
biought  me  ^  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  Jesus  Christ." 


Lbtteb  II. — Theron  to  Aspasio. 

Dear  Aspasio, — More  than  three  weeks  are  elapsed  since  you  favoured 
DM  with  your  improving  company,  during  which  interval  I  have  frequently 
nooDected  the  most  material  parts  of  our  late  discourses.  I  have  carefully 
sonsidered  both  the  doctrines  you  advanced  and  the  aiftwers  you  returned  to 
my  several  objections.  I  have  often  reviewed  your  valuable  letter,  have  used 
it  as  a  touchstone  to  examine  my  state,  and  have  with  great  punctuality 
dibeerved  your  parting  advice.  I  have  sat  every  evening  for  a  picture  of  my 
mhid,  and  have  endeavoured  to  take  a  true  unflattering  draught  of  all  its  dis- 
tingmshing  qualities.  And  if  the  diary  ^  is  a  faithful  mirror,  if  it  docs  not 
i^gravate  the  deformity  of  my  features,  I  shall  be  absolutely  out  of  conceit 
with  myself:  I  shall  ever  entertain  the  meanest  opinion  of  my  own,  cither 
moral  or  religious,  qualifications. 

Where  is  that  intense  and  supreme  love  of  God  which  his  transcendent 
perfections  challenge,  and  his  ineffable  goodness  claims  ?  Where  that  firm 
ind  joyful  reliance  on  Christ  Jesus  in  any  degree  proportioned  to  his  infinite 
merits  and  inviolable  promises  ?  Where  that  cordial  and  tender  affection  for 
my  fellow  Christians,  which  is  due  to  the  servants  of  a  divine  Redeemer ; 
Ae  people  whom  he  ransomed  by  his  agonies,  and  purchased  with  his  very 
blood?  Where  is  the  incense  of  holy  contemplation  and  refined  desire?, 
wbere  the  flame  of  fervent  devotion  and  ever  active  zeal ;  such  as  become  the 
firing  temple  of  God,  in  which  his  most  immaculate  and  glorious  Spirit 
TOQchsafes  to  reside  ?  These  fundamental  graces,  like  the  grand  organs  in  the 
animal  system,  should  impart  health  to  the  soul,  and  spread  the  beauty  of 
boliuess  through  all  the  conversation.  But  these,  alas !  far  from  beating 
with  a  vigorous  and  uniform  pulse,  hardly  heave  with  life ;  only  just  struggle, 
BOW  and  then,  with  some  faint,  intermitted,  uneven  throes. 

How  seldom  do  my  actions  spring  from  gratitude  to  the  everlasting  Bene- 
bcior,  or  aim  at  the  glory  of  his  superexcellent  majesty  ?  In  addressing  the 
King  immortal,  invisible,  how  languid  are  my  affections,  and  how  wandering 
18  my  attention !  how  great  my  unbelief,  and  how  little  my  reverential  awe  ! 
I  receive  innumerable  mercies ;  but  where  are  my  returns  of  correspondent 
thankfulness  ?  I  am  visited  with  many  gracious  chastisements ;  but  without 
proper  resignation,  or  due  improvement.  Alas,  for  my  heartless  devotions, 
my  lifeless  virtues,  and  the  multitude  of  my  refined  iniquities !  Hid  behind 
ihe  mask  of  outward  decency,  and  some  customary  forms  of  religion,  I  was 
altogether  unacquainted  with  my  spiritual  state.  I  fancied  myself  "  rich,  and 
iBciatfed  with  goods,  and  to  have  need  of  nothing;"  even  while  I  wi 
^'wntdied,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,"  Rev.  iii.  I7. 
S I  look  bocky  and  review  the  years  of  youth  and  manhood,  what  has  Im 
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tlio  tenor,  what  U  the  nspcct  of  my  life  ?  More  like  a  desolate  axxi  Jiam 
wiI<lonie8s  than  a  cultivated  garden,  or  a  fruitful  vineyard.  In  youth,  whi 
Bordid  Ratifications  of  appetite  !  In  manhood,  what  base  compliances  withi 
wiekcd  world  1  In  both,  what  ehoals  of  evil  inclinations  have  poUntei]  aq 
heart !  what  awanns  of  vain  iinaginationa  have  debased  my  tbou^to !  wlti^ 
frothy  and  unprofitable  words  have  dropped  from  my  lips  !  By  all  whjcl^ 
how  have  I  disobeyed,  and  how  dishonoiired  God  !  how  have  I  denied,  uij 
how  erucified  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ !  and  yet  supposed  myself,  all  tlie  wbih^; 
to  bo  good  enough  ! 

It  is  something  unaceountihle,  that  a  person  of  my  inquisitive  dispositJDii' 
should,  through  the  course  of  so  many  years,  bo  such  an  utter  iJtraBgcr  tu 
himself.  I  wonder  at  my  own  preposterous  folly  1  To  travel  into  foiugu 
countries,  and  visit  the  most  renowned  cities  of  Europe  j  yet  never  step  oroq 
the  threshold,  nor  look  within  the  apartments  of  my  own  breast  1  To  canyj 
on  a  correspondence  yith  my  friends,  even  in  the  remotest  nations ;  and  dcvch 
enter  upon  a  conference,  nor  hold  any  intelligence  with  my  own  heart  !  To, 
inquire  after  newi  from  the  fleet,  newe  from  the  army,  news  from  the  court;' 
yet  enercisc  neither  curiosity  nor  care  with  regard  to  the  hope  of  beaven,  and' 
the  concerns  of  eternity  !  What  cgregiouB  misconduct  is  this  !  A  meet  pc^■ 
nicious  error  in  the  economy  of  religious  life  !  . 

Sometimes  I  have  cast  a  transient  glance  on  my  outward  bchavtonr,  hut' 
never  extended  my  search  to  the  delinquent,  the  traitor,  the  rebel  witJiio.! 
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ihey  denominate  them  **  filthy  rags*."  Rags  they  are,  if  we  consider  their 
great  imperfections ;  filthy  rags,  if  we  advert  to  their  manifold  defilements. 
And  since  the  nature  of  God  is  so  irreconcileably  averse  to  all  contamination, 
since  the  law  of  Qod  requires  such  unspotted  perfection,  O  !  ^^  who  can  stand 
before  this  holy  Lord  God,"  1  Sam.  vi.  20,  in  any  accomplishments  of  their 
own? 

When  I  further  reflect  that  I  have  only  a  very  obscure  glimpse  of  the 
divine  purity,  and  am  a  mere  novice  in  the  knowledge  of  my  own  heart,  how 
am  I  amazed  at  the  lofty  apprehensions  which  I  once  formed  concerning  the 
dignity  of  my  nature  and  the  integrity  of  my  conduct !  All  owing  to  igno- 
rance, the  grossest  ignorance,  of  myself  and  the  Scriptures.  How  do  I 
diudder  to  tibink,  that,  in  expecting  justification  from  the  law,  I  was  resting 
the  welfare  of  my  immortal  soul,  not  on  the  foundation  of  a  rock,  but  on  the 
point  of  a  dagger.  I  was  going  to  the  decisive  tribunal,  flushed  with  the 
fidsest  hopes,  and  charged  with  a  set  of  glittering  sins ;  going,  like  poor 
deluded  Uriah,  2  Sam.  xi.  14,  15,  not  with  any  vtdid  credentials,  but  with 
^the  ministration  of  death,"  2  Cor.  iii.  9,  in  my  hand. 

Though  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  arrogance  of  these  pretensions,  yet 
loath,  very  loath,  is  my  pride  to  renounce  the  pleasing  absurdity.  Self-love 
has  searched,  and  searched  again,  for  something  excellent.  It  would  fain 
make  a  better  appearance,  and  can  hardly  brook  the  humiliation  of  imploring 
all  iub  forma  pauperis  f.  With  what  reluctance  is  a  sinner  brought  to  con- 
fess himself  sinful  in  every  capacity  ?  Strange  pervcrscness !  But  the  charge 
is  undeniable.  However  unwilling,  I  must  plead  guilty.  "  Thou  art  weighed 
in  the  balances,  and  found  wanting,"  Dan.  v.  27,  is  evidently  written  on  all  I 
am,  all  I  have,  all  I  do.  And  if  I  am  thus  defective,  even  in  my  own  esti- 
mation ;  if  I  am  utterly  condemned  at  the  bar  of  my  own  conscience,  ^'  what 
then  shall  I  do  when  God  riseth  up  ?  and  when  he  visiteth,  what  shall  I 
answer  him?"  Job  xxxi.  14. 

I  now  see  the  necessity  of  an  imputed  righteousness.  Without  some  such 
object  for  my  trust,  I  am  undone.  I  long,  therefore,  to  hear  your  arguments 
in  its  behalf.  And  I  must  declare  to  you,  if  it  can  be  satisfactorily  proved 
from  the  Scriptures,  it  is  the  most  comfortable  doctrine  in  the  world,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation. 

A  letter  upon  this  subject  would  be  a  singular  favour,  and  I  hope  an  equal 
blessing  to  your  obliged  and  affectionate  Theron. 

*  Isa.  Ixir.  6.  Does  not  Theron  misapply  this  text  ?  Can  it  be  intended  to  discredit 
the  qualifications  of  the  upright  ?  Is  it  not  rather  a  brand  set  upon  the  works  of  the  wicked, 
whose  very  sacrifices  are  an  abomination  to  the  Lord  ?  Or,  a  rebuke  g:iven  to  the  specious 
performances  of  the  hypocrite,  who  is  precise  in  the  form,  but  destitute  of  the  power  of 
godliness  ?  Or,  may  it  not  refer  to  ritual  obserrances,  in  contradistinction  to  moral  duties 
and  spiritual  accomplishments  ? 

The  disparaging  character  must  not,  I  think,  be  confined  to  ritual  observances  ;  because 
it  is  expressly  said,  all  our  righteousness^  including  every  kind  of  religious  duty  :  neither 
can  it  be  appropriated  to  the  formal  hypocrite,  much  less  to  the  notoriously  wicked ; 
because  those  very  persons  who  are  the  subject  of  this  assertion  declare,  in  the  context, 
*'  Lord,  we  are  thy  people ;  thou  art  our  Father  ;  we  shall  be  saved.*'  So  that  it  seems 
iotended  to  stain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory. 

f  That  is,  under  the  character  of  a  poor  destitute,  or  as  a  beggar  sues  for  his  alms. 
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Letter  III. — Aspabio  to  TnEBOH. 

Dbar  Thbron, — Though  all  your  letbrs  give  mc  plcaeuie,  none  wu  n 
80  highly  pleasing  as  your  laet.  1  look  upon  it  with  the  siunc  secret  jo^ul 
compaeeioitab:  physician  observes  aonie  veiy  favourable  symptooia  ii  ' 
of  a  beluved  patient's  distenipizr. 

What  you  ask,  I  shall,  without  any  farther  preface,  attempt  to  cxenilj 
If  my  attempt  proTes  satiafactory  to  your  judgment,  I  am  sure  it  wilt  ■ 
the  most  likely  means  of  healing  your  conscience,  and  calming  your  f^aa 
"When  we  perceive  the  odious  depravity  of  our  nature  ;  when  we  Hisc^m  1^ 
Tiorrible  iniquity  of  our  lives,  and  are  sensiblo  of  that  trciapndons  wrath  id 
everlasting  vengeance  which  are  due  to  such  guilty  creatures ;  then  nothij 
can  be  found  that  will  speak  effectual  peace,  nothing  that  will  adminiiM 
solid  comfort,  but  only  the  vicarious  suflerings  and  the  imputed  rigbteousni| 
ot  Jesus  Christ. 

To  this  purpose  speaks  one  of  the  wisest  and  best  of  spiritnal  guidd 
"Has  sin  abounded?"  as  undoubtedly  it  has,  in  our  heart  and  our  tifc;  "gill 
has  much  more  abounded,"  in  the  obedience  and  the  merits  of  our  Redecnid 
Nay,  " baa  sin  reigned  ?^  eserted  its  malignant  power  in  the  most  extcnni 
and  most  destructive  manner,  rendering  us  subject  unto  death,  both  tempod 
and  eternal  ?  "  Even  so  has  grace  reigned ;"  exerted  its  benign  efficacy,  ig 
yet  more  triumphant ;  not  only  rescuing  us  from  guilt  and  n  " 
but  restoring  us  to  everlasting  life  and  glory ;  anil  all  this  through  the  rightJ 
ilete  meritorious  rigliteousncss.  broi; "         ~ 
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(Tenth  article  she  says,  ^*  We  are  accounted  righteous  before  Ood,  only  for  ^ 
3  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  The  doctrine  relating  to 
rdon  of  sin  had  been  stated  in  a  preceding  article.  This  displays  the 
ithod  whereby  sinners  may  appear  righteous  in  the  eye  of  God  and  in  the 
irt  of  heaven,  so  as  to  recover  the  divine  favour  and  obtain  a  title  to 
rnal  bliss.  This  is  done,  nt>t  by  any  native  righteousness,  not  by  any 
[uired  righteousness,  but  by  an  imputed  righteousness.     Were  we  justified 

either  of  the  former  methods,  it  would  not  have  been  said,  we  are 
amUed,  but  we  are  righteous.  They  are  so  far  from  constituting  our 
onciling  and  justifying  righteousness,  that  they  have  no  share  in  it,  con- 
i>ute  nothing  towards  it,  are  totally  excluded  from  it.  We  are  accounted 
hteous,  and  accepted  as  such,  anlyy  (mark  the  expression)  only  through 
s  meritorious  obedience,  and  propitiating  blood  of  our  great  Mediator. 
The  Homilies  are,  if  it  be  possible,  still  more  explicit  and  more  cogent, 
the  Homily  concerning  the  salvation  of  mankind,  we  read  the  following 
»rds  :  ^*  The  apostle  touchcth  three  things,  which  must  go  together  in  our 
stification :  on  God's  part,  his  great  mercy  and  grace  :  on  Christ's  part, 
t  satisfaction  of  God's  justice,  or  the  price  of  our  redemption,  by  the  offer- 
g  of  his  body,  and  the  shedding  of  his  blood,  with  fulfilling  of  the  law  per- 
kily ;  on  our  part,  true  and  lively  faith  in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  which 
!i  is  not  ours,  but  by  God's  working  in  us."  You  see,  according  to  the 
dgment  of  our  venerable  reformers,  not  only  the  offering  of  Christ's  body, 
id  shedding  of  Christ's  blood,  but  also  his  perfect  fulfilling  of  the  law,  are 
le  adequate  price  of  our  redemption.  All  these  act  conjointly ;  they 
meetly  harmonise  in  the  great  and  glorious  work.     To  suppose  their  disunion, 

a  doctrinal  mistake,  somewhat  like  that  practical  error  of  the  Papists,  in 
ivering  the  sacramental  wine  from  the  sacramental  bread  ;  administering  to 
le  laity  the  symbols  of  the  slaughtered  body,  but  withholding  the  symbols 
r  the  streamino:  blood. 

There  are  other  clauses  in  the  same  Homily,  which  set  the  seal  of  the 
hoich  to  our  sentiments.  I  shall  content  myself  with  transcribing  one  from 
lie  conclusion.  "  Christ,"  says  that  form  of  sound  words,  "  is  the  righteous- 
ess  of  all  them  that  do  truly  believe.  He,  for  them,,  paid  their  ransom  by  his 
etth.  He,  for  them,  fulfilled  the  law  in  his  life.  So  that  now,  in  him,  and 
y  him,  every  true  Christian  man  may  be  called  a  fulfiller  of  the  law  ;  foras- 
loch  as  that  which  their  infirmity  lacked,  Christ's  righteousness  hath  sup- 
fied."  This  authority  is  as  clear,  as  the  doctrine  authorised  is  comfortable. 
lay  the  former  sway  our  judgment !  may  the  latter  cheer  our  hearts ! 

The  Homily  on  Christ's  nativity  informs  the  reader,  that  the  design  of  our 
iffd's  incarnation  was — ^'  to  give  light  unto  the  world,  and  call  sinners  to 
epentance ;  to  fulfil  the  law  for  us,  and  become  the  propitiation  for  our  sins ; 
0  cast  out  the  prince  of  this  world,  and  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil."  We 
ka?e  all  broke  the  law;  we  are  all  unable  to  keep  the  law;  therefore  the  blessed 
^esQs  fulfilled  the  law ;  fulfilled  it  in  each  and  every  of  its  demands ;  fulfilled 
i  in  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  ;  and  what  is  of  all  considerations  most 
lilightfal,  fulfilled  it  for  us.  His  obedience  took  the  place  of  what  we  were 
hiiged  to  perform  under  the  covenant  of  works ;  and  is  not  only  the  merit- 
riofoS)  but  also  the  constituent  cause  of  our  justification.  i 

So  that,  if  there  be  any  worthiness  in  our  Lord's  most  holy  n&tuie^  SAY  \ 
mH  ia  Mb  exeidae  of  the  euhUmest  virtues,  completed  by  Yoa  «^ti£^^'^^a 
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tlic  moat  igaomiiiioiis  sufieringa  and  tomif^iiting  ik-iLtli ;  tlien,  QfConJIiig  h 
tins  standard  system  of  ortliodox  diriAity,  thr«e  aro  tho  ground,  thcw  w  tb 
eubetaoco  of  a  frinner'a  justification.  And,  ticcnnling  to  tho  dicfattca  of  tin 
most  unbiassed  reason,  tliey  are  tho  boet,  tUo  surest  grouDd  that  can  vitber  b| 
wishtd  or  imagined. 

Does  it  not  from  tho  precluding  quotations  appear,  that  tbe  doctrine  of  ju^ 
tificution,  through  tlic  imputed  righteousness  of  oui  RedoomiT,  us  fikr  Iran 
being  disclaimed  by  the  established  church  ?  I  am  sorry,  but  voustraineil  k 
own,  that  we  rarely  find  any  considerable  strictures  of  this  great  evnngdictl 
peculiarity  in  onr  modem  ibcological  discourses.  Yet  ibere  ba™  bto^ 
preacbers  of  tho  lu;^hest  repute  for  learning,  for  judgment,  and  for  piety,  ^rigt 
professedly  maintained  this  grand  truth  of  the  gospel. 

Tho  devout  Bishop  Beveridge,  in  hia  "  Private  Thoughts,"  has  loft  npoB 
record  the  following  very  remarkable  acknowledgment,  wliich,  if  it  suited  lu^ 
state  of  eminent  holiness,  cannot  be  too  humbling,  my  dear  Tlieron,  for  foot 
lips  and  for  mine,  "I  do  nut  remember,  neither  do  I  belicvp,  that  I  erer  prayed, 
in  all  my  lifetime,  with  that  reToreocc,  or  beard  with  that  attcnticw,  «^ 
received  the  sacrament  with  that  faith,  or  did  any  work  witli  tlmt  pure  huift 
and  single  eye,  as  1  ought  to  have  done,  lusomudi,  that  I  look  upon  all  ay 
righteousness  but  as  Althy  rags  ;  and  it  is  in  tho  robes  only  of  tliv  rightcont:, 
uuss  of  the  Son  of  Qod,  that  I  dare  appear  before  the  Majesty  of  hoaveii." 

The  fervent  and  afiectionato  Bishop  Hopkins  *  spuijia  in  perfect  coRx 
sonance  with  hia  brother  of  St.  Asaph.  "  Tho  law  was  j^vcn  us,  not  tlwt 
we  should  seek  justification  by  the  observance  of  it,  but  finding  it  imposnUi 
to  be  iustified  bv  fulfillini?  it.  wo  should   thcrebv  bo  driven   to  Christ's  riidil. 
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tion  of  this  noble  endownient,  to  know  Christ,  and  him  crucified. 

righteoufflieBB ;    because  he  has   perfectly  satisfied    the  law  *,   and 

[hly  expiated  our  guilt.      With  sanctification ;   because  his   Spirit, 

in  our  bearts,  mortifies  our  corrupt  affections,  and  renews  the  soul 

the  image  of  its  Creator." 

el  me  bring  up  the  rear  with  a  testimony,  which  for  clearness,  solidity, 
m  full  representation  of  the  evangelical  doctrine,  might  very  justly  have 
a  place  in  the  van.  It  is  taken  from  an  author,  whom  the  general 
it  of  our  nation  has  distinguished  with  the  title  of  *'*'  judicious."  The 
Hooker,  in  a  treatise  on  justification,  says — '^  It  is  a  childish  cayil 
adversaries  so  greatly  please  themselves  with,  exclaiming,  that  we  tread 
Christian  virtues  under  our  feet,  because  we  teach,  That  faith  alone  justi- 
Wbereas,  by  this  speech,  we  never  meant  to  exclude  either  hope  or 
kivity  from  being  always  joined  as  inseparable  mates  with  faith  in  the  man 
is  justified ;  or  works  from  being  added,  as  necessary  duties  required  of 
justified  man ;  but  to  shew,  that  faith  is  the  only  hand  which  putteth 
Chnst  to  justification ;  and  Christ  the  only  garment  which,  being  so  put 
,  eoveretb  the  shame  of  our  defiled  nature,  hidcth  the  imperfection  of  our 
and  preserveth  us  blameless  in  the  sight  of  God  :  before  whom,  other- 
the  weakness  of  our  faith  were  cause  sufficient  to  make  us  culpable, 
p9M,  to  shut  us  out  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  where  nothing  that  is  not 
ilnhite  can  enter." 

"-  Yon  will  allow  the  sagacious  Bishop  Sanderson  t  to  sum  up  the  evidence  ; 
nther,  to  make  an  important  remark  on  the  whole  of  the  controversy, 
great  light  of  the  church,  both  in  casuistical  and  practical  divinity, 
ttbtotes— *^  The  tidings  of  a  Redeemer  must  bo  blessed  and  welcome  news, 
W  those  that  are  sensible  of  their  own  poverty,  and  take  it  of  grace."  Our 
hq^fe-eyed  divine  penetrates  into  the  true  cause  of  the  prevailing  averseness 
lathis  evangelical  doctrine.  It  is  founded  on  the  state  of  the  heart,  more 
An  upon  any  force  of  argument.  People  are  but  little,  if  at  all,  sensible  of 
tat  spiritual  and  moral  indigence ;  of  the  defects  which  depreciate,  and  the 
leiilements  which  sully,  whatever  they  have,  and  whatever  they  do.  Nay, 
Itaongly  tinctured  with  pride,  they  would  be  themselves  the  Alpha,  and 
trier  die  blessed  Jesus  to  l>c  no  more  than  the  Omega,  in  procuring  their 
lianial  salvation.  Therefore  they  can  hardly  be  reconciled  to  the  humbling 
^tiacter  of  an  eleemosynary;  one  who  lives  wholly  upon  the  alms  of  the 
gnpel,  and  is  dependent  upon  grace  for  his  all. 

Whereas,  was  this  grand  obstacle  once  removed ;  wore  men  convinced  of 
IB,  of  exceeding  sinfulness  in  their  worst  estate,  and  of  remaining  sinful- 
Mi  in  their  best ;  they  would  soon  be  "  convinced  of  righteousness,"  John 
xtL  8.  of  the  absolute  necessity  and  inestimable  worth  of  a  Redeemer's  right- 
coQaness.  They  would  no  longer  dispute  against  it,  but  cordially  receive  it ; 
citiicly  rely  on  it ;  and  adore  the  goodness,  the  transcendent  and  unutterable 

(goodness  of  God,  in  providing  it. 
I  think,  in  one  of  our  conferences,  I  undertook  to  produce  my  vouchers 
from  the  ancient  fathers.     Let  me  now  subjoin  two  or  three  attestations  of 
tbis  kind.     From  one  of  which  you  will  perceive,  that  those  early  writers 

•  In  this  respect  principally  are  believers  complete  ;  because,  though  destitute  of  any 
fighteoiuness  that  may  properly  be  called  their  own,  Christ  has  graciously  enriched  them 
*2£ib  his,     rid.  Da  vknant  in  epist,  ad  Cohss,  cap.  11.  com.  10. 
t  See  hie  Sermon  on  lea.  Hi.  3. 
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hmd  a  considenible  degree  of  clcarnpss  open  the  point.     Prom  tUe  otherj 
will  sec,  that  far  from  rejecting  the  doctrine,  they  embrace  it  with  den 
and  rapture. — And  if  you  will  admit  of  the  last,  you  ciinnot  be  atartlal 
anything  wiiich  I  shall  advance  upon  ttie  subject.     Let  me  only  premisfl 
general,  that  if  those  authors  are  not  so  copiooa  and  explicit  with  reg«n 
the  imputation  of  active  righteouenees,  they  abound  in  passages  whi<ji  m 
the  substitution  of  Christ  in  our  stead  ;  passages  which  disclaim  all  dep 
cnco  on  any  duties  of  our  own,  and  fix  tlie  hopes  of  a  believer  entirely  n 
the  merits  of  liis  Saviour.     "When  this  is  the  case,  I  am  very  little  solicil 
about  any  particular  forms  of  expression ;  and  far  from  being  angry,  t 
though  the  words  which  I  think  moat  signiitcant  are  not  retianed. 

Clemens — an  intimate  aci]u!tintiuice  of  6t.  Paul's,  and  whose  "nune 
in  the  book  of  life,"  Phil.  iv.  3.  in  his  truly  excellent  epistlo  to  the  Ca 
thians,  assures  that  people  *,  "  We  arc  not,"  in  any  respect,  or  in  any  dep 
*' jnstified  by  ourselves,"  but  wholly  by  Jesua  Clirist ;  "  not  by  our  i 
wisdom  or  prudence,"  which  could  never  find  out  the  way ;  *'  not  by 
piety  of  our  hearts,  or  works  of  righteousness  performed  in  our  lives,"  nl 
could  never  bo  sufficient  for  the  purpose ;  "  but  by  faith  : "  the  one  invalid 
method,  "by  which  the  Almighty  Sovereign  has  justified  all 
"  over  flincc  the  world  began," 

Justin,  who  was  first  a,  Gentile  philosopher,  then  an  eminent  Christ 
and  at  last  a  martyr  for  the  truth,  speaks  more  fully  tc)  the  point  + ; — "  Vf\ 
else  could  cover  out  sins,  but  the  rigliteousnees  of  Jesus  Christ  ?     By 
possible  means  could  we,  unrighteous  and  unholy  creatures,  be  justified,! 
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iilfiDed,  I  miglit  aaj  more  than  fulfilled,  the  law :  for  tbon  hast  reoeiyed 

»r  righteousness  than  it  could  ever  require;  thou  art  possessed  of  a 

r  ohedienoe  than  any  creature  could  possibly  pay." 

'o  or  three  witnesses  of  distinguished  ability,  and  undoubted  veracity, 

sufficient  confirmation  of  any  cause.     For  this  reason,  and  to  avoid  a 

me  prolixity,  I  have  set  aside  a  multitude  of  voices,  which,  from  the 

igs  of  our  own  and  foreign  divines,  are  ready  to  pour  their  united 

Qoe;  and  lest  the  business  of  quotation,  though  sparingly  managed, 

1  seem  dry  and  tedious,  I  will  relieve  your  weariness,  and  enliven  the 

fcton,  by  an  extract  firom  the  prince  of  English  poetry.     Michael,  the 

etic  archangel,  mentioning  the  destructive  consequences  of  the  fall,  and 

tng  the  Godhead  of  that  glorious  Person  who  undertook  to  be  the 

er  of  this  deadly  breach,  adds, 

Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  shall  secure, 

Not  by  dcMtroying  Satan»  bat  his  works. 

In  thee  and  in  thy  seed.    Nor  can. this  be 

Bat  by  falfilling  (that  which  thoa  didst  want) 

Obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  imposed 

On  penalty  of  death  ;  and  snffering  death,  "^ 

The  penalty  to  thy  transgression  dne ; 

And  dne  to  theirs,  which  out  of  thine  will  grow, 

So  only  can  high  justice  rest  appaid.  Milton,  ziL  393. 

re  then  is  the  express  determination  of  our  Homilies,  supported  by  the 
rity  of  our  Articles,  established  by  the  concurrence  of  our  Liturgy,  still 
r  ratified  by  the  unanimous  attestation  of  several  celebrated  divines, 
t  lives  were  the  brightest  ornament  to  our  church,  and  whose  writings 
e  most  unexceptionable  interpretation  of  her  meaning.  As  a  capital  to 
and  complete  this  grand  column,  supervenes  the  declaration  of  the 
it  fathers,  those  who  flourished,  and  with  the  highest  renown,  in  the 
nd  purest  ages  of  Christianity.  So  that,  if  great  authorities  carry  any 
t,  if  illustrious  names  challenge  any  regard,  this  tenet  comes  attended 
Ignified  with  very  considerable  credentials. 

',  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  all  these,  considerable  as  they  appear, 
e  least  of  those  testimonials  which  recommend  the  doctrine  to  my  The- 
looeptance,  and  which  have  gained  it  admittance  into  the  heart  of,  his 
iffectionate  Aspasio. 


Letter  IV. — Aspasio  to  Theron. 

IB  Theron, — The  family  in  which  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  reside, 
1  remarkable  for  their  genteel  figure  and  ample  fortune,  are  still  more 
ly  distinguished  by  their  benevolence,  hospitality,  and  charity.  As 
ive  at  a  distance  from  the  market-town,  the  lady  has  converted  one 
oent  of  her  house  into  a  little  dispensatory,  and  stocked  it  with  some  of 
Qst  common,  the  most  needed,  and  most  salutary  medicines,  which,  in 
of  ordinary  indisposition,  she  distributes  to  her  indigent  neighbours 
angular  compassion,  and  vrith  no  small  success.  This  fine  morning, 
i  has  ordered  some  skilful  hands  into  the  fields,  to  cull  their  healing 
s,  and  lay  up  a  magazine  of  health  for  the  afflicted  poor.  Camillus  is 
rawn  to  receive  his  rents,  and  settle  accounts  with  his  tenants.  J 

pose  we  act  in  concert  with  these  valuable  persons.      Suppose  WM 

T 
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ange  the  delightful  fieltU  of  Scripture,  and  form  a  coUet'tion,  not  of 
ahitiffrons  herbs,  but  of  inestimable  texts;  snch  aa  may  be  of  sovereign' 
■fficacy  to  aBsuage  the  anguish  of  a  guilty  consciencp,  and  impart  aaraig' 
icaJth  to  the  distempered  soul.  Suppose  we  open  the  mines  of  divine  iDa]U-. 
ation,  and  enrich  ourselves,  not  with  the  gold  of  Ophir,  but  with  the' 
inscarcliable  treasures  of  Christ ;  or  with  that  perfect  righteousneps  of  oatj 
itedcemcr,  which  is  incomparably  more  piL>cious  than  the  revenues  of  fcl 
iiunty,  or  the  produce  of  Peru.  J 

In  the  pleading  for  imputed  righteousness,  we  have  already  urged  the! 
luthnrity  of  our  established  church,  and  the  suffrage  of  ber  moat  cii)inait1 
livjncs.  The  opinion  of  excellent  writers,  which  has  Iwon  the  result  of  mnchl 
earning,  great  attention,  and  earnest  prayer,  is  no  content ptilrle  eTidencej 
"ct  wo  must  always  reaerve  the  casting  voice  for  those  infallible  umpiivflj 

L'  prophets  and  apostles.  "  If  we  receive,"  with  a  deferential  regard,  "  the! 
fvitncss  of  men ;  the  witness  of  God  is  gfeatcr,"  1  John  v.  9,  and  cballengra  , 
•.he  most  implicit  eubniisBioii ;  which  remark  naturally  loads  mc  to  tlie 
ntendeil  subjeit  of  this  epistle,  or  rather  calls  upon  me  to  fulfil  my  kte 
mgagement,  and  shew  that  the  above-mentioned  doctrine  is  copioDtlj' ' 
revealed  through  the  whole  process  of  the  Scriptures. 

Let  nie  detach  a  %ery  significant  portion  from  the  epistle  to  the  RomaiB; 
which,  though  little  inferior  to  a  decisive  proof,  ia  produced  only  as  an  intra- 
luction  to  others  "  Now  the  righteousness  of  God  without  the  law  ia  muu- 
catcd,  bting  witne^cd  by  the  law  and  the  prophets;  even  the  HghteousDea 
of  God,  winch  is  bj  faith  of  Jesus  Christ  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that 
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This    doctrine   seems   to   have    heen  typically  taught  by  the  romarkahlo 

jnanner  of  clothing  our  first  parents.      All  they  could  do  for  their   own 

»eoovery  was  like  the  patched  and  beggarly  mantle  of  fig  leaves  :  this  they 

xelinquish,   and   God  himself  famishes  them   with  apparel,  Gen.  iii.  21. 

'I  Animals  are  slain,  not  for  food  but  sacrifice ;  and  the  naked  criminals  are 

arrayed  with  the  skins  of  those  slaughtered  beasts.     The  victims  figured  the 

expiation   of  Christ's   death ;  the   clothing  typified  the   imputation  of  his 

righteousness.     In  perfect   conformity,  perhaps   with   a  reference,   to   the 

pMsage  thus  interpreted,  the  apostle  just  now  expressed  himself:  "Even 

Ha  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  not  only  made  over  to  all  believerfi 

aiarich  portion,  but  put  upon  all  as  a  beautiful  garment,"  Rom.  iii.  22*, 

nlwreby  alone  their  moral  deformity  can  be  covered,  and  their  everlasting 

CQafiiBion  prevented.     Milton,   it   is  certain,  speaking  of  this  memorable 

tnnsaction,  considers  it  in  the  same  spiritual  sense : — 

Nor  he  their  outward  only  with  the  skins 
Of  heasts,  hat  inward  nakedness  ( much  more 
Opprobrioos !)  with  his  robe  of  righteousness 
Arraying,  covered  from  his  Father's  sight. 

**  In  thy  seed,"  says  the  great  Jehovah  to  his  servant  Abraham,  "  shall 

^  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed,"  Gen.  xxii.  18.     Tliat  the  seed  herij 

itioned  is  Christ,  the  apostle  places  beyond  all  doubt  t.     Both  Scriptun^ 

reason  declare  that  true  blessedness  must  necessarily  include  the  pardon 

and  the  favour  of  God,  the  sanctification  of  our  souls,  and  the  inheri- 

of  life  eternal.     None  of  which  are  to  be  acquired  by  any  human 

performanoea,  bnt  all  arc  to  be  sought,  and  all  may  be  found,  in  the  root 

ofitipring  of  Abraham,  Jesus  Christ ;  who  is  therefore  most  pertinently 

led,  "  Tlie  Desire  of  all  nations,"  Hag.  ii.  7 ;  the  actual  desire  of  every 

ilightened  nation,  and  the  implicit  desire  of  all  nations  whatever  ;  because 

all,  without  any  exception,  covet  what  is  to  be  derived  only  from  Jesus 

Christ  the  righteous,  real  happiness. 

The  patriarchal  age,  and  the  legal  economy,  bore  their  testimony  to  this 
truth,  by  typical  persons,  emblematical  miracles,  and  figurative  usages. 
Indeed,  the  whole  ceremonial  service  was  a  grand  series  of  types,  rej)resent- 
ing  Christ  and  his  everlasting  righteousness.  In  all  which  this  was  the 
Unanimous  though  silent  language  ;  '^  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh 
mway  the  sin  of  the  world."     These  I  shall  not  stay  to  discuss,  because 

•  proofe  of  a  more  explicit  and  positive  natiure  wait  for  our  consideration  ;  only 
1  wonld  just  make  a  transient  observation,  relating  to  one  very  remarkable 

I    omstitution  in  the  Jewish  ritual. — The  high-priest  had  on  the  front  of  his 

*  nuftie  a  plate  of  pure  gold,  engraven  with  that  venerable  motto,  "  Holiness 
i    to  the  Lord,"  £xod.  xxviii.  36,  37-     which  was  always  to  be  on  his  forehead 

triwn  he  performed  the  solemn  ministrations  of  the  sanctuary ;  and  for  this 
important  reason,  that  the  people  ''might  be  accepted  before  the  Tjord," 
Exod.  zxTiii.  38.     Did  not  this  most  clearly    foreshow    the    immaculate 

-|^   hoHncsB  of  our  great  High-priest?  and  with  equal  clearness  imply,  that  his 

-#  holittesB  should  procure  acceptance  for  all  his  followers  ? 


*  EIZ  ^mwrmgf  EIII  irmrrmt  rws  TirrtV4)>ras, 

f  See  St.  Paul's  comment  upon  this  invaluahle  promise,  Gal.  iii.  8,  j^c.      This  mm- 
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itator,  we  all  tUow,  ww  guided  hy  the  Spirit,  and  knew  the  mind  of  God.     According 
hit  ezpodtioii  of  the  text,  it  is  pregnant  with  the  doctrine  of  justiticatvoubY  favtVv^«Aid 
eoataiiis  ao  mhridgment  of  Ae  gospel. 
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In  the  book  of  .Jub  wc  have  sereral  hints  of  this  truth,  nnd  one  pasiagi 
Tory  express  to  our  purpose.  Elihu  describes  an  unconverted  person  undi 
the  chastising  hard  of  I'rovidence,  ■"  whoao  life,"  thxongh  the  eitremity 
his  ^scase,  "  drew  near  to  the  grave,  and  his  soul,"  through  thi;  inultitn 
of  hia  iniquititfl,  was  ready  to  beeome  a  prey  "  to  the  dcBtroyera."  In  tl 
deplorable  condition  if  there  be  present  with  him  the  measenger  * 
the  eovenant  of  peace,  that  great  intcqircter  *  of  the  divine  counsels,  nj 
for  his  Euperexcellent  wisdom  is  justly  deemed  "  one  among  a  thousand," 
rather  "the  ehiefest  among  ten  thousupd;"  if  he,  by  his  enlightening  ^lig 
vouchsafe  to  shew  unto  the  afflicted  man  his  own  perfect  righteousness,  tJl 
most  meritorious  uprightness  on  which  alone  a  sinner  may  depend,  both  I 
temporal  and  eternal  salvation  ;  then  the  poor  distressed  creature,  attenii 
to  this  instruction,  and  applying  this  righteousness,  is  made  partsker 
pardon.  God,  the  sovereign  Lord  of  life  and  death,  is  gracious  unto  him,a 
saith,  in  the  greatness  of  hia  strength,  as  well  as  in  the  multitude  of  I 
mcrciess  "  Debver  him  from  going  down  into  the  pit "  of  comipUon,  m 
pledge  of  bis  deliverance  from  the  pit  ofpeiditiou;  for  "  1  have  fonud 
isnsom"  sufficient  to  satisfy  my  justice:  1  have  received  an  ktoDtmcnt 
behalf  of  this  once  obnonious,  now  recoTiciled  transgressor. 

But  why  do  I  select  one  particular  paragraph  ?  It  seems  to  be  the  nil 
design  of  the  whole  book  to  overthrow  all  pretensions  of  any  justify! 
righteousness  in  man,  that  the  wretched  sinner,  nay,  that  the  greatest  sai 
stripped  of  every  personal  plea,  may  rely  only  on  the  merits  of  a  RedMn 
This  is  the  final  issue  of  all  those  wann  debates  which  pass  between  I 
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3 ;  turn  me  not  only  from  sin  and  ignorance,  but  from  every  false 
lence,  and  every  deceitful  refuge.  ''He  shall  bring  me  forth  in  paths 
^hteousness ;"  in  those  paths  of  imputed  righteousness,  which  are  always 
led  with  the  trees  of  holiness,  are  always  watered  with  the  fountains  of 
lation,  and  always  terminate  in  everlasting  rest.  Some,  perhaps,  may 
vby  I  give  this  sense  to  the  passage  ?  Why  may  it  not  signify  the  paths 
ty,  and  the  way  of  our  own  obedience  ?  Because  such  effects  are  here 
ioned  as  never  have  resulted,  and  never  can  result,  from  any  duties  of 
wm.  These  are  not ''  green  pastures,"  but  a  parched  and  blasted  heath. 
)  are  are  not  ^  still  waters,"  but  a  troubled  and  disorderly  *  stream, 
ler  can  these  speak  peace  or  administer  comfort  when  we  pass  through 
alley  and  shadow  of  death.     To  yield  these  blessings,   is  the  exalted 

of  Christ,  and  the  sole  prerogative  of  his  obedience, 
tmitting  that  this  obedience  is  of  sovereign  advantage  during  the  years 
s,  and  in  the  hour  of  death,  it  may  still  occur  to  the  serious  and  inqui- 
mind,  what  will  be  our  safeguard  after  the  great  change  ?     When  the 
leparts,  and  our  place  on  earth  knows  us  no  more — when  the  body 
!S  and  we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment-seat — what  will  then  avail 
The  same  righteousness  of  our  divine  Lord.     This,  if  I  mistake  not, 
>layed  in  the  very  next  Psalm  ;  which  begins  with  a  solicitous  inquiry, 
na  a  satisfactory  answer,  and  closes  vrith  a  most  pertinent  but  rapturous 
ophe.     This  is  the  inquiry,  ''  Wlio  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the 
;  or  who  shall  rise  up  in  his  holy  place  ?"     This  is  the  answer,  "  Even 
.t  hath  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart.     He  shall  receive  the  blessing  " 
nary  remission  ''  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  also  from  the  God 
salvation : "  even  that  perfect  righteousness,  which  is  not  acquired  by 
iut  bestowed  by  Jehovah  ;  which  is  not  performed  by  the  saint,  but 
id  by  the  sinner ;  which  is  the  only  solid  basis  to  support  our  hopes 
^piness,  the  only  valid  plea  for  an  admission  into  the  mansions  of  joy. 
follows  the  apostrophe :  the  prophet  foresees  the  ascension  of  Christ 
8  saints  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     He  sees  his  Lord  marching  at 
od  of  the  redeemed  world,  and  conducting  them  into  regions  of  honour 
y.     Suitably  to  such  a  view,  and  in  a  most  beautiful  strain  of  poetry, 
liesses  himself  to  the  heavenly  portals :  "  Lift  up   your  heads,  O  ye 
and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlasting  doors ;  and  the  King  of  glory,"  with 
i  heirs  of  his  grace  and  righteousness,  shall  make  their  triumphant 

^  shall  enter  in,"  and  go  out  no  more. 
ring  shewn  the  powerful  and  extensive  influence  of  our  Redeemer's 
>usne8s — ^its  efficacy  in  this  world  to  justify,  in  the  other  world  to 
— well  may  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel  profess  his  supremo  value  for  it, 
(tire  dependence  on  it.  '^  I  vnll  go  forth  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord 
tnd  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteousness  only  t."     As  though  he 

uiedj  disorderly, — Let  not  these  words  grate  on  the  ear  ;  or,  if  they  grate  on  the 
them  humble  the  heart.  What  were  JoVs  duties?  Zealous  and  exemplary  ; 
d  firom  his  very  youth  ;  and  neither  equalled  nor  excelled  by  any  person  on  earth. 
•e,  in  point  of  justification,  were  not  a  whit  better  than  Aspasio  represents.  Let 
Hie  Use  words  of  this  matchless  saint,  **  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  1 
Yrom  this  confession  we  learn,  that  with  all  his  furniture  of  personal  obedience*  I 
j«ft  enooffh  to  be  ashamed,  confonnded,  undone.  « 

L  Izxi.  1&,    There  18,  in  the  Hebrew  original  and  in  the  new  tnAi\a^cm^  %'nK^l 
raJ repetition  ;  which  adds  weight  to  the  sentiment,  and  demmda  «^  \^«6«&SuNC  ikXMi 
the  reader:  *' Tbjr  righteoasness,  even  thine  only." 


r  rightecmmew  tor  tfw  wmBoUKw 


378 

fiad  eaiil,  I  will  hare  recoitrso  tu  no  other 

my  suiil.  I  will  plead  do  other  rightcouaneee  for  the  n-commcndation  of  I 
pFrsun.  I  will  fly  to  no  other  righteouancsB  for  vay  final  acceptance  and  a 
irsB  felicity.  This  is  that  "  raiment  of  neetUe-work  aud  clotliing  of  wrouj 
gold,"  Paal.  xlv.  13,  in  which  the  king's  daughter  itt  iutruduced  to  hjm  "  1 
aitteth  in  thi;  heavens  over  all."  This  is  that  "garment  for  glory  and 
beauty,"  which  clothed  our  great  Higti-pricst,  and  defending  to  bis  ») 
feet,  Rev.  i.   13.  clothes  and  adorns  the   lowest  members  of  his  mjsti 

Recollecting  aU  the  foregoing  particulars,  justly,  and  on  the  most  latia 
ground,  does  our  royal  author  declare,  "  Blessed  are  the  people  that  bnoK' 
joyfnl  sound  :  they  shall  walk,  0  I-ord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance 
thy  namu  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day;  and  in  thy  righteousness  aball  6 
he  exalted,"  Psal.  Ixxxix.  15,  16.  Tliey  are  tmly  blessed,  they  alone 
happy,  who  "  know  the  joyful  sound"  of  the  gospel ;  not  ouly  recoiva  il  Ti 
their  ears,  but  ndrtiit  it  into  their  very  hearts,  so  as  to  partake  of  the  KK 
peace  and  spirituiil  liberty  which  it  proeltums.  "Tliey  shall  walk  in] 
light  of  thy  countenance;"  they  shall  enjoy  such  commuliicatintiA  of  I 
grace,  and  such  manifestations  of  thy  love,  as  will  constitute  the  serCTwty  i 
sunshine  of  their  souls.  In  thy  name,  O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  tn  thy  gtuii 
person,  and  thy  infinite  merit,  "shall  thiy  rejoice:"  and  not  occaaiou 
but  liabitually ;  not  barely  at  some  disttuguished  intervals,  but  *'  idl 
day."     Their  joy  shall  he  as  lasting  as  it  is  substantial.      *'  And  in  tliy  rij 
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donco  as  he  proceeds  in  his  incomparable  discourses.    ^'  Surely,  shall  one  say," 
(or,  as  it  may  be  rendered,  onli/)  '^  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and 
strength,"  Isa.  xlv.  24.     Please  to  observe,  Therou,  it  is  not  said,  in  my  own 
works,  in  my  own  repentance,  no,  nor  in  my  own  faith,  but  "  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  have  I  righteousness ;"  righteousness  for  justification,  and  strength  for 
sanctification ;  an  imputed  righteousness,  to  procure  my  acceptance  ;  an  im- 
y  parted  strength,  to  produce  my  holiness :  the  first  constituting  my  title  to  the 
p  everlasting  inheritance,  the  last  forming  my  personal  preparation  for  its  en- 
JD3rment.     "  Surely,"  which  expresses  a  firm  persiiasion,  and  an  unshaken 
affiance.     "  Only,"  whicli  denotes  an  utter   renunciation  of  all   other  con- 
fidence, and  excludes  every  other  ground  of  hope.     "Righteousnesses*,*^  the 
original  is  in  the  plural  number,  which  seems  to  be  used,  not  without  an 
important  design,  to  enlarge  the  significancy  of  the  word,  and  make  it  corre- 
spond with  the  richness  of  the  blessing,  so  tliat  it  may  imply  the  fulness  and 
supercniinent  excellency  of  this  gift  of  grace,  as  comprehending  whatever, 
eitlier  of  suffering  or  of  obedience,  is  requisite  to  the  jiistification  of  sinners. 
Insomuch  that,  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  all-perfect  righteousness, 
the  seed  of  Israel  shall  not  only  be  justified,  but  rejoice,  and  not  only  confide, 
bat  glory,  Isa.  xlv.  25. 

What  he  had  just  now  asserted,  he  exemplifies  in  his  ovm^  and  in  the  per- 
son of  every  true  believer.     "  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  soul  shall 
be  joyful  ininyGod;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with    the  garments  of  salva- 
tion, ho  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness,"  Isa.  Ixi.  10.     True 
believers  are  compared,  in   one  of  our  sacred  eclogues,  to  a  "  company  of 
horses  in  Pharaoh's  chariot,"  Cunt.  i.  9 ;  to  horses,  than  w^hich  no  animal  is 
more    stately   and   graceful  ;    to    Kg\^)tian    horses,    which    were    the   best 
and   completi^t   then    in    the  world  ;  to  those  in  Pharaoh's  chariot,  whicli 
d'jubtless    were   a   choice    set,   selected   from    thousands,  and   finest    where 
all  wore  fine.       Here,  methiuks,  I  see  the  comparison  realized.       Christians 
endued  with  such  a  spirit  as  breathes  in  this  animated  text,  arc  like  a  col- 
lection of  those  gallant  and  majestic  steeds — not  destined  to  low  drudgery, 
but  appointe<l  to  run  in  the  royal  chariot;  all  life,  full  of  fire,  champing 
the  bit,  and  eager  for  the  chase.     Nothing  can  more  beautifully  describe 
a  state  of  exultation   and   ardour,    than    the   preceding  similitude,  or  the 
following    words :      "  I    will    rejoice ;    I    will   greatly    rejoice ;    my  very 
soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  shall  Iw  joyful  in  my  God."     "Wherefore  ? 
Because  he  has  clothed  me,  undone  sinner  as  I  am,  with  the  garments  of 
salvation ;  because  he  hath  covered  me,   defective  as   all  my  services  are^ 
with  the  robe  of  righteousness :     A  robe,  which   hides  every  sin  that,  in 
ihought,  word,  or  deed,  I  have  committed  ;  a  robe,  which  screens  from  the 
sword  of  justice,  the  curse  of  tlie  law,  and  all  the  vengeance  my  iniquities 
have  deserved ;  a  rolw,  which  adonis  and  dignifies  my  soul,  renders  it  fairer 
than  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  meet  for  the  inlieritance  of  saints  in  light. 
Having  represented  this  righteousness  in  a  variety  of  grand  and  channing 
views,  the   prophet  farther  characterizes  it,  as  the    unalterable  and  never- 
Culing  origin  of  our  justification  and  happiness.      This  he  displays  by  a  train 
of  images,  bold  and  sublime  to  the  last  degree.     ^'  Lift  up  your  eyes  to  the 

•  rnp^y,  parallel  to  which,  both  in  construction  and  t>ignificulioa,  is  the  phrase  used  bt 
St.  John,  AiMMMtfutrm,  Rev.  xix.  8.  **  The  tine  linen  is  the  righteousness  (properly,  tb 
rij^hieoiisaeMes)  of  the  saints.** 


t,  and  look  upon  the  a 
like  nnoke,  and  the  earth  shall  vnx  old  like  &  gttBMBt ;  bat  mj  mint 
dull  be  for  ever,  and  m^  ri^iteonaneM  •hall  aot  be  abolUMd,''  lak  U. 
Obeerre  the  vast  dimensions,  and  the  firm  fff-—****"— ,  botii  at  tin  n 
asd  the  lower  world,  how  strong,  how  itmAtatt  thaf  bH  afipawl  1 
these,  indissoluble  as  they  may  aeein,  dull  pwiab.  'Dm  migMtk)  glob^ 
which  monnt^na  rise,  and  ooeana  roll,  shall  loss  its  beantiftil  ^OSi,  and 
hud  aside,  like  a  decayed  useless  gwtiaeaL  Even  that 
oare,  in  which  stars  are  fixed,  and  planets  mwxAi*,  a 
its   very  superior    lustre :    and   Tanish  away,  like  the  ^ 

Whereas  "my  salvation,"  with  all  the  qniitnal  and  bnmnly  likaih 
included  in  it,  shall  sub^  and  flonridi  fbr  ovar:  "And  mj  riihiiii 
neas,"  which  is  the  meritoriona  cuiae  of  all,  diall  be  as  JmBMrreawa  tm 
dation  for  repose  and  hapfnnefs.  In  shoit,  iriwdwr  then  Iw  moasl  nria 
they  shall  be  found  wanting ;  wheth»  thoe  be  fTiriaHaii  giaoM,  thor  Jk 
prore  ineSectoal ;  but  my  oonfbrmify  to  the  law,  aad  my  i '  " 
death,  neither  need  addition,  nor  admit  of  diangs :  &ej  an  ■ 
thnr  merit,  and  in  their  virtw  everiasting. 

When  day  arises  on  our  benighted  heniiqrfmra,  it  breaks  and  apnada  by 
gradual  increase — forming,  first  the  grey  twilight,  next  the  bhidii^  noi 
tiien  the  shining  light,  till  idl  is  bdghteaed  into  the  Usm  and  glow  df  aoa 
When  spring  revisits  out  wintry  clime,  she  also  adTanoei  by  gentle  degm 
first  swelb  &e  bud  and  protrudes  the  gem,  tfien  expands  the  leaf  and  obM 
the  blossom  :  the  face  of  things  is  continually  Klimging  for  the  bettoi;  ■ 
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aonanefls,"  Dan.  iz.  24.  This  prophecy  relates  to  the  Messiah.  It  fore- 
thaty  in  the  fuhiess  of  time,  he  should  ^^  finish  the  transgression  ;**  restrain 
Boppress  the  power  of  corruption,  by  purifying  to  himself  a]  peculiar 
ie ; — should  *^  make  an  end  of  sin,"  by  sealing  up  or  secreting  its  guilt, 
k»tally  abolishing  its  condemning  power ; — should  ^^  make  reconciliation 
liquity,**  by  sustaining  the  vengeance  due  to  sinners,  and  fully  satisfying 
lirine  justice  for  all  their  offences; — should  not  barely  publish,  but 
aplish  and  ^^ bring  in  a  righteousness*,"  that  it  may  be  presented  both 
od  and  man :  to  God  for  the  reparation  of  his  violated  law ;  to  man,  for 
dstification  of  his  obnoxious  person.  That  this  righteousness  should  be 
Bating  ;  not  such  as  may  be  compared  to  the  morning-cloud,  which 
th  away ;  or  to  the  early  dew,  which  is  soon  dried  up ;  but  such  as  will 
si  the  hills,  on  which  the  latter  shines ;  and  outlast  the  skies,  through 
h  the  former  sails :  a  righteousness,  whose  merits  extend  to  every  period, 
rrery  action  of  our  lives ;  and  when  once  made  ours  by  imputation,  remains, 
rill  remain,  our  unalienable  property.  To  this,  all  the  saints  who  in  ancient 
rations  pleased  God,  owe  their  acceptance ;  on  this,  all  the  children  of 

who  in  future  ages  hope  for  his  mercy  must  rely ;  by  this,  the  whole 
ably  of  the  blessed  will  be  invariably  and  eternally  precious  in  his  sight. 
ted  character  !  Can  it  be  applicable  to  anything  less  than  the  righteous- 
of  the  incarnate  Crod  ?  Surely  none  can  imagine  that  Daniel  would 
k  in  such  a  magnificent  strain  of  any  human  righteousness,  since,  in  this 

chapter,  he  professedly  depreciates  himself,  his  fellow-saints,  and  all 
ui  performances  whatever. 

forgot,  in  the  proper  place,  to  consult  the  prophet  Jeremiah.  Let  us 
refer  ourselves  to  his  determination.  Celebrating  the  Saviour  of  Judah 
Israel,  he  says,  '*  This  is  his  name,  whereby  he  shall  be  called,  the  Lord 
Righteousness:"  a  determination  so  clear  and  satisfactory,  as  not  to 
»,  one  would  almost  conclude,  any  room  for  appeal.  Should  the  sense  of 
Missagc  be  questioned,  I  think  there  cannot  be  a  more  authentic  explica- 
than  the  preceding  extracts  from  Isaiah  and  Daniel.  And  having  the 
imous  attestation  of  two  inspired  penmen,  we  may  venture  to  abide  by 

authority,  even  in  opposition  to  some  respectable  names.  In  the  verse 
kliately  foregoing,  the  essential  holiness  of  the  Redeemer  is  displayed 
r  the  character  of  the  Righteous  Branch.  The  sanctity  which  he  will 
rt  to  his  subjects,  is  intimated  by  his  ^^  executing  judgment  and  justice 
e  earth."  In  the  clause  we  have  quoted,  his  imputed  righteousness  is 
>Id  and  promised.  Thus  the  several  sentences  are  distinct ;  the  descrip- 
»f  the  Saviour  is  complete ;  and  he  appears  perfectly  suited  to  the 
ncies  of  a  wretched  world  ;  in  their  worst  estate  enslaved  to  Satan,  and 
BIT  best  falling  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  This,  therefore,  I  take  to  be 
imnd  and  extensive  meaning  of  the  prophet :  the  righteous  Lord ;  not 
^,  the  Lord  who  infuses  righteousness  into  sinful  souls ;  but  the  incarnate 
rah,  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6.  Whose  mediatorial  righteousness  is,  by  an  act  of 
ms  imputation,  ours,  to  all  the  intents  of  justification  and  salvation ; 

OTT?y  I  think,  must*  signify  more  than  to' publish  or  preach.     Had  this  been  all 

le  angel  was  commissioned  to  declare,  ^U^^K  or  ^K/»  would  probably  haTc  been 
The  word  implies  snch  a  bringing  in,  (the  originid  is  the  same),  as  when  Abel 
it  his  sacrifice  to  the  altar  for  the  diTine  acceptance,  and  Esau  brou^^t  his  Tenison 
m  chamber  for  his  father^s  use.  Gen.  Iy.  4  ;  uvii.  31. 


'Jn2  TllKRON    AND    ASPASIO. 

■  iiirs.  ns  iiiiicli   riiirw,  for  tlit-'SL'  blessed  puqioses,  as  if  wc  Lad  wrought  it  out 

i'liii -I'l'iiiL'  ■'ni[  <'unU'm|ilnting  tlicsc  blcssmgs,  tho  enraptured  Zt^cliuuli 
crii'-  .ml,  •■|;.j.iijv  Mr,.atly,  O  daughter  of  Zion  ;  sliout,  0  daughter  1/ 
.liiii«.il  ■III  .  !  ■1'  ■' ;.  U'iiiL' coraoth  uuto  tliee  :  he  is  just  and  having  sain- 
((■in.  Iiiv.  I;.  .  .11  .111  iLss,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foal  of  an  ass,''Zecli. 

i\.  1>.      1 1       .  .  .1  :ii  Ziuii  nnil  Jerusalem,  to  tlie  eccie^aatical 

civil  1.1  II urn  11  in ;  I .  I',  i-^ii-  r,f  ;Ui  ranks,  and  of  every  character,  are  exhortcj 
Ui  '■rejoice;"  tu  ri'juict:  '■  greatly ;"  uay,  to  express  the  joy  of  their  hesrt, 
bylnud  halk'hijaha  and  triumphant  exclamatioDS.  What  is  the  cause  oftliii 
general  delight  f  whut  can  fill  both  church  and  state  with  such  high  wtifc 
fiitlioTi  ?  "  Thy  King  conieth  unto  thee ; "  even  that  glorioua  King  nht 
ruU'8  in  heaven,  and  rules  in  the  heart;  whose  service  is  freedom,  and  whwl 
laws  arc  love.  "'lie  is  ji[st;"  divinely  righteous  in  his  nature,  aod  ht 
coincth  to  fiiliil  all  rii^'hteousncBS  inthyst«ad.  "  Having  salvation;"  heicbj 
procuring  sitlvntiun  for  his  people ;  detiveraoee  from  sin,  from  death  and  heU 
from  every  evii  thou  JeBervcst,  and  from  every  misery  thon  fearest.  Ttui 
none  may  he  discouraged,  and  none  deterredj  from  applying  to  this  Prince  0 
IViu.T',  lie  I^.  amid.Ht  all  tho  honours  of  his  sovereignty,  "lowly  ;"  does  DO 
;ililiiir  llir  Ip.L-i-t,  will  not  despise  the  meanest;  to  the  pour  his  gospdi 
]iii  ,11  iirij,  ;iLiil  fur  the  guilty  his  benefits  are  intended.  As  au  emblem,  u 
]iri"pf  [if  tills  liiri.-it  amiable  and  condescending  goodness,  "  he  will  ride,"  D) 
like  the  eonifuorors  of  old.  In  a  triumphal  chariot,  or  on  a  richly-caparlsonei 
II  tlie  must  mean  and  despicable  of  all  animals,  "  an  ass  ; "  nuy 
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Rev.  iii.  18.  Gold !  what  can  this  denote,  but  all  those  spiritual  treasures 
which  are  hid  in  Clirist  ?  which  are  in  measure  unsearchable,  in  value  inesti- 
mahlc,  in  duration  eternal.  "  White  raiment !  "  Surely  this  must  signify  the 
righieousness  of  our  Redeemer,  which  is  all  purity,  and  all  perfection ;  which 
clothes  the  soul,  as  a  most  suitable  and  commodious  garment ;  which  covers 
every  deformity  and  every  sin ;  and  presents  the  believer,  free  from  shamo 
and  free  from  blemish,  before  the  throne  of  the  Majesty  in  the  heavens. 

This,  to  use  the  delicate  language  and  amiable  images  of  Isaiah — this 
doctrine,  embraced  by  a  realizing  faith,  is  the  only  pillow  of  rest,  "  wherewith 
Mre  may  cause  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  soul  to  find  repose  ; "  and  this  is 
the  sovereign  cordial  prepared  by  infinite  mercy  for  the  refreshment  of  anxious 
and  desponding  transgressors.  O  !  let  us  not  be  in  the  number  of  those 
proud  and  refractory  creatures,  who,  though  they  infinitely  needed,  "  yet 
wonld  not  hear"  the  gracious  news,  Isa.  xxviii.  12,  nor  receive  the  unspeak- 
able benefit.  In  this  respect,  and  in  this  most  eminently,  is  that  other 
teying  of  the  same  sublime  teacher  true,  ^'  Tlie  Lord  of  Hosts,  shall  be  for  a 
crown  of  glory,  and  for  a  diadem  of  beauty,  to  the  residue  of  his  people,"  Isa. 
xxviii.  5.  Shall  we  tear  from  our  temples,  or  reject  with  disdain,  this  unfad- 
ing and  heavenly  ornament,  in  order  to  substitute  a  mean  and  tawdry  chaplet 
of  our  own  ? 

Let  me  add  a  pertinent  passage  from  one  of  our  celebrated  dramatic 
^imters,  which,  if  proper  in  his  sense,  will  be  incomparably  more  so  accord- 
ing to  our  manner  of  application : 

It  were  contemning, 


With  impious  self-sufficient  arrogance, 
This  bounty  of  our  God,  not  to  accept, 
With  every  mark  of  honour,  such  a  gift. 

I  might  proceed  to  urge  this  expostulation  of  the  poet,  as  I  might  easily 
have  multipled  my  quotations  from  holy  writ.  But,  studious  of  brevity,  I 
leave  both,  without  further  enlargement,  to  your  own  meditation.  Yet  more 
studious  of  my  friend's  happiness,  I  cannot  conclude  without  wishing  him  an 
interest,  a  clear  and  established  interest,  in  this  everlasting  righteousness  of 
Christ.  For  so,  and  so  only,  can  he  have  "  everlasting  consolation,  and  good 
hope  through  grace." — I  am,  my  dear  Thcron,  inviolably  yours, 

ASPASIO. 

P.  S. — Opposite  to  the  room  in  which  I  write,  is  a  most  agreeable  prospect 
of  the  gardens  and  the  fields  ;  these,  covered  with  herbage  and  loaded  with 
com  ;  those  adorned  with  flowers  and  abounding  with  esculents  ;  all  appear- 
ing with  so  florid  and  so  beautiful  an  aspect,  that  they  really  seem,  in  con- 
formity to  the  Psalmist's  description,  even  to  "  laugh  and  sing."  Let  mo 
jnat  observe,  that  all  these  fine  scenes,  all  these  rich  productions,  spnmg — 
from  what?  From  the  dissolution  of  the  respective  seeds.  Tlio  seeds 
planted  by  the  gardener,  and  the  grain  sowed  by  the  husbandman,  first 
perished  in  the  ground,  and  then  the  copious  increase  arose. 

Much  in  the  same  manner  a  true  faith  in  Christ  and  his  righteousno 
ariaeB — from  what  ?     From  the  ruins  of  self-sufi&ciency,  and  the  death^ 
peiBonal  excellency.     Let  me  therefore  entreat  my  Theron  still  to  take 
diary  for  his  counsellor ;  still  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  depravity  of  his 
and  the  miscarriages  of  his  life.     The  more  clearly  we  aee^  the  more  i 
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fre  feci  our  guilt  and  our  misery,  the  more  highly  eholl  we  value  tlie  6bei\- 
ncc  of  our  bles»'d  Surety.  In  auch  a  heart  fiuth  will  flourish  as  a  rosc^  ud 
ift  up  iU  head  like  a  toJar  in  L::banon.  To  such  a  soul  the  great  Redeemer's 
iglitt'ougncss  will  bo  wultome,  as  waters  to  the  thirsty  ziLl.  or  as  ri^'ere  in 
he  sandy  desert. 


Letter  V, — Aspasio  to  Tuebos. 

Dear  Theron, — (rive  me  leave  to  relate  an  uncommon  accident  whidi 
lappened  a  little  while  ago  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  of  which  I  myself  wm 
.  spi-ctator.  The  day  was  the  Sabbath  ;  the  place  appropriated  to  diviiw 
Torshtp  was  the  si-ene  of  this  remarkable  affair. 

A  boy  came  running  into  the  church  breathless  and  trembling.  He  toM, 
■ut  in  a  low  voice,  those  who  stood  near,  that  a  press-gang*  was  advancing 
0  besiege  the  doors,  and  arrest  the  sailors.  An  alarm  was  immediately  taken. 
"he  aeanien,  with  much  hurry,  and  no  less  anxiety,  began  to  shift  for  them- 
elvcs.  The  rest  of  the  congregation,  perceiving  an  unusual  stir,  were  struck 
Hth  sur]irise.  A  whisper  of  inquiry  ran  from  seat  to  seat,  which  increased 
y  degrees  into  n  eonfused  murmur.  No  one  could  inform  his  neighhoor, 
icrefore  every  one  waa  left  to  solve  the  appearance  from  the  suggestions  of 
timorous  imagination.  Some  suspected  the  town  was  on  fire  :  some  were 
pprehensive   of  an  invasion  from  the  Spaniards:    others  looked    up, 
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be  conquest,  the  seas  and  shores  have  rang,  the  mountains  and  plains  have 
!(^oed.  But  the  shout  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump  of  God  will  resound 
rem  pole  to  pole ;  will  pierce  the  centre,  and  shake  the  pillars  of  heaven. 
Stronger,  stranger  still !  it  will  penetrate  even  the  deepest  recesses  of  the 
tomb.  It  will  pour  its  amazing  thunder  into  all  the  abodes  of  silence.  The 
dead,  the  very  dead,  shall  hear.* 

When  the  trumpet  has  sounded,  ^'  the  dead  shall  arise."  In  a  moment,  in 
the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  the  graves  open,  the  monumental  piles  are  cleft 
asunder,  and  the  nations  under  ground  start  into  day.  What  an  immense 
harvest  of  men  and  women,  springing  up  from  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  and 
the  depths  of  the  sea !  Stand  awhile,  my  soul,  and  consider  the  wonderful 
spectacle.  Adam  formed  in  Paradise,  and  the  babe  born  but  yesterday  ;  the 
earliest  ages,  and  latest  generations,  meet  upon  the  same  level.  Jews 
and  Gkntiles,  Greeks  and  Barbarians,  people  of  all  climes  and  languages, 
unite  in  the  promiscuous  throng.  Here  those  vast  armies,  which  like  swarms 
of  locusts,  covered  countries,  which  with  an  irresistible  sweep  overrun 
empires — ^here  they  all  appear,  and  here  they  are  all  lost — ^lost  like  the  small 
drop  of  a  bucket,  when  plunged  into  the  unfathomable  and  boundless  ocean. 
— O  the  multitudes !  the  multitudes  which  these  eyes  shall  survey,  when 
God  ^  calleth  the  heavens  from  above,  and  the  earth,  that  he  may  judge  his 
people."  What  shame  must  flush  the  guilty  cheek  !  what  anguish  wound 
the  polluted  breast !  to  have  all  their  filthy  practices,  and  infamous  tempers, 
exposed  before  this  innumerable  crowd  of  witnesses ! — Fly,  my  Theron ;  and 
fly,  my  soul ;  instantly  let  us  fly,  earnestly  let  us  fly,  to  the  purifying 
blood  of  Jesus ;  that  all  our  sins  may  be  blotted  out ;  that  we  may  be  fouud 
*^  unblamable  and  unreprovable"  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  world,  and, 
what  is  infinitely  more  to  be  revered,  in  the  sight  of  the  omnipotent  God. 

When  the  swarm  issues,  the  hive  will  bum :  there  is  no  more  need  of  this 
habitable  globe.  The  elect  have  fought  the  good  fight,  and  finished  their 
course  :  the  wicked  have  been  tried  and  found  incorrigible.  The  important 
drama  is  ended,  every  actor  has  performed  his  part ;  now,  therefore,  the 
scenes  are  taken  down,  and  the  stage  demolished.  '^  Wo  be  to  the  earth, 
and  to  the  works  thereof !"  Its  streams  are  turned  into  pitch,  its  dust  into 
brimstone,  and  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  like  a  torrent  of  fire,  enkindles 
the  whole.  See  !  see  how  the  conflagration  rages,  spreads,  prevails  over  all ! 
The  forests  are  in  a  blaze,  and  the  mountains  are  wrapt  in  flame.  Cities, 
kingdoms,  continents,  sink  in  the  burning  deluge.  London,  Britain,  Europe, 
are  no  more.  Through  all  the  receptacles  of  water,  through  all  the  tracts  of 
land,  through  the  whole  extent  of  air,  nothing  is  discernible  but  one  vast, 
prodigious,  fiery  ruin. — Where  now  are  the  treasures  of  the  covetous  ?  where 
the  possessions  of  the  mighty  ?  where  the  delights  of  the  voluptuary  ?  How 
wise,  how  happy  are  they,  whose  portion  is  lodged  in  heavenly  mansions ! 
Their  '^  inheritance  is  incorruptible  and  undefiled;"  such  as  the  last  fire  cannot 
reach,  nor  the  dissolution  of  nature  impair. 

But  see !  the  azure  vault  cleaves ;  the  expanj^  of  heaven  is  rolled  back 
like  a  scroll ;  and  the  Judge,  the  Judge  appears !  "  He  cometh,"  cries  a 
mighty  seraph,  the  herald  of  his  approach,  "  he  cometh  to  judge  the  world 
in  righteousness,  and  minister  true  Judgment  unto  the  people !"  He  cometh, 
not  as  formerly  in  the  habit  of  a  servant^  but  clad  with  uncreated  glory,  and 
magnificently  attended  with  the  armies  of  heaven.    Angels  and  archangels 


m 

itand  before  liim,  and  ton  tlioiiaaiid  timea  ten  thivii-sand  of  tbosn  celestial 
pints  miniater  unto  Iiiro.  Behold  liim,  yo  faithful  followers  of  tlio  Lamb^ 
Litd  wonder  and  love !  Tliis  is  be  wbo  bore  ctll  your  iniquities  on  tbo  igno  ■ 
ninious  cross :  tbis  ib  he  who  fulfilled  all  nghteouaness  fur  tbe  justification 
if  yonr  persons. — Behold  bini,  ye  despisers  of  bis  grace,  and  wonder,  iind 
ipriah !  This  is  bo  whose  moreiful  ovortnres  you  have  contemned,  and  on 
vlioae  precious  blood  you  have  trampled. 

The  great  white  throne.  Rev.  xx.  1 1,  beyond  description  angiint  and  for- 
nidable,  is  erected.     The  King  of  heaven,  the   Lord  of  glory,  takes  his  seat 
the  dreadful  tribunal.      Slercy  on  his  right  band  displays  the  olive-brauoh 
f  peace,  and  holds  forth  the  crown  of  righteousness;  Juaticc  uu  bia  left  poisra 
he  impartial  scale,  and  unsbeatbcB  tbo  sword  of  vengeance :  while  wisdom 
nd  holiness,  brighter  than  ten  thousand  suns,  beam  in  his  divine  aspect, 
V^hat  are  all  tho  preceding  events  to  this  uew  scene  of  dignity  and  awe  }  • 
peals  of  thunder,  sounding  in  the  archangel's  irumpct ;    tho  blaze  of , 
ming  world,  and  the  strong  convulsions  of  expiring  notnre ;  the  uniuun- 
1   myriads  of  human  creatures,  starting   into  instantaneous  existence^. 
nd  thronging  tbe  astonished  skies ;  all  these  seem  familiar  incidents,  cora-i 
arcd  with  tbe  appearance  of  the  incarnate  Jebovah.     Amasomcnt,  more 
han  amazement,  is  all  around.     Terror  and  glory  unite  in  tbeir  extrcmesi. 
tlic  sight  of  his  majestic  eye,  from  the  insupportable  splendours  of  his  , 
,he  earth  itself,  and  the  very  "  bcavons,  flea  away,"  Kev.  xx.  11.    How  , 
len,  0  bow  shall  the  ungodly  stand !  stand  in  bis  angry  presi^nee,  nud  draw 
to  this  consuming  fire! 
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lirect  on  our  aide  as  his  word  can  make  hira ;  every- where  blazoning  the 
lefecta  of  our  own  righteousness,  every- where  extolling  the  perfect  obedience 
>f  our  Redeemei^s." 

**  Behold !"  says  the  everlasting  King,  "  I  lay  in  Zion,  for  a  foundation,  a 
stone ;  a  tried  stone,  a  precious  comer-stone,  a  sure  foundation :  lie  that 
believeth,  shall  not  make  haste,"  Isa.  xxviii.  16.  As  this  text  contains  so  noble  . 
a  display  of  our  Saviour  s  consummate  ability  for  his  great  work ;  as  it  is 
admirably  calculated  to  preserve  the  mind  from  distressing  fears,  and  to  settle 
it  in  a  steady  tranquillity ;  you  will  give  me  leave  to  touch  it  cursorily 
with  my  pen,  just  as  I  should  descant  upon  it  in  conversation,  was  I  now 
sitting  in  one  of  your  agreeable  arbours,  and  enjoying  your  more  agreeable 

company. 

How  beautiful  the  gradation !  how  lively  the  description  !  and  how  very 

important  the  practical  improvement ;  or,  I  might  say,  the  inscription,  which 

IB  engraven  on  this  wonderful   stone — "  Behold  !^^    Intended  to  rouse  and 

fix  our  most  attentive  regard.     The  God  of  heaven  speaks.     He  speaks,  and 

every  syllable  is  balm,  every  sentence  is  rich  with  consolation.     If  cver^ 

therefore,  we  have  ears  to  hear,  let  it  be  to  this  Speaker,  and  on   this 

occasion. 

"  A  stone." — Every  thing  else  is  sliding  sand,  is  yielding  air,  is  a  breaking 
bubble.  Wealth  will  prove  a  vain  shadow,  honour  an  empty  breath,  pleasure 
[  a  delusory  dream,  our  own  righteousness  a  spider's  web.  If  on  those  we 
rely,  disappointment  must  ensue,  and  shame  bo  inevitable.  Nothing  but 
Christ,  nothing  but  Christ,  can  stably  support  our  spiritual  interests,  and 
realise  our  expectations  of  true  happiness.  And,  blessed  bo  the  divine  good- 
ness!  he  is,  for  this  purpose,  not  a  stone  only,  but 

"  A  tried  stone." — ^Tried,  in  the  days  of  his  humanity,  by  all  the  vehe- 
mence of  temptations,  and  all  the  weight  of  afflictions  ;  yet,  like  gold  from 
the  furnace,  rendered  more  shining  and  illustrious  by  the  fiery  scrutiny. 
Tried,  under  the  capacity  of  a  Saviour,  by  millions  and  millions  of  depraved, 
wretched,  ruined  creatures,  who  have  always  found  him  perfectly  able,  and 
as  perfectly  willing,  to  expiate  the  most  enormous  guilt — to  deliver  from  the 
meet  inveterate  corruptions — and  save,  to  the  very  uttermost,  all  that  come 
I    onto  God  through  him. 

"  A    corner-stone." — Which    not  only  sustains,  but   unites   the   edifice, 

incorporating  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  believers  of  various  languages,  and 

manifold  denominations — here,  in  one  harmonious  bond  of  brotherly  love — 

hereafter,  in  one  common  participation  of  eternal  joy. 

I       "  A  precious  stone." — More  precious  than  rubies  ;  the  pearl  of  great  price, 

I     and  the  desire  of  all  nations. — Precious,  with  regard  to  the  divine  dignity  of 

his  person,  and  the  unequalled  excellency  of  his  mediatorial  offices.     In  these 

and  in  all  respects,  greater  than  Jonah — wiser  than  Solomon — fairer  than  all 

the  children  of  men — chiefest  among  ten  thousand — and  to  the  awakened 

anner,  or  enlightened  believer,  "  altogether  lovely,"  Cant.  v.  1 6. 

**  A  sure  foundation." — Such  as  no  pressure  can  shake  ;  equal,  more  than 
equal,  to  every  weight,  even  to  sin,  the  heaviest  load  in  the  world.     "  The 
Rock  of  Ages :"  such  as  never  has  failed,  never  will  fail,  those  humble  peni- 
i     tents  who  cast  their  burden  upon  the  Lord  Redeemer !  who  roll  *  all  their 

I  *  Roll, — ^This  is  the  exact  sense  of  the  sacred  phrase,  niM^  bvo^^  Psalm  xxii.  8  ;  xxxvii. 
5 ;  ProT.  xri  3.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  some  people  have  presumed  to  ceusure»  and 
Buny  HbtTO  been  shy  of  using,  this  bold  and  vigorous  metaphor  *.  ^whicVv  ne^^xXV^^Mk 


} 


gnilt,  and  fix  their  whole  hopes,  on  this  immoTeible  bans ;  or,  mm  the  o 
worda  ma.y  be  rendered,  "  a  foundation !  a  foundation  I"  Then  is 
spirit  of  vehcmcncy  in  tlie  sentence,  thus  understood.  It  speaks  the  Ui 
of  exultation,  and  cxprcsaeB  an  important  disooveiy.  That  which  mi 
infinitely  want ;  tliat  which  multitudes  seek,  and  find  not ;  it  is  here 
here !  This,  thia  is  the  foundation  for  their  pardon,  their  peace,  thdr  < 
felicity. 

"  Whosoever  Ivolieveth,"  though  pressed  with  adveraities,  or  sorround 
dangers,  "  shall  not  make  haste :"  but,  free  from  tumultuous  and  per^ 
thoughts,  preserved  from  raah  and  precipitate  steps,  he  shall  powtes  hi 
in  patience  ;  knowing  the  sufficiency  of  those  merits,  and  the  fidelity  o 
grace,  on  which  he  has  reposed  his  confidence,  shall  quietly,  and  withon 
turbation,  wait  for  an  expected  end.  And  not  only  amidst  the  perili 
disastrous  clianirca  of  life,  but  even  in  the  day  of  everlasting  judgment 
persons  shnll  stand  with  boldness.  They  shall  look  up  to  the  grand 
trator — look  round  on  all  the  solemnity  of  his  appearance — look  forwi 
the  unalterable  sentence — and  nether  feel  anxiety,  nor  fear  damnatiot 

Sncb,  ID  that  day  of  terrora,  ihall  be  wen 
To  face  the  tbnaden  with  a  godlike  mien. 
The  plaoeta  drop ;  their  thought!  are  fii'd  alioTe  : 
The  centre  ahakea  ;  Iheir  heaxti  diidain  to  more. 

This  portion  of  Scripture,  which  I  hope  will  both  delight  and  edif 
friend,  recalls  our  attention  to  the  subject  of  my  present  letter — to  thosi 
pitiatory  sufi'cringB,  and  that  justifying  righteousness,   which,  impnt< 
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pMpel  ?  St.  Paul  informs  us  :  ^^  Therein  the  righteousness  of  God  is  revealed 
horn  ikiih  to  £uth."  As  tliis  text  leads  us  into  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans ; 
Mi  this  epistle  is,  for  the  propriety  of  its  method,  as  well  as  for  the  importance 
if  its  doctrine,  singularly  excellent ;  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  examine  its  struc- 
tare,  and  inquire  into  its  design. 

The  apostle  writes  to  a  promiscuous  people,  who  had  been  converted 
paitly  from  Judaism,  partly  from  Gentilism.  His  aim  is,  to  strike  at  the 
ray  root  of  their  former  errors  respectively — to  turn  them  wholly  to  the 
mperabundant  grace  of  God,  and  establish  them  solely  on  the  all-sufiicieut 
PMiiti  of  Christ. 

.  The  Gentiles  were,  for  tlie  most  part,  grossly  ignorant  of  God,  and  stupidly 
pegiigent  of  invisible  interests.  If  any  among  them  had  a  sense  of  religion, 
fluir  virtues,  they  imagined,  were  meritorious  of  all  that  the  Deity  could 
licitow.  If  they  fell  into  sin,  sin  they  supposed  might  easily  be  obliterated 
'hf  vepentance,  or  compensated  by  a  train  of  sacrifices.  A  few  of  their  judi- 
cious sages  taught,  that  the  most  probable  means  of  securing  the  divine 
iivour,  was  a  sincere  reformation  of  life. 

The  Je¥r8,  it  is  well  known,  placed  a  mighty  dependence  on  their  affinity 
to  Abraham^  and  the  covenant  made  i?vnth  their  fathers ;  on  their  adherence 
to  the  letter  of  the  moral  law,  and  their  scrupulous  performance  of  ceremonial 
inititntions  : — Gentiles  and  Jews  agreeing  in  this  mistake,  that  they  looked 
^  the  pardon  of  guilt,  and  the  attainment  of  happiness,  from  some  services 
done,  or  some  qualities  acquired,  by  themselves. 

Against  these  errors  the  zealous  apostle  draws  his  pen.  He  enters  the  lists 
Kke  a  true  champion  of  Christ,  in  the  most  spirited  and  heroic  manner 
iBagiaable ;  "  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel  of  Christ ;"  for,  however  it 
may  be  deemed  foolishness  by  the  polite  Greeks,  or  prove  a  stumbling-block 
to  the  carnal  Jews,  "  it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,"  Rom.  i.  16;  it 
il  the  grand  instrument  which  he  has  ordained  for  this  blessed  purpose,  and 
which  he  will  certainly  crown  with  the  desired  success.  AVhencc  has  the 
pBpel  this  very  peculiar  power  ?  Because  therein  a  righteousness  is  revealed 
— « true  and  perfect  righteousness,  which  obliterates  all  guilt,  and  furnishes 
t  aoKd  title  to  eternal  life.  What  righteousness  is  this  ?  The  righteousness, 
loiof  man,  but  of  God ;  which  was  promised  by  God  in  the  Scriptures,  was 
■tiodaced  by  God  in  the  person  of  his  Son,  and,  on  account  of  its  consum- 
excellency,  is  both  acceptable  and  available  in  his  sight. 
This  righteousness  is  ^'  from  faith  to  faith,"  Rom.  i.  17;  held  forth,  as  it 
by  a  promising  God,  and  apprehended  by  a  believing  soul — who  first 
|.  (im  a  firm  assent  to  the  gospel,  then  cordially  accepts  its  blessings — from  a 
flODTiction  that  the  doctrine  is  true,  passes  to  a  persuasion  that  the  privileges 
[  lie  his  own.  When  this  is  effected,  a  foundation  is  laid  for  all  happiness  ; 
a  principle  is  wrought,  to  produce  all  holiness. 

fint  why  was  it  requisite  that  such  a  righteousness  should  be  provided  by 
God,  and  revealed  in  the  gospel  ?  Because  both  Gentile  and  Jew  neither 
poflKtted,  nor  could  attain,  any  righteousness  of  their  own  ;  and  this  right- 
conneas,  though  so  absolutely  necessary  for  their  fallen  state,  was  infinitely 

fmiDoto  from  all  human  apprehensions.  The  latter  assertion  is  self-evident ; 
4a former  is  particularly  demonstrated. — First,  with  regard  to  the  Gentiles: 
Ae  generality  of  whom  were  abandoned  to  the  most  scandalous  excesses ; 
aod  they  who  had  escaped  the  grosser  pollutions,  fell  short  in  the  duties  of 
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atuntl  rt^Ugion.  Next,  wit1i  repard  to  tliu  Jewa :  many  of  whom  lived  in 
pen  violation  of  tlio  external  coinninndincnt ;  and  not  one  of  them  acted 
,p  to  the  internal  purity  required  by  the  Hoetuc  precepts.  From  which 
iri-niiB('!>  thia  conclusion  ia  deduced — tliat  each  of  them  Iiad  tnLn«grc«sod  even 
licir  own  rule  of  action  ;  that  all  of  tlicm  were,  on  this  account,  utterly 
ie.\ciisable  :  therefore,  by  the  works  of  the  law,  whether  dictated  by  reoMni 
r  delivered  by  Atuses,  "  no  mortal  can  be  justified,"  Rom.  iii.  20,  in  the 
ight  of  (Jotl. 

Lest  .iny  sliould  imagine,  that  righteousnexs  may  l>e  obtained,  if  not  by  a 
onf[>rmity  to  the  Inw  uf  nature,  or  tlie  law  of  Moses,  yet  by  on  obaervadca 
f  evangelical  ordinances,  he  faj-ther  dedarcs,  that  rinners  are  justified  freely, 
rithout  any,  regard  to  their  own  endowments,  "  tlirough  the  redemption,  the 
ompletc  redemption,  of  Jesus  Christ,"  Rom.  iii.  24 ;  after  such  a  mannas 
iB  may  lay  them  low  in  humiliation,  even  while  it  exalts  them  to  the  king-  , 
lom  of  heaven ;  after  such  a  manner,  as  may  bring  life  and  salvation  to  I 
heir  souls,  while  all  the  glory  reverts  to  God  the  Father,  and  his  son  Jeani 
:'lirist. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  very  momentous  subject,  onr  sacred  dispntaot  - 
■emovcs  an  objection  which  is  as  common  as  it  is  pUnsibte.  "  Do  wo  make 
'oid  tlie  law  through  faith  ! "  Do  we  render  it  a  vain  institution,  mich  it 
levcr  has  been,  never  will  be,  fulfilled?  "God  forbid!"  This  were  ■ 
fiigraut  (lislinnoiir  to  the  divine  Legislator  and  his  holy  commandment; 
ratlicr  tlian  euuiiteiiaiiee.      On  the   coutrarr 
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odtum  he  aigaes  :  '*  Tliis  dootrino  is  as  true  as  it  is  comfortable.     It  agrees 
riilk  the  ezperitoce,  and  has  received  the  attestation  of  David.     When  ho 
peaks  of  the  blessed  and  happy  man,  he  describes  him,  not  as  an  innocent, 
at  gailtj  person ;  not  as  having  any  claim  to  the  divine  favour,  on  account 
r  deserving  performances,  or  recommending  properties ;  but  as  owing  all 
is  acoeptaace  to  that  sovereign  grace,  which  forgives  iniquities  and  blots  out 
n.     Such  is  the  case  with  regard  to  that  evangelical  justification  which  we 
reach ;  even  as  it  is  in  the  manner  of  its  vouchsafement  perfectly  similar  to  the 
lessedness  celebrated  by  the  Psalmist."     The  apostle's  eye  is  not  so  directly 
pon  the  nature   of  the   privilege,  as  upon  the  freeness  with  which  it  is 
ranted :  nor  can  any  infer  from  the  tenor  of  his  reasoning,  that  to  be  for- 
iven  is  the  same  as  to  be  justified ;  only  that    both  are  acts  of  infinitely 
cfa  mercy,  designed  for  sinners,  promised  to  sinners,  bestowed  on  sinners ; 
iio  have  nothing,  nothing  of  their  own,  either  to  boast  or  to  plead. 
Ih  the  fifth  chapter,  from  verse  the  twelfth  to  Uie  end,  the  sacred  penman 
amts  ont  the  cause,  and  explains  the  method  of  justification :  of  which  this 
the  snm — That  Christ,  in  pursuance  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  fulfilled  all 
ghteofosness  in  the  stead  of  his  people  :  that  this  righteousness  being  per- 
inned  lor  them,  is  imputed  to  them  :  that  by  virtue  of  this  gracious  impu- 
itioD  they  are  absolved  from  guilt  and  entitled  to  bliss ;  as  thoroughly 
bflolved,  and  as  fully  entitled,  as  if  in  their  own  persons  they  had  undergone 
tie  expiatory  sufferings  and  yielded  the   meritorious   obedience.     Lest   it 
bonld  seem  strange  in  the  opinion  of  a  Jew  or  a  Gentile,  to  hear  of  being 
utified  by  the   righteousness  of  another,  the  wary  apostle  urges  a  parallel 
IBP,  recorded  in  the  Jewish  revelation,  but  ratified  by  universal  experience*  ; 
amely,  our  being  condemned  for  the  unrighteousness  of  another.     In  this 
spect,  he  observes,  Adam  was  a  type  of  our  Lord,  or  "  a  figure  of  him 
lat  was  to  come,"  Rom.  v.  14.     The  relation  is  the  same,  but  the  effect   is 
ippily  reversed.     Adam  the  head  of  his  posterity ;  Christ  the  head  of  his 
Bople.     Adam's  sin  was  imputed  to  all  his  natural  descendants ;  Christ^s 
^hteousness  is  imputed  to  all  his  spiritual  offspring.     Adams's-  transgression 
ought  death  into  the  world,  and  aJl  our  woe;  Christ's  obedience  brings  life, 
td  all  our  happiness  t.     The  whole  closes  with  this  very  obvious  and  no  less 
sighty  inference :  "  Therefore,  as  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment  came 
•on  all  men  to  condemnation;  even  so,  by  the  righteousness  of  one,  the  free 
\  came  upon  all  men  unto  justification  of  life,"  Rom.  v.  18. 

I  do  not  recollect  any  other  similitude  which  the  apostle  so  minutely  sifts, 
d  so  copiously  unfolds.  He  explains  it,  he  applies  it,  he  resumes  it,  he 
rells  upon  it,  and  scarcely  knows  how  to  desist  from  it.     I  am  sure  you 

II  not  blame  me  if  I  imitate  the  sacred  author,  revert  to  the  subject,  and 
ote  another  passage  from  the  same  paragraph.  ''  Much  more  shall  they 
lo  receive  abundance  of  grace,  and  of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  reign  in  life 
one,  Jesus  Christ,"  Rom.  v.  17.  Here  I  am  ready  to  think  the  inspired 
iter  puts  a  difference  between  the  two  grand  blessings  purchased  by 
imanuel — ^remission  and  righteousness.  For  who  are  the  persons  which 
eive  abondance  of  grace  ?     They,  I  apprehend,  that,  having  sinned  much, 

By  the  pains  and  death  which  infants  in  every  nation  endure  ;  which  are  anquestion-  | 
'pnniahments,  and  to  which  they  are  doomed  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God. 
^  As  the  sin  of  Adam,**  says  Bengelins,  '*  without  any  concurrence  of  the  sins  whick 
mrselTes  respectively  commit,  occasioned  our  ruin ;  so  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
FBcted  from  all  conrideration  of  our  personal  obedience,  procures  our  recovery. 
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liave  miR-li  forjiivrn.  Wtio  arc  t1ie  poreona  whieli  receive  abundance  of  tite 
jlift  of  rigliti'iiit^ncsi!  i  Tlicy  lliat,  having  in  their  own  conduct  wroDgfa 
out  mmo  whiili  wiil  lirar  the  test  of  God's  itu]iartial  scrntiry,  have  oat 
placed  to  their  aci-ount  whitli  the  nll-«ccing  eye  of  Heaven  approvee.  How- 
fvcr,  whither  thi'  distinction  I  liave  VLiitured  to  propose  be  fanciful  or 
guhstantial,  of  thin  I  am  iHTsiiadi'ii.  that  tlip  gift  of  rigliteouancss*  mnat 
hifinify  a  rifrhtccin>-ne!is  not  'iriginally  their  own.  bnt  another's;  not  wht 
tin  y  tliiiiisilve*  have  acquired,  but  what  was  fulfilled  by  tlicir  Surety ;  uj 
i«.  by  an  ai't  nf  lieavc^nlv  indiilip^nee,  consigned  over  to  tliem,  .Acciirdinglf 
it  is  reiircs-ciilcd,  imt  uh  a  worli,  but  as  a  gift  ;  and  those  who  arc  intemttd 
in  it  are  f-lylcl.  net  workcTs.  bnt  rceeiver^". 

I  sbimhl  but  faintly  eo]iy  the  apoctolic  example,  if  I  did  not  once  a-aiii  ■ 
avail  uiysetf  of  this  important  topic.  Suffer  inc,  therefore,  to  transcribe  not 
more  verse  from  this  admirable  chapter.  "As  by  the  disobedience  uf  unc 
man,  many  were  ma'li'  siimors  ;  so,  by  the  oliedirnee  of  one,  slial)  manylit 
made  rijihteiius,"  Knui,  v.  19.  The  "disobedience  of 'one,"  U  tlic  dii- 
ohediente  uf  Adim,  hi^'  actual  trtinsgn-ssion  of  tlic  divine  law,  Heivbv 
"  many  were  luaik'  sinni'rs  ;"  sinners  in  such  a  sense  as  to  Ix^eome  obnoxioot 
niito  ec)iicK.uuiatiou  ami  ileatli.  All  this,  I  tliink.  is,  from  the  apootle'<(  owi 
v-cirils,  in.lisjuitalih'.  Aiid  if  we  would  pn-scnc  the  jiropriety  of  his  anti- 
thesis, or  tb.>  fori'c  uf  bis  n>asoning,  wo  must  allow,  that  the  obedience  nf  nne 
is  the  ubeiliciiee  of  Clirist;  his  actual  and  complete  performance  of  the  whole 
law.      Hereby  "  m:iuy  arr  made  righteous;"  righteous  in  such  a  sense,  as  to 
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le  sentences  distinct,  and  makes  a  very  natural  introduction  for  the  following 
laosp,  whero  the  persons  interested  in  this  privilege  are  described  by  their 
nits,  ^^  who  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  tlie  Spirit;"  implying,  that 
ratification  and  sanctification  arc,  like  the  ever-corresponding  motion  of  our 
yes,  inseparable  concomitants ;  and  we  vainly  pretend  to  the  former,  if  we 
ontinue  destitute  of  the  latter. 

We  have  produced  positive  proofs  of  our  doctrine :  we  have  heard  an 
ipostle  declaring  the  assured  happiness  and  complete  justification  of  true 
lelievers :  let  us  now  observe  the  same  sagacious  judge  of  men  and  things 
liaeovering  the  danger  of  those  self-justiciaries  who  reject  the  Redeemer  s 
righteousness. 

He  is  filled  with  the  darkest  apprehensions  concerning  his  brethren  the 
Jews.  He  is  impressed  with  melancholy  presages  relating  to  their  eternal 
itate,  Rom.  ix.  2.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  tender  solicitude  ?  Had  they 
Bast  off  all  religion,  and  given  themselves  over  to  gross  immoralities  ?  On 
Hk  contrary,  they  were  worshippers  of  the  true  Grod ;  and  had,  in  their  way, 
Mi  only  a  regard,  but  a  zeal  for  his  honour,  Rom.  x.  2.  Wherefore,  then, 
docs  this  compassionate  father  in  Israel  feel  the  same  trembling  uneasiness 
for  his  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh,  as  Eli  felt  for  the  endangered  ark  ? 
Himself  assigns  the  reason  :  because  *'*'  they,  being  ignorant  of  God  s  right- 
eousness, and  going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  have  not 
sobmittcd  themselves  to  the  righteousness  of  God,"  Rom.  x.  3.  Not  know- 
ing that  immaculate  holiness,  which  the  perfect  nature,  and  equally  perfect 
law  of  the  most  high  God  require ;  being  wilfully  ignorant  of  that  consum- 
Biite  obedience  which  an  incarnate  God  vouchsafed  to  perform  for  the  justi- 
fication of  his  people ;  they  sedulously,  but  foolishly,  endeavoured  to  esta- 
blish their  own  righteousness ;  to  make  it,  scanty  and  decrepit  as  it  was,  the 
basis  of  their  hopes.  Thus  were  they  resting  their  everlasting  all  on  a 
bottom,  not  precarious  only,  but  irreparably  ruinous.  A  boundless  eternity 
the  fabric !  yet  they  build  (wonder,  O  heavens  !)  on  the  foam  of  the  waters  ! 
ind  (which  added  stubbornness  to  their  folly)  in  avowed  contempt  of  that 
itiong  and  sure  foundation  laid  by  God's  own  hand  in  Zion.  For  this  the 
good  apostle  was  afilicted  with  "great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow." 
For  this  he  made  the  prophet's  pathetic  complaint  his  own ,  "  O  that  my 
head  were  waters,  and  my  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  bewail 
lay  and  night,"  (Jer.  ix.  1,)  the  incorrigible  perverseness  of  my  people ! 
'For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils:"  in  not  thankfully  submitting 
0  the  righteousness  of  God,  "they  have  forsaken  the  fountain  of  living 
raters ;"  in  attempting  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  "they  have 
«wed  themselves  out  cisterns,  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold  no  water," 
er.  ii.  13. 

Having  showed  their  fatal  error,  he  strengthens  his  representation,  by 
iiq>laying  the  happy  success  of  the  Gentiles.     "  What  shall  we  say  then  ?" 
Tiis,  however  improbable  it  may  seem,  we  confidently  affirm,  "  That  the 
lentiles,  who  followed  not  after  righteousness,"  who  had  no  knowledge  of  it, 
ad  no  eoncem.about  it ;  even  they  "  have  attained  to  righteousness.^^     Strang( 
nertion !  how  is  this  possible  ?     Doubtless,  the  righteousness  which  thfl| 
ttained  could  not  be  any  personal  righteousness.     Of  this  they  were  totaU 
estttnte.     Instead  of  practising  moral  virtues,  or  religious  duties,  they  w6ll 
nmcrsed  in  sensuality,  and  abandoned  to  idolatry.    It  mxifit  tVv^T^^^t^ 
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tlic  fvangi'liciil.  till'  impiiti'il  riprliti'oit^csB,  "  even  tliat  whivh  was  wrongl 
bv  fliriHt,  iiml  is  rcci'lvfil  by  faitli." 

iHTact,  ill  tliu  iiieiin  tiiiii'.  the  nominal  Israel,  who  witli  girat  prrirneKn 
to  eanctiti',  ami  many  ccistly  <ihlatiouts  "  followed  after  tlie  law  of  rightcvni 
ness,  liatli  not  attaim.il  tu  tlie  law  of  ligliteousness."  Attainted  !  tl)<-y  bin 
<l<>rie  nritliing  1<«m.  Thoy  an;  fallen  vastly  Mtiort  of  it ;  they  arc  pronooiutd 
piilty  liy  it;  they  otund  conilemnud  before  it'.  Wherefore  did  thpyn 
j!ni^1r  niistaku,  and  »i  •^nL-vonsW  luiMarry  ?  Because  tlicy  forsook  tlicfmd 
old  way,  hi  which  Abrnliaiii,  David,  and  tlicir  pions  aim<stors  walked,  'tbtf 
ftdupU'd  a  new  Hclii'inc;  and  wonid  fain  liavo  eid)^!tuted  their  own.  tnstnd 
of  rulvinj;  on  a  Saviimr'-'  ri;.'litt'0U3ne«.  'flu-v  fmiifrht  for  jiit<ti6cati{in.  mt 
by  failh,  but  IIS  it  w,r  by  ll'ic  works  of  tlic  Liw,"  Itom.  ix.  30.  31,  32.  A 
irii'thoil  "liicli  tbi^ir  fntbtTH  knew  not ;  wliieh  tlieir  God  ordained  not ;  isd 
which  jiriAcil,  iH  it  iil\v;iy»  will  prove,  not  only  abortive  bnt  desitmctive.  At 
tliif  stono  they  stnnibled  ;  on  this  rm-k  ttiey  split.  I>4  their  rnin  be  a  vnj- 
mark,  and  tin-  ajiosfle's  oliM-n'ation  n  li^dit-Imnae  to  my  Tlieron. 

(bir /eidons  writ<-r  trii-s  every  expedient :  he  niingleii  hope  with  tenor, 
ilavin;;  pointed  out  tile  roek  on  whi<rh  the  Ii<raclilea  mitlered  shipwnvk,  ha 
diret-ts  MS  tu  tlic  liaii  n  in  whieh  siniLers  may  east  anchor  and  find  sad+r. 
lie  j'ivi'^  lis  a  fiiio  di'H.'ri|rtivc  view  of  the  Christian's  cmnpli'tc  happintm 
lie  opens  (if  I  niiiy  cuntiiiiii;  tlie  ini'taphur)  a  tnv  and  am]>h'  port  for  jH'ri^ 
ini;  Willis;  nut  fonni'U  by  ii  neck  of  land  or  a.  ridnic  of  ni(iiint.iin3,  bnt  hy  ■ 
mafiiiificfnt  tlinin  of  spiriliia!  blessings;  all  proi-cfdiug from,  aud  terminntii^ 
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[ain,  and  endued  with  a  living  principle  of  holiness.  ^'  Yo  are  justified  ;" 
Htored  to  a  state  of  acceptance  with  Ood,  and  invested  with  a  title  to  eter- 
•I  glory.  AH  which  inestimable  prerogatives  ore  conferred  upon  the  true 
Ipfierer,  ^*  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ;"  in  consideration  of  his  aton- 
pg  blood  and  meritorious  righteousness.  ''By  the  Spirit  of  our  God;"  through 
htt  eflicacy  of  his  operation,  revealing  Christ,  and  working  faith  in  the 

gentlemen  have  talked  of  a  new  remedial  law ;  whereas  the  apostle 
^'  that  Christ  is  the  end  of  the"  old,  the  unalterable,  the  Mosaic 
IT,  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  belie veth,"  Kom.  x.  4.  Follow 
conrse  of  a  river,  it  will  constantly  lead  you  to  the  ocean.  Trace  the 
of  the  body,  they  invariably  unite  in  the  heart.  Mark  likewise  the  tend- 
of  the  law ;  it  no  less  constantly  and  invariably  conducts  you  to  Christ, 
the  centre  of  its  views,  and  the  consummation  of  its  demands.  The  moral 
aims  at  discovering  our  guilt,  and  demonstratiog  our  inexpressible  need 
a  Saviour.  The  ceremonial  points  him  out  as  suffering  in  our  stead, 
reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  purging  away  every  defilement  with 
hkMxL  They  both  direct  the  wretched  transgressor  to  renounce  himself, 
fly  to  the  Redeemer,  who  alone  has  paid  that  perfect  obedience,  and 
i  in  that  everlasting  righteousness,  which  tlio  sinner  wants,  and  the 
esEacts  ;  who  is  therefore  the  only  proper  accomplishment  of  the  one,  and 
Qolj  suitable  supply  for  the  other. 
What  is  the  grand  design  of  the  whole  Scriptures  ?  St.  Paul,  displaying 
sublime  origin,  and  enumerating  the  gracious  purposes  they  arc  intended 
writes  thus :  ''  All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  Cod ;  and  is 
Imfitable  for  doctrine,"  to  declare  and  establish  religious  tnith ;  ''  for 
iBproo^"  to  convince  of  sin,  and  to  refute  error ;  "  for  *  correction,"  or  reno- 
lation  of  the  heart,  and  reformation  of  the  life ;  ^'  for  instruction  in  righteous- 
iBB)"  in  that  righteousness  which  could  never  have  been  learned  from  any 
Aer  book,  and  in  which  alone  sinful  men  may  appear  with  comfort  before 
hai  God. 

We  have  seen  the  principal  scope  of  the  law,  hud  the  leading  design  of  the 

Scriptures ;  let  us  add  one  inquiry  more.     What  is  the  chief  office  of  the 

H^iirii  ?     If  all  these  coincide,  and  imiformly  terminate  in  the  imputed  right- 

RNuness  of  Christ,  we  have  a  confinnation  of  its  reality  and  excellence,  great 

n  man  can  desire,  I  had  almost  said,  great  as  God  can  impart.     What  says 

Lord  upon  this  point  ?     '^  When  he,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  is  come,  he  shall 

ivincef  the  world  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment.    Of  sin,  because 

ttcy  believe  not  on  me ;  of  righteousness,  because  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  ye 

■as  mo  no  more ;  of  judgment,  because  the  prince  of  this  world  is  judged," 

Jflki  zvi.  8 — 11.     Is  it  possible  for  words  to  be  more  weighty  and  compre- 

hnrivB  ?     Here  is  a  summary  of  Christian  faith  and  of  Christian  holiness. 

Kot  that  superficial  holiness  which  is  patched  up  of  devotional  forms,  and 

goes  no  farther  than  external  performances ;    but  that  which  is  vital,  and 

ipiings  from  the  heart ;  consists  in  power,  not  in  mere  profession ;  whose 

*  2  Tim.  iii.  16.     ll^of  tTetf*^^^^!** 
t  "  Heihall  conviace/*  seems  to  be  the  most  proper  translation  of  iXiy^u,  as  it  implies 
the  sure  success  which  attends  the  operation  of  the  divine  Spirit.     Man  may  reprove,  and 
M  eoDvictioD  ensue,  whereas  that  Almighty  Agent  not  only  reproves,  but  reproves  with 
power;  30  ms  to  determine  the  judgment  and  sway  the  atfeolioua. 
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iiTftiK,  if  not  of  iiiea  who  are  smitten  with  pompous  uutaido,  ia  aura  to  b«  «j 
Grod,  who  distingiiisliee  tlie  things  wliicb  are  (fSi-vUeut.  -i 

"  He  shall  convince  tlic  world  of  mn,"  of  original  and  actual  ain,  the  siii  d 
their  nature,  ns  well  aa  the  sin  of  thcit  life  ;  the  sin  uf  thcEr  bent  derdik  at 
leas  than  their  criminal  commissions  and  blaincahle  uniiwions.  Abov*  aH,  fl 
their  sinning  against  the  sovert-igr,  the  only  remedy  by  unbt-ltvf ;  "  hooUH 
they  belicvv  not  on  me."  He  sliaU  tou-vinee  "of  rightwiusHiBS  ;'"  of  the  diUM 
Redt'OHier'd  riglitcousni-eit,  which  the  foregoing  conviction  must  rcndrr  pNW 
liarly  welcome  ;  convince  thcin,  that  it  was  wrought  out  in  bt-half  of  liiwhi 
dient  and  defective  mortals;  that  it  is  absolutely  perfect,  and  sufltritvtto 
justify  even  the  most  ungodly.  Of  oil  which  an  inconl«stab)i.-  proof  1*  gifM^ 
by  his  resurrection  from  tho  dead,  his  triumphant  aA:cnsion  into  heaven,  lai 
sitting  ot  tho  right  hand  of  his  Father:  "Because  I  go  to  my  Father,  and  jn 
see  me  no  more."  He  shall  convince  "  of  judgment."  Tlioec  who  arw  hva 
bled  under  a  sense  of  guilt,  and  justiBed  through  an  imputcil  rightcousMi^ 
shall  be  taught  by  happy  experience,  that  the  prince  of  tlits  world  is  en 
demned  and  dethroned  in  their  hearts  ;  that  their  soub  an;  rescned  from  ti 
tyranny  of  Satan,  are  made  victorious  over  tlieir  corruptions,  and  rutforedk 
the  liberty,  the  glorious  liberty,  of  the  children  of  God, 

You  wonder,  perhaps,  that  I  havt;  nut  strengthened  my  miiSB  by  ■ 
quotation  from  the  epistle  to  the  Galatiuos.  What  I  dt«ign,  iny  dl 
Thoron,  is  not  to  accumulate, but  to  seluct  argiimenta.  However,  titati  m 
not  disappoint  an  ex]icctation  so  rcaaonabltf,  1  proceed  to  lay  before  yovi 
very  nervous  passage  fnmi  that  masterly  piece  of  sncred  cuntroverMy.     Oa^ 
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m  pemuuiion,  that  hy  ^^  the  works  of  the  law/'*  by  sincere  obedience,  or 
npBonal  holiness,  '^  no  man  living  has  been,  and  no  man  living  can  be  justi- 
Bd  before  Qod." 

Are  you  tired,  Theron  ?  have  I  fatigued  your  attention  instead  of  convinc- 
i|^  your  judgment  ?  I  will  not  harbour  such  a  suspicion.  It  is  pleasing  to 
eaveiee  with  those  who  have  travelled  into  foreign  countries,  and  seen  the 
vonders  of  creation.  We  hearken  to  their  narratives  with  delight.  Every 
WW  adventure  whets  our  curiosity,  rather  than  palls  our  appetite.  Must  it 
Hi  then  afford  a  more  sublime  satisfaction  to  be  entertained  with  the  dis- 
comses  of  a  person,  who  had  not,  indeed,  sailed  round  the  world,  but  made  a 
JBimey  to  the  third  heavens  ?  who  had  been  admitted  into  the  paradise  of 
Aid,  and  heard  things  of  infinite  importance  and  unutterable  dignity  ?  This 
the  privilege  of  that  incomparable  man,  whose  observations  and  dis- 
1  have  been  presenting  to  my  friend.  And  I  promise  myself  he  will 
-nil  complain  of  weariness,  if  I  enrich  my  epistle  with  one  or  two  more  of 
'llMe  glorious  truths. 

*^  God  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might " 
iMt  be  put  into  a  capacity  of  acquiring  a  righteousness  of  our  own,  but 
C**  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him,"  2  Cor.  v.  21.  In  this  text  the 
I^Dible  imputation  of  our  sin  to  Christ,  and  of  Christ's  righteousness  to  us, 
I iimost  emphatically  taught  and  most  charmingly  contrasted.  Most  emphati- 
^aily  taught :  for  we  are  said,  not  barely  to  be  righteous,  but  to  be  made 
fi^teousness  itself:  and  not  righteousness  only,  but  (which  is  the  utmost 
tkat  language  can  reach)  the  righteousness  of  God.  Most  charmingly  con- 
'  tnuled  :  for  one  cannot  but  ask,  In  what  manner  Christ  was  made  sin  ?  In 
tlie  very  same  manner  we  are  made  righteousness*  Christ  knew  no  actual 
m ;  yet,  upon  his  mediatorial  interposition  on  our  behalf,  he  was  treated  by 
divine  justice  as  a  sinful  person.  We  likewise  are  destitute  of  all  legal  right- 
eouniess,  y^t,  upon  our  receiving  Christ,  and  believing  in  his  name,  we  are 
legarded  by  the  divine  Majesty  as  righteous  creatures.  This,  therefore,  can- 
not, in  either  case,  be  intrinsically,  but  must  be,  in  both  instances,  imputa- 
tively.  Gracious,  divinely  gracious  exchange  !  pregnant  with  amazing  good- 
QeflA,  and  rich  with  inestimable  benefits.  Tlie  incessant  triumph  of  the  strong, 
and  sovereign  consolation  of  the  weak  believer. 

Cease  your  exultation,  cries  one,  and  come  down  from  your  altitudes.  Tlie 
term  uaed  in  this  verso  denotes,  not  so  properly  sin,  as  an  offering  for  sin. — 
This  is  a  mere  supposal,  which  I  may  as  reasonably  deny  as  another  affirm  ; 
the  word  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  the  former  signification  than 

the  latter ;  and  since,  by  giving  it  the  latter  signification  in  the  passage 
before  ua,  we  very  much  impair,  if  not  totally  destroy,  the  apostle's  beautiful 
iBtitheeis. 

However,  not  to  contend,  but  to  allow  the  remark ;  I  borrow  my  reply 
from  a  brave  old  champion  *  for  the  truths  of  the  gospel :  "  This  text,"  says 
he,  **  invincibly  proveth,  that  we  are  not  justified  in  God's  sight  by  riglitcous- 
nefls  inherent  in  us,  but  by  the  righteousness  of  Christ  imputed  to  us  through 
finith."  After  which  he  adds,  what  I  make  my  answer  to  the  objection, 
**  That  Clirist  was  made  sin  for  us,  because  he  was  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  wf 

*  Sec  Dr.  Folk's  annotation  on  the  place,  in  that  valuable  piece  of  ancient  controverf 
and  criticism,  *'  The  Examination  of  the  Rhemish  Testament*'  Would  the  young  studei 
be  taught  to  discoTcr  the  very  sinews  of  Popery,  and  be  enabled  to  gv^e  axv  efcclw^l  b\fl 
to  that  cmDpUctttioD  of  errors,  I  scarce  know  a  treatise  better  i-a\cu\al<'.d  tot  vVe  v^t^^tA 


must  oonfeffi ;  but  tlieroforo  wna  ho  a  aamfice  for  ain,  because  our 
iRiptitcd  to  him,  aiid  punislitxl  iu  liim."  The  poor  delinqui-nU  nnd^c  (Jw 
Mosaic  dispensation,  who  brouglit  their  ^n-offering  to  the  altu  of  tbe  Lorf, 
yrvra  directed  to  lay  their  hand  on  the  devoted  beast  i  aignifying,  by  thii 
Tua,ge,  the  transferring  of  guilt  from  the  offerer  to  the  eocrilicp.  ConfonoaUf 
to  the  import  of  this  ceremoDy,  Clirist  asaunied  our  demerit;  like  a  trait  pit. 
Oular  victim,  suffered  the  punishment  which  we  bod  deserved ;  and  whiah, . 
vrithout  aiich  n  eemmutatiou,  we  must  have  uadergone.  So  that  onr  Lordi , 
being  made  a  Btn-offering  for  ue,  does  by  no  means  invalidato,  but  very  mudi  < 
confirm  our  doctrine.  It  ncceasarily  implies  the  tranBlatiou  of  uur  luii^uity  U  • 
his  peiBOQ,  and,  on  the  principlee  of  analogy,  must  infer  the  impiitaUon  of  hit  < 
righteousness  to  our  souls.  ' 

One  passage  more  permit  me  to  transcribe  into  my  papor,  and,  at  the  name  ' 
tiino,  to  wish  that  it  may  be  written  on  botli  our  hoarta ;  written  not  wiii  j 
fnlE  and  pen,  no,  nor  with  thti  point  of  a  dininond,  but  witli  tht-  tiugcr  of  th« 
Bving  God.  "  Yea,  doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  fur  the  exctl* 
leney  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord ;  for  whom  I  have  sufieml 
the  loss  of  all  things,  and  do  count  thom  but  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chmt, 
md  be  found  in  hiiu ;  not  having  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  Uw, 
but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousnt-ss  which  iatf 
Gk>d  through  dith,"  Phil.  iii.B,  9. 

Be  pleased  to  observe,  that  in  tliis  confession  of  faith,  and  with  reforeiiM  to 
thu  cose  of  ju«ti(ientiou,  the  npostjc  renounces  nil  thu^o  rn^ta  cf  supposed  right- 
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You  will  ask,  If  he  rejects  all  his  own  righteousness,  on  what  are  his  hopes 
fixed  ?      On  a  foundation,  extensive  as  the  obedience  of  the  Redeemer''8  life 
and  dciatb,  unshaken  as  the  dignity  of  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead.  Tliey 
Bxe  fixed  on  ^^  tho  righteousness  which  is  of  God ;"  the  righteousness  which 
Ood  the  Father,  in  unsearchable  wisdom,  provided ;  and  which  God  the  Son, 
in  unutterable  goodness,  wrought.     Do  you  inquire  how  he  carae  to  be 
invested  with  his  righteousness  ?      The  answer  is  ready  and  satisfactory.     It 
w&B  by  the  application  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and  the  instrumentality  of  faith. 
Lest  any  should  imagine  that  this  faith  might  be  substituted  instead  of  his 
own  obedience  to  the  law,  he  puts  an  apparent  difference  between  the  right- 
eousness which  justifies,  and  the  faith  by  which  it  is  received ;  not  the 
righteousness  which  consists  in,  but  is  '^  through,  the  faith  of  Christ."     To 
ihow  the  great  importance  of  this  distinction,  how  earnestly  ho  insisted  upon 
it  as  a  preacher,  how  much  it  tended  to  his  consolation  as  a  Christian,  ho 
npeats  the  sentiment,  he  reinculcates  the  doctrine,  ^^  the  righteousness  which 
ii  of  God  by  faith." 

Will  you  now,  Theron,  or  shall  I,  poor  unprofitable  creatures,  presume  to 
idy  on  any  performances  or  any  accomplishments  of  our  own,  when  that  dis- 
tmgnished  saint, — a  perfect  prodigy  of  gifts,  of  graces,  and  of  zeal, — inde- 
lUigable  in  labours,  unconquerable  by  afflictions,  and  of  whose  usefulness 
there  is  neither  measure  nor  end ; — when  he  denies  himself  in  every  view, 
depreciates  all,  disavows  all,  and  makes  mention  of  nothing  but  the  incom- 
pinble  righteousness  of  his  ''  obedient,  dying,  interceding  Saviour  ?  " 

What  shall  I  say  more  ?  Shall  I  attempt  to  play  the  rhetorician,  and  bor- 
row the  insinuating  arts  of  persuasion  ?  This,  after  all  the  cogent  testimonies 
produoed,  and  all  the  great  authorities  urged,  would  be  a  needless  parade. 
When  our  pen  is  a  sunbeam,  there  is  but  little  occasion  to  dip  it  in  oil. 
Instead  of  such  an  attempt,  give  me  leave  to  make  a  frank  and  honest  con- 
Ron«  I  would  conceal  nothing  from  my  friend.  lie  should  have  a  sash  to 
my  breast,  throw  it  up  at  his  pleasure,  and  sec  all  that  passes  within. 
Though  I  never  had  any  temptation  to  that  pernicious  set  of  errors,  which 
passes  under  the  character  of  Socinianism,  yet  I  had  many  scarchings  of  heart, 
and  much  solicitous  inquiry,  how  £&r  wo  arc  indebted  to  Christ's  active  right- 
eouancfls.  Thoroughly  persuaded,  that  ^'  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
save  that  which  is  laid,  even  Jesus  Christ,"  1  Cor.  iii.  1 1 ;  and  that  '^  there  is 
no  other  name  given  under  heaven,  whereby  men  can  be  saved/'  Acts  iv.  12  ; 
yet,  whether  we  were  not  to  confine  our  believing  regards  to  a  dying  Saviour, 
was  matter  of  considerable  doubt.  At  first,  I  was  inclined  to  acquiesce  in  the 
affinnative.  After  long  consideration  and  many  prayers,  my  faith  fixed  upon 
the  whole  of  Christ's  mediatorial  undertaking ;  which  begun  in  his  spon- 
fneoos  sabnussion  to  the  law,  was  carried  on  through  all  his  meritorious  life, 
and  issoed  in  his  atoning  death.  This  is  now  the  basis  of  my  confidence,  and 
the  hnlwariL  of  my  happiness.  Hither  I  fly ;  here  I  rest ;  as  the  dove,  after 
her  wearisome  and  fruitless  rovings,  returned  to  Noali,  and  rested  in  the 
ark. 

Thife  scheme  first  recommended  itself  to  my  affections,  as  making  the  most 
ample  proTision  for  the  security  and  repose  of  a  guilty  conscience  ;  which, 
when  alarmed  by  the  accusations  of  sin,  is  very  apprehensive  of  its  condition ; 
and  will  not  he  comforted,  till  every  scruple  is  satisfied,  and  all  the  obstruc- 
tions to  its  peace  are  removed.      Thus  I  reasoned  wit\\  myocV^  \  ^''  TV\q>3^ 
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tlicro  ia  uniloiil)tudly'  snmotliing  tu  be  said  for  tlie  other  aide  of  ttie  question, 
yet  tliia  in  evidfiitly  tliu  sufist  nietliod.  And  in  an  aftair  of  infinite  conee- 
tjutuci-,  wlio  wniilii  not  prifcr  tlie  safist  rx])cdient  ?  Sliotild  the  rightconi- 
ncss  of  J<-siis  Cliriut  be  inilispcnsjibly  rei^uiaito  as  a.  wedding-ganncnt,  wh« 
n-ill  they  ilo,  w]|[>n  the  ;;rcut  inmioTtal  King  »ppcars,  who  bavc  refused  to 
aen-pt  it  ?  wbcroos,  i^liotild  it  not  prove  no  absolutely  necciwiiry,  yet  sndi  t 
d(']K-ii'U'nce  onn  never  ubstrni't  our  salvation.  It  can  never  l>c  charged  upon 
na  as  an  iirticio  of  einitiiiiiuey  or  perversi-neifs,  that  wc  thought  too  meanly  of 
our  <i»*ii.  trill  iiia^rnifiri'ntly  of  our  Lord'H  obedience,  i^  that,  let  the  die  tun 
either  iv:iy,  wv  iire  ixpn^oil  to  no  hnzarJ.  Tliis  scheme  tn.kt«  in  all  that  lb« 
othiT  systi'ins  c-niiijinlifiLil,  iiml  abundantly  more.  In  this  I  find  no  defwt, 
iu>  \h\v.  nil  -<!i;t(ic>w  i.r  inr-iirticiuncy.  It  is  somewhat  like  the  perfect  culw, 
it  may  fall,  is  ^^u^e  to  settle 


U]" 


,  its  lin-r.      Su|iiH)!^iii;;,  the: 


lilihri 


i-iTV  ju:-(ly  tuni  till 


'  I'xiimination 
>n.il  elm 


t,  the: 


iinjHirtant  beam  xliould  bang  in 
le  circuui^tauces  east  into  the  erale. 


n  of  the  subjeet  I  perceived,  that  thie  it 
enforeeil  by  the  attestation  of  ont 
I  all  ages  tbu  consolation  of  the  most  cmiiKot 
S!iiiit» :  tlint  it  IS  tlie  u'emiiiic  setsu  uf  Suriptiirc,  and  not  some  inferior  or 
Hiilxinliiiati!  p'lhit,  iiiriilL'iit;illy  touched  upon  hy  the  inspired  writers,  bnt  tbe 
sum  ami  :sii1i-<t!iiie('  of  their  heavi-uly  message;  that  wliieh  eonstitutct tlie 
vit;i!s  <it  their  svatom,  ftiiJ  is  the  very  soul  of  their  religion.     On  whidk 
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be  eye  that  glances  through  immensity,  and  penetrates  the  recesses  of  the 
leart ;  let  that  holy  and  omniscient  eve  examine  our  temper,  and  sift  our 
onduct.  We  are  bold  to  risk  our  souls,  and  all  their  immortal  interest?,  on 
he  iasne  of  such  a  scrutiny  ?" 

Perhaps  your  mind  is  impressed  with  this  solemn  scene,  and  your  thoughts 
scoil  at  such  daring  presumption.  If  so,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to 
inthdxaw,  and  leave  you  to  your  own  meditations.  At  such  moments  to 
ibtrude  on  your  company,  would  render  me  the  troublesome  and  officious, 
rather  than  the  respectful  and  affectionate  Aspasio. 


Letter  VI. — Theron  to  Aspasio. 


Drar  Aspasio, — ^Tlie  last  evening  was  one  of  the  finest  I  ever  saw. 
According  to  my  custom,  I  made  an  excursion  into  the  open  fields,  and 
wanted  nothing  to  complete  the  satisfaction  but  my  friend's  company.  I 
eoold  not  but  observe  how  much  your  improving  conversation  heightened  the 
cktrms  of  nature.  When  religion  applied  philosophy,  everything  was 
iMtmctive  as  well  as  pleasing.  Not  a  breeze  swept  over  the  plains,  to  clear 
tiie  sky  and  cool  the  air,  but  it  tended  also  to  disperse  our  doubts,  and  enliven 
oar  faith  in  the  supreme  all-sufficient  Good.  Not  a  cloud  tinged  the  firma- 
ment with  radiant  colours,  or  amused  the  sight  with  romantic  shapes,  but  we 
beheld  a  picture  of  the  present  world — of  its  fading  acquisitions  and  fantastic 
joys — ^in  the  mimic  forms  and  the  transitory  scene.  Even  the  weakest  of  the 
insect  tribe,  that  skim  the  air  in  sportive  silence,  addressed  us  with  the 
itroDgest  incitements,  and  gave  us  the  loudest  calls  to  be  active  in  our  day, 
ind  useful  in  our  generation.      They  cried,  at  least  when  you  lent  them  your 

tongue, 

Such  is  vain  life,  an  idle  flight  of  days, 
A  still  delusive  round  of  sickly  joys  ; 
A  scene  of  little  cares,  and  trifling  passions, 
If  not  ennobled  by  the  deeds  of  virtue. 

How  often,  at  the  approach  of  sober  eve,  have  we  stole  aloug  the  cloisters 
of  A  sequestered  bower,  attentive  to  the  tale  of  some  querulous  current,  that 
teemed  to  be  struck  with  horror  at  the  awful  gloom,  and  complained  with 
heavier  murmurs,  as  it  passed  under  the  blackening^  shades,  and  along  the 
iwt-ohetructcd  channel !  Or  else,  far  from  the  babbling  brook,  and  softly 
tRtding  the  grassy  path,  we  listened  to  the  nightingale's  song ;  while  every 
gile  hdd  its  breath,  and  all  the  leaves  forbore  their  motion,  that  they  might 
neither  drown  nor  interrupt  the  melodious  wo.  From  both  which  pensive 
ibiins,  you  endeavoured  to  temper  and  chastise  the  exuberant  gaiety  of  my 
spirits.  You  convinced  me  that  true  joy  is  a  serious  thing ;  is  the  child  of 
•edtte  thought,  not  the  spawn  of  intemperate  mirth ;  nursed,  not  by  the 
nifies  of  dissolute  merriment,  but  by  the  exercise  of  serene  contemplation. 

Sometimes,  at  the  gladsome  return  of  mom,  we  have  ascended  an  airy 

enmieiioe,  and  hailed  the  new-born  day ;  and  followed,  with  our  delighted 

ej«,  the  mazes  of  some  glittering  stream.     Here,  rushing  with  impetuous  fuij 

from  tiie  mountain  s  side,  foaming  over  the  rifted  rocks,  and  roaring  down  tU 

onggj  steep ;  impatient,  as  it  were,  to  get  free  from  such  rugged  paths,  tm 

ningle  with  the  beauties  of  the  lower  vale:  there,  ft\ackeTv\T\g\\«s\vovkS\s 


c«n?eT,  and  smoothing  its  eddios  into  an  ptoh  flow :  wUiV,  >lwp  erol 
in  the  vcrdnnt  mead,  it  gUdua  tlir<iu{;h  tlie  ch<:'nsh«d  and  nniting  brrlM^i 
sometimes  lost  amidst  closing  wtlions ;  soinetitnus  cmtrging  witli  (ndt  hmatf 
from  tho  leafy  covert ;  alwaj's  rovinji  with  au  air  of  amorous  complMOH^ 
OS  though  it  would  caress  the  fringed  banks  and  flowcir  g1c)>c  Rem' 
by  this  watery  monitor,  of  that  constancy  and  vig^our  with  whilst  tite 
tionn  should  movo  towards  the  great  centre  of  bappineaa,  (Jhrist  Jrvus, 
tiiat  detprmined  ardour  with  which  we  should  break  through  tho 
menta  of  temptation,  and  obstacles  of  the  world,  in  order  to  n-aoh 
lasting  rent ;  and  of  the  mighty  difference  between  the  turbulent,  the  (iot^ 
the  precipitate  gratifications  of  viee,  and  tho  cabn,  the  BuhHlautial,  the  ••" 
manent  delights  of  religion. 

Or  else,  with  eager  view,  we  have  surveyed  the  extensive  prospect, 
wandered  over  all  the  magnificence  of  things — au  endless  variety  of 
objects  and  delightful  scenes!  each  soliciting  our  chief  rt-gnrd;  every  a 
worthy  of  onr  whole  attention ;  all  conspiring  to  touch  tho  hcAii  wtlli 
mingled  transport  of  wonder,  of  gratitude,  and  of  joy.     So  that  we 
returned  from  our  rural  expedition,  not  as  the  spendthrift  bum  the  gu 
tabic,  cursing  his  stars,  and  raving  at  bis  ill  luck,  gulled  of  hia  money, 
the  derided  dupe  of  sharpers ;  not  as  the  lihertino  from  the  house  nf  wwi 
ui'Hs,  surfeited  with  the  rank  debauch,  dogged  by  shame,  goaded  by  reiBOi 
with  a  thousand  recent  poisons  tingling  in  his  veins.     But  we  rctnnwd 
sliips  of  commerce  from  the  golden  continent,  or  the  spicy  ialiinda,  with  n 
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losi  surprising  resorrection,  tko  death  of  one  seed  to  be  fruitful  in  the 
Liil)  of  hundreds. 

Bat  I  forget  your  caution,  Aspasio ;  forget  how  kindly  you  have  checked 
le,  when  I  have  been  haranguing  upon,  I  know  not  wliat,  powers  and  works 
f  nature ;  whereas  it  is  God  who  ^^  worketh  hitherto,"  John  v.  17 ;  who  to 
Ids  day  exerts,  and  to  the  end  of  time  will  exert  that  secret  but  unremitted 
nezgy,  which  is  the  life  of  this  majestic  system,  and  the  cause  of  all  its 
fcapendous  operations.  Let  this  show  you  how  mucli  I  want  my  guide,  my 
ihilosopher,  and  friend.  Without  his  prompting  aid,  my  genius  is  dull,  my 
nflections  are  awkward,  and  my  religious  improvements  jejune ;  somewliat 
ike  the  bungling  imitations  of  tlie  tool,  compared  with  the  masterly  effects 
rf  vegetation.  However,  I  will  proceed ;  yet  not  from  any  view  of  informing 
■7  .Aspasio,  but  only  to  draw  a  bill  upon  his  pen,  and  lay  liim  under  an 
^ligation  to  enrich  me  with  another  letter  upon  the  grand  and  excellent 
■dgeot  of  his  last. 

;.  Art  is  dim-sighted  in  her  plans,  and  defective  even  in  her  most  elaborato 
MHJB.  But  Nature,  or  rather  Nature's  sublime  Author,  is  indeed  a  designer, 
mi**^  workman  that  need  not  be  ashamed,"  2  Tim.  ii.  15.  His  eye  strikes 
Mt  ten  thousand  elegant  models,  and  his  touch  executes  all  with  inimitable 
Infection.  What  an  admirable  specimen  is  here  of  the  divine  skill,  and  of 
fte  divine  goodness !  This  terraqueous  globe  is  intended  not  only  for  a 
[{hoe  of  habitation,  but  for  a  storehouse  of  conveniencics.  If  we  examine 
|tte  several  apartments  of  our  great  abode,  if  we  take  a  general  inventory  of 
ma  common  goods,  we  shall  find  the  utmost  reason  to  be  charmed  with  the 
ikfiajSj  both  of  nice  economy,  and  of  boundless  profusion. 

Observe  the  surface  of  this  universal  messuage.  The  ground,  coarse  as  it 
Wgy  seem,  and  trodden  by  every  foot,  is  nevertheless  the  laboratory  where 
ie  most  exquisite  operations  are  performed ;  the  shop,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
iheie  the  finest  manufactures  are  wrought.  Though  a  multitude  of  gene- 
tttions  have  always  been  accommodated,  and  though  a  multitude  of  nations 
'si  daily  supplied  by  its  liberalities,  it  still  continues  unexhausted — is  a 
laooice  that  never  fails,  a  magazine  never  to  be  drained. 

The  unevenness  of  the  ground,  far  from  being  a  blemish  or  a  defect, 
^ghtcn8  its  beauty,  and  augments  its  usefulness.  Here  it  is  scooped  into  deep 
lad  sheltered  vales,  almost  constantly  covered  with  a  spontaneous  growtli  of 
MHdme,  which,  all  tender  and  succulent,,  composes  an  easy  couch,  and  yields 
Hie  most  agreeable  fodder  for  the  various  tribes  of  cattle.  Tliere  it  is  extend- 
ed into  a  wide,  open,  champaign  country,  which,  annually  replenished  with 
Khtt  husbandman's  seed,  shoots  into  a  copious  harvest ;  a  harvest,  not  only  of 
Ikit  principal  wheat  which  is  the  staft*  of  our  life  and  strengthens  our  heart, 
bai  of  the  ^'  appointed  barley,"  Isa.  xxviii.  25,  and  various  other  sorts  of 
fOBB,  which  yield  an  excellent  food  for  our  animals,  and  either  enable  thcni 
W  deqntch  our  drudgery,  or  else  fatten  their  flesh  for  our  tables. 

;  The  farrows,  obedient  to  the  will  of  man,  vary  their  produce.  Tliey  bring 
fath  a  crop  of  tall,  flexile,  slender  plants^,  whose  thin  filmy  coat,  dried, 
ittsmated,  and  skilfully  manufactured,  transforms  itself  into  some  of  the 
necessary  accommodations  of  life,  and  genteelest  embellishments  of 
It  is  wove  into  ample  volumes  of  cloth,  which,  fixed  to  the  mast, 
1^  wings  to  our  ships,  and  waft  them  to  tlie  extremities  of  the  ocean.     It 

*  FIhx  and  hemp. 
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is  twistLil  into  vitst  kii^'ths  uf  cordage,  which  add  nerves  to  tlic  crane,  tatt ' 
h'nil  8iii(.-w<)  to  the  |iiilicy ;  or  else,  adliering  to  thn  ancliDr,  they  fisten  th* 
vi'wi?!  cvi'ti  on  th['  HiictiiutiiLL.'  clement,  and  secure  its  station  even  unidil 
(Irivin;;  tcinjii'sts.  It  fiiniUlu's  the  duchesa  with  her  costly  hcad-drenc.  ud 
delii-nti'ly  line  rullli  s.  No  k'^?^<  strung;  than  neat,  it  imppliei*  the  j>li>n;!luini 
with  his  c«nrei-friHk,niid  tlic  s;iiliir  with  his  clumsy  trousers.  Its  fibres,  art- 
fully armnj^iMl  l)y  the  ii[)inition8  of  tlie  loom,  cover  our  tables  with  a  gractfid 
elegance,  and  -iirrouinl  iiiir  lioilies  with  a  cherishing  warmth.  On  tlrii  Iht 
lHunt<>r  spri'iid^  tlte  eoliiurs  which  enehant  the  eye;  in  this  the  mcrchaiM  ; 
pai'hii  the  wiin-*  wliieh  enrich  the  world. 

Ynndirthe  hills,  lik.>  ii  grand  amphithc.itre,  arise.  Amphitheatre'  AD 
the  poinjiiiiH  iviirks  ol'  Itoiiian  luaguifieence  are  less  tlian  niolc-banks,  are 
mere  i-iK:kl>'-flic>ll>,  ei)i[i|iarcil  with  those  majestic  elevations  of  the  nrA. 
Some  clail  with  nnintliu^i  vines ;  Hume  eniwned  with  towering  cedars  ;  boom 
laggi.'il  with  niisliajH'ii  nirksi,  or  yawning  with  Militcrrtkncons  (lens,  who* 
rough  and  innecessible  craga,  whose  hideous  and  gloomy  cavities,  ai 
only  a  continual  refuge  for  tlie  wild  goats,  but  have  often  proved  an  a 
to  persecuti'd  merit  *,  and  a  safeguard  to  the  most  vnluahle  lives. 

At  a  greater  distance,  the   mountains  lift  their  frozen  brows,  or  pei 
the  clouds  with  their  aspiring  peaks.     Their  frozen  brows  arrest  the  r 
and  condense  the  rarefied  vapours.     Their  cavemed  bowels  collect  the  dl 
ping  treatnres,  and  send  them  abroad  in  gradual  communications  by  trickK:^ 
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demonstration  of  our  Creator's  kindncsd ;  rf^Aht*  us  fir^t  witli  all  tlio 
riea  of  summer  fruits ;  next,  with  the  more  Ijistin^:  succL-Hsion  of 
lual  dainties. 

uWhat  is  nature  but  a  scries  of  wonders,  and  a  fund  of  delights  !  That  such 
rllriety  of  fruits,  so  beautifully  coh)urcd,  so  elegantly  shaped,  and  so 
i^ly  flavoured,  should  arisen  from  the  earth,  tliau  Avhieh  nothin<;  is 
insipid,  sonlid,  and  despicable  !  I  am  struck  with  pleasing  nstouishment 
llhe  cause  of  these  fine  eftects,  and  no  less  fiuq)risi'd  at  the  manner  of 
them  into  existence.  I  take  a  walk  in  my  gardi.^n,  or  a  turn  through 
Cffchard,  in  the  month  of  Decemlx'r :  there  stand  several  logs  of  wood 
to  the  gnmnd  :  they  are  erect,  indeed,  and  shapely,  but  witlumt 
ler  sense  or  motion  :  no  human  hand  will  touch  them,  no  liuuian  aid  will 
ir  them  ;  yet  in  a  little  time  they  arc  bcautifi<*d  with  blossoms,  they  are 
iied  with  leaves,  and  at  last  are  loaded  with  mellow  treasures,  with  the 
\y  peach  and  the  polished  plum,  with  the  musky  a])ricot  and  the  juicy 
with  the  cherry  and  its  coral  pendents,  glowing  through  lattices  of 


and  dark 


Beiii-.vli  Iicr  ainjiL*  leaf,  the  lusci«'Us  lit;. 

I  have  wondered  at  the  structure  of  my  watch;  wondered  more  at  tl:( 
liaeription  of  the  silk-mills  ;  most  of  all  at  the  account  of  thos^'  ]>n>ili;iiou. 
pgines  invented  by  Archimedes.  But  what  are  all  the  inventions  of  all  the 
pometricians  and  mechanics  in  the  world,  compared  with  these  iutoTi.-.  ivablv 
jfiee  automata*  of  nature!  These  self-oi)erating  machincH  desi»;:t<si  thiir 
nnncfis  with  a  punctuality  that  never  mistakes,  with  a  dexterity  that 
amnot  be  equalled.  In  spring  they  clothe  themselves  with  such  unstudied > 
Mi  exquisite  finery,  iis  fiir  exceeds  the  embroidery  of  the  needle,  or  the 
jdboura  of  the  loom.  In  autunm  they  presi  nt  us  with  such  a  collation  of 
(veetmeats,  and  such  blandishments  of  taste,  as  surpass  all  that  the  most 
aatical  luxury  could  prepare,  or  the  most  lavish  fancy  imagine.  S**  that 
^Me  coarse  and  senseless  logs  first  decorate  the  divine  creation,  then  perform 
Hm  honours  of  the  table. 

If,  amidst  these  ordinary  productions  of  the  earth,  C<od  a])pe€ars  so  *"' great 

peoonsel,  and  mighty  in  work,"  Jer.  xxxii.  19,  what  may  we  expect  to  sci' 

It  the  palaces  of  heaven,  in  the  hierarchies  of  angels,  and  in  that  w«mderful 

Scdeemer  who  is,  beyond  all  other  objects,  lM'yi>nd  all  other  mnnifcstnt-nn?, 

flie  "wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of  CJod  ?  "  1  Cor.  i.  24. 

The  forest  rcjirs  myriads  of  massy  bodies,  which,  thou;:]i  neither  gay  with 
Hwomw,  nor  rich  with  fruit,  supply  us  with  timbi>r  of  v.irioud  kinds,  and  of 
erery  desirable  quality.  But  who  shall  cultivate  such  huge  trees,  difiuik'd 
OTcr  80  vast  a  space  i  The  toil  were  endless.  See,  ther.  fore,  the  all- wis;- 
and  ever-gracious^isdinaticm  of  Providence.  They  are  so  constitute*!,  that 
they  have  no  need  of  the  spade  and  the  pruning-knife.  Nay,  the  little  cares 
of  man  would  diminish,  rather  than  augment,  their  dignity  and  their  useful- 
■eM.  Tlio  more  thoy  urc  neglected,  the  better  they  thrive,  the  more  wildly 
gnnd  and  magnificent  'they  grow. 

When  felled  by  the  axe,  they  are  sawcfl  into  Ix'anis,  au<l  sustain  the  roofs 
of  our  houses;  they  arc  fashioned  into  carriages,  and  serv.?  for  the  conveyance 

*  Automata,  or  self-opcrmting  machineg  :  n:>t  nieant  to  set  aside  the  su^vcriatendeney  of 
PnnidnMCv  hut  oaJy  to  exelade  the  cO'Operatvni  of  man. 

X 
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of  the  heaviest  IchuIb.  Tlicii  mbatanee  no  pliant,  thtttttes^TuU  to  Aeth 
of  the  turnpr,  and  are  smoothed  by  th«  pluw  of  th«  jmnra  ;  an  wno^t  i 
tUt'  iilccfll  <liiniiiittions  of  ehapo,  nnd  compoae  tomo  of  the  Bamt  bnrai 
LoiiBehuld  fumitiirc.  Tlieir  teztuie  so  solid,  that  they  fofin  tha  moit  inf 
tant  pnrta  of  lli'>8e  mighty  engines  whidi,  adapting  thenuelTsa  to  the  f 
of  mi'chaiiic  powors,  despatch  moro  work  in  a  nngle  hour  than  could  ed 
wise  \>e  araiiiniplishcd  in  many  days.  At  Hie  same  time,  thnr  presstmi 
ti;r|it  tliat  they  fl<iat  upon  tho  watens  and  glide  along  the  nufiuie,  aln 
with  aa  nincli  ngility  as  the  finny  fry  gianco  throngh  the  derp.  Thu,  lA 
tlicy  impart  mngnificenoe  to  architecture,  and  bestow  nnmberlcse  conTouei 
on  tlic  family,  thi'y  constitute  the  very  baeiB  of  navigatioD,  and  gire  eipe 
tinn,  pive  bning,  to  commerce. 

Amidst  the  inaccessible  depths  of  the  foiests,  an  habitation  is  Mngml 
thoso  ravenous  beast?,  whose  appearance  wonld  be  frigfatful,  and  their  a^ 
bourliood  dangerous  to  mankind.  Here  the  sternly  inajestio  lion  M 
himself  from  his  den,  stalks  throngh  the  midnight  riiadcs,  and  am  1 
savage  herd  with  his  roar.  Here  the  fiery  tiger  springs  upon  his  prey,  I 
the  gloomy  lie.ir  trains  up  her  whelps.  Here  the  swift  leopard  lange^  I 
the  grim  wolf  jirowls,  and  both  in  quest  of  murder  and  blood.  'Were  A 
horrid  animals  to  dwell  in  our  fields,  what  havock  would  they  makef  yi 
consternation  would  they  spread  T  But  tliey  voluntarily  buiy  tbemsdn 
the  dcepTHt  recesses  of  the  desert;  white  tho  ox,  tfie  horse,  and  the  semeei 
(iuadni])rds,  live  under  our  inspection,  and  keep  within  oureall ;  |Hi^tiBg 
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narrellons  ss  tho  prodigy  of  the  tlirce  Hebrew  yontiis,  who  waTkfd  into 
fiery  fdrnaco  without  h&ving  a  hair  of  their  heads  singed,  or  bo  much  as 
■tacU  of  fire  passing  on  their  garments?  Dan.  iii.  27-  Surely  we  have 
Km  to  say  unto  God,  "  0  !  how  terrible,"  yet  how  beneficent,  "  art  thou 
Illy  works  I" 

Clio  air,  though  too  weak  to  support  our  flight,  is  a.  thoroughfare  for  inuu- 
rmble  wings.  Here  tho  whole  commonwealth  of  birda  take  up  their  abode. 
re  they  lodge  aud  expatiate,  beyond  the  reach  of  their  adversaries.  Were 
7  to  mn  u]K>n  the  earth,  they  would  be  exposed  to  tun  thousand  dangers, 
Uiont  proper  strength  to  resist  them,  or  sufticient  xpccd  to  escape  them  ; 
ictcas,  hy  mounting  the  skies,  and  "lifting  themselves  up  on  high,  they 
r  secure  from  peril ;  they  scorn  the  horse  and  liis  rider,"  Job  sxxix.  18. 
me  of  them  perching  upon  the  boughs,  others  soaring  amidst  tho  firmament, 
bertaiD  us  with  their  notes ;  which  arc  musical  and  agreeablo  when  heard 
this  convenient  distance,  but  would  be  noisy  and  importunate  if  brought 
■rerto  onr  ears.  Hero  many  of  those  feathered  families  reside,  which 
4d  ns  a  delicious  treat ;  yet  give  us  no  trouble,  put  us  to  no  expense,  and, 
L  the  moment  we  want  them,  arc  wholly  out  of  onr  way. 
The  air,  commissioned  by  its  all-bountiful  Author,  charges  itself  with  tho 
ministration  of  several  offices,  which  are  perfectly  obliging,  ami  no  lessser- 
x«ble  to  mankind.  Co-opentting  with  our  lungs,  it  ventilates  the  blood, 
d  refines  our  fluids.  It  qualifies  and  attempers  tlic  vital  warmth,  pro- 
itea  and  exalts  the  animal  secretions.  Many  days  we  might  live,  or  even 
lole  months,  without  the  light  of  the  sun,  or  the  glimmering  of  ^  star ; 
XTtam,  if  we  arc  deprived,  only  for  a  few  niinutca,  of  this  aerial  support,  wo 
iken,  we  fiiint,  we  die.  The  same  universal  nurse  h.is  a  considerable  iJinro 
dtcriehing  the  several  tribes  of  plants.  It  helps  to  transfuse  vegetable 
^UT  into  the  trunk  of  the  oak,  and  a  blooming  gaiety  into  the  spread  of 
»tMe. 

The  air  undertakes  to  convey  to  our  nostrils  the  extremely  subtile  effluvia 
hieh  transpire  from  odoriferous  bodies.  Thoso  dctaclied  particles  aro  so 
iperceptibly  small,  that  they  would  elude  tho  u)ost  careful  hand,  or  escape 
s  nicest  eye.  But  this  trusty  depository  receives  and  escorts  the  invisible 
{[ants,  without  losing  so  mucli  as  a  single  atom  :  entertaining  us,  by  this 
>>ns,with  the  deligthful  sensations  which  arise  from  the  fragrance  of  flow- 
i;  and  admonishing  us,  by  the  transmission  of  oflbneive  smells,  to  withdraw 
m  an  unwholesomo  situation,  or  beware  of  any  pernicious  food. 
Tile  air,  by  its  undulating  motion,  conducts  to  our  car  all  the  diversities 
■oand,  and  thereby  discharges  the  duty  of  a  most  seasonable  and  faithful 
ontor.  As  I  walk  across  the  streets  of  London,  with  my  eye  engaged  on 
kn  objects,  a  dray,  perhaps,  with  all  its  load,  is  driving  down  directly  u^wn 
A;  or  aa  I  ride  along  the  rood,  munng  and  unapprehensive,  a  chariot  and 
t  i>  whirling  ou,  with  a  rapid  career,  at  the  heels  of  my  horse.  Tlie  air, 
to  a  vigilant  friend  in  pain  for  my  welfare,  immediately  takes  the  alarm  ; 
df  iridic  the  danger  is  at  a  considerable  distance,  despatches  a  courier  to 
Iwttise  me  of  the  approaching  mischief.  It  even  thunders  in  my  ear ;  and, 
itb  ft  clamorous  but  kind  importunity,  urges  to  be  upon  my  guard,  and  pro- 
le for  my  safety. 

The  air  wofta  to  oui  sense  the  modulations  of  music,  and  the  more  ap;rcc- 
I  of  reSaod  conFcraation,     When  MyrtiUa  eliflteft  ^^i 
x2 
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iritver  strings,  and  ti'oclu's  the  willing  baqitsicliord  to  wublo  with  licr  Crab 
imite ;  'when  her  sacrud  eooata  waniis  the  heart  witli  devoHou,  and  m' 
our  dpsire  to  heaven  : — when  Cleora  times  her  song,  or  thr  nightit^nle 
tutcs  her  enchanting  voice  ;  whi-n  siie  hfif^htena  ev(-ry  indudious  nato  1 
her  ad«red  Rt'decmer's  naine,  and  en  siuooths  her  eliatrniag  ton 
breathes  her  raptnrous  sonl,  "  that  God's  own  ear  listens  delighted:" — 
wisdom  takes  its  s«at  on  Mitio's  tongue,  and  flows,  in  perspicuous  peiiodtl 
instructive  truths,  ntiiidst  the  chosen  cirelc  of  his  a^quaintunce  : — when  bl 
volence,  associated  with  persuasion,  dwell  on  Nicander's  Jips,  and  p' 
cause  of  injured  innogunce  or  oppressed  virtue: — whon  goodness,  IcagiuAv 
happiness,  accontpanj  Eusebins  into  the  pulpit,  and  reclaim  the  Ubv 
from  the  slavery  of  his  vices,  disengage  the  inSdel  from  the  fascination  gf 
prejudices,  and  ao  afiVctionately,  so  pathetically  invite  the  whole  aodicst 
partake  tlie  unequalled  joys  of  pure  reli^on  ; — in  all  these  cases,  the  Mr 
tributes  every  musical  variation  with  tlic  utmost  exactness,  and  delimvi 
■peaker's  message  with  the  most  punctual  fidelity.  Wlierca«i,  withm 
internuncio,  all  would  bo  sullen  and  unmeaning  miencc  :  wo  should  Imi 
the  pleasure  and  the  profit ;  neither  be  charmed  with  the  Ii(Lruioiuoa%1 
improved  by  the  articulate  accents. 

The  breeiieB  of  the  air,  when  vagne  and  uncoiifined,  arc  so  very  grotlaf 
they  sport  with  the  moat  inofiensivc  wantonness  amidst  Opiiulia's  lock* 
ecarcc  disadjust  a  single  curl.  But,  when  collected  and  applied  by  thffi 
trivance  of  man,  they  act  with  such  prodigious  force,  as  is  sufficient  ti>  m 
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In  made  to  hang  with  an  even  poise,  and  hover  like  the  lightest  down  ? 
1^  These  are  the  wondrous  works  of  hhn  who  is  perfect  in  knowledge,"  Job 
^izvii.  16.  ^'  lie  bindeth  up  the  M^aters  in  his  thiek  clouds ;  and  the  cloud," 
ihoagh  nothing  is  more  loose  and  fluid,  lieconies,  by  his  almighty  order, 
ptoong  and  tenacious  as  casks  of  iron  :  it  *'  is  not  rent,"  Job  xxvi.  8,  under 
yB  the  weight. 

9-  When  the  sluices  are  opened,  and  the  waters  descend,  we  might  reasonably 
jpMpect  that  they  should  burst  forth  in  cataracts,  or  pour  out  themselves  in 
nts.  Whereas,  instead  of  such  a  disorderly  and  precipitate  effusion, 
ih  would  be  infinitely  pernicious,  they  coalesce  into  globules,  and  are 
d  in  gentle  showers.  They  are  often  attenuated  into  the  smallness 
a  hair  ;  they  8i)read  themselves,  as  if  they  were  strained  through  the 
of  the  finest  watering-pot,  and  form  those  ^'  small  drops  of  rain, 
the  clouds  distil  upon  man  abundantly,"  Job  xxxvi.  28.  Tlius,  instead 
drowning  the  earth,  and  sweeping  away  its  fruits,  they  cherish  universal 
;  and  in  conformity  to  the  practice  of  their  great  Master,  distribute 
if  humid  stores  to  men,  to  animals,  and  vegetables,  ^^  as  they  arc  able  to 
them,"  Mark  iv.  33. 
'  Besides  tlie  reservoirs  of  water,  here  are  cantoned  various  parties  of  winds, 
tfid  or  fierce,  gentle  or  boisterous,  furnished  with  breezy  wings,  to  fan  the 

£wing  finnanient,  and  <liffuse  refreshment  on  a  fainting  world  ;  or  else 
ed  to  act  as  an  universal  1>esom,  and,  by  sweeping  the  chambers  of  the 
teiosphere,  to  preserve  the  fine  aerial  fluid  free  from  feculencies.  Without 
his  w^holcsome  agency  of  the  winds,  the  air  would  stagnate,  become  putrid, 
ad  surround  us,  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  words,  *"*"  with  darkness  that 
night  be  felt,"  Exod.  x.  21.  London,  Paris,  and  all  the  great  cities  in  the 
rorld,  instead  of  being  the  seats  of  elegance,  would  degenerate  into  sinks  of 
Qtmption. 

At  sea,  the  winds  swell  the  mariner's  sails,  and  speed  his  course  along 
be  wutery  way ;  speed  it  far  more  effectually  than  a  thousand  rowers, 
lending  to  their  strokes,  and  tugging  at  the  oar.  By  land,  they  perform 
be  offico  of  an  immensi^  seedman,  and  scatter  abroad  the  reproductive  prin- 
iplcs  of  a  multitude  of  plants,  which,  though  tlie  staff  of  life  to  many 
laimals,  are  too  small  for  the  manag(.>uient,  or  too  mean  for  the  attention  of 
nan.  *'  He  bringeth  the  winds  out  of  his  treasuries,"  Psalm  cxxxv.  7,  is  a 
rrry  just  observation,  whether  it  relate  to  God's  absolute  and  uncontrollablo 
lominion  over  this  most  potent  meteor,  or  to  its  welcome  and  salutary  influence 
m  all  the  face  of  nature. 

Here  are  lightnings  stationed.  Though  dormant  at  present,  they  are  in 
ici  to  spring,  and  launch  the  livid  flame,  whenever  their  piercing  flash  is 
woeaeary  to  destroy  the  sulphureous  vapours,  ur  dislodge  any  other  noxious 
Blatter  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  delicate  temperature  of  the  ether, 
uid  obscure  its  more  than  crystalline  transparency. 

Above  all  is  situate  a  radiant  and  majestic  orb,  wliich  (^nlightens  the  tracts, 
dicers  the  inhabitants,  and  colours  all  the  productions  of  this  habitable  globe. 
While  the  air,  by  a  singular  address  in  managing  the  rays,  amplifles  their 
uefakieas,  its  reflecting  power  *  augments  that  heat  which    is  the  life   of 

*  The  air  u  a  curious  cover,  which,  without  oppresiiing  the  inhabitaiils  of  ilie  cnrth 
with  any  perceivable  weight,  confines,  reflects,  and  thereby  increases  the  vivifying  heat  of 
be  son.    The  air  increfiset^  this  kintUy  heat,  much  in  the  same  maautc  a%  oxix  %iaLi\si«.^\jk  Vs^ 
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nature,  its  refracting  power  prolonga  tbat  splendonr  whicli  is  tlie 
the  creation.  Tliese  emnnationa  of  li|(lit,  thongli  formed  of  inaicti^ 
yet  (astonisliiDg  apparatus  of  almighty  niedani !)  are  rc6ned  olin 
subtilty  of  apiiit,  anJ  are  scarce  inferior  even  to  tboiight  in  ip 
which  meana  they  spread  themselves,  with  a  kind  of  instantaneous ' 
through  the  circumference  of  a  whole  hemisphere  ;  and  though 
wherever  Uicy  pervade,  yet  they  straiten  no  place,  emharrosa  ao  on 
ber  nothing. 

These  give  the  diamond  its  brilliancy,  and  the  velvet  ite  gloss; 
the  cheerful  eye  is  obliged  for  its  lively  sparkle,  and  the  modest  i 
its  rusy  blush.  These,  attending  tlie  judicious  touches  of  the  p 
the  drapery  flow  and  the  embodied  figure  arise  ;  bid  the  couuteu 
the  calni  serenity  of  thought,  or  be  agitated  with  the  wild  trai 
passion. — Without  thia  circumstance  of  colocir,  we  should  wan! 
entertainments  of  vision,  and  be  at  a  loss  to  distingubti  one  l\ 
another.  Wo  should  licsitato  to  pronounce,  and  must  take  a  litth 
to  dctennine,  whether  yonder  enclosure  contiuns  a  piece  of  pastni 
plot  of  arable  laud.  We  should  question,  and  could  not  very  eipi 
resolve,  whether  the  next  person  we  meet  be  a  soldier  in  his  legiis 
a  swain  in  his  holiday-suit ;  a  bride  in  her  ornaments,  or  a  wi4 
weeds.  Dut  colour,  like  a  particular  livery,  characterises  the  claaa 
every  individual  belongs.  It  is  the  label  which  indicates,  npon 
inspection,  its  respective  quality.     It  is  the  ticket  which  guides  en 
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I  of  superior  tuefulaeaB — a  mctul,  that  ooostltutcfl  olmoot  all  the  implu- 
nta  with  wliicti  ut  executes  hpr  variouB  designs.  Without  tlio  oasiatanco 
iron,  trade  would  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  ebb;  eommerco  would  feel  her 
iga  clipped ;  and  erery  species  of  mcclianic  skill  cither  utterly  fail,  or 
miserably  baffled.  Without  the  aaaiattLnce  of  iron,  it  would  be  almost 
possible  to  rear  the  steady  moat,  to  display  the  during  canvaaa,  or  drop 
I  fiuthful  anehor.  Dcatitnte  of  this  ever-needful  couiniodity,  we  sliould 
re  no  plough  to  furrow  the  soil,  no  shuttle  to  travetso  the  loom,  scarce  any 
umeut  for  polite,  or  any  utensil  for  ordinary  life. 

Here  ia  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  comLuHtible  materials,  which  supply  tho 
kole  nation  w^th  fuel.  These  present  their  ministrations  in  tho  kitchen,  and 
il^ng  themselves  as  aliment  to  the  flame,  render  our  food  hoth  palatable 
d  healtliy.  These  offer  their  service  at  the  forge,  and  with  their  piercing 
■t  mollify  tbe  most  stubborn  bars,  till  they  become  pliant  to  the  stroke  of 

•  hammer.  The  coals  pour  themselves  likewise  into  the  glass-houses. 
ley  rage,  amidst  those  astoniahing  furnaces,  with  irreaiatilile  but  useful 
neness.  Tliey  liquefy  even  the  obdurate  flint,  and  make  the  moat  rigid 
bitaiici-s  for  more  ductile  than  the  eofteet  clay  or  the  melting  wax  ;  make 
em  obsequious,  nut  only  to  the  lightest  tuueli,  but  to  tho  impressions  of  our 
ty  breath. 

By  this  means  we  ore  fumiahe<l,  and  from  the  eoaracst  ingredient^  with 
«  most  curious,  beautiful,  and  serviceable  manufacture  in  the  world — a 
Minfactufr',  which  transmits  the  light  and  wannth  of  the  sun  into  our  houses, 

*  excludes  tho  annoyance  of  tho  rains,  and  the  violence  of  the  winds ; 
hich  gives  new  eyes  to  decrepit  age,  and  vastly  more  enlarged  views  to 
lilosophy  and  science ;  which  leads  up  the  astronomer's  discernment  even  to 
c  satellites  of  Saturn,  and  curries  down  the  natur.allst'H  observntiou  ns  far  as 
«  Miitnalcule  race  ;  brinn:iDg  uear  what  is  immensely  remote,  and  making 
nble  what,  to  our  unasststed  sight,  would  be  absolutely  imperceptible. 

Wo  have  also,  when  the  snn  withdraws  his  sliiuing,  an  uxp(.'dlent  to  supply 
is  place.  Wo  can  create  an  nrtitieial  day  in  our  rooms,  and  prolong  our 
ndies,  or  pursue  ourhusinesa,  under  its  cheering  influence.  With  be.iming 
ipets  and  ruildy  fires,  we  chase  the  darknciM,  and  mitigate  tho  cold ;  we 
herish  conversation,  and  cultivate  the  social  Bi>irit.  Wc  lender  those  very 
■krvals  of  time  some  of  the  most  delightful  portions  of  our  Ufe,  which  otiier- 
rise  would  be  a  joyless  and  unimproviug  void. 

These  obacum  caverns  nrc  tiic  birth-place  of  tito  most  sparkling  gems; 
diich,  when  nicely  polished,  and  prodigal  of  their  lustre,  stand  candidates  for 
I  {dace  on  the  royal  crown,  or  a  seat  on  the  virtuous  fair-one's  breast ;  and,  1 
fOl  not  with  our  men  of  gallantry  say,  emulate  the  living  brilliancy  of  her 
70^  but  serve  as  a  foil  to  act  off  the  loveliness  and  excellency  uf  her  accum- 
fished  mind,  and  amiable  conversation ;  "  whose  price,"  according  to  the 
Baring  estimate  of  inspiration,  is  superior  to  sapphbcs,  "is  far  above  rubies," 
^DT.  xxxi.  10. 

Here  arc  quarries  stocked  with  stones,  inferior  in  beauty  to  the  jcwcllir'a 
nre,  bnt  much  more  eminently  bciwlicial ;  which,  when  properly  ranged, 
■d  cemented  with  a  tenacious  mortar,  form  the  convenient  abodea  of  peace, 
■d  build  the  atron<Te8t  fortiheatiuiLH  of  war ;  defending  us  fioui  the  inclo-  i 
mcica  of  the  weather,  and  tlie  more  formidable  assaidts  of  our  enemie 
Itae  cODstJtuto  tbc  aichca  of  the  bridge  which  convey  tAie  \Aa,\«'&»,^ 
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[K-ifoi-t  HC'cnrity,  oTcr  tho  deep  and  npid  afasam.  l^MaBtniigtfi^  Aa'n 
tlu' HtuiHuduiiH  arms,  of  tlic  mole;  which stratchtliemidTW&ruttollie mm 
lin-ak  ttic  iiDpctuosity  of  the  surge,  and  scroon  the  bark  ftom  tompHlM 
Hoas.  Tlieac  sUmy  tn.':isiirca  are  corapaiatively  aoft  while  tliey  ooatiiiw: 
tliu  Iiuwcls  of  the  [^rtli,  but  acquire  hi  increamng  hudjien  when  ntfvmii 
the  iipi'u  air.  Wu9  this  n^niarl^ble  peculiaritr  lerened,  what  difcjii 
would  attend  the  laliiiurs  of  tlie  mason  ?  His  nutenaU could  notbecxtn^ 
from  their  Ih-iI,  iiiir  fashioned  for  his  purpoeu,  without  infinite  toil.  Wm*! 
work  cotnplettil,  it  lould  not  long  withstand  tho  fury  of  the  elenMutij  hi 
inscnMihly  )noulilorin<;,  or  iucossontly  decaying,  would  elude  the  ejpoebliv 
of  thu  owner  ;  perhaps  niiglit  prove  an  immatore  grave,  instead  of  a  dinll 
dwelling, 

Here  aru  various  nssortments  or  vast  layers  of  clay;  which,  hown 
contemptible  in  ita  ap]M:.irance,  is  abundantly  more  advantageons  thM  | 
rocks  of  diamond,  or  tlie  veins  of  gold.  This  is  moulded,  with  great  (^ 
dition  and  ease,  iuto  vi'ssuls  of  any  tthape,  and  of  ahuost  every  aae.  SmtJ 
delicately  tine,  tliAt  tliey  coiupoae  the  moat  elegant  and  ornamental  fbtiaM 
fur  tlio  tea-table  (if  itpriuc^ss:  otbeia  so  remarkably  cheap,  that  thajM 
Ringed  on  the  sbelves,  and  minister  at  tbo  meal,  of  tlie  poorest  p«aMnL  i| 
si>  pirlVetly  iii'iit,  ihiit  no  liquid  takes  tbo  least  tunt,  nor  the  nicest  piU 
any  disgiut,  from  tbeir  olt'^i 
A  multiplicity  of  •^  ' 
mple  vaults.     The  key  of  ,tll  n  caimni Ued  to  tliu  maungement  ofii 


Ad  have  the  harps  of  OcmI  iu  their  handa."  They  liR  their  voicu  am 
'  Orcat  and  mnrvellouB  are  tliy  works,  O  Lord  God  Almiglity."  Rev.  . 
Vott  is  thero  not  reason,  my  Aspnsio  would  nay,  infinite  reason  for  uti  to  jriin 
lii«  triuRiphant  choir,  and  odd  gratitude  to  our  wonder,  lnvc  to  our  liallc- 
ujahs ;  since  all  these  things  ore  to  its,  not  mcnrly  ohjeota  of  conttinplation, 
rat  aonrccs  of  accommodation  ;  not  only  a  majestic  spectacle,  hrin;ht  with  the 
liaplay  of  our  Greatoi'a  wisdom,  but  an  inL-stimuble  fpfl,  rich  with  the  cmano- 
tiona  of  his  (goodness  ?  Tlic  lu<avL-u  hath  lie  set  hofinv  the  inhabitants^  of  ]i;lory, 
"  but  the  earth  hath  he  ipven  to  the  children  of  nitn,"  Pgal.  cxv.  16.  Ifav- 
ing  gi^^i  UB  ourselves,  given  us  a  world  ;  has  he  not  a  right,  A  mojit  unquca- 
tionablc  and  unrivalled  riglit,  to  make  that  tender  demand,  "  My  son,  give 
me  thy  heart  ?"  Prov.  xxiii.  2ti. 

Sh»ll  I  add  another  passage,  which,  viewed  with  any  but  the  lost  para- 
graph, will  bo  like  the  head  of  gold,  cniincnt  and  conspicuous,  on  feet  of  iron 
■■delay?  It  is  taken  from  the  finest  philosophical  oration  that  ever  was 
aaadc.  I  never  read  it  but  with  a  glow  of  delight,  and  with  impressions  of 
■we.  It  is,  in  short,  inimitably  spirited  and  sublime.  You  think,  jierhape, . 
1  act  an  imjiolitic  part  in  being  so  lavish  of  my  praise ;  and  that  the  quotation 
nost  sufli'r  by  such  an  aggrandising  introduction.  But  I  am  under  no  appre- 
iMBMons  of  this  kind  :  forbear  to  lie  delighted,  if  you  can ;  cease  to  ailtttire, 
if  jon  can  ;  when  you  bear  Oiiiniscienc«  it^lf  declaring,  that  on  the  sight  of 
iUs  noiversal  fabric  emerging  out  of  nothing,  "  the  inoniing-stiin*  sang  toge- 
ther, and  all  the  sons  of  (!od  shouted  for  joy,"  Job.  x.\xviii.  7-  '^'1"'  system 
wu so  graceful,  so  niagnificent,  and  in  nil  rispccts  so  i.'xquisitely  finished,  that 
lie  most  exalted  iiitelti genres  weiv  charmed,  were  tmnsportinl.  'i'hey  knew 
■Dt  how  to  express  tliemselvcs  on  tlie  great  ocensiim,  but  iu  shouts  of  cxulta- 
titm  and  songM  of  praise.  Is  it  jMi)>iiihle  for  imagination  to  conceive  nn  en- 
miminm  m  just,  so  high,  so  beautifully  noble  ? — 1  am  sure,  aftt'r  b<i  niucli  d-tli- 
ocy  and  mnji-sty  of  sentiment,  any  thing  of  ntine  must  be  intolerably  flat ; 
nk-88  you  will  except  this  one  profeissioii,  that  X  am,  with  the  most  cordial 
nncerity,  my  dear  Aspasio,  inviolably  yours,  Tiikhon. 


Letter  V'lf. — Aspamo  to  Trir.noN. 

Mt  DBUt  TtiERON, — If  you  write  with  such  ii  view,  and  from  t'uch  a 
■DtiTS,  as  are  mentioned  in  your  hint,  expect  no  more  free-will  offerings  from 
■y  pen.  In  this  one  instance  I  shall  think  it  my  iluty  to  be  cov<ti>tis.  I 
dnll  net  the  mis«'r  out  of  principle;  and  hardly  iK-rsuadu  iii}-self  to  part 
vith  a  single  line,  till  it  is  bccunu'  an  undeniable  <1<-I>t.  I  must  turn  youi  own 
irtiice  on  yourself,  and  lay  you  under  a  necessity  of  obliging,  cuterbiining, 
lad  edifying  iiiu  by  your  corresjiondcnce. 

Fnr,  give  nic  leave  to  assure  you,  that  I  am  always  delighted,  and  always 
impiOTed  by  your  i^piatlee.  They  show  me  a  multitude  of  beauties  in  the 
owlion  which  I  sliotdd  not  otherwise  have  disceniecL  They  point  <nit  the 
infimle  power,  the  unsearchable  wisdom,  and  the  cliamiingly  rich  giKHlness 
o^thr  glorious  Maker.  Such  a  t>hi]ogophy  turns  all  nature  into  a  sclioul  uf 
aMnwtion,  and  is  an  excellent  bamlniaid  to  true  religion.  It  makes  every 
i^ijcct  a  st^'ji,  liettcr  thi.u  a  golden  step,  to  raiw  both  our  kuowklge  and  ou 
■ftttioDi  to  die  aiiorttbh'  auil  immorUii  Cause  uf  all. 


e 
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TIIUHON   Am>  ASPASIO. 

In;:  liivillissly  along,  your  remnrkB  often  intcrpoK,  like 
tlit'iil  iii'iiiitur  wliM  clojis  Ilia  lianJ  upon  my  breast,  nnd 
;iii<l  vmi^iili-r  tliu  wondrous  worknof  Grxl,"  Job  xxzni.  11 
II'  ;i<]iiii>]iiti<>n  :  tU(<  Clirintian  may,  with  peculiar  compb- 
1  L'riiii'l  iiiiigiizinu  uT  wonders,  tl)U  copious  stort-liouw  of 
iiM'iiiiii  iif  nil  intiTL-st  in  Jl-sub,  has  a  right  to  call  tbvm, 
r.  ill.  il.  ik'  niiiy  l<Hik  round  u)>on  prr«cutthing«,louk 
■  iliiiL;.'i,  iiii.l.  tniftin^' in  liix  Snviour'a  merit,  may  co»fi- 
:  mil'  riiily,  i>iit  both  thi,-«c  wurM^  are  mine.  Uy  virtnenf 
iCi'i>iiMii>H,  1  ]i0!<ti.'is  the  iii'L-i'K!>iir}-accoiiimodatiundof  tUi 
nil'  iiii''1i:ik('ii  fiK>tiiig,  1  stand  cutitlcd  to  the  inwncviTabit 

Aill  lie  :is  {ilensiiig  nn  employ,  anil  as  impottniit  a  seaich, 
iliiy  or  oiir  titlu  tu  future  ttiin^^  as  to  estimate  the  viJm 
i'><iuiis.  Villi  have  c^cccHti'd  the  uni-,  li.'t  mr  att('iu|it  the 
inrvi'veil  mnterial  uitturo.  It  appears  to  be  a  fairul 
ill  iif  iill  ili'fcct ;  nud,  for  the  jmrjiogi-M  which  it  is  ink-DiM 
'ly  liiii;^hiil.  U  not  onr  Saviour's  olH-dience,  the provim 
ii'.l  iiuillv  siiuIh.  diuully  rifh,  and  ei|ually  pL-rfei-ti  :!im 
ml  iiiiniiilabU' ;  since  tlie  otiirr  is  tnuiHitiit  and  jwrabible; 
ir^'ui-  Willi  the  jiidiinouAujiwtle;  If  "that  which  is  to  li 
will  siiiin  lie  ron^ti^ivl  over  to  dissolution  "isgloriiMi; 
lirli  ri'niiiini'tli,"  wh(ML-  blcnscd  cfli-da  continue  to  elenii 
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35*.  In  the  prophecy  of  Zccliari&Ii,  tho  digtuty  of  our  Rodccmcr's  nature, 
uid  the  perfection  of  hu  obedience,  ore  displayed,  by  the  ninilitudu  of  a 
■tone,  (Zech.  iii.  9,)  adorned  with  exquisite  engraving,  wrought  not  by 
Becnlcel  or  AlioUab,  though  divinely  inspired  artists,  but  by  tlic  fingt-r  of 
Jehovah  himself;  and  more  highly  finished  tham  itiB  posublu  for  human  skill 
to  equal,  or  hoinan  thouglit  to  conceive. 

The  whole  tenor  of  our  Lord's  conduct  was  a  living  exemplification  of  piety 
ud  morality,  in  their  most  extensivo  branches  and  most  amiablu  forms, 
flunts  of  the  highest  attainnients  have  fallen  short  of  tlic  glory  of  God  ;  have 
bten  (m  from  reoc-hing  the  exalted  standard  of  his  precepts  :  hut  Cliri at  failed 
k  no  point,  came  short  in  no  degree.  Wo  formerly  observed  the  great  suh- 
Emity  and  vast  extent  of  the  divine  law  ;  from  whence  appears  the  extreme 
£fficu1ty,  nay  the  utter  impossibility,  of  our  justification  on  account  of  any 
intiea  performed  by  ourselves.  How  ^ould  wo  n-joice  then  to  eontem]ilate 
Ibe  vicarious  rii^bteoiisness  of  our  condescending  nnd  adorable  Surety  !  As 
the  mercy-scat  was  exactly  commensurate  to  the  dimensions  of  the  ark,  so  did 
onr  Ijorrl's  ubeilieneo  moat  fully  quadrate  with  all  and  every  demand  of  the 
Aline  law.  It  flowed  from  those  beat  of  principles — supremo  love  to  God, 
■wl  unfeigned  aftectiou  to  mankind. 

From  these  two  capital  sources,  let  ua  trace  our  Turd's  obcdiyncc  through 
■ome  little  part  of  its  illustrious  profjress.  Ilis  delight  in  God  was  con- 
spicnous,  even  from  his  early  years.  The  sacred  soh^mni til's  of  the  sanctuary 
were  more  ['ii;.raging  to  his  youtliful  mind,  than  all  the  entertainments  of  a 
festival.  Wlien  lie  entered  ujion  his  ministry,  whi)lo  nights  were  not  too 
long  for  his  c<i]iii)us  devotions.  Tliu  lonely  retirements  of  the  tlcsert,  as  afford- 
iag  opiKirtunity  for  undisturbed  coumiunion  with  God,  were  more  desirable 
to  Christ  than  the  applauses  of  an  admiring  world. 

So  ceaseless  and  transcendent  was  his  love  to  God,  that  he  never  sought 
■Dj  Kjuratc  pleasure  of  Ids  own,  but  alwa}'s  did  those  tliinj;^  which  were 
^nung  in  his  Father's  si^lit.  Ilis  own  will  was  entirely  al>8orlied  in  the 
will  of  the  Most  High,  and  "it  was  his  moat  and  drink,"  refrL'shing  and 
Mghtful  as  the  richest  food,  or  ns  royal  dainties,  "  to  finisli  the  work  that 
wu  given  him  to  do,"  John  iv.  34. 

So  entirely  devotL-d  to  the  honour  of  God,  that  a  zeal  for  his  huusc,  and 
fit  the  purity  of  his  ordinances,  is  represented  by  the  evangelical  historian  as 
"aiting  him  up,"  John  ii.  1 7-  Like  a  heavenly  flame  glowing  in  his  breast, 
it  mnctimea  fired  him  with  a  graceful  indignation,  sometimes  melt<.-d  him 
into  godly  sorrow,  and,  by  exerting  itself  in  a  variety  of  vigorous  olTortB, 
coDmnied  his  vital  spirits. 

So  active  and  unremitted  was  the  obedience  of  the  blct«cd  Jesus,  that  the 
nn  (lid  not  enter  iipiii  his  nice  with  a  more  constant  assiduity,  nor  despatch 
Ui  buriness  with  greater  ex]>cdition ;  and  sure  I  am,  that  radiaut  luminary 
UTCT  disjH-nsL'd  beamii  half  so  briglit,  or  a  thousandth  juirt  so  beneficial. 
Ghort  was  his  span,  but  how  grand  and  extensive  were  his  services !  So 
pmd,  tlint  tliey  bring  more  glory  to  God  than  all  the  administrations  of 
ftOTidcncc,  and  all  the  phenomena  of  nature.  So  extensive,  that  they 
qrad,  in  their  gracious  efficacy,  to  tlie  ends  of  the  eartli,  and  to  the  closing 
pmod  of  time.     Xay,  they  will  difi'use  tlicir  blessed  influeneu  even  to  tho 


t'oltatial  -worUI,  and  have  iw  other  limits  of  tlicir  dnralion  titan  Ihc  »gt»i 
(.■tcmity. 

Slost  affectionately  concpmed  for  the  welfan.'  of  mankind,  h«  «|<Mit  I 
etrrngtli,  not  barely  in  rulii-ving  them  when  hia  aid  waa  iniplorwl,  bat 
Hiking  the  nEBictcd,  and  offering  hie  tusiatnnce.  With  gri-at  fittigue,  i^ 
'  I.  fi,  he.  travulli'd  to  remote  irities,  nnd  with  no  Ipss  rond(«cpii«u>n  hs 
tho  ini>anest  Tillages, — that  all  might  have  tht^  benefit  and  comfort  of 
]mwence.  Though  multitudes  of  miserable  ohji^cta  wei«  brought  to  hin  f 
every  quarter,  yet  lit  waa  pleased  even  to  prevent  tho  wishes  of  tin 
tressed,  and  "  went  about  doing  good." 

"e  gave  sight,  nnd  all  the  agreeable  scenes  of  nature,  to  the  blind ;  fae 
onti  all  the  chuiec  eoinfurts  of  life,  to  the  diseased.  He  expelled  mtJeToIl 
raging  demons,  and  restored,  what  ia  more  predous  than  the  liglit  nf  i 
liody,  or  the  vigour  of  the  cunatitution,  the  calm  possession  of  the  intdledj 
f^iciiltiea.  What  greatly  surpaBsed  all  the  preceding  blessings,  he  reli 
the  wretched  soul  from  the  dominion  of  darknees  and  froni  the  tyranoy: 
Ho  made  his  followers  partakers  of  a  divine  nature,  and  prepared  til 
for  a  state  of  never-ending  bliss. 

Such  priceless  treasures  of  wisdom  and  beneficence  flowed  from  liw  t 
md  were  poured  from  hia  hands!      How  different   these  triumphs  of 
fram  the  trophies  erected  by  wild  ambition  in  the  bloody  field  I      If  ho 
celebrated  those  mighty  butchers  who  made  cities  their  slaughter-lioiiae,; 
half  the  plobe  their  shambles,  and  measured  their  merit  by  the  d( 
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"^Aien  ail  but  himself  lay  sunk  in  soft  rcp<MC,  tliis  advocate  for  a  guilty  world 
engaged  in  an  exercise  of  benevolence,  which,  though  secret  and  unob- 
ed  as  the  falling  dew»,  was  far  more  beneficial  to  our  best  interests  tliau 
pearly  drops  to  the  languishing  herbs. 
Uost  charming  and  unparalleled  benignity !  He  forgot  his  daily  food, 
?d  his  necessary  rest,  to  si)end  and  bt>  spent  for  the  salvation  of  man- 
Neither  the  hardsliips  of  continual  self-denial,  nor  the  calumnirs  of 
omed  tongues,  could  divert  him  from  pursuing  tlii.s  favourite  business. 
sought  none  of  your  honourf^  coveted  none  of  your  rewards,  (.)  ye  cliildrt^n 
if  men!  What  he  sought,  wliat"  he  coveted,  was  to  wear  out  his  life  in 
prar  service,  and  lay  it  down  for  your  ransom.  This  was  all  his  desire,  and 
lui,  indeed,  he  desin^l  earnestly.  lie  longed,  (beneficent,  blessed  Hting!) 
IB  longed  for  the  fatal  hour,  lie  severely  rebuked  one  of  his  discipk'S  wlio 
PoaUl  have  dis'^uaded  him  from  going  as  a  voluntivr  to  the  cross.  He  was 
straitened*,  under  a  kind  of  holy  uneasiness,  till  the  dreadful  work  was 
plished  ;  till  he  was  baptist^l  with  the  baptism  of  his  sufferings,  bathed 
li  bloody  and  plunged  in  death. 

By  this  most  meritorious  obedience  .and  di-ath,  what  did  he  not  d(.S(Tve  ? 
■Iiat  did  he  not  procure  ?  He  procured  those  inestimable  blessings,  the 
pudoD  of  sin  and  reconciliation  with  God  ;  procured  them  (O  love  unmerited 
wmd  onmeasurable !)  for  prodigals,  for  traitors,  for  rebels !  I'o  this  it  is 
Wtrng  that  we,  who  were  enemies  against  God,  may  call  tho  King  of  heaven 
•■r  Father,  may  have  free  acx:ess  to  him  in  all  our  difliculties,  and  may  lioi>e 
^  reign  with  him  in  everlasting  glory. 

.  Was  ever  goodness  like  this  goodnessf  ?  were  ever  blessings  comparable 
to  these  blessings,  or  purchased  with  such  a  price  ?  Hide,  hide  your  dimi- 
■ished  heads,  ye  little  transitory  donatitms  of  silver  and  gold.  The  riches  of 
s  thousand  mines,  Wstowed  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked,  are  the 
■ost  contemptible  trifles,  if  mentioned  with  the  charity  of  the  teaching,  the 
Ming,  the  bleeding  Jesus  !  Kingtloms  given  away  in  alms,  if  viewed  with 
ta»  infinitely  noble  beneficence,  would  make  just  the  same  figure  as  a  spark 
fcm  the  summer-hearth  under  the  potent  and  boundless  blaze  of  noon.  This 
iiindei*d  '*love  that  passeth  knowledge,"  Eph.  iii.  19. 

Amidst  all  tliese  miracles  of  power  and  of  love,  (any  one  of  which  would 
hire  entitled  him  to  universal  admiration  and  everlasting  honour,)  how 
hnmble  was  our  Saviour  !  O  humility — virtue  dear  to  tho  most  high  God, 
nd  peculiarly  amiable  in  men — never  didst  thou  appear  in  so  charming  a 
JieaB,  or  so  striking  a  light ! 

At  his  birth,  not  accommodated  with  a  magnificent  palace,  but  L>dged  in 
I  liable  and  laid  in  a  manger.  As  he  advanced  in  years,  not  attended  with 
I  royal  equipage,  or  supplied  from  a  royal  revenue,  hut  labouring  with  his 
•mi  hands,  and  earning  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow.  When  he 
atered  upon  his  ministerial  oflice,  not  the  least  ostcrntatious  ])arade  ap})eared 
in  the  performance  of  all  his  wonderful  works.  So  far,  so  very  far  from 
iflkcting  the  acclamations  of  the  populace,  that  he  of  ten.  imposed  silence  on 

•  Luke  xii.  50.     Tlie  original  wonl  eruviy^^fAai  seems  to  express  the  conditiuu  of  a  pcrao*' 
wedged  in  on  every  side  by  a  tumultuous  thronir  of  people. 

t  Codnu,  it  is  li ue,  devoted  hiuiiielf  to  dttitli  fur  the  Atbeniuns ;  and  Curtiu.s  tbre^ 
Itimsclf  into  the  yawning  gulf  for  the  preservation  of  the  Romans.      iJut  these  died  bein 
■ere  creatores,  and  guilty  creatures ;  whereas  the  dying  Jesus  was  perfectly  inuocent-, 
*ti  npremely  glorious. 


tboM  nnapeakably  indebtyii  lips  which  wctp  rcmly  to  overflow  wIm 
and  iroiild  fain  hiive  keen  the  trump*^  of  his  fnmo.  { 

Though  a  voice  from  heaven  ptoclaimed  him  the  beloved  of  his  almigl 
Father,  lio  disdained  not  to  omi  the  ignoble  character  of  a  can'^"'*^'''  i 
Matth.  xiii.  55.  Tliough  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  he  condewcmla 
wash  the  feet  of  mean  fishennen  and  vile  sinners,  John  xiii.  14.  Thtt 
proprietor  and  lord  of  ths  whole  world,  he  was  content  to  he  more  de«li| 
than  the  fowls  of  the  air,  or  the  foxes  of  the  desert.  Matt.  viii.  30;  ri 
destitute' (astonishing  abasement!)  than  the  most  insignificant  and  n 
liatcd  animals. 

Grandoiir,  we  find,  ia  apt  to  beget  expectations  of  superior  regard ;  i 
Bequently  gives  a  keener  edge  to  every  ath'ont,  and  renders  the  mind  morel 
derly  sensible  of  every  disrespect.  But  our  Lord's  meekness  was  as  giMl 
his  dignity  ;  and  that  throughont  a  series  of  such  insu&nnhle  pravocatic 
U  were  equalled  by  nothing  but  the  sweetness  of  his  forgiving  grace.        ' 

Wlien  rudely  affrontpd,  he  calmly  bore,  and  kindly  overlooked  the  in 
When  contradicted  by  petulant  and  presumptnoua  sinners,  he  endured,  i 
the  utmost  serenity  of  temper,  their  unreasonable  cavils  and  their  ohstil 
perverseness.  When  his  invitations,  his  most  endearing  invitations,  * 
ungratefully  and  stubbornly  rejected,  instead  of  remitting,  be  renewed  tilt 
and,  with  still  warmer  a£E?ction,  importuned  his  hearers  not  to  forsake  d 
own  mercies,  not  to  forego  their  own  felicity.  Wlien  all  the  winning  aril 
persuasion  were  incfiectual,  he  added  bis  tears  to  his  slighted  entreaties,  i 
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iMpont  of  his  wrath  cleft  his  very  reins  asunder,  «ind  poured  his  gall  upon 
hb  earth*  :" — Amidst  all  this  exquisite  distress,  he  sinned  not  by  the  least 
ipH^iiln  perturbation  ;  but  bowed  his  head,  and  dutifully  kissed  the  divine 
|ri,  and  conliaUy  blessed  his  very  murderers. 
Thus  did  the  whole  choir  of  active  and  passive  virtues  abound  and  shine 
Lord ;  abound  with  the  richest  variety,  and  shine  with  the  hitrhest 
;  infinitely  surpassing  that  curious  assemblage  of  costly  gems  which 
led  the  Aaronic  breast-plate,  Exod  xxviii.  17 — 20,  and,  as  far  as  earthly 
can  represent  heavenly,  typified  the  splendour  and  j>erfcction  of  our 
eemer's  righteousness, 
f  in  all  this,  he  acted  and  suffered  as  God's  righteous  servant,  and  as  his 
jsople  8  righteous  surety.  By  all  this,  he  fulfilled  every  jot  and  tittle  of  the 
Bvmc  law ;  nay,  he  more  than  fulfilled,  he  magnified  it.  He  gave  it  (if  I 
my  apply  the  most  beautiful  allusion  that  ever  was  used,  to  the  most 
KNnentous  subject  that  was  ever  discussed)  "  good  measure  pressed  down, 
■d  sliaken  together,  ami  running  over,"  Luke  vi.  38. 
He  defied  the  most  vimlaut  of  his  enemies  to  convince  him  of  sin.  A 
malignant,  a  far  more  sagacious  adversar}-  than  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
conld  detc»<:t  no  blemish  in  our  I^rd  Jesus.  "  The  prince  of  this  world," 
bat  infernal  tyrant  who  had  deceived  and  enslaved  all  the  nations  of  the 
Bfth,  '^  came  and  found  nothing  in  him,'*  John  xiv.  30  ;  not  the  least  cor- 
^ition  in  his  nature,  not  the  least  d<;fect  in  his  obedience. 

**Hc  hath  done  all  things  well,"  Mark  vii.  37,  was  the  general  acclamation  of 
■ankind  ;  or,  as  the  wonls  may  be  renderf^d,  '^  he  hath. done  all  things  finely 
ad  giacefuUy,"  (»c«Xwf,)  with  every  circumstance  that  can  constitute  the  pro- 
HwCy  and  dignity,  the  utility  and  In^auty  of  action. 

*•  1  have  glorified  thee  on  earth,"  John  xvii.  4,  was  his  own  profession 
More  the  most  high  God.  I  have  glorified  thee  in  <all  that  I  acted,  in  all 
HmI  I  utten^l,  in  all  that  I  suffered.  I  1ia\e  displayed  the  magnificence  of 
tkf  majesty,  the  riches  of  thy  grace,  and  the  honour  of  all  thy  attributes. 
iMomach,  that  '^  whoso  s(*eth  me,  seeth  the  Father,"  John  xii.  45  ;  whoever 
properly  acquainted  with  my  pt»rson  and  my  work  of  redemption,  sees  the 
e  and  knows  the  incomprehensible  Deity  ;  sees  his  venerable,  his  amia- 
Ik,  his  adorable  perfectitms,  in  the  clearest  mirror,  and  in  the  brightest  light. 
God  also,  who  is  the  supreme  standard,  and  unerring  Ju<lgc  of  excellency, 
;  VoK  his  testimony  to  our  blessed  Mediator.  lie  spoke  it  once,  yea  twice, 
=  ad  with  a  voice  from  heaven.  In  the  constitution  of  the  material  world, 
'  vken  it  camo  forth  from  the  Creator's  hand.  Omniscience  itself  could  discern 
:  Mfiaw.  Neither  could  Justice  itself,  upon  the  strictest  inquiry,  discover 
t  my  bilure  in  the  obe<liencc  of  our  Sun»ty.  As,  thcn?fore,  it  was  said  con- 
comng  the  works  of  creation,  ''  lliey  are  all  very  gocnl."  Gen.  i.  31,  so  it  was 
nid  oooccming  our  Saviour,  and  by  the  same  Almighty  JMajesty,  "  In  him  I 
unwell  pleas^,"  Matth.  iii.  17* 
!  YoQ  took  notice,  and  very  justly,  how  much  the  productions  of  nature 
oeeed  and  eclipse  the  attempts  of  human  skill.  We  are  jdeased  with  the 
perflBrmances  of  the  painter ;  but  do  they  equal  the  native  blush  of  the  rose, 

*  lliete. tragical  images  are  borrowed  from  the  book  of  Job,  who  was  an  eminent  type 
•ftiafferiDgSaTiour  ;  and  thout;h  they  are  the  very  eloquonre  of  wtie,  they  do  not  rxag- 
pntti  tbej  cannot  express,  that  inconceivable  biiguish  which  wrung  a  bloody  sweat  from 
tvUesaed  Master's  body,  and  forced  from  Lis  lips  thit  melancholy  exclamation..''  M^ 
-^  -■-  tammful— exceeding  sorrowful—sorrowful  even  unto  dcalh."     ^tc  ioVj  xVv. 
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or  tlio  Artless  gl«w  of  a,  pea-blowom  t  We  ue  ehuiBed  wiA  «  fiitB  fm 
raamcUingi  l>ut  is  it  fit  to  be  compared  withtiie  uatanlpoUabof  K  tfaoi 
shells  whicli  aru  formed  in  the  ocean,  or  a  thouMud  aoeds  wfaioh  tpnng 
the  earth  ?  Wu  nJinirc  tho  virtun  of  tha  ancient  aaint^  tnen  "  that 
honotircil  in  tliuir  gcni'ratioD,  and  the  fjloiy  of  their  times,  £c(f  ns.  si 
We  ailiiiin:  t)tc  iiittlcnms  of  Moses,  and  Uie  magnanimitj'  of  Elijah; 
exaltoil  |>ii.'ty  of  Isniidi,  and  tlio  enlarged  wisdom  of  Daniel ;  the  ■ 
spirit  of  JosJiun,  and  the  passive  graces  of  Jeremiah.  But  what  proportiai 
dieni  all  ti>^<'thcr — what  proportion  do  they  all  bear  to  his  obedience  " 
is  gone  into  lii'avcn,  angels,  and  authorities,  and  powers,  being  made  n 
unto  him  '."  J  I'et.  ili.  22^  "  who  is  called  the  Holy  One  and  the  Ivtt," 
iii.  14,  not  nnl y  W  way  of  emphasis,  but  by  way  of  exclunon ;  becaa 
])crson  la  worthy  of  the  character,  no  duties  deserve  to  bo  mentioned, ' 
Christ  and  his  merits  arc  under  conwduration. 

If  then  wi!  talk  of  murit,  what  mtrit  must  there  be  in  sucli  imnuc 
sanctity  iif  b»iiI,  nnil  such  exemplary  holineu  of  conduct ;  such  ardent 
for  God,  and  sueh  compassionate  good-will  to  men ;  sQch  comnn 
worthiness  and  cxteniuve  iisffuluess  ;  such  as  were  utterly  unknown  b 
have  been  ahsulntely  unc<(uallcd  since,  and  never  wilt  nor  con  be  pan) 
thninghoiit  all  ages  1 — 0  my  Thcron !  what  is  the  drop  of  a  bnclut  t 
unfathomable  waves  of  the  ocean  ?  What  is  a  grun  of  sand  to  the  nnmei 
bio  dimensions  of  the  universe  ?  What  ia  an  hour  or  a  moment  to  the  a 
tcvulution»  of  eternity  ?     Such  are  all  human  endowments  and.  all  hi 


Y  awngli  to  nptiTAte  our  liearts  and  fire  out  i£fectioD8 ;  firo  them  with 
nt  and  incxtingniehublo  dcsiies  after  a  personal  interest  and  propriety  in 
O,  may  the  eternal  Spirit  revenl  our  Rcdcemer'a  riglitcousncFB,  in  all  its 
.cnly  beauty  and  divine  lustre  !  Tlien,  I  am  sure,  we  shall  esteem  it 
re  everything ;  we  shall  regard  it  as  the  ''  one  thinj;  needful ; "  wc  shall 
it  oil  things,  in  comparison  of  it,  worthless  as  cliaff  and  empty  as  tho 
I. 

3  an  immortal  and  fallen  soul  every  thing  else  is  empty  as  the  wind  ;  but 
sinners  may  "  euck  and  be  satisfied  with  this  breast  of  consolation  ; " 
thousands  and  thoiieandE  of  millions  may  "  milk  out,  and  be  delighted 
the  abundance  of  its  glory,"  Isa.  Ixvi.  1].  Here  wc  shall  find  the 
rine  of  supererogation  no  longer  a  chimera,  hut  a  delightful  reality. 
>  indeed  is  an  immense  Eurplusage,  an  inexhaustible  fond  of  merit, 
rient  to  enrich  a  whole  world  of  indigent  and  miserable  creatures ; 
SKtit  to  make  their  cup  nin  over  with  a  superabundant  fulness  of  peace 
joy,  90  long  ns  time  shall  last,  and  when  time  shall  be  no  more.  For, 
K  the  apostle's  weighty  argument,  "  If,  by  one  man's  ofiTenee,  death 
led  by  one  ;  much  more  they  which  rceeivc  abundance  of  grace,  and  of 
pfl  of  righteousness,  shall  reign  in  life  by  one,  Jesus  Clirist,"  Bom.  v.  17. 
ne  ol!enee,  committed  by  one  mere  man,  made  all  his  posterity  chargeable 
guilt,  and  liable  to  death  ;  how  luucb  nmre  shall  the  manifold  instances 
IT  divine  Redeemer's  obedience  ;  of  his  long,  uninterrupted,  consummate 
teousness ; — how  mwh  more  shall  tlicy  absolve  all  his  people  from 
einnation  and  punishment,  and  entitle  them  to  the  honours  ond  joys  of 
ortslity ! 

'hich  will  appear  in  a  clearer  light,  if,  to  the  perfection  of  his  obedience, 
dd  the  majesty  of  his  person.  A  proper  Kubjeet  this  for  some  future 
r. — In  the  mean  time,  let  mo  desire  my  friend,  the  friend  of  my  bosom, 
mtemplatt-  our  Lord  Jesus  under  that  lovely  and  august  character, 
dHous  in  holiness,"  Exod.  xv.  11.  And,  for  my  j'art,  I  will  not  cease 
»y,  that  a  sense  of  tliiw  supereminently  grand  and  precious  righteousness 
be  written  on  my  Theron's  heait.  On  those  living  tables  may  it  bo 
figures  cut  on  a  rock  of  ^o&H  uiarble,  or  inscribed  on  the  bark  of  a 
ing  tree  ;  he  lasting  in  its  duration  as  the  former,  and  spreading  in  ita 
nice  08  the  latter.  It  will  then  W  a  sure  i>roof,  that  his  name  is  written 
le  book  of  life ;  and  it  shall  then  bo  a  i)k'asing  pattern  for  the  nfTection, 
{ratitude,  and  the  friendship  of  his  Aspasio. 

S. — You  give  a  most  astonishing  account  of  tho  jircssure  of  the  alnios- 
i.  Astonishing  indeed !  that  we  should  be  continually  surrounded,  con- 
fly  overwhelmed  with  such  a  tremendous  load,  and  not  be  crushed  to 
I ;  no,  nor  be  SFn»ible  of  the  least  weight.  Tliis,  I  think,  may  ser\'c  to 
sent  the  state  of  n  sinner  unawakcucd  from  carnal  security.  Loads, 
than  mountainous  loads  of  guilt,  ace  upon  his  soul,  and  ho  perceives  not 
nrden.  For  this  reason,  he  is  under  no  apprehensions  of  the  vengeance 
lery  indignation  which  he  deserves :  he  has  no  superlative  esteem  for 
liHiemcnt  and  merits  of  the  Itcdeemcr,  which  alone  can  deliver  him 
the  wrath  to  come.  But  if  once  his  conscience  fecla,  what  his  lips  J 
pa  have  often  repeated,  "  Wo  do  comeatly  rciicnt  ua  oi  tt\eae  ooi  to».  I 
(  the  remembrafiec  of  them  ia  grievous  unto  us,  tUe  A)vii4cn  ol  ft^cro^'i* 
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intulcrablo  ;  "  tlicn  how  w!tl  ho  prize  euch  ri  text,  "  The  Loid  Ud  on  CU 
the  inititiity  u!  n»  all ! "  How  will  ho  long  for  an  inteieat  in  the  Lunb 
God,  "  which  tiikcth  away  the  sin  of  the  world ! "  Then  that  Jenu  iri 
has  "finishcil  thf  triinsyressinn,  and  brought  in  cvcrlastinjr  rightcoumeii 
will  hv  itU  lib  siilvation,  ami  all  his  desire. 


I-ETTKR  VlII, ASFASIO  TO  TlIEROK. 

ItEAit  TiiEitoN, — I  hiivi!  just  hwa  Trading  that  cxiiuisitel/  fine  pifct 
wiiri^d  hi-;l(iry,  t!io  life  of  Joseph  :  n  history  fillod  with  surprising  inoda 
imd  Hiic.'X|>i'cti.-d  ri'vi>hit)<iiis  ;  adomcil  with  the  ino!<t  heroic  iiuianca 
Iriiinijihiiiit  virtiu',  liotli  iimid-st  the  allurenients  of  temptation  and  underti 
pres.siiri'"  of  iilHiciiiiti ;  animated  with  i<ueh  tendciand  pnthetie,  such  meltb 
and  alariiiiiiL.'  Imirhi's  of  natural  eloquence,  as  cverj-  reader  must  fel,a 
every  true  tritie  will  ailniirc. 

Vhiii  I  eaiMi'  til  thiit  nniarkiilile  injimction  with  which  the  gcvm 
vieeroy  disuii-^si.l  hi^  br,-thrru,  "  Ye  shall  tell  my  father  of  all  my  glwy 
K;.'v-|it,"  (Jill.  xlv.  I;{;— I  paiisi'd— 1  pondend — I  was  struek,  CertMI 
tliifi  was  enjiiincil,  nut  hy  way  of  ostentation,  hut  on  account  of  the  picait 
whieh  liL-  kiiiw  it  woulil  yii-'ld  the  ^food  oM  patriarch.  Was  it  some  Id 
promjitin;;  nii^'il.  nr  llic  voice  of  pratitude  and  devotion,  that  whispered 
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WaSr  esdeftTOOMd,  to  strike  oat  a  Bhadowy  draught  of  our  Lord's  completo 
fctdiwue ;  I  would,  though  unequal  to  tlio  task,  unco  more  reaume  my  pen, 
■id  Attempt — notliiDg  like  a  display,  but  only  a  faint  sketch  of  his  cBucntial 
mgmty. 

Pint  let  me  observe,  that  for  some  time  past  ire  have  been  visited  with  tlio 
■xoet  uncomfortable  weather,  dcwlces  nights,  and  sultry  days.  The  firmament 
vu  more  like  a  glowing  fiiniaco  than  the  region  of  refreshing  rain.  The 
■ith  lay  parched  with  thirst,  and  chapped  with  heat.  The  meadows  were 
iVBined  of  their  humidity,  and  all  the  flowers  hung  their  fading  heads.  The 
taeuus,  whith  used  to  flow  pnrallel  with  the  verdant  margin,  abandoned  their 
iks,  and  sunk  dimini>>heil  and  discoloured  to  the  bottom  of  their  oozy 
nnels.  Nature  in  general  seemed  to  he  resigning  the  '^  robe  of  beauty  for 
gannent  of  heaviness."  Drought  was  in  all  our  hurders,  and  famine  wo 
nd  was  not  for  behind.  Tliough  clouds  of  dust  obscured  the  air,  tnmishcd 
hedges,  and  almost  smothered  the  traveller,  yet  not  one  cluud  of  fleecy 
ite  appeared,  to  vaiiegate  the  blue  expanse,  or  give  us  hopes  of  a  reviving 
wcr. 

It  reminded  me  of  that  awful  threatening  denounced  by  Moses  on  a  wicked 
de :  "  The  heaven,  that  is  over  thy  head,  shall  be  brass,  and  the  earth, 
i  ia  under  thee,  shall  be  iron,"  Dent,  xxviii.  23.  It  made  me  npprelien- 
of  that  terrible  state  which  the  prophet  so  emphatically  describes  :  "  The 
I  is  wasted,  and  the  land  moumeth.  The  seed  is  rotten  under  the  clods, 
the  harvest  perisheth.  The  gamers  are  laid  desolate,  and  the  bums  are 
un  down.  The  new  wine  is  dried  u]),  the  oil  languisheth,  and  all  the 
t  of  the  field  are  withered.  How  do  the  beasts  groan  !  The  herds  of 
ttle  are  perplexed ;  yea,  the  flocks  of  sheep  arc  made  desolate  :  because  the 
in  of  waters  are  dried  up,  and  the  fire  hath  devoured  the  postures  of  the 
dimess,"  Joel  i.  10,  &c.  But,  blessed  be  the  divine  Providence,  our  fears 
Taniahcd,  and  a  must  joyful  change  has  taken  ])lace.  The  Lord  hatli 
Bt  a  gracious  rain  upnn  his  inlieritance,  and  refreshed  it  when  it  was 
iry,"  Psalm  bcviii.  9. 
Yesterday  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind,  shifting  to  tlie  sQuth,  roused  the 
Bwot  clouds,  and  brought  some  of  those  agreeable  utrangers  on  its  wings, 
tfirat  they  came  sailing  in  small,  and  thin,  and  scattered  parties.  Anon, 
I  flying  squadrons  advanced  in  larger  detachments,  more  closely  wedged, 
i  more  deeply  laden ;  till  at  last,  the  great  rendezvous  completed,  they 
PMd  into  a  body  of  such  depth,  and  extended  their  wings  with  such  a 
Wp,  OS  darkened  the  sun,  and  overspread  the  whole  hemisphere, 
/oat  at  the  cluxe  of  day,  tlic  gales  which  escorted  the  spongy  treasures 
find,  and  consigned  their  charge  to  the  disposal  of  a  profound  calm,  ffot 
^ee(9  shook  the  most  tremulous  leaf:  not  a  curl  ruflled  the  smooth  espon- 
IB  lake :  all  things  were  still,  as  in  attentive  expectation.  The  earth 
to  gasp  after  tlie  hovering  moisture.  Nature,  with  hor  suppliant 
Hm,  in  expressive  pleading  silence,  solicited  the  falling  fniitfulness,  nor 
Kaded  long,  nor  solicited  in  vain. 

I  The  showers,  gentle,  soft,  and  balmy,  descend.  The  vessels  of  heaT« 
kkad  their  precious  freight,  anienrieh  the  penurious  glebe.  Through  J 
W  aight,  the  liqaid  sweetness,  incomparably  more  beneficial  than  tnclufl 
Ctrcr,  distils,  sheddiag  herb/),  and  fruits,  and  flowers*  ^ow  &o  vais^l 
md  nfiiJgeBt,  issues  through  the  portals  of  the  east.  Pleawi,  aa  W  ^W 
r  2 
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Lave  cmci^cd  from  tlie  lat«  aggravated  darknrs^  he  looks  abroad  witb  pa| 
li«r  gfuety  and  tlio  most  engaging  splendours.  He  looks  through  tlic  i 
burdened  air,  and  finds  a  gloddeacd  world,  that  vcants  nothing  but 
all-cheering  bcani-j  tn  render  itd  satisTiiction  cqmplcte, 

Tlio  ginry  comfs! — Hul  to  thy  rising  rajr, 

r.nal  biup  of  light,  nod  tecond  souice  of  diy  ! 

Whu  rube  the  world,  each  nijiping  gale  remoTe, 

Treat  every  sense,  sad  beam  creating  love — Kikkpatuce. 

At  his  auspicious  approach,  ttic  freshened  niountiins  lift  their  head*, 
smile.  The  garden  opens  its  aromatic  stores,  and  breatlies,  as  from  a  ' 
altar,  balm  to  the  smell,  and  incense  to  the  akies.  llic  little  hills,  c 
with  springing  plenty,  clap  their  hands  on  every  side.  The  moistened  p] 
and  irrignons  vollc_v9,  "  laugh  and  sing :  while  their  waters,  lately  exhai 
again  "  are  made  deep,  and  their  rivers  run  like  oil,"  Ezek.  xxxii.  14, 

The  whole  earth,  saturated  with  the  bounty  of  heaven,  and  fluslied 
htimid  life,  wears  a  thousand  marks  of  gratitude  and  complacency.  W 
by  the  copious  rain,  how  bright  and  vivid  is  the  universal  verdure  t^ 
green  carpet  below  may  almost  vie  with  the  blue  canopy  above.  The  I 
and  every  tree,  ^burnish  their  colours,  and  array  themselves  in  their 
apparel ;  which,  as  on  a  day  of  general  festivity,  is  delicately  decked 
gems — gems  of  imsnllied  Instre,  and  of  genial  moisture.  From  every  pu 
ind  from  nil  tile  grove,  ti:e  voice  of  pleasure  and  of  melr)dy  resounds 
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a  our  ikitli  in  the  more  majestic  quality  of  the  fxird  of  Cthity ;  or  rather, 
■ntca  the  two  grand  peculiarities  nliicli  render  liim  unparalleled  in  Iiih  jier* 
3*ul,  and  all-sufficii^nt  in  hia  mediatorial  capacity. 

Great,  unsjicnkably  great  and  glorioUH,  would  our  iSavionr  appciir,  if  W't 
■d  no  otiier  nianife^atiuns  of  lii^  execUrncy  than  those  wjiicti  ]iri'ri'(l<'i|  hifi 
ajaterioii^  incarnation.  In  the  ancient  SerijiturcH,  he  iitand>t  rlmrnl'-riwnl 
V  the  supreme  object  of  God's  iiieffable  coinplaeency,  vetttcd  with  a  (ilxry 
■iar  to  the  birtli  of  time,  or  the  existenc'  of  things' ;  i-vi-n  "  the  glory  which 
nth  the  Father  before  the  worM  wa.i,"  -I'jlin  xvii,  ."j.  II<-  !i  iviry- 
v  exhibited  as  the  ultimate  (h.-sirt-  ;{  all  nations  tin-  fvA':  Ii'i|h-  of  till  tlie 
li  of  the  earth,  the  ^.'ed  ijf  inii-iiinabl'-  and  iiniv-.'rial  iinpirtan''-,  in  whom 
people,  nations  and  lau:.'uaL'>.-:,  ;'i>>i:M  h^  }A':-^<r<i.  In  tho-':  r'lval,  or 
■  ii'mt;,  h..-  i=  publiely  r-c^-ni'^rd  as  th-  Ui'il'-r  of 

•>n  i-  an  v-rU->tinj  d'lmi'nion,  and  hi^  kiwj'l.ui 
>n.  Aai  how  a;i_'ij,t,  how  vtner.thl".  i^  tlii* 
ijliv-:  L-r.,!r ',f  t:.'.-  ir.,-!  r^inin-nt  lairit-!,  and 
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and  the  lionoura  he  leceives ;  the  works  he  hu  done,  wd  tiiow  migbtior 
lie  is  appointed  to  do. 

The  namca  he  bears.— The  title  by  which  Jemu  of  Xaureth  U  duting 
in  the  lieavenly  world  ;  the  name  written  on  his  vestnre,  and  on  hie 
is  "King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lorda,"  Rev^  xix.  16.  The  deacription 
the  incomprehensible  Jehovah  gives  of  the  Surety  for  einful  iften,  r 
this  exalted  Htroin  :  "Tho  Man  that  is  my  fellow  •,**  Zech.  xiii.  7; 
the  apostle  explains  in  that  memorable  and  majestic  clause  ;  "  He  tlioi 
no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  +,"  Phil.  ii.  6.  The  Holy  Oboat,  spi 
by  the  prophet  Isaiah,  of  the  virgin's  son,  enumerat«;B  eevenl  grand  d 
tions,  both  of  his  person  and  hie  office.  He  styles  the  child  that  sho 
bom,  "  the  Wonderful  Counsellor,  the  Everlasting  Father,  the  Might] 
the  Prince  of  I'cace,"  Isa.  is.  6.  Tlic  name  inspired  writer,  thongh  eli 
above  all  orators,  and  more  sublime  than  the  loftiest  poet,  cries  out  i 
turous  astonishment,  "  Who  can  declare  his  generation  V  lea.  liii.  8. 
pencil  can  portmy,  what  language  can  express,  his  matchless  excelle; 
And  may  wc  not  with  equal  propriety  demand.  Who  can  declare  the  n 
lioua  perfection  of  his  righteousncm  ?  It  is  precious  beyond  compt 
beyond  imagination,  precious. 

The  honours  which  our  Lord  receives  aro  proportioned  to  the  iflni 
characters  which  he  sustains.  John  the  Baptist,  than-  whom  a  g 
prophet  or  a  better  judgti  was  lint  bom  of  woHian,  professes  himself  unw 
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Does  not  heayen  likewise  -resound  with  his  praise  ?  The  beloved  disciple,  in 
&  vision  no  less  clear,  and  far  more  magnificent,  beholds  the  Lamb  that  was 
ilain,  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  resplendent  tlirone,  most  beautifully 
adorned  with  a  circling  rainbow,  and  terribly  dignified  by  the  blaze  of  light- 
nings and  the  sound  of  thunders.  Before  this  august  throne,  and  at  the 
disposal  of  the  once  slaughtered  Saviour,  arc  "  seven  lamps  of  burning  fire,'* 
expressive  of  the  divine  Spirit,  in  all  the  variety  of  his  miraculous  gifts  and 
sanctifying  graces,  Rev.  iv.  5.  Four-and-twenty  elders,  clothed  in  white 
raiment,  with  crowns  on  their  heads,  and  the  harj^s  of  God  in  their  hands, 
fall  prostrate  in  deepest  homage  before  the  Lamb.  They  strike  the  golden 
strings,  and  sing  that  sublime  cucharistic  hymn,  '^  Thou  art  worthy  to  tako 
the  book,  and  to  open  the  seals  thereof ;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed 
as  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and 
nation ;  and  hast  made  us,  unto  our  God,  kings  and  ])riests,"  Rev.  v.  9,  10. 

Behold  the  hierarchies  of  an^jels  :  thcv  are  in  number  ten  thousand  times 
ten  thousand. — Hark !  they  raise  their  voice,  and  awaken  all  the  powers  of 
harmony.  Who  is  the  subject,  and  what  is  the  burden  of  their  song? 
"Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  blessing ! "  Nor  these  alone,  but 
eveiy  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  earth,  and  imder  the  earth,  and  such 
as  arc  in  the  sea,  join  the  immense  chorus.  Tlicy  cry,  in  loud  responsive  strains 
of  melody  and  devotion;  "  Blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be 
unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  imto  the  I  jamb  fbr  ever  and  evorT 
Rev.  V.  11,  12,  13. 

This,  you  observe,  is  the  devout  acknowledgment,  not  only  of  the  chenibim, 
the  seraphim,  and  the  spirits,  of  just  men  made  perfect,  but  of  every  creature. 
The  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  stars,  which  garnish  the  heavens ; — ^beasts  and 
creeping  things,  mountains  and  hills,  fniitful  trees  and  all  cedars,  which 
replenish  the  earth ; — ^metals  and  minerals,  gems  and  fossils,  the  subterra- 
Beous  riches  of  nature,  or  things  which  are  under  the  earth ; — even  all  those 
objects  which  my  Theron  lately  contemplated,  do,  in  their  way,  magnify  tho 
Lord  Jesus.  Tliey  bear  witness  to  his  power,  as  their  Creator ;  they  arc 
nbservient  to  his  interests,  as  our  Mediator ;  and  in  this  manner  they  glorify 
his  sacred  name. 

Under  such  views  of  the  blessed  R4?deemcr,  enlarged  and  elevated  even  to 
istonishment,  is  it  possible  to  overrate  the  worth  of  his  mediatorial  obedience  ? 
Is  it  possible  to  lay  too  much  stress  on  his  expiatory  sacrifice,  or  ascribe  too 
much  efficacy  to  his  vicarious  righteousness  ? 

To  the  honours  which  he  receives,  let  us  add  the  works  which  he  has  done. 
By  these,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh,  were  displayed  the  greatness  of  his  glory, 
lad  the  might  of  his  majesty. 

*'  Behold  y  says  the  almighty  Father,  "  my  servant " — he  who  condescends 
to  become  my  servant  in  the  matchless  work  of  redemption — "  shall  deal 
pmdently ;"  shall  conduct  himsc^lf  with  all  the  dignity  and  all  the  sanctity 
nf  wisdom.  In  consequence  of  which  "  ho  shall  be  exalted,  be  extolled,  and 
be  very  high,"  Isa.  Hi.  13.  The  paraphrase  of  the  Jewish  commentators 
on  this  beautiful  climax  is,  though  inadequate,  not  contemptible.  "The 
MesBBah,"  they  say,  ^'  shall  be  higher  than  Abraham,  more  illustrious  than 
MoseSy  and  e:ailted  above  the  angels  of  light,  even  above  tho  prime  ministers* 

*  JPfTMe  wdniiUrs/  thif  ia  almost  a  literal  translation  of  their  ^wotOAfn  ^^ttT^  "^"^^ibx^^ 
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of  heaven."    What  follows,  u  an  Attempt  to  render  tbii  m 
less  defective. 

Heie,  could  you  open  my  chamber-door,  uid  peep  upon  ymu  ftfa 
would  find  him  in  the  same  attitude,  and  under  the  nme  perplexity 
were  formerly  observed  in  Phooion.  Sitting  one  day,  amidst  aa  asai 
the  people,  and  preparing  to  make  a  pabUc  oration,  he  appeared  nnoo 
thonghtful.  Being  asked  the  reason,  "  I  am  oonridering,"  said  he 
I  may  shorten  what  I  shall  have  occasion  to  apeak." — The  compaa 
subject  would  demand  many  volumes ;  whereas  the  limits  of  my  le 
allow  but  A  few  paragraphs. 

Our  Lord  gave  sight  to  the  blind.  He  poured  day  upon  those 
and  benighted  eyes  which  had  never  been  visited  by  the  least  dawE 
— The  dumb,  at  his  command,  found  a  ready  tongne,  and  buiat  into 
pruse. — Tlie  deaf  were  all  ear,  abd  listened  to  the  joyfid  sound  of  si 
■^The  lame,  lame  from  their  very  birth,  threw  aside  their  crutches, 
of  transport  and  exultation  l^ped  like  the  bounding  roe*.  He  restored 
and  beauty  to  the  flesh  emaciated  by  consaming  siokness,  or  incmste 
loathsome  leprosy.  All  manner  of  diseases,  though  blended  with  the 
seeds  of  life,  and  rivetted  in  the  constitution  by  a  long  inveterate  predoi 
— ^seoscs  that  baffled  the  skill  of  the  physician,  and  mocked  the  force 
cine — these  he  cured,  not  by  tedious  applications,  but  in  the  twinkli 
eye  ;  not  by  coi^tly  prescriptions,  or  painful  operations,  hot  by  a  wi 
hie  month  or  a  touch  from  his  hand  ;  nay,  by  the  fringe  of  bis  gan 
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itievenne^  and  bids  the  scaly  nations  bring  him  their  tribute.  Never  was 
9k  indulgence  associated  with  such  magnificence  !  And  never,  never  let  us 
;get,  that  the  indigence  was  ours,  the  magnificence  all  his  own. 
The  waters  themselves,  it  may  be  said,  are  far  more  unmanageable  than 
wr  inhabitants.  TMio  can  control  that  outrageoas  element,  which  has 
fliroyed  so  many  gallant  fleets,  with  the  armies  they  bore,  and  which 
Bnld  laugh  at  the  opposition  of  the  united  world  ?  The  Lord  Jesus  walks 
9«n  its  rolling  surges*,  and  speaks  its  most  tempestuoiis  agitations  into  a 
jko.  *'  The  waves  of  the  sea  are  mighty  and  rage  terribly  ?"  but  "  yet  the 
Did,'*  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood,  '^  is 
^^tior,"  Psalm  xciii.  .5. 

The  winds  are  yet  more  imgoveruablo  than  the  madding  ocean.     When 
iBie  arc  hurledt  abroad  to  shatter  the  forests,  and  shako  the  shores,  who  can 
pb  their  rage  ?    what  can  withstand  their  impetuosity  ?     Even  the  bolster- 
^  winds  hear  the  Saviour's  voice  ;  and  as  soon  as  they  hear  obey.     His 
piee,  more  powerful  to  restrain  than  brazen  dungeons  to  confine,  chides  the 
haoos  whirlwind.     The  furious  whirlwind  is  awed  into  immediate  silence, 
pitth.  viii.  2();  Mark  iv.  39.    That  which  a  moment  ago  heaved  the  billows 
|l  the  clouds,   and  filled  with  outrage  the  howling  firmament,  now  gently 
ipUflpers  among  the  shrouds,  and  scarcely  curls  the  cool  expanse. 
Sinncthing  there  is,  even  within  the  narrow  compass  of  our  own  breasts, 
affords  room  for  more  signal  exertions  of  Deity,  than  the  turbulent  bil- 
of  the  resistless  storm.     Agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  a  prophet,  "  For 
!  he  that  formeth  the  mountains,  and  createth  the  wind :"  and,  as  a  more 
t  proof  of  divine  perfection,  ""^  declareth  unto  man  what  is  hi:j  thought, 
God  of  Hosts  is  his  name,"  Amos  iv.  13 ;  the  possessor  of  such  surpassing 
er  and  wisdom  must  unquestionably  be  the  supreme  Lord.     And  who  is 
but  Jesus  Christ  ?     "  He  knew  what  was  in  man,"  John  ii.  25.     He 
med  the  secrets  of  the  heart ;  discerned  the  latent  purpose  before  it  dis- 
Uosed  itself  in  action,  even  before  it  was  uttered  in  speech  ;  nay,  while  it  lay 
Jti  an  unformed  embiyo  in  the  mind. 

His  glance  pierced  into  futurity  ;  espied  events  in  all  their  circumstances, 
Hark  xiv.  13,  and  with  the  greatest  perspicuity,  before  they  came  into  being. 
Die  hidden  things  of  darkness  were  open,  and  the  contigencies  of  to-morrow 
iverc  present,  to  his  all-pervading  eye.  Nay,  the  unthought  of  revolutions 
men  of  distant  ages,  the  astonishing  catastrophe  of  dissolving  nature,  and 
Qie  awful  process  of  everlasting  judgment,  he  clearly  foresaw,  and  particu- 
kriy  foretold. 

Nor  does  he  only  penetrate  the  recesses,  but  over-rule  the  operations  of  the 

Ibq].     He  so  intimidated  a  midtitude  of  sacrilegious  wretches,  that  they  fled, 

Bol  before  his  drawn  sword  or  bent  bow,  but  at  the  shaking  of  his  scourge, 

John  ii.  14.     He  so  awed,  by  one  short  remonstrance,  John  viii.  7?  ^n  assem- 

Uy  of  conceited  and  ostentatious  Pharisees,  that  they  could  neither  gainsay, 

*  **  He  treadeth  upon  the  waves  of  the  Eea/'  is  one  of  the  prerogatives  ascribed  to  the 

maithigh  God,  Job  ix.  8.  The  original  word  ^n^^2  signifies   '*a  sea,  that  rolls  mountains 
Ugh:**  and  such,  we  have  reason  to  suppose,  were  the  waves  on  which  our  Lord  walked  ; 
■Me the  vessel  to  which*hebcnt  his  cowrse ^acaviXauittt,  "lashed,  battered,  tormented,*' 
^  their  vehement  concussions,  Matth.  xiv.  *24. 

t  Tliis  is  the  literal  translation  of  that  beautiful  Hebrew  phrase,  which  occurs  Jonah 
1 4.   The  Mcred  writer,  describiniy  the  stormy  messenger  which  was  dispatched  to  arrest 
M/ilf/ifnMemu»t,  SMja,  blQJl,  "The  Lord  hurled  forUi  a  great  \rind.^* 
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nor  endure  the  energy  of  bia  discourse ;  tliough,  not  to  endure,  waB  a  tu 
acknowledgment  of  guilt,  and  muat  cover  them   with   public    confyund 
With  a  word,  tlie  most  mild  and  gentle  imoginable,  John  xviii.  6,  be  fli 
Buch  terror  into  a  band  of  armed  men,  as  blasted  all  their  courage,  and  1 
them  ittunned  and  prostrate  on  the  ground.  _ 

All  hearts  are  in  tiia  hand.     He  tumeth  them  as  the  rivers  of  water,  ym 
soever  he  will,"  Prov  xxi.;  with  as  much  oa3e,and  with  the  same  cfficaooB 
sway,  OS  the  current  of  the  rivers  is  turned  by  every  inflection  of  the  cl 
"Follow  me,"  was  his  call  to  James  and  John:  "Follow  mo',"  Mark  ii.  (f 
was  all  he  said  to  Levi  the  publican.     Tliough  the  first  wcro  engaged  in  I 
the  ardour  of  business  ;  though  the  lust  was  ^tting  at  the  very  receipt  of  ci 
tom  ;    yet  both  he  and  they,  without  any  demur,  or  the  least  delay.  It 
heir  employ,  left   their  nearest  relations,  and   resigned  their  earthly  all, 
ittend  a  poor  and  despised  master.     Tlieir  acquaintance,  no  doubt,  won 
remonstrate  a.  thousand  inconveniences,  their  enemies  would  not  fail  to  ca 
rash  enthusiasts  ;  but  all  these  considerations  were  lighter  tkl 
lust,  were  less  than  nothing,  when  set  in  competition  with  two  words  (aljr 

of  Naxareth.     Impressed,  deeply  impressed  by  his  powerful 
lions,  such  loss  they  counted  giun,  and  such  obloquy  glory. 

He  planted  bowels  of  compassion  in  the  unfeeling  avaricious  wretcli,  anil 
ilevated,  beyond  the  height  of  the  stars,  desires  that  lay  grovelling 
lelow  the  mire  of  the  swine.  The  slaves  of  sin  he  restored  to  the  lilKTty  of 
ighteousneas;  and  unhappy  creatures, who  were  degenerated  into  thelikenes 
devil,  he  renewed  after  the  imago  of  the  blessed  God.      These  were  th» 
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the  very  lowest  depths  of  his  humiliation,  he  disposed  of  the  scats  of  blif=«,  and 
the  thrones  of  glory.  His  hands  when  swollen  with  wounds,  and  nailed  to  the 
ttae,  evidently  sustained  ^'  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,"  Rev.  i.  18.  Then, 
even  then,  he  opened  and  he  shut  cither  the  gates  of  the  grave  or  the  por- 
tals of  paradise.  What  he  speaks  to  the  penitent  thief,  is  the  language  of 
supreme  authority  :  ^'  To-day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise."  It  is  a 
royal  mandamus,  not  an  humble  petition. 

Docs  our  Lord  s  superiority  extend  to  those  malignant  beings,  the  devil 
and  his  angels  ?  Even  these,  in  spite  of  all  their  formidable  strength  and 
inextinguishable  rage,  he  makes  his  footstool.  Ho  brake  the  teeth  of 
those  infernal  lions,  and  rescued  the  helpless  prey  on  which  their  bloody  jaws 
were  closing.  At  his  command  they  abandoned  their  conquests,  and  relin- 
quish, however  indignant,  however  reluctant,  their  long  accustomed  habita- 
tions. His  single  command,  more  forcible  than  ten  thousand  thunderbolts, 
dispossesses  a  whole  legion  (Mark  v.  9)  of  those  fierce  and  haughty  spirits ; 
drives  them,  all  terrified,  and  deprecating  severer  vengeance,  to  seek  rest  in 
solitary  deserts,  or  to  herd  with  the  most  sordid  brutes. 

As  the  blessed  Jesus  treads  upon  the  necks  of  those  powers  of  darkness,  he 
receives  the  willing  services  of  the  angels  of  light.  They  that  excel*  in 
.Strength,  and  are  active  as  flames  of  fire,  even  they  fulfil  his  command- 
ment, and  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  his  words.  They  graced  the  solemnity 
of  his  birth ;  they  attended  him  after  his  temptation  in  the  wilderness ;  they 
were  the  first  joyful  preachers  of  his  triumphant  resurrection ;  and,  now  he 
b  seated  on  the  right-hand  of  the  Majesty  in  the  highest, — 

They  stand  with  wiDgs  outspread, 

Listening  to  catch  their  Master's  least  command, 
And  fly  through  nature,  ere  the  moment  end. 

Behold  him  now  doing  according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven* 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;  swaying  the  sceptre  over  the  legions 
of  hell,  and  the  powers  of  nature  ;  exercising  dominion  in  the  hearts  of  men, 
in  the  territories  of  the  grave,  and  mansions  of  disembodied  spirits.  Then 
let  my  Theron  determine — under  such  views  of  our  Saviours  unequalled 
majesty  and  unbounded  sovereignty,  let  him  determine — whether  it  be  safer 
to  rest  our  infinite  and  eternal  interests  on  our  own  righteousness  rather  than 
on  his. 

"We  have  selected  some  few  manifestations  of  our  Redeemer's  excellent 
greatness.  Even  the  evangelical  historians  give  its  no  larger  a  proportion  of 
his  astonishing  deeds,  than  the  first-fruits  bear  to  a  copious  harvest :  yet, 
were  they  all  particularly  enumerated,  and  circumstantially  displayed,  they 
would  appear  inconsiderable,  compared  with  those  far  more  distinguished 
trophies  of  almighty  power  which  he  has  decreed  in  some  future  period  to 
erect  •{•. 

He  will  gather  to  his  sacred  fold  the  people  of  his  ancient  church,  though 

*  Would  any  one  see  a  sketch  of  the  glory  and  excellence  of  the  angelic  nature  ?  Let  him 
tee  it  in  that  inimitably  fine  stroke  of  the  sacred  pencil :    *'  I  saw  another  angel  come 
down  from  heayen,  having  great  power,  and  the  earth  waa  lightened  with  his  glory/*  Re" 
xriiL  1. 

f  The  dinity  of  our  Lord,  considered  as  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  all  things,  is  I 
uentioiied  here ;  because  something  of  this  kind  is  professedlyattempted  in  the  *'  Descg 
upon  Creation/*  sulijoined  to  the  "  Meditations  among  the  Tombs,**  &c.  to  which  I 
Msre  to  refer  mj  readen. 
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they  are  dispersed  into  all  londa,  and  mostinveterately  prejudiced  sgainal 
truth  of  his  i^rispel.  How  mighty  was  his  hand,  how  illustrionsly 
stretched  his  ami,  when  he  made  a  path  through  the  surges  of  the  ot 
drove  the  torrent  uf  Jordan  backwuds,  and  fetched  rivers  of  water  from 
flinty  roek !  Far  more  mighty  will  he  its  operations,  when  he  shall  ren 
the  seemingly  insnrmountiihle  obstructions  to  the  general  restoration  of 
Jews  ;  shall  throw  all  their  religious  apprehensions  into  e,  new  channel  ; 
cause  tears  of  pcciitential  sorrow  to  start  from  theii  stony  eyes,  confessioi 
nnfeigned  faith  to  issue  from  their  hlaspheming  lips. — Yet  thus  it 
assurL'dly  l>c.  lu  the  volume  of  the  divine  book  it  is  written,  "  They  s 
look  on  liim  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn,"  Zeeh.  xii.  10.  T 
shall  adore  as  the  Alcssiah,  the  once  despised  Galilean ;  and  fix  all  t 
hopes  of  final  felicity  on  that  very  person  whom  their  fathera  slew  and  han 
on  a  tree. 

Amazing  revolution  in  the  religious  world !  Yet  this,  together  with 
destruction  of  antichrist,  and  the  illumination  of  the  benighted  Gentiles,  t 
pass  for  small  incidents,  compared  with  those  stupendous  events  which  ■ 
dignify  and  signalize  the  closing  scene  of  affairs. 

Then  Hhall  the  Lord  Jesus  he  manifested  in  unspeakable  glory,  and  e: 
such  acts  of  omnipotence  as  will  he  the  terror  of  hell,  the  joy  of  heaven, 
wonder  of  eternity.  Then  will  he  put  an  end  to  time,  and  hid  the  spri 
of  nature  cease  to  operate.  Then  shall  his  tremendous  trumpet  rend 
nniversa)    vault,   and  pierce  the   dormitories  of  the  dead.     Then  will 
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awaking,  sball  come  fortb.  Every  human  body,  tbougb  ages  have  revolved 
since  it  gave  up  tbe  ghost ;  though  worms  have  devoured  the  flesh,  and 
cUssolution  mouldered  the  bones ;  though  its  parts  have  been  grinded  by  tlie 
teeth  of  beasts,  or  consumed  by  the  rage  of  fire ;  dissipated  in  viewless  winds, 
or  scattered  over  the  boundless  globe ;  lost  to  our  senses,  and  lost  even  to 
onr  imagination — yet  will  every  human  body  then  bo  restored ;  its  limbs 
reassembled,  and  not  an  atom  wanting;  its  frame  rebuilt,  and  never  bo 
demolished  more. 

Then  shall  the  unnumbered  myriads  of  departed  spirits  return  from  their 

separate  abodes ;  and,  commissioned  by  him  '^  who  is  the  resurrection  and 

the  life,"  reanimate  each  his  organised  system.     Tlien  shall  Satan  and  his 

accomplices,  those  execrable  and  horrid  criminals,  be  dragged  from  their 

dungeons  of  darkness,  and  receive  their  doom  at  the  Redeemer  s  tribunal. 

Then  will  misery  and  happiness,  both  consummate,  and  both  everlasting,  bo 

awarded  by  the  Saviour  s  sentence.     Then  will  he  consign  over  the  ungodly 

world,  and  the  rebellious  angels,  to  the  flames  of  hell,  and  to  agonies  of 

despair.     Then,  will  he  invest  the  righteous  with  the  inheritance  of  heaven, 

ud  instate  them  in  the  fulness  of  joy.     Ilis  word  is  fate ;  immutability 

seals,  and  eternity  executes,  whatever  he  decrees. 

And  has  this  Jesus,  so  glorious,  so  majestic,  so  adorable — has  he  vouch- 
safed to  take  our  nature,  and  become  our  righteousness  ?  was  he  made  under 
ihe  law  ?  did  he  fulfil  all  its  demands  ?  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  the  penal, 
and  yield  perfect  obedience  to  the  preceptive  ?  on  piirj^ose  that  the  merit  of 
all  might  be  made  over  to  us  ?  Astonishing  condescension  !  ineffable  grace  ! 
What  thanks  are  due  to  such  infinitely  rich  goodness !  What  a  remedy  is 
here  for  the  impotence  and  guilt  of  fallen  man  !  AVhat  a  sure  foundation  of 
hope,  and  what  an  abundant  source  of  joy,  to  every  one  that  belicveth ! 

It  is  declared  by  the  oracle  of  God,  "  That  such  an  Iligh-priest  became 
Ds,"  was  absolutely  necessary  for  our  obnoxious  and  ruined  condition,  "  who 
is  holy,  harmless,  uudefiled,  separate  from  sinners, — and  made  higher  than 
the  heavens,"  Heb.  vii.  2().  It  appears,  I  flatter  myself,  from  the  letter 
already  in  your  hand,  that  Christ  fully  answered  the  former  character;  and 
from  this  epistle  I  hope  it  will  appear,  that  he  is  the  very  person  described 
in  the  latter  clause. 

Estimate  now,  my  dear  friend,  estimate  if  you  can,  the  glory  and  excel- 
lency of  this  sublime  person.     Then  may  you  learn  how  to  state  the  worth 
of  his  righteousness,  and  the  degree  of  affiance  suited  to  his  merits.     Rather 
you  will  perceive,  that  his  spotless  birth,  his  perfectly  obedient  life,  his 
exquisitely  bitter  death,  are  a  satisfaction  of  unknown  dignity  ;  precious  *, 
far  beyond  all  the  graces  of  men,  and  all  the  duties  of  angels ;  able  to  save 
to  the  uttennost  all  that  rely  on  them,  and  come  unto  God  through  them. 

Consonant  to  this  are  the  sentiments  of  that  penetrating  critic  and  pro- 
found scholar.  Dr.  Lightfoot,  who,  treating  of  our  Saviour  s  obedience,  says, 
I     "-"Add  to  all  this,  the  dignity  of  his  person  who  performed  this  obedience  ; 
I     that  he  was  God  as  well  as  man :  and  his  obedience  is  infinite ;  such  as  in 
^fe  validity  subdued  Satan,  and  in  its  all-sufficiency  satisfied  the  justice  of 
"od."     After  which,  our  celebrated  author  makes  this  important  and  delight- 
"'i  improvement :  "  Think,  Cliristian,  what  a  stock  obedience  and  righteous- 
°^8e  here  is  for  thee,  to  answer  and  satisfy  for  thy  disobedience  and  nnrighte- 
•  This  ii  expressed  by  the  sacred  historian,  with  an  energy  which  no  translation  can 
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onmess,  if  thou  bocomo  a  cliild  of  the  covonant.  Heit  is  nnou^  for  cri 
•ool  that  comes  to  him,  be  they  nerer  so  many.  Like  the  widow's  oil  ini 
hook  of  Kings,  there  in  enough  and  enough  agnio,  and  as  long  oe  any  vm 
ii  brought  to  receive  it  *." 

We  need  not  wonder  that  Gentilei',  who  are  ignorant  of  the  Rcdeenia. 
thut  Jews,  who  treat  bim  with  <;oiitemptuou«  Bcorn  ;  that  professors  of  ni 
gion,  who  depy  his  eternal  Godliead ;  place  little,  if  any,  confidenoe  i 
rightcousucss.  But  it  ia  strange  that  Christians,  who  know  the  Saviour, 
acknowledge  his  divinity,  and  boliexe  him  to  \ie  cs&lted  above  all  ble 
ftnd  praise — it  is  exceedingly  strange,  tliat  tlioy  do  not  rejoice  in  bim,  i 
their  boast  of  bim,  nnd  say,  with  a  becoming  disdain,  of  every  other  depnj 
snce,  "  Get  ye  heoce,"  Isa.  xxx.  22. 

Such  nn  aaacmhlagc  of  divine  perfections  must  warrant,  must  dotnand, 
moat  undivided  and  the  most  unbounded  confidence.     There  uovei  vna, 
sot  in  all  ages  nor  in  all  worlds,  any  thing  greater  or  richer,  more  di 
or  exalted,  than  the  obedience  of  our  Lord.     Nay,  it  is  impoaaiblo  to  ' 
what  could  be  so  suitod  to  our  wants,  so  proper  for  our  reliance,  or  so  m 
itiswer,  more  tlian  answer,  all  our  espectattong. 

Remember  what  the  apostle  affirms,  and  you  will  not  wonder  at  toy  i 
tion :  "  In  him  dwcUetb  all  the  fulness  of  tjie  Godhead  bodily."     Ilow  < 
prebenaivB  and  exalted  is  this  descriptioa  !    It  collects  into  a  point  all  tlie 
of  majesty  and  honour.     It  cxprrsscs  in  a  sentence,  I  say,  not  whatevet  tU 
pen  has  written,  but  whatever  of  dignity  and  excellence  the  Bible  ' 
"  The  Godhead,"  the  nature  and  essence  of  the  Deity 
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!nii8  xenclen  bis  mteicession  prcvalont.  He  is  an  advocate,  a  successful 
dvocate  with  the  Father.  Why  ?  Because  he  is  "  Jesus  Christ  the  right- 
oaa,"  1  John  ii.  1. — From  hence  results  his  ahility  to  justify.  "  He  shall 
iistify  many,"  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah.  On  what  consideration  ?  Because 
i<e  ia  ^^my  righteous  servant,"  Isa.  liii.  11.  This,  and  no  other,  is  the  meri- 
onouB  cause  of  our  salvation.  ^'  Judah  shall  be  saved ;"  shall  escape  damna- 
ion,  and  inherit  glory.  On  what  account  ?  On  account  of  ^'  the  righteous 
Skaiich  raised  up  unto  David*,"  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  6. — Since,  then,  our  accepi- 
KBoe,  justification,  and  salvation ;  since  our  comfort  in  time,  and  our  happiness 
fO  eternity,  all  depend  upon  the  righteousness  of  Christ ;  how  should  we 
Uight  in  contemplating  its  faultless,  its  matchless,  its  transcendent  excellency ! 
i— Grand !  all  sufhcient !  in  every  respect  perfect !  Nothing  equal  to  it,  on 
BMffth,  in  heaven,  throughout  the  universe !  suq)a8sing  the  enormity  of  our 
nih  !  surpassing  the  reach  of  our  imagination !  surpassing  all  that  we  can 
sspress  or  conceive  !    beiog  tnily,  properly,  absolutely  divine  ! 

And  is  this  righteoui^ness  mine  ?  is  this  righteousness  yours,  Theron  ?  is 
4b8  righteousness  free  for  every  Hinner  ?      Pleasing,  captivating,  rapturous 
Aonght !     Who  can  forbear  exulting  and  triumphing  in  this  boundless,  this 
iafinite  blessing  ?   On  such  an  occasion,  methinks,  some  sallies  of  enthusiasm, 
or  even  starts  of  tautology,  arc  the  language  of  sensibility,  of  propriety,  of 
'■atare.     "  Sing,  0  ye  heavens ;  for  the  Lord,  tlie  Lord  himself,  hath  done 
it*  Our  justifying  righteousness  is  finished  ;  finished  by  Jehovah  sojourning 
IB  human  clay.     "  Shout,  ye  lower  parts  of  the  earth  ;  break  forth  into  sing- 
iRg,  ye  mountains ;  O  forest,  and  every  tree  therein.     For  the  Lord  hath 
mt  marvellously  redeemed  Jacob,  and  no  less  ilhistriously  glorified  himself 
in  the  recovery  of  Israel,"  Isa.  xliv.  23.     O  for  the  tongue  of  a  seraph  !    But 
•Ten  this  would  be  defective  ;  such  ardour  cold,  and  such  energy  languid. 

I  have  done ;  I  add  no  morr  ;  I  leave  it — to  some  future  letter  ?  to  some 

more  laboured  essay  ?    No  ;  but  to  the  hymns  of  heaven,  and  the  adorations  of 

eternity,  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  my  acknowledgments.     In  the  mean  time, 

let  me  entreat  my  Theron  to  contemplate  our  Lord  .Jesus  C/hrist  under  that  most 

iDustrious  character  described  by  th(;  prophet,  "A  priest  upon  his  throne,"  Zecli. 

n.  13.  dignifying  the  sacerdotal  censer  by  the  regal  diadem  ;  adding  oil  the 

;    lo&ours  of  his  eternal  divinity  to  the  sacrifice  of  his  bleedinfr  humanitv.    Then  I 

]noiDiBe  myself,  you  will  find  it  almost  impossible  not  to  adoi)t  the  emphatical 

.    and  ardent  protestation  of  the  apostle,  *'  God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,"  that 

I  should  confide,  "  save  only  in  the  obedience  and  the  cross  of  Christ  Jesus 

j    myl/)rd!" 

When  you  made  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy,  and,  crossing  the  Alps, 
giined  the  summit  of  some  conmianding  ridge  ?  when  you  looked  round  with 
astonishment  and  delight  on  the  ample  plains,  which,  crowded  with  cities  and 
■domed  with  palaces,  stretch  their  beauteous  tracts  below ;  when  you  sur- 
Teyed  the  famous  rivers  that  roll  in  silent  b\it  shining  dignity,  stating  the 
i  boandariea  of  kingdoms,  and  wafting  plenty  through  the  gladdened  nations  ; 
when  you  shot  your  transported  view  to  the  ocean,  whose  unmeasurable  flood 
meets  the  arch  of  heaven,  and  terminates  the  landscape  with  inconceivable 

*  I  believe  it  will  be  needless  to  observe,  that  the  salvation  mentioned  in  this,  and 
other  passages  of  like  import*  is  not  limited  to  a  temporal  deliverance,  but  extends  to  r 
state  of  spiritiud  and  eternal  happiness.     The  temporal  is  only  a  subordinate  blessinf 
a  kind  of  appendage  to  the  other,  somewhat  like  the  halo  round  the  globe  of  the  moon,  < 
thit  biat  iad  secondvy  range  of  colours  which  frequently  attends  the  glowing  rauibow. 


336  TIIGRON   AND 

gtBndciir;  did  you  tlicn  cliiieo  to  forego  tlic  pleasiiTc  rcsu  ting  iroQi  audi 
prospect,  in  order  to  gaze  upon  tlio  nakrd  crag  of  some  adjacent  rock  J  ( 
oould  }'uu  turn  your  eyos  from  those  iiiaguificciit  cibjiK't^,  and  fasten  Q> 
witli  pleased  Rttoiititin  upon  a  sliallovr  puddle  that  Iny  sLtgnntiog'  at  j\ 
feet! 

You  who  have  beheld  the  scene,  can  accomtDodatc  the  si 
advantage.  For  which  reason  I  shall  wave  the  application,  and  only  In 
leave  to  transcribe  a  wish  that  is  now  warm  on  my  heart,  and  is  ofte 
breathed  in  supplication  from  my  Ups : — May  the  Father  of  oiir  spints,  u 
the  Fountain  of  wisdom,  give  ns  an  enlightened  "  iiudefstanding  to  kam 
him  that  ia  true  !"  grant  ua  the  incBtimable  blessing,  that  we  may  be  in  hi 
that  is  true,  eveu  in  his  Son  Jesus  Christ :  for  this  Saviour  is  the  true  Go^ 
and  that  privilege  is  life  eternal,"  1  John  v.  20. 

My  TlieroD  needs  no  argnnient  to  convince  him,  that  such  a  prayer  is  k 
of  rational  and  real  friendship — [a  the  most  genuine  and  substantial  p 
that  1  am  his  truly  afiuctionato  Aspasio. 


Letter  IX, — TnEBON  to  Afi>asio. 

DiJAR  AspAsio,— Yout  two  letters  Iiave  reached  my  hand,  &nd  I  in 
tliey  have  not  missed  my  heart.  1  might  inform  yoii  what  pleasure  tl 
gave  me,  and  how  highly  I  esteem  thcin.  But  you  deure  no  such  et 
pliments ;  you  desire  f  o  see  mo  impressed  with  tho  sentiments,  and  liK 
under  their  influeucc.     This  would  be  most  acctotahle  acknowledg 
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none ;  who  (to  speak  in  the  language  of  his  own  Spirit)  "  op^neth  the 
yelids  of  the  morning,  and  commandeth  the  day-spring  to  know  its  place, 
lob  xxxviii.  J2;  commandeth  the  light,  by  its  punctual  and  pleasing 
niiiistnitions,  to  draw  aside  the  curtain  of  darkness,  and  discover  the  skies 
ihining  with  glories,  and  disclose  the  earth  blooming  with  beauties. 
^  Father  of  light  and  life,"  said  my  transported  mind, 


Thou  Good  Supreme ! 


O  teach  me  what  is  good  1  teach  me  Thyself. 

Save  me  from  folly,  vanity,  and  vice, 

From  every  low  pursuit  1  and  feed  my  soul 

With  faith,  with  conscious  peace,  and  virtue  pure, 

Sacred,  substantial,  never-fading  bliss.  Tuom80N*s  Winter, 

Wrapt  in  wonder,  and  lost  in  thought,  I  rambled  carelessly  along,  till  I 
insensibly  brought  to  the  shore,  which  in  these  parts  is  prodigiously 
k^  and  strong,  perfectly  well  fitted  to  stand  as  an  everlasting  barrier* 
■gainst  the  impetuous  stroke  of  conflicting  winds,  and  the  ponderous  sweep 
■f  dashing  surges.  Not  that  the  omnipotent  Engineer  has  any  need  of  these 
mpregnablo  ramparts.  Here,  it  is  true,  they  intervene,  and  not  only  repress 
tiie  rolling  invader,  but  speak  the  amazing  majesty  of  their  Maker.  In 
^dier  places,  all  such  laboured  methods  nf  fortification  are  laid  aside.  The 
iClcator  shews  the  astonished  world  that  he  is  confined  to  no  expedients,  but 
4iden  all  things  '^according  to  the  pleasure  of  his  oyra  will."  He  bids 
A  low  bank  of  despicable  sand  receive  and  repel  the  most  furious  shocks 
M  assaulting  seas ;  and  "  though  the  waves  thereof  toss  themselves"  with 
incredible  fierceness,  yet  can  they  not  prevail ;  though  "  they  roar,"  and 
||Mm  to  menace  universal  destruction,  "  yet  can  they  not  pass  over,"  Jer.  v. 
^  this  slightest  of  mounds. 

A  winding  passage  broke  the  declivity  of  the  descent,  and  led  me  by  a 
ual  slope  to  the  bottom.  The  moon  being  in  her  last  quarter,  and  the 
at  its  greatest  recess,  I  walked  for  a  while  "  where  briny  waves  were 
t  to  flow."  llie  ebbing  waters  had  left  a  vacant  space  several  furlongs 
equal  in  length  to  a  very  extended  vista,  smooth  on  its  surface  as  the 
level  bowling-green,  and  almost  as  firm  as  the  best  compacted  causeway. 
much  that  the  tread  of  a  horse  scarce  impresses  it,  and  the  waters  of  the 
never  penetrate  it.  Exclusive  of  this  wise  contrivance,  the  searching 
Wavea  would  insinuate  themselves  into  the  heart  of  the  earth ;  the  earth 
itielf  would  be  hollow  as  a  honey-comb,  or  bibulous  as  a  sponge ;  and  the 
tea,  soaking  by  degrees  through  all  its  cavities,  would  in  process  of  time 
brsake  its  bed,  and  mingle  with  the  plains  «nnd  mountains.  But  this  closely 
demented  or  glutinous  kind  of  pavement,  is  like  claying  the  bottom  of  the 
Uiiversal  canal ;  so  that  the  returning  tides  consolidate,  rather  than  perforate 
ta  substance,  and  prevent  the  sun  from  cleaving  it  with  chinks.  Such,  I 
kipe,  will  be  the  case  with  this  soul  of  mine,  and  the  temptations  that  beset 
lie.  Beset  me  they  do,  they  will :  but  may  they  never  win  upon  my  affec- 
UaoMy  nor  gain  admittance  into  my  heart !     Let  them  make  me  humble,  and 

*  These,  doubtless,  are  *'  the  doors  and  the  bars,'*  Tvhich  the  Almighty  mentions  in 
be  oonrw  of  bis  awful  intcrrcgatories  to  Job :  the  massy  doors,  which  can  never  be 
med  ;  the  solid  bars,  which  can  never  be  broke  ;  and,  I  may  add,  the  conspicuous 
Blanint  on  which  his  Providence  has  inscribed  that  sovereign  mandate,  "  Ne  plus  ultra," 
r,  a  the  prohibition  runs  in  his  own  majestic  words,  Hitherto  shalt  thou  go,  but  no 
rtbcr,  Jobw  juunii  10, 


338  TIIERON  AND   ABPASIO. 

keep  me  vigilant ;  tonch  mc  to  walk  closely  witli  my  God,  and  nrge  im 
an  incessant  (lt'i>cn(lcnco  on  Christ.     Tlien,  instead  of  being  niinoiu, 
may  Wcunie  advantap^^ais  ;  and  instead  of  shattering,  'will  only  deanie 
rock  on  which  thov  dahh. 

The  iTiijrhty  waters,  restless- even  in  their  utmost  tranquillity,  irith 
solemn  hut  ])Iaci<1  niiinniir  struck  my  ear.  The  hillows,  sometimes  ad 
to  kiss  X\iv  sand,  soiiu^tiiiu's  drawing  hack  their  curly  heads  into  the  d 
whitoued  at  their  rxln  iiiilies  into  an  af;reeab]e  foam,  which,  with  the  ri'fle: 
representation  of  tin*  azun'  cauo]iy,  furmed  the  ap]>earanee  of  a  most  spad<MJ 
floatin;:  niantU',  tin;rid  with  a  lieautiful  blue,  and  ed(;ed  witli  frin^  i| 
silver.  Dignity  and  ch'u^anee,  I  find,  are  the  inseparable  characteristics  d 
the  Creator's  wurknianship  ;  as  comfort  and  happiness,  I  sometimes  perceinj 
are  the  very  spirit  of  h\n  poajwl,  and  the  ^nnine  pro<luce  of  its  commaodi.  ( 

On  ime  side,  the  Atlantic  main  rolled  its  surL^es  from  world  to  wotULh 
Immense,  immense  diftuMion  of  waters !  What  a  spectacle  of  raa<2fnifioeiil| 
and  t«'rror !  wliat  an  irn'sistihle  incitement  to  reverence  and  awe !  How  || 
fills  the  mind,  and  amazes  the  inintrination  !  It  is  the  grandest  and 
antrui^t  object  under  the  whoU*  heavens.  It  n^ninds  me  of  that  apocah 
vision  which  John,  the  enraptured  seer,  l»eheld !  "  As  it  were  a 
mountain,  burniuMr  with  fin\  was  east  intfi  the  s(*a,  and  the  third  i>art  of 
sea  iK'came  blood  ;  and  the  tiiird  j»art  of  the  en'atures  which  were  in  the 
and  had  life,  died  ;  and  the  third  pnrt  of  the  ships  were  destroyetl, 
viii.  H,  9.  I  have  not  ]»enetrution  enou'fh  to  discover  the  spiritual  m 
of  this  passage  ;  but  I  disc(*rn  a  most  dreadful  grandeur  in  its  plain 
literal  sense.  If  we  consider  the  Avundi-rful  cuni])ass  and  the  terrible  force 
such  an  enonnous  mass  of  lire ;  if  we  consider  its  horrible  and  destru< 
eftW'ts  on  such  a  vast  Imdy  of  waters  as  the  thinl  part  of  the  ocean ; 
tremendous  and  aMtonisliing  is  the  idea  !  Surely  nothing  but  divine  inspiai 
tion  could  <iigirest  tlie».i'  ima;j:es,  as  none  but  an  almighty  Being  can  execntl 
this  vengeance!  Who  woiiM  not  fear  an  eternal  King,  that  has  such  wei^ 
pons,  and  such  artillery  "  resrrved  against  the  day  of  battle  and  war  ?"  M 
xxxviii.  23. 

iSpacious  as  the  sea  is,  (iod  has  jirovidiMl  a  garment  to  cover  it.  Profoml 
as  the  sea  is,  (t<td  has  ]»repared  swaddling-bands  to  iuwrap  it.  UngovrrniNi 
as  it  may  seem  to  us,  he  overrules  it  with  as  much  ease  as  the  nurse  man:^ 
a  new-born  infant.  Job  xxxviii.  8,  SK  An  infant  it  is  before  almighty  pove^ 
and  to  an  infant  it  is  eomj^annl  by  Jehovah  himself,  though,  to  our  appn^Mh 
sion,  it  raves  like  a  stupendous  madman.  But  if  he  command,  it  openi  I 
peaceful  bosom,  and  receives  his  people.  It  smooths  the  way  for  their  pafr 
sage,  and  stands  as  a  bulwark  for  their  defence.  They  marcli  '*•  through  tb« 
midst  of  the  sea  u])nn  dry  ground,  and  the  waters  are  a  wall  unto  thera  oi 
their  right  hand  and  on  their  left,"  I'.xt)d.  xiv.  22.  If  he  reverses  his  man 
date,  they  drive  down,  with  an  irresi?itible  sweep, upon  the  hosts  of  Pharaoh 
and  overwhelm  the  chariots  an<l  hordes  of  Kgypt.  They  pour  confusion  upoi 
arn)gance*,  and  di8a]»point  the  designs  of  persecution  and  cruelty.    If  he  sayi 

•  Arrofjancc. — This  is  dci^cribetl  with  exquisite  delicnry  in  the  £▼«»«/•»,  or  triamphu 
ionc:  of  >lo«cs  :  ••  The  rneiny  sjiitl,  J  will  pursue.  I  will  overtake,  1  will  divide  the  spoE 
my  lust  shall  he  Hntisfied  upou  thrni :  I  will  draw  iny  9word,  mine  hand  shall  destn 
them."  What  swelllnt;  wonls  of  v;inity  ore  here  I  How  nohle  is  the  turn,  and  how  ezalti 
the  sentiment  which  foilowri !  "  Thuu  di<liit  hlow  with  thY  wind  ;  the  >ea  covered  thci 
tbcysankas  iead  in  the  mighty  Yralers/* 
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ie  Btill,"  the  bellowing  surges  ore  hushed,  and  the  gentlest  lamb  is  not  so  quiet, 
tie  says,"  Destroy,"  oven  the  quiescent  waterskindle  into  rage,  they  rise  in  their 
iker^s  cause,  and  ten  thousand  lions,  stung  with  hunger  and  rushing  upon 
^ir  prey,  arc  not  so  fierce.  When  he  bids  them  execute  any  otlier  commis- 
n,  the  horse  broke  to  tho  bit,  the  spaniel  disciplined  to  the  signal,  are  not 
If  so  dutiful  and  obsequious.  And  shall  our  passions  be  more  wild  than 
i  winds,  more  turbulent  than  tho  billows  ?  Forbid  it,  almighty  Lord  ! 
rhou  that  rulest  tho  raging  of  the  sea,  and  tho  noise  of  his  waves,  restrain, 
bdue,  and  calm  tho  madness  of  the  people." 

The  eye  travels  hard ;  it  wanders  over  a  vast,  vast  length  of  fluctuating 
ains.  It  reaches  the  limits  of  the  hemisphere,  where  skies  and  waves  seem 
mingle.  Yet  it  has  scarce  made  an  entry  upon  tho  world  of  waters.  What 
here  discern  is  no  more  than  the  skirts  of  the  great  and  wide  sea.  Tracts  incom- 
uably  broader  are  still  behind,  and  tracts  of  unbounded  extent  arc  behind  even 
lose.  Great  then,  O  my  soul,  inconceivably  great,  is  that  adored  and  glorious 
OTereign,  who  sitteth  upon  his  flood  as  upon  a  throne!  Psalm  xxix.  10  ; 
IV,  who  holds  it,  diffused  as  it  is  from  pole  to  pole,  in  the  hollow  of  his 
nd ;  and  before  whom,  in  all  its  prodigious  dimensions,  it  is  but  as  the  drop 
ft  bucket.  How  shall  reptiles  of  the  ground  sink  low  enough  in  their  own 
pprchcnsions  !  What  humiliation  can  be  sufliciently  deep  for  sinful  mortals, 
eforo  this  high  and  holy  One  !  Yet  how  may  they  rise  on  the  wings  of 
ape !  how  may  they  soar  on  tho  pinions  of  faith  !  when,  in  the  language  of 
R  prophet,  and  in  his  own  Son's  name,  they  thus  address  the  everlasting 
od.  "  Awake  !  awake !  put  on  strength,  O  arm  of  tho  Lord !  awake  for 
r  succour  and  security,  as  in  the  ancient  days,  in  the  generations  of  old. 
rt  thou  not  it  that  hath  cut  Rahab  and  wounded  the  dragon  ?  Art  thou 
t  it,  which  hath  dried  the  sea,  the  waters  of  the  great  deep ;  that  hath 
idc  the  depths  of  the  sea  a  way  for  tho  ransomed  to  pass  over  ?  "  Isa.  li. 
10. 

How  grand,  surprisingly  grjind  and  majestic,  are  the  works,  as  well  as  tho 
tributes  of  an  omuipotent  Being !  What  are  all  the  canals  in  all  the  coun- 
es  of  the  earth,  compared  with  this  immense  reservatory !  What  are  all 
e  superb  edifices  erected  by  royal  munificence,  compared  with  yonder  con- 
▼e  of  the  skies !  And  what  arc  the  most  pompous  illuminations  of  theatres 
id  triumphant  cities,  compared  with  the  resplendent  source  of  day !  They 
e  a  spark,  an  atom,  a  drop. — Nay,  in  every  spark,  and  atom,  and  drop, 
hich  proceinls  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  there  is  the  manifestation  of 
wisdom  and  a  power  absolutely  incomprehensible. 

Let  us  examine  a  single  drop  of  water,  the  very  least  quantity  that  the  eye 
m  discern,  only  so  much  as  will  just  adhere  to  the  point  of  a  needle.  In  this 
Imost  imperceptible  speck,  a  famous  philosopher  computes  no  less  than  thir- 
wi  thousand  globules.  Amazing  to  conceive  !  impossible  to  explicate ! 
r  then,  in  so  small  a  speck,  abundantly  more  than  ten  thousand  globules 
Dst,  w^hat  myriads  of  myriads  must  float  in  the  unmeasured  extent  of  tho 
Doan ! — Let  the  ablest  arithmetician  try  to  comprehend  in  his  mind,  not  tho 
itemal  constitution,  but  only  the  number  of  th(*se  fluid  particles.  As  well 
ay  he  grasp  the  winds  in  his  fist,  or  mete  out  the  universe  with  his  span,  as 
ncnte  tho  task.  If,  then,  we  are  utterly  unable  to  number  (which  is  tho 
lost  Ruperficia}  of  all  researches)  even  the  most  common  "woiYft  ol  ^\^  ^^-A 
borab;  bow  can  we  pretend  to  lay  open  tho  acciets,  ^xnA  \>«ii^Vt^Vi  ^i^ 
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rcccsHos  of  liib  intiiiitc  iniml !  How  can  wc  pretend  to  investigate  the  wU^ 
pnici'ss,  and  sulvc  nil  the  diHiculties  of  that  highest  and  dec^yettt  of  the  divii| 
ficlii'nii'd — redemption !  ., 

1  have  sunietiiiieH  iK'cn  offended,  I  must  confess,  when  you  liave  enlaip^ 
n])on  the  mveteriuiis  truths  of  Christianity.     But  I  perceive  the  beam  «ip 
in  my  own  eye,  when  I  fancied  the  mute  was  in  my  friend's.       la   theze^  ^ 
every  my  of  light,  and  in  every  particle  of  matter,  a  depth  of  contrivance  m. 
fathomable  by  the  line  of  any  human  understanding  ?      And  shall  there  ^ 
nothing  abstruse  or  profound,  nothing  hut  what  is  level  to  our  scanty  appi|b 
hension:*,  in  the  ^^  great  things"  (IIos.  viii.  12)  of  God's  law,  and  the  "gl^ 
nous  things  "  (Acts  ii.  11)  of  his  gospel  ?     To  expect  this,  is  just  as  ^wk 
itsidf,  and  just  as  congruous  to  nature,  as  to  ex|>ect  a  sea,  whose  cavititi 
might  have  been  digged  by  our  spade ; — a  sky,  whose  arches  are  measunUi 
by  our  compass ;  a  sun,  whose  orb  may  Ik'  included  in  our  lanterns.  ] 

When,  therefore,  1  read  of  One  uncreated  and  eternal  Ik'ing  subsistin/;  it 
three  divine  persrms ;  when  I  hear  of  an  infinitely  pure  and  perfect  God  unili 
flesh  for  the  redemption  of  sinful  men ;  when  I  meditate  upon  the  righteoQi' 
and  universal  Judge,  reccmciling  the  world  unto  himself  by  the  death  of  kip^ 
own  Son  ;  when  a  thous;ind  curious  and  inquisitive  thoughts  are  ready  l|^ 
arise  on  the  occasion ;  I  will  bid  them  first  sound  the  depths  of  a  single  dn|^! 
and  then  apply  their  plummet  to  the  boundless  ocean.  This,  I  am  very 
is  not  weak  credulity,  nor  wild  enthusiasm,  but  the  maturest  dictate  of 
son,  and  the  very  precision  of  truth.  Let  then  the  great  Creator  make  tiil|^ 
sublime  declaration  :  "'As  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  so  are  vag' 
ways  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts,"  Isa.  Iv.  9.  Loir 
every  human  creature  add  that  humble  acknowledgment :  ^'O  the  depthi4 
the  riches,  both  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  unsearchable  an 
his  judpnents,  and  his  ways  ])ast  finding  out!"  Uoni.  xi.  33;  and  not  denh 
tion  onlv,  but  reason  and  truth  will  sav  "•  Amen"  to  both. 

You  see,  Aspasio,  how  I  am  trying  to  adopt  your  spirit.  You  will  obsenv 
the  willing  scholar,  though  not  tlie  ^reat  proficient.  But  stay  !  Is  this  rigbtf 
to  divert  from  such  connuanding  subjects,  and  take  notice  of  mere  punctilioBt 
My  friend  may  spare  his  frowns :  I  am  surprised  and  angry  at  myself.  Awij 
with  the  little  arts  of  si'lf-recommendation.  Self  should  be  forgot,  sliould  bt 
swallowed  up  and  lost  in  <levout  astonishment,  when  wc  aro  viewing  tht 
magnificence,  and  meditating  on  the  wonders  of  creation. 

Behind  me,  and  far  off  to  the  north,  Cambria's  dusky  coasts  just,  and 
but  just,  emerged.  Lost  were  all  her  woods  and  mountains.  Instead  of 
ornamented  towns  and  cultivated  plains,  a  eciU fused  mist,  or  a  low-hm^ 
cloud,  seemed  to  hover  on  the  ocean's  remotest  brim.  Behind  me !  Rcraenip 
brance  is  roused  at  the  ex])ression,  and  conscience  sharpens  her  sting.  Ah/ 
how  often  and  how  Ion;;  have  I  treated  in  this  ver\'  manner,  the  noblest 
scenes  and  the  sublimest  joys !  have  tuniedniy  back — ungrateful  and  besotted 
creature  !  — upon  the  heavenly  cnuntr}',  and  wandered  from  the  regions  of  in- 
finite delight !  Therefore,  now  tliey  appear  dim.  I  have  scarcely  a  glimpse 
of  their  transcendent  excellencies.  Or  if  I  see  them  by  faith,  it  is  with  fi^ 
quent  intermissions,  and  much  obscurity.  Turn  me,  O  thou  God  of  my 
salvation,  turn  me  from  pursuing  phantoms,  and  attach  me  to  thy  blessed  se^ 
Let  me  henceforth  steer  an  invariable  course  to  Emmanuers  kingdom.  May 
j^  treasarcSy  as  I  advance,  open  to  my  V\<iY«)  ^xA\\a  ^od^  bcv^htea  in  mj 
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1^.  O !  mav  eome  odours,  bettor,  far  better  than  Saba^an  spicy  odours, 
Ikiliale  from  the  delectable  hills  and  the  celestial  shores  !  But  chiefly,  thou 
bteniftl  Spirit,  breathe  upon  my  soul,  both  by  thy  convincing  and  comforting 
nMnenoea !  nor  ever  cease  to  swell  my  sails,  and  speed  my  progress,  till  I 
IkBive  it  "  the  bind  that  is  very  far  off,  and  see  the  King,"  the  King  of  grace 
-'lid  of  glory,  *'  in  all  his  ineffable  beauty,"  Isa.  xxxiii.  17* 

-  On  my  left  hand,  a  range  of  mountainous  cliffs  rose  in  a  perpendicular 
Aection.  The  huge  pile  extended,  as  far  as  the  sight  could  discern,  its  black 
bmidaries.  Here  bending  inwards  to  the  land  ;  there  bellying  out  into  the 
hep  ;  everywhere  projecting  a  shade  several  leagues  across  the  ocean. 

ITie  height  of  these  cliffs  so  prodigious,  that  every  human  creature  who 
onefl  near  the  summit,  starts  back  terrified  and  aghast.  Only  a  lew  strag- 
fBmg  goats  venture  to  graze  on  the  top ;  and  these  to  a  perdon  walking  below, 
|)pear  but  as  specks  of  moving  white ;  while  tlic  sea-mews,  that  winnow  the 
b  abont  the  middle  steep,  look  like  winged  animalcules  pursuing  their  little 
ipcnti  in  a  different  region.  The  asjK'ct  of  the»e  cliffs,  so  wild  and  horrid,  it  is 
able  to  behold  them  without  a  shivering  dread.  The  spectator  is  apt  to 
;inp,  that  nature  had  formerly  suffered  some  violent  convulsions,  or  been 
by  the  flaming  bolts,  and  that  these  are  the  dismembered  remains  of 
Ae  dreadful  stroke ;  the  ruins,  not  of  Persepolis  or  Palmvra,  but  of  the 
Mild! 

Anuudng !  What  adventurous  daring  creature  is  yonder,  gathering  sam- 

from  the  cavities  of  the  rocks !     He  has  let  himself  down  several 

beneath  the  black  and  dizzy  summit.      He  gleans  a  poor  livelihood, 

the  edges  of  danger  shall  I  say  ?  rather  from  the  jaws  of  death.   I  cannot 

the  rope  to  which  he  clings.     He  seems  to  be  suspended  over  the  tre- 

lous  precipice  by  a  thread,  by  a  hair,  by  nothing.     I  will  look  no  longer. 

Ihe  very  siglit  chills  my  veins.     Wliile  I  view  his  perilous  elevation,  I  can 

Wnk  of  nothing  but  a  headlong  downfall  and  fractured  bones ;  of  brains  left 

:.|i  Rek  on  the  pointed  crags,  and  blood  streaming  on  the  discoloured  beach. 

Suppose  (if  the  mind  can  bear  so  shocking  a  supposition)  some  poor  wretch, 

|.1iipoied  on  the  brow  of  this  stupendous  promontory ;  without  any  support 

llvbia  feet;  and  cleaving  only  to  a  weak  slender  shrub,  which  but  just 

tttiheTes  to  the  interstices  of  the  rock.     What  tumultuous  throbbings  seize  his 

rlnut!  what  a  dying  paleness  invades  his  chocks!  and  what  agonies  of 

ji  fcir  rend  his  heart,  as  he  hangs  projecting  over  the  ragged  precipice,  and  sur- 

^ .Hjt  the  ocean,  deep,  wondrous  deep,  below !     The  Iwugh  gives  way.     His 

^  lily  hope  fails.     It  yields  more  and  more  to  his  weight.      Good  heavens,  he 

'  iUs !  he  sinks ! — 0 !  for  some  friendly  hand,  to  snatch  him  from  perishing ! 

IGDions,  millions  of  gold,  were  the  cheap  purchase  of  such  a  mercy.     There 

'  *U  a  time,  my  soul,  when  thou  w*ast  in  a  situation,  equally,  shall  I  say  ? 

iafautely  more  dangerous ;  tottering,  not  only  on  the  verge  of  life,  but  on  the 

Vny  brink  of  hell.     Remember  that  compassionate  arm,  which  was  stretched 

Oat,  in  the  very  article  of  need,  to  rescue  thee  from  imminent  and  everlasting 

jmdition.     Never  forget  that  gracious  voice  which  said,  in  accents  sweeter 

than  the  music  of  the  seraphic  choir,  "  Deliver  him  from  going  down  into 

tiie  pit.     Let  his  health  be  restored,  and  his  day  of  grace  be  prolonged." 

In  some  places,  the  hideous  ruins  not  only  tower  to  the  skies,  but  lean  over 
tte  strand.  Prominent  and  frightfully  ]>endulous,  they  nod  horror,  and 
Anmten  destractton  on  all  below.     A  person  congratulaiea  \i\\t\%iM  >n\v£^\v& 
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has  pfot  cicnr  of  t\\o  t>riu1ing  ]ircci]iico,  mid  can  hardh'  forbear  thinking  flt 
(lie  cnonnoiirt  load  is  witlihcld  1»y  si)nic  iinsoi*n  hand,  till  tho  execrable  wiretah 
doomed  to  a  most  astoiiiHliin<;  vi>n<yi>anc'i\  is  coino  within  roach  of  the  blow 
And  tnily,  if  \\v  ha<l  tlio  stron^'th  of  the  eK'])hnnt,  or  the  tirnines:^  of  th 
behf*niot1u  t1ii«*  must  ^rind  him  to  powdiT,  or  even  cniali  hi  in  into  atoms. 

How  awful  t«)  runsichT,  that  thrro  ij*  a  day  coming,  wlu*n  wicked  potentata 
and  hi  ug^ty  nion:irchs  will  hvis  of  yonder  seas  to  yawn  couipasnonatel] 
deep,  end  hide  thfni  in  their  darkest  ahy^^es — ^liide  them  from  the  pieiciM 
eye  and  aven;j:in;r  >!iword  of  inihxihle  jn entice :  that  there  is  a  day  comiiR 
when  the  8oft  vohijituary,  the  wanton  beauty,  and  all  the  ungodly  of  d|| 
earth,  will  beseech  the?<e  tremendtaw  ridt'es,  with  all  their  unsupportalifc 
bunh'U  of  cra^Tiry  rin-ks,  to  rush  down  upon  tlu*ir  guilty  heads  !  Rev.  y\,  J9>; 
if  by  thin  means  th(>y  may  be  K-reened  fmm  the  infinitely  more  dreaded  weigkl 
of  divine  indi^j^ation. 

Vain  are  their  crii'!< ;  and  vainer  still  would  be  their  refu<;e,  should  thai 
pa^nionate  requests  bo  granted.  C*;in  floods  conceal  the  impious  wretdia^ 
when  the  caverns  of  the  (Hvan  shall  be  laid  bare,  and  the  foundations  of  tk 
world  be  disfOvere<l  i  Can  rocks  8eorete  an  obnoxious  rebel,  when  rocb^ 
with  all  their  marhle  tpiarries  and  adamantine  cntraili*,  shall  dissolve  likf 
meltini^  wax  ?  when  hili»i,  that  ]dunj|fe  their  roots  to  the  centre,  and  IqmJ 
their  towering  heads  in  air.  shall  start  fVinn  their  af!'rii;hted  basi""  *,  and  Iw 
away  like  a  withered  haf  i  (iood  (idd  !  f  what  mcking anguish  musttiur 
fwl !  what  inexpn^psibly  severer  tornieut  must  they  fear  !  who  can  iuiplon^! 
ardently  implore  as  a  most  desirabU*  favour,  what  imagination  itself  sbaddm 
to  conceive. 

In  some  ])laccA,  thes4*  mountainous  declivities  lift  their  brow  aloft,  plut 
their  basis  dee]»,  and,  iust4'ad  of  ])ort('ntliui:[  a  fall,  defy  the  fury  of  the  moit 
impetuous  eleiueTits.  Firmly  consi»lidated,  and  steadfastiy  cistablished,  thej 
have  withstood  the  uuit'il,  the  repeated  assaults  of  winds  and  wavi^s,  throudi 
a  h»n^  series  of  revolviuir  a'jts.  The  sacred  writers,  I.obsi'rve,  select  almoit 
all  the  *itrikin;f  images  wliii-li  tin*  whole  creation  aA'ords,  in  order  to  cominii- 
nicate  their  heavenly  idra?*  with  tin'  greatest  advantage.  Isaiah,  describing 
the  security  of  the  rii^hteous,  takes  his  cou)])arisi>u  from  the  grand  8])ectack 
before  my  eyes:  **  lb-  ^liall  dwell  on  hi;j:h ;  his  ])iace  of  defence  shall  be  the 
mmiitions  of  rocks,"  l>a.  xwiii.  Hi ;  inaccessible  as  those  lofty  rid'vei, 
immoveable  as  their  everlastiiii;  tbuudations. 

Should  it  be  asked,  what  tlhse  munitions  of  rocks  may  signify  ?  I  find 
two  phices  of  refu^fi  and  snfeir^ard  ]>()inted  out  in  Scripture  ;  to  either  of 
whieli,  I  believe,  the  metai)hor  is  a]>]»licable.  "  He  had  homs,'^  nyi 
one    of  the    divine    ])iudarics,    "* coming  out  of   his  hand;    there    was  the 

*  This  brinies  to  our  rt-iiK  inlinnu  c-  a  iii<!»t  Mk]iliinci1e>cri|itioii  of  the  divine  power  whidi 
arises  in  fi  beautiful  eliinav.  anil  terminates  in  this  grand  i«iea  :  "Tho  voice  of  the  Lord  it 
mighty  in  operation,  the  voiee  of  the  L«^rd  is  a  ijloriuus  voire.  The  voice  of  the  Lord 
breaketli  the  cedars  :  yea,  the  Lord  bnakelli  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  He  maketh  thcffl 
also  tiYbkip  Hke  a  calf;  Lebanon  und  Sirion  bke  a  young  unicorn,"  PsaL  zxix.  4 6. 

f  (wtiod  Cud! — This  exelainatiun  if*  in-riMluetil  on  a  very  serious  (occasion,  and  ustJ 
with  an  apparent  air  of  reverence.  I'mler  which  circumstances.  ])erliaps,  it  maybe  some* 
times  aMowable.  and  not  dishonoiirHble  to  the  divine  Majesty.  Dut  when  it  i$  admitttc 
into  ordinary  conversation.  (»n  trilhn^  occurrences,  and  with  u  levity  of  temper,  it  ia  it«el 
a  very  great  offence,  and  lli^l:^)ver^a  \ery  irreligious  spinl.— It  is  so  great  un  oflfc-ncci  tba 
the  God  of  heaven  and  earth  declares  himself  the  avenger  of  all  such  transgreuon 
"He  will  not  hold  them  guLitltiss/* 
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liding  of  his  power,"  Hab.  iii.  4*,  Uncontrollable  and  omnipotont  power 
lodged  in  the  great  Jehovah's  h<ind  ;  and  this  was  the  sure  defence,  this 
im pregnable  garrison,  for  all  his  people.  Tlie  church  of  Clirife»t  is  said  to 
»  ^^  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock,"  Cant.  ii.  14 ;  that  ^*  spiritual  Kcick,"  of 
irhieh  the  Israelites  drank  in  the  wilderness ;  whose  sacred  clefts  were 
opened  when  the  bloody  s{)enr  tore  up  the  Kcdcenier''8  side,  and  cut  a 
wide  and  deadly  passage  to  his  heart.  Surely  ^^  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Rock  have  reason  to  sin^,"  Isi.  xlii.  11.  What  should  disquiet  them? 
Who  can  destroy  them  ?  Why  should  not  the  voice  of  joy  be  in  their  dwel- 
fings,  and  that  hynm  of  holy  trium])]i  in  their  mouths,  '^  Wo  have  a  strong 
city.  Salvation  hath  God  appointed,"  salvation  itself,  ^'  for  walls  and  bul- 
warks ?"  Isa.  xxvi.  ].  Happy  should  I  think  myself,  if  I  was  interested  in 
this  Saviour,  and  established  on  this  Rock. 

Yonder,  on  the  summit  of  the  most  conspicuous  elift',  is  erected  a  grand 
■nd  stately  pile.  At  the  top,  my  glass  discovers  a  superb  lantern  ;  at  the 
foot,  are  huts  of  fishermen,  surrounded  with  various  sorts  of  nets.  It  is,  I 
■appose,  a  light-house ;  intended  to  apprise  the  sailor  of  devouring  gulfs, 
uid  destructive  shoals;  or  else  to  conduct  him  into  a  safe  road  and  secure 
harbour. 

Both  the  situation  and  design  of  the  building  read  me  a  lesson ;  the  one 
of  VLwfu\  admonition,  the  other  (>f  comfortable  instruction. — Comfortable 
instnictiou  :  how  massy  and  ponderous  is  the  edifice !  yet  there  is  not  the 
lca^t  reason  to  be  a])i)rehen8ivo  of  a  failure  in  tiie  foundation.  Was  the 
Btnicture  ten  thousand  times  larger,  the  solid  rock  woidd  su])port  it  with  the 
utmost  ease,  and  the  utmost  stcadinc*ss.  Such  is  (lirist,  such  <are  his  merits, 
Buch  liis  rrlorious  righteousness,  to  those  wise  and  blessed  souls  who  rest  all 
th"  weiglit  of  tiieir  everlasting  interests  on  him  alone.  Such,  did  I  say  ? 
Much  surer.  For, '"  the  mountains  may  de])art,  and  the  bills  may  be  removed,"*^ 
Im.  liv.  10 ;  but  this  divine  basis  can  never  sink,  can  never  be  sbaken. — 
Awful  admonition  :  for  it  recalls  to  my  memory  that  alarming  yet  wel- 
come text  t,  which  you  styled  tiie  spiritual  light-house ;  which  lias  been 
as  serviceable  to  my  distressed  mind  and  bewildered  thoughts,  as  such  an 
illuminated  watch-tower  to  tbe  wandering  and  benighted  mariner.  May  I 
often  view  it ;  ever  attt'ud  to  its  faithful  direction  ;  and  be  led  by  its  influ^ 
mces  into  the  haven,  the  desired  haven,  of  peace  and  salvation ! 

Let  me  once  again  survey  those  vast  but  noble  deformities ;  those  rude  but 
majestic  elevations  of  stone.  Fortifications,  reared  by  an  almighty  hand,  to 
protect  us  at  oneo  from  warring  elements  and  invading  enemies.  Ramparts, 
which  overlook  and  command  the  ocean  ;  which,  viewed  by  distant  mariners, 
■ecm  to  touch  and  prop  the  sky  ;  which  have  surrounded  our  isle  ever  since  the 
universal  deluge,  and  will  be  her  never-failing  defence  even  to  the  general  con- 
flagration. If  some  opinionated  engineer  should  take  it  into  his  head  to 
rospoct  the  stability  of  these  unshaken  and  everlasting  bulwarks ;  if  he 
ihould  make  proposals  for  strengthening  them  with  buttresses,  or  girding 
them  round  with  cramping-irons,  how  would  his  project  be   received  ?  with 

•  Horns  were  an  emblem  of  strength.  "  A  horn  of  salvation,"  is  put  for  a  mighty  and 
effectual  saWation,  Luke  ii.  69.  "Thou  hast  heard  me  from  amonfj^  the  horns  of  the 
Ulicorns ;  '*  then  ha«t  rescued  me  from  the  most  potent  and  formidable  enemies,  Ps.il. 
Exii.  21.  Here  the  word  seems' to  denote  that  power  of  Jehovah,  to  which  nothing  is 
impoMible. 

t  See  Rom,  ix.  50—32  ;  and  above,  Letter  Y. 
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fepprobation  and  appl&ii9c,  or  witli  contempt  and  indigtutinnf  "  Foci  tbit 
is,  to  think  uf  enlarging,  ci)m>horatine,  or  improving  tke  finithwl  i 
irificent  works  of  nature,  by  lh«  puny  i«dillingB  of  art  1  "  Socii,  i 
Ifiad  preposterons,  was  my  once  Favourite  conceit,  of  adding  my  own 
anoea  in  order  to  increase  the;  justifying  efficacy  ot  CTiriat's oWlienop.  Win 
%  dispanigonient  was  this  to  the  great,  the  divine  foundation !  which,  fat  |i 
mpport  and  security  of  burdened  aod  endnnj^red  sinnera,  ia  aufficiwit  -  j 
•elf-Bufficient — ia  all-sulticicnt. 

How  cliangeable  is  the  face  of  this  liquid  element !     Not  long  ago,  tt 
4n>s  nothing,  from  this  stony  boundary  to  the  horizon's  utroost  ivige. 
the  wildest  tumult  nnd  most  horrible  confnsion.     Now  the  stormy  flond 
•mootlied  its  rugged  brow,  and  the  watery  uproar  is  lulled   into  a   praln 
inncjuillity.     Where  rolling  mouutaina  rushed    utd  raged, 
duh  the  clouds  and  deluge  the  earth  ;  there  the  gentlest  unduUtiona 
and  only  just  wrinkle  the  surface  of  the  mighty  basin.     Whnrc  tho  ' 
abyss  opened  its  wide  and  unfathomable  jaws,  to  swallow  up  th( 
Bailor  and  his  shattered  vessel ;  there  a  calm  and  clear  expanse  diffran  ^ 
Wnple  bosom,  alluring  the  fish  to  bask  in  the  sun,  and  inviting  tho  wa-fln 
to  wateh  for  their  prey. 

In  this  fair-floating  mirror,  1  see  the  picture  of  every  cloud  which  pia 
tiirough  the  regions  of  the  sky.  But  in  its  uncertain  and  treaclieroBS  1m 
perature,  I  see  more  plainly  the  tiiiconstant  and  evcr-rariablc  conditim 
^nman  affaire.     I  durst  not  be  surety  to  the  muinfr  for  pciicoful  >■*•• 
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nali9  wew  but  an  empty  ceremony,  and  confessions  froze  on  my  formal  lips. 
Bnt  since  the  Spirit  of  God  has  awakened  me  from  my  dream,  and  convinced 
■le  of  my  sinfulness,  I  can  no  longer  be  satisfied  with  indolent  and  yawning 
tevotions.  Trials  and  temptations  put  strong  cries  into  my  mouth.  My 
•oal  mourns  before  the  Lord ;  my  desires  plead  with  the  blessed  God ;  and  I 
sm  ready  to  say,  as  the  patriarch  of  old,  '^  I  cannot,  I  must  not,  I  will  not 
let  thee  go,  unless  thou  bless  me,"  Gen.  xxxii.  26. 

I  see  no  flocks  of  sheep,  with  sober  assiduity,  nibbling  the  grassy  plains. 
No  sportive  lambs,  with  innocent  gaiety,  frisking  along  the  sunny  banks. 
Sere  arc  no  stables  for  the  generous  steed,  nor  pastures  for  the  lusty  heifer. 
Nevertheless  these  watery  regions  are  stocked  with  colonies  of  proper  and 
pecoliar  inhabitants,  who  are  clothed  and  accoutred  in  exact  conformity  to 
ihe  olime ;  not  in  swelling  wool  or  buoyant  feathers,  not  in  a  flowing  robe  or 
•  fbll-trimmed  suit,  but  with  as  much  compactness,  and  with  as  little  super- 
#iiity  as  possible.  They  are  clad,  or  rather  sheathed  in  scales,  which  adhere 
closely  to  their  bodies,  and  are  always  laid  in  a  kind  of  natural  oil :  than 
iflkioh  apparel  nothing  can  be  more  light,  and  at  the  same  time,  nothing 
inore  solid.  It  hinders  the  fluid  from  penetrating  their  flesh,  it  prevents  the 
cold  from  coagulating  their  blood,  and  enables  them  to  make  their  way 
Ihfough  the  waters  with  the  utmost  facility.     They  have  each  a  curious 

-  instmment  *,  by  which  they  increase  or  diminish  their  specific  gravity ;  sink 
like  lead,  or  float  like  a  cork  ;  rise  to  what  height,  or  descend  to  what  depth 
fhey  please. 

This  is  the  abode  of  leviathan,  hugest  of  living  creatures ;  before  whom  the 
Iffoad-limbed  elephant  and  the  tall-necked  camel  are  mere  shrimps;  a 
slietched-ont  promontory  when  he  sleeps,  a  moving  island  when  he  swims ; 
**  making  the  sea  to  boil  like  a  pot,"  when,  unwieldily  wallowing,  he  takes 
lus  prodigious  pastime.  Here  the  voracious  shark,  that  tyrant  of  the  fluid 
kingdoms,  and  assassin  of  the  finny  nations,  roams  and  commits  his  ravages, 
imlmies  his  horrid  fangs,  and  marks  his  rapid  path  with  blood.     Here  dwelt 

-  Aat  great,  and  greatly  surprising  fish,  whose  fierceness  and  avidity  the 
almighty  Sovereign  employed,  as  his  pursuivant,  to  arrest  a  fugitive  pro- 
phet ;  whose  ample  jaws,  or  capacious  entrails,  were  the  dungeon  to  confine 
a  rebellious  subject,  and  the  cabin  to  lodge  a  penitent  offender ;  whose  bulk, 
and  strength,  and  speed,  were  a  kind  of  vessel,  transporting  this  convict  to 
^  the  bottom  of  the  mountains,  and  the  bars  of  the  earth,"  Jonah  ii.  6.  After 
the  criminal  was  sufficiently  chastised,  and  properly  humbled,  they  served  as 
a  galley  with  oars  to  convey  him  safe  to  land. 

In  the  same  element  resides  (at  least  takes  up  part  of  his  residence)  that 
liDrmidable  monster,  who  is  made  without  fear,  and  ''  has  not  his  like  upon 
earth."  He  csteemeth  the  pointed  iron  as  straw,  and  ponderous  brass  as 
rotten  wood.  His  heart  is  as  hard  as  a  piece  of  the  nether-millstone,  and 
his  scales  are  a  coat  of  impenetrable  mail.  Strength  not  to  be  resisted,  much 
less  to  be  subdued,  lies  intrenched  in  his  sinewy  neck.  His  eyes  are  like  the 
eyelids  of  the  opening  day ;  and  when  he  rolls  those  glaring  orbs,  -there 
seems  to  be  another  morn  risen  on  mid<noon.  His  teeth  are  terrible  ;  jagged 
for  rapine  and  edged  with  death.  His  throat  is  as  a  burning  furnace ;  clouds 
of  smoke  are  poured  from  his  nostrils,  and  flakes  of  fire  issue  from  his  mouth. 

'  The  air-bladder. 
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None,  no  not  the:  moat  reaolute,  iartm  prorako  bin  tu  tli«^  cnnilial,  oc  «vn 
Httr  biin  up  from  liis  «lunitfi>rs.  U«  laughed  al  th«  aliakiog  of  tliit  * 
*'  and  sorrow  mnrulittli  in  tiiuin)^  before  *,"  Job  xli.  22.  WhHur*rr  ll| 
raisi'tli  himai-lf,  tliu  luiglity  are  afraid  ;  wherever  lie  advuiicvtb,  rum  u  tWc 
ir  >  iiKTo  orrnture  is  cii])iiblc<  of  eprrflding  sucb  nlami  .in4  dmul.  biiw  jrna*^ 
u  tlir  C'n<atur  liiniwlf  tu  be  feared  !  wlio  u.in  turn  lUi'  must  batniira 
taut  uf  tliu  occnn  into  »  ravcooiia  ulli^Atur,  or  a  liuriiil  crocodile  whom 
um  cvory  reptile  of  tho  ground  with  till  tlii?  forci?  nnil  ragu  of  u  Uou  i 

It  is  iinpoesiblo  tu  enter  tin  tlie  iiiU8ti>r-Kill,  tliow*  k^5  liords,  And  tl 
lolnuti^  fry,  which  graze  the  M»-vr<«d  or  stray  through  tlic  cnral  gTuri*.  Tbf 
are  inunmerable  tu  the  eanda  wbivli  lie  under  tliein  ;  countli-M  Ofi  tlw  miM 
irhicb  cover  tbc-ni.  Hero  uv  loncoutb  aDiin&lst  of  moiiBirous  »hapra^,  •)! 
unazing  qualities  ;J: :  aoiue  tluit  havi;  Ixwn  dittcuverciil  by  tbcinciniMtivtigJwrf 
■nut ;  uid  many  nfiore,  that  teuisiu  atuuug  tho  ■rorels  t>f  tbu  biuuy  ili 
Here  are  ahoala  and  abools,  of  various  chnraiuteni,  and  of  tbn  must  divcail 
nzoB;  from  tlio  cnntbrona  wUkIu,  whooe  HuuncingH  teinpttat  tbu  iKt'&n.  Intb 
eraneaccnt  anchovy,  who§o  BubBtance  dissolves  in  tho  mnalloEl  friouNL 
Some,  lodged  in  thuir  pearly  aholU,  Mid  fattening  on  th4>ir  rocky  boil*,a 
•ttentive  to  no  higher  empluy  Uian  ttiat  uf  inibibiug  tiioiwt  a 
but  a  imall  remove  from  vegetable  life,  are  almuttt  rooteit  t»  th«  tt 
which  they  lie  reposed  ;  whili;  othNs,  active  « 
•wift  as  ao  arrow  from  the  Indiau  bow,  iilioot  along  the  yklding  fl 
range  at  largo  tho  spiu'iouB  regions  of  Llie  duep. 


autrimvnt.  ThR 
eit  t»  tlw  MdtlM 
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Here  is  the  tortoise,  who  never  moves  but  under  her  own  portable  pent- 
louse  :  the  lobster,  which,  whether  he  sleeps  or  wakes,  is  still  in  a  state  of 
lefence,  and  clad  in  jointed  armour  :  the  oyster,  a  sort  of  living  jelly,  engar- 
isoned  in  the  bulwark  of  native  stone ;  with  many  otiier  kind  of  sea-reptiles, 
IT,  as  the  Psalmist  speaks,  "  things  creeping  innumerable,"  PmI.  civ.  25.  I 
jn  surprised  at  the  variety  of  their  figure,  and  cliarmed  with  the  splendour  of 
heir  colours.  Unsearchable  is  the  wisdom,  and  endless  the  contrivance,  of  the 
Jl-creating  God !  Some  arc  rugged  in  their  form,  and  little  b(>tter  than  hideous 
Q  their  aspect.  Their  shells  seem  to  be  the  rude  production  of  a  disorderly 
amble,  rather  than  the  regiilar  effects  of  skill  and  design.  Yet  wo  shall  find, 
»ven  in  these  seeming  irregularities,  the  nicest  dis])09itionH.  These  abodes, 
incouth  as  they  may  api^ear,  are  adapted  to  the  genius  of  tlieir  respective 
»nants,  and  exactly  suited  to  their  particular  exigencies :  neither  the  Ionic 
lelicacy,  nor  the  Corinthian  richness,  nor  any  other  order  of  architecture, 
would  have  served  their  purposes  half  so  well  as  this  coarse  and  homely 
Eibric. 

Some,  on  the  other  hand,  arc  extremely  neat :  their  stnicturc  is  all  S3rm- 
metry  and  elegance.  No  enamel  in  the  world  is  comparable  to  their  polish. 
There  is  not  a  room  of  state,  in  all  the  palaces  of  Europe,  so  brilliantly 
■domed  as  the  dining-room  and  the  bed-chamber  of  the  little  fish  that  dwells 
in  inotber-of- pearl.  Such  a  lovely  mixture  of  red,  and  blue,  and  green, 
fio  delightfully  staining  the  most  clear  and  glittering  ground,  is  no  where  else 
to  be  seen.  The  royal  power  may  covet  it,  and  human  art  may  mimic  it ; 
but  neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  nor  both  united,  will  ever  be  able  to 
equal  it. 

But  what  I  admire  more  than  all  their  streaks,  their  spots,  and  their 
embroidery,  is  the  extraordinary  i)rovision  made  for  their  safety.  Nothing  is 
more  relishing  and  palatable  than  their  flesh  ;  nothing  more  heavy  and  slug- 
gish than  their  motions.  As  they  have  no  speed  to  escape,  niMther  have  tbey 
injr  dexterity  to  elude  the  foe.  Were  they  naked  or  unguarded,  they  must 
be  an  easy  pn*y  to  every  freebooter  that  roams  the  ocean.  To  prevent  this 
&tal  consequence,  what  is  only  clothing  to  other  animals,  is  tr>  them  a  clothing, 
a  house,  and  a  castle.  Tliey  have  a  fortification,  that  grows  with  their  growth, 
and  is  a  part  of  themselves.  By  this  means,  they  live  secure  cimidst  millions 
and  millions  of  ravenous  jaws :  by  this  means,  they  are  imparked,  as  it 
were,  in  their  own  shell ;  and,  screened  from  every  other  assault,  arc 
merved  for  the  use  and  pleasure  of  mankind. 

This  is  the  birth-place  of  cod,  the  standing  re])a8t  of  Lent.  Tliis  is  the 
nursery  of  turbot,  for  its  exquisite  relish  justly  styled  th^  pheasant  of  the 
wai^i.  Hence  comes  the  sturgeon,  delicious  even  in  piekle,  and  a  n'galo  for 
nj%\  luxury ;  hence  the  flounders,  dappled  with  reddish  spots,  and  a  supply 
for  vulgar  wants.  Here  dwell  the  mackerel,  decked,  when  haled  from  their 
native  clement,  richly  decked  with  the  most  glossy  dyes ;  the  lierring,  whose 
bnck  is  mottled  with  azure,  and  his  belly  sleek  with  silver ;  the  salmon,  in 
pltmer  habit,  but  of  larger  substance,  and  higher  esteem,  than  eithc^r  or  both 
the  preceding.  These,  when  shotten  and  lean,  wand(?r  wildly  up  and  down 
the  vast  abyss  ;  when  plump  and  delicate,  they  throng  our  creeks,  and  swarm 
in  oar  bays — they  repair  to  the  shallows,  or  haunt  the  numing  streams.  Who 
Ms  these  creatures  evacuate  the  shores,  and  disperse  themselves  into  all 
gnarten^  when  ihcjr  bccomo  worthless  and  un&t  ioi  out  ^in\qv:\    "^V^ 
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and  rri'.ilN  tli<'  iiiiitiscijiliiicil  vn^itiits,  ns  soon  ns  tlir-y  artMinpnToi 
l<'-ini)ili'  luixl  f  Willi  np[i<iiiits  tliu  vory  sccnn  of  onr  ainbtiehc'S  to Lt 
■.«:<■  <>{  tli.ir  r.nili/viiis.  -^'i  tliat  tliey  come  like  vokinti-crs  to  our  ndj! 
-,  tln^  f'url'pu:;li  is  -iL'Thil,  tile  siiiiiiiionN  is9in-<l,  anil  tlif  point  of  namw 

I,  In- :(  I'rovi.Ir vii-  in(liil<.'oiit  to  iii;inkin>],  pvit  Btn<lioii»  to  tK^t  U 

hiulu.^.  :,„•[  ■■  Iiail  11-  Willi  iWfit-,"  Ptialm  Ixviii,  1». 

liavi'  wiPiiil^riMl  ;ii-  iiiir.'jiiv'iotir's[>t'iiftratioii  and  powor  : — liis  prtietn- 
wliuli.  tli'Hi^'li  ill.'  -,:i  w:is  at  a  ilrstanco,  and  walla  intervi-ni-d,  dii- 
I  till'  i'i>lL  tliat  liaii  Jii-t  swallonvil  a  piiw  i>f  Itwncy; — lii3  powiT,  whicl, 
lit  any  .l.lay.  lihm,'ln  llii'  Inwlc^s  raiiiltlir, diargrd  witli  tlic  silver ^juil 
r\'~  liniik.  Hill  i-  it  imt  I'liiuilly  wniiili'ifu),  to  obsi>nv  SHcti  inmnnen' 
iiltilii'li'-  111'  liiniv  vi-iiiatil'<  aiiiiiially  a[i[)ri>acliii)ir  our  sh'iri-a  and  CMWJ- 
iir  Ui\iU>  '.  wlii'ti  turiii,li  our  tail.s  witli  a  ivli(>ltf»>iiio  and  dtlintt 
.  at  till'  -iitin'  timi-  iliai  tlicy  yii-M  tuour  nation  a  rovoniu-,  more  ccrtaii, 


I.  !."  <■ 


whil 


II  till.'  mi 

ll'SI'llfl'l 
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tlir  .h..ii-.     ■Vh.-  liitfor  iniglit  iWaiiL-fr  tl.o  fwliennan'*  sar.'ty.ad 
■rtaiiili-  .'Ml-.-  uwav  (lie  valiiaMr  ti>li  frmii  mir  iiiasts.  Tliev  arc  ttiwe- 

rai 1  l>v  an  iini-il.l,- liriiid,  and  al.smiid  in  the  abvssc^of  tlic  owui: 

lio«iMK.MMs„r  til,' I'll rtli,iiiii'dli'dl>y till' samcoviTruliniipowi-r.liiifc 
i-.-i  in  till'  r.Ti  ^-.-?  .if  iliL-  fori-st.  A  aXuy,  infi-ctiil  nitli  a  pMtilmtiil 
il.li.'.ii  In  k.;i]>  (iff  at  >Oii,  and  not  |irnnitti-d  to  enter  tin'  potl 
"111  like  maiiniT,  thosi'  ni.niati-ni  of  tW 
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hA  hy  thousands  and  by  millions*.  A  single  mother  is  pregnant  with  a 
lotion.  By  which  amazing,  but  most  needful  expedient,  a  ])eriodical  repara- 
•^NMi  is  made,  prox)ortionable  to  the  immense  havock. 

As  the  sea  is  peopled  with  animated  inhabitants,  it  is  also  variegated  with 
y<gc table  productions.  Some  soft  as  wool ;  others  hard  as  stone.  Some  rise 
Bte  a  leafless  shrub ;  some  are  expanded  in  the  form  of  a  net ;  some  grow 
with  their  heads  downward,  and  seem  rather  hanging  on,  than  springing 
the  juttings  of  the  rocks.  Tliese  may,  with  much  greater  propriety 
the  famous  plantations  of  Semiramis,  be  called  pensile  gardens.  But  as 
jfmj  walk  reached  no  farther  than  the  purlieus  of  the  ocean;  as  neither  you  nor 
X  have  ever  taken  a  single  turn  among  those  submarine  groves ;  as  Moses, 
Jcthoa,  and  Jonah,  the  only  w*riters  tluit  ever  made  the  wonderful  tour, 
ntent  upon  more  important  themes,  have  left  us  no  memoirs  of  this  curious 
point ;  I  shall  not  venture  to  advance  anything  particular  on  the  subject. 
Only  one  remark  I  would  offer  in  geneml : — 

The  herbs  and  trees  which  flourish  on  the  dr}-  land,  are  maintained  by  the 

that  permeate  the  soil  and  fluctuate  in  the  air :  fur  this  purpose  they 

famished  with  leaves  to  collect  the  one,  and  with  roots  to  attract  the 

cAer.     Whereas  the  sea-plants,  finding  sufficient  nourishment  in  the  circum- 

^■hient  waters,  have  no  occasion  to  detach  a  party  of  roots  into  the  ground, 

and  forage  the  earth  for  sustenance.     Instead,  therefore,  of  penetrating,  they 

iin  but  just  tacked  to~  the  bottom ;  and  adhere  to  some  solid  substance, 

«dy  with  such  a  degree  of  tenacity  as  may  secure  them  from  being  tossed  to 

nd  fto  by  the  random  agitation  of  the  waves. 

We  see  from  this,  and  'numberless  other  instances,  what  a  diversity  there 
ii  in  the  operations  of  the  great  Creator  s  hand.  Yet  every  alteration  is  an 
inprovement,  and  each  new  pattern  has  a  peculiar  fitness  of  its  own.  The 
[  ame  economy  takes  place,  such  a  difference  of  administration,  I  mean,  in  his 
gorerament  of  the  rational  world.  In  *'  chusing  an  heritage  fur  his  people," 
ad  assigning  a  condition  to  each  of  his  servants,  there  is  a  great  variety  with 
npect  to  individuals,  yet  a  perfect  uniformity  and  complete  harmony  with 
■^»ect  to  the  whole.  Some  he  calls  out  to  a  course  of  distinguished  labours : 
Aey  make  an  illustrious  figure  in  life,  and  appear  "  as  a  city  set  on  a  hill," 
Xatth.  v.  14.  Others  he  consigns  over  to  obscurity :  they  are  like  the  pro- 
pketB  whom  good  Obadiah  hid  in  a  cave,  and  are  styled  ^'  his  secret  ones," 
M.  Ixxxiii.  3.  Those,  the  cedars  which  stand  conspicuous  on  the  top  of 
Lebanon ;  these,  the  voilets  which  lie  concealed  at  the  foot  of  a  brier. 

St  Paul  was  eminently  qualified  for  busy  scenes,  and  the  most  extensive 
Knices.  He  is  introduced,  therefore,  into  places  of  concourse.  His  ministry 
Bci  amidst  the  most  renowned  and  populous  cities.  Even  his  imprisonment 
It  Rome  seems  to  have  been  a  providential  expedient  for  fixing  him,  as  it 

J  were,  on  the  stage  of  public  observation,  and  in  the  very  centre  of  imiversal 
intdligence ;  where  his  preaching  was  like  plunging  a  stone  into  the  midst  of 
'-  i  onooth  canal,  which  affects  not  only  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  surface, 
%  Iwt  spreads  the  floating  circles  over  all  the  wide  expanse.  Whereas,  the 
>     bdoTcd  John,  being  less  fitted  to  bustle  among  a  crowd,  is  sent  into  the 

^  *  Mr.  Petit  found  .342, 144  eggs  in  the  hard  roe  of  a  carp,  sixteen  inches  long.     Mr. 

2  lACBhoeck  counted,  in  a  cod  of  an  ordinary  size,  9,384,000   eggs.     Aj  fecundity  per. 

f  fcetlj  tmaiing  I  but  admirably  adapted  to  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  watery  world ; 

it-  tfanUy  contriTcd  for  the  benefit  and  delight  of  mankind, 

f 
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unfreqiienlDA  Bolitaiy  island,  there  to  mdulgc  tho  flighta  of  h 
plation,  and  receive,  with  unintcrrnptcd  attention,  ihe  mystorions  viei 
God — Job  sliall  have  tlioma  in  his  path ;  have  lUo  dunghill  for  hia 
and  be  exjiosod  as  a.  mark  to  n|]  the  ivrrow«  of  tribulation.  Solomon 
dip  hia  foot  in  oil ;  tihall  be elerated  on  the  thieae  o^niyil^,  Miwiiii 
with  tho  most  lavish  cueMee  of  hnmoL 

In  all  this  aeeming,  this  more  than  memJBg  outUwriitjr,  0mm  ll  »  A 
not  only  of  aovercign  aothority,  bnt  of  omMmuuto  pwpriity.  Ikd 
head  of  the  church  acta  lilce  &  judiciotu  geaefal,  aad  ^polBte  Moh  a  ■ 
to  each  of  his  soldiers  aa  corre^Kiuds  iriSl  the  «bilitf  ha  gins.  Ha  aat 
the  most  skilful  physician,  and  preecribe*  neb  a  nmedy  fiv  all  Ua  pi 
aa  ia  most  nicely  suited  to  tiieir  reapeotive  cawa.  Ha  knows  the  f 
point  of  time,  tho  particular  place  of  abode,  Hu  paoaHar  BtcBtntaneai  o 
dition,  which  are  most  proper  for  each  and  every  of  hia  diildnn  j  and, 
tender  as  well  as  an  unerring  father,  what  he  knowi  to  be  beal^  that  h 
Btantly  allots.  I  siud,  like  a  generd,  like  a  phyndaa,  HkaafkAev.  Bi 
comparison  is  low;  the  language  ia  inozpnaaiTa.  CSuriat  la  all  tt 
implied  in  these  relationa,  uid  unapeakabty  more.  0  that  wv  inay  t 
in  the  superintendency  of  auoh  a  SaTiour  I  and  not  (mly  leagn  itumI' 
hia  will,  but  tliank  bim  for  managing  the  bahn ;  thuik  him  thr  etc 
OUT  course  through  the  changea  of  time  and  the  vnoertaintiafl  tt  fMi 
since,  whatever  nur  fruwaril  oiul  ptitiilaiit  jiassiuiLa  iiiny  euggrsL,  thi-  I 
yraye  arc  eo  far  from  being  unequal,  that  tliey  have  all  poflsible  fitnesi 
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Isr  KMt  drain  off  eveiy  Lour,  every  minute,  inillioiu  and  millions  of  tons,  ia 
,poiDUS  Bxh^tions;  which,  being  akilfull)'  parcelled  out,  and  secunily 
iged  in  "  the  bottlefl  of  heaven  *,"  arc  sent  abroad,  sweetened  and  TcRnvd, 
ithontany  brockisli  tincture  or  the  least  bituminous  sediment :  sent  abroad 
Mm  the  wings  of  the  wind,  to  distil  in  dews,  or  pour  themselves  in  rain ;  to 
wvfrom  the  orifices  of  fountains  ;  to  trickle  along  tbc  veins  of  rivulets  ;  to 
to  in  the  oavities  of  wells ;  to  roll  in  liiany  a  headlong  torrent  from  the 
des  of  mountains ;  to  flow  in  copious  streams  amidst  the  bosom  of  burning 
tserts,  and  through  tlie  heart  of  populous  kingdoms,  in  order  to  refresh  and 
■rtilise,  to  beautify  and  enrich,  every  soil,  in  every  clime. 

How  amiable  ia  the  goodness,  and  how  amnzing  is  tho  power,  of  the 
roild'i  adorable  Maker !  How  nniinblo  his  goodness,  in  distributing  so 
ugely  what  ia  so  absolutely  necessary  and  so  extensively  benefieisl  1  That 
rater,  without  which  we  cnn  scarce  perfonu  any  business  or  enjoy  any 
omfort,  should  be  every  one's  property  ;  should  spriug  up  from  the  soil  ; 
bould  drop  down  from  the  elouds ;  should  stream  by  our  houses ;  should 
(ko  a  journey  from  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  the  extremities  of  the  ocean, 
n  purpose  to  serve' us  !  How  amazing  his  [lower,  that  this  boundless  mass 
f  fluid  salt,  so  intolcmbly  nnuscoua  to  the  human  taste,  should  tw  the 
liginal  spring  which  deals  out  every  palDtablo  draught  to  mankind,  and 
QWches  the  thirst  of  every  animal !  Doubtless,  the  jion-er  by  whieh  this  is 
ficcted  ean  extract  comfort  from  our  afflictions,  advantage  from  inir  calamities, 
nd  "  make  all  things  work  together  fur  our  good,"  Rom.  viii.  28. 

Vast  and  various  are  the  ailvantagcs  which  wo  nceive  from  the  liquid 
Itmcnt ;  vast,  ns  its  unbounded  extent ;  various,  as  its  ever  mubible  surface. 
Tie  sweet  waters  glide  along  the  earth  iu  spacious  currents,  whieh  not  only 
xliilarate  the  adjacent  country  by  their  humid  train  and  exhaling  moisture, 
St,  by  giving  a  brisk  impulse  to  tlio  air,  prevent  the  luiwholcsome  stagnation 
f  their  own  vapours.  They  pass  by  opulent  cities,  and,  receiving  all  their 
Itb,  rid  them  of  a  thousand  nuisancer,  which,  when  once  committed  to  theso 
aid  scavengers,  are  as  effectually  secretcil  as  if  they  were  buried  ever  so 
eepin  the  earth.  Yet,  though  they  condescend  to  so  mean  an  employ,  they 
re  fitted  for  more  honourable  services.  They  enter  the  gardens  of  a  prince, 
nd  compose  some  of  the  most  delightful  ornaments  of  the  place.  They 
litter  upon  the  eye  as  they  float  in  the  ample  amal.  They  amuse  the 
natation  as  they  ascend  in  curious  jfl'  ifeaii.  They  yield  a  nobler  enter* 
kinment,  as,  forming  tlicmsclvcs  into  shei-ts  of  sloping  silver,  they  fall  in 
nccfiil  or  in  grand  cascades.  If,  instead  of  beautiiiers,  we  think  ])roper  to 
Mke  use  of  them  as  drudges,  they  ]ily  at  our  mills,  they  toil  incessantly  at 
u  wheel,  and,  by  working  tho  hugest  engines,  take  u]ion  themselves  an 
oknown  share  of  our  fatigue,  and  save  us  a  proportionable  degree  of  expense. 

Bo  forcibly  they  act  when  collected,  and  most  surprisingly  they  insinuate 
hen  detached.  They  throw  themselves  into  the  body  of  a  plant,  they 
■Detrato  the  minutest  of  its  organised  tubes,  and  find  a  passage  throiigli 
nnders,  too  small  for  the  eye  tn  discern,  too  numerous  and  intricate  even 
r  imagination  to  follow.     How  difficultly  does  a  lalwurer  that  serves  the 

d  rcpiaiing through  tlie  rfginns  of  tliP  sir;  line  been  clarified  in  the  hi^lieat  anil  purest 
ct*  or  the  atmoiphcre  j  bia  been  further  re(iii(d  mid  perrected  bj  iLc  EeDidiing;  ngEocT 
the  trindi.      1  should  ver]r  much  wotider,  it  Che  pun;   Hlemhic  cuuld   eijual  Chia  graad 
jisntai  of  nature. 
'  So  the  cloodt  are  gl^aotif  styled  ia  Job  IXXviiL  S7. 


iifirtnr  on 
oad  to  It : 


hish 


\i  tlio  roiiiiJfi  of  a  ladder,  bending  undor  tbe  biudra  ul . 

iiili;  tlicsi'  servimts  in  the  employ  of  nature  carry  tbeit ' 

■!i  greater  Iieigbt,  nnd  diinb  with  tbe  iitmOHt  eaw?,  even  iritlunit 

—  •- 


ith  tbe  iitmoHt  eaw?,  even  iritlunit. 
Tbey  convey  the  nutrimtntal  etoiea  of 

I,  fr llir  linvi-t  lihri'H  tbat  are  plunged  into  tbe  Boil,  to  the  Toy 

.vj^.  ili.a  ^-,■-^..  :,(Liia-t  the  clouds.  They  arc  the  catercra  for  tlMi 
inirlil.  .if  (il  I  iii^iy  !i['  allowed  the  expression)  the  sutlem,  whk]^ 
«lir4c  li"-i.  (if  iiIlIuIs,  to  funiish  them  with  seasonable  refreshnKnt- 
mry  provision.  By  means  of  which  "the  trees  of  the  Lord  are  fall 
>f  sap,  cvi;n  tbe  ccdara  of  Lebanon  which  he  liatb  planted,"  Psalm  civ.  16; 
lid,  notwitlistandinfT  their  vast  lilcvation  and  proiligioua  diffusion — tliongfc 
h'  >  .  V  i''  iiil"ii.  !  '.\-  III  11,  ;iiiJ  deprived  of  all  cultivation — yet  not  aaii^ 
'I-     <  .<  .  nor  a  single  leaf  of  moisture. 

r  iilv,  and  serviceable  circulation  of  tlie  rivers,  tin 

i:i  1 1,.-  .1  'il.v.ii  .[,  !;.,  '.  ,-  :iiK,uitageoua,  and  much  more  romarkable.  Eveiy 
;icu:rL'  t[ilkt:tiuu  of  watera,  for  the  space  of  five  or  six  houre,  £an 
luu'K  anil  after  a  short  pause  retires  again  to  ite  inmost  cayeati 
■aT\y  till.'  wime  time  in  its  retreat  as  it  reqtiired  for  its 


hiy  l\u:i  ill 

Inking  up 


How  priMt  if-  till'  pnwer  which  seta  tbe  whole  fluid  world  in  motion  ! 

luir.-.  tu  (liL-  -hiTi'-  flin'h  an  inconceivable  weight  of  waters,  without  aaj 

irrnir,   fiinn  ilii>  winds,  frequently  in  direct  opposition  to  all  tlieir  farMJ 

i;riR'ifni-  :il-i)  !■<  the  Providence  ftbich  bids  theTnighty  element  perfon 

Ills  ^^■ith  the  mo-rt  rxact  punctuality !     Was  it  suSoti 

ml!  mi  ted 
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tu  Uic  ocean,  and  neither  mischief  nor  inconvenience  ensue.  Tliost;  swanns 
of  locusts  which,  while  living,  were  a  plague  to  Pharaoh  hy  their  loathed 
intrusion,  and,  when  dead,  might  have  caused  a  more  dreadful  plague  by 
their  noisome  stench,  swept  into  the  sea,  were  neither  pestilential  nor  offon- 
avo.  How  then  is  this  receptacle  of  every  nuisance  kept  clean  ?  Why  does 
it  not  contract  a  noxious  taint,  and  diffuse  a  destructive  contagion  ?  such  an 
ironld  render  it  a  grave  to  the  aquatic,  and  bane  to  the  terrestrial  animals  ? 
It  is  owing,  partly  to  its  incessant  motion,  partly  to  its  saline  quality.  By 
the  one,  it  is  secured  from  any  internal  principle  of  corruption  ;  by  the  other, 
h  works  itself  clear  from  every  adventitious  defilement. 

A  directory  this,  and  a  pattern  for  mt' !  Thus  may  divine  grace,  like  the 
penetrating  power  of  salt,  cure  the  depravity  of  my  heart,  and  rectify  the 
disorders  of  my  temper !  season  my  words,  and  make  all  my  couvcrsation 
nvouiy !  Tlius  may  a  continual  course  of  activity,  in  my  secular  and  my 
sacred  vocation,  prevent  the  pernicious  effects  of  indolence  !  Let  me  daily 
exercise,  or  be  attempting  to  exercise,  the  graces  of  Christianity,  lest  faith 
become  feeble,  lest  hope  contract  dimness,  and  charity  wax  cold. 

.Now  the  tide  begins  to  flow.  Wave  rises  upon  wave,  and  billow  rolls 
over  billow.  Nothing  can  divert,  nothing  retard  its  progress,  no,  not  for  a 
moment.  Though  Canutus  be  in  the  way*,  though  his  royal  authority  and 
strict  prohibition,  nay,  tliough  all  the  forces  of  his  kingdom  oppose,  it  will 
Devcr  discontinue  the  advancing  swell,  till  it  has  reached  the  destined  point. 
So  may  I  always  abound  in  communion  with  Ciod,  or  in  beneficence  to  men, 
Msigning  one  religious  or  charitable  employ  only  to  enter  upon  another,  and 
be  thus  pressing  forward,  still  pressing  forward,  to  tlie  j)rize  of  my  high  calling 
in  Christ  Jesus ;  differing  from  these  regular  vicissitudes  of  the  ocean  only  in 
CMBe  particular,  that  my  endeavours  never  ebb,  my  soul  never  draws  back  : 
BiBcc  this  would  be,  if  temporary,  to  my  grievous  loss  ;  if  final,  to  my  aggra- 
vated perilition. 

Consi<lcr  the  sea  in  another  capacity,  and  it  connects  the  remotest  realms 
of  the  universe,  by  facilitating  an  intercourse  between  their  respective  inliabi« 
ftants.  What  short-sighted  beings  are  mankind  !  how  extremely  superficial 
tiheir  views !  how  unavoidable  therefore  their  frequent  mistakes !  Tho 
■acicnts  looked  upon  this  bottomless  deep  as  an  unpassable  gulf :  If  our 
flne&thcrs  were   so  egregiously  mistaken  in  this  instance,  let  us  not  too 

•  Alluding  to  a  memorable  and  instructive  atory  recorded  of  King  Canutus,  who,  pro- 
ftiUf  without  having  read,  had  nevertheless  thoroughly  learned,  that  excellent  le<jsuu  of 
Bonce: 

Rcgum  timendorum  in  proprios  greges, 

Rcges  in  ipsos  iuiperiuin  est  Jovis. 

fiOBU  of  his  abject  and  designing  flatterers  had  the  impious  assurance  to  tell  him,   "  hJH 

.fower  was  more  than  human.''     To  convince  them  of  their  folly,  anH  rebuke  them  for 

Adr  fkltirhood,  he  ordered  his  chair  of  state  to  be  placed  on  the  extremity  of  the  shore, 

Jutu  the  tide  began  to  flow.      Here  he  took  his  seat,  in  the  presence  of  the  parasites, 

ad  many  other  attendants.     Then,  with  all  that  dignity  of  air,  and  severity  of  accent, 

"•Ucb  sovereign  authority  knows  how  to  assume,  he  said,  *'  Thou  sea,  the  land  on  which  I 

iitb  mine  ;  nor  has  any  one  dared  to  invade  my  rights,  or  disobey  my  cou.maiids,  wirhout 

Mbiing  the  deserved  punishment.     I  charge  thee,  therefore,  on  pain  of  my  highest  dis- 

yfciiare,  not  to  enter  these  territories,  nor  touch  the  feet  of  England's  monarch/' — When 

venide  waves  made  bold  to  enter  on  the  forbidden  ground  ;  nay,  when  those  uiicourtly 

fhbgi  preiumed  to  rush  u|M)n  the  royal  seat,  and  even  to  dash  his  majesty's  person,  he 

'wed  from  his  throne,  and  bid  every  beholder  observe  the  impotence  of  earthly  kings  ; 

■d  tkcm  remember,  that  he  alone  ih  worthy  of  the  name,  whom  winds,  and  waves,  aud 

iHirerflml  nature  obey. 

A  A 
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)HTpn)|>tonly  pronounce  (i|Km  nny  difficnlt  ra  royrteriimw  fwinl,  iMt  hupwh 
ing  generatiiHis,  or  a  moro  PiilighUiwd  sUtv.  sliould  PO?vr  U5  with  tlio  ddiib 
Fonfit^on  of  childiali  ignoranrc  iu)d  foolivh  conmit. 

Wc  hare  clearly  dcmon^ratod,  and  happily  csperipnctd,  the  very  ter 
of  tlint  gny-hradiMl  snnnisc  to  1>e  tme.  The  ocean,  inetfad  of  bt-inj;  a 
of  Bcpnntion,  is  the  great  bond  6f  onion.  For  tliia  pnrposi?,  it  is  nt 
exhanitcd,  though  it  siipplii-B  tlie  whole  firninineiit  with  clouds,  aai 
whole  earth  with  rains ;  nor  ev?r  overflows  though  all  the  rivera  in 
universe  arc  ]>erpetually  nnginenting  itsstorcn,  and  pouring  in  their  trilniM 
floods. — Dy  meana  of  this  rlcmcnt  wc  travel  farmer  than  birds  of  the 
(Hoion  fly,  and  diacuver  tracts  which  the  "  vulture's  <ye  haa  never  at 
Job  xxviii.  7-  ^^'<-'  make  a  visit  to  nations  that  lie  drowned  in  thcitl 
night  slumbers,  when  every  indufrtrions  person  on  this  part  of  the  gjUb 
beKtirring  himself  in  all  the  hnrry  of  boanese.  We  cultivate  an  ncqiminli 
with  the  sun-burnt  Negro  and  the  shivering  Icelander.  We  croHe>theflui 
line,  we  penetrate  the  frozen  pole,  and  wing  imr  way  even  round  the  war 

This  is  the  great  vehicle  of  conimeree.  Not  to  mention  the  floating  oul 
which  contain  whole  armies,  which  bear  the  thunder,  the  fiery  tcnipeets, 
nil  the  dreadful  artillery  of  war ;  what  a  multitude  of  uliipa,  of  the  Uist 
dimensions  and  moat  prodigious  burden,  are  eontinually  passing  and  repani 
this  nnivcrani  thori ill gli fare !  ships  thiit  arc  freighted,  nnt  with  soclc^ 
with  h.-irvesfs  of  I'uni ;  tli.it  carrv  not  pipes,  but  vintages  of  wine  ;  tiai 
'    '  ■      ]tli   lir»r-  of  ir.>»,  bWks  of  in.lrble,  or  wedges  of  gold,  hot 
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0  Hat  wc,  my  dear  Aqioaio,  that  I  c«]>L-i;ially,  niny  be  strong  in  the  Lord, 
Wd  in  the  power  of  hU  might !  Tlien,  as  the  light  aJt  m  made  to  act  witli  a 
more  forcible  impulse  than  the  most  vigorous  cogiiies  ;  as  the  fluid  wnter  is 
Mde  to  sustiun  more  ponderous  loadb  than  the  most  subatiintial  works  of 
Msonry;  ao  we,  who  in  ourselves  ore  nothing  but  impotence,  sliall  be  enabled 
totrinniph  over  the  legions  of  factl,  and  tread  down  nil  the  temptations  of  tho 
■arid. 

How  are  Uie  mariners  conducted  tlirough  this  fluid  common,  than  which 
BoUiing  is  more  wide,  and  nothing  more  wild  f  litre  is  no  track  to  bo  fol- 
bwed,  no  posts  of  direction  tu  be  consulted,  nor  any  shepherd's  hut  where  the 
nuidcHug  travclU^r  may  u.-<k  hiii  way.  Ari'  ttiry  guiite<l  by  a  pillar  of  lire  in 
he  niglit,  or  a  moveable  ctoud  in  tl)c  day,  a^  the  Rona  of  Jacob  and  Joseph 
rere  escort^id  through  the  eastern  deserts?  Xo  ;  but  by  a  mean,  coutempt- 
ttle,  and  otherwise  worthKits  fofixil.  The  apoi«t!e  James  mentions  it  as  a  very 
baervable  fact,  that  the  "  ships,  which  are  90  groat,  and  driven  of  ficrco 
rnuU,  yet  arc  turned  about  with  a  very  smaU  lielni  whithersoever  the  governor 
"  James  iii.  4.  Is  it  not  equally  wonderful,  that  they  should  be  led 
BUch  a  pathless  and  unincasuraldo  waste  hy  so  small  an  espedicnt  as 
lae  intervention  of  the  loadstone*  l  Till  i\ui<  surprising  mineral  was  dis- 
vvorcd,  and  its  properties  were  improved,  navigation  lay  in  ita  cradle;  was 
fc  bc^  a  mere  infant,  that  crept  timorottnly  along  the  coasts ;  wan  obligcit  to 
oep  within  sight  of  the  shores,  nnii,  if  driven  ont  beyond  the  narrow  Hphcro 
Fher  landmarkf,  could  neither  SHeertaiii  her  fiitiiatioii  nor  pursue  her  voyage. 
Int  this  guide,  when  every  beacon  on  the  top  of  the  hiUs  is  vanished  from  tlio 
entei't  ken ;  where  nothing  but  nkies  are  seen  above,  and  seas  alono  appear 
«Jow — this  guide  points  out  the  proper  passage.  This  communicates  an  in- 
elligeneo  which  shines  clear  in  the  thickest  darkness,  and  remains  steady  in 
he  most  tempestuous  agitations.  This  has  given,  not  indeed  birth,  but 
IHtnrity  to  iiavigati<m,  and  turned  her  swaddling-bands  into  wings.  Tl)ia 
■•  emboldened  her  to  laimch  into  the  heart  of  the  ocean,  and  enabled  her  to 
■nge  from  pole  to  pole. 

^Thna  does  God,  both  in  the  operations  of  natiin^  and  the  administrations  of 

PnTidcnce,  accomplisi)  the  most  important  <'nds  by  the  most  inconsiderablu 

■tans.     'When  the  fomiidablo  Sisera  is  to  be  eiit  off,  the  blow  xhall  l>e  given, 

it  by  some  puifisant  cliampion,  but  by  the  hand  of  a  woman.  Judges  iv.  !). 

Iwn  Jericho  is  to  be  denioliahcd,  tliosc  impregnable  fortifi cations  shall  fall, 

beneath  the  stroke  of  battering  engines,  but  before  the  sound  of  rams' 

M,  Josli.  vi.  3.      When  100,000  Midiaiiites  are  to  be  routed,  the  Lord  of 

rta  will  gain  this  signal  victory,  not  by  numerous  legions  completely  anned, 

It  by  a  faaudful  of  Israelites,  accoutred  only  with  tmmpeta,  lamps,  and 

IchfTs,  Judg.  vii.  It).     ^Vho  would  have  thought,  that  from  the  root  of 

IF,  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground,  should  arise  that  great  tree,  which ''  stretches 

boughs  unto  the  sea,  and  her  height  unto  the  heavens,  and  her  branches 

o  the  ends  of  the  earth '{"     That  the  despised  Galilean  and  the  carpenter's 

should  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  the  Heir  of  all  things!'      Xay, 

I  am  »r>re  that  otiicr  expedients  are  used  for  shnping  a  proper  eirarsv  on  the  ocean, 

lai  making  obsei  vatious  Irum  the  sun  li;  maMie.imtjrnl  inalriiment!!.     Hut  these,  I  bu- 

J,  are  odIj  subardinite  aida  to  the  necille.     The  Kr^ud  rcKUbtur  is  the:  mii(!nel.     I  have 

M  ■»  eiperienced  sailor  declare,  he  wimlJ  mtlicr  Iw  withuut  bU  quadrant  tbuu  without 
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that  n  pcraon  liumUd  like  the  menneet  uf  eUves,  and  ftxcciitr'l  lifcr  Mt 
of  inali^fartors ;  nriik-il  to  A  cross,  and  Uud  pnwtnitc  among  tliu  di-ail ;  t 
Bhinild  rcstnro  Ijfu  n.ad  immortality  to  ruined  marten :  aiiouid  oiicii  tlio 
of  grace  and  glory  on  lost  manluiid  t  *  Hut  ft  bw  IDitcnte  mm»mm, 
from  the  Imvt^,  the  oar,  and  Iba  net,  dionld  ooofMs  -^Siimafkm,  nd  « 
kings  ;  should  overthiaw  the  stioi^'Judda  of  iddibf,  imi  phot  CbiNl 
on  ita  ruins !  Tliis  is  a  cimimstanoe  wbidi,  though  ft  ■tmablift^bL 
some  people,  has  cnnsidornbljr  strengthened  my  Uth.  It  ie  peribetlj 
aUe  to  the  Almightj^e  manner.  It  ii  (if  I  tomy  n  ipnlc)  &e  dutingi 
turn  of  his  hand,  and  the  pecnlisr  style  of  hia  wks.  Wboioe  does  b 
tlio  charmingly  Lcautcona  flower  }  whenbe  the  magnificent  myriftds  of 
oaks  ?  whence  the  boundless  and  ineetimahle  stone  at  harvest  ?  Fran 
ciples  whicli  bear  not  the  least  proportion  to  thmi  effects.  Bendes,  lU 
emphntically  speaks  the  Qod.  It  "shows  the  Ughting  down  of  hit' 
Isa.  XXX.  30 ;  and  absolutely  precludes  sll  the  pretensions  of  hnmsn  iin 
or  finite  power.  It  appropriates  the  honour  to  that  supreme  Ageat, 
whom  the  easy  and  the  ardnons  sre  both  alike.  AH  men  tbftt  ne  il 
confess,  This  hatb  Qod  done. 

Tbrongli  this  channel  are  imported  to  our  island  the  AticB  pxodnetn 
the  peculiar  treasures,  of  ereiy  nation  under  heftven.  So  thmt  we  ew 
fast  upon  a  dissolution  of  the  Amerioan  kernd*,  and  see  the  ridi  Bstn 
liquor  froth  in  our  cups,  without  ever  tempting  the  foaming  brines  V 
steep  the  delicately-flaTonred  Chinesg  laaf  in  Uie  watea  of  o 
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pricious  and  partial }  bestowing  Uvislily  her  tavoan  on  t])o  wealtliy,  at  tlio 
roe  time  that  she  nrglecta  the  needy  ?  Qtiito  the  reTetao.  Like  lior  most 
»lttid,  yet  moat  condescending  Creator,  ehe  is  no  respecter  of  persons.  Slie 
«la  out  her  Ubeialitiee  to  all :  to  the  wealthy,  such  as  arc  suitable  to  their  cir- 
inutances ;  to  the  indigent,  such  as  are  bent  adapted  to  their  condition.  If 
le  ornaments  the  bodies  of  the  first,  she  employs  the  hands  of  the  lost ;  fur- 
ahes  these  with  usoful  labour,  those  with  elegant  accommodations.  Wliat 
mnltitudc  of  industrious  people  acquire  a  lirclihood  by  preparing  tlio  com- 
odities  intended  for  exportation !  and  what  a  multitude  of  dexterous  arti- 
xis  maintaio  their  families  by  manufacturiDg  tho  wares  imported  from 
irood! 

It  is  reckoned  a  valuable  species  of  beneficence  to  provide  proper  work  for 
le  poor.  This  withdraws  them  from  many  temptations,  and  preserves  them 
atn  inach  wickedness.  It  hinders  them  from  being  a  burden  to  thoinaelves, 
nd  s  nuisance  to  tlio  public.  They  might  otlierwise  be  idle,  and  as  vermin 
1  the  body  politic ;  or  even  mutinous,  and  as  vipcis  in  the  bowels  of  tlie 
ktion :  'wliereaii,  by  exerting  themselves  in  a  due  subordination,  and  witli 
scorning  diligence,  they  ore  the  very  sinews  of  the  community;  or  like  tlie 
nnd  wheel  in  tlie  machine  of  state,  whose  incessant  activity  distributes 
lenty,  and  pouis  innumerohio  conveniences  through  the  whole.  What  a 
aster  then,  or  rather  what  a  mistress  is  the  sea  !  bow  extensive  her  corrc- 
K)ndi.>nce,  and  how  large  ber  demand  for  workmen  !  Into  wliat  branch  of 
wte  does  she  not  enter  ?  What  kind  of  ingenious  science,  or  useful  toil, 
sea  she  not  befriend  f  How  many  millions  of  honest  but  needy  persons  nro 
■gnged  in  her  service  l  and  how  amply  arc  tliey  repaid  for  tlieir  pains  ? 
Tliey  that  go  down  to  the  i<i'a  in  islii]iN,  and  oecu|)y  their  bustncs^  in  great 
nrters,  these  men  sec  the  workn  of  the  Lord,  and  his  wonders  in  the  deep." 
Iicy  also  that  dwell  among  their  own  people,  anil  abide  in  the  villager,  even 
liey  enjoy  the  bouTity,  and  share  the  advantages  of  the  ocean,  l-'or,  though 
;  is  false  philosophy  to  suppose  the  waters  themselves  strained  through  suli- 
Erranean  paKjoges  into  the  inland  countries  ;  yet  it  is  an  undeniable  truth, 
kat  their  iK'neficiol  effects  are  transfused  into  every  town,  every  hamlet,  and 
rcry  cottj^. 

Surely  the  inhabitants  of  our  isle  have  reason  to  turn  the  prediction  of 
loses,  concerning  the  tribe  of  .Joseph,  into  a  devout  and  grateful  atknowlcdg- 
KUt : — "  Blessed  of  the  Lord  is*  onr  land.  Blessed  with  the  precious  things 
f  heaven,  with  the  dew,  and  with  tho  deep  that  couebeth  beneath.  With  tlio 
Rcious  things  brought  forth  by  the  sim,  and  with  the  precious  things  thrust 
Mh  by  tlic  moon.  With  the  chief  things  of  the  oneient  mountains,  and 
nth  the  precious  things  of  the  everlasting  hills ;  and  with  the  precious  things 
Cthc  earth,  and  the  fulness  thereof,"  Deut.  xTxiii.  13 — 10.  May  we  also 
njoy  "  the  good  will  of  him  who  dwelt  in  the  bush,"  Dcut.  xsxiii.  Ifi ;  and 
he  grace  of  him  who  hung  on  tlie  tree !  Ma^  the  eternal  God  bo  our  refuge, 
nd  his  everlasting  arms  undemeatli  both  us  and  oni  interests  !  Happy  then 
rQt  thou  be,  thrice  happy,  O  England  !  Thy  temporal  advantages  and  thy 
pritual  privileges  conwdered,  it  may  be  truly  8ai<l,  "  Who,"  or  what  nation 
'is  like  unto  tlice?" 

•  Ji.  («  I  would  translate  the  original,)  not  lie  ,-  in  the  preJiiitiie,  not  iireotury  form, 
lib  implk*  1  fuluew  nf  fnitb,  and  lll3tillJui^Lea  jiroiiLecj  from  prasw,  bei\  *».\U  \li» 
ttnonlioMTj  Ulauiiaatioa  af  ilasts,  laid  Joca  uiosthuuoUT  lo  tlie  unliiui^iilA  Sipl'i*. 
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Tliis  for  my  ti/iintry  ;  r 


vU-tn 


'  wish  for  inysi'lf : 


God  o!  all  worida !  saatce  and  supreme  of  tbiapt  t   J 
From  whan.  bU  life,  from  ffl.om  dnralion  •pring*  r  ' 
Inleaae,  O  1  l^t  me  for  tljy  glory  bum. 
Nor  fmitlew  view  my  dijrs  anil  montln  return. 
Give  me  with  wonder  ot  tty  world  to  glow. 
To  grasp  thy  Tiiion,  and  tby  trulhs  to  know  ; 
n*er  time's  tfmptetuotid  e^^i  to  reach  tliy  shore. 
And  liie,  and  sing,  where  tiae  sball  be  no  mure 

Ymi  31.H.',  Aapaaio,  I  have  been  Etudjing  tlic  vulume  of  nature  ;  ei 
ing  to  road  ita  eapitaJ  characters,  &nd  learn  some  of  its  instructiVi 
Thi;  g«a  lins  hccn  the  [lage ;  but  liow  superficial  is  my  perusal,  as 
scanty  my  knowledge  1  Little,  very  little  have  I  seen  or  conc«v(J 
to  thuae  works  of  wonder  which  the  vast  unfathomable  deep  (wntl 
plants  it  produtes  and  the  creatures  it  nourisbea :  its  stupendous  i 
■tjliterTanenti  ciives ;  the  heaps  of  pearl,  which  are  its  native  groi 
the  loads  iif  gold,  whicli  it  has  gained  hy  shipwreek.  So  superfiot 
yiews  of  Christ ;  so  scfinty  is  my  acquaintance  with  the  gospel. 

You,  I  prfHuine,  nre  sitting  at  the  feet  of  that  sublime  T«( 
attending  to  the  dictates  of  his  mouth,  in  "  whom  arc  hid  all  the  tH 
wii^m  and  knowledge,"  Col.  ii.  3.  Let  me  promise  myself  a  eonid 
of  your  thoughts,  as  1  have  freely  transmitted  a  specimen  of  mtno 
win  make  no  KTupli'  to  acknowledge  the  superiority  of  tlie  eschail 


tlu"  beauties  of  the  mom,  breaking  fortli  from  the  obseurity  of  ni^^lit  ;  wluii 

you  ado])tcd  that  noble  aspiration  from  oiu:  philosophic  i)Oct,  1  could  not 

forbear  adding :  "  Tluis  may  the  gracious  God,  wlio  commands  the  light  to 

^'^  flAiinc  out  of  the  midnight  darkness,  shine  into  our  hearts,  and  give  that 

l1;  incomparably  glorious  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  his  blessed  Self !  which, 

■      'ftbongh  discernible  through  all  tho  tracts  of  creation,  and  derivable  from  every 

-work  of  his  almighty  hand,  yet  nowhere  beams  forth  with  such  complete  and 

•«ich  amiable*lu8tre  as  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ,"  2  Cor.  iv.  6.     Here  wo 

.  liehold  all  the  sublime  perfections  of  the  Deity,  not  only  manifested  with 

[^Jniniitable  splendour,  but  operating  for  our   own  advantage.     Wc  behold 

as  Job  speaks,  "  for  ourselves,"  Job  xix.  27 ;  and  cannot  but  receive 

Saexpressiblc  refreshment  and  joy  from  the  view. 

When  you  walked  beneath  the  shade  of  those  huge,  horrid,  and  enormous 

Bff^  both  amused  and  .alanncd  at  their  stupendous  magnitude  and  frightful 

ilarity ;  when  you  cast  your  eye  upon  the  wide  expanded  surface  of  the 

;  when  you  surveyed  the  far  more  unmeasurable  arches  of  the  sky,  and 

meditated,   in  that  awful  solitude,  on  the  wildest  and  most  magnificent 

inces  of  nature — I  felt  the  same  kind  of  devout  astonishment  with 

)lf.     Wliile  the  soul  was  wrapt  in  "  pensive  stillness,  and  pleasing 

mcthought  I  heard  a  voice,  or  something  like  a  voice,  from  the  silent 

as  well  as  from  the  sounding  seas.     It  seemed  to  echo  back,  what  the 

Jgfaty  angel  whom  John  saw  flying  in  the  midst  of  heaven  once  proclaimed : 

Worship  him,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains 

«f  water,"  Rev.  xiv,  7-     "  Worship  him,  who  stretched  out  that  azure  pavi- 

with  such  amazing  grandeur ;  who  measured  yonder  world  of  waters  in 

die  hollow  of  his  hand ;  and  before  whom  this  immense  range  of  mountainous 

difis  is  but  as  dust  upon  the  scale." 

When  you  described  the  dismal  situation  of  a  wretch,  exposed  on  the  edges 
of  the  tremendous  precipice,  hanging  over  the  ragged  rocks  and  the  unfathom- 
i^'Sble  gulf,  and  cleaving  only  to  a  slender  treacherous  breaking  bough ;  how 
^kartily  did  I  join  in  your  adoring  acknowledgments  to  that  kind,  interi)osing, 
jiUeased  hand,  which  rescued  us  both  from  an  infinitely  more  threatening  and 
dreadful   clanger !  rescued  us   as   slaves  from   the  dominion  of  the    devil ; 
■uitchcd  us  as  brands  from  the  inextinguishable  burnings ;  and  bid  us,  (O 
marvellous  superabundant  goodness  !)  bid  us  possess  the  liberty  of  righteous- 
ness,— ^bid  us  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

When  you  mention  the  past  indolence,  and  the  present  fervour  of  your 
prayers,  I  could  not  forbear  reiterating  my  i)raiscs  to  God  on  your  behalf. 
This  is  a  proof,  my  dear  Theron,  that  you  are  going  in  the  way,  everlasting ; 
for  it  is  written,  "  They  shall  come  with  weeping,  and  with  sui)plieatious 
will  I  load  them,"  Jer.  xxxi.  9.     This   is  the  work   of  the  Holy   Ghost, 
dfrclling  in  your  heart ;  for  what  saith  the  Sc-ripture ?     ""I  will  pour  upon 
them  the  spirit  of  grace  and  of  sup])lication,"  Zeeh.  xii.  10.     And  our  Lord 
himself  mentions  this  as  tlic  indicatitm  of  a  true  conversion  :  '^  Behold  he 
pnyeth,"  Acts  ix.  11.     Had  not  Saul  prayed  before  ?     Yes ;  and  made  long 
pnyen  too.     But  he  never,  till  that  instant,  was  sensible  of  his  imdonc  and 
daramiblo  condition ;  never  cried  to  God  from  the  depths  of  his  distress,  or 
from  the  depths  of  his  heart ;  nor  ever  solicited  the  throne  of  grace,  in  the  all- 
prevailing  name  of  Jesus  Christ.     His  prayers,  till  then,  were  somewhat 
\  like  the  mote?  which  £uctuatc  to  and  fro  in  the  aii,  wi\\\o\x\.  Vdiv^  v^gvLv^raa 
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impulse  or  any  cortatn  aim ;  but,  in  that  hour,  they  wero  like  the 
which  8|>ring8  from  the  strained  bow,  and,  quick  as  lightning,  flies  to  the 

I  was  ploasc'd  to  find  you,  in  the  process  of  jrour  letter,  insenably  fd 
the  narrative,  and  so  engaged  by  the  subject,  that  you  spoke  not 
relator  but  as  the  l^oholdor.  Tlius  may  we  always  be  aflfected,  when 
study  the  oracles  of  truth — study  them,  not  as  cold  unconcerned  critics, 
arc  only  to  judge  of  their  meaning,  but  as  persons  deeply  interested  in 
tliey  contain ;  who  are  particularly  addressed  in  every  cxhortatioii,  [ 
dirt^cted  by  every  pn^cept ;  whose  arc  the  promises,  and  to  whom  belong  tU 
precious  privilegi?j*.  "When  we  are  enabled  thus  to  realize  and  appropnw 
the  Cf>nteiits  of  that  invaluable  book,  then  we  shall  taste  the  sweetneea,  ut[ 
feel  the  ix»wer  of  the  Si»riptures.  Tlien  we  shall  know,  by  happy  czperioHilf 
that  our  divine  Master  s  words  are  not  barely  sounds  and  syllables,  but  "Ik^ 
are  spirit,  an<l  they  arc  life,"  John  vi.  63.  • 

I  was  still  more  a«;reeably  entertained  with  your  picture  of  commerce,  arf 
of  the  advaiita;;es  we  n»ceive  from  navigation.  One  advantage,  howcvei;  I 
can  .sjuHMfv,  wliirh  is  ;^'re:iter  than  any,  greater  than  all  you  have  celehraled^ 
an  advantir^e,  whieli  will  endear  and  ennoble  navigation,  so  long  as  the  s^ 
and  moon  emliire.  'Hie  go^^pel,  my  dear  friend,  the  glorious  gospel,  cameti 
our  island  t1in)Ui;li  this  ebannel.  Tlio  volume  that  compriiiK:^  it,  and  tU 
j)reaeher  that  ]>iiMished  it,  both  were  imported  by  shipping.  And  may^ 
not  say,  with  the  enraptured  Isaiah,  *'*'  llow  l>eantiful  arc  the  feet  of  thi^ 
that  bring  good  tidings,  that  publish  ]X'aee,  that  bring  good  tidings  of  goe^j 
that  ])ulilish  salvation,  that  say  unto  Zion,  Tliy  God  reigneth  ?"  Isa.  IiuTt 
It  is  pleasant  to  hear  their  voice,  pleassmt  to  contemplate  their  mesngi^ 
and  i)Ieasant  even  to  behold  the  ground  on  whieli  they  trod,  or  the  vojf 
waves  over  \vliitli  they  sjuUmI.  This  nia<le  the  holy  pro]diet  rejoice  iij 
spirit,  wlun  he  foresaw  the  extensive  spread  of  his  Msistcrs  glory,  and  Iki 
certain  eomnit  iicciiifnt  of  our  ha])])inoss.  This  ]>ut  into  his  mouth  that  aflvB*! 
tionate  and  eonixratuhitory  a«hlress,  whieh,  in  a  vt»ry  ])artieular  manner,  iij 
direeted  to  us  and  our  e«»uiitrvmen  :  '*  Sing  unto  the  I^ord  a  new  si»ng,  ni; 
his  praise*  from  tlie  ends  of  the  earth  ;  ye  that  go  down  to  the  sea,  andiH 
that  is  therfiu  ;  yo  isles,  and  the  inhahit;mtij  tliereof.  Ix't  the  wihlemcsBiii 
the  eitit's  thereof  lift  u])  th(»ir  vnir(» ;  h-t  the  inhabitants  of  the  rock  sing,kl 
them  shout  from  the  top  <»f  the  mountains!  I^'t  them  give  glon'  untothl| 
Lord,  and  d«vlare  his  praise  in  the  islands!"  Isa.  xlii.  1()— 12. 

AVe  read  iu  Iv/.ekiel,  of  the  most  magnificent  fUrt  that  ever  ploughed  Al 
seas.  The  masts  wcTe  of  eedar,  Kzek.  xxvii.  ;"),  &e.  and  the  lx*nches  of  ivoif. ' 
Fine  linen,  beautified  with  emhroiilerv,  floated  to  the  winds,  and  formed  tks 
sails,  niue  and  ])urple  rijiGfed  the  v(»sseK  and  clothed  the  meanest  marina 
J-et  us  supjxjse,  that  the  freight  of  this  sjdendid  navy  was  pro})ortionod  ii 
value  to  its  sumptuous  taekliug.  Yet  how  j>oor,  how  despicable  were  iithdi 
wen'  both,  if  estimated  with  the  treasures  of  the  gos]>el  ;  those  divine  treasiini 
whieh  sprin;;  fmm  the  inij)utati<m  of  our  Redwmers  righteousni^  aMi 
whieh  have  mucli  the  same  kindly  influence  on  n'litjious  praetice,  as  naipigt- 
tion,  with  all  lier  im]>roveuu'nts,  has  uj)oii  traflie  !  Give  me  leave  to  confilB 
this  assertion,  by  selecting  a  fi*w  instances,  and  aj>plying  them  in  afowii- 
tirrrogatorie**.  '•'^^ 

One  of  the  benefits  proceeding  from  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteous- 
ucs:*,  18  piirdon  :    pardon^  uot  partiaA,  W\.  co\\\\Att\Ai  \  ^  \iQtx<i«ci\N.  v>C  vj-arIv  «i 
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ercr  so  heinous ;  a  pardon  of  all  sins,  be  tbcj  ever  so  numerous.  For 
saith  God  ilie  Lord,  who  sent  botli  his  prophets  and  apostles,  preaching 
3  by  "  Jesus  Christ,  I  will  pardon  all  their  iniquities,  whereby  they  have 
!d,  and  whereby  they  have  transgressed  against  nie,"  Jcr.  xxxiii.  8.  To 
L  the  desirable  nature  of  this  blessing,  let  us  step  back  into  the  annals  of 
ry,  and  attend  a  traitorous  unhappy  nobleman  to  his  vindictive  exit. 
body  is  demanded  by  the  ministers  of  justice.  Reluctant  and  trem- 
:  he  is  conducted  to  tlic  scafibld.  There  the  alarmed  criminal  sees  the 
ning  block,  sees  the  glittering  axe,  sees  the  coffin  prepared  for  his 
e,  sees  thousands  of  anxious  spectators,  waiting,  with  eager  looks 
throbbing  hearts,  the  fearful  catastrophe.  In  a  word,  he  sees  death 
ocing,  with    all   the   solemnities  of  horror  and  woe.      Time  elapses. 

preparatory    ceremonies    are    despatched.      Tlie    fatal     moment    is 
&d.     No  longer  respite  can  be  allowed.     Ho  must  submit  to  imme-> 

execution.  Accordingly  he  prostrates  himself  to  receive  tlie 
e  ;  but,  seized  with  new  terrors  at  the  poised  axe  and  approaching  blow, 
»irts  from  the  dangerous  posture.  Again  he  bends,  and  again  snatches 
Bck  from  the  impending  edge.  A  third  time  he  lifts  his  pale  counten- 
to  the  pitying  crowds  and  departing  light.  Onco  more  he  bows  to  the 
:,  and  once  more  raise's  his  head,  in  wishful  expectation  of  the  royal 
ency.  Had  a  messenger  appeared  at  the  i 
ipon  his  tongue,  and  a  scaled  pardon  in  1 
lews  !  inexpressibly  welcome  the  favour  !- 
ite  desires,  denied  to  the  importunate  soHci 
cd  to  us  in  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  a  pardaJi  of  infinitely  higher  conse- 
ico,  which  obliterates  millions  and  millions  of  rebellious  acts;  which 
ads  its  blessed  eifects,  not  merely  through  the  little  ppan  of  life,  but 
md  the  gates  of  the  grave — beyond  the  boundaries  of  time — through  all 
iges  of  eternity. 

ow  unfathomable  is  that  immense  flood  on  which  my  Tlieron  lately  exer- 
l  his  contemplation !  The  toiling  plummets,  with  all  their  length  of 
agt<,  are  unable  to  find  a  bottom.  Were  the  hugcst  millstones,  or  the 
lest  towers,  or  the  most  spacious  cities,  east  into  that  prodigious  gulf, 
'  would  be  totally  overwhelmed,  and  irrecoverably  lost.  Therefore  the 
ired  prnphct,  to  show  the  boundless  extent  of  the  divine  mercies  in  Jesus 
ist,  and  to  denote  the  fulness  of  their  pardon  who  are  cleansed  in  the 
iccmer's  blood,  hath  illustrated  both  by  this  grand  similitude :  "  Tliou 
;  cast  all  their  sins  into  the  depths  of  the  sea,"  Mic.  vii.  19  ;  not  one,  or  a 
,  but  all  their  sins  ;  not  barely  behind  thy  back,  but  into  the  sea ;  and 
into  the  shallow  parts,  but  in  the  very  dej>ths  of  the  ocean ;  so  that  they 
llnever  rise  up  in  judgment — never  be  taken  notice  of,  no,  nor  ever  bo 
icmbcred  any  more. 

kVitli  an  act  of  total  iudcnmity,  let  us  join  a  thorough  restoration  to  favour, 
tlic  wrath  of  an  earthly  king  be  as  '••  the  roaring  of  a  lion,"  Prov.  xix.  12, 
ff  much  more  tremendous  is  his  indignation  who  is  able  to  cast  both  body 
I  soul  into  hell !  If  the  favour  of  an  earthly  sovereign  be  "  as  dew  upon 
!  grass,"  how  much  more  desirable  and  delightful  his  loving-kindness,  i 
loin  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  obey  I  By  the  righteousness  of  Jesus 
irist,  we  are  freed  from  all  foreboding  apprehensions  of  the  former,  and 
■hbkd  IB  the  cowfortahlo  possession  of  the  laitct.  T\vi  ^ow^\  \^Xtfi:v% 
^  that  joyful  proclamation  of  the  an«iolk  \iOsl,  *'"  Ye^e^i  v>\v  ^^^tJOft.. 
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and  goodwill  to  nioii."  Luke  ii.  14.  Ood  is  not  only  pacified  towiife 
Ik'Iicvcix,  lull  well  i)U*a')i*d  with  tlicni  in  Lis  dear  8on.  TLcy  are  the  objedi 
of  hid  coniphu'LMitial  di>li(;ht,  and  lie  rejoicM  over  them  to  do  them  good. 

Nay,  they  are  niado  children,  ^^  Kons  and  dau^htora  of  tlic  Lord  Akni^^ili^ 
2  Cor.  vi.  18  ;  ^*  nnd  if  song,  then  heirs  of  Go(l,  and  joint  heirs  with  Cluri4^* 
Rom.  viii.  17*     Tlio  chief  captain  mentioned  in  the  Acti?,  purchased  his  fie»- 
dom  of  the  inijKTial  city  Home  witli  a  great  mini  of  money.  Acts  xxii.  28.  H 
such   a  little   traii:^iciit  iiuniunity  was  so  valiiahle  in  his  esteem,  who  cm 
exprerts  tlie  worth,  who  can  conceive  the  di;niity,  of  this  divine  adoptioal 
Yet  it  belongs  to  those  who  receive  the  gos])el,  and  are  interL-sted  in  Chiiik, 
They  have  access  to  the  Oniiii}>«)tent  lieing,  such  free  and  welcome  aeoeasii 
a  Ih'IovihI  child  to  an  intlu1«r^'nt  father.     To  him  they  may  fly  for  aid  in  cfoy 
diflieulty  ;  and  from  him  nbtain  a  supply  in  all  their  wants.     God,  aa  tb 
sacrtnl  charter  runs^   ^'  is  their  God."     AH  Iiis  lovely,  all  his  adorable  perb»' 
tunwy  are  their  glorious  inheritance,  and  exceeding  great  reward.     Tliat  ct» 
nal  power,  to  which  nothing  is  impossible,  exerts  itself  as  their  guard;  ui 
that  uiierrin<r  wisdom,  fnun  which  nothing  is  cond'aled,  acts  as  their  gnidB^ 
His  very  justice  is  no  h»npT  an  incensed  adversary,  demanding  vengeance  it 
meditating  destruction  ;  but  a  faithful  guarantee,  to  provide  for  the  panctvi 
execution  of  the  Redeemer's  treaty,  and  their  complete  enjoyment  of  ill 
various  blessinp:s.     What  a  ])riviU'ge  is  this  !     Hather,  what  a  clusti'r  of  pd-l 
vih'ges  is  hero  !    AVeigh  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  ;    cast  all   thegluricill 
them  into  the  scale ;  and  they  will  be  found,  when  compareii  with  then 
divine  ])rerogatives,  emptier  than  the  bubble  that  bursts,  lighter  than  thi 
spark  that  expires. 

Ill  the  gospel  are  given  exci^eding  gnat  and  ])n'cious  promises:  of  soA 
value,   that   tln-y  wrn*  procured  by  the  blood  of  Christ ;  of  such  certiintr, 
thattiiey  are  ratifiid  by  the  oath  of  Jehovah,   lleb.  vi.  IJ.     So  durable, tliit! 
though  **all  llrsli  i>  grass,  and  all  the  goodliness  thereof  as  the  flower  of  tbj 
grass,  this  word  of  our  (Jul  abideth  for  ever."  1  Pet.   i.  2ii ;  so  efiicacioai,1 
that  there  are  no  such  eurdials  t<»  revive  our  fainting,  and  iu>  such  bulwaiii 
to  secure  our  endangered  s«)uls.     With  thest*  the  Bible  is  as  richly  repleni^M 
as  the  clear  midnight  sky  is  lKS]»an;:led  with  staw.     They  "  are  all  ycaaad 
amen,"  eoiiHgned  over  as  a  sure  unalienable  portion,  "to  them  that  areii 
Jesus  dirist,"  "2  Cor.  i.  L>0. 

Another  benefit,  given  in  coiise«pii'nee  of  the  lledeciner's  right^^ou.'mcsa,  ii 
the  sanctifying  S|)irit.  A  most  comprehensive  blessing  this  !  Our  Saviov 
intimates,  that  it  includes  every  heavenly  gift,  is  an  assemblage  of  all  good 
things  ^.  How  singular  a  comfort  must  it  be  to  blind  Hartimeus  to  have 
his  eyes  o])cned,  and  behold  the  all-eheeriiig  light  of  the  sun !  Mark  x.  53. 
So,  ami  far  more  comfortable,  are  the  eiili;'hteiiin2  influences  of  the  blessed 
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Spirit,  when  they  sliiiii'  upon  the  wretehcHl  creature  who  sits  in  darkiiesti  aiuL 
the  shadow  of  death.  How  peculiar  a  nuTey  for  the  impure  and  abhoRcdL 
leper,  to  be  heale«l  of  his  inveterate  disere-c !  to  fi»el  the  siKithing  sensationa 
of  ease,  where  sores  raukkMl  aiul  pain  raged  !  Instead  of  enfeebling  languorfl 
and  loathsome  deformity,  vigour  braces  his  limbs,  and  comeliness  blooms  in 
his  countenance,  IVIatt.  viii.  IJ.  Kqually  benign,  and  cipially  salubrious,  ia 
the  agency  of  the  divine  Spirit  on  our  dej)raved,  ])ollute<l,  sensual  luintLS' 
How  signal  was  the  recovery,  and  how  wcrlcoine  the  change,  when  that  im- 
happy  creature,  so  wildly  i\«^italvd\w  ;v  \\\\Y^\\\vi\'\>vu&vW\vk»\\.v;a6  reinstated  is 
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iiie  l)eaceful  possc^ssion  of  hiinsdf  and  liis  faculties  !  when,  instead  of  unnatur- 
ally cutting  his  own  flesh,  or  committing  barbarous  outrages  on  iimocent 
fMkvelleiB,  ho  sat  composed  and  attentive  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  Mark  v.  J  5. 
iying  heavenly  instruction  from  bis  lips,  and  learning  the  meekness />f 
from  his  example.     So  salutary  and  beneficial  is  the  transforming 

Kwer  of  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Comforter ;  softening  the  rugged,  sweetening 
B   morose,   and  calming  the  ])assionate  temper.     It  is  undoubtedly  the 
improvement,  and  the  highest  happiness  of  our  nature,  to  have  the 
of  the  blessed  God  reinstamped  on  our  hearts.     Tliis  is  an  earnest, 
anticipation  also,  of  endless  felicity ;  a  bud  which  will  open  in  heaven, 
spread  into  immortal  glory ;  a  dawn  which  will  shine  more  and  more, 
fSSk  the  Snn  of  Righteousness  arises,  and  brightens  it  into  everlasting  day. 
^        bud  the  sanctifying  Spirit  ingrafts,  this  dawn  the  grace  of  our  Lord 

Christ  diffuses,  in  the  barren  and  benighted  soul. 
S^  In  a  word,  receive  this  righteousness,  and  you  have  a  title  to  all  blessings, 
jpihofth^'  they  be  present  or  future,  bodily  or  spiritual,  temporal  or  eternal. 
the  necessary  conveniencies  of  bread  to  eat  and  raiment  to  put  on,  oven 
the  crowns  of  glory  and  the  fulness  of  joy,  all,  all  are  owing  to  our 
ter^s  righteousness.  You  see  now,  Theron,  that  our  scheme  has  no 
to  impoverish  your  spiritual  condition,  or  diminish  your  true  riches, 
more  than  those  tracts  of  water  which  surroimd  our  island  are  detrimental 
the  wealth  of  its  inhabitants.  Detrimental !  No  ;  they  arc  an  incxhaus- 
sourcc  of  treasure.  They  convey  to  our  use  the  choicest  accommodations 
tho  most  elegant  delights ;  such  as  would  in  vain  be  expected,  if  the 
^iikolc  ocean  was  converted  into  the  finest  meads  and  most  fertile  pastures. 
•but  to  apply  this  comparison,  would  forestal  your  principal  question. 
"  Do  not  these  favours,  though  unspeakably  precious  in  themselves,  lend 
the  introduction  or  support  of  imgodliness?" — Quite  tho  reverse.  Have 
redemption  through  our  Saxdour  s  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  our  sins  ? 
^e  are  redeemed,  not  that  we  may  sink  in  supineness,  or  launch  into  licen- 
less,  but  that  we  may  be  a  "  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works," 
ii.  14.  Are  we  made  the  children  of  God  ?  Tlien  "  let  our  light  so 
before  men,  that  others,  seeing  our  good  works,  may  glorify  our  Father 
is  in  heaven,"  Matt.  v.  16.  Tliis  is  the  genuine  consequence  of  such 
doctrine,  and  the  proper  effect  of  such  a  benefit.  Are  we  vested  with 
.'IMied  privileges?  These  admonish  us,  these  urge  us  to  walk  worthy  of  him 
'*^who  hath  (^ed  us  to  his  kingdom  and  glory,"  1  Thess.  ii.  12.  Shall  tho 
ibaens  of  heaven  be  animated  with  no  liigher  views  than  the  slaves  of 
-■ppetite  and  dnidges  of  the  world  ?  Are  we  constituted  heirs  of  the  promises  ? 
The  grace  which  they  ascertain  is  intended  to  make  us  partakers  of  a  divine 
■tee,  2  Pet.  i.  4 ;  and  the  encouragement  which  they  administer  incites  us 
to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthiness  of  fiesli  and  spirit,  incites  us  to  perfect 
Uiaeasinthe  fear  of  God,  2  Cor.  vii.  1.  Such  high  immunities  are  a  most 
•fatting  persuasive,  not  to  disgrace,  but  magnify — not  to  provoke,  but 
f^Mo    their  unspeakably  beneficent  Author. 

I  might  ferther  obsenx,  that  holiness  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  bless- 
higt  in  our  system ;  nay,  is  the  very  central  blessing,  to  which  all  the  others 
^upiin  which  they  all  terminate.     "Were  we  chosen  from  eternity?     I* 
WM  for  this  purpose,  that  wo  may  ^^  bo  holy  and  unblamable  in  love^"  £pb 
i  4   Jjv  wo  called  in  time  ?    It  is  to  this  intcirt,  t\\at  vfo  mtst^  ''*' A\e«  V»' 
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llic  jiraw's  of  liiin  who  liath  culled  ua  out  of  dorkncsa  into  his  m&r 
light,"  1  I'l't.  ii.  y.  Are  we  "  created  again  in  ChriBt  Jcaus !"  It 
cu]>ac:itate  us  for  ncccjitable  service,  and  to  fiirnish  wa  unto  every  good 
Epti.  ii.  10.  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  eaitU  the  Lord.' 
wlmt  cndV  "Thitt  yc  may  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  keep  my  jndg 
and  do  them,"  Ezuk.  xxxvi.  27-  Hero  comes  in  my  Thoron's  fa' 
endowment — aiociTc  oliedience.  Far,  very  for  from  dlHcaiding 
ubeiliunce,  we  wouKl  only  introduce  it  undt'r  its  due  character,  and  in  its 
order.  Undi-r  iU  due  character  ;  a^  the  fruit,  not  the  caut«c,  of  our  i 
in  OiristV  righteun^^neio ;  in  it^j  due  order  ;  as  fulloniog,  not  prcccd! 
gift  of  justification. 

Thesu  privilegi'H,  my  dear  frinid,  are  salutary  as  the  pool  of  Bel 
John  V.  4.  Thoy  are  restorative  aH  tlic  waters  of  Siloani,  John  ix, 
like  tliat  «icrcd  wtr.'ain  flowing  from  the  sauctaary,  which  heated  the 
heak'd  tlie  »<yii,  and  made  even  the  desert  flourish,  Ezck.  xlvii.  8,  9.  It 
fieation  by  the  ri<rhteousness  of  C1irit>t  had  a  tendency  to  suhvcrt  tlie  f 
tion  of  holineu?',  to  eoufinii  the  hypocritical  profesaor  in  his  neglect  of 
duties,  or  dincounige  the  sincere  convert  from  the  pursuit  of  real  ifirl 
would,  doiihtlcsa,  be  unworthy  of  any  acceptation,  or  rather,  wor 
uni  verbal  abhorrence.  But  I  dare  appeal,  not  only  to  tho  nature  of  the  d 
and  the  reason  of  thtng^>,  but  to  the  experience  of  all ;  yes,  of  all  who 
tast.'d  that  the  Liinl  i'*  gracious,"  1    Pet.   ii.  3.     "  Spt-ak,  }■<.■  who  are  e 
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pnngcnt  thorns ;  he  went  loodcil  with  the  execrable  cross,  and  marking  the 
way  with  his  precious  blood ;  thus  ho  went  to  liis  ignominious  and  torment- 
ing exit,  that  we  may  enter  into  Zion  with  songs  of  triumph  on  our  lips,  and 
with  everlasting  joy  on  our  heads.  Docs  this  invite  us  to  go,  crowned  with 
rosc>!)uds,  to  the  house  of  riot ;  or  go,  muffled  in  disguise,  to  the  midnight 
revel  ?  Will  it  not  rather  incline  us  to  sit  down  at  his  picrc<^d  feet,  and 
bathe  them  with  our  tears,  and  take  delight^  in  mourning  for  our  crucified 
Lord  ? 

Behold !  he  hangs  on  the  cursed  tree.     Tliere,  tliere  he  hangs  ;  rent  with 
wounds,  and  racked  with  pain.     He  pours  his  groans,  and  spills  his  blood. 
He  bows  his  head,  his  patient  princely  head,  and  dies-<-astonishing,  ravish- 
ing consideration  !  he  dies  for  you  and  me.     And  will  this  harden  our  hearts, 
or  arm  our  hands,  to  crucify  liim  afresh  by  any  allowed  iniquity  ?     Does 
not  reason  suggest,  and  Christianity  dictate,  and  all  that  is  ingenuous  enforce, 
the  appstle's  important  inference  ?     "  If  one  died  for  all,  then  they  which 
live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for 
them,"  2  Cor.  v,  15,  16. 

lie  thought  upon  us  long  before  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid ; 
he  remembers  us,  now  he  is  exalted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  in  the 
heavens  ;  and  will  never,  never  forget  us,  through  all  the  revolutions  of  etcr- 
ftity.  And  is  this  a  motive  to  forget  his  name,  to  disregard  his  word,  or  to 
imitate  the  shameful  neutrality  and  indifferenee  of  Gallio  ?  Iniprcssetl  with 
a  sense  of  this  invariable  and  everlasting  kindness,  surely  we  shall  declare 
ourselves  as  those  captives  in  Babylon  concerning  their  dear  native  city 
Jcnisalem  :  "  If  I  forget  thee,"  O  blessed  Jesus,  "  let  my  right  hand  for- 
get her  cunning ;  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave  to  the 
roof  of  my  mouth,"  Psal.  cxxxvii.  5,  6. 

Remember  thee ! 

Ay,  my  dear  Lord,  while  memory  holds  a  seat 

In  this  devoted  breast— Remember  thee! 

Yes,  from  the  table  of  my  memory 

r\\  wipe  away  all  trivial  fond  records, 

Which  youth  and  observation  copied  there, 

And  thy  remembrance  all  alone  shall  live 

Within  the  book  and  volume  of  my  brain. — SnAKsPRARR. 

Is  it  possible,  Theron,  for  the  contemplation  of  such  goodness,  to  weaken 
tbe  motives,  or  relax  the  springs  of  obedience  ?     As  soon  may  lenient  balms 
kill,  and  rankest  poisons  cure.     Is  such   a  belief  calculated  to  discourage 
duty  and   patronise  licentiousness !     Just  as  much  as  vernal  showers  are 
fitted  to  cleave  the  earth  with  chinks,  or  summer  suns  to  glaze  the  waters 
with  ice.     When  Antony  made  an  oration  to  the  soldiers  on  occasion  of 
Ca?sar*s  death  ;  when  he  showed  them  their  honoured  master's  robe,  trans- 
fixed with  so  many  daggers ;  when  he  reminded  them  of  the  >*ictories  they 
had  won  under  their  assassinated  commander ;    when  he  farther  informed 
them,  that  their  murdered  general  had  remembered  them  in  his  will,  had 
bequeathed  all  his  fine  gardens  and  beautiful  walks  to  their  use  and  delight ; 
— ^lieavens  !  how  they  took  fire  !     Revenge  sparkled  in  their  eyes ;  revenge 

*  The  sorrow  arising  from  such  tender  and  grateful  views  of  the  crucified  Jesus,  is  that 
^^ftngelical  godly  sorrow,  which  '*  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation,  not  to  be  repented 
'^f',**  2  Cor.  Tii.  10.  And  is  there  not  reason, — when  we  consider  .the  pains  Ihe  felt,  tie 
^^rse  be  bore,  and  the  blood  he  shed, — is  there  not  abundant  reason  to  say,  with  Homer*t 
*fil  ictod  hero,  Ttrmfwm^ur^m  yft9  ?   Iliads  T. 
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flamed  in  tlieir  bosoms;  revenge  wmi  all  their  cry.  They  flew  to  the  b 
«f  the  conspirators  ;  laid  them  even  with  the  ground  ;  and,  hail  they  nwt  die 
OWneiH,  would  Iiave  torn  them  limb  from  limb.  Some  such  reacntmsnt 
against  tan  will  a  sense  of  our  adored  Redeemer's  sufil^iiigs  excite;  e^pedilly 
when  set  home  by  his  blessed  Spirit,  and  eonaidorcd  in  connexion  with  ttiw 
detestable  iniquities  which  oaiiscd  them,  itnd  witli  those  inv^uablo  Um^ 
ings  which  were  procured  by  them.  Nothing',  nothing  is  so  effijctmj 
to  beget  the  most  irrecuncileiible  abh<irrenec  of  all  ungodliness,  to  moke  the 
lemembrancu  of  it  bitter  aa  wormwood,  the  temptations  to  it  honibb 
OS  hell. 

Let  me  remind  ynu  of  nn  incident  related  by  your  favoiuite  t 
Xcnophon.     Cynis  had  taken  captive  the  young  prince  of  Aimenia,  it 
with  his  beautiful  and  blooming  princess,  wliom  be  hod  lately  n 
whom  he  was  passionately  feml.     liVhen  both  were  brought  to  the  I 
Cyrus  asked  the  prince,  wliat  be  would  give  to  be  reinstated  in  hi^ki 
dom  ?     lie  answered,  with  an  air  of  indifference,  "  That  as  for  his  ctr~ 
and  bis  own  liberty,  he  valued  them  at  a  very  low  rate :  but,  if  Cynu  i> 
restore  his  beloved  princess  to  her  native  dignity  and  hereditary  p 
he  should  infinitely  rejoice  ;  and  would  pay,  (tliis  he  uttered  v  '" 
and  ardour,)  would  willingly  pay  bis  life  for  the  purchase."     Cou1d&__ 
dectaratiun,  so  highly  endearing,  alienate  the  affections  of  the  pTUioeHiAi 
induce  her  to  ri.ilate  her  fidelity  ?      Let  her  own  conduct  a 
^V'licu  111!  tlie  prinencrs  were  dismissed  with  freedom,  it  if  impossible  ti 
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ir  obedience*"  Other  motives  may  produce  external  services,  or  hypocri- 
:al  performances ;  terrors  may  extort  the  dmdgery  of  the  hand,  bribes  m  y 
nchase  tho  adulation  of  the  tongne ;  but  tliis  copciliates  the  will,  this 
roseljrtes  the  affections,  this  captivates  the  soul,  and  makes  all  its  powers 
like  the  chariots  of  Aniinadab,"  Cant.  \i.  12,  ready,  expedite,  and  active  in 

Hear  the  holy  apostle  giving  an  account  of  himself  and  his  spiritual  state, 
le  speaks  in  language  somewhat  similar,  though  greatly  superior,  to  tho 
irofession  of  the  Armenian  princess  :  "■  So  great  is  the  glorj",  so  rich  ih  tho 
riacc,  so  superabundant  are  the  merits  of  my  Redeemer,  that  I  am  deter- 
nined  to  know  nothing  but  Christ  Jesus,  and  him  cnicified,"  1  Cor.  ii.  2. 
&8k  the  same  zealous  apostle,  what  prompted  him  to  such  indefatigable 
liligcnce,  and  animated  him  with  such  invincible  fortitude  ?  Why  did  he 
ieeline  no  toil,  and  dread  no  danger ;  rejoice  in  tribulation,  and  glory  in 
reproach  *  ;  welcome  persecution,  and  defy  death  ?  This  is  his  reply,  "  The 
love  of  Christ  constraineth  me ;  beareth  me  on,  with  much  the  same  strong, 
steady,  prevailing  influence,  which  winds  and  tide  exert  when  they  waft  tho 
veseel  to  its  destined  harbour." 

Shall  we  hear  what  another  disciple,  one  of  the  most  advanced  proficients 
In  divine  love,  says  upon  the  subject  ?  one  who  learned  his  knowledge,  not 
in  tbc  school  of  phihisophy,  but  on  his  Saviour's  bosom  ?  '^  This  is  the  love 
of  God,  that  we  walk  after  his  commandments,"  2  John,  ver.  C.  This  is 
tlie  natural  fruit,  this  the  certain  evidence,  of  love  to  that  glorious,  transeen- 
ilcnt,  and  adorable  Being.  What  ?  Not  that  we  supinely  neglect,  much 
less  that  we  profanely  violate,  his  sacred  precepts  ;  but  that,  with  assiduity 
md  delight,  we  make  them  the  rule  of  our  conduct.  "Charity  cdifieth," 
I  Cor.  viii.  1  ;  this  divine  love,  far  from  razing  the  foundations,  far  from 
iiwolishing  the  structure,  "  buildeth  up,"  (*Oi»co8o/i€i)  the  fair  fabric  of  uni- 
versal gwlliness. 

liCt  me  borrow  an  illustration  from  your  own  letter.  When  a  pebble  is 
ast  into  the  smooth  canal,  it  moves  the  centre  and  forms  a  circle.  The 
irst  creates  a  second,  tho  second  breaks  into  a  third  ;  they  continue  to 
nultiply  and  expand  themselves,  till  the  whole  surface  is  covered  with 
rircular  undulations.  Thus,  the  love  of  an  all-gracious  Redeemer,  when 
'  died  abroad  in  the  soul  by  the  Holy  Glia'^t,"  Rom.  v.  5.  will  diffuse  itself 
through  every  intellectual  faculty,  and  extend  to  every  species  of  duty,  till 
tlic  whole  heart  is  filled  with  the  image,  and  the  whole  behaviour  regulated 
hy  the  law  of  the  blessed  (io<l.  So  that  I  am  persuaded  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  truth  and  solidity,  as  every  one  must  acknowledge  there  is  a  peculiar 
^irit  and  beauty,  in  the  apostrophe  of  our  poet ; 

Talk  they  of  morals  ?     O  thou  bleeding  love ! 

Thou  maker  of  new  morals  to  mankind. 

The  grand  morality  is  love  of  Thee.— Night  Thoughts^  No.  iv. 

*  That  supreme  affpction  to  the  blessed  Jesus,  which  reigned  in  the  hearts  of  his  primi- 
*c  disciples,  could  never  have  been  so  emphatically  displayed  by  any  strokes  of  eloquence, 
'  by  their  own  cheerful  and  heroic  manner  of  expressing  themselves,  with  relation  to 
^ir  safTerings.     Far  from  regretting,  "  I  take  pleasure  (suys  the  apostle)  in  afflictions/ 
f^or.  xii.  10.     '' To  you,'*  adds  the  same  apostle,  "it  is  given  (j;^«f/*-^»j;  as  a  desirab 
■*vilege,  lo  suffer  for  the  adorable  Jesus,"  Phil.  i.  29.      St.  Luke,  recording  the  outragi 
knitted  on  two  disciples,  for  preaching  boldly  in  the  name  of  Christ,  uses  a  phrase  r 
^^■bly  gallant  and  spirited :  "  They  departed  from  the  council  rejoicing,  m  KatmH^mh^ 
'MM^fwfms,  ihMttbey  were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  shame/'  in  &o  ^ttk«T^\«  t^^  ^^Ttfsrt 
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f  You  mcntionc'l  tlie  lon^lstonp.  u  incMt  aigti.Jlj-  and  iumi  cxti-ti«n««l 
KTviceable  in  tliu  scnfaxing  Iiiisini'ss.  Sutti  is  fititli,  nu  effioaciuuit  in  pradM 
Cbriatianity.  Ttiis,  jierhiipe,  )'ou  Ibiok  a  ecflnty  (uid  ditfi-ctivc  prinniJ 
Tbe  property  of  showing  tliG  northern  purt  of  tlii^  world,  may  sncm  cqail 
mean  and  inconsiderable.  Bot  aa  tbc  one  is  tlie  very  soul  of  navigation. 
Other  is  the  very  lifi-  of  holiness.  It  is  somcwbiit  likn  t|je  rtnni?,  whtcb 
Babylonian  monarch  saw  in  his  dream,  "  cut  Crum  tlin  rock  without  hanJl 
Dan.  ii.  34 ;  which,  though  diepicable  to  liiinmn  appnaninco,  wm  mighty' 
tqwration ;  dL'stroycd  tho  Bupprb  statue ;  bt.>c»mi'  A  groat  mountain,  und  ~ 
Hbe  whole  earth.  ThuB  will  faith  exerrt  and  dilfiiw  its  kindly  yet  tniim| 
energy,  to  every  corruption,  that  It  may  be  subdued  ;  to  every  virtue,  All' 
xnay  be  cheriBhed. 

Fattb  is  a  real  persuasion,  that  the  blessed  Jeaua  has  abed  hin  blood  lor 
ktid  fiilfiUed  all  righteousness  in  my  ntcad;  tliat,  tbnnigh  lliia  great  atotita 
.  «ad  meritorious  obedience  bo  hag  purchnscd.  even  for  my  sinful  eonl.  ntfjt 
stiim  with  God,  sanctifying  grace,  and  every  spiritual  lile^ug*. 

When  the  Almiglity  sunk  the  cavitioa  of  tbe  ocean,  and  replenitlied  U 
4ritb  tlio  liquid  element,  he  provided  an  inexhaustible  source  of  moistvn 
llic  refreshment  of  every  animal,  and  the  nutriment  of  e^ery  regetaUn 
Uke  manner,  vvlierevcr  lie  works  this  true  faith,  be  plants  the  Mied  of  1 
vctsal  holiness,  and  provides  for  tbe  propagation  of  every  virtm-.  TbiiM 
niaeion  of  tbe  divine  good-wilt  overcomes  our  natural  rehietance.  and  ovnl 
«  fervent  desire  to  please  our  most  merciful  Father.  This  experimoc  of  I 
^imdant  grace  of  Christ  attracts  and  assimilates  the  soul ;  turaine  H  intit 
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8ach,  my  dear  Theron,  will  be  the  effects  of  faith.  Therefore  it  is  not  in 
un,  much  lesB  to  the  discouragement  of  real  virtue,  that  the  Scripture  lays 
icb  a  stress  upon  faith ;  so  frequently  urges  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
ith ;  represents  faith  as  the  principal  work  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and  the 
rcat  instrument  of  receiving  salvation:  because  it  is  a  sure,  a  sovereign 
leans  of  "purifying  the  heart,"  Acts  xv.  9,  and  never  fails  to  "work  by 
ncy"  Gal.  T.  6.  Was  faith,  as  some  people  are  apt  to  imagine,  like  a  candle 
ut  under  a  bushel,  or  like  the  lamps  which  bum  in  sepulchres ;  it  would 
lien  be  an  insignificant  labour  to  inculcate  it,  and  no  bettor  than  an  empty 
ioarish  of  words  to  celebrate  it.  But  nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  faitli 
I  a  vital,  an  operative,  a  victorious  principle. 

Christ  is  a  storehouse  of  all  good.  Whatever  is  necessary  to  remove  our 
[ttili,  whatever  is  expedient  for  renewing  our  nature,  whatever  is  proper  to  fit 
■  for  the  eternal  fruition  of  God,  all  this  is  laid  up  in  Christ ;  and  all  this  is 
weived  by  faith,  for  application,  use,  and  enjoyment.  Accordingly,  when 
iiocheus  believed,  he  commenced  a  new  man  ;  liis  bowels  yearned  with  com- 
Msnon  ;  the  rapacious  publican  became  a  friend  of  the  needy,  and  a  father  to 
ht  poor,  Luke  xix.  8.  AVhen  the  Macedonians  believed,  how  eminently  was 
hai  spirit  ennobled  and  their  practice  improved !  Though  pressed  with 
iflictions,  tlieir  souls  overflowed  with  joy ;  and,  even  in  the  deepest  poverty, 
key  signaliased  themselves  by  the  abundance  of  their  liberality*.  When  the 
bit  converts  believed,  the  change  in  their  behaviour  was  so  remarkable,  the 
idiness  of  their  lives  so  exonij)lary,  that  they  won  tlie  favour  and  commanded 
ho  TosiHuct  of  all  the  people.  Acts  ii.  4J,  In  short,  it  is  as  impossible  for  tho 
BD  to  be  in  his  meridian  sphere,  and  not  to  dissi])ato  darkness  or  diffuse 
ight,  as  fo"  faith  to  exist  in  the  soul,  and  not  to  exalt  the  temper  and  meli- 
nite the  conduct.  That  my  dear  Theron  may  be  established  in  faith,  may 
licrcase  in  faith,  may  abound  in  faith,  is  the  most  affectionate  wish  that 
lioaght  can  suggest,  or  friendship  adopt.  May  his  faith  therefore  be  esta- 
ilished  like  the  mountain  oaks,  increase  like  the  progressive  stream,  till  it 
iveads  and  abounds  like  the  overflowing  flood  ! 

I  intended  \o  have  closed  my  letter,  and  confirmed  my  point,  by  a  very 
Kmorablc  story.  But  however  your  patience  may  persevere,  my  time  fails, 
id  my  hand  is  weary.  The  next  post,  if  nothing  unexpected  intervenes, 
tail  bring  you  the  sequel.  May  it,  when  brought  to  my  friend,  be  as  "  a  nail 
atcned  in  a  sure  place,"  and  give  the  rivet  of  conviction  to  all  these  import- 
it  truths  !  In  the  meantime,  or  rather  at  all  times,  I  remain  cordially  and 
variably  yours,  Asi'Abio. 


Letter  XL — Aspasio  to  Theron. 

Dear  Theron, — Faith  in  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  a 
ndamental  principle  in  tlijit  invaluable  system  of  sacred  and  divine  philo- 
phy — the  gospel ;  by  which  the  heavenly  Teacher  is  continually  training  up 
illions  of  rational  and  immortal  creatures  for  the  true  perfection  of  their 
iture,  for  the  final  fruition  of  their  God  ;  or,  in  other  words,  for  a  state  of 
Dsummate  happiness  and  everlasting  exaltation.     In  this  school,  may  you 

•  2  Cor.  Tiii.  2.     Here  is,  eapccially  in  the  original,  as  fine  an  antithesis,  perhaps,  Mj 
sr  WM  penned. 

B  B 
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nii'l  I  be  liiin)ble  students  and  duly  pioficiento  I  Whilo  01 
or  •;litUTing  dlxtincti'iiis  and  sounding  titles,  may  it  be  01 
l^nnUxt  gliiry,  to  annwiT  the  cliaractur  of  beliovenl  By  this  c. 
nn\tKmv  Ijiml  distiiigiiieihi/s  liis  choeon  people,  &nd  domminkteB  the  heir 
Balvatiiiii.  Tliiu  cliarocti^T  stonda  fairest  in  the  book  of  life,  and  brigfata 
tliu  niiiials  cif  t'b-niity.  TliiB  character,  liowcvei  neglected  or  diaeatee 
aiiiiin^  nu-n,  w-ill  hv  rcnit'iiibcrod  and  had  in  honour  when  the  pompons  na 
of  HtntcBiiiiin  and  generalissimo  arc  known  no  more. 

A:i  fiiith  iti  of  BLK'h  Diu^Iai  and  cxtonuvc  efficacy  in  genuine  Chriatiaa 
metliinks  I  wmlil  havii  all  our  meditations  terminate  on  its  glorious  obj 
and  bu  cnlculiiteil  to  invigorutu  scf  beneficial  a  principle.  When  we  r^ea 
that  stupontlniis  act,  tho  creation  of  tlic  world  out  of  nothing ;  let  ua  lenk 
her,  it  wn:<  liis  aeC.  who  "  obtaiaod  eternal  redemption  for  us."  When 
poutL'iiiphito  that  iinmi'iisa  tlioatro  of  wonders,  the  heavi-ns  and  their  Aia 
litiati! ;  li-t  iM  not  furiji't  that  they  aro  all  his  works,  who  "  bronght  in  ei 
lasting  rightciiuMicss"  for  ua.  Do  we  turn  our  thoughts  to  tlio  ocean,  I 
spacious  and  luagniticent  canal  which  covers  more  than  half  the  globe  I 
was  formed  by  his  word,  and  is  obedient  to  his  will,  who  "  loved  Ds,  1 
washc<l  UM  from  our  si  ita  in  his  own  blood."  Do  we  take  a  view  of  tlie  «>: 
tliat  gran<l  nud  inexhaustible  magazine,  which  fumialica  such  a  muhiplk 
of  cimvi'iiieuL-cH  for  so  niany  millions  of  creatures  7  It  is  allliiepropo^,: 
wholly  at  his  (iLspoa.iI,  who  ''  emptied  himself  "  (cnntim  (ovror)  for  our  ■ 
and  "  h.ii)  ii'it  when-  to  lay  his  head,"  I'liil.  ii.  ^  :  for  thus  saith  the  iup 
|iIiiliis(iy)lnT,  thus  s;iith  the  oracle  of  revelation,  "AH  things  were  made 
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licnoe  shall  I  fetch  my  exemplification  ?   From  the  memoirs  of  the  indofati- 
ftblc  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.      Here  I  find  one,  most  concisely,  and  at  the 
imc  time  most  forcihly  displayed. 
•'  After  these  things  were  ended,"  says  the  sacn^d  historian,  "  Paul  pur- 
oeed  in  the  spirit,  when  he  had  passed  through  Macedonia  and  Achaia,  to 

0  to  Jerusalem,  saying,  After  I  have  been  there,  I  must  also  see  Rome,** 
Lets  xix.  21.  Wlio  can  observe,  and  not  admire,  this  plain  unambitious 
lanner  of  relating  a  series  of  labours,  the  most  signally  successful,  and  most 
ztensively  useful  ?  Nothing  in  human  conduct  ever  surpassed  the  greatness 
i  the  one,  and  perhaps  nothing  in  historical  composition  ever  equalled  tlie 
implicity  of  the  other. 

St.  Paul  had  already  reduced  Ephesus  and  Asia  to  the  obedience  of  Clirist. 
lehad  already  brought  Macedonia  and  Achaia  into  subjection  to  the  gospel. 
ie  had  long  ago  erected  the  standard,  and  spread  the  triumphs  of  Christianity 
a  the  regions  of  Arabia.  Yet,  as  if  he  had  hitherto  achieved  nothing,  he 
lends  his  forces  towards  Jerusalem.  Then  he  marks  out  Rome  for  the  seat 
if  his  spiritual  warfare.  After  this  he  fonns  the  same  beneficent  design  - 
qwn  Spain ;  including  in  his  comprehensiTe  plan  the  metropolis  and  the 
Mmndaries  *  of  the  known  world.  The  universe  is  but  just  large  enough  to 
le  the  scene  of  his  action ;  he  never  discontinues  the  charitable  campaign  but 
nth  the  last  breath  of  his  life  ;  and  he  q)eaks  of  this  unintermitted  course  of 
Bdnous  and  dangerous  services,  as  if  he  was  only  goinp^  to  make  a  friendly 
lint,  or  join  a  party  of  innocent  pleasure :  ^'  After  I  have  been  at  Jerusalem, 

1  nrast  also  see  Romet." 

Which  of  your  Alexanders,  which  of  your  Caesars,  which  of  all  the  heroes 
RDOwned  in  Grecian  or  Roman  story,  can  vie  with  the  zeal  and  magnanimity 
|f  this  poor  despised  tent-maker  ?  so  poor,  that  he  was  constrained  to  work 

Eii  his  own  hands  for  a  morsel  of  bread ;  so  despised,  that  he  was  frequently 
ted  as  the  ofl^'scouring  of  all  things.  Notwithstanding  all  these  discourage- 
aits,  what  did  he  not  attem])t,  what  did  he  not  accoini)Iish,  for  the  honour 
kis  Master  and  the  good  of  his  fellow-creatures  ?  He  embarks  in  a  shallop ; 
bbas  neither  shield  nor  spear;  yet  he  purposes  to  command  the  ocean,  and 
Itoquer  the  globe.  What  greatness  of  soul  was  here !  ho  expects  (Acts  xx. 
B)  nothing  but  poverty,  contempt,  and  death ;  yet  his  heart  is  big  with  the 
)tpca  of  enriching,  ennobling,  and  saving  ages  and  generations.  What  bene- 
Dknco  of  temi)er  was  this  !  Should  you  inquire  concerning  this  illustrious 
kampion  of  the  cross.  Who  wer(>  his  potent  auxiliaries  ?  None  but  the 
ivine  Spirit.  What  were  his  mighty  weapons  ?  Nothing  but  the  word  of 
liih  and  grace.  W^hence  procee<led  his  intrepid,  his  enU»rprising,  his  all- 
mqucring  resolution  !  Only  from  faith,  a  lively  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 
This,  I  think,  is  a  sufficient  confirmation  of  my  doetrin<\  Nevertheless,  I 
\xe  another  instance  to  produce  ;  one  that  was  exliihited  in  an  age  when  tho 
lorioos  object  of  our  faith  slione  with  dim  lustre  and  with  distant  beams ; 
et  it  may  justly  be  admired,  and  will  hardly  bo  eclips^^d,  by  the  most 
^lightened  among  the  Christian  saints.     To  keep  you  no  hmger  in  suspense, 

*  Spain  was  then  supposed  to  be  the  boundary  of  the  western,  as  the  Ganges  was 
ckoned  the  extremity  of  the  eastern  worhl : 

Omnibus  in  tcrris  quic  sunt  a  Gadibus  usque 
Auroramet  Ganf^en.  Jirv.  Sal.  x, 

f  I  am  quite  cbanned,  I  must  confes-s,  with  this  very  simple,  but  incomparably  gallant 
aaner  of  the  apostle's  speaking.  Far  beyond  all  the  pomp  cf  panegyric,  it  di^yla^a  the h.exo* 
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the  CISC  I  mean  is  tlmt  which  Moses  rcconl^  and  the  apostle  celebrates : 
fiiith  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up  Isaac  ;  and  he  that  liad  leed 
the  promises,  off'i^n-d  up  liis  only  begotten  son,"  Ileb.  xi.  J  7- 

As  this  is  eK)  siu;xiilar  an  example  of  the  efficacious  and  triumphant  o; 
tion  of  faith,  une([uallrd  in  any  nation  of  the  world  or  under  any  di^pi' 
of  religion,  you  will  give  me  leave  to  dwell  a  little  on  some  of  its  marv 
circumstances. 

Abraham  was  an  eminent  and  di^tinuuinhed  servant  of  the  mo^t  hi^di 
favourc<l  with  ]HH:uliar  manifestationn  of  the  divine  will,  and  dignified 
the  honourabh*  title  of  his  Mak(>r  s  friend,  2  Chn>n.  xx.  7  ;  ^sa.  xli.  B.     T( 
even  this  man  is  haras^ncd  with  a  long  succession  of -troubk^s  ;  and,  which 
reckoned  in  those  ages  the  most  deplorable  calamity,  "  pw*9  ehildlt^ss*." 

Long  he  waits,  worship]>ing  0(k1  with  the  most  patient  resignation, 
length  an  oracle  from  the  Lord  gives  him  hope,  gives  him.  assurance  of  a 
Joyfully  he  receives  the  pmmise,   and  rests  in  humble  expectation  of 
accomplishment.      Several  years  run  their  rounds,  but   no  pleasing  i 
prattles  in  his  arms,  or  is  dandled  ui>on  his  knees.     At  last  the  hand: 
becomes  ]>n'gnant.     But  what  a  disapjiointment  was  here  !      This  is  the 
of  the  Ixmd-woman,  not  of  the  free. 

How  afflicting  the  case  of  this  excellent  person  !  His  kinsfolk  and  acqnaiiil 
ancc  bl*c  their  olive-branches  flourishing  roiuid  about  their  t«ibKrs.  Even  hj 
ungodly  ni'ighbours  have  children  at  t1u*ir  desin*,  and  leave  the  residue  of 
substance  for  their  balx*s.  But  Abraham,  the  worshipper  of  the  Almighty, 
favourite  of  heaven  ;  thin  Abraham  is  <leAtitute  of  an  heir  to  support  his 
to  propagate  his  family,  and  inherit  tht^  blessing.  O  the  straits  to  which 
believer  is  s<»metinies  reduced  !  How  dm-s  a  sovereign  j>rovidenee  try 
faith,  as  it  were  in  a  funiacit  of  fire !  not  that  it  may  be  consumed, 
refined,  and  come  forth  with  augmented  lustre,  Vt  the  praise  of  cvcr-fai 
all-sufficient  grace. 

Cioil  is  pleased  to  renew  the  grant,  and  assure  him  more  explicitly 
Sarah  shall  have  a  son.  But  this  notice  conies  at  a  v(>r}'  late  period  in  li 
when  Sarah  ih  advan<*ed  in  years,  and  too  old,  according  to  the  course 
nature,  to  conceive.  However,  the  pious  patriarch  "staggers  not  th 
unlH'lief,  but  hopes  even  agsiinst  ho]>e,"  Kom.  iv.  18 — 2().  Is  it  improbabh 
is  it  difficult  ?  nay,  is  it  to  all  human  ap{>earance  impossible  ?  So  much  tll| 
fitter  for  the  exertion,  and  so  much  the  more  projKT  for  the  display  fli 
almighty  power.  * 

At  last  the  gift  so  eaniostly  desircHl  is  vouch saft'd.  Sarah  has  a  chi1d-H^ 
son — an  Isaac  ;  one  who  should  be  a  source  of  consolation  and  delight  to  \ai 
parents;  should  "fill  their  mouth  with  laughter +,  and  their  tongue  witll 
joy,"  Psal.  cxxvi.  2.  With  tondcT  (rare,  doubtless,  this  pleasant  plaut  ii 
reared.  Many  prayers  arc  put  up  for  his  long  life,  and  great  happiniss.  Tbe 
fond  parents  watch  over  him  as  over  the  apple  of  their  owTi  eye.  llieir  lifb 
is  bound  up  in  the  life  of  the  lad,  Oen.  xliv.  30.     He  grows  in  grace  as  be 

•  There  wns  mn  murb  gall  in  this  ralamity,  that  it  embittered  every  other  species  of  h^ 
pines;!.  ViHited  by  this  nftiirtion,  the  |)atri:ircli  seems  to  have  been  incapable  of  reliifhiitf 
any  other  comfort :  *' What  wilt  thou  ^'ivc  me,  seeinij^  I  f;o  chiltlless  ?  ^*  (ien.  xv.  2.  I 
would  entreat  the  reader  to  take  )>articular  noticr  of  this  circunivtance.  It  will  harethl 
flame  efffct  upon  the  represtfiitation  of  Abraham^  ol)eiIienre,  and  the  whole  series  of  hiL 
difficulties,  as  a  magniiyiniE:  glasfl  has  upon' the  objects  to  which  it  is  applied. 

t  This  1^  the  import  of  the  Hebrew  name  Isaac. 
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TOWS  in  statoie.  So  amiable  ia  his  temper,  and  bo  engaging  hia  Ldiavitnir, 
a  could  not  fail  of  endearing  him  even  to  a  stranger;  how  much  more  to 
acb  indulgent  paicnts,  aflcr  so  lung  a  state  of  barrenness,  and  so  many 
tzpectations  so  fto^uently  frustrated  ! 

Now,  melhinks,  wc  arc  ready  to  congratulate  the  happy  aire,  and  flatter 
nHBclvee  that  his  tribulations  have  an  end ;  that  the  storms  which  rufllcd 
he  noon  of  life  are  blown  over,  and  the  evening  of  hia  ago  is  becoming  calm 
ud  serene.  But  let  "not  him  that  girdeth  ou  his  harness  boast  himself  as 
be  that  puttoth  it  off,"  1  Kings  xx.  11.  Our  warfare  on  earth  is  never 
ucomplislicd  till  wo  Imw  our  head  and  give  up  tlie  ghost.  The  sharpest,  the 
■erercst  trial  is  still  behind.  Ood,  the  supreme  and  uncontrollable  Ood, 
demands  the  child.  It  is  the  n-ill  of  Heaven  that  he  make  bis  exit,  just  as 
lie  arrives  at  manhood.  "  'Wliere  now,  Abraham,  arc  all  thy  pleasing  pro- 
ipects  ?  How  often  didst  thou  say,  in  thy  fond  delighted  heart,  '  This  same 
Aail  comfort  us  concerning  our  trouble!'  Gen.  v.  2!l.  Many  have  Iieen  my 
AoiTOws ;  but  this  child  shall  dry  up  my  tears,  and  bring  me  to  my  grave  in 
)etco.  Alas !  this  lovely  flower  is  to  be  cut  down,  in  its  fairest,  fullest 
lloom.     All  thy  shining  hopes  arc  overcast  in  a  moment." 

"  Abraham  "  ! "  says  God. — Abraham  knows  the  voice.  It  is  the  voice 
of  condescending  goodni'ss.  He  had  often  heard  it  with  a  rapture  of  delight. 
—Instantly  he  replies,  "  Here  I  am.  Speak,  I.ord !  for  thy  senant  is  all 
'attention  ! "  ho]iing,  no  doubt,  to  receive  some  fresh  manifestation  of  the 
iEvine  good-will  to  himst-lf  and  his  fainily ;  or  some  new  discovery  of  tho 
Bethod  in  wliicb  the  divine  wisdom  wouhl  accomplish  tho  promiaea,  ''•  I  will 
Multiply  thy  seed :  I  will  make  thy  seed  as  the  dust  of  tho  eortli ;  and  in 
HBiy  seed  sliall  all  the  faniiliea  of  the  earth  he  blesse<l." 

"Take  thy  non,"  odds  Gud.     And  might  nut  Abraham  reasonably  expect, 

Alt,  since  his  son  was  advanced  to  years  of  maturity,  he  should  be  directed 

iow  to  settle  him  in  the  wurld  with  honour  and  advantage  ;   where  to  find  a 

fiituous  and  fruitful  partner  of  his  bed  !     He  is  conimaiided,  not  barely  to 

ikc  his  son,  but  his  only  son,  hia  son  iHaac,  whom  he  loved.     How  must 

bese  affecting  images  an-aken  all  that  soft  complacency,  and  all  that  tender 

fnmph,   which  are  knoi\Ti  only  to  tho  fondly  feeling  heart  of  a  parent  I 

but  not  such  an  introduction,  so  remarkably  endearing,  heighten  hia  expcc- 

Itipn  of  some  signal  mercy  to  be  conferred  on  the  beloved  youth  ;  and  would 

I  not  render  the  blessing  peculiarly  neceptable,  more  than  doubly  welcome  t 

Was  he  not  then  startled,  was  he  not  horribly  amazed,  when,  instead  of 

■Done   renewed  expression  of  tlic  divine   favour,   he   received   the  following 

Mdeis  ?     "  Take  now  thy  aon — thy  only  son — Isaac — whom  thou  lovest, — 

Ibd  get  thee  into  the  land  of  Jloriah,  and  offer  blni  there  for  a  bumt-oficring 

■pon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will  ti'll  thee  of,"  Gen.  xxii.  2. 

Was  ever  message  so  alarming  ?  each  word  more  piercing  to  parental  ears, 
ftiui  tlie  keenest  dagger  to  the  heart-     Bvcry  clause  brings  an  additional 

*  The  Hnteuce  witb  which  the  iespirrd  historian  introduces  tliia  aflccting  narrative  <• 
■■happilj  trinilnted  in  our  Bibles,  t^ln^M  ntt  nSJ,  "  God  did  tempt  AbrBham."  Thii 
ttpmaioa  cannot  but  nounil  harsh  to  those  ears  which  have  been  accustomed  to  understand, 
gy  UmpUr  and  tempting,  |iersoDB  utterly  odioud  and  practice"  extremely  fierDicioui. 
Wltena*  the  true  and  uatural  ligniflcaCiuu  of  the  ori^nal  is,  "  he  tried  or  eiplored."  God 
Mnaded  the  deptli.  and  meaaarcd  the  lieight  or  bis  servant's  faith,  in  order  to  erect  an 
>«cilBstiD2  niunuuient  of  the  victorious  efficac]r  of  this  sacred  principle,  and  eihibit  at, 
pattern  to  all  them  a-bo  nLould  here^ter  believe. 
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load  of  misery  ;  till  i\w  whole  command  swells  into  the  most  accamnlaiej 
and  ag^iTRivateil  wtie. 

**  Abraham,  take  thy  son."     Who  but  Abraham  could  have  forbom  lemoBi 


how  much  evil  he  hath  dune  to  thy  saints  at  Jenisak*m  ;  and  here  he 
authority  from  the  chief  prie»it.s  to  bind  all  that  call  upon  thy  name," 
ix.  13,  14.  Surt»,  it  can  never  l»e  safe  or  exj)edient  to  j^nnjent  myself  Tohni> 
tarily  before  him,  wiio  eann?  hither  breathing  out  threatenings  and  slaugbtsi 
against  nie  !  AVhat  is  this  but  to  court  danger,  and  run  with  open  eyes  hAi 
ruin  ?  Thus  Ananias :  and  witii  how  much  great<T  api>earance  of  rcasa|( 
might  Abniljani  have  n-plied, — *'ljurd,  shall  I  lose  my  child?  lose 
alma^t  as<  soon  as  1  liave  received  him  ?  Didst  thou  give  him  only  to 
lize  tliy  i4-Tvnnt  if  KruiemlKT,  gracious  God,  the  name  he  bears.  IIi 
shall  he  answer  its  cheering  import  ?  how  shall  he  be  a  source  of  sati 
to  his  ])ar.iit^i,  or  the  father  of  many  nations,  if  thou  takest  him  away  in 
uumarrie<l  stati*,  and  in  the  very  prime  of  his  year^  ? 

*^lf  sin  lies  at  tlio  dour,  let  me  expiate  the  guilt.     Let  thousands  of 
let  every  bullock  in  my  stalls  blee<l  at  thy  altar,     ^fy  wealth,  bk^ssed 
and  all  my  goods,  are  nothing  in  com]>arison  of  my  Isaac.     Command  me 
be  stri]>ped  of  my  pos-^essions ;  ctnnmandmc  to  roam  as  a  fugitive  and  &^igh 
Inind  in  the  earth,  nnd  I  will  magnify  thy  holy  name.     Only  let  my 
ray  dear  child,  be  spared.  . 

^^  Or,  if  nothing  will  a]>peaso  thy  indignation  but  human  blood,  let  nnn 
death  be  tlie  sacriliee.  Upon  me  be  the  vengeance.  I  am  old  and  gwH 
headed.  The  W-^t  of  my  diiys  are  past,  and  the  best  of  my  ser\"ices  dunfcJ 
If  this  tottering  wall  tumble?,  there  will  be  little  t»r  no  cause  for  regret.  Bat^ 
if  the  pillar  of  my  hou*«ii\  and  the  foundation  of  my  hopes, — if  he  be  snatcbol; 
from  me,  what  g«K)d  will  my  life  <lo  me?  "Oniy  son!  my  son!  wonU' 
(tod  1  might  clie  for  thee!"  2  i?am.  xviii.  ,'13. 

"If  it  must  be  a  blooming  youth,  in  the  flower  of  his  days,  be  pleased, 
most  merciful  (Sod,  to  sileet  tlie  vietim  from  some  fruitful  family.  TheiS-' 
arethos<>  who  abound  in  children.  (*hildrcn  are  multiplied  unto  them;  and, 
though  many  were  removed,  yet  would  their  table  be  full.  There  are  thon 
who  have  flocks  and  herds,  when  as  I  have  only  this  tme  little  lamb,  2  Saok 
xii.  3,  the  very  solace  of  my  soul,  and  the  stay  of  my  declining  yeais ;  and 
bliall  this  be  taken  away,  while  all  those  are  left  ? " 

Yes,  Abraham;  it  is  thy  son,  and  not  another's,  that  is  marki'd  for  the 
victim.  "What  distress,  ha<l  he  not  been  supported  by  faith,  what  exquiate 
distress  must  have  overwhelmed  this  afl*ectionate  parent !  How  could  be 
refrain  from  crying  out,  and  with  a  flood  of  tears, — "If  the  decree  cannot 
be  rcversi'd,  if  it  must  be  the  fruit  of  my  own  body,  Oh  !  that  Ishmael,  the 
son  of  the  handmaid  —  How  shall  I  speak  it  ?  my  heart  bleeds  at  the  thought; 
at  the  thought  even  of  his  exj)iring  agonies,  and  untinudy  death  !  But  aa 
for  Isaac,  the  son  of  my  beloved  si>ouse,  the  son  (►f  my  old  age,  the  crown  ol 
all  my  labours  ;  how,  how  .shall  I  survive  such  a  loss  i  The  blow  that  goes 
to  his  heart,  must  be  fatal  to  us  both. 

'*  Yet,  if  he  nuist  die,  and  there  is  no  remedy  ;  may  he  not  at  least  cx\WK 
hy  a  natural  dissolution?     May  uot  some  eomiuun  distemper  unloose  the 
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of  life,  and  lay  liim  down  gently  in  the  tonilr?     May  not  his  fond 
r  and  niyaelf  seal  his  closing  eyes,  and  soften  his  dying  pangs  by  our 
offices  ?  " 

Abraliam.  Tliy  son  must  bo  slaughtered  on  the  altar.  Ho  shall  have 
IT  bed  of  death  than  the  pile  of  hewn  wood  ;  no  other  winding-sheet 
[ii!4  own  clotted  gore.  The  sacrificing  knife,  and  not  any  common 
}y  sthall  bring  him  to  his  end.  And  think  not  io  satisfy  thy  sorrowing 
>S8,  by  paying  him  the  last  honours  of  a  decent  interment.  It  is  the 
will  that  he  be  cut  in  pieces,  consumed  to  ashes,  and  made  a  bumt- 
g ;  so  that  nothing  shall  remain  to  be  preserved  or  embalmed.  It 
lot  be  in  thy  power  to  soothe  thy  grief,  by  resorting  to  his  grave,  and 
ig  at  his  sepulchre,  and  saying,  "  Here  lie^  Isaac." 
lit  if  all  must  be  ex^utcd,  God  grant  these  eyes  may  never  behold  tho 
tragedy !  If  my  Isaac  must  be  bound  hand  and  foot  for  the  slaughter, 
mist  receive  the  steel  into  his  bosom,  and  welter  in  his  own  innocent 
heaven  forbid  that  I  uhould  behold  so  killing  a  spectacle  !" 
n  this  mitigation  cannot  be  granted.  Tliou  must  not  only  be  an  eye- 
is  of  his  agony,  but  bo  the  executioner  of  thy  Isaac.  Thy  hands  must 
i  deadly  weapon ;  thy  hands  must  point  it  to  tho  beloved  breast ; 
»wn  hands  must  urge  its  way  through  the  gushing  veins  and  shivering 
till  it  be  plunged  in  the  throbbing  heart.  Gud  will  not  permit  tho 
to  be  done  by  another.  Tlie  father,  the  father  must  be  the  butcher. 
ot  the  wretched  father  stunned  and  thunderstruck  ?  does  he  not  stand 
n  horror,  and  speechless  with  grief  ?  What  wonls  can  be  mournful 
I  to  express  his  sorrows  ?  Unheard  of,  shocking  affair  !  Nature 
at  the  very  thought !  How  then  can  the  best  of  fathers  perform  the 
How  shall  he  answer  it  to  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  the  mother  of  the 
youth?  How  can  he  justify  it  to  the  world?  Tliey  will  never  be 
lied  that  the  God  of  goodness  can  delight  in  cruelty,  or  authorise  so 
an  action.  Will  tlujy  not  take  up  a  taunting  proverb,  and  say  at 
turn,  "  There  goes  the  man,  the  monster  rather,  that  has  imbrued  his 
in  his  own  son's  blood !  This  is  he  that  ])retends  to  piety,  and  yet 
>e  so  savage  as  to  assassinate,  coolly  and  deliberately  assassinate,  an 
liild  !"  Might  not  thousands  of  such  reflections  crowd  into  his  thoughts, 
ck  his  very  soul  ? 

GimI  is  unchangeable.     Positive  is  his  word,  and  must  be  obeyed ; 

I  immediately  too.     Take  now  thy  son.     Tlie  Lord's  commandment 

•til  speed.     No  time  is  to  be  lost  in  bidding  adieu  to  his  relations,  or 

tless  supplications  for  revoking  the  doom.     Nay,  cheerfully,  as  well  as 

,ly,  must  this  command  be  fulfilled.       The  great  Jehovah  expects 

y   in  his   service. — Prodigious  trial  indeed!     Yet  not  too  great  for 

which  the  divine  Spirit  infuses,  and  the  divine  Spirit  sustains. 

patriarch  knew  full  well,  that  obedience  is  no  obedience,  unless  it  be 

r  and  cheerful.     Therefore  he  consults  not  with  flesh  and  blood.     IIo 

to  the  arguings  of  carnal  reason,  and  regards  not  the  yearnings  of 

al  affection.     Without  a  murmuring  word,  without  a  moment's  delay, 

forward  on  his  joumc?y ;  not  so  much  as  betraying  the  least  uneasi-^ 

)  alann  his  wife ;  nor  heaving  the  least  sigh,  to  surprise  his  attendant 

•anst   thou,  Abraham,  canst  thou  persist  in  thy  purpose?  can 

nuly  resolve,  can  thy  hand  steadily  execute,  this  inoxprcsssibly 
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task  ?     ^foKt  trinmpliant  faith  indoiKl !     Deservedly  art  tliou  atjled  ** 
father  (if  the  faithfiiV  Horn.  iv.  18.     Tlij  faith  is  stronger  than  all  the 
of  aft'eetiou  ;  stronger  than  all  the  pleas  of  nature,  or  all  the  terrors  of 
eYc*n  of  a  <h'ath  far  more  iln^adfiil  than  thy  own. 

And  now  muHt  he  travel  during  thrive  tedious,  and,  one  would  think, 
melanchdlv  dav-s  with  his  Isaac  cMm^tantlv  before  his  eves ;  with  the  bl 
seene  enntinually  in  his  apprehensions  ;  and  nothing  to  divert  his  mind 
dwelling;  on  evrrv  liitt<T  eireunistance,  and  all  the  grievous  comn-qu 
*M>nthe   tliird  day  Ahraham  lifted  up  his  eyi*s,  and  Wheld  afar  off 
appointed  phiee."     II i»«  servants  an*  ordered  to  keep   their  dii»tanee ; 
himself,  with  the  fin'  and  tlie  knife  in  his  hands;  and  his  son,  with  the  b 
of  wood  on  his  shoulders,  "went  hotli  of  tliem  ti>gether."     AVho  doe« 
])ity  the  sweet  youth,  toiling  under  that  load  whiek  must  soon  reek  with 
bhwid,  and  s«)on  rrduce  him  to  ashes  i     Meanwhile  the  int(*nde<l  victim, 
dering  to  sre  all  those  pn*parations  made,  and  no  proper  animal  near, 
this  piTtiui'ut  (pK'stion,   "  My  father,  bi'liold  the  fire  and  the  wood; 
where  is  tin-  la  ml)  for  a  burnt  offering  i"     Sure,  this  endearing  spi'eeh,  wki 
disco viTed  such  a  kuowledgi^  of  religion,  and  surh  a  eoneem  for  its  duti 
must  rous.'  the  father's  anguish,  and  shake  his  detenni nation.     How  can 
be  the  death  of  r^o  nmeli  inum-cnee,  and  so  nmeh  ]>iety  ? 

Faith  overcomes  all  diHicultii's.  Unmoved,  and  inflexible,  the  patri 
rejdies,  *'(Jo<l  will  j»rovide  himself  a  lamb  f()r  a  bu nit-offering,  my 
Afti*r  this  he  iliseloses  the  strange,  the  startling  secret :  *'  Tliou  thyself 
dear  child,  art  destined  to  this  puqiose.  Hie  God  who  bestowed  thee 
my  longing  di'sires  is  ])leased  to  n*quire  thee  again  at  my  hand.  Tlie 
gave,  and  the  Lord  tak<*th  away;  let  us  both  adore  the  name  of  the  LoiL 
J^et  us  confide  in  his  promised  goodness,  and  unanimously  profi'ss,  Thoii|K 
he  slay  me,  yi-t  will  I  trust  in  him."  It  dts's  not  appear  that  the  aniiabb' 
youth  ri'f^ist I'd  «>r  gain>^:i id.  He  had  stnugth  enough  to  oppo8*\  and  sjjeej 
enough  to  escapf  *,  the  attempts  of  an  agt'«l  father.  KitlitT  or  both  of  whidi^ 
the  law  of  srlf-pn-siTvalion  might  seem  to  dictate,  and  the  light  of  reasuDto 
justify.  I  hit  Isaac  knew  that  his  father  was  a  ]>ro])het.  In  this  propheticd 
character,  he  sees  and  aekutiwledges  the  warrant  of  Heaven.  And  sines 
his  Creator  calls,  he  is  content  to  go.  Kxeellent  Isaac  !  who  does  not  admim 
thy  courage  i  who  is  not  <'haniRMl  with  thy  resignation  ?  and  must  we,  in  % 
few  minutes,  must  we  see  thee  a  ]»ale,  a  bli»ody,  a  breathless  corj»se  ? 

Methinks,  I  shudder  as  we  draw  near  the  direful  catastro])he.  Tlic  altir 
is  built  ;  the  wood  laid  in  order;  all  things  are  ready  for  the  solemn  service; 
and  Isaac  oflers  his  willing  throat  to  the  knifn*.  Xevertheless,  that  the  work 
of  destiny  may  be  sure,  and  no  one  jMrticular  relating  to  a  sacrifice  omitted, 
'•Abraham  binds  \ih  son."  I  have  known  a  stubborn  malefactor  quite 
nnalanned  when  sentenced  to  the  ignominious  tree  ;  not  at  all  impressed  ikitfc 
the  most  awful  repri'sentations  of  eternal  jutlgnuMit ;  yi*t,  when  a  pcrsoi 
came  to  mea^-ure  him  for  his  c<ilfin,  the  hardcn(>d  wretch  was  hard  no  longer. 
He  startetl,  turned  pale  and  treuibled  in  every  joint.  Even  such  a  circum- 
stance makes  no   impression  on  Abraham  ;  neither  alters  liis  purpose,  ooi 

•  .\ocoriliiig    to  Josei^huF,  \>.\nc  was.  whrn    he  uubmitteil  liimscif  to  the  slauirhtrr, 
about  r w III fy- five  years  oM.     OUur;*  t\uuk  \v\!&  a«;c  ^tt?»  \\\\tVn -\\.\t«v»  \  >kIvkIi  makn  hn 
more  cx.ictty  rt'.sciiihle  his  sutTerinix  l-onX.     TWu  V\*  IvlvXwt  vc\m*\ \k- laXiva^t  ^Va'o^'wJ^^J 
tli/rty  re.i  rs  old,     E i  t  h  cr  ac count  -wiU  )usl\(^  \*\va*\o'  «  *uyv^Wv.w>x . 
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iges  bis  countenance.  lie  measures  his  Isaac;  measures  tliose  limbs 
cb  be  bad  so  frequently  and  so  tenderly  caressed ;  and  if  not  for  the 
n,  yet  for  immediate  slaughter. 

Laving  bound  him — surprising  resolution  ! — bound  him  for  the  sword 
for  the  flame,  be  "  lays  him  upon  the  altar,  on  the  wood/'  There  now  lies 
ic  ;  the  dear,  the  dutiful,  the  religious  Isaac !  Abraham'^s  joy  :  Sarairs 
gbt ;  the  heir  of  the  promises !  there  he  lies,  all  meek  and  resigned ; 
ecting  every  moment  the  stroke  of  death  to  fall.  O  parents  !  parents ! 
lot  your  bowels  yearn  ?  is  not  humanity  itself  distressed  at  the  scene  ? 
,  thou  who  art  a  father,  w^hat  thinkest  thou  of  Abraham'*s  obedience  ? 
Idst  thou,  to  such  a  son,  have  acted  such  a  part  ? 

ec  !  the  father,  resolute  to  the  very  last,  unsheaths  the  murdering  blade; 
les  bare  the  innocent  bosom ;  and  marks  the  place  where  life  may  find 
speediest  exit.  "His  heart  is  fixed  !"  he  stretches  his  arm  ;  and  now, 
n  now,  is  aiming  the  mortal  blow ;  when, — rejoice,  ye  worshippers  of  a 
:ious  God !  break  forth  into  singing,  ye  that  are  in  pain  for  the  tried 
»nt ! — the  Lord  Almighty  intctj^ses  in  this  article  of  extreme  need*. 
>  Angel  of  the  covenant  speaks  from  heaven,  and  withholds  the  lifted 
d,  in  the  very  act  to  strike.  God,  who  only  intended  to  manifest  his 
li,  and  make  it  honourable,  bids  him  desist.  God  applauds  his  obedience ; 
stitutes  another  sacrifice  in  Isaac"*s  stead ;  renews  his  covenant  with  the 
er;  and  not  only  reprieves  the  life  of  the  son,  but  promises  him  a 
lerous  and  illustrious  issue;  promises  to  make  him  the  progenitor  of  the 
wiah,  and  thereby  a  public  blessing  to  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
ell  iiic  now,  Tlieron,  was  there  ever  such  an  astonishing  effort  of  obedi- 
!  ?  such  a  perfect  prodigy  of  resignation  ?  "  Yet  this  hath  faith  done  f." 
ou  should  ask.  How  was  it  possible  for  Abraham  to  ])erform  all  this,  in 
manner  described  ?  The  answer  is  obvious  :  because  Abraham  believed  ; 
n  other  words,  was  fully  persuaded,  that  the  God  who  had  given  him 
sou  from  the  barren  womb,  was  able  to  raise  him  again  from  the  smoking 
s  J.  As  the  same  God  who  required  this  sacrifice  had  expressly  declared, 
Isaac  Siiall  thy  seed  be  called,"  the  patriarch  doubted  not  but  the  pro- 
j  would,  in  a  way  known  to  infinite  "Wisdom,  be  punctually  accomplished, 
icc  be  made  no  dispute,  and  felt  no  reluctance.  His  faith  banished  every 
Lsy  apprehension ;  and  neither  fear  nor  sorrow  had  place  in  his  breast, 
faitli  he  was  enabled,  speedily  and  cheerfully,  without  so  umch  as  a 
ing  tear,  to  obey  this  unparalleled  precept. 

Upon  this  most  seasonable  interposition,  the  inspired  historian  makes  a  very  judicious 
edifying  remark  ;  which  seems  to  be  pjeatly  obscured,  if  not  entirely  spoiled,  by  our 
slation  :  **  In  the  Mount  of  the  Lord  it  shall  be  seen."     I  must  confess,  1  have  always 
puzzled  to  find,  not  only  a  pertinent  senr^e,   but  any  sense  at  all,  in  these  words. 
Yeas  the  original  is  as  clear  in  its  signification,  as  it  is  apposite  to  the  purpose.     **■  In 
mount  the  Lord  will  be  seen  ;"  or  *•  In  the  mount  the  J^rd  will  provide."  g.  d.  *'  This 
lorable  event  gave  rise  to,  at  least  is  an  eminent  exemplification  of,  that  proverbial 
tsbion  which  is  commonly  used  at  this  day.     In  the  mount  of  difHoulty,  or  in  the  very 
s  of  need,  when  matters  seem  to  be  irretrievable  and  desperate,  then  the  Lord  appears 
present  help.     Man's  extremity  is  God's  opportunity."     See  Gen.  xxiL  14. 
Heb.  xi.  17.  **  By  faith,  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried, offered  up  Isaac."     The  faith,  of 
:^  such  glorious  things  are  spoken,  to  which  such  admirable  achievements  are  ascribed, 
»agh  this  whole  ch:,pter,  was  a  faith  in  '*  the  seed  of  the  woman,"  the  promised  Messiah. 
He  seems  to  have  expected  not  only  tlte  certain,  but  the  immediate  restoration  of  hiSi 
mon;  that  he  should  be  revived  ou   the  very  spot,  before  he    left  the  place,  so  jMJ| 
ccompany  his  return.     For  he  says  to  his  servants,  not  I,  but  we  will  go,  and  wonb 
ntuna,  rcr.  5. 


_    .tviurdiiig  to  ^oJlinoShf,     1     1 
answer  all  the  ends,  and  secure  every  i 
faith  St.  Jude  styles  ''our  u\ont  holy  fa 
it  is  not  only  prodnetive  of  holiness,  bu 
lioliness  arises  from  this  stock. 

Li*t  us  then  he  diligent  to  exercise,  an 
Christ.     Let  us  maintain  the  same  zealoi 
grace,  as  the  renowned  Epaminondas  vx 
gallant  general  was,  iu  an  engagement  wi 
his  soldiers  carried  him  off,  breathless  ant 
moment  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  recovered 
whether  his  wound  was  mortal,  nor  whe 
whether  his  shield  was  safe  ? — 3Iay  we  be 
our  shield  safe  I     May  we  be  strong,  be  sti 
doubt  not  we  shall  give   glory  to  God,  re 
abound  in  the  works  of  tho  Lord. 

Nothing  can  be  more  pertinent  to  my  pur 
"  That  we  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  c 
what  is  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  pow 
And  nothing  can  be  more  expressive  of  the 


Letter  XII. — Aspasio 


Dear  Theron, — It  is  very  probable,  whi 
))cru8ing  mine.  But  how  unlike  is  my  friend 
How  unlike  the  satisfied,  unsuspecting, 
dejected  air  in  your  temper  ?  why  those  pensi 
me  anticipate  your  reply,  and  make  answer 
is  a  sign  of  approaching  day.  Just  beforo  ♦»• 
darkness  is  blackest  ?  o*"*  - 


^v 
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B7  Theron's  mind, — *^  The  Lord  our  Rigbtcousness."  The  discovery  of  him 
ler  this  most  aimable  and  glorious  capacity,  will  indeed  be  like  breaking 

0  a  vial  of  the  richest  unguents ;  which  not  only  fill  the  room,  and  regale  tho 
Be  with  their  delightful  fragrance,  but  refresh  the  spirits,  and  ^^  rejoice  tlio 
Y  heart."  Might  my  writing,  or  my  discourse,  be  as  the  alabaster  box, 
^OlltaiI^  to  convey,  and  present  these  reviving  odours ;  how  highly  should 
link  myself  honoured,  and  how  signally  my  endeavours  blessed  ! 

rou  ask,  ^^  How  this  righteousness  of  the  divine  Redeemer  becomes  ours?'* 
B  a  question  which  I  receive  with  the  utmost  pleasure  ;  and,  with  equal 
istire,  shall  attempt  an  answer.  Or  rather,  as  the  Spirit  of  our  God 
mptod  the  first,  may  the  same  unerring  guide  suggest  the  last !  This  he 
Abundantly  done  by  his  prophets  and  apostles  ;  so  that  I  need  only  have 
310186  to  their  writings,  and  collect  some  of  the  hints  which  lie  treasured 
in  those  storehouses  of  wisdom. 
rhcre  we  are  often  told  of  union  with   Christ.     Believers  are  said  to  be 

1  Christ,"  Col.  i.  2 ;  and  to  be  "one  with  Christ,"  Heb.  ii.  11.  What 
till  higher,  and  implies  a  greater  degree  of  nearness,  they  are  "  members 
lus  body,  of  his  flesh,  and  of  his  bones,"  £ph.  v.  30.  And,  wliich  denotes 
I  most  intimate  connexion  imaginable,  ^'  They  that  arc  joined  to  the  Lord 
us  are  one  Spirit "  (1  Cor.  vi.  170  ^^  h^in !  As  these  expressions 
>ear  dark,  and  their  sense  lies  deep,  it  has  pleased  our  all-condescending 
itructor  to  illustrate  them  by  a  variety  of  significant  types  and  lively 
lilitudes.  This  remark  very  opportunely  reminds  me  of  an  engagement 
ich,  some  time  ago,  I  undertook  to  execute,  but  have  hitherto  omitted — 
make  it  evident,  that  the  blessed  doctrine  for  which  we  have  been  pleading, 

*  deducible  from  several  Scripture  images."  A  short  descant  upon  some  of 
\  principal,  will,  I  hope,  at  once  discharge  my  ^former  obligation,  and 
isfy  your  present  inquiry. 

This  was  shadowed  forth  by  the  costly,  odoriferous,  flowing  unguent, 
ored  upon  Aaron's  head  ;  ''  which  ran  down  upon  his  beard,  and  descended 
the  skirts  *  of  his  clothing,"  Psal.  cxxxiii.  2.  So  the  merits  of  our  great 
igh-priest  are  derived  down  to  all  the  faithful ;  even  those  of  the  meanest 
ktion  in  life,  and  the  lowest  attainments  in  religion. 

Was  it  not  typified  by  that  instructive  vision  which  the  prophet  Zcchariah 
w?  "I  have  looked,  and  behold  !  a  candlestick  all  of  gold,  with  a  bowl 
K>n  tlie  top  of  it,  and  his  seven  lamps  thereon,  and  seven  pipes  to  the  seven 
mps,  which  were  upon  the  top  thereof;  and  two  olive-trees  by  it,  one  upon 
e  right  side  of  the  bowl,  and  the  other  upon  the  left  side  tliereof ;  which, 
rough  two  golden  pipes,  empty  the  golden  oil  out  of  themselves,"  Zech.  iv. 
3.  12.  The  bowl  and  the  lamps  were  a  proper  emblem  of  believers ;  who 
e,  by  nature,  dry  vessels,  and  destitute  of  all  good ;  yet  should  shine  as 
;fat8  in  tlie  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  generation.  Tlie  olive-trees, 
rayed  in  verdure,  and  abounding  with  sap  ;  always  emptying  themselves, 
i  ever  full ;  are  a  very  just  representation  of  Clmst,  of  his  unchangeable 
re,  and  his  inexliaustible  grace.  The  golden  pipes,  through  which  the 
ve-branches  transmit  their  oil,  seem  to  bo  figurative  of  faitli,  in  its  various 
d  repeated  actings.  By  these  channels  of  conveyance,  the  unspeakablo 
nefits  of  a  Redeemer  are  communicated  to  our  souls,  and  replenish  those 
iptj  basins. 

*  Wliat  we  render  uhxrU,  is,  in  the  original^  the  mouthy  or,  as  the  word  v«  tcaw«Ul«d  l^\i 
u  }&  t^  coffar  of  bis  garmentB, 
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Anotlier  t\-pc  tlie  npostlc  mentions :  "  Tlic  first  Adam,"  he  says,  "  \ 
figure  of  liini  that  was  to  eome,*  Rom.  v.  14.  So  eminent  a  figriro. 
corros]ionilin;r  in  so  many  iiistanci^,  that  he  styles  our  "  f^ord  Jesus  th< 
Adam,"  1  Cor.  xv.  45.  And  why?  IVrauso,  like  the  first,  lie  \ 
covenant-head  to  his  )HM)]>1e.  and  tran«ieted  in  tlieir  stead.  Insomuch 
what  he  did,  and  what  he  suffcn-d,  both  are  placed  to  their  acctmni 
Adam's  sin  imputed  to  all  his  natural  offspring:?  So  is  Christ's rigljioin 
to  all  liis  spiritual  si'r<l.  The  consi'quenec's  of  l>otli  render  the  dottrinc 
intelliphle,  and  tlic  truth  nion*  uudeniahle.  All  men  art?  "ju«1;;im1. 
drnmed,  dead,"  Horn.  v.  15,  1(5;  doomed  inevitahlyto  the  deatlmf  the 
and  justly  liable  to  tlio  death  of  the  soul,  on  th(»  score  of  Adam's  ' 
gn»ssion.  All  believers  are  **  acquitted,  justific*l,  saved,"  Rom.  v.  1( 
saved  from  the  first  dt^ath,  and  made  heirs  of  the  resurrection  ;  saved 
the  sircjud  deatli,  ami  eutitled  to  life  eternal,  by  virtue  of  Christ's  uUh] 

This  union  with  (lirist  was  n(»t  tjuly  pn'fi;rurcd  by  ty]W8,  but  is  disj 
bv  a  variety  of  similitudes  taken  fnmi  the  mo?»t  familiar  occurrences  •»( 
by  which  it  a]>p<'ars  to  Ik*  our  divine  J^fasttT's  will,  that  we  shiml 
under  the  habitual  bdit-f  of  this  momentous  truth,  and  in  the  constant  < 
ment  of  this  distinguished  privilege. — You  cannot  visit  a  friend,  <ir 
your  childreu  ;  you  eaiinut  cuter  your  garden,  discourse  with  your  ? 
or  contenqdate  your  owu  bwly,  without  a  repn*sentation  and  a  rememb 
of  this  precious  blessing. 

<'lirist  sji}-s  to  his  dis(*iples,  ''  Henceforth  I  call  you  not  servani 
friends,"  John  xv.  15.  Frien<ls  an.^  a  second  self.  St.  Paul,  8]>eak; 
Ones' nms,  uses  this  remarkable  jdirase,  "Receive  him  as  myself;' 
which  is  still  more  emphatical,  *'  Receive  him,  that  is  mine  own  b»i 
Pliilem.  12.  17.  Is  not  Christ's  friendship  of  the  most  tender  and  e 
kind  ?  I  )oubtlcss  it  must  be  <Mpial,  doubtless  it  nuist  Ik*  superior  to  Jonal 
— 'Jonathan  loveil  David  as  his  own  soul :  but  (Mirist  lovid  sinners  n 
love  stronger  than  dt'ath.  They  wen*  dearer  to  him  than  his  owu 
mable  life. — Jonathan  exposed  himself  to  imminent  danger  in  vindi 
Davitl's  conduct.  Jesus  surrendered  himself  to  certain  death  in  n 
reconciliation  for  our  ofti-nces. — Jonathan  interceded  once  and  ajjain  wi 
father  in  David's  behalf.  Chrirst  ever  liveth,  to  plead  his  blood,  and 
intercession  for  transgressors. — "  .Jonathan  strij)jH?d  himself  of  the 
that  was  ujxm  him,  to  give  it  to  David,  and  his  gannent,  even 
sword,  and  his  bow,  and  his  girdle,"  1  fc*am.  xviii.  4.  Our  Redi 
without  strij)j)ing  himself  has  clothed  us  (such  is  the  prerogative 
divine  ])erM(m!)  with  the  n)be  of  his  righteousness,  and  with  the  ga 
of  his  sa1vati(m.  He  has  cousiijued  over  to  us  all  the  merit  of  his  ho 
and  i)ropitiatory  death. 

(^hrist  stands  related  to  his  peojde,  not  as  a  friend  only,  but  as  a  [i 
lie  is  called  by  a  ]>rophet,  •"  The  everlastiug  Father,"  Isa.  vi.  9 ;  ai 
are  SJiid  by  an  aj)ostle  to  bt»  his  "  children,"  IJeb.  ii.  13.  Childrei 
upon  themselves  as  interested  in  the  wealth  of  their  parents.  They  e 
and  not  without  reasonable  ground,  to  reap  benefit  from  it  while  the  p 
live,  and  to  become  jiossesyors  of  it  when  they  die.  Accordingly,  the 
says  in  the  gospel,  *"  Son,  all  that  I  hav<»  is  thine,"  Luke  xv.  31.  Siu( 
high  and  holy  Knnnanuel  vouchsafes  to  be  our  I^^ither,  can  we  suppose  hi 
(renerous  than  an  earthly  parent  I  or  can  we  imagine  that  his  childrei 

vo  less  to  hope  than  the  heirs  o?  au  iaY\\\\y  \)to«^vitv\\.c^t'*.    Wa?j  ^^  -wX 
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lot,  to  regard  «ill  his  communicable  goods,  all  the  bc^ncfits  resulting  from 
neiitorious  sufferings  and  perfect  obedience,  as  our  portion  ?     I^specially, 
i  he  is  the  testator  also,  Ileb.  ix.  17 ;  bas  bequeathed  them  to  us  by 
and,  having  submitted  to  death,  they  become  legally  ours. 
I  am  the  vine,"  says  our  I^rd,  "  ye  are  the  branches,"  John  xv.  5. 

V  who  believe,  are  ingrafted  into  Christ.  Take  notice  of  a  scion.  What 
the  consequences  of  its  iugrafture  ?  It  is  embodied  with  the  substance 
le  tree,  and  partakes  of  its  fatness.  The  sap,  imbibed  by  the  root, 
ilatcs  into  it,  gives  it  vegetable  life,  fills  it  with  buds,  decks  it  with  , 
K>uis,  and  loads  it  with  fruit.  If  then  we  are  one  with  Christ,  as  much 
16  branch  is  one  with  the  stock,  it  must  follow,  even  upon  the  principles 
inimon  experience,  that  his  \\'isdom  is  ours,  to  enlighten  us  ;  his  righteous- 
is  ours,  to  justify  us ;  his  Spirit  is  ours,  to  sanctify  us;  his  redemption 

irs,  to  make  us  completely  and  eternally  happy. 

hrist  is  united  to  his  peo])lc  by  a  tie  closer  and  dearer  than  the  parental. 

Y  are  not  only  his  children,  but  his  spouse.  He  is  often  called  their 
2groom,  and  is  not  ashamed  to  avow  the  tender  engagement :  "  I  will 
5th  thee  to  me  for  ever ;  yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  in  righteous- 
f  and  in  judgment,  and  in  loving-kindness,  and  in  mercies.  I  will  even 
ath  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulness,"  Hos.  ii.  19.  20.     Tlic  condescending 

multiplies,  diversifies,  accumulates  his  words  ;  and  this  with  admirable 
•riety,  as  well  as  surpassing  goodness.  The  honour  is  so  high,  and  the 
ur  so  great,  we  should  liardly  know  how  to  believe  it,  and  hardly 
ure  to  apply  it  Lest,  therefore,  by  a  single  expression,  it  should  not  bo 
L-iently  established,  it  stands  ratified  by  repeated  asseverations,  and  with 
•he  eniTgy  of  language  ;  so,  that,  be  the  grace  ever  so  astonishing,  we 
assured  the  fact  is  equally  certain  :  he  that  is  our  Maker,  is  also  our 
band,  Isa.  liv.  5. 

et  us  consider  what  follows  upon  such  a  union.  Wc  may  take  for  an 
nple  the  case  of  Boaz  and  Ruth.  Soon  as  their  nuptials  were  solemnized, 
that  was  i)oor  became  rich ;  from  a  gleaner  in  the  field,  she  commenced 
.ress  of  the  harvest ;  and  from  abiding  by  the  maidt^ns,  had  a  seat  at  the 
ter's  table.  And  if  we  are  united  to  Christ  by  a  marriage-contract,  the 
a  effects  will  take  place.     AVe  that  were  poor,  are  rich  in  him  ;  we  wlio 

nothing,  possess  all  things  in  Christ ;  we  that  dwell  in  dust,  arc  made 
.t  together  with  our  divine  Husband  in  heavenly  places,  Eph.  ii.  (J. 
f  you  choose  sonic  modem  exemplification,  what  can  be  more  pertinent 
1  the  remarkable  instance  of  your  neighbour  Arietta  ?     She  was  lately 

a  widow  by  the  dissolute  and  extravagant  Bellario ;  her  circumstances 
?rably  embarrassed,  and  the  little  estate  deeply  mortgaged ;  her  friends 
Led  shy,  and  her  creditors  became  clamorous  ;  scarce  a  day  passed  but 
lade  some  new  discovery  of  debts  contracted  by  the  deceased  ;  so  that  the 
irs  of  the  survivor  appeared   with  a  more  melancholy  aspect,  and  in  a 

retrievable  condition.  But  having  won,  first  the  compassion,  then  the 
ction,  of  the  wealthy  and  illustrious  Philander ;  how  happily  is  the  face 
hings  altered !  All  her  debts  devolve  uj)on  him,  and  all  his  dignity  is 
vcd  to  her.  He  stands  responsible  for  whatever  she  owes  ;  and  she  is  a 
er  in  whatever  he  possesses.  Though  little  less  than  ruined  by  her  late 
)and,  she  is  more  than  restored  by  her  present ;  and  has  reason  to  rejoioa 
lis  affluence,  and  to  glory  in  his  honours.     Have  not  we  also  reason  ^ 
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n*joicc  in  our  lioavonly  Driilcgroom — since  a  far  more  glorious  ezchange 
siats  lx*tw(H'n  liim  nud  liis  mystical  spouse  ?     lie  has  borne  the  curse,  thai 
may  inlierit  the  bkWing.     iSin  was  charj^cd  on  him,  that  righteousness 
be  inipiitod  to  lis.     Tn  a  word,  he  has  sustained  all  our  miseries,  that 
mi^ht  impart  to  us  all  his  benefits.     Has  the  law  any  demand  ?     It  moBtj^ 
to  him  fur  sati!<factic»n.     Have  wo  any  wants?     We  may  look  to  ]iiml«j| 
supply  ;  to  him  TImtoh,  ^'  in  whom  it  has  pleased  the  Father,  that  all 
shotihl  dwell,"  i.\A,  i.  19. 

If  any  thini;  can  exprofr)  a  union  more  intimate  and  inseparable  than 
conjugal,  it  is  that  of  tlio  members  with  the  head.     And  this  iina[.'e  u 
by  the  Holy  Oliost,  to  shatlow  forth  the  c<inuexiou  bctwcon  Christ  and 
faithful.      lie   is   the  "  head   over   all   things,"    with  n'Si>ect  to  rule 
8Uj)remary,  hut  a  head  of  uuiim  and  influence,  with  resixjct  '*  t«)  the  chi 
Kph.  i.  2'J.      Tlie  head  and  the  memlxers  constitute  one  natural,  Christ 
his  cliurch  eoni]>oiH^  one  mystical  hotly.     What  kindness  is  done,  what  ioji 
is  otfertMl  to  tlie  meud>ers,  the  h(>ad  regarils  them  as  done  to  its. 'If.     A( 
in^ly,  Clirist  says  to  tlie  outrageous  Saul,  who  made  havoc  of  the  chi 
''  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  me  ?"  Acts  ix.  4.     He  declares, 
in^;  those  imlitrent  Christians    to  whose  necessities  we   aduiinisstiT  relicCi 
^*  liiaHinuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  them,  ye  have  done  it  unto  mo,"  Mi 
XXV.  40.     The  animal  S])irits  foniied  in  the  head,  are  fonned  for  tlie  h 
of  the  whole  luMly,  and  designed  for  the  use  of  all  the  members.     So 
righteousness  wrought  by  Jesus  Clirist,  is  wrought  out  for  his  whole  ra; 
body,  and  inti*uded  for  the  advantage  of  all  his  people ;  to  l>e  the  cause 
their  justification,  and  the  purchase  of  their  salvatitm. 

IWing  then  ho  nearly  relat<*<l,  so  closely  united  to  the  blessed  Jesus,  itisni 
wonder  that  believers  an*  now  lovc<l  with  the  same  fatherly  love,  and  iritl 
hen»aft;*r  be  partakers  of  the  same  heavenly  glory.  AMiat  might  wc  nol 
expect  from  the  divine  Redeemer,  if  ho  vouchsafed  to  acknowledge  but  oneol 
these  einleariiig  names  ?  Sinee  he  has  engaged  himself  to  us  by  all  the  tics  si 
affinity  and  aileetiou,  may  we  not  promise  ourselves,  and  with  the  assursnos 
of  hope,  ev<Ty  good  thing  ;  "  even  all  the  fulness  of  Ciod,"  our  Saviour  if  KjAl 
iii.  li>.  Does  not  each  of  these  tender  relations,  subsisting  lK'twix;n  Chii4 
and  his  saints,  imply  an  entire  proptTty  in  one  another,  and  a  mutual  partici- 
])atioii  of  all  tliat  belongs  to  either  i — ^^  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his,"-' 
I  dare  not  say,  is  tlie  ]iosy  of  the  mystical  ring ;  but  it  is  the  undoubted  efibd 
of  this  divine  union. 

How  pleasing,  yet  how  amazing  the  thought !  Shall  we,  who  say  tocof- 
niption,  '*  Tliou  art  my  father ;"  and  to  the  worm,  '*  Thou  art  my  mother  and 
my  sister,"  Job  xvii.  14 ;  shall  we  Ik?  permitted  to  say,  concerning  the  Head 
of  all  ])rincipality  and  power,  **  VTc  are  meinl>ers  of  his  body,  of  his  flesh, 
and  of  his  hones  T'  Eph.  v.  .T().  What  a  merey  might  we  esteem  it,  not  to 
be  coufouinled  befon?  a  Majesty  so  exalted  and  suhlimc  !  "What  a  favour,  to 
■  obtain  the  least  propitious  regard  from  the  King  immortal  and  invisible! 
AVhat  an  honour,  to  be  admitted  into  his  family,  an<l  numbered  among  the 
meanest  of  his  servants !  But  to  be  his  adopted  children  ;  to  be  hisesiwused 
bride  ;  to  be  the  members  of  his  sacre(l  body  ;  to  have  him  for  our  everlast- 
ing Father,  him  fur  the  briilegnmin  of  our  souls,  him  for  our  heavenly  head, 
who  is  the  maker  of  all  worlds,  and  the  Soven^ign  of  all  creaturcss !  Whal 
words  can  dulv  celebrate,  what  heart  can  sutiicieutlv  athiiire,  the  condesciih 
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1 1  the  lovo  of  our  adorable  Jesus  ?    or  wlio  can  justly  question  tho 

*  such  a  fellowship,  and  tho  consequences  of  such  a  union  ?  Ques- 
m  !  No,  the  fruits  are  infallibly  sure,  as  the  privilege  is  inexpressi- 
it. 

no  once  again  introduce  a  great  and  venerable  witness  of  both  theso 
^^  Laban  spake  higli  when  he  said  *"  These  children  are  mine,  and 
.f  things  thou  seest  are  mine.'  But  how  high  and  glorious  is  that 
nay  be  sai*!  of  a  justified  person  :  all  thou  hearost  of  Christ  is  thine; 
is  thine,  his  death  is  thine,  his  obedience,  merit,  spirit,  all  thine  *  !" 
id  important  words  !  than  wliich  nothing  can  give  us  a  juster  or  fidler 
tion  of  the  apostle's  assertion,  "  We  are  partakers  of  Christ,"  Heb. 

n  some  foreign  ladies,  of  'the  first  quality,  paid  a  visit  to  Leonidas' 
the  talk  turned  upon  tlieir  rich  clothes,  their  costly  jewels,  and  splcn- 
i])age.  After  tlicy  had  severally  displayed  each  her  own  grandeur, 
juircd  after  her  majesty's  finely — what  she  had  to  distinguish  her 
te  vulgar  ?  She  replied,  "  My  illustrious  husband."  What  else  ? 
ustrious  husband."  And  as  often  as  tliey  repeated  the  same  question, 
imed  tlie  same  answer.  Could  this  queen  speak  in  such  admiring, 
r,  self-iiratulating  terms  of  her  royal  consort?  And  shall  not  vile 
look  upon  tlieir  Redeemer — that  all-glorious,  yet  all-condescending 
)oni,  who  is  full  of  grace  and  truth,  full  of  merit  and  righteousness 
not  they  much  more  look  upon  him  as  their  honour  and  their  joy  ; 
ct  of  their  dependence,  and  the  cause  of  their  boasting  ? 
uM  find  it  difficult  to  refrain  from  the  farther  prosecution  of  so  engag- 
»pie,  did  I  not  proi)ose  to  wait  upon  my  Tlieron  very  s]>cedily.  Then 
lave  an  opportunity  of  pouring  into  his  bosom  all  the  fulness  of  my 
itli  regard  to  this  delightful  subject.  In  the  mean  time,  let  me  exhort 
r  friend  to  be  of  good  comfort.     "  Heaviness  may  endure  for  a  night, 

Cometh  in  the  morning,"  Psal.  xxx.  5.  This  sorrow,  of  which  you 
n,  may  be  the  seed  of  spiritual  and  eternal  consolation. 
c  I  am  writing,  there  appears  full  in  my  view  one  of  the  finest  rain- 
ever  beheld.  "It  compasseth  the  heavens  with  a  glorious  circle";" 
ous,  that  it  is  no  disparagement  of  the  Almighty  Creator  to  say, 
auds  of  the  Most  High  have  bended  it,"  Eccl'us.  xliii.  12.  On  what 
ion,  would  I  ask,  is  that  stately  and  beautiful  arch  raised  ?  from  what 
!o  all  its  radiant  and  lovely  colours  spring  ?  It  is  raised  on  a  gloomy 
ige  of  vapours,  and  all  its  rich  tinctures  spring  from  a  lowering  cloud. 
>es  the  blessed  God,  on  a  conviction  of  guilt  and  a  sense  of  ruin, 
faith,  plant  holiness,  and  diffuse  gladness.     May  all  these,  ere  long, 

my  Thcron's  breast !  Jind  each  be  bright  as  that  resplendent  bow ; 
is  the  sun  that  creates  it ! 

le  mean  time,  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  my  soul,  and  shall  be  my  fre- 
rayer  to  God,   "  That  both  our  hearts  may  be  comforted,  being  knit 

•  in  love,  unto  all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understanding,"  Col. 
this  great  mystery  of  godliness.  What  vigour  of  expression,  what 
nee  of  ideas,  and  al)ove  all,  «vhat  distinguished  privileges  arc  here  !— 
ice,--/tdl  assurance, — riches  of  the  full  assurance,— «//  riches  of  tho 
ranee  of  understanding, — in  reference  to  our  union  with  Christ,  and 

•  See  Dr.  Lightfoot'a  Works,  voL  ii  p.  10/7. 


AsPASic)  liad  taken  leavo  of  liis  frii', 
Tlicron,  >vln»s('  tliouu^hts  scnnod  to  l)r  i 
small  anxiety ;  hnj)in;^    that    soin<.'   pn 
]»rivilcgos  of  the  ovt'rla.stiiig  <i[ospel  mi 
might,  while  his  heart  was  aofteneil  by 
of  genuine  C-hristianity,  and  deliver  li 
evangelical  religion. 

When  sorrows  would  the  brea; 
And  hearts  obdurate  feel  her  s 
Her  seed  celestial  then  glad  \V 
Her  golden  harvests  triumph  ii 

lie  arrived  pretty  late  in  the  evening, 
the  journey,  soon  withdrew  to  his  rcpos 
w^alked  ahroad  to  taste  the  cool  delights  ol 
prised  by  meeting  Aspasio. 

Tker,  So  soon  awake,  my  worthy  frien 
the  pn^ceding  day !  I  had  not  the  least  < 
breakfast.  Then,  indeed,  I  promised  niyseli 
exhibited  on  the  table,  and  those ''  wholesom 
1  Tim.  vi.  3.  which,  more  precious  than  mi 

Asj).  How,  Thcron  !  I  lave  you  also  h 
polish  the  speech,  to  depravo  our  sen ti men 
enchanting  wiles  of  flattery  from  my  sincer 

Th4ir,  Your  friend  is  still  sincere,  and 
flattery. — How  welcome  to  the  wind-bound 
and  sick  with  disappointments,  is  the  visit 
come  to  the  fields,  parched  with  drough 
copious  showers  of  rain !  How  acceptable  t 
the  inhos]>itable  desert,  and  pining  awav  f' 
was  the  miraculous  sni^^'- 
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itted  the  fetrongholda  of  reason  ?  is  he  vanquished  by  the  sling-stone  of 
\  or  can  he  submit  to  this  strange  method  of  salvation,  hy  embracing 
ghteoosntfss  and  relying  on  the  obedience  of  another  ? 
er.  I  find  my  reason  was  a  feeble  guide,  or  I  myself  not  faithful  to  its 
nc  dictates.  I  was  blinded  with  prejudice ;  I  was  intoxicated  with 
;  a  vain  conceit  of  my  moral  powers  betrayed  me,  as  I  fear  it  has 
jred  many,  into  a  contempt  of  the  evangelical  righteousness.  I  held 
I  thought  an  honour  to  human  nature.  I  now  retract  my  opinion  :  I 
perceive,  that  as  my  natural  light  could  not  discover  the  way,  neither 
ly  personal  obedience  put  me  in  possession  of  life  and  salvation.  My 
;lory,  and  real  happiness,  I  would  henceforth  derive  from  the  blessed 
.  No  more  banter,  Aspasio  : — have  done  : — I  am  serious,  and  very 
in  earnest ;  so  much  in  earnest,  that  if  all  my  acquaintance  of  the 
isaical  turn,  or  if  all  my  brothers  of  the  smile,  should  rally  me  on  the 
ct,  I  would  frankly  acknowledge  my  error,  and  as  freely  sign  my  recan  • 
1. 

p.  IVIy  dear  Theron,  I  applaud  your  resolution.  You  have  no  more 
to  be  ashamed  of  Auch  a  practice,  than  Philip  had  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
rfcction  in  his  limbs  ;  when,  being  observed  to  go  lame  with  a  wound 
red  in  battle,  he  had  this  consolation  suggested  by  one  of  his  courtiers  : 
ver  blush,  my  royal  Sir,  for  a  defect  which  puts  you  in  mind  of  your 
ir  every  step  you  take."  To  sacrifice  our  prejudices  in  the  search  of 
,  is  no  less  honourable  than  to  be  marked  with  a  scar  in  the  defence  of 
ountry. 

>cg  pardon  for  my  pleasantry.     Since  you  are  so  very  serious,  a  gay  air 

[^uite  unseasonable.     You  cannot  often  complain  that  I  am  guilty  of  this 

Nor  can  you  easily  imagine  the  satisfaction  I  shall  enjoy,  if  either  my 

rs  or  my  discourse  have  administered  any  advantage  to  my  friend.     I 

note  it  down  among  the  distinguished  blessings  of  my  life ;  and  have 

Iditional  obligation  to  love  the  beneficent  Author  of  all  good. 

it  as  I  cannot  be  a  furtherer  of  your  happiness  without  the  greatest 

ht,  so  I  cannot  be  a  witness  of  your  solicitude  without  a  painful  regret. 

must  therefore  permit  me  to  ask  the  cause  of  that  unusual  vehemence 

h  I  observe  in  your  speech,  and  of  that  deep  concern  which  I  read  in 

countenance. 

her,  I  have  been  considering  very  attentively,  what  is  the  present  state, 
what  is  likely  to  be  the  final  condition  of  my  soul. 

My  hopes  and  fears 


Start  up  alarm'd;  and  o'er  life's  narrow  verge 
Look  down — on  what  ?     A  fathomless  abyss, 
A  vast  eternity. 

[y  sins,  at  the  same  time,  like  an  armed  host,  are  set  in  dreadful  array, 
surround  me  on  every  side.  Justice,  like  an  injured  and  incensed  foe, 
leathes  the  sword,  and  makes  a  loud  demand  for  vengeance.  No  righte- 
less  of  my  own  presents  itself,  to  which  I  may  fly  for  refuge.  The 
bod  of  salvation,  in  which  I  formerly  confided,  is  a  bridge  broken  down ; 
leaves  me,  without  any  possibility  of  escape,  abandoned  to  the  approach- 
enemy. 

o  a  person  in  such  deplorable  circumstances,  how  reviving,  how  delightful, 
te  yery  thought  of  being  interested  in  the  great  Redeemer's  righteousness ! 

c  c 


3«0 

I  dn  tint  wonder  now  at  a  aaying  of  Lathar'a,  wlueh  I  ham  tonv 
explodLtl  aa  Btmngi-ly  extnTagfut :  "  Ttwt  upon  the  diaBomy  d 
glorious  rightcouencBs,  the  gates  of  Pundise  wemed  to  flf  Open  faefikn 
and  tlic  dnwn  of  heaven  was  all  in  view." 

Talking  in  this  manner,  they  came  to  an  elevated  terraoe ;  wht^ 
an  lionr  before,  had  been  shaved  hy  the  eithe,  and  emitted  lii  tlie  Em 
of  new-movm  herbage.  On  one  «de,  a  fine  champaign  country  itretdt 
wide  dimensions ;  on  the  other,  a  fiowei-garden  exhibited  the  last  <mm 
of  the  year.  Here  you  might  still  eee  the  tufted. TermilioD,  and  thi 
blown  ivory^  glittering  tlirough  spanglca  of  liquid  crystal.  There  you  i 
trace  the  footsteps  of  the  early  cattle,  by  many  a  recent  print  on  the 
lawn.  On  the  witUa  and  espaliers  autumn  had  spread  her  storea,  am 
beginning  to  beaiitiry  their  rinds  with  many  a  mddy  streak,  or  to  bi 
over  their  glossy  skins  her  delicate  and  inimitable  bloom. 

A»p.  Sec,  said  Aspasio,  the  wisdom  and  benignity,  which,  in  amiabl 
inseparable  conjunction,  display  themselTcs  through  the  whole  ecoooi 
the  universe :  "(iod  has  made  everything  beautiful  in  his  time,"  Ea 
II,  everything  serviceable  in  its  place.  A  little  while  ago,  the  flowery  i 
delighted  our  eyes,  and  the  melodious  birds  charmed  our  ears;  sow 
tasteful  fruits  ate  preparing  thnr  dainties,  and  presenting  us  witii  a  coU 
to  legale  our  palate.  The  whole  earth,  and  all  the  iwnflonat  are  ridi 
our  Creator's  g(>i>dnees.  Yea,  the  whole  earth,  and  all  that  r^denial 
all  that  surrounds  it,  are  fiill  of  his  presence.     Ue  it  is  who 
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dictum  in  tbis  magnifioent  piece,  the  green  and,  the  blue  constitute  an 
bdmiiable  ground,  which  shows  them  all  in  their  highest  lustre,  and  to  the 
aimost  advantage. 

Hod  the  sat  been  considerably  grosser,  it  would  have  dimmed  the  rays  of 
-.be  sun,  and  darkened  the  cheerful  day ;  our  lungs  had  been  clogged  in  their 
rital  functions ;  men  had  been  suffocated,  without  the  strangling  noose  ;  or 
liowncd,  without  the  overwhelming  flood.  "Was  it  several  degrees  more 
rabtOe,  birds  would  not  be  able  to  wing  their  way  through  the  Armament ; 
ftor  conid  the  clouds  be  sustained  in  so  attenuated  an  atmosphere.  It  would 
slnde  the  organs  of  respiration ;  we  should  gasp  for  breath,  with  as  much 
lifficnlty,  and  with  as  little  success,  as  fishes  out  of  their  native  element. 

The  ground  also  is  wrought  into  the  most  proper  temperature.  Was  it  of 
%  firmer  consistence,  it  would  be  impenetrable  to  the  plough,  and  unmanage- 
■ble  by  the  spade.  Was  it  of  a  laxer  composition,  it  would  be  incapable  of 
■npporting  its  own  furniture.  The  light  mould  would  be  swept  away  by 
irfaiiling  winds ;  or  the  oozy  glebe  soaked  into  sloughs  by  the  descending 
lains.  Because  e>  ery  situation  suits  not  every  plant,  but  that  which  is  a 
nUTBe  to  one  often  proves  a  stepmother  to  others ;  therefore  the  qualities  of  the 
Buih  are  so  abundantly  diversified,  as  properly  to  accommodate  every  species 
of  vegetation.  Wo  have  a  variety  of  intermediate  soils,  from  the  loose 
di^ointed  sand,  to  the  stiff  cohesive  clay  ;  from  the  rough  projections  of  the 
oaggy  cliff,  to  the  softly  swelling  bed  of  the  smooth  parterre. 

The  sea  carries  equal  evidences  of  a  most  wise  and  gracious  ordination. 
ITasit  larger,  we'should  want  land  for  the  purposes  of  pasturage  and  the  opera- 
lioDS  of  husbandry.  We  should  be  destitute  of  sufficient  room  for  mines  and 
iwcsts ;  our  subterranean  warehouses  and  our  aerial  timber-yards.  Was  it 
-flnaller,  it  would  not  be  capable  of  recruiting  the  sky  with  a  proper  quantity  of 
["nporous  exhalations,  nor  of  supplying  the  earth  with  the  necessary  quota 
^«f  fructifying  showers. 

Do  wo  not  discern  very  apparent  strokes  of  skill,  and  the  most  pregnant 

|n>o&  of  goodness,  in  each  individual  object  ?  in  the  various  tenants  of  tho 

globe,  and  the  several  appurtenances  of  this  great  dwelling  ?    It   is  needless 

lb  expatiate  upon  the  more  eminent  and  conspicuous  beauties — all  that  shiups 

h  the  heavens,  and  all  that  smiles  on  the  earth.     Tlieso  speak  to  every  ear, 

nhese  ahow  to  every  eye,  tho  adorable  munificence  of  their  Maker.     It  is 

^0edlc88  to  launch  into  the  praises  of  the   valleys,  delicately  clothed  with 

ktingc ;  or  of  the  fields,  richly  replenished  with  com.     Even  the  ragged 

■teka,  which  frown  over  the  flood ;  the   cavemed   quarries,  which  yawn 

Bnidst  the  land ;  together  with  the  mountains,  those  shapeless  and  enormous 

^>t>tnl>erances,  which  seem  to  load  the  ground  and  encumber  the  skies ;  even 

hesc  contribute  their  share  to  increase  the  general  pleasure,  and  augment  tho 

S^ncnd  usefulness.     They  variegate  the  prospect ;  raise  an  agreeable  horror 

(&  the  beholder ;  and  inspire  his  breast  with  a  religious  awe.     They  add  new 

liAnnB  to  the  wide  level  of  our  plains ;  and  shelter,  like  a  screen,  the  >varm 

^p  of  our  vales. 

Wo  are  delighted  with  the  solemn  gloom  and  magnificent  aspect  of  tho 
Hest,  One  who  saw  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  was  transported  with  admira- 
ion  at  tlieir  ample  trunks  and  towering  heads,  their  diffusive  spread  and 
erdant  grandeur  ;  compared  with  which  the  stately  elm  is  but  a  reed,  and 
he  branching  oak  a  mere  shrub.     Was  our  sight  qualified  for  the  search, 

cc2 
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we  slioiil'i  discovrr  a  symmetry  and  ft  ilignity  altogether  as  po 
moro  wiindLTful,  in  thoae  grorea  of  moss  •  whicii  ailbero  to  tbl 
we  should  contemplate  with  greater  eurprise,  if  not  with  greater! 
diminutive  plantatious,  which  strike  their  hasty  roots  in  the  ini 
tion,  or  wave  their  curioiia  lunbrago  Ofor  the  perished  picklt:  t. 

^^'ho  is  not  cliormed  with  the  vine  and  ite  gcnerouB  wan 
with  the  melon,  and  its  dolicious  cooling  pulp?  Yet  were  all 
produce  fruits  of  such  exalted  qualities,  or  of  such  an  agreeable 
would  heceitic  of  the  birds  ?  How  email  a  ecantling  of  such  clic 
would  voracious  man  resign  to  their  enjoyment  1  That  provi 
made  fur  the  meanest  vagrant  of  the  air,  as  well  as  for  the  tuoi 
BOvereitru  of  a  nation,  there  is,  in  all  plaeca,  a  large  growth  of  shi 
annually  witli  a  harvest  of  coarse  and  hardy  berries ;  B( 
their  tat^te,  that  they  are  unworthy  of  the  acceptance  of  mai 
in  tlicir  make,  that  they  endure  the  extremost  severities  of  the  i 
furnish  the  feathered  tribe  with  a  standing  repast,  amidst  all  th' 
of  winter. 

Tlie  fir,  with  lier  silver  hark  and  shapely  cone ;  the  beech 
quivcrinjj  leaves  and  embowering  shade,  are  stately  ducomtious 
seats.  IJnt,  if  there  were  no  entangling  thickote,  no  prickly  tl 
would  the  farmer  procure  fences  so  closely  wattled,  or  so  stroi 
How  could  he  guard  the  scene  of  his  labours,  or  secure  hisvege 
from  the  flocks  and  the  herds — those  roving  plunderers,  whic 
no  treaty,  but  that  of  forcible  restraint ;  submit  to  no  laws,  but 
coercive  kind? 
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iheir  flight ;  or  else  arc  enclosed  in  a  springy  case,  wliich,  forcibly  bursting, 
dioots  and  spreads  them  on  every  side.  By  some  such  means  the  repro- 
Inicing  principle  is  disseminated,  the  universal  granary  is  filled,  and  the  uni- 
versal board  furnished.  The  buzzing  insect,  and  the  creeping  worm,  have 
C:h  his  bill  of  fare.  Each  enjoys  a  never-failing  treat,  equivalent  to  our 
^    est  venison,  or  to  "the  fat  of  kidneys  of  wheat*,"  Deut.  xxxii.  14. 

As  the  seeds  of  some  plants  are  most  artfully  scattered  abroad  when  ripe, 
seeds  of  otiiers  are  most  carefully  guarded  till  they  come  to  maturity ; 
by  both  contrivances,  every  species  is  not  barely  preserved,  but  in  a 
ler  eternised.     Some  are  lodged  in  the  centre  of  a  large  pulp,  which  is 
once  their  defence  and  their  nourishment.     This  we  find  exemplified  in  the 
fful  apple  and  the  juicy  pear.     Some,  besides  their  surrounding  pulp,  are 
loeed  in  a  thick  shell,  hard  and  impenetrable  as  stone.     We  cannot  pluck. 
eat  one  of  those  downy  peaches  or  encrimsoned  nectarines,  which  so 
itifully  emboss  the  wall,  without  finding  a  proof  of  this  precaution.     Cast 
ir  eye  upon  the  walnuts,  which  stud  the  branches  of  that  spreading  tree. 
»re  these  are  gatliered,  the  increase  of  the  cold,  and  the  emptiness  of  the 
>ns,  will  sharpen  the  appetite  of  the  birds.     To  secure  the  fine  kernel 
the  depredations  of  their  busy  assailing  bills,  it  is  fortified  with  a  strong 
losure  of  wood,  and  with  the  addition  of  a  disgustful  bitter  rind. 
If  grass  was  as  scarce  as  the  Guernsey  lily,  or  as  difficultly  raised  as  the 
licatc  tuberose,  how  certainly  and  how  speedily  must  many  millions  of 
ipeds  ])erish  with  famine  !      Since  all  the  cattle  owe  their  chief  subsist- 
to  this  vegetable,  by  a  singular  beneficence  in  the  divine  economy,  "  it 
iteth  not,"  like  the  corn-field  and  the  garden-bed,  for  the  annual  labours  of 
I,  Mic.  V.  7.       When  once  sown,  though  ever  so  frequently  cropped,  it 
ives  with  the  returning  season,  and  flourishes  in  a  kind  of  perennial  ver- 
It  covers  our  meadows,  diftiises  itself  over  the  plains,  springs  up  in 
glade  of  the  forest,  and  spreads  a  sideboard  in  the  most  sequestered 

Since  the  nutriment  of  vegetables  themselves  lies  hid  under  the  soP,  or  floats 
and  down  in  the  air ;  beneath,  they  plunge  their  roots  into  the  ground, 
disperse  every  way  their  fibrous  suckers,  to  explore  the  latent,  and  attract 
proper  nourishment ;  above,  they  expand  a  multitude  of  leaves,  which, 
— '  BO  many  open  mouths,  catch  the  rains  as  they  fall,  imbibe  the  dews  as 
key  distil,  and  transnut  them,  through  their  nice  orifices,  to  the  heart  of  the 
Mant,  or  the  lobes  of  the  fruit. 

■  I  have  touched  upon  the  insensible  creation,  and  pointed  out  the  care  of  a 
^ideacending  Providence,  exercised  over  these  lowest  formations  of  nature. 
Elie  animal  world,  Theron,  falls  to  your  share.  It  is  yours  to  descant  upon 
hoae  higher  orders  of  existence  ;  and  sliow  us  the  goodness  of  God  extending 
hi  indulgent  regards  to  them  and  their  interests,  as  tenderly,  as  officiously,  as 
k  hen  sprcadeth  her  wings  over  her  infant  brood. 
Tker.  Tiio  subject  is  in  good  hands.      Let  part  the  second  be  of  the  same 

•  A  sentence  rich  with  elegance!  such  as  would  have  shone  in  Pindar,  or  been  admired 
n  LfODginus.  Yet,  1  believe,  its  principal  beauty  consists  in  an  allusion  to  a  remarkable 
lewish  rite.  In  every  sacrifice,  the  fat  of  the  kidneys  was,  as  the  most  delicious  part  of 
he  victim,  set  apart  for  God,  and  consumed  on  his  altar.  Here  even  the  common  people 
mn  treated  like  the  Deity.  They  lay  under  no  restraint,  either  from  the  divine  prohi- 
iftioB,  or  the  scarcity  of  the  g:rain  ;  but  were  copiously  supplied,  and  freely  regalv^d  Uiein- 
slre9»  with  the  choicest  and  finest  part  of  this  first  and  best  of  \egeta\)Vc«. 


f-train  with  pai't  the  Bret,  niid  tliere  will  be  i 

Ejieftkcr.     As  to  uijsclfi  I  have  very. little  mclination  to  talk. 

car  i)[n'ii  and  attentive  to  your  diaconrse. 

Afp.  You  ]>ut  mo  ID  mind  of  tho  philosopher  who  prMiimed 
ture  on  the  art  nf  war  in  the  presence  of  Uanoibal.  But  hti 
was  voluntary,  mine  ie  constrained.  Since  you  enjoin  me  thj 
pass  from  the  vegetable  to  the  animal  world.  Here  we  shall 
no  individual  neglected.  The  superior  classes  want  no  dcmonst 
excellcat  accoiiipllshinents.  At  the  lirHt  glimpse,  they  challei 
hatioii,  they  command  our  applause.  Even  tlie  more  ignoble 
mated  existence  arc  most  wisely  circumstaneed,  and  most  libcn 

They  ail  generate  in  that  particular  seaeon  which  is  sure  tc 
with  a  stock  of  provision,  Butficient  both  fur  themselves  and  tl 
families.  Thi.'  sheep  yuan,  wh(4  there  is  a  profusion  of  nutrin 
on  the  soil,  to  fill  their  udders  and  create  milk  for  their  lainba. 
their  eggs,  and  hatch  their  young,  when  myriads  of  new-hom 
Bwarm  en  every  side  ;  so  that  the  caterer,  whether  it  be  the  1 
parent,  needs  only  to  alight  on  the  ground,  or  make  a  httle  cxc 
air.  and  they  lind  a  fcaat  ready  dressed,  and  all  at  a  free  cost,  G 
mouths  at  liume. 

Their  love  to  their  ofispring,  while  they  continae  in  a  h< 
invincibly  strong ;  whereas,  the  very  moment  they  are  able  to  \ 
sclviM  ;  whin  tlie  parental  affection  would  he  attended  with  mi 
anil  ]<r'>durtivi'  of  no  advantage,  it  vanishes,  as  though   it  hac 
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rify  the  sbcpherd,  and  keep  the  schoolboy  at  a  trembling  distance.  Some 
heir  little  household  from  view,  ainidst  the  shelter  of  entangled  fbrzo ; 

remove  it  from  reach,  in  the  centre  of  a  thorny  thicket ;  and,  by  one 
5cm  or  another,  they  arc  generally  as  secure  and  unmolested  in  their 

habitations,  as  the  foxes,  which  intrench  themselves  deep  in  the  eartli, 
;hc  conies,  which  retire  to  the  rock  for  their  citadel,  Prov.  xxx.  26. 
he  swan  has  large  sweeping  wings,  and  a  copious  stock  of  feathers,  to 
I  over  her  callow  brood,  the  wren  makes  up,  by  contrivance,  what  is 
'nt  in  her  bulk.  Small  as  she  is,  she  intends  to  bring  forth,  and  will  be 
d  to  nurse  up,  a  very  numerous  issue.  Therefore,  with  the  correctcst 
lent  she  designs,  and  with  indefatigable  assiduity  finishes,  a  nest  proper 
r  purpose.  It  is  a  neat  rotund,  lengthened  into  an  oval,  bottomed  and 
kI  with  a  regular  concave.  To  preserve  it  from  rain,  it  has  several  coat- 
»f  moss ;  to  defend  it  from  cold,  it  has  but  one  window,  and  only  a 

door ;  to  render  it  both  elegant  and  comfortable,  it  has  carpets  and 
igs  of  the  softest  finest  down.  By  the  help  of  this  curious  mansion, 
;tle  lady  becomes  the  mother  of  multitudes.  The  vivifying  heat  of  hor 
IS,  during  the  time  of  incubation,  exceedingly  augmented.      Her  house 

an  oven,  and  greatly  assists  in  hatching  her  young ;  which  no  sooner 
the  shell,  than  they  find  themselves  screened  from  the  annoyance  of  the 
er,  and  most  agreeably  reposed,  amidst  the  ornaments  of  a  palace,  and 
umth  of  a  bagnio, 
baps  we  have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  insects  as  so  many  rude 

of  creation,  and  to  rank  them  amongst  the  refuse  of  things ;  whereas, 
3xamine  them  without  prejudice,  and  with  a  little  attention,  they  will 
"  some  of  the  most  polished  pieces  of  divine  workmanship.  Many 
ire  decked  with  a  profusion  of  finery.  Their  eyes  are  an  assemblag. 
^roscopes,  whose  nicchanism  is  inconceivably  nice,  and  finished  in  the 
t  perfection.  Their  dress  has  all  the  variety  and  lustre  of  colours ;  it 
with  an  arrangement  of  the  most  brilliant  gems,  and  bordered  with 
}  richer  far  than  the  most  costly  silks.  Their  wings  are  the  finest 
sions  imaginable ;  cambric  is  mere  canvass,  and  lawn  is  coarse  as  sack- 
compared  with  those  inimitable  wobs.      The  cases  wliich  enclose  their 

glitter  with  the  most  glossy  varnish ;  are  scooped  with  ornamental 
;s  ;  are  studded  with  radiant  spots  ;  or  pinked  with  elegant  holes.  Not 
nong  them  but  are  equipped  with  weapons,  or  endued  with  dexterity, 

qualify  them  to  seize  their  prey,  or  escape  their  foe ;  to  despatch  the 
ss  of  their  respective  station,  and  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  their  particular 
ion. 
»r  I  am  in  a  talking  humour,  give  me  leave  to  celebrate  the  endow- 

and  assert  the  honours  of  my  puny  clients ;  yet  not  so  much  to  sup- 
leir  credit,  as  to  magnify  their  all-gracious  Creator.  "What  if  the  elephant 

;e  common  fly,  for  instance  ;  who  is  surrounded  with  a  multitude  of  dangers,  and 
ther  strength  to  resist  her  enemies,  nor  a  place  of  retreat  to  secure  herself.  For 
■eason,  she  had  need  to  be  very  vigilant,  and  always  upon  her  guard.  Yet  her  head 
ed,  that  it  i.s  incapable  of  turning,  in  order  to  observe  what  passes  either  behind  or 
her.  Providence  therefore,  surprisingly  wise  in  its  contrivances,  and  equally  boun- 
its  gifts,  has  furnished  her,  not  barely  with  a  retinue,  but  with  more  than  a  legion 
Insomuch,  that  a  single  fly  is  supposed  to  be  mistress  of  no  less  than  eight 
id,  every  one  of  which  is  lined  with  a  distinct  optic  nerve.  By  means  of  this  costlj 
izing  apparatus,  the  little  creature  Bees  on  every  side,  with  the  utmost  ease,  and 
itantaneous  speed  ;  even  without  any  motion  of  the  eye,  or  any  flex.lun  of  the  iMfiilL- 
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18  (listinpiii^lKMl  I»y  a  liii^o  probosctd  ?     His  meanest  relations  of  tlie  repfik 
line  an^  fiimibliiMl  with  curious  anteniia> ;  n*inarka1ilc,  if  not  for  their 
nious  ni:i<rnitu(U\  vi't  for  tlioir  ready  flexibility  and  acute  sensation,  by 
they  ('X])l(»ri>  tlicir  way  even  in  the  darkest  road ;  tliey  discover  and 
whatever  niiirht  drfilc  their  neat  apparel,  or  endanger  their  tender  lives. 

Every  one  admires  that  majes^tic  creature  the  horse  ;  his  gracc^ful  head,  ad 
am]»le  ehtst ;  Wm  archiujr  nirk,  autl  ilowiug  mane  ;  his  cleanly- tumiMl  Wvk^ 
and  fiue1y-ailju::ited  l^c)tion^>.     With  extraordinary'  agility   he  fliugs  liinaeK 
over  the  ditrh  ;  and   with   a  ra]iid  caret*r  puurn  himself  througli  the  plaii. 
AVith  unwearied  ap]»Iieation  he  carries  his  ri<ler  from  one  end  of  the  couDby 
to  another;  and,  with  undaunted  bravery,  nishes  into  the  fiercest  ragf, ai 
amidst  the  thickest  havuc  of  the  battle.      Yet  the  grasshopper  springs  with  a 
bound  altngi>ther  as  brisk,  if  not  more  impetuous.    The  ant,  in  proportion  to  ill:] 
nisse,  is  e<|ually  nimble,  e«pially  stroug ;  and  will  elind*  prmpices  which themoit' 
eouragn)Ui  courier  dan^  not  attempt  to  si*ale.  If  the  snail  is  slower  in  hcriMK 
tions.  she  is  under  no  necessity  of  t Heading  back  the  gnmnd  which  shcliaspaani 
^becausi'  her  house  is  part  of  her  travelling-equipage,  and  whenever  she  d^ 
parts,  she  is  >t ill  under  her  own  r<K)f;  wherever  she  removes,  is  always  at  lumifc 

The  engle,  it  is  trui\  is  ])rivilegi'd  with  pinions  that  outstrip  tlie  wind; 
elevated  on  which,  she  lixiks  down  (»n  all  that  soars,  and  sees  flying  cloudi^ 
antl  stniiuiug  winu'*,  far  In-low ;  her  optic  nerve  so  strong,  that  it  meets  aid 
sustaius  the  dazzling  brams  of  noon  ;  her  wide-surveying  glance  sti  keeD,tbit, 
from  tho^e  toweriui:  hei^rhts,  it  discerns  the  smallest  fish  which  skulks  at  tin 
bottom  of  the  river.  Yet  neither  is  that  poor  outcast,  the  grovelling  aw 
gloomy  mole,  disreganled  by  divine  Provi«lence.  Because  she  is  to  dig  a  cd 
in  the  earth,  and  dwell,  as  it  wen',  in  a  ]>er]K*tual  dungeim,  her  paws  wen\ 
her  for  a  jueknxj^  and  a  spade.  Her  eye,  or  rather  her  visual  speck,  is  sunk  deq 
into  a  soeket,  that  it  may  Nuifer  no  injury  from  her  nigged  situation  :ii 
retpiires  but  a  very  seanty  eoinmunication  of  light,  that  she  may  have  n 
reason  to  eoin])Iaiu  of  her  darkling  abode.  I  called  her  subterranean  habita 
ti<m  a  duugefiu  ;  :iud  some  peo])le,  perha])S,  may  think  it  a  grave;  but  1 
revoke  the  e\|iressi<ui.  It  yields  her  all  the  safety  of  a  fortified  castle,  anc 
all  the  delight  of  a  decoratid  grotto. 

Kven  the  spiihr,  though  abhorred  by  mankind,  is  evidently  the  care  of  afl* 
sustaining  Heaven.  She  is  to  live  upon  plunder  ;  to  support  herself  bytn- 
panning  the  idle,  iusignifieant,  sauntering  fly.  Suitably  to  such  an  occupa- 
tion, sill'  ])ossL'sses  a  bag  of  glutinous  moisture.  From  this  she  spins  a 
clammy  thri'ad,  and  weaves  it  into  a  tenacious  net.  Kxpertas  any  practised 
sportsman,  she  ahvays  sj)reads  it  in  the  most  0]>])ortune  places.  Sensible  tlut 
her  a]>peaninee  would  create  horror,  and  deter  the  pny  from  approaehinj:  tlic 
snare,  wlien  watching  for  sport  s-lie  retires  from  sight ;  but  constantly  kif|S 
within  distance,  so  as  to  receive  the  very  lirst  intelligence  of  what  pas>cs  in 
the  toils,  and  be  ri'ady  to  launch,  without  a  moment's  delay,  u]>on  the  strug* 
gling  ca]»tive.  And  what  is  very  observable,  when  wint*?r  chills  the  world 
and  no  more  insects  randde  amidst  the  air,  f(»rseeing  that  her  labour  would  b 
vain,  she  discontinues  her  work,  and  abandons  her  stand. 

I  nnist  by  no  means  fori^et  the  little  monarch v  which  inhabits  the  hiv« 
Tlie  bees  are  to  Kubsist,  not  as  a  lawless  banditti,  but  as  a  regular  community 
It  is  theirs  to  <*ani  a  decent  liveliho<Kl  by  hoiii^t  industry,  not  to  glut  then 
selves  with  carnage,  or  enrich  themselves  by  rapine.      For  which  reason  the 
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re  actuated  by  an  invariablo  inclination  to  society.  Tlicy  possess  tlie  truest 
otions  of  domestic  economy,  and  have  enacted  the  wisest  laws  for  political 
oremment.  Their  indulgent  Creator  has  made  them  a  present  of  all  neccs- 
juy  implements,  both  for  constructing  their  combs,  and  for  composing  their 
,oney.  They  have  each  a  portable  vessel,  with  which  they  bring  home  their 
oUected  sweets ;  and  they  all  have  the  most  commodious  storehouses,  in 
rfaich  they  deposit  their  delicious  wares.  Tliough  made  for  peacCj  they  know 
low  to  use  the  sword.  They  can  take  up  arms  with  the  utmost  resolution 
nd  intrepidity,  when  arms  are  requisite  to  guard  their  wealth  or  repel  their 
[ie&  Without  going  through  a  course  of  botany,  they  can  readily  distinguish 
very  plant  which  is  most  likely  to  yield  the  materials  proper  for  their  busi- 
lesB.  Without  serving  an  apprenticeshij)  in  the  laboratory,  they  are  com- 
ilete  practitioners  in  the  art  of  separation  and  refinement.  Tliey  are  aware, 
viihont  borrowing  their  information  from  an  almanack,  that  the  vernal 
(leams,  and  summer  suns,  continue  but  for  a  season.  Mindful  of  this  admo- 
lition,  they  improve  to  the  utmost  every  shining  hour ;  and  lay  up  a  stock 
f  balmy  treasures,  suificient  to  supply  the  whole  state,  till  the  blossoms  oi^en 
ficsh,  and  their  flowery  harvest  returns. 

Let  the  peacock  boast,  if  he  pleases,  his  elegant  top-knot  and  lofty  mien  ; 
lis  neck  adorned  with  varying  dyes,  and  his  train  be8i)angled  with  a  round 
if  stars.  Yet  let  him  know,  that  the  despised  butterfly,  and  even  the 
oathed  caterpillar,  display  an  attire  no  less  sumptuous,  and  wear  ornaments 
iltogcther  as  genteel,  if  not  quite  so  magnificent.  Docs  beauty  sit  in  state 
m  that  lordly  bird  ?  She  shines  in  miniature  on  the  vulgar  insect.  Is  the 
ilaster  of  this  lower  creation  ennobled  with  the  powers  of  reason  ?  Tho 
meanest  classes  of  sensitive  existence  are  endued  w^ith  the  faculty  of  instinct ; 
wbich  gives  them  a  sagacity  that  is  neither  derived  from  observation,  nor 
mits  for  the  finishings  of  experience ;  which,  without  a  tutor,  teaches  them 
lH  necessary  skill,  and  enables  them,  without  a  pattern,  to  perform  every 
needful  operation ;  and,  what  is  far  more  suq^rising,  never  misleads  them, 
ritiier  into  erroneous  principles  or  pernicious  practices ;  never  fails  them,  in 
die  nicest  and  most  arduous  of  their  undertakings. 

Can  you  have  patience  to  follow  me  if  I  step  into  a  diiferent  element,  and 
jni  visit  the  watery  world?  Not  one  among  the  innumerable  myriads 
wliich  swim  the  boundless  ocean,  but  is  watched  over  by  that  exalted  eye 
ivliose  smiles  irradiate  the  heaven  of  heavens.  Not  one  but  is  supported  by 
tint  almighty  hand,  which  crowns  angels  and  archangels  with  glory.  Tho 
condescending  God  has  not  only  created,  but  beautified  them.  JIq  has  given 
the  most  exact  proportion  to  their  shape,  the  gayest  colours  to  their  skin,  jind 
a  polished  smoothness  to  their  scales.  The  eyes  of  some  are  surrounded  with 
a  scarlet  circle  ;  the  back  of  others  is  diversified  with  crimson  stains.  View 
them  when  they  glance  along  the  stream,  or  while  they  are  fresh  from  their 
native  brine,  and  the  burnished  silver  is  not  more  bright,  the  radiant  rainbow 
is  scarce  more  glowing,  than  their  vivid,  glistering,  glossy  hues. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  finery  of  their  apparel,  we  are  under  painful 
apprehensions  for  their  welfare.  How  can  the  poor  creatures  live  amidst 
the  suffocating  waters  ?  As  they  have  neither  hands  nor  feet,  how  can  they 
help  themselves,  or  how  escape  their  enemies  ?  We  are  soon  freed  from  our 
faus  by  observing  that  they  all  possess  the  beneficial,  as  well  as  ornamental 
hnutnro  of  fins.     Tliese  when  expanded,  like  masts  above,  and  ballast  below, 


...^  l»t'rsons,  As})a>?io,  havi^  t 
and  spirit  to  j»*jniK'  to])ics.      I  cannot  but 
your  (liscoiirso,  though  it  doscenils  to   tl 
ilurtions  of  nature.  —  To  make  such  phih 
province  ;  to  athl  the  religious  iniproven: 
present  are  wholly  taken  up  with  the  co. 
eoiiSDCss.       I  can  hardly  turn  my  views  » 
subject.     All  those  amiable  appearances  < 
was  wont  to  contemplate  with  rapture,  afFo 
my  mind.     Till  my  interci^t  in  this  divine  I 
may  bloom,  the  summer  shine,  and  autumn 
winter,  cheerless,  gloomy,  desolate  winter  in 

Asp.  You  say,  Theron,  you  attended  to 
own  superior  discernment   could  not  but  ]'. 
exterior  world  is  adjusted  in  the  most  excelle 
tho  coarsest  piece  of  inactive  matter  but  ben 
fashioning  skill.     Not  a  single  creature,  how*( 
evident  demonstrations  of  liis  providential  care, 
liberal,  to  all  that  breathes,  and  all  that  has  a 

Let  mc  only  ask  : — and  to  introduce  this  q 
priety,  to  give  it  a  more  forcible  energy  on 
design  of  the  preceding  remarks ; — let  mc  a 
■  oxen  ?"  1  Cor.  ix.  9.  Is  he  a  generous  bonef 
to  tlie  lowest  reptiles  ?  Are  his  munificent 
and  Youclisafcd  oven  to  the  most  worthless  v* 
withheld  from  you,  my  dear  friend,  and  from  i 
numberless  productions  which  tread  the  groun 
wants  any  convenience  that  is  proper  for  its  ri 
heavenly  Father  deny  Theron  what  is  so  ne( 
and  his  final  happiness  ?     Impossible  ! 

Ther.  I  wish  (or  i—^ 
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Consider  those  stately  poppies,  wliicli  arc  now  the  principal  ornament  of 
lie  garden.  They  have  no  tongue  to  request  ilie  least  favoitr.  Yet  the 
jfTer-gracioiis  Maker  clothes  them  from  his  own  wardrobe,  and  decks  them 
^th  exquisite  beauty. — Observe  the  young  ravens,  which  sit  carelessly 
noaking  on  yonder  boughs.  Do  they  cry  for  food  ?  Psal.  cxlvii.  9.  It  is 
n  hoarse  inarticulate  accents:  yet  the  all-supporting  God  overlooks  their 
gnoirance ;  hears  meaning  in  their  noise ;  and  supplies  their  every  need  from 
118  own  spontaneous  bounty.  If  he  accommodates  the  former,  though 
Sftcapable  of  asking ;  if  he  attends  to  the  latter,  though  insensible  of  their 
benefactor ;  can  he  disregard  our  pressing  wants  ?  will  he  reject  our  earnest 
petitions  ?  especially  when  we  seek  such  pure  and  exalted  gifts,  as  it  is  both 
tiis  delight  and  his  honour  to  bestow. 

O !  my  friend,  look  abroad  into  universal  nature,  and  look  away  every 
Ssquieting  thought. 

Ther.  Did  you  inquire  what  pretence  I  have  for  this  desponding  temper  ? 
Alas !  I  have  more  than  a  pretence.  I  have  reason ;  a  reason  too  obvious— 
my  great  unworthiuess ! 

Atp,   Pray,  where  was  the  worthiness  of  the  stifineckcd  Israelites  ?     Yet 

the  Lord  ^*  bare  them,  and  carried  them,  all  the  days  of  old,"  Isa.  Ixii.  9. 

"Where  was  the  worthiness  of  Saul  the  blasphemer  ?     Yet  the  blessed  Jesus 

made  him  a  chosen  vessel,  and  set  him  as  a  signet  on  his  right  hand.     You 

deserve  nothing  at  the  hand  of  God  our  Saviour :  neitlier  did  Joseph's 

brethren  deserve  any  kindness  from  the  viceroy  of  Egypt.     Yet  he  delivered 

ftfaem  from  famine,  who  sold  him  to  slavery ;  he  settled  them  in  the  choicest 

territories,  who  cast  him  into  the  horrible  pit.     He  nhowed  himself  a  friend 

aad  a  father  to  those  unnatural  relations  who  were  his  actual  betrayers,  and 

hii  intentional  murderers.     And  can  you  persuade  yourself,  will  you  harbour 

ft  mupicion,  that  Christ  is  less  compassionate  than  Joseph  ?     Shall  a  frail 

mortal  outvie  Emmanuel  in  beneficence  ? 

Ther.  Is  not  some  righteousness  of  our  own  indispensably  required,  in 
cdcr  to  our  participation  of  the  righteousness  of  Clirist  ? 

A9p,  Yes,  such  a  righteousness  as  the  Samaritan  woman  (John  iv.  18.) 
and  Zaccheus  the  publican  possessed ;  or  such  as  the  Philippian  jailor  and 
the  profligate  Corinthians  might  boast,  1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  Zaccheus  was  a 
Ban  of  infamous  character,  and  chief  among  the  extortioners.  The  jailor 
▼as  a  barbarous  persecutor,  and  in  purpose  a  self-murderer.  Yet  our  Lord 
nji  of  the  former,  "  Tliis  day,"  without  enjoining  any  course  of  previous 
preparation,  ''  is  salvation  come  to  thine  house,"  Luke  xix.  9.  St.  Paul 
directs  the  latter,  without  insisting  upon  any  antecedent  righteousness,  ^^  to 
believe  upon  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;"  and  assures  the  poor  alarmed  sinner  that 
IB  BO  doing  he  should  "  be  saved,"  Acts  xvi.  31. 

So  that  nothing  is  required  in  order  to  our  participation  of  Christ  and  his 
benefits,  but  a  conviction  of  our  need,  a  sense  of  their  worth,  and  a  willing- 
ness to  receive  them  in  the  appointed  way ;  receive  them  as  the  freest  of 
gifts,  or  as  a  matter  of  mere  grace.  "  Come  and  take  freely,"  He  v.  xxii.  17j 
w  ow  Master  s  language  ;  without  staying  to  acquire  any  graceful  qualities, 
ifl  his  meaning. 

TkfT.  Surely,  to  come  without  any  holiness,  without  any  decent  prepara- 
tive, must  be  a  gross  indignity  to  the  divine  Jesus.  Whoever  presents  a 
petition  to  any  eartlily  sovereign,  will  think  it  absolutely  necessary  not  t'^ 
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appear  in  a  slovenly  diqlmbille,  mooh  le«  in  filttij  naimnL  iHlfaJ^Afe 
Loitl  liiinsclf,  in  the  parable  of  the  wedding  gument,  ineakata  this  vtt^  jMtt^ 
Bud  caution  lis  ngainst  a  presumptuous  appnooh  ? 

Atp.  In  thu  parable  yuu  mention,  Chriet  is  both  the  biideginnn,  the  feial^ 
and  the  weddinc;  garment,  Mattl).  xzii.  11.  And  who  ue  innted  ibtm, 
union  wit))  tlli^)  bridegroom  7  to  be  gueeta  at  this  fetttt  to  be  wrmffA  wiA 
this  wedding  frarment  ?  Tlic  messengers  are  sent,  not  to  the  mnnmon-hanKS 
Df  the  rich,  or  the  palaces  of  tlie  mighty,  but  to  the  highways  and  hedgA; 
xrtierc  misery  mourns,  iind  poverty  pines,  and  basenees  hides  her  hand.  71) 
nrhom  i:3  their  mt-ssiige  iiddrcssed?  To  tlie  pof.r,  tljc  iii:iirii'"l,  lli--  lialt.  tlit 
Wnd,  Luke.xiv.  21  ;  pL'racina  who  have  no  aniiablo  or  rr'-oiiiinrniiin^^r  cnilow- 
menta,  but  every  loathsome  and  disgustful  property.  Yet  these  (mark  Oh 
[lassage,  my  dear  friend ;  mark  well  the  encouraging  circuniBtanee),  th<!K  m 
Hot  ouiy  not  forbidden,  but  entreated,  importuned  ;  and  by  all  the  arts  of  ^^ 
uiasion,  by  every  weighty  or  winning  motive,  compelled  to  come  in.  Ami 
>fter  all  tlii^  surely,  it  eauuot  bo  an  act  of  presumption  to  accept,  but  nmel 
)o  a  breach  of  duty  to  refuae,  the  invitation. 

Ther,  You  take  no  notice  of  the  man  who  was  found  without  a  wedding 
^rment,  wliicli  is  by  fitr  the  moat  alanuing  incident,  and  that  wlucfa  givH 
lie  no  Hmall  iineasineiis. 

A»p.  KwA  does  my  Theron  take  proper  notice  of  the  divine  doclarjitioii  I 
'  I  have  prepared  my  dinner,"  saya  the  King  eternal.  "  All  thing*  in 
■I'itdy,"   JTattli.   xxii.   ■}.      "  A\'batcver   is   necessary  for  the  jostificntion,  the 
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I  ?     It  describes  the  gospel  as  a  will  or  testament*,  Ilcb.  ix.  16,  17  ;  and 
8  glorious  blessings,  as  legacies  bequeath ed  by  the  dying  Jesus.     When 
old  acquaintance  Charicles  left  you  a  handsome  legacy,  what  did  you 
)  establish  your  title,  and  make  it  your  own  ? 

hi'r.  My  title  was    pre-established    by  ray  friend's  donation.      I    had 
ing  to  do  but  to  claim,  to  accept,  and  to  possess. 

fp.  Do  the  very  same  in  the  j)re8cnt  case.  They  who  believe  are  heirs, 
•ubted  "heirs,  of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith,"  Heb.  xi,  7.  Surely 
cannot  suppose  that  Clirist's  kindness  is  less  sincere,  or  that  Christ's 
tions  are  less  valid,  than  those  of  an  earthly  testator. 
'^T.  This  illustration  hardly  reaches  the  point.  I  speak  not  of  doing 
liing  by  way  of  merit,  but  by  way  of  qualification. 
y>.  If  there  be  any  qualification,  I  think  it  is  our  extreme  indigence. 
iiuU'ed  it  will  be  proper  to  have  ;  and  this,  I  presume,  you  are  not  with- 

Other  qualification,  neither  reason  prescribes  nor  Scripture  requires. 
Keason  prescribes  no  other." — The  gifts  of  the  great  eternal  Sovereign 
intended,  not  to  recognise  our  imagiuary  worth,  but  to  aggrandise  our 
8  of  his  mercy  and  graco.     To  answer  such  a  design,  the  unworthy  and 
iinners  are  duly  qualified  ;  nay,  are  the  only  qualified  persons. 
Scripture  requires  no  other." — The  ever-merciful  Saviour  says  not,  They 
mqualified  for  my  merits ;  they  have  no  valuable  or  noble  acquirements, 
this  is  his  tender  complaint :    "  They  will  not  come  to  me," — just  as 
are — with  all  their  sins  about  them,  with  all  their  guilt  upon  them — 
it  they  may  have  life,"  John  v.  40.     Pray  take  notice  of  this  text,  and 
will  see  things  placed  in  a  new  light,  ranged  in  a  new  order.     Sanctifica- 
heaven ly-mindedness,  and  a  victory  over  our  lusts,  are  not  so  much  the 
ities  which  he  requires,  as  the  blessings  which  he  will  confer. 
her,  "  The  unworthy  and  sinners  the  only  qualified  !"     Of  this  exprefl- 

1  cannot  but  take  particular  notice.  Then  Judas  should  stand  in  the 
rank  of  qualified  persons ;  and  the  devout  centurion,  "  whose  prayers 
alms  had  come  up  as  a  memorial  before  God,"  was  thereby  unqualified 
lie  favour  of  heaven. 

ip.  If  you  observed  my  expression,  I  spoke  in  the  hypothetical  manner ; 

2  a  supposition  rather  than  advanced  an  assertion.  If  there  be  any 
ilication,  this  is  the  only  one.  But,  strictly  speaking,  there  is  no  such 
r.  The  impulsive  or  inclining  cause  of  all  God's  favour  shown,  of  all 
s  goodness  exercised,  is— from  the  creature?  No;  but  from  himself, 
elf  alone.  "  He  has  mercy,"  not  because  this  or  that  person  is  amiable, 
.^ot,  or  qualified,  but  "  because  he  will  have  mercy."     And  as  for  our 

of  mercy  and  reconciliation,  arising  from  our  sinfulness,  this  can  no 
'  constitute  a  real  qualification  for  the  blessings,  than  an  act  of  rebellion 
qualify  for  the  first  honours  of  the  state. 

'bis  notion  not  only  runs  throu(;1i  the  Scriptures,  but  stands  conspicuous  even  in  their 
>a«;e.—  What  are  they  called  ?  The  Old  and  The  New  Testament.  What  is  a  testament  ? 
ithcntic  deed,  in  which  estates  are  transmitted,  and  legacies  bequeathed.  In  other 
ncnts,  some  earthly  possession  ;  in  this,  the  heavenly  patrimony,  even  all  the  riches 
ice,  and  the  everlasting  inheritance  of  glory.  Did  we  consider  the  Scriptures  in  this 
it  would  be  a  most  engaging  invitation,  to  search  them  with  assiduity  and  pleasure, 
child  is  willing  to  continue  ignorant  of  a  deceased  parent's  last  will  and  testament  ? 
does  sot  covet  to  know,  what  honours,  hereditaments,  and  wealth  devolve  to  his 
ment,  by  such  an  interesting  and  venerable  conveyance  ? 
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But  tliis  wo  [DU3t  allow,  tliat  such  need,  such  mimrj,  mch  titifiilnuB, 
illustrate  tlto  frcencss,  and  manifest  the  rictim  of  gnu^c  Ad<)  thin  wir  ulimilit 
Dcvei  forget,  that  God'a  first  atid  leadiug  purjiose,  in  nil  Iiis  fovoiinible 
dispeneations  to  fallen  mnn,  ia  to  demonHtmte  tlie  Eovcrcipity,  and  adTnatv 
the  glory  of  Uis  grace.  The  Lord,  promUin^  a  very  extraordinary  drlitvraiiM 
to  Israel,  snys,  "  Not  for  your  sakes,  be  it  known  unto  yod,  do  I  t)i!s  "  (Sxek. 
xxxvi.  33,)  signal  act  of  kindness.  "What  then  is  tho  inducement  1  We 
find  it  in  the  following  declaration :  "  I,  rifcn  I,  am  He  that  Llottrth  nM 
your  trausgrcsaious,  for  tny  own  sake  ",  and  aoi-ording  to  llio  gooi)  pleuute 
of  my  will,"  Isii.  xliii.  25.  VThat  is  the  pud  of  all  ?  "  It  is  for  the  jinu*  tt 
the  glory  of  his  grace,"  Eph,  i.  8.  A  proper  motto  tbia  for  all  the  di^pli^ 
of  divine  goodness  to  sinful  men.  It  Kaa  been  inscribed  by  the  hand  oftndh 
and  iuspiration.  Time  and  etenuty,  instead  of  erasing  the  lines,  will  aaiy 
stamp  tlicm  deeper,  and  open  them  wider. 

Tier.  This  ia  audi  a  gift !  To  bo  interested  in  all  thf  merits  of  dirietl 
to  have  hia  immaculate  rigliteouanegG  imputed  to  my  etml  \  So  that  bm 
henceforth  there  ahaU  he  no  fear  of  condemnation,  but  a  corof  irtahlr  mja^ 
mcnt  of  freest  love,  and  a  delightful  expectation  of  coniplcti-Ht  glory  1 

Ayi.  If  this  rich  donation  snrpaes  your  very  thoughts,  and  fill  you  wilh 
grateful  ostouiahmcnt,  it  ia  so  much  the  better  adapted  to  display  what  the 
Scripture  Tery  emphatically  styles  the  "■  abundant,"  the  "  supcmbundul,* 
the  "  extecding  abundant  t,"  grace  of  our  God.  Ood  hath  pleasure  io  Hk 
prosperity  of  hia  aervants.  He  u  a  boundless  ocean  of  love  ;  ever  fluwin^- 
yet  absolutely  ineihauatible,     See!  what  an  innumembb  variety  of  benefit! 


DTALOOrE    XV.  309 

18  convinced  of  sin,  and  the  heart  desirouis  of  a  Saviour.  And  as  for  worthi- 
ness, this  is  as  much  disavowed  by  the  go8]>el,  as  equivocal  generation  *  is 
exploded  by  tho  discoTerics  of  our  improved  philosophy. 

Nay,  further,  this  notion  is  diametrically  contrary  to  the  gospel,  and  totally 
nbTeiuvc  of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

TJker.  In  what  respect  ? 

Aip.  Because  it  would  make  our  own  duty  and  obedience  the  terms; 
whereas  tlie  terms  were  Christ's  suffering,  and  Christ's  obcilience.  These 
ate  the  hinge  on  which  that  great  transaction  turns,  and  on  which  ilie  hope 
of  the  world  hangs. 

TVUr.  Be  more  particular,  Aspasio. 

Awp,  Tlie  first  covenant  was  made  with  Adam,  for  himself  and  us.  Break- 
ing ity  he  lost  his  original  righteousness,  and  became  subject  to  death  ;  was 
aft  once  a  bankrupt  and  a  rebel.  Now  you  cannot  suppose,  that  the  Almighty 
If^esty  would  enter  into  a  fresh  covenant  with  an  insolvent  and  attainted 
cseature.  It  pleased,  therefore,  the  Second  Person  of  the  adorable  Trinity  to 
vndertake  our  cause,  to  become  our  Surety,  and  put  himself  in  our  stead. 
"With  him  tho  second  covenant  was  made,  lie  was  charged  with  the  per- 
jtannance  of  the  conditions ;  thereby  to  obtain  pardon  and  righteousness,  grace 
^oiy,  for  all  his  people.  ^^  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  Chosen 
Psalm  Ixzxix.  3,  is  the  language  of  the  Most  High.  And  the  terms 
(you  will  permit  mo  to  repeat  the  momentous  truth,)  not  your  worthi- 
or  mine,  but  the  incarnation,  the  obedience,  the  death  of  'God's  ever- 
UsiKd  Son. 

Tker»  Has  man  then  no  office  assigned,  no  part  to  act,  in  the  covenant  of 
? 

Aip.  He  has ;  but  it  is  a  part  which  my  friend  seems  very  loath  to  dis- 
«hsigc  His  part  is  to  accept  the  blessings,  fully  purchased  by  the  Saviour, 
mpA  freely  presented  to  the  sinner.  His  part  is,  not  to  dishonour  the 
Ssdeemer  s  gracious  interposition,  and  infinitely  sufficient  performance,  by 
Iwikering  after  any  merit  of  his  own.  His  part  (why  will  you  constrain 
to  reiterate  in  this  manner  ?)  is,  not  to  bring  money  in  his  hand,  with  tho 
brethren ;  but,  with  an  empty  hand,  and  like  an  impoverished  Lazarus, 
**to  take  hold  of  God's  covenant,"  Isa.  Ivi.  4. 

Tker,  If  this  be  the  nature  of  the  new  covenant,  I  must  confess  I  have 
Ivflierto  been  ignorant  of  the  gospel. 

dtp*  And  from  hence  arises  your  present  distress ;  from  hence  your  averse- 

mm  to  rcoeive  comfort.     You  are  a  philosopher,  Theron,  and  have  been 

'^scBstomed  to  examine  nicely  the  proportion  of  objects,  rather  than  to  weigh 

ttem  in  the  balance  of  the  sanctuary.     Here  you  find  all  proportion  swal- 

1^  loved  up  and  lost.     Tliis  quite  overthrows  all  your  conclusions  drawn  from 

"tte  fitness  of  things.     Here  roan  is  nothing,  less  tlian  nothing,  while  grace  is 

d  in  all.     And  should  wo  not,  however  imworthy  in  ourselves,  magnify  tho 

■  ^race  of  our  God  ? 

Tker,  Most  certainly. 

J$p.  How  can  this  be  done,   but  by  expecting  great  and  superlatively 

*  The  ancients  imagined,  that  many  vegetables  and  insects  were  ])roduced  by,  I  know  not 
^2jMt,  plastic  power  in  the  sun,  and  other  elements.     This  is  called  equivocal  generation. 
^■^ireaa  the  modem  philosophers  maintain,  that  every  individual  of  tliis  kind  derives  ila 
from  some  parent  vegetable  or  parent  animal.    This  is  styled  univocal  generation. 
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prciiinua  blese'mgs  from  liia  hand  ?  Alexander,  yon  know,  hud  a,  f&mniit  b 
indigent  pliilosophor  in  liis  court.  Onr  ndcpt  in  sc^iouci;  wss  iinii.'  partioitlaifj 
etraitciu'd  to  bis  circumstances.  To  whum  sliould  he  apply  liul  to  fii?  patnv, 
tiie  conqueror  of  the  world  'i  His  request  wiia  no  anoncr  murlr  tluu  granttdi 
Alexander  gives  him  a  commiBslon,  to  receive  of  his  tivasnivr  wliattTW  Ii 
wanted.  Ho  iuimcdiately  demands,  in  b!^  eowrtmgn'e  tuunu,  a  bi 
talents*.  I'be  treasurer,  surprised  at  Bo  largo  a  demand,  rclViaes  to  contiily; 
but  waits  upon  the  kin;.r,  and  repiesenta - tbe  nfikir;  adding  witbal, 
unreasonable  he  thought  tlie  petition,  and  how  oxorbitant  the  sum.  i 
andcr  boars  him  witb  patience ;  but,  aa  auun  oa  he  bad  ended  bia  rtmoti 
strancc,  replies :  "  Let  the  money  bo  instantly  paid.  I  am  delighted  «''* 
this  pbilosnpber's  way  of  thinking.  Heboedoncme  a  sin^larlianiiar;  i 
showed  by  the  largeness  of  his  request,  what  a  higb  idea  be  luu  caDceiTeJ 
both  of  my  superior  wealth  and  my  royal  miiniliennce." 

Thus,  my  dear  Tlieron,  let  ns  bononr  what  the  iiupired  penman  styles  **d 
marvellous  loving- kindness  of  Jchavab."  From  tbe  King,  "  wboae  name 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,"  kt  ua  expect — not  barely  what  corresponda  witk  « 
low  models  of  generosity,  mucli  Ics  what  we  suppose  propurtiunud  to  n 
fancied  deserts,  but  what  is  suitable  to  tbe  unknown  magnificenee  of  I 
name,  and  the  unbounded  bencvoliinco  of  bis  heart.  Then  wf  sball  dm 
fully  and  aasnredly  trust,  that  Cbrist  Jesns  will  l>e  "made  of  Gojtot 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  saueUtication,  and  redemption  :"  tirat  be  wh 
hath  given  himself  for  us,  Epii.  v.  2,  will  give  us  of  Ilia  Spirit,  JidmW.ll 
and  will  give  unto  us  eternal  life,  John  x.  S8. 

TAcT.   Yes,  upon  condition  that  we  figbt  tite  good  figbt,  &iid  finidl  m 
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glory.*  •  He  knows  yon  liave  neither  strength  nor  merit ;  therefore  he  will 
•Apply  your  want  of  both  from  his  own  unfathomable  fulness. 

Tknr,  Ah,  my  Aspasio  !  you  do  not  know  my  state.     I  have  not  only  no 

Want,  but  great  guilt ;  was,  by  nature,  a  child  of  wrath ;  have  been,  by 

;  fncticc,  a  slave  of  An ;  and  what  is  worse,  am  still  corrupt,  have  still  a 

cvnal  heart.     And  has  not  such  a  wretch  forfeited  all  title  to  the  divine 

bvonr  ?     Nay,  does  he  not  deserve  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire  ? 

Asp,  That  we  all  deserve  this  misery,  is  beyond  dispute.  I  am  truly  glad 
that  we  are  sensible  of  our  demerit.  Here  our  recovery  begins.  Now  we 
an  to  believe,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  has  satisfied  divine  justice  ;  has  paid  a 
glorious  price,  on  purpose  to  obtain  for  such  ill-deserving,  such  hell-desorving 
CTMtures,  all  pardon,  all  holiness,  and  everlasting  happiness.  According  to 
Ibe  import  of  that  charming  Scripture,  ''  When  we  were  enemies  (and  what 
is  there  in  an  enemy  to  bespeak  favour  or  deserve  benefits  ?)  we  were  recon- 
ciled to  God  by  tlie  death  of  his  Son,"  Rom.  v.  10. 

You  have  great  guilt.  But  is  this  a  reason  why  you  should  be  excluded 
hmn  the  blessings  of  the  covenant  ?  Contemplate  tlic  state  of  that  forlorn 
lad  wretched  outcast,  described  in  Ezekiel,  chap.  xvi.  An  infant  ^'  in  its 
»Iood  :"  this  represents  a  sinner,  who  has  nothing  to  excite  love,  but  all  that 
■uy  provoke  abhorrence.  Yet  what  says  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  ?  *'  When 
[  law  thee" — not  washed  and  purified,  and  made  meet  for  my  acceptance, 
birt — "polluted  in  thy  blood*;"  loathsome  with  defilement,  and  laden  with 
iauquity ;  then,  even  then,  "  I  said  unto  thee,  Live  :  I  spread  my  skirt  over 
feliee ;  and  thou  becamest  mine."  This  is  the  manner  of  his  proceeding,  not 
barely  to  one  nation,  but  to  all  his  people  ;  not  in  one  period  of  time  only, 
bvl  through  all  generations. 

You  are  still  corrupt,  one  that  is  sensible  of  his  corruption,  and  acknow- 
ledges his  sinfulness !  Tlien  you  arc  the  very  person  for  whom  the  Saviour's 
ri^teousness  is  intended ;  to  wliora  it  is  promised. — You  arc  a  governor  of 
county  hospital,  Theron.  You  have  been  iudustrioua  in  promoting,  and 
active  in  supporting  that  excellent  institution  ;  where  medicine  with  her 
ing  stores,  and  religion  with  her  heavenly  hopes,  act  as  joint  handmaids 
oharity.     What  are  the  circumstances  which  render  any  persons  the  proper 

for  an  admission  into  your  infirmary  ? 
Tker,  Tlieir  poverty  and  their  distemper.     Without  poverty,  they  would 
need ;  and,  free  from  distemper,  they  would  not  prize,  the  benefit  of  our 
im  Bethesda. 

Atp,  Apply  this  to  the  case  under  consideration.  The  whole  world  is  in 
imitate  of  spiritual  disorder.  Christ  is  styled  by  the  inspired  writer,  "the 
BEtfld  our  healer,"  Exod.  xv.  26.  The  gift  of  his  righteousness,  the  balm  of 
hm  blood,  and  the  infiuences  of  his  Spirit,  arc  the  sovereign  restorative.  And 
pue  it  cannot  be  a  fanciful  persuasion  of  our  health,  but  a  feeling  conviction 
{■four  disease,  which  renders  us  proper  objects  of  his  recovering  grace.  "  lie 
Hpuao  not  to  call  the  righteous,"  the  righteous  in  their  own  eyes,  "  but 
■""* — tBj"  Matth.  ix.  13,  self-condemned  and  ruined  sinners,  to  give  thorn 
ttance,  and  pardon,  and  newness  of  life. 


ij  •  The  words  are  peculiarly  emphatical ;  not  only  doubled,  but  redoubled ;  to  denote. 
W  ODce,  the  strangeness  of  the  lact,  yet  the  certainty  of  the  favour.     *'  When  I  pasjicd 
lathee,  aad  saw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  said  unto  thee  when  thou  wast  in  tbj 
'  Dod,  Live;  yea,  Isold  unto  thee  when  thou  wast  in  thy  blood,  Live,*'  £zek.  xvi.  6. 
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Tker.  But  if  any  focilbh  ond  tefmctory  patitinta  liave  atnM 
ficenco,  it  is  ti  atanding  unaltoroble  rule  of  tlio  house,  nover  to ) 
second  time,  however  prrseing  tlioir  exigencies,  or  however  p 
Tpcommtadpr.  I  have  not  onto  only,  but  through  the  whole  \ 
life,  nbiiaed  the  innrvdlous  loTing-kindneen  of  ttio  Lo^i. 

Aiip.  And  is  not  tlio  Lord  superior  to  nil  his  ereaturce,  in  a 
as  well  Its  of  giowor  ?  Yes,  as  those  hravens  arc  higher  than  ' 
tartli,  BO  nuic-h  nion"  enlnrgcd  and  pj:teni<ive  is  the  divine  ck 
the  widoft  sphere  of  human  kindness,  shall  I  soy?  rather  thai 
flights  <jf  liuiiinn  im.igi nation.  Your  statues  arP  incxomltle,  in 
notorious  irregularity  committe<I:  "  But  the  free  gift  of  a  Rod* 
eousncBs  is  vouchsafed,  notwithstanding  many  offences,  iint^ 
Rom.  V.  Ifi.  It  is  the  glory  of  our  almiglity  Buler,  and  red 
honour  of  his  erticiricd  Son,  to  pass  over  (Prov.  xis.  11),  not  a 
gresaion  only,  hnt  a  multitude  of  provocations  ;  to  be  altogether 
in  mercy,  as  he  is  absolutely  supreme  in  majesty. 

Aa  it  is  the  grossest  pride  to  entertain  high  notions  of  ourow 
ments,  or  to  expect  eternal  life  on  the  score  of  our  own  obcdicn 
bo  the  greatest  affront  to  the  grandenr  of  Christ's  merits,  and  I 
his  grace,  if  we  snjiposo  our  crimes  too  heinous  to  be  forgiven,  c 
too  vile  to  be  accepted. 

^Thcron  paused. — These  considerations  seemed  to  operate  ;  tl 
take  effect.  Desirous  to  improve  the  favourable  juncture,  an 
needed  consolation,  Aspasio  added  ;- — ] 

How  oftrn  did  tlic  inhabitants  of  ■lenisalem  disregard  tbe  ■* 


DIALOGUE  XV.  403 

lib  that  amiable  frankness  of  mien  and  accent,  which  is  so  peculiar  to  my 
icnd,  and  exceedingly  endears  all  his  favours,  you  told  him,  ^'  That  he  was 
»  welcome  to  any  book  in  your  study,  as  if  the  whole  collection  was  his  own  ; 
lat  if,  on  a  visit  from  some  acquaintance  of  superior  rank,  ho  should  wish 
»  bo  accommodated  with  a  more  delicate  entertainment  than  usual,  the  pro- 
actions  of  your  waters,  and  of  your  hot-beds,  were  entirely  at  his  service ; 
id  that  his  acceptance  of  your  offers,  without  the  least  shyness  or  reserve, 
vnld  be  the  most  pleasing  compliment  he  could  pay  you  on  the  occasion." 

What  saj's  the  great  Proprietor  of  all  good  ?  "  If  any  man,"  however 
■worthy  his  person,  or  obnoxious  his  character,  "  thirst," — thirst  for  the 
[casings  of  ray  evangelical  kingdom, — "  let  him  come  unto  me,"  the  fountain 
r  these  living  waters,  "  and  drink  his  fill,"  John  .vii.  37-  You  yourself 
dcnowledge  that  you  long  for  the  sacred  privileges  of  the  gospel.  Your 
Bart  is  awakened  into  habitual  and  lively  desires,  after  the  salvation  of 
hrist.  AVhat  is  this  but,  in  the  spiritual  sense,  to  thirst  ?  To  you,  there- 
re,  the  promise  is  made,  to  you  the  riches  of  this  benign  dispensation 
dong. 

Tliat  clergyman  has  not  the  least  sunpicion  of  being  disappointed,  in  case 
s  should  send  for  a  brace  of  carp  from  your  canal,  or  a  fine  melon  from 
Mir  garden.  Why  is  he  so  confident  ?  Because  he  has  done  you  any  signal 
irvicc?  No;  but  because  you  have  passed  your  word,  and  made  the 
merous  offer.  And  why  should  you  harbour  the  least  doubt  concerning 
M  divine  veracity  ?  Why  should  you  call  in  question  your  right  to  those 
javenly  treasures :  since  it  is  founded  on  a  grant  altogether  as  free,  altogether 
I  clear,  as  your  own  indulgent  concession,  and  infinitely  more  firm  than  any 
mian  engagement  ?  founded  on  the  fidelity  of  that  sublime  Being,  who 
remembi^rs  his  covenant  and  j>romise  to  a  thousand  generations." 

Ther,  It  is  impossible  to  confute,  yet  diihcult  to  believe,  what  you  urg<\ 

A9p,  AVliat  I  urge  is  not  the  voice  of  a  few  dubious  passages,  nicely  culled 
mn  the  book  of  God,  or  forcibly  wrested  by  the  interpretation  of  man. 
be  whole  tenor  of  inspiration  nins,  with  the  greatest  jierspicuity  and  the 
reatcst  uniformity,  in  this  delightful  strain.  Let  me,  out  of  a  multitude, 
toduce  another  express  from  the  court  of  heaven.  "  IIo  !  every  one  that 
lirstcth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  even  he  that  hath  no  money.  Come  ye,  buy 
ad  eat ;  yea  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  without  money  and  without  price," 
K.  Iv.  1.  Wine  and  milk  undoubtedly  signify  the  pardon  of  our  sins,  and 
le  justification  of  our  persons ;  the  communications  of  sanctifying  grace, 
■d  the  hope  of  eternal  glory.  These  are  nourishing  and  refreshing  to  the  soul, 
I  ndlk,  the  richest  of  foods,  and  as  wine,  the  best  of  cordials,  are  to  the 
ady.  These  you  see  are  to  be  obtained  "  without  money,  and  without 
lice,** — without  any  merit  of  our  own,  without  any  plea  deduced  fnmi.  our* 
ivcs — by  poor,  undone,  perishing  bankrupts.  They  are  to  be  enjoyed  by 
rery  one  who  unfeignedly  esteems  them,  and  humbly  seeks  them.  No 
loeption  is  made ;  no  excluHive  clause  added.  It  is  not  said,  any  one  that 
I  worthy,  but  "every  one  that  thirateth."  To  leave  no  room  for  any  mis- 
iving  apprehensions,  the  kind  invitation  is  repeated :  '*  Buy  and  eat ;  buy 
rine  and  milk."  The  invaluable  yet  free  tender  is  confirmed  again  and 
pun :  *'  He  that  hath  no  money — without  money — without  price."  Aw 
oih  are  pressed  upon  us  with  a  very  remarkable,  with  the  most  afiectional 
dwmence :  "  Come  ye ;  come  ye  ;  yea  come." 

i>  li  2 
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Hail  our  lieavonlj'  benefactor  permitted 
I  conveyance,  and  word  it  Recording  to 


to  draw  lip  ttiis  in>trvi 

1  wisli,  what  language  a 

I  t       d   t         It        ti    r  the  grant  more  free,  or  our  cluiin  more 

TA        Tl  1  <^      g  tnitlis.     They   amount    to   Uttic   less 

]  t    t  V    1  I    in      ady  to  declare,  ia  tho  langoage  of  A 

Al      St  tl       p  I    t  rn    t    commence  a  believer. 

A  f    A    \     Ij    mj    I        f  end,  why  not  altogtithcr!     Can  yon 

I  t       f  tl      d  overtorca  ?     If    the  overtures   arc  ret 
t  tl             q              M        Is        there  ia  more  than  on  overture :  yon  I 

t     1  g  f t  f  1       I       It    Majesty.     "  To  ub,"  says  the  prophet,  in 

II  tl    t        t  f     tl  1     pt  on  of  Christ,  nnd  the  consolation  of  !■ 
I  Id     b          I«3         (k        To  ua,"  he  re]>eatB  tho  precious  truth,  to 

1  brntj  dl       t     tho  absolute   certainty  of  the  thing  (■ 

13)  y  en  God's  own  Son,  the  cver-blcBsed  Jen 

p    p  t    t  ur  tj      ur  complete  redeemer. 

J    t       t     1    k    p  d     neat  lodge.     Though  placed  in  the  ceo 

spaeious  field,  it  seems  to  he  contiguous  with  the  extremity  of  the  Tisti 

eye,  travelling  oversueh  -i  length  of  ground,  has  almost  lost  the  windo 

till'  decent  ornaments  of  the  front.     But  I  shall  not  soon  lose  the 

that  ami;ilile  munificcnci',  which,  oa  I  was  rambling  one  pleasant  a 

and  aci'idciilly  raWM  ;U  tlie  house,  I  learned  from  its  present  owner.     1 

1  iind,  our  u(  yimr  .servants;  had  spent  several  yeara  in  your  family 

■<  settled  in  tlie  world,  you  bestowed  upon  him  that  commodioua  b 

pretty  adjacent  funii  ;  to  posaesa,  without    muleatation   or    control, 

estate,  by  Tirtue  of  your  doM 
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^  Tier,  The  gifts  of  tho  goepel,  I  suppose ;  pardon  of  sin,  tho  influences  of 
pb-Hdly  i^irit,  and  tliosc  other  privileges  of  Christianity,  which  constitute 
pi  pvetcnt  happiness  of  mankind,  and  prepare  them  for  future  bliss. 

jip.  You  rightly  judge.  And  for  whom  were  thoRC  royal,  those  heavenly 
IPkiCtiTes  received  ?  If  you  have  an  inclination  to  bestow  a  sword  set  with 
pIBimnlii,  a  finely  wrought  piece  of  plate,  or  an  exquisitely  finished  picture- 
Bit  names  present  themselves  to  your  thoughts  ?  what  persons  are  the 
PiBcfeB  of  your  choice  ?  Tlie  approvcil  friend,  or  distinguished  favourite,  I 
e  no  question.  But  for  whom  (let  mc  ask  again,  since  it  is  a  point  of 
last  importance)  were  those  heavenly  donatives  received  ? 
Tker,  Let  mo  recollect : — "  Thou  receivedst  gifts,"  not  for  fallen  angels, 
••for  men  ;**  and  not  for  thy  friends,  but  '/or  thy  "  enemies  ;"  yea,  "  for 
rebellions  also,"  Psal.  Ixviii.  18.  Merciful  heaven !  AVhat  a  word  is 
!  And  does  is  come  from  the  God  of  truth  ?  Gifts  !  divine  gifts  !  gifts 
nwpeakablc  value  and  eternal  duration !  and  these  to  be  conferred  on 
iea,  on  the  rebellious  !  wretches  who  are  destitute  of  all  gracious  quali- 
who  deserve  not  the  least  favour ;  but  have  reason  to  expect  the 
of  indignation,  and  the  sword  of  vengeance ! 
Jtp,  Thus  it  is  written  in  those  sacred  constitutions,  which  are  far  more 
and  unalterable  than  the  laws  of  the  Modes  and  Persians.  Thus  it 
en,  by  the  mouth  of  that  almighty  Being,  with  whom  there  is  no 
ness,  nor  the  least  shadow  of  turning.  Let  us  not,  my  dear  friend,  by 
lo  unbelief,  frustrate  all  these  promises,  and  reject  our  own  mercies. 
OS  not,  by  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  make  God  a  liar ;  and  make  our- 

of  all  creatures,  most  miserable, 
it  sec !  Tlie  clouds,  which  hung  their  agreeable  cables  to  damp  tho 
and  abate  the  glare  of  day,  are  departing.  Tlie  sun  has  been  colour- 
tfaeir  fleecy  skirts,  and  spreading  over  the  fioating  screen  a  variety  of 
ngcable  hues.  Now  he  begins  to  edge  them  with  gold,  and  shine  them 
nlYcr ;  a  sure  indication,  that  (like  the  glittering,  but  transitory  toys, 
they  represent)  they  will  soon  be  swept  from  the  horizon,  and  seen  no 
Tho  bright  orb,  while  we  are  speaking,  bursts  the  veil,  and,  from  a 
ous  pomp  of  parting  clouds,  pours  a  flood  of  splendour  over  all  tho 
of  nature.  Wo  shall  quickly  perceive  this  open  situation  too  hot  to  con- 
ii(  with  pleasure,  and  must  be  obliged  to  seek  for  shelter  in  the  shady  apart- 
jlmtfl  of  the  house. 
'   Will  you  admit  me,  Theron,  into  those  shady  apartments  ? 

TAer,  Admit  you,  Aspasio  !  I  am  surprised  at  you  question.  I  thought 
p^M  had  known  me  better ;  and  I  am  sorry  it  should  be  needful  to  assure 
hm^  that  my  house  is  as  much  your  own  as  it  is  mine.  Tlie  more  freely  you 
scmmand  it,  tlie  more  highly  you  will  oblige  me. 

A9p.  May  I  believe  you,  Theron  ?  Do  you  speak  from  your  heart  ?  or 
ttnst  I  conclude,  that  you  plausibly  profess  what  you  have  no  intention  to 
herfonn  ?  Would  you  be  pleased,  if  I  should  obstinately  persist  in  these 
Inhononrable  suspicions,  notwithstanding  all  your  friendly' protestations? 

TAer,  My  dear  Aspasio,  I  see  your  design.  I  see,  and  am  ashamed ; 
■buned  to  think  that  I  should  fancy  myself  more  punctual  in  my  pro- 
iBanons  than  God  is  true  to  his  word.  ^'  Lord,  I  believe ;  help  thou  mine 
nbefief!" 
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OrR  friends  li«id  agrecMl  upon  a  viait  to  Philenor.  They  rode  t]ii 
fine  open  fniitful  country  ;  which  was  covercil  with  crops  of  ri]>cnc 
and  occupied  hy  several  ])artii*8  of  nistici*  gathering  in  the  copious  liar 

The  rye,  white  and  hoary  as  it  were  with  a^,  wavi»tl  its  bcanltd  1 
and  ifuve  a  drv  husky  rustle  In^fore  the  hrei.*ze.  Tlie  wheat,  ladf 
plenty,  and  iN^autifully  hrown,  hung  the  heavy  head,  and  iuvit 
its  bending  pasture,  the  n'a|X'r*s  hand.  Plats  of  barley,  and  aero  < 
Htood  whitcnin*;  in  the  sun.  Upright,  and  ]>erfectly  eyen,  at*  thoi 
pinlener''^  shears  hail  e]i])ped  theni  at  the  top,  they  ^ratitiod  the  xp. 
eye,  anflglathlentsl  the  fannerV  heart.  lieans,  ])artly  clad  in  uativi 
jmrtly  transformed  and  tawny  with  the  ])arehin«;^  ray,  ^i>re  jinjmr 
last  eni]doy  for  the  en n iked  weapon.  Sonic  of  tlie  grain  lay  Hat.  in 
rows,  on  the  new  made  stuhhle.  8(»nie  was  erected  in  <rniceful  >\uh:V 
the  hri^tlv  ridm-n.  Sniie,  conveyed  homewards  «»u  the  loaded  ^ 
HiKldetl  over  the  ^roanini;  axU*. 

The  vi line's  siemed  to  he  em]»ty,  and  all  their  inhabitants  ]K>i:red 
phiins.  Here  were  ]ktsiuis  of  each  J*ex,  and  of  everv*  age.  The  lii^ty 
stiMiping  to  ilieir  work,  plird  the  >iekhs  <)r  bwi-pt  with  their  >evt 
falling  Riiiks.  The  spriglitly  fenialen  followiMl.  binding;  the  handfi 
sheavfs,  or  ] tiling  tlu'  ^waths  into  h.isty  eoeks.  I)is])er8ed  up  and  dniii 
the  eliildn-n  of  tlu'ueidy,  gh'aningthe  scattertMl  ears, and  jiicking  tluii 
harvest.  Nor  wen*  the  old  ]>cople  abst^nt ;  but  crawling  into  the 
•fitting  on  a  bhady  einim  iiiv.  they  behehl  the  toils,  the  pleasing  toils,  tli 
sii«tain<'d. 

Tlii-'  is  ilii'  iiiM-t  invfiil  ptriisl  of  the  c(nintrvnian*s  lifi*;  tlie  hmi:  r 
eroWM  nf  :ill  III-  lalnnirs.  I''i)r  this  he  brokt*  the  i^tiibbom  i^lflw,  and  n 
the  linpnviTislH  il  ^«^»il  :  Tor  this  he  bore  the  sultry  Ikmiiis  t>f  siiiiim 
hhrunk  m-t  I'roiii  the  ])iiirl.iMg  blasts  of  wintiT :  for  this  h<*  toiled  a^ 
vear,  in  a  n'Uiidof  er.i>i'h>^  but  williuL'  aetivitv  :  kuowin*r  that  *  "  t 
bandinau  inu-t  labour,  iMinre  lu'  partakes  of  the  fruits"  2  Tim.  ii.  ti 
will  nt)t  tlu-  blf— .1 .1  ho])'"  »»f «  verla>t:iig  lite,  will  ut»t  the  bright  expect 
eon^uiinnat"  bli^-.  aiiiiii:it  n^  svitli  an  eijr.ally  rluert'iil  ri'M>Iiitiou, 
ri:':>t  t\e  t'iiijitatiou>,  and  di-.-liar-i*  thi'  diilies  of  »)iir  pn'sent  >»tat.'. 

Si:ii!  t  s.'i'iii.  (I  til'*  way.  and  quuk  passe<i  the  time,  as  tliey  travelled  t 
Mie!i  sri-iii>  tif  iur;il  abiindam-r  ai;il  rural  delight.  Uefore  thev  wen* 
t!ie  l;»n'-;:s  stopt  at  Pliileiior's  stat:  wlien-  t!iey  found,  to  their  n< 
di^-'ipjMi'utin.ii!,  t'lat  the  master  was  l.'chu'  abroad.  They  aliirbtcd,  Ik 
ana  tonk  a  walk  in  tlie  ifardens. 

The  gardin<.  at  ]»rnp.r  interval^,  an  I  in  will-ehoscn  situatioiw,  wor 
sp.-rs.d  Willi  ].ie.',  .^jof  -tatnary.  At  t!;e  turn  of  a  et»riier,  ynu  si 
slioiked  with  anakid  u'ladlator,  or  a  l.a«.lly  Pria]ins, — but  ai:reeably  si 
witli  the  imj!  :i'  of 'i'uily.  Ih.-  i>  ju-t  ri^u  rn.ni  his  s^-at,  and  ii]n>u  ll 
<»f  addns^iiig  iiinisjeli"  to  s.niic  imjuntant  i»r:.tii.n.      A  reven  ntial  awi- , 

*    noz:i  lliiiiks,  tli.it  ill  s.  [tliii'^'  tin-  cu.i>tnirM.»il  t>f  tlii>    Y<i\-r.  tlu'  atUt'ib  T.:r: 
bcooiiructfd  with  the  parlu-ipl.'  ^cntrirx. 
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in  liis  countenance ;  such  as  silently  acknowledges  that  he  is  going  to  plead 
before  the  rulers  of  the  world.  Sedate,  at  the  same  time,  and  collected  in 
himself,  he  seems  conscious  of  superior  eloquence,  and  imboldened  by  the 
justice  of  his  cause.  His  thoughtful  aspect,  and  gracefully  expanded  arm, 
■peak  to  the  eye  before  the  tongue  has  uttered  a  syllable. 

You  enter  an  alley,  lined  on  cither  side  with  a  verdant  fan  ;  and  having 

DO  variety  of  objects  to  diversify  the  intermediate  space,  your  view  is  conducted 

to  a  magnificent  building  at  the  end.     As  you  walk  along,  contemplating  the 

masterly  performance  in  architecture,  an  unexpected  opening  diverts  your 

ittention,  and  presents  yon  with   some  striking  imitation  of  virtuous  or 

lieroic  life.     Not  the  Macedonian  madman,  nor  Sweden's  royal  knight-errant, 

■or  CsBsar,  infamously  renowned  for  his  slaughtered  millions— but  the  truly 

jadlant   Czar:  a   drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  and  a  commanding  majestic 

ttemness  on  his  brow.     The  weapon  is  held  in  the  most  menacing  posture ; 

■nd  many  a  spectator  has  been  observed  to  start  back,  with  apprehensions 

of  fear.     It  is  that  gloriously  severe  attitude,  in  which  the  grateful  citizens 

©f  Narva  beheld  him,  and  in  which  all  posterity  will  admire  him,  when  he 

tnmed  upon  his  victorious  but  ungovernable  troops,  and  threatened  to  drench 

the  dagger  in  their  hearts,  if  they  did  not  immediately  desist  from  rapine  * 

mid  slaughter ;  immediately  allow  quarter  to  their  vanquished  foes. 

Under  a  circular  dome,  supported  by  pillars  of  the  Doric  order,  and  in  a 
spot  where  several  walks  centre,  stands — not  the  Venus  dc  Mcdicis,  corrupt- 
tug  while  it  captivates  the  world — but  a  Spartan  mother.  Her  habit  decent 
ftnd  graceful ;  somewhat  like  the  Juno  Matrona  of  the  Romans,  as  she  is 
finely  depictured  in  Mr.  Spencers  Poft/mcth,  Her  air  stately  and  resolved ; 
Bsprei?stvc  of  dignity,  yet  mingled  with  softness.  She  holds  a  shield  ;  is  in 
klie  act  of  delivering  it  to  her  son,  a  youth  setting  out  for  the  army,  and 
^ing  to  hazard  his  life  in  the  <lefence  of  his  country.  She  is  supposed  to 
ftiid  that  sjnrited  and  magnanimous  exhortation,  which  is  engraven  on  the 
protul»eranee  of  the  buckler, — »;  rai/,  77  <rrt  ras — "  Bring  it  back  my  son,  as 
kly  trophy  ;  or  bo  brought  back  upon  it,  as  thy  bier." 

I  am  j)articularly  pleased,  said  Theron,  with  tlie  contrivance  of  this  last 
Drnament.  It  is  regulated  by  one  of  the  most  refined  rules  of  art,  Not  to 
Lavish  awav  all  the  beauty  at  a  single  view,  l)ut  to  make  a  skilful  reserve 
Rw  some  future  occasion.  The  dome  and  the  columns  afford  pleasure,  when 
beheld  at  a  considerable  distance;  the  iino  animated  figure  in  the  midst 
displays  its  graces  on  a  nearer  approach ;  by  which  means  the  attention  is 
kept  awake,  and  the  entertainment  continues  new. 

But  what  I  principally  admire,  is  the  spirit  or  style  of  the  decorations  in 
general.  Tliey  put  me  in  mind  of  a  very  just  remark,  which  Mr.  Pope  has 
■omewhere  made.  It  is,  if  I  remember  right,  to  this  effect :  — "  A  man  not 
only  shows  his  taste,  but  his  virtue,  in  tho  choice  of  his  ornaments.  A 
proper  piet^e  of  history,  represented  in  painting  on  a  rich  man's  walls  (or 
exliibiti'd  in  imagery  amidst  his  gardens),  is  very  often  a  better  lesson  than 
iny  he  could  teach  by  his  conversation.     In  this  sense,  the  stones  may  be 

•"Asst^on  as  the'soUliers  were  mnstcrd  of  the  town  (Narvu^,  they  fell  to  plander, 
indgave  tlicuisclves  up  to  the  most  enormous  barbarities.  The  Czar  ran  from  place  to 
ilace,  to  put  a  stoji  to  the  disoriler  and  mas^ncrc.  He  was  even  obliged  to  kill  with  his 
iirn  hand  peveral  Muscovites,  who  did  not  hearken  to  his  orders.** — Voj.tairk*?  Hist. 
:h.irU$  XII. 
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said  to  spcalc,  when  men  cannot,  or  will  not."     All  but  the  computiiii 
Batirical  part  of  the  observation,  I  would  apply  to  the  proepcct  before  ai|j 
its  wortliy  owner. 

A$it.  Pliilt'nor  8  gardens  arc,  I  think,  more  chaste  and  delicate  in 
ornaments  than  a  certain  collegiate  church.     In  the  latter  place,  wc 
reasonably  ex]M'ct  the  strictest  adherence  to  purity,  if  we  shcnll  not 
with  the  symlKiU  of  piety  and  incitements  to  religion.     What  then  wouMl 
the  reflections  of  a  judicious  obser\'er,  if,  in  such  a  solemn  and  t( 
edifice,  he  nhould  see  a  huj^e  brawny  fellow  stuck  up  against  the  wall, 
his  poijterior:)  half  bans  his  whole  body  more  than  half  naked,  and  in 
attitude  none  of  the  most  decent  *  ?     Excuse  me,  Theron.     I  confess  m] 
ashamed  even  to  rehears<^'  the  description.     How  then  can  the  spectacle 
b  Tomo  the  house  of  divine  worship  ? 

T/ter.  Hut  perhaps  this  same  brawny  fellow  may  represent  a  n< 
demigod ;  one  of  the  idols  worshipped  by  antiquity ;  the  tutelary  deity  of' 

A*p.  And  will  this  justify  the  practice  ?  Doi's  not  this  add  profa 
to  inmiode>ty  i  Are  we  Christians  to  thank  Hercules  for  the  valour  of 
warriors  and  make  our  acknowledgments  to  Pallas  for  the  conduct  of 
generals  i  Shall  wr  Cliristians  behold  with  admiration,  or  recognize  as  oM 
iM'uefaetors,  what  the  apostle  has  stigmatized  under  the  character  of  ^^  devils  ?f| 
I  Cor.  X.  2(). 

If  he  who  overthrew  the  tables  of  the  money-changers,  had  taken  a 
in  these  famous  cloisters,  I  am  a]>t  to  suspect  he  would  have  paid  no 
agreeable  eoin])limeut  to  this  line  piece  of  statuary.     "  Take  these 
lienee,"  would  ])rol)ab1y   have  lM*en   his  command  ;    and,   ^'make  not 
precincts  nf  yimr  ttMiiple  a  chamber  of  Pagan  imagery,"  his  rebuke,  Johsi 
If).     NeitliiT  is  it  at  all  unlikely,  that  the  image  itself,  not  withstanding  { 
inimiiablr  woikniansliip,  might  have  shared  the  fate  of  its  kinsman  Dagos, 


-wlion  tlir  ra])tivc  nrk 


^I  liinM  lii<  Itnitc  iiniiirf,  hcml  ami  liiuuU  loppM  off 

j!i  \\\i'  own  tt'in])lc'.  oil  the  f^rouniUi'll  rd^c 

V\  lun  111'  I'cU  tlat.Miul  bliaineJ  his  worshippors. — Milton,  i.  4.')9. 

TlitT,  Uiit  how  hlionld  the  artist  represent  the  great  aehievements  audtks] 
shining  (pialitii's  of  his  hero,  if  you  will  not  allow  him  to  make  use  of  then  j 
signitieaut  enihlfins  ^ 

Afjt.  i  question  whethrr  thry  are  so  very  signifieant.  llie  mirror  secni 
to  cliaraeterizi*  a  fop,  ratlur  tlian  a  soldier.  It  leads  us  to  think  of  a  soft 
Narcisaus  adiniring  himself,  rather  than  a  sagacious  general  planning  tbe 
op<^rations  of  tin*  eaiii]>ai;:n.  Htsi«Us,  is  sacred  literature  so  destitute  rf 
pro]HT  tniblenis,  that  we  must  borrow  the  deeorations  of  our  churchefsaod 
the  tropliics  of  our  conquerors,  from  the  dreams  of  Miperstitiou  or  tlie  dcliuioBS 
of  idolatry  i  I  low  just  and  expressive  are  thost?  emblematical  representitions 
exhihitid  in  K/AkiLl's  vision  ;  where  aetivity  and  spiked  arc  signified  by 
hands  in  i-oiijunctijm  with  wings;  and  the  deep,  the  complicated,  yet cvtr 
harmonious  seheUKs  of  Providi  luv,  bv  '"  a  wiieel  in  tlie  middle  of  a  wlial?* 

• 

*  Uffcrrinp:  tD  tliij  momirm-nt  ];itily  cuctrtl  Inr  M.ij  T-tioner.il  Flftnin;;,  in  \Vc>tiniultrr- 

Abboy  ;  where  umhr  llu-  (ivncrars  bust,  an*  plurnl  lUrrulfs  and   l*albd.     llerrulfi!  witk 

his  trluh  and  liou's  skin,  in  tin:  iniiniuT  ivl.iti-d  a!)ovt- ;   rullas,  with  a  mirror  uiiJ  serpent 

at  lur  sidi'.     The  rciilor  may  m'i-  a  \Ui'tv\vv.'  ;uu\  vvw  vxvA.vwaUv^w  vji'  UvU  tuunaiucot  io  tke 
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^idi  whai  propriety  and  force  aro  the  noblest  endowments  pictured  in  the 
Bivelalions  of  St.  John,  and  their  grand  machinery  !  Superior  wisdom  and 
eneTolence  of  heart,  are  described  by  the  face  of  a  man  ;  strength  of  mind 
nd  intrepidity  of  spirit,  by  the  visage  of  a  lion ;  calmness  of  temper  and 
■de&tigablc  application,  by  the  features  of  an  ox ;  a  penetrating  discern- 
vent  and  an  expeditious  habit  of  acting,  by  the  form  of  a  .flying  eagle, 
Btev.  IT.  7* 

These  hierogljrphics  are  graceful,  arc  pertinent,  and  such  as  every  spectator 
ivQl  understand.  Whereas  the  devices  of  our  new  monumental  enconium  are, 
[  presume,  to  the  unlearned,  hardly  intelligible ;  to  the  serious,  little  better 
Aum  profane ;  and  to  every  beholder,  indelicate,  if  not  immodest.  Philenor, 
I  imagine,'would  blush  to  admit  them  into  his  walks  or  avenues.  And  I  am 
iorry  to  find  them  received  into  the  most  ancient*,  most  renowned,  and  most 
Bmjnented  church  in  the  kingdom. 

.  Talking  in  this  manner,  they  come  to  a  curious  grove,  formed  on  that  nn^ 
■animon  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Addison  in  one  of  his  Spectators.  It  consisted 
Vibdly  of  eveigrecns.  Firs,  clad  in  verdant  silver,  pointed  their  resinous 
laavet,  and  shot  aloft  their  towering  cones.  Laurels,  arrayed  in  glossy  green, 
■pread  their  ample  foliage,  and  threw  abroad  their  rambling  boughs.  '  Bay- 
tees  were  expanded  into  a  fun,  that  no  weather  could  taniish ;  or  rounded 
into  a  column,  that  knew  not  how  to  moulder.  While  the  laurustinus  ran 
fMt  into  a  beautiful  irregularity  of  shape,  and  compacted  her  reddening  gems, 
im  order  to  unfold  her  whitening  bloom.  In  one  place  lay  a  dale,  gently 
omking,  and  coated  with  the  chamomile's  natural  frieze  ;  which  never  changes 
i$$  colour,  never  loses  its  gloss.  Near  it,  and  scooped,  you  would  imagine, 
flan  the  same  hollow,  arose  amount,  softly  swelling,  and  shagged  with  furze; 

Sj  with  perennial  verdure,  and  generally  decked  with  golden  blossoms, 
ere  yon  are  led  through  a  serpentine  walk,  and  hedges  of  box ;  and  find, 
jieibaps,  a  solitary  pyramid  or  a  capacious  urn,  each  composed  of  unfading 
yew.  There  you  look  through  a  straight  alley,  fenced  on  either  side,  and 
arched  over  head,  with  mantling  philyra ;  and  see,  at  the  extremity,  an  obe- 
lisk sheathed  in  ivy,  and  ornamented  with  its  sable  clusters  as  with  wreaths  of 
Jmng  sculpture.  Scattered  up  and  down  were  several  sorts  of  holly ;  some 
ikriped  with  white,  some  spotted  with  yellow,  some  preparing  to  brighten  and 
Icautify  the  scene  with  berries  of  glowing  scarlet. 

The  heads  of  the  trees,  arising  one  above  another  in  a  gradual  slope,  from 
tlie  diminutive  mezereon  to  the  lofty  cypress ;  the  several  shadings  of  their 
green  attire,  greatly  diversified  and  judiciously  intermixed,  afford,  espe- 
eiaily  in  the  winter  season,  a  most  enlivened  and  lovely  prospect.  As  tho 
KTOshine  is,  by  the  frequenters  of  this  grove,  usually  more  coveted  than  the 
ihade,  it  is  so  disposed  as  to  admit,  in  one  part  or  another,  every  gleam  of 
fine  weather  which  exhilarates  the  winter. 

Atp,  Tliere  must  be  something  unspeakably  pleasing  in  a  plantation,  which 
tppcars  lively  and  fruitful  when  all  its  neighbours  of  the  woodland  race  are 
Inrren,  bleak,  or  dead.     But  how  much  more  cheering' and  delightful  must  it 

*  Some  antiqnarians  trace  back  the  origin  of  this  church,  even  to  t)ie  reigD  of  Lucius  9 
vlrieb  is  more  than  the  space  of  1500  years.  Others  suppose,  that  Sebert,  King  of  the 
EatSaions,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  605,  built  the  lirst  religious  structure  on  tbii 

rt.    All  agree,  thai  it  was  re-edified  and  enlarged  by  Edward  the  Confessor  ;  and  tha| 
present  stately  and  magnificent  fabric  was  founded  by  Henry  IIL 
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luiis  ot  advcrsitv,  sickness,  and  d 
not  equal  the  L^roves  of  annual  vi-rdur 
tlicni    in   tlio   duration   of  its  ornanie 
will  bo  j>trii)t  of  tlicir  holiday  clotlus  ; 
when  tliosi?  are  all  rajrs  or  nakedness. 
our  poor,  ini])tTf("et,  sinful  souls  ;  exe 
liijrd  Jesus  Christ.     Evervthin;;  else  " 
my  Theron,  and  this  alone,  is  an  evorg 
and  always  effeetual  to  save. 

Thcr,  An  cvcrirreen  it  is.  But,  lik« 
hang  on  the  uppermost  houghs  of  those 
to  bo  <piitc  out  of  my  reach. 

Ai^p,  Arc  you  sensible  that  you  n(»ed  t 
ness  of  our  Savi«)ur  ? 

yy^rr.    AVas  Jonah  sensible  how  much 
pourd,  when  the  sun  smote  fiercely  upon  h 
fiery  east  were  glowin«:(  arouncl  him?     So 
•    out  a  far  better  righteousness  than  his  owi 
by  the  siMiteuje   of  the  law,  and  cannot  ] 
holy  God. 

Aap,  Remember  then  wliat  our  I^ord 
me,  all  \v  that  are  weary  aufl  heavy  ladei 
xi.  28.  llow  irracious  is  the  invitation  ! 
passions,  and  the  CJiver  of  every  ;^ood  gift. 
Clous!  All  that  are  "  weary"  (Ko/riwj'rfv' 
happiness,  and  sj^cnding  your  labour  for  tl 
are  *^  heavy  laden"  (nf/^o^mfr/xei-oi),  opprcj 
bowed  down  under  a  load  of  miscrv.  Tli 
mv  friend,  in  the  number.  Thev  have  m 
pledge,  to  ascertain  th'»!-  - 
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et :  *^  The  desire  of  my  soul  is  to  tby  name,"  blessed  Jesus,  "  and 
the  remembrance  "  of  thy  righteousness.  The  very  mention  of  this  spot- 
B  righteousness  is.  music  to  my  ears.  Every  fresh,  though  distant  discovery 
it,  gleams  pleasure  upon  my  mind.  And  that  would  be  a  welcome  day,  a 
y  greatly  to  be  distinguished,  which  should  bring  it  near  to  my  view,  and 
me  to  my  soul. 

Asp,  Say  not  then,  my  dear  friend,  that  Christ,  and  the  blessings  of  his 
irchase,  are  beyond  your  reach.  They  are  now,  even  now,  at  your  door. 
ou  need  not  argue  anxiously  and  dcspondingly,  '^  Who  shall  ascend  into 
Aven,  to  bring  down  Christ  from  above  ?  or  who  shall  descend  into  the 
)ep,  to  bring  up  Christ  from  beneath  V  Rom.  x.  6,  7«  There  is  no  such 
ipossibility,  no  such  difliculty  in  the  thing.  Christ  and  his  righteousness, 
hrist  and  his  salvation,  are  brought  nigh  in  the  word  of  promise.  And,  **'  if 
ion  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,"  as  dying  on  the  cross  for 
ly  redemption ;  "  if  thou  shalt  believe  iu  thy  heart,  that  God  hath  raised  him 
om  the  dead"  for  thy  justification,  '^thou  shalt  be  saved,"  Rom.  x.  9.  In 
>  doing,  thou  shalt  receive  remission  of  sin,  and  power  to  withstand  its 
anptations. 

Have  you  never,  in  your  travels,  been  overtaken  by  the  dark  and  tempes- 
lous  night  ?  When,  chilled  with  the  cold,  and  almositt  drowned  in  the  rain, 
on  arrived  at  the  house  of  some  valued  fricud,  was  you  not  willing  to  gain 
dmittance  ? 

ner.  AVilling !  I  was  desirous,  I  was  almost  impatient ;  I  thought  every 
lomeut  an  hour  till  the  hospitable  door  opened — till  I  exchanged  the  dismal 
loom  and  the  driving  stonn,  for  the  cheerful  light  and  the  amiable  company 
rithin. 

Afp.  Tlie  adored  Emmanuel  professes  himself  equally  "willing  to  come  unto 
'OU.  *'  liehold!"  says  the  ISaviour  of  the  world,  "I  stand  at  the  door,  and 
nock.  If  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  unto 
lim,  and  will  sup  with  him,  and  he  with  me,"  Rev.  iii.  20.  Like  one 
xposed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  air,  whose  "  head  is  filled  with  dew, 
ind  his  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night,"  Cant.  v.  2,  he  is  not  only  willing 
rat  desirous  to  enter,  "lie  stands  at  the  door,"  with  great  long-suffering 
ind  perseverance,  till  all  obstacles  are  removed,  or  rather  till  that  one  grand 
Aetacle  is  taken  out  of  the  way,  unbelief.  "  lie  knocks,"  by  the  preaching 
of  his  word,  and  the  promise  of  his  gospel,  like  one  who  solicits  admis- 
■on,  and  will  take  no  denial.  Hear  then  his  soliciting  voice,  and  "  he  will 
Bsp  with  yon ;"  will  make  his  abode  with  you,  will  manifest  his  glories  in 
jou,  and  communicate  his  grace  to  yon.  Believe  his  promising  word,  and 
**you  shall  sup  with  him :"  this  will  be  refreshing  to  your  distressed  soul,  as 
Ae  most  sumptuous  banquet  to  the  famished  stomach  and  craving  appetite. 
Tker,  I  cannot  open  my  heart. 

Aip,  Christ  has  the  key  of  David.     "  lie  openeth,  and  none  can  shut ;  he 
ahuttctb,  and  none  can  open,"  Rev.  iii.  J,      lie  is  able  to  make  all  grace,  not 

only  to  exist  in  you,  but  abound  towards  you,  2  Cor.  ix.  8  ;  and  what  is  still 

more  encouraging,  he  is  professedly  "  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith," 
,lleb.  xii.  2.     Since  he  has  claimed  this  chanieter  to  himself,  since  he  hf 

undertaken  to  execute  this  office,  wiiy  should  we  harbour  the  least  distmst 

Win  he  not  fulfil  his  own  office,  and  act  agreeably  to  his  own  character  ?     1 

Mt,  my  dear  Theron,  be  not  faithless,  but  believing. 
\ 


K.nni,  iiatli " — a  chiiniTical  ?  far  from  i1 
even  "everlasting  life,"  Jolni  iii.  36. 

Th(n\  All!  my  Aspasio!  I  cannot  bcl 
mind  is,  as  you  fonnerly  hinted,  like  the  ^ 

A$p,  It  is  no  small  advantage,  Tlieron, 
this  respect.     This  is,  if  not  the  beginning 
and  shows  it  to  be,  if  not  in  the  soul,  ye 
friend.    He  who  bids  you  stretch  out,  will 
first  makes  us  sensible  of  our  weakness,  an 
sure  of  his  will,  and  the  work  of  faith  with 

Can  you  doubt  of  his  willingness?     Tl 
listen  to  the  "  sounding  of  his  bowels  .ind  o 
Ixiii.  15.     Has  not  every  drop  of  blood  a  tr 
guage  in  each  streaming  wound,  and  hear  a 
they  not  all  speak  his  infinite  love  even  to  v 
all  address  you  with  that  tender  remonstrance 
foro  dost  thou  doubt  ?  "  Matth.  xiv.  31.     Nav 
energy  superior  to  the  force  of  words,  that 
thing  that  is  good  ? 

Who  gave  his  blood,  what  gift  \i 

Ther,  I  am  ashamed  to  recollect,  what  mii 
concerning  the  easiness  of  believing ;  as  thou] 
the  act  of  rising  from  our  seat,  or  stepping  in 
and  at  our  own  time.  What  a  stranger  was 
understanding,  and  the  hardness  of  my  heart 
and  averscness  to  the  way  of  salvation  "  by  g 

Affp,  Since  you  are  sensible  of  your  va\\ 
extreme.  Because  you  cannot  by  your  owi 
this  occasion  a  tame  resirmntJr.^  -' 
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Tk$r,  How,  or  in  what  maimer,  does  the  divino  Spirit  work  foith  in  the 
art  of  a  sinner  ?  You  wonder,  perhaps,  that  I  ask  such  a  question.  But 
y  apprehenmons  are  strangely  dull,  and  my  views  very  dim,  with  regard  to 
iritual  things.  If  in  this  respect  I  have  any  sight,  it  is  like  liis  who 
saw  men  as  trees  walking ;"  saw  these  several  objects,  but  so  obscurely,  so 
nfuscdly,  that  ho  could  nut  distinguish  one  from  the  other,  only  by  the 
rcumstancc  of  motion. 

Atp,  The  most  enlightened  minds  see  only  in  part ;  and  all  have  reason  to 
ake  the  bli^d  beggar's  supplication  their  own  request :  *^  Lord,  that  I  may 
loeive  my  sight !"  The  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  producing  faith,  is 
ins  described  by  a  master  in  Israel :  *^  The  divine  Spirit  brings  Christ  and 
ia  righteousness  nigh  unto  us  in  the  promise  of  the  gospel ;  clearing  at  the 
ime  time  our  right  and  warrant  to  intermeddle  with  all,  without  fear  of 
itious  intromission;  encouraging  and  enabling  to  a  measure  of  confident 
pplication,  and  taking  home  all  to  ourselves,'  freely,  without  money,  and 
rithout  price." 

Yon  was  once,  Tlieron,  a  zealous  advocate  for  good  works.  Now  you 
eem  to  have  abandoned  your  clients.  Remember,  my  dear  friend,  what  our 
iord  Jesus  Christ  says,  John  vi.  29.  ^'  This  is  the  work  of  God,"  of  all 
forks  most  acceptable  and  most  honourable  to  the  divine  Majesty,  '^  that 
roa  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  sent." 

Ther.  The  true  belief,  according  to  your  notion,  Aspasio,  is  so  refined  and 
mlted  a  virtue,  that  I  very  much  question  whether  I  shall  ever  be  able  to 
ittainit. 

Aip.  If  you  are  unable  to  attain  it,  is  the  Lord  unable  to  give  it  ?  Our 
nfficiency  for  this  and  every  good  work,  is  not  in  ourselves,  but  in  GFod. 
And  to  him  difficulties  are  easy :  before  him  mountains  are  a  plain.  You  will 
(dease  to  remember,  that  sinners  are  said  to  believe,  not  through  their  own 
ibility,  but  through  the  power  of  grace :  and  you  will  permit  me  to  ask,  how 
foa  became  acquainted  with  my  notion  of  faith  ? 

Ther,  I  am  not  so  inattentive  a  reader  of  your  letters,  as  to  forget  your 
kfinition  of  this  momentous  article.  Faith,  you  say  '^  is  a  real  persuasion 
thit  the  blessed  Jesus  has  shed  his  blood  for  me,  and  fulfilled  all  righteous- 
■ns  in  my  stead  :  that  through  this  great  atonement  and  glorious  obedience 
he  has  purchased,  even  for  my  sinful  soul,  reconciliation  with  God,  sanctifying 
gace,  and  all  spiritual  blessings*." 

A$p,  1  am  obliged  to  you,  Theron,  for  the  honour  you  do  my  letter ;  an  d 
I  hope  you  will  pay  an  equal  regard  to  the  determination  of  our  church.  You 
once  apprehended  that  my  attachment  to  the  church  of  England  was  unsettled 
Hid  wavering.  Judge  now  who  has  most  thoroughly  imbibed  her  doctrines, 
ittd  is  most  invariably  tenacious  of  her  true  interests.  In  the  first  part  of  the 
Homily  concerning  the  sacmmcnt,  we  have  this  definition  of  faith  :  '^  It  is  a 

*  See  Letter  X.  Here  is,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  a  total  omission  of  all  preparatory 
•rnther  impulsiTe  dispositions  ;  such  as  convictions  of  sin,  and  hungering  after  salvation. 
Here  is  likewise  a  total  silence  concerning  all  causes,  instrumental  or  efficient,  such  as 
tte  power  of  the  divine  Word,  and  the  agency  of  the  divine  Spirit.  No  mention  is  made 
•ftibe  fruits  or  concomitants ;  such  as  love  to  Christ,  love  of  the  brethren,*  or  purity 
•fbetrt.  Nothing  is  exhibited  to  view  but  the  form  and  essence  of  faith,  or  that  parti- 
cdar  act  which  characterises  and  constitutes  real  faith,  which  distinguishes  it  from  the 
%pNritical  pretension  and  the  historical  notion.  This  simple  view  is  given,  that  thf 
■nd  nay  fix  upon  the  grand  point,  and  not  be  embarrassed  with  a  multiplicity  of  ideas* 


.......iiMJiinT^,  a^surino:  mm  th; 

pvcn  Ills  <lebt ;  wIkii  you  tohl  tlio  ]>f. 
losulrd  wa^'ix^ni,  aii<l  broki*  both  bis  Ic 
attend  bim,  and  woiibl  continue  bis  wi 
receive  your  promised  kindness? — ^^o  1 
of  our  God,  so  accept  bis  faitbful  pr 
import  of  the  word — then  we  sball  trnl 

Ther,  Where  18  there  in  Scripture  a. 
instances  ? 

Aitp.  Have  you  never  read  the  words 
thco,  that  pardoiieth  iniquity,  and  jiasi 
Here  is  the  gracious  declaration. — "  He 
passion  upon  us ;  he  will  subdue  our  in 
faithful  promise. — And  why,  my  friend, 
tho  ever-living  Jehovah,  than  to  a  "  man 
thcro  treachery  with  the  Holy  One  of  I 
thon  violate  his  promise  ?     '*'  Ask  now  o 
tho   ono  side  of  heaven  unto  the  other, 
been  V* 

Ther.  God  has  never  violated  his  proi 
and  particularly  applied.     But  in  this  circ 
between  the  ease  of  your  friend,  and  the 
the  object  of  my  compa-ssion  in  one  of  t 
application  in  tho  other:  neither  of  wbi( 

Atp,  Tliough  we  are  not  particularly 
described,  by  our  family,  our  inclination, 
Wisdom,  when  sho  makes  a  tender  of  her 
O  men,**  not  to  fallen  angels,  "  I  call ;  an 
than  man  exclusively,  but  *•*"  to  tho  sons  ol 
What  says  the  holy  a]>08tle,  when  l"^  -- 
«  This  is  a  fa;*i>^ -' 
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B  Prince  (^ peace,  ihe  Monarch  of  the  universe,  '' suffered" — for  whom? 
yeij  in  whose  behalf  this  matchless  ransom  was  paid,  must  have  an  unde- 
■ible  right  to  look  upon  redemption  as  their  oMm :  and  blessed,  for  ever 
be  God,  it  is  most  peremptorily  said,  he  suffered — ^'  for  the  unjust," 
iii.  18. 

^That  no  part  of  our  character  might  l>e  omitted,  and  no  part  of  our  misery 
I0S  unrelieved,  it  is  farther  declared,  ^'  When  we  were  without  strength, 
hrist  died  for  the  ungodly,"  Rom.  v.  (3.  When  wc  were  imgodly,  and  con- 
dcred  only  as  ungodly  creatures ;  neither  possessed  of  any  thing  amiable, 
or  having  the  least  ability  to  acquire  it ;  nay,  when  wc  were  chargeable 
riA  horrid  guilt,  and  incapable  of  expiating  a  single  offence ;  then,  even 
hen,  Christ  died — and  for  such  abominable  wretches  he  died.  Are  wc  not 
S  die  human  family  ?  Are  we  not  unjust  towards  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
taigodly  towards  our  great  Creator  ?  Are  we  not  in  all  relations,  and  in 
^oy  respect,  sinners?  If  wc  are  (and  upon  these  questions  incredulity 
%df  will  scarcely  demur),  let  us  not  frowardly  reject,  rather  let  us  thank- 
fcDy  receive  those  spiritual  treasures,  which,  by  virtue  of  the  afore-cited 
conveyance,  belong  to  such  people  ;  w^hich,  by  several  other  clauses  in  the 
irill  and  testament  of  our  crucified  Lord,  evidently  devolve  to  such  persons.  . 
Tker.  Is  it  possible,  A^asio  ?  Can  we  be  warranted  and  encouraged  to 
Weive  these  treasures,  iu  a  capacity,  and  under  a  denomination  w^hich  I 
ftould  think  more  likely  to  exclude  us,  disinherit  us,  and  overthrow  all  our 
Intensions  ? 

\  Afp.  Tliis  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  true.  All  the  blessings  of  the 
pspel  proceed  upon  a  supposition  of  sinfulness.  Christ  is  made  wisdom 
into  his  people ;  but  what  occasion  for  the  acccs.sion  of  wisdom,  unless  it  be 
il  the  case  of  ignorance  and  fr)lly  ?  Christ  is  made  righteousness ;  but  who 
■n  stand  in  need  of  a  justifying  righteousness,  if  they  are  not  in  themselves 
nprofitable  and  guilty  ?  Christ  is  made  sanctification  ;  and  does  not  this 
imply  a  state  of  corruption  to  be  remedied,  a  body  of  sin  to  be  destroyed  ? 
Christ  is  made  redemption  ;  and  from  what  are  persons  redeemed  but  from 
dbains  and  bondage,  from  misery  and  ruin,  from  all  manner  of  evil  ? 
'  It  is  also  a  most  precious  and  invaluable  truth  ;  such  as  I  would  hold  fast, 
ind  never,  never  let  go.  AVlien  I  search  for  my  own  endowments,  I  find 
nothing  that  I  dare  venture  to  plead,  being  in  my  best  moments,  and  amidst 
By  choicest  duties,  a  sinner.  As  this  is,  at  all  times,  my  undoubted  cha- 
lacter,  I  have  at  all  times,  an  undoubted  warrant  to  say,  The  uncreated 
Wisdom  calleth  mc ;  the  blessed  Jesus  came  to  save  me ;  the  great  Mcssiali 
ioffcrod  death  for  mc. 

Let  me  illustrate  the  point.     Romulus,  you  know,  the   founder  of  tlio 

Boman  empire,  was  a  poor  prince,  had  but  a  handful  of  subjects,  and  very 

mnty  territories.     What  expedi(?nt  could  he  devise  to  enlarge  the  boundaries 

of  the  one,  and  augment  the  numl)er  of  the  other  ?     lie  issued  a  procla- 

mtion,  addressed  to  outlaws  and  criminals,  all  that  were  involved  in  debt  or 

obnoxious  to  punishment,  promising  that  as  many  as  would  settle  under  his 

dominion,  should  be  secured  from  prosecution  and  vested  with  considerable 

fvivileges. — Wc  will   suppose  a  perwm  in  those  distressi^d  circumstances. 

Upon  bearing  the  welcome  invitation  he  hangs  down  his  head,  and,  with  a 

dejected  air  cries,  '*  I  am  a  debtor,  I  am  a  criminal,  and  therefore  unwortfa 

of  ilie  royal  protection."     What  answer  should  be  made  to  such  a  dispiriti 


/hp.  Tho  very  Pamc.     In  this  rcs] 
siiiiii'd,  and  nin*<t  siu'  f«)r  spiritual  blos> 
creatures  ;   must   roccive   tlicni,  not  as 
but  as  the  issues  of  infinite  merey.     Tli 
devil,  and  enslaved  to  their  lusts  :  thcrel 
that  they  should  desire  him.     AVhereas 
eyes,  and  inclines  their  hearts,  they  disco 
right  to  Christ  and  his  merit  as  the  highe 
their  awakened  desires,  not  on  any  thing 
cntirt*ly,  on  the  free  grant  of  a  Saviour. 

Should  you  |bk  the  highest  saints,  On 
Tliis,  or  something  to  this  effect,  would  be 
bition  of  Christ  and  his  salvation,  n^orded 
find  it  written,  *  To  you,*  though  Gentiles 
remission  of  sins,'  Acts  xiii.  3^^     'The  p 
*  whoso  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  sla 
you  only,  but  '  to  all  that  arc  afar'off,  even 
by  tho  message  of  his  everlasting  gospel, 
remember,  Theron,  though  you  seem  to  have 
polluted  in  its  blood,  yet  accepti*d  by  the  llo 
the  heavenly  gifts,  received  by  the  triumph 
for  tlio  rebellious.     Nor  can  we  easily  forget 
was  made,  and  the  blessing  of  forgiveness  wl 
murderers  of  the  Lord  of  glory  *." 

Th^.  This  is  a  pleasing  supposition.     Bi 
if  you  should  produce  any  of  the  saints  spea 

Asp,  Isaiah,  you  will  allow,  was  a  sain 
breatlics  the  spirit  I  am  describing,  and  a< 
Turn  to  that  epitome  of  the  crno^-^  ' ' 
observe  h\^  '*'"' 
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iH  we,  like  sheep,  have  gone  astray ;  wo  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 
ys ; "  yet  our  transgressions,  our  iniquities,  the  God  of  all  mercy  has 
pflfexred  from  us,  and  charged  upon  our  Redeemer.     As  the  vilest  mis- 
lanta  are  indispensably  obliged  to  confess  the  former,  they  have  a  free  and 
1  right  to  profess,  to  assert,  and  to  believe  the  latter. 
At  this  you  may  probably  wonder  ;  at  this  wo  ought  all  to  wonder.    This 
that  amazingly  rich  grace,  which  will  l>o  the  wonder  of  saints  and  angels 
rough  a  boundless  eternity.     Yet,  though  we  wonder,  let  us  not  murmur. 
Bt  not  the  elder  brother  repine,  because  the  young  prodigal  enters  at  the 
me  door,  and  is  admitted  to  the  same  table  with  himself. 
To  this  testimony  of  the  saints,  sliall  I  add  the  diH^ision  of  their  King  ? 
God  so  loved  the  world,"  even  the  fallen,  the  wicked,  the  apostate  world,* 
it  in  the  fulness  of  time  '^  he  gave  his  only-begotten  Son,"  John  iii.  16, 
bring  in  a  perfect  righteousness,  and  obtain  eternal  redemption.     And  he 
iU  gives  him,  wnth  all  his  saving  l)enefits,  in  the  promise  of  the  gospel. 
Ther.  Docs  this  general  gift  warrant  a  sinner  to  make  a  particular  appli- 
kion  of  all  to  himself  ? 

A»p.  It  warrants,  it  demands,  and  in  other  instances  obtains,  a  particular 
plication.  When  Jonah,  in  pursuance  of  the  divine  command,  ^'  cried  and 
id.  Yet  forty  days,  and  Nineveh  shall  be  overthrown ; "  there  was  no  parti - 
lar  mention  of  man,  woman,  or  child.  Neither  the  king,  nor  the  nobles, 
r  the  commons  were  specified ;  much  less  was  each  and  every  inhabitant 
leatened  by  name.  Nevertheless,  this  general  denunciation  alanned  them 
;  was  influential  on  them  all.  lusomuch  that  "  the  people  of  Nineveh 
lieved  God,  and  proclaimed  a  fiist,  and  put  on  sackclotli,  from  the  greatest 
them  even  to  the  least,"  Jonah  iii.  5.  "  They  believed  ; "  hence  wo  learn 
B  true  nature  of  believing :  ''  God  speaks  to  me,  and  what  he  si)eaks  he  will 
iform  ; "  is  its  genuine  profession.  Hence  we  likewise  discover,  who  they 
J  which  ought  in  this  manner  to  apply  the  general  word  :  *'  All,  from  the 
Mt  even  unto  the  greatest,  believed." 

Tker.  The  case  is  not  parallel,  Aspasio.  Tliis  was  a  dinunciation  of 
Bgcanbc,  nol  a  promise  of  grace. 

Afp.  And  can  you  8ui>j>osc,  tliat  God  is  more  liberal  of  venp(»ance  than  he 
oommunicativc  of  grace  ?  Vengeance  is  his  strange  work,  but  in  mercy 
d  loving-kindness  he  dclighteth.  Arc  we  bound  to  believe  and  apply  his 
eadful  tlireatenings  ?  not  allowed  to  believe  and  apply  his  precious  pro- 
aes  ?  Surely,  the  Lord's  ways  are  not  so  unequal.  When  the  law  says, 
tlursed  is  every  one  that  continuetli  not  in  all  things,"  Gal.  iii.  10,  should 
t  every  hearer  take  this  to  himself,  and  submit  to  the  sentence  of  just 
ndcmnatiun  ?  AVhen  the  gospel  says,  "  He  came  to  save  that  which  was 
it,"  Matth.  xviii.  11,  should  not  every  hearer  take  this  also  to  himself,  and 
ibnice  the  tender  of  free  salvation  ? 

However,  if  you  dislike  my  instance,  I  will  give  you  another ;  which  is 
t  of  the  vindictive,  but  of  the  l)enefieent  kind.  When  the  manna  made  its 
et  appearanec  in  the  wilderness  ;  when  the  Israelites  knew  neither  what  it 
18,  nor  for  whom  intended ;  l>oth  these  particulars  were  explained  by 
oees :  "  Tliis  is  the  bread  which  the  Lord  hath  given  yon  to  eat,"  L'xod. 
i.  15.  No  mention  is  made  of  any  individual  person.  Yet  the  whole 
igregation  looked  upon  this  as  an  undoubted  permission,  both  for  tlieni- 
VC8  and  their  children,  to  gather,  to  fetch  home,  and  to  use  the  mirafiulouA 
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fiKxl.     AikI  litTi',  TIktoii,  lii're  lies  tht*  principal  diflfi*reiice  between  tlie  tIt 
miMcn-niit  an<l  tlio  cxalt^Ml  naiiit :  not  tliat  tlie  one  was  ori^nally  better 
thi*  ritbcr  ;  not  tbnt  tbt>  one  lias  a  cb^arer  grant  uf  Cbrint  tban  tbe  uther;  Mi 
tbe  !att«T  bnB  ^atlicriMl  tbe  beavenly  manna,  and  Qwrs  it  to  bb*  unsfH' 
a«lv:uita;;e  :  wben>as  it  lien  niiind  about  tbe  tentttof  tbe  former ;  and  w! 
will,  may  take,  may  eat,  and  bis  i*ini[  sball  Hve. 

7V#''r.  ( 1(1(1  jjrave  tbe  manna  U*  all  tbe  Israelites,  boUi  good  and  bad. 
d«M'S  be  ;fiv('  Clirii*t  witli  tbis  unlimited  friHrncss  ? 

Aitjt.  Our  r^inl  biniself,  alluding  to  tbis  ver}*  miracle,  voucbsafi^s  yoaa 
answer:  "  My  Fatber  ^^ivi'tbyou  tbe  true  bn-ad  fnjm  beavi-n,"  Jobn  vi. 
My  Tatber  «;iv('tliyou  bis  incarnate  Son,  and  bis  divinely  exet^Ilent  rigbtfOMk! 
iir*s*<.     Tb('!4«.>  are  bread  indei'(l ;  liread  wbicli  eame  down  fn.mi  tbe  regitms 
lu'aven  :  and  bread  wbieli  nouri^^betb  tbe  sold  f(»r  tbe  joy::!  of  beaven. 
my   Fatber  jjivetb   y(»u  ;  tbou;rb   not  in  actual   puss(>H^i(>n,  yet   in  rii»ht 
possess.     Tbis  be  givetb  you,  in  tbe  fnv  indefinite  grant  of  bis  wr»rd;  with- 
out wliieb  grant,  any  attempt  tu  p(»ss(>ss,  even  in  tbe  most  uprigbt  nf  vaai^ 
would  Im'  illegal   and  presumptiKuis ;  by  virtue  of  wbieb  grant,  even  At, 
]MHir  sinner  him  an  un<pie4tionable  warrant  to  receive  and  ihissl^hs  tbe  riches rf 
(Mirist. 

T/tt'r.  rnquestionable !  is  not  tbis  expression  too  ])en'mptory  ?  Tbatitdi 
a  irraut  sbould  be  made  to  believers,  1  can  (^asilv  iMiueeivf  :  but  is  it  madett) 
sinners— to  anv  sinners — to  tbe  most  abambmiil  sinners  ? 

.fx/#.  Yes,  Tlienm,  to  sinners.  And  wben  sinners  nreive  tbe  grant,  tiifli 
tbey  ciHnnience  In-lievers.  AVas  it  mi\*\v  to  believers  only,  no  man  lining 
WdiiM  inberit  tb(»  blessing  ;  iNrause  all  nu*n  an»,  by  tlie  (b«pravity  and  impo- 
tenee  of  tlieir  nature,  originally  ennelmbMl  uud(T  sin  and  unbelief. 

Wliat  said  our  liord  (  "  .My  Fatber  givetli  you  ;**  tbat  is,  tbe  piniplcwbo 
stond  ar<»und,  and  beanl  bis  irraeioiis  voice  ;  manv  <if  wboiii  were  in  a  ranial 
state  liabitually,  and  even  tlieii  w<Te  in  a  niunnuring,  wicked  frame,  Jolin  vL 
t2<>.  II.  Wliat  -<;iy.;  jil^  ])rn|>liet  i  *' To  u**  a  Sou  is  given  ;"  n(>t  U*  us  who 
were  aut«-eed«ntlv  eliildreii  of  tbe  li«rbt,  but  wlio  *"  walk  in  darkmss,  and 
dwell  in  tbe  sli:id(»w  of  dealb,"  Isi.  ix.  l2.  <).  Wbat  s;iitli  (lod  tbe  Tifird,  lie 
tliat  crciite«l  the  benveiis,  and  stretebe«l  tbeni  out/  **  I  will  give  tliif," 
lueaning  bis  beloved  Snii.  "  f«ir  a  covenant ;  "  it  is  n(»t  said,  of  lH*li(wers,  but 
•"of  tbe  |»eo]de  ; "  it  is  not  sai«l,  of  new  creatun»s,  but  "of  tbe  iienlilis;" 
wlio  were  tbe  \ilest  of  all  ereutnres,  or,  as  you  bave  ]>ro|HTly  spoke,  tlicnu^t 
abandoned  dinners.  Tbat  we  niav  understand  more  elearlv  tbe  si^rnificatinn 
of  tbese  terms,  and  see  tbe  true  exti'iit  of  tbis  gift,  it  is  a(bled,  I  will  ;:ire 
tbee  "  to  (»])en  tbe  blind  eyes,  jiud  in  bring  init  tbe  prisoners  from  tbe  pri^m,* 
I»*a.  xlii.  (»,  7'  Miserable  and  irniltv  wretebes,  blinded  bv  tbe  devil. and 
enslavecl  to  tlieir  lusts ;  tbese  are  tbe  j»atentees  in  tbe  beavenly  grant.  To 
tbese  the  ifreat  Sun-tvls  Lfivi-n.  to-'etber  witli  all  tbe  benefits  of  bis  covenant. 

Here  then  the  j;rant  and  the  gift  are  nientioneil ;  tbe  persons  for  whom 
tbey  are  (b-igiiecl  are  >iji<'eific«l,  and  <'xpressly  named.  Tbey  arv  sinners; 
blinded  au<l  en>l:iv«'d  sinners  ;  or,  if  there  be  any  other  more  obnoxious  sort, 
tbey  are  all  e(»ui]»rehencl,Ml  in  this  une  word,  (leutiles.  Duly  allow  tlw* 
texts  to  be  true ;  only  allow  tlu»  divine  speaker  to  be  sincere  and  faitliful; 
then  we  mav  boldiv  atbnii,  that  anv,  that  everv  poor  sinner  is  autlum»''l  to 
Siiv,  "(lod  «nves  me  bis  S(»n,  to  be  niv  covenant  siiretv.  I  take  bim  at  his 
Word.     The  iSiiretv  and  a\\  liis  luenVs  wyv*  w\\\w.     YVvn\\\v\n  x\A\\s«\>k*;:^'.  Q 
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^t  U8  not  refuse  what,  on  ihia  consideration,  tlic  unerring  Spirit  calls  ^^  our 
^rn  mercy,"  Jonah  ii.  8.  Let  us  a<lorc  the  heneficcnco  of  our  God  ;  let  us 
elieve  his  promising  word  ;  and  in  this  sweet,  this  easy  manner,  obtain  both 
iresent  and  final  salvation. 

Tker.  Let  mo  recollect : — Christ  is  given  for  the  world,  the  apostate  world, 
o  l>elieye  on  :  Christ  has  died,  not  for  the  righteous,  but  for  the  ungodly : 
Uhrist  came  in  the  flesh  to  save  sinners,  even  the  chief  of  sinners.  Well, 
^flpasio,  if  these  things  are  true,  (and  how  can  they  bo  otherwise,  since  they 
ue  the  express  doctrine  of  Scripture  ?)  it  is  pity  but  they  were  more  generally 
known.  For  my  part,  I  must  confess  they  are  not  only  new,  but  strange  to 
me.  Thougli  I  have  read  them  in  the  Bible,  yet  when  I  come  to  consider 
Uan,  and  compare  them  with  what  passes  in  my  breast,  I  find  they  are 
qnte  contrary  to  my  usual  ways  of  tliinking. 

Aip.  You  remind  me  of  a  valuable  person,  whom  I  once  numbered  among 
■ly  acquaintance,  and  whose  way  of  thinking  was  somewhat  similar  to  your 
mwiL    Will  you  give  me  leave  to  relate  his  case  ? 

-*  Tkir,  Most  gladly.  It  will  be  some  kind  of  consolation  to  hear  that  others 
MtTO  laboured  under  ttie  same  difficulties  with  myself,  and  been  subject  to  the 
■me  distresses.  If  I  am  informed  of  their  deliverance  from  those  distresses. 
It  will  be  like  showing  me  an  opened  door  for  effecting  my  own  escape.  If 
"I  am  likewise  acquainted  with  the  manner  of  their  deliverance,  this  will 
^bmish  me  with  a  clue  to  guide  my  steps. 

Atp.  This  person  was  roused  from  a  habit  of  indolence  and  supincness, 
^to  a  serious  concern  for  his  eternal  welfare.  Convinced  of  his  depraved 
ntare  and  aggravated  guilt,  he  had  recourse  to  the  Scriptures,  and  to  fic- 
foent  prayer.  He  attended  the  ordinances  of  Christianity,  and  sought 
ttmestly  for  an  assured  interest  in  Christ ;  but  found  no  steadfast  faith,  and 
Ivtcd  very  little  comfort.  At  length  he  applied  to  an  eminent  divine,  and 
kid  open  the  state  of  liis  heart.  Short,  but  weighty,  was  the  answer  ho 
nceived  :  "  I  perceive,  Sir,  the  cause  of  all  your  distress.  You  do  not,  you 
mH  not  come  to  Christ  as  a  sinner.  This  mistake  stands  between  your  soul 
ind  the  joy  of  religion.  Tliis  detains  you  in  the  gall  of  bitterness ;  and  take 
leed,  O  !  take  heed,  lej»t  it  consign  you  over  to  the  bond  of  iniquity  !"  Thig- 
IMmonition  never  departed  from  the  gent1emau'*s  mind  ;  and  it  became  a 
kappy  means  of  removing  the  obstructions  to  his  peace. 

Remember  this  little  history,  Theron  ;  and  may  it  prove  as  efficacious  for 
your  good,  as  it  is  pertinent  to  your  circumstances !  Remember,  that  tho 
fae  grant  of  Christ,  made  in  the  word  of  truth,  and  addressed  to  sinners  of 
Mankind,  is  the  only  basis  and  ground-work  of  faith.  An  apostle,  after  all 
■^  labours  of  his  exemplary  life,  can  have  no  better :  and  a  Magdalene  or  a 
pianasseh,  as  a  motive  and  encouragement  for  their  turning  to  the  Lord,  have 
|he  very  same. 

But  we  digress  from  the  principal  subject.  Since  you  disapprove  my 
aeoonnt  of  faith,  I  must  desire  you  to  favour  me  with  a  description  nioro 
conect  and  unexoeptionable :  for,  as  you  justly  observed,  this  is  a  very 
momentous  article.  Is  not  Christ  the  source  of  all  spiritual  good,  and  faith 
Che  main  channel  of  conveyance  ?  Surely  then  it  should  be  made  and  kept 
m  clear  as  possible.  Is  not  Christ  the  foundation  of  all  true  godliness,  and 
bith  the  master-arch  in  this  sacred  structure  ?  Surely  then  it  should  be 
raispd  and  turned  with  the  utmost  care. 

£  E  2 


iniiu'  ?  tliJit   his  sniftTiiiiis  wore  in 
^nanl  ?     What  is  incaiit  hy  coming 
"  J^'l)oM!  wo  conn.'  unto  ihio,  for  tl 
(\)niini:,  vuu  soc,  inchidcs  a  roal  ])cr 
wo  arc  wholly  (Icstitutc*  of  this  pcrsi, 
souls  aro  afar  off.     AVo  are  never 
])roj)het*s  sense,  till   we  are  taught 
the  l^onl  niv  God."     Tlio  act  of  tni 
nature ;  It  pn*snj>posc.s  that  Christ  is 
it  proceeds  upon  a  conviction  of  hLs  fa 
it  is  a  solemn  surrender  or  giving  up  i 
his  hand  ;  gi\'ing  it  u]),  not   in   unce 
trusting  ratlier  than  trusting),  but  witl 
to  the  iidelitv  and  ability  of  him  with 

If  vou  still  are  doubtful  whether  an v 
let  us  cliuse  a  referee.  Let  us  carry  on 
Inquire  of  David,  why  he  trusts  in  the 
To  both  these  inquiries  he  answers  distil 
higli  tower,  my  t»hield,  and  he  in  whom 
ho  is  my  shield  ;  of  this  1  am  persuad 
this  I  believe,  and,  in  so  doing,  I  trust  < 

T/tt'r,  There  is  an  air  of  assurance  i 
sounds  harsh  in  my  ear,  and  appears  j)r 
people  pri'teuded  to  know  their  seat  in  1 

Aifp,  The  Papists,  I  own,  tiike  great  ( 
explode  this  doctrine.  But  they  are  r 
neither  are  they  very  inviting  ])attvnis  fc 
cannot  Ix*  offended  at  the  ex})ression  or  i 
have  been  taught  in  the  first  stage  of 
scene  of  mortalitv      ^^^ 
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However,  if  jon  dislike  the  word  atsurance^  we  will  change  it  for  the  more 

,  and  more  modestly  sounding  term  appropriation, 
Tker,  You  change  it  for  a  more  softened,  not  for  a  more  intelligible  term. 

Dst  desire  to  know  what  you  mean  by  the  word  appropriation. 
Awp,  To  appropriate,  in  the  theological  sense,  is  to  take  home  the  grace  of 
I-^odi  which  lies  in  the  common  indefinite  grant  of  the  gospel.     Is  Christ  the 
BiMnre  hid  in  the  field  ?     To  appropriate  this  treasure,  is  to  receive  and  use 
fc-  -  ■■  our  o^vn  portion.     Is  Clirist  the  balm  of  Gilead,  full  of  saving  health  ? 
mppropriate  this  balm,  is  to  take  and  apply  it  for  the  recovery  of  our  own 
And  without  such  an  appropriation,  how  can  we  either  be  enriched  by 
fbnner,  or  healed  by  the  latter  ? 
^Xiet  me  farther  explain  my  meaning,  and  exemplify  the  position,  by  con- 
Christ  in  his  several  ofiices.     Clirist,  as  a  Priest,  is  made  to  guilty 
arcs  righteousness.     When  we  appro])riate  the  grace  of  our  great  High- 
this  is  the  language  of  our  hearts,  ''  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness," 
zlv.  24.     Christ,  as  a  Prophet,  is  made  to  ignorant  creatures  wisdom. 
wo  appropriate  the  benefits  of  our  unerring  Prophet,  this  is  the  per- 
ion  of  our  souls,  '^  Though  I  sit  in  darkness,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light 
me,"  Mic.  vii.  8.     Christ,  as  a  King,  is  made  unto  depraved  creatures 
fication.     When  we  appropriate  the  munificence  of  our  almighty  King, 
is  our  comfortable  trust,  '*  The  Ijord  will  deliver  mo  from  every  evil 
,"  2  Tim.  iv.  18.     This  is  what  I  mean  by  appropriation.     That  sorac- 
_  of  this  kind  is  included  in  the  essence  of  faith,  is  the  sentiment  I  would 
intain.     Which  sentiment  might  be  confirmed,  if  such  confirmation  were 
anded,  by  a  multitude  of  the  most  illustrious  witnessi's :  witnesses  so 
ious,  that  they  were  a  blessing  to  the  world,  and  an  honour  to  human 
so  numerous,  that,  without  giving  an  abstract  of  their  testimonies,  it 
t  seem  tedious  only  to  recite  their  names*. 
Tker.  I  will  dis})ensc  with  your  recital  of  their  names,  only  let  mc  have  a 

r"^   ecimen  of  their  testimonies. 
^    Afp,  First,  then,  let  me  present  you  with  Dr.  Owen,  than  whom  England 
Am  produced  few  writers  either  more  judicious  or  more  devout.     "  Faith,**^  ho 
Idk  us  in  his  catechism,  *'*'  is  a  gracious  resting  upon  the  free  promises  of  God 
ih  Jesus  Clirist  for  mercy,  with  a  firm  persuasion  of  heart  that  God  is  a 

*  If  the  reader  should  inquire  after  their  names,  he  will  find  some  of  them  enumerated  in 

following  catalogue : — Luther,  Calvin,  Melancthon,  Beza,  Uullinger,  Buccr,  Knox, 

,  Melvil,  Bruce,  Davidson,   Forbes,   &c.      Ursinus,   Zanchius,   Junius,    I'iscator, 

:k,  Danseus,  Wendelinus,  Chamierus,  Sharpius,  Bodius,  Parens,  Altingius,  Triglandii 

EOiibertiu  et  Jacobus),  Arnoldus,  Maresius ;  the  four  professors  at  Lcyden,   Wallirus, 

kretos,  Poljandcr,  Thysius;  Wollebius,  Heidegerus,  Essenius,  Turrcttiuus,  &c.     Many 

■  Huiicnt  British  divines ;  Bishops,  Babington,  Davenant,  Hall ;  Messrs.  Perkins,  Pembley 

')  WiUct.  Gouge,  Rogers,  Burgess,  Owen,  Marsiiall,  &c. 

If  we  were  apparently  and  demonstrably  in  an  error,  yet,  to  err  with  such  com])any,  and 
7_ lithe  footstfps  of  such  guides,  must  very  much  tend  to  mitigate  the  severity  of  censure. 
^  Btt,  I  believe,  few.  serious  persons  will  venture  to  charge  error  and  delusion  upon  such  a 
vaenble  body  of  Protestant  divines  ;  so  eminent  for  their  learning,  and  so  exemplary  for 
ttdr holiness;  whose  labours  were  so  remarkably  owned  by  God,  and  whose  sentiments, 
M  this  paiticolar  subject,  have  been  adopted  by  so  many  reformed  churches.  The  decla- 
f  iMioiifl  of  the  English  and  Palatine  churches  are  produced  in  the  dialogue.  I  have  in  my 
<  kad  an  extract  from  the  confessions  and  standard  doctrines  of  the  church — of  Scotland — 
i.  >f  Ireland — of  France— of  Helvetia  ;  with  all  which  Aspasio  has  the  happiness  to  agree. 
Ofely  some  of  them  are  much  stronger  in  displaying  and  mainta'm'iug  iVic  sY^c\a\Jitluc\a^  qt 
tkeappropHmting  penaasha  of  /aith.  To  quote  them,  would  6^gmW  axiA.  «\.ttu^1\i^u  ^t 
««e.    But,  to  aroid  prolixity,  J  forego  this  odvantnge. 

i 


Msciled  Father  to  us  in  tlic  Son  of  hia  lovf."  JJert  li-l  mc  inlrndneo  tic  ( 
nrncd  and  justly  i;elcbnite(l  Altingins,  prorcaeor  of  divinity  nl  lli-idulVtft, 
Faith,"  he  says,  "  is  a  knowledge  of  tlio  griice  of  God  'm  Christ,  toptlirt 
ith  ft  fiduciary  reliance  on  it,  or  an  application  of  it  to  a  man's  own  adf.' 
0  theBc  let  me  odd  tlie  nnanimons  suffrage  of  the  churches  of  the  Piibtinat^. 
.  ia  asked,  in  the  twenty-firat  question  of  their  ptihiic  catechism,  "  What  !* 
tie  ^th  7  "     To  which  this  answer  ia  returned  :  "  It  is  not  onlj'  an  lUM-nt 

all  the  truths  which  Gmi  liaa  revealed  in  hie  word  ;  but  it  is  an  a«8un;i> 
lUt  wrought  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  my  heart,  tliat  remission  of  sins,  coro- 
6te  righteousness  and  eternal  life  are  given,  freely  given,  not  to  othora  ouly, 
it  to  myself;  and  all  this  from  the  mere  naorcy  of  God,  through  tbo  alone 
Brits  of  Christ." 

These  tcfltimonies  are  but  aa  the  tithe  to  the  whole  crop :  yet  thew  an 
OK  than  enough  to  exempt  me  from  tlie  charge  of  singularity.  You  wBI 
H  wonder,  therefore,  if  I  still  abide  by  the  good  old  Protestant  doctrine, 
faich  is  espoused  by  so  many  of  the  ablest  judges;  which  was  the  dariing 
net  of  almost  all  our  reformers  ;  wliich  has  been  so  signally  instrumental  In 
molishing  the  superstitions  of  Popery,  and  is  so  evidently  conducive  to  the 
dinesa  and  the  happiness  of  Christians.  Especially,  as  I  appn^hend,  the 
rterminations  of  Scripture,  and  the  experience  of  scriptural  sainla,  are  all  ea 
7  side. 

TAer.  Vou  have  now  hrmight  the  cause  to  the  proper  bar.     ^Vhen  aquM- 
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former  is  prcaofacd,  the  doctrine  is  not  gospel ;  till  the  latter  is  believed,  it 
ehoald  seem,  from  St.  Paul's  account,  the  conviction  is  not  faith. 

Let  me  introduce  another  instance,  extracted,  like  the  preceding,  from  the 
TolU  of  heaven :  *•*•  This  is  the  record,  that  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life." 
]  John  V.  11  ;  not  pro])08ed  it,  on  I  know  not  what  condition^  but  hath  given 
— ^freely  and  fully,  without  any  reserve,  and  with  a  lil>enility  suit(;d  to  liis 
inconceivable  goodness,  hath  given  the  richest  of  all  prizes ;  and  not  to  some 
only,  or  to  others,  but  to  us,  even  to  us. 

Ther.  Us,  that  is,  the  apostles  and  exalted  saints. 

Atp,  Was  eternal  life  given  them  because  they  were  apostles  ?     No,  verily ; 
but  because  Christ  died  for  them.      Did  Christ  die  for  them,  because  they 
were  exalted  saints  ?      In  no  wise ;  but  because  they  wore  miserable  sinners. 
Eternal  life  was  purchased  for  them  when  they  were  siuuers.     It  was  con- 
signed over  to  them  when  they  were  sinners.     And  neitlier  the  purchase 
nor  the  gift  were  founded  on  their  being  saints,  but  aimed  at  making  them  so. 
That  '*  Christ  died  for  our  sins,"  that  "  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life  ;" 
these  are  the  blessings  of  which  faith  is  the  evidence;  these  the  good  things 
of  which  faith  is  the  substance.      This  is  the  honey  in  the  evangelical  hive ; 
and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  we  can  taste  the  honey,  without  some 
appropriation  of  the  good  things  to  ourselves.  This,  if  I  mistake  not,  is^coinpre- 
bended  in  all  those  figurative  descriptions  of  faith  which  occur  in  holy  writ. 

Ther,  Favour  me  with  some  of  those  descriptions.  I  begin  to  see  a 
peculiar  beauty,  and  an  unequalled  richness,  in  the  figures  of  Scripture. 
Nothing  yields  me  a  more  refined  pleasure,  than  to  investigate  and  discover 
the  exact  sense  of  those  instructive  images.  It  is  somewhat  like  kindling 
the  consecrated  incense  ;  which,  when  rising  in  a  flame,  diflfuscd  light ;  when 
spreading  in  clouds  of  fragrance,  distributed  refreshment. 

Agp.  Faith  is  styled,  "  a  looking  unto  Jesus."  But  if  we  do  not  look  unto 
Jwus  as  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  what  comfort  or  what  benefit  can  we 
derive  from  the  sight  ?  "A  receiving  of  Christ."  But  can  I  have  any  pre- 
tence to  receive  him,  or  take  possession  of  his  merits,  unless  I  am  convinced 
that  they  are  intended  for  me  ?  This  is  what  neither  the  dictates  of  conscience 
will  allow,  nor  the  laws  of  reason  authorise.  "  A  resting  upon  Christ."  But 
how  can  we  rest  on  a  surety,  if  he  has  not  intcrjwsed  on  our  behalf?  or  how 
confide  in  a  payment,  which  we  believe  to  be  made  for  others,  not  for  ourselves? 
Sorely,  Theron,  when  I  rest  upon  an  object,  I  use  it  as  my  support :  when  I 
receive  a  gift,  I  take  it  as  my  own  property.  And  when  the  Israelites  looked 
nnto  the  brazen  serpent,  they  certainly  regarded  it  as  a  remedy,  each  particular 
person  for  himself. 

TAer.  To  cast  ourselves  upon  Christ,  as  an  all-sufficient  Saviour,  and  rely 
upon  him  for  our  whole  salvation — is  not  this  real  faith  ?  This  is  what  I  heard* 
some  time  ago  from  a  celebrated  pulpit. 

Asp.  If  you  rely  on  the  all-sufficiency  of  his  will,  as  well  as  of  his  power ;  if 
you  take  the  comfort  and  appropriate  the  benefit  resulting  from  both;  you 
practise  the  very  thing  I  recommend.  This  is  what  was  taught  from  the 
pulpit  of  infallibility;  and  by  those  first  of  preachers,  who  spake  as  the  Holy 
Ghost  gave  them  utterance.  Let  the  convinced  sinner,  and  the  afflicted  soul, 
^*'  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his  God."  Let  him  not  only 
reverence  Christ  as  the  incarnate  Gt)d,  and  therefore  mighty  to  save ;  but  look 
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uituii  ('liriat  ns  liJs  Gocl,  and  tliercforu  willhijc  tu  saro.  Tlius  M 
upon  the  Rock  or  ages,"  Isa.  !■  10,  without  iDdiil(^nfr  a  doubt  od 
rigbt  to  innkc  uaeuf  it,  or  thcjioBsitnlityuf  its  f&iltng  Iiim.  i 

To  '*  cast  ouroclvea  upon  Christ ;  to  eaal  our  bTirdcn.'*  or  *'  W 
tan  {Emppiirams)  Upon  the  Lordj"  1  Pet.  v.  7  ;  we  niptapUoi^ 
recvWe  some  elucIdtLtioo  from  an  incident  recordrd  in  the  Act& 
marinera  and  posaengers  which  sailed  with  St.  Pnul,  eaw  their  voa 
sawthcwavcsprevailiug,Biwn(>hopcufaitfety(Tom  continuing  in  tl 
cast  therasolvos  (Airoppi^MUT^v)  upon  tlie  floating  pluuks,  Acts  xxT 
coat  themaelves  upon  the  pinnks  without  any  scniplc,  not  quwi 
right  to  make  use  of  them ;  and  tliey  clave  to  tliosB  atippurtors  wi 
confidence,  not  doubting  but,  aceording  to  tha  apostle's  jiromiso, 
CBca])e  safe  to  land.  Be  this  what  peopk<  mean  when  they  speak' 
or  casting  themselves  upon  Christ,  and  I  approve  the  eiprcHAOK 
the  doctrine.  It  Hpeaks  wliat  I  wish  for  my  &icnd,  fur  myself 
fellow-sinntts. 

Let  us  shirt  oiir  situation,  and  view  the  point  in  another  light. 
blcBscd  and  glorious  object  of  our  faith.  Christ  is  represented  1i 
tude  of  bread,  heavenly  bread  for  the  hungry  soul.  Fwth  m  chai 
eating  the  food.  And  can  this  be  done  without  a  personal  applioal 
iabeld  forth  under  the  imago  of  living  waters,  ever  running,  an4 
for  tlie  thirsty  appetite.  But  let  tbein  run  over  ao  copiously,  let  I 
Bcnted  ever  so  freely,  all  this  vrill  neither  quench  the  thirst,  noc 
spirits,  unless  they  are  drunk.     To  do  this  is  the  business  of  faitl 
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Thk  bleasiiig  was  certainly  enjoyed  by  the  holy  men  of  old  ;  but,  like  eveiy 
speciea  of  felicity  in  this  world,  it  was  enjoyed  after  an  imi)erfect  man- 
They  had  an  assured  persuasion  of  God's  present  favour,  and  of  their 
final  happiness.      Nevertheless,  this  assured  ])ersua8ion  was  liable  to  tho 
Its,  both  of  outward  temptations  and  of  in^vard  corruptions,  which  might 
while  impair  its  vigour,  though  not  destroy  its  being;  as  under  a 
nt  swoon  the  spirits  fail,  the  colour  departs,  but  the  vital  principle 


Toa  may  farther  observe,  concerning  those  pious  persons,  that,  when  they 

MB  to  exercise  this  confidence  of  ^th,  they  lament  the  failure :  '^  I  said, 
is  my  infirmity,"  Psalm  Izxvii.  10.  They  chide  themselves  for  it :  "  Why 
Ijltiioa  cast  down,  O  my  soul  ?"  They  encourage  themselves  against  it: 
j^ope  in  God,"  Psalm  xlii.  5 ;  it  is  thy  unquestionable  privilege.  How 
laid  they  do  this— on  what  grounds,  or  from  what  motive — ^if  they  had  not 
piecret  persuasion  that  their  ransom  was  paid,  and  their  God  reconciled ; 
■BSequently,  that  all  their  doubts  were  an  injury  to  his  fidelity  and  to  his 
pwdness? 

\.  Nay,  tlie  church,  even  under  her  darkest  apprehensions,  still  speaks  the 
pirtimcnt,  still  rettuns  the  grace,  for  which  I  am  pleading :  '^  My  Lord," 
pMexed  with  her  lips,  argues  an  applicatory  faith  in  her  heart.  So  copious 
pad  pregnant  are  the  evidences  of  this  precious  doctrine  !  It  is  confirmed  by 
Bb«t  very  jmssage  which  was  produced  for  its  confutation. 

Tker,  If  this  be  the  sentiment  of  the  church  in  general,  is  it  also  the  tem- 
per of  her  particular  members  ?  Was  each  of  them  animated  by  this  firm  and 
Irely  faith  I 

Atp.  Let  these  particular  persons  appear,  and  answer  for  themselves. 
Beir  the  declaration  of  tho  Psalmist :  ''Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and  all 
dat  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name,"  Psalm  ciii.  1,  2.  What  is  the  cause 
if  this  holy  trans]>ort  and  devout' praise  ?  Is  it,  because  God  possibly  may ; 
keanse  he  probably  will  ?  No  ;  but  because  he  actually  does,  forgive  :  "  Who 
ivcth  all  thine  iniquities."     Take  notice  of  Job^s  belief,  and  Job's  support, 

idst  his  unexampled  sufferings :  ''  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  :"  not 
sily  that  there  is  a  Redeemer,  but  that  he  is,  together  with  all  his  saving 
knefits,  mine  ;  which,  being  a  truth  so  sweet  and  delightful,  is  expressed  a 
Hoond  time  :  "  Whom  I  shall  see  for  myself,"  Job  xix.  25 — 2^ ;  to  my  ovra 
idvantage  and  for  my  own  comfort :  see  him  exerting  his  almighty  power  and 
iifiiiitc  mercy,  to  rescue  my  body  from  the  grave,  and  to  deliver  my  soul  from 
hcU.  Wliat  was  Ilabakkuk's  security,  amidst  the  threatening,  the  tremen- 
dous, the  triumphant  malice,  of  his  own  and  his  country's  enemies?  ^'  The 
Loid  God  is  my  strength."  He  says  not,  I  wish,  I  pray,  for  the  divine  favour 
ud  the  divine  succour ;  but  I  am  persuaded  they  both  are  mine ;  my  incs- 
timable  portion,  and  my  inviolable  safeguard.  ''  lie  will  make  my  feet  like 
hinds*  feet,"  that  I  shall  perfectly  escape  from  all  danger ;  '^  and  he  will  make 
■e  walk  upon  mine  high  places,"  beyond  the  reach  of  every  evil,  Hab. 

Tkcr.  Is  this  the  language  of  v  ers  under  the  New  Testament  dispen- 
ation? 

Atp.  Under  every  dispensation,  Theron.  They  who  lived  lieforo  the  law, 
**  were  persuaded  "  (U€ia6€VT€s)  of  the  promises  ;  bad  not  tYie  \*iw\.  A\i!^.Tva^ 
"3*4  n^gaiti  to  the  certainty  of  their  performance  ;  nay,  l\wv  ''''  Q»:^t^A 
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tlKfn  '  '  Kr^rxrxMMWK^  u  tlKir  own  ;  ther  housed  them,  at  it  were,  to 
T^rr  -•  -:?•  :  I!-'  ■  11.  I3l  Th^v  mho  liv^  nn^it-r  the  law  cunid  sav,  **  JU 
M  :>.-  "x<  >  fr  — .  i!v?  w-«i.  ^-.  £»r  hath  he  fvuiove«i  onr  tRiii9^-«sioii8 
ti-,'  Psvlr-  ::::.  12.  Aci  cin  r-^u  im^giii--,  in  the  d^y^  of  tlie  jr«>8prl, 
oar  ^if^^ntij  ^  xr  jira:*.  r.  aad  vur  li;;Lc  U  ckanr,  that  our  faith  ^hofiiM 
w-ak*  r.  ■  r  .r  >.  >  fxr.ter  :  St-  Piter  makes  a  prufirasioiu  which  cxc 
all  ■i'»i>':-nj :  ••  I  in;  a  wiin-.s**  ..f  the  yiirfi-rni^  uf  Chri*t,  and  oIm  a  pifr] 
tak'T  "f  iL-  j'  Ty  :J. »:  *hall  U-  r.-veale'L"  1  IVt-  v.  1.  :>t.  Paul  answenii] 
t-i'*  S1III--  !.•  r-  :■:  -:n:n :  "  I  know  wh«^Tu  1  have  hi'lieved,  ami  I  am  p«i» 
^na^i-'L  x\i^\  n-  '.:1.*  r  l:fv.  n«r  ic^ith.  nor  any  enaturt',  shall  Ik*  aMe  tosqmli 
01*^  iT*:i\  til-?  !  vo  if  tf-L  which  i«  in  Christ  Ji>us  mv  L«»r»L"  Rum.  viii.  3L 
Wii:,  U  :h  whi.*..  :!..  c  r.f  >-•-  n  ..-f  faith  n-o-rKti  bv  ?>t.  Luke  is  rxactlTcn^j 
r  '.j-ii  i-.ni :  ■•  AV  K  ;:.  v. .  il:  »t  ihp-ujh  thi-  ;2Tacc  of  our  \jor\  Jesus  Cluiil^i 
wr  -:).ili  1-   «.»\   ■:    V.  n  .i<  tl.-.  v."  Act?  xv.  11. 

Th.  r.   AV..»  li  t  :'..:-  a  I'rivi',.  jo  fKoii'i^r  t'»  the  apostles  ? 

Aff:   By  ii>i:i  .^r>.      All  U.liiVtr5  an?  liitthrin.  and   have  *' like  prrcHMI: 
faiili."     Il'jrli-wSr.    IVur  ixhiirt;*  ail  hi*  j^'-plo:  "  Gird  up  the  lirtudT 
ymir  mini,  an  1  h  •;*o  i"  ilu-  en<l :"  or,  as  the  wuni  should  rather  he  tmn«btcd| 
h'i|K-  jN  rfxily,  I:i->-  a?-!iriii'.y.  •'  f-r  the  ::riiv  that  is  to  l>e  linMi;yrht  mlt 
you  at  tlio  rcvtluti'in  uf  Ji«ii«  Christ*.*'  1  iVi.  i.  13.     Maintain,  not  a  dia, 
liiit  a  hrijlit  h'i|.i- :  n«>i  a  w.ivi.rin|i:.  I'lic  a  stcaily  ex]Hvtation  of  eternal  file; 
tli.'it  frt.-.  l>ut  .T.in  1  .'ift  «'f  whic!i  the  L^nl  Ji-su^s^  at  his  seeunil  eoming.  shil 
put  vna  in  full   juis*- -e-ion.     The  ap«>?tle.  writ in;I  to  his  Ih-bn'w  mnTeit^ 
nie.iur.ij' <  t1i<  ni  all  t«*  **  Imld  i.\>\  the  conttilt-nee,  and  the  rej«»icin[?  of  bopcii 
tinii  uiit't  tin-  in<l."  IKh.  iii.  <i.     Fnau  wlum-e  it  is  deducilile,  that  a  trat 
aiiiinintin;;  t'>  mnli'li-nee.  aii'I  the  jnv  whii-h  naturallv  n*sults  from  such  i 
tru«t,   \v>  r<'  till*  (■•tinnioii  purtinn  i>f  Christians :  i^i^^^ssihI.  not  barely  hy  mv 
frw  »  x.ili-  -l  <.iint^,  but  liy  tlie  f>llii\viT*  nf  Jr^i-is  in  Lrfm-ral.     I  niiirht  hrii^ 
iii.iiiy  iMi.ri   install.!-.      Hut  wliy  -luniM  I   multiply  pnmfs,  sineo  the  beluved 
iliM-iiilr  ■l-'!;ir^.  ■•  Tln'««-  tliinj»  liavr  I  written  untu  vnu  tliat  Ivlieve  i»ii  the 
iiaiiii-  fif  i!;.-  S.n  irf  <i'.:l.  t'uil  v.iu  HKiv  kiiuw  tl;at  \v  have  eternal  life.'" 

'/'/"/•.  Tni  •,  A^j»:i>i'».  Tliis  ei>ineiiU'S  with  my  apprehensions.  The  Scrip- 
tun  ?*  are  writtt  n. — lir-l,  tluit  wi-  may  In-lieve,  ami  U'  entitlol  to  et  rnal  life; 
— nt'Xt,  that  wr  niav  liavi-  tin-  kuuwlnW  of  our  belief,  and  a  ronsciousncM 
of  our  titli*.  Till' ajHistlr  MipptiM«s  his  currespi indents  to  iK^ssess?  the  fumuTf 
yet  not  t-i  have  attaint  d  tlu*  latti-r. 

./y/i.  l^  it  certain  that  In-  niakts  sueh asuppi»>ition  ?  lie  writes,  1  imajjiw, 
nut  with  the  view  «if  Ieadin«?  tlu  ni  to  ritlur.  but  i>f  eontinnin;;  them  in  iNitb. 
III-  iiitliiiat  's,  that  the  |>rivili-i:i'  and  the  cimifort  should  j:o  to^f.ther.  If  w 
bi'lii'vr  that  Christ  is  our  sunty  ;  wc  should  be  iHTsuaded,  that  ho  1.M 
paid  (iiir  debt,  and  satisfied  justice  to  the  very  utteniiost  fiUthin:;.  If  wc 
bclicvr  that  Christ  is  our  britle;:room  ;  we  should  rest  assured,  that  liii 
ri^lite«iusui'ss,  his  inhtritanee,  and  his  kingdom,  are  ours.  And  why  should 
we  take  pains  to  st-parate  wliat  (iod's  word  and  the  very  nature  of  things 
have  united  ?  Will  this  turn  to  our  advantaffe?  niu-it  it  not  issue  in  oni 
h>sM  ?  Hesides,  aceordiujLr  to  your  own  interpretation,  wluH'ver  falls  short  of 
this  cheering  knowledge,  falls  short  of  one  great  end  for  which  the  Scrip- 

•  I'i,-  tiAj,-  or  f*--x-;^t  Ti/.it,.  i»i:;iiify  *'  to  the  ciul."     liul  ti/..*.,-,  as  far  a>  1  cau  nculki'*' 
f>f'r/tvh\  infct/rr,  iu  Ikib  cuuueiion.  «  um  jirmn  Jiducia.  VxvXv  ^  ^\\m  ^«v^tvc«.. 
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.ares  wcro  writtc*n.  He  receives  not  bis  full  reward  :  he  only  gleans  where 
10  might  reap ;  is  tossed  on  the  ocean  of  uncertainty :  whereas  ''  tliey 
ihmi  have  believed "  have  gained  the  port,  have  dropped  their  anchor,  and 
**  enter  into  rest."  Heb.  iv.  3. 

Tker.  Believed !  What  ?  that  onr  sins  are  laid  upon  Christ  ?  that  he  was 
obedient  in  our  stead  ?  that  all  spiritual  blessings  are  thereby  procured  for  our 
•^Hsven  for  our  enjoyinent  ? 

Atp.  The  blessings  you  mention  are  evidently  the  purport  of  the  gospel. 

And  I  know  of  no  other  justifpng  faith,  but  that  which  relates  to  the  gospel, 

mnd  believes  its  report,  Isa.  liii.  1.     Nor  can  I  tliink,  that  any  other  belief 

will  administer  the  tranquillity,  or  produce  the  rest,  specified  by  the  apostle. 

Bat  here,  I  find,  lies  the  core  and  root  of  our  controversy.     This  is  the  pre- 

oae  point  to  be  settled,  What  it  is  to  believe  ?  what  is  included  in  this  very 

important  word  ? — ^Tliis  question  might  renew  our -dispute,  and  cause  the 

past    arguments  to  recur:    whereas,   I  would  gladly  get    rid  of   dis])ut- 

stion.       We  have  already  been  too   long  detained  in    these  disagreeable 

faths.     However,  since  you  have  given  the  occasion,  I  may  just  touch  upon 

nothcr  text  or  two.     For  I  would  willingly  drive  this  nail  to  the  head,  and 

■ot  leave  my  friend  unconvinced  on  a  subject  of  the  utmost  consequence. 

The  Lord  declares,  by  his  prophet,  '^  I,  even  I,  am  he  that  blottetli  out  thy 
tnuisgressions."  To  believe,  is  to  subscribe  this  declaration  ;  to  subscribe 
with  our  hand,  and  profess  from  our  heart,  ^'  ]..ord,  it  is  done,  as  thou  hast 
wd."  Faith  is,  if  I  may  so  speak,  the  who  of  the  divine  voice.  It  eagerly 
catches,  and  punctually  reverberates,  the  joyful  sound.  Does  God  say, 
**Thou  art  my  people  ?"  Faith  replies,  "  Thou  art  my  God,"  IIos.  ii.  23 ; 
not  barely  desiring,  but  confidently  averring,  an  interest  in  his  favour.  This 
explanation  of  faith  is  given  us  by  a  wisdom  which  camiot  be  deceived,  by  a 
fidk^lity  which  cannot  deceive.  Once  more  :  our  Lord  bears  this  testimony 
eoDceming  Thomas,  "  Thomas,  thou  hast  believed."  Now  then,  I  think,  wo 
have  got  an  infallible  touchstone.  Let  us  examine  what  that  is  which  Jesus 
Christ  calls  believing.  Whatever  it  be,  it  is  the  determination  of  truth 
itsi'lf ;  and  should  pass  for  a  verdict,  from  which  there  lies  no  appeal.  And 
this,  this  is  the  confession  of  Thomas,  '^  My  Lord  and  my  God,"  John  xx. 
28,  29.  This,  this  exi)resses  what  our  divine  Master  calls  believing.  When 
therefore,  we  confess  with  our  lips,  and  are  persuaded  in  our  hearts,  that  Jesus 
U  our  Lord,  who  bought  us  with  his  blood ;  that  Jesus  is  our  God,  who  vrill 
exert  all  his  adorable  perfections  for  our  good ;  then  we  truly  believe.  Wo 
believe,  in  our  Saviour's  sense  of  the  word ;  we  have  that  faith  which  he 
allows  to  be  genuine. 

TAer.  Is  this  the  constant  language  of  faith  ?  According  to  this  account, 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  infant  and  the  adult ;  between  the  new- 
born babe,  and  the  full-grown  man,  in  Christ.  Your  spiritual  children, 
Aspasio,  must  be  men  from  their  birth  ;  nay,  bom  in  all  the  vigour  of  man- 
hood :  whereas,  the  apostle  makes  an  evident  difference  between  the  babes, 
the  young  men,  and  the  fathers ;  between  faith,  the  assurance  of  faith,  and 
the  full  assurance  of  faith.  If  we  are  told  of  a  patriarch,  who  was  ''  stroi 
in  faith,"  we  read  of  some  Roman  converts,  who  were  "  weak  in  the  faith  j 
and  wc  hear  our  Lord  speaking  to  disciples,  who  were  *'*'  fearful,  and 
little  faith." 

A9j>,  Between  faith,  and  the  full  atisuranee  of  faiih^  the  apo&tle  uv«i.k.<i 
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diffrifnco.     Tlio  one  \a  the  most  exalted  pitch,  wfiore  the  other  is  but 
iiifi'rior  cU-vatimi.     Yot  1»oth  are  rounds  of  the  saine  ladder.     ]  do  not 
hiT,  that  thi'  sarri'd  writer  anv  where  ditftin^iiislies  Wtween  faith  and 
ami*.     IIio-Tif  aiiil  lUTrnit^rnnt^fiit/t  and  rtinji«/rnri'^  are  joined  in  the  epi^ 
the  Eiihe^iau!;!.     It  is  the  ojiinion  of  the  }wfi  critics,  that  the  scn^  of  tti 
latter  is  inehided  in  the  former.     Tlie  cri ties' opinion  is  confirmed  hjAi 
a|M»!*tle>'  drehiration,  "  AVe  have  access  with  eontidence  thruuifh  faiih,"  Ephk 
iii.    12.     (.\iuld  yonder  sun  diffuse  warmth  thron;;h  the  air,  if  it  had 
wanntli  in  it^'lf  <     No  more  could  faitli  produce  confidence  in  the  belieTO^^ 
if  in  its  own  nature  it  did  nut  contain  the  same. 

Tlie  case  of  little  faith,  I  think,  may  be  explained  from  our  lord's  out 
expostulation  :  *"*"  O  tliou  of  little  faith,  whrrefon^  didst  thou  doubt  V  Utt$. 
was  :i  faith,  not  tmly  in  niri>t''s  power,  hut  alni  in  his  will.  Nay,  herewii 
an  appro] iria t in •:  faitli.  by  whieh  the  apo^le  applied  lM»th  to  himst^If:  "I 
verily  b,'lii-ve,  tliat  my  divine  M.ister  \a  able  to  presiTve  me,  even  thonglil: 
venture  to  tri'ad  upon  this  tempestuous  sea.  I  am  persuaded  like^Hse,  tka| 
he  will  upIiuM  me,  and  not  buffer  his  ^rvant  to  ])(Tisli  in  the  hazardov 
eutrrprise."  Nothini;  Irss  than  this  could  have  produc«*d  that  hazardom 
entrrprise,  ur  have  iiidioblcned  him  to  walk  upon  the  rolling  liilIo>vs. 

l>o  you  not  disciTu.  in  this  instance,  some  de^'ree  of  pen^i'mal  application 
some  n-al  a>Miranee  of  faith?  It  is  tnie,  this  faith  was  \*i(dently  assaultii 
by  doubts,  ami  i^n'atly  t'ufccbbMl  by  fears*.  Yet  still  it  was  tif  the  applies 
tory  kind.  "lie  can.  he  will,"  were  expressive  of  its  nature;  though th 
hoist. Tous  winils.  and  the  tvrrifvinr|r  appearance  of  things,  almost  drowned  ill 
vi»irf,  or  stitbd  the  wonls  in  their  utterance. 

77/1  r.   If  yoii  allow  no  ditfi-nnce  between  fiiith  and  confidence,  I  am  veijr  j 
»ure  St.  .fi»lin  \mU  a  jlitlVrenee  between  babes,  younjr  men.  and  fathers. 

Jy/'.  lb*  «ln(»«i.  TlnMU  ;  and  •;<•  would  I.  Ntitlu-rean  1  think  of  any  tiling 
niori>  prnju-r  to  cxitlain  my  nicaniuir,  or  establi*jh  my  tenot,  tliau  your  oim 
euiiipari^  III.  lii  s-nn'  rniltriii  faiiillv.  vt»u  in:iv  see  «'Ue  child  in  liadin?- 
sliIiiLs  ;  iiiimlhT  aliji  tt»  walk  by  it^'lt*;  a  tbinl  coini'  Imuu',  ii!i|T(JVr(l  and 
eultivatcd  I'nnii  tb.'  s:-lino|  oi'  litrraluri*.  ()bs.'rve  tlu'ir  sjM'celi.  ihw  li?pi 
out  a  tVw  broken  >•  r.t'.  r.ct  s  ;  aiiotluT  talks  intflliuiblv,  but  Vi-rv  i«e()rni:tlv: 
the  l:i>t  has  bann  d  to  i  xprrs^  hinisi  If  with  toKTabK'  pro|>riety.  Yit  each 
speaks  tlu'  ^Aww  laniTuaL''',  nntwitlistamlinii  the  various  de;;n*es  of  fluency 
in  tbi'ir  uttrranc'.  or  purity  in  tlnir  dictiou.  So  faith  always  spiaks  one 
ami  tlir  s:iiiie  unifoiiii  I.iUlu:!!.'^''  Whether  slie  listps  or  stammers;  wliitlicr 
she  wbisji.  rs  iu  faint  acc«.uis,  or  rais.-s  her  Vi)ice  in  a  more  manly  tone;  this 
is  still  tlie  unvaried  import  of  Iut  sjiecch  :  '"  (ii»l,  even  our  own  Ciod,  will 
pvi'  us  bis  blrxsiiiir."  Cau  you  forgot  how  St.  Joliu  adtlressi»s  evfu  his  little 
ehildn  II  ?  ''I  write  unto  you,  little  children,  In  cause  your  sIun  are  forgivin," 
1  John  ii.  1:2. 

77^  r.  Will  not  this  account  dlscimraire  some,  and  offend  others,  wlio  are 
not  arrived  at  such  an  exalted  jiitch  ? 

*  I  must  In-g  of  the  oandid  n-adi-r  to  take  particiilar  iititioe  (.f  ibis  liiniMlinn  :  auil  miut 
entreat  tliv  iii)])artial  fxainincr,  not  to  f)rt;et  ihi:*  conccfsion.  \\  c-  no  whtri*  !-i;|n»05i'.  that 
n  fn-i'iloni  from  all  fi■ar^,  or  n  suporiority  to  all  doubts.  ari>  inclmli-d  in  the  nature  of  failb- 
\Vt'  only  atlirin,  t)iat  an  app.  upriatinic  per>uasion  or  ashur.incc  an-  nerrisary  to  tliebvin^cf 
faith.     This  a.>surance  may  be  i  iii'umbeird  with  doubt ii,  aivd  may  eouiliot  with  fears.    But 

afill  it  I.".  .If: s Hi.. rice real  a."isur.vm'c-  auA  ytoNC* '\V.s\:\1  Vo \»»i  ib\vv\\,\iN  ov'\jv>*\>^^  ■a^A't^^- 

f;lii:g  with  file  contrary  principle. 


DIALOGUE  XVI.  429 

Anp.  I  would  not  offend  the  meanest,  nor  discourago  the  weakest  of  my 
edi^mcr's  servants.  As  for  ofFonce,  that  cannot  be  given,  and  ought  not  to 
» taken,  when  all  we  advance  is  strictly  conformable  to  the  unerring  oracles. 
Hiereas,  to  qualify  and  attenuate  the  scriptural  descriptions  of  faith,  in 
OKiplaisance  to  our  experience;  to  make  the  unhappy  fluctuations  and 
iworthy  suspicions,  which  possess  the  breasts  of  some  particular  Christians 
-to  make  them  the  rule  of  explaining,  or  the  measure  of  enforcing  so 
kpital  a  duty — this,  sure,  would  be  an  offence  to  God,  an  injury  to  his  word, 
id  detrimental  to  the  welfare  of  souls. 

With  regard  to  discouragement,  I  cannot  conceive  how  this  should  ensue 
■cm  infonning  the  poor  sinner  that  he  has  a  right  to  apply  Christ,  and  all 
Thrist 8  merits,  to  himself;  or  from  exhorting  the  poor  sinner  to  do  this, 
nihout  any  hesitation,  and  with  a  resolute  dependence.  In  this  case,  to 
ioubt  is  to  be  discouraged  :  as  much  as  you  want  certainty,  so  much  you 
Irant  consolation.  Tlie  proper  way  to  comfort  these  distressed  people  is,  not 
0  allow,  but  to  dissipate  their  doubts;  to  blow  away  those  dead  ashes,  tliat 
he  smothered  embers  may  shine  and  glow. 

Were  we  to  inquire  after  the  cause  of  that  disquietude  and  despondency 
vhich  are  so  common  among  modem  professors,  1  am  inclined  to  suspect  we 
liould  find  it  Mng  hid  in  their  wrong  appn^hcnsions,  both  of  Christ  and  of 
kith.  They  look  upon  Christ  as  a  rigorous  and  forbidding  monarch,  who 
usts  npon  some  hard  tcruis  and  high  qualifications.  Whereas,  his  heart 
nd  his  anns  are  ever  open  ;  his  heart  as  o])on,  as  infinite  love  can  set  it ;  his 
inns  as  o]K'n,  as  infinite  merit  can  make  them.  They  look  upon  faith  as 
nntaiuing  a  possibility  only,  or,  at  most,  a  probability,  of  salvation  through 
lis  name.  It  is  with  thorn  a  kind  of  pcrad venture ;  a  situation  of  mind 
loctuating  and  ]H*ndulous.  "  Perhaps  I  may  succeed  and  be  eternally 
Jessed :  perha])3  I  may  be  n*ji»ctr(l  and  eternally  mined."  Such  a  state  of 
nspeiise,  in  an  affair  of  everlasting  consequence,  cannot  but  create  uneasiness 
nd  anxiety. 

Tills  uneasiness  and  anxietv  seem  to  have  been  little  known  in  the  earlier 

« 

nd  better  days  of  the  church.  And  why  ?  Because  Christians  were  then 
xposed  to  the  rage  of  i)ersecution  ?  Because  they  were  placed  nearer  the 
me  of  Christ's  sojourning  on  earth  ?  I  rather  think,  because  they  were 
inght  this  particular  and  comfortable  applieatiim  of  Christ  and  his  righte- 
isness.  Tliey  exercised  a  confident  affiance  on  Jesus,  as  their  own  Redeemer  ; 
id  were  sliewn  a  more  direct  way  to  obtain  this  assurance,  than  merely  to 
arch  after  their  own  renewed  qualities. 

Thcr,  Surely,  Aspasio,  in  this  particular  you  differ,  not  from  me  only,  but 
9m  the  generality  of  the  ortho<lox. 

A»p.  I  am  sorry  to  find  myself  under  a  necessity  of  differing  from  any 
orthy  persons,  much  more  of  disagreeing  with  the  generality.  This  I  can 
fely  aver,  that  it  is  not  from  any  affectation  of  novelty,  or  any  fondness  for 
sputing,  but  from  a  disinterested  regard  to  the  tiiith  of  the  gospel.  I 
ould  be  glad  to  have  the  concurrence  of  all  the  serious,  and  all  the  pious ; 
it  I  dare  not  purchase  their  approbation,  I  dare  not  attempt  a  coalition 
ntimcnts,  by  diminishing  the  boundless  riches  of  grace,  or  restricting 
Hfolute  freeness  of  salvation  by  Christ. 

You  are  pleased  to  remind  me  of  the  orthodox.     Pray,  my  dear  fri^ 
hat  18  the  standard   of  orthodoxv  ?     Is  it  the  word  of  revelation  ? 


..obu-sts  and  if  not  "  doa<l,"   Rev.   iii 
thorcforc  to  consider  whether  the  di 
8o  justly  hiniented   in  the  present  a 
a]>pro]>ri:iting  hi'lief,  or  thi.s  assured 

A  sweet  assurance  of  ])ardoii9  a  co 
tion  with  God,  an  established  ho])G  o 
these  will  be  operative  in  the  soul,  as 
enkindle  love,  and  increase  watchfulnc 
of  mind,  and  work  an  unfeigned  ablic 
heart  with  charity,  and  exalt  the  afic 
the  ])ro)>er,  and  the  only  effectual  means 
tliat  is,  "  thoroughly  furnished  to  every 

But  the  doubting  frame  is  not  fitted  t 
am  apprehensive  there  are  several  gra< 
several  duties  which  can  scarcely  be  jierfi 
dence  prevails. 

Ther,  Name  them,  Aspasio. 

A9p,  I  am  afraid,  lest  I  should  seem  t( 
which  neither  becomi^s  my  condition,  nor 

Ther,  I  besct^ch  you,  my  dear  friend, 
nothing    to  do  with  compliments.     My 
comfort,  and  my  everlasting  ha]>piness  a 
any  little  punctilios  to  overbear  such  wei^ 

Suppose  you  are  a  teacher ;  I  have  gi 
become  your  scholar.     For  I  freely  confes 
oilier  instances,  I  am  very  ignorant  in  th 
Nay,  though  I  have  read  the  Scriptures 
utter  stranger  to  their  spiritual  meaning. 
here,  therefore,  I  ought  to  be  teachable 
would  become  as  a  li**!"  '•^■" 
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Up.  Tour  onswor,  Theron,  Bliall  be  a  law.  '^Love  to  God"  is  the  first 
imandment ;  and,  without  all  peradventure,  is  the  principal  grace.  But 
>  easy,  is  it  possible,  to  love  God,  before  we  have  any  persuasion  of  his 
)  to  us  ?  Tliis  is  what  the  apostles  did  not,  could  not  do.  And,  if  it 
}eded  their  ability,  it  will  doubtless  be  above  the  reach  of  our  capacity. 
i  thing  may  be  attempted ;  the  practice  may  be  urged ;  we  may  see  tlie 
sssity  of  it,  and  desire  to  perform  it ;  but  we  shall  never,  never  be  able  to 
rcise  it,  till  we  have  some  comfortable  apprehension  of  God's  reconciliation 

good- will  to  us.  "  We  love  him."  Wherefore  ?  from  what  inducement  ? 
ecause  he  first  loved  us,"  1  John  iv.  10 ;  and  because  this  love  hath  been 
le  evident  to  our  consciences  by  the  light  of  faith. 

Vliat  think  you  of  '^  delight  in  God  ?  "  This  also  is  a  Christian  grace, 
i  **  how  can  two  walk  together,  except  they  be  agreed  ? "  We  never 
et  an  intimacy  with  the  person  who  declares  himself  our  enemy.  Nay,  if 
:e  be  only  a  suspicion  that  he  bears  us  a  secret  ill-will,  we  shall  be  jealous 
rusting  him,  and  averse  to  approach  him.  This  was  the  case  of  our  first 
mis,  immediately  after  the  fall.  Instead  of  drawing  near  to  their  Creator  - 
h  pleasure  and  gratitude,  they  ficd  from  him  with  anxiety  and  terror. 
1  why  ?  Because  they  were  under  the  alarming  apprehensions  of  his 
>Ieasure.  Whereas,  let  us  once  believe  what  the  apostle  affirms,  *'^  When 
were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,"  Rom. 
.0  ;  let  us  cordially  credit  what  the  prophet  repeatedly  declares,  "  There- 
t  will  the  Lord  wait,  that  he  may  be  gracious  unto  you ;  and  tlierefore 
[  he  be  exalted,  that  he  may  have  mercy  upon  you,"  Isa.  xxx.  18 ;  then 
shall  seek  his  face  with  alacrity ;  our  affections  will  be  on  the  wing  to 
itc  their  almighty  Benefactor ;  we  shall  "  joy  in  God  through  our  Lord 
as  Christ." 

r/ier.  To  the  enjoyment  of  so  many  spiritual  consolations,  and  the  exercise 
everal  delightful  gniccs,  I  aeknowledgo,  an  assured  faith  is  necessary;  but — 
i*p.  Ay,  Tlieron,  you  may  well  hesitate.     It  will  be  difficult  to  fill  up 

chasm  in  your  discourse.  For  my  part,  I  know  not  any  duty  of  holiness 
ich  can  be  j)erfonned  arigl:t,  without  some  degree  of  this  confiding  faith. 
i  are  to  ^'  walk  worthy  of  him  who  hath  called  us  to  his  kingdom  and 
ry,"  1  Thess.  ii.  12  ;  but  if  we  doubt  whether  we  in  particular  are  called, 
V  can  this  influence  our  conversation  ?  We  are  to  be  "  followers  of  God, 
lis  dear  children,"  Eph.  v.  1.  But  if  we  do  not,  cannot,  will  not  believe, 
IS  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father,"  how  can  such  a  consideration  sway  our  hearts  ? 
y,  upon  what  principles  can  such  a  ])erson  address  himself  to  discharge  any 
?c  of  the  Christian  life  ?  We  are  to  "  abound  in  the  works  of  the  Lord," 
n  the  animating  prospect  of  a  glorious  resurrection,  1  Cor.  xv.  58.  This 
cannot  do  ;  In^eause  he  a])prehends  hiuiself  to  have  no  lot  or  portion  in  tlic 
ised  hope.  We  are  to  open  our  hands  in  charity  to  others,  from  a  view 
hat  heavenly  kingdom  which  was  })repared  for  us  from  the  foundation  of 

world,  IVIatt.  xxv.  31.  We  are  to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthincss  of 
h  and  spirit,  on  account  of  those  precious  promises  which  are  freely  given 
IS  in  Christ  Jesus,  2  Cor.  vii.  1.  But  where  unbelieving  doubts  prcdom- 
fce,  these  endearing  and  invigorating  motives  are  lost.  The  man  has  no 
nest  in  the  encouraging  promist's,  has  no  title  to  the  blissful  inheritance;  . 
scquently,  these  sinews  of  evangelical  obedience,  with  respect  to  liim,  av^ 
lumbeil,  withered,  dead. 


.,    aim    misgiving   U'inper. 

warblos  and  mounts  in  the  finnnmt 
earth,   and  ^oin^:  to   minglo  with  t. 
prayor. — Should   a  fowhir  slioot  the  s 
wouKl  she  fall  from  her  elev«atioii,  an 
that  of  distrusting  prayer. 

I  know  not  how  to  leave  this  suhjec 
of  St.  James,  than  which  nothing  can 
should  really  alarm  the  doubting  disp* 
the  most  horrid  sin.     It  should  alarm 
the  beacons  suddenly  kindled,  and  all  oi 
of  the  maritime  coasts.     ^'  Let  him  pra} 
that  doubteth  is  like  a  wave  of  the  sc 
James  i.  (5.     Nay,  the  apostle  adds, — ; 
regarded ;  it  should  abide  with  weight 
from  a  casuist  who  could  neither  be  too  i 
passion,  nor  too  rigorous,  through  an  exti 
man,"  the  doubting  supplicant,   *'thiuk 
the  Lord." 

Never  then,  my  worthy  friend,  never  n 
Pursue  them  witli  fire  and  sword.  Give 
as  Saul  was  commanded  to  treat  the  A  ma 

Th^,  If  we  are  grieved  at  the  renn 
aversion  to  all  sin ;  if  the  ]irevai1ing  biai 
Redeemer,  and  the  habitual  breathing  of  • 
image ;  may  we  not  suppose  ourselves  p 
though  wo  have  not  the  confidence  an<l 
because  I  a]fjf)rehend  this  is  not  my  peculi 
many  other  Christians  of  the  weaker  sort 

•  ll^»9uymy^^   **  access  wif^  •  "^ 
tionen  eni^-  — ' 
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1  in  my  own.  May  wc  not  humbly  suppose  our  condition  safe,  though  we 

not  presume  to  use  the  Umguage  of  the  spouse,  ^'  My  beloved  is  mine,  and 

imhisr 

Atp*  So  you  are  still  inclined  to  spare  Agag,  because  delicately  and  spe- 

osly  disguised  under  the  appearance  of  tenderness  to  weak  souls.     I  should 

re  thought  the  text  from  St.  James  must  have  done  execution  like  the  pro> 

Bt  Samnel's  sword ;  but  since  corrosives  succeed  not,  let  us  make  trial  of 


When  the  great  Jehovah  is  pleased  to  say,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God ;" 
m,  upon  this  authentic  warrant,  to  use  Hie  language  of  the  spouse  is 
I'ther  more  nor  less  than  to  declare,  ^^  [  am  persuaded  that  Christ  is  faithful 
1  true,  that  he  speaks  what  he  thinks,  and  will  do  what  he  says."  Whereas, 
deny  this  by  downright  unbelief,  or  to  question  this  by  living  in  suspense, 
mot  humble  duty,  but  proud  disobedience.  Might  not  the  Lord  Jesus 
itiy  complain,  "  What  iniquity  have  sinners  found  in  me  ?  "  what  unkind- 
H,  or  what  unfaithfulness,  that  they  are  so  much  afraid  of  confiding  in  my 
ioe,  and  of  believing  my  word  ? 

Yon  ask,  whether  the  state  of  these  persons  is  safe,  and  their  faitli  real  ? 
MiBwer,  why  should  not  their  state  be  happy,  and  their  faith  assured  ? 
Iiy  should  you,  or  they,  or  any  one,  plead  the  cause  of  unbelief,  and  veil 
with  the  plausible  pretext  of  humility  ?  Let  these  persons  know,  wl.at- 
er  their  names  or  their  circumstances  are,  that  th(<y  have  as  good  a  right 
adopt  the  words  of  the  spouse,  as  we  have  to  walk  in  these  gardens,  aii<l 
joyed  their  refined  delights.  Yet  tlicy  will  do  well  to  remember,  that 
ose  qualifications,  however  amiable,  are  by  no  means  the  ground  of  their 
l^t.  They  are  to  advance  their  claim,  and  hold  fast  the  blei?9ing,  not  as 
en  ornamented  with  fine  endowments,  but  as  poor,  indigent,  guilty  sinners. 
)r  such  the  Saviour  is  provided  ;  to  sucli  his  benefits  are  proposed,  and  on 
ch  his  grace  will  be  magnified. 

Ther.  Do  you  elude  my  question,  or  give  up  your  point  ?  One  or  the 
her  my  Aspasio  certainly  does. 

Atp.  Since  my  friend  so  peremptorily  affirms,  I  will  not  have  the  ill 
anners  to  deny.  I  will  own  the  former  charge ;  tlie  latter  I  cannot  admit. 
will  own,  that  at  present  I  had  much  rather  act  as  a  comforter  than  as  a 
tputant.  On  some  otlier  occasion  I  will  undertake  to  consider,  and  endea- 
rar  to  answer,  all  your  objections. .  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  far  from  giving 
>  the  point,  barely  by  inquiring,  why  such  persons  should  lose  their  time, 
id  perhaps  embarrass  their  minds,  in  these  less  profitable  suppositions,  when 
lere  is  a  direct,  a  compendious,  and  a  certirin  method  of  obtaining  peace, 
T  appropriating  Christ  and  his  merits,  without  recurring  to  any  such  qualifi- 
ktions  ? 

Nevertheless,  if  you  insist  upon  a  positive  reply,  I  am  obliged  to  declare, 
lat  faith  consists  in  none  of  those  qualifications  which  you  doscrihc.  The 
nguage  of  faith  is  not  — "I  feel  such  an  aversion ;  I  am  actuated  with  such 

bias;  or  I  breathe  such  a  desire  :"  but — "  God  has  freely  loved  me  ;  Christ 
as  graciously  died  for  me  ;  auvl  the  Holy  Ghost  will  assuredly  sanctify  mo 
I  the  belief,  the  appropriating  belief,  of  those  precious  trutlis  *." 

'  If  the  readisr  finds  this  Dialogue  too  long:,  here  he  will  have  a  convenient  rcjtting- 
kce. 

F  F 
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But  8et\  Tlii*run  !  Yunder  black  and  low-hung  clond  poinU  tluB  irm 
It  Bcenia  h\^  with  a  !»hower  ;  it  inarchM  on  apace,  and  will  soon  be  OTeroi 
hcadx.     We  mii^t  in:!{tantly  flv  to  shelter. 

TA^r,  it  is  wfll  wo  have  thi^i  summer-house  for  onr  shelter.  I|| 
thickctit  bniighs  would  }»e  insufficient  to  screen  us.  I  think,  I  imi|| 
saw  a  more  iin{K'tuuus  burst  of  rain.  A  shower !  No,  it  is  a  descenifiri 
deluge.  The  larL'c.  rv>py,  riH'king  drops,  came  down  like  a  torrent  S^j 
pri.sing !  What  a  tlri-a<iful  flash  wa.s  there  !  A  sheet  of  ^sulphureous  in 
launched  from  the  ili^iiial  ^'lutmi,  and  wTapping  the  whole  skies  in  a  bloii 
Xiit  a  ninmi-nt'd  interval  Ix-t  w^R^  the  lightnin<;V  ra:;e  and  the  thunder'a  i^ 
IIuw  sudden  and  vant  the  explosion  !  What  a  deip,  prolonged,  tremendous  p^ 
ensues  !     It  S4>eins  a:*  if  the  ]Hjles  of  earth  and  the  pillars  of  nature  cnu^Ect 

See,  my  dear  A-spasio,  aev  the  direful  havoc,  the  horrid  effbcts»  of  tU 
elementary  tumult.  Yonder  uik,  which  reared  its  towering  head  sk^i 
and  spreail  wide  it^  graceful  branches,  its  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  tm^ 
into  a  naked  trunk.  Tlicre  it  i^tands,  ringed  and  torn  ;  stript  of  its  Todi^ 
honours  *,  and  hurnanidedby  its  own  shattered  fragments.  How  feaifol  j 
the  artillery  of  lieavt  u  ! 

Axj*.  And  wliy — why  did  not  the  blow  fall  on  this  guilty  breast  1 
was  not  the  iiery  bolt,  whieli  flew  so  near,  commissioned  to  pierce  our  L 
If  our  heavenly  Futlier  has  been  .so  tenderly  careful  of  these  perishing 
will  he  not  1h'  much  man*  gracious  to  our  immortal  souls  ?     Will  he  not  cl 
them  with  that  immaculate  rolie,  which  is  the  only  security  from  the 
of  etenial  vengeance  ?     And  let  me  as<k.  Can  this  be  a  security  to  d«, 
wu  are  vesti'd  with  it  ?     C*ould  this  building,  though    very  substantia], 
Secured  us  fnini   the  nishing  rains,  if  we  had  not  betakeu  ourselves  to 
friendly  covert  ? 

w 

Clirist  is  re])n'S('nted,  in  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah,  by  this  very  imagi»;  h^ 
'*  a  jilarc  of  nfiiL"'.  :tiitl  as  a  covert  from  the  storm  and  from  rain,"  Isa.  it.  ft^ 
That  is,  liix  merits  nud  ih'ath  are  a  sure  protection  from  the  curse  of  tTielaWp; 
and  thr  daiiiiiati(»ii  of  htH.  No  furyuf  tlie  eKnii'nt:«  so  terrible  as  tliese:  i^ 
bulwark  of  stoiir  so  iiiipregnable  as  those.  Jftliis  is  a  pru]K>r  emblem  oCt 
diri^t.  to  what  bliall  we  liken  faith  <  To  a  ]H'r>uasion,  that  the  «lieltor  ofi 
the  suinmer-hoitse  is  free  for  our  u^e  {  To  a  high  esteem  of  its  accommodi-: 
tion,  an  earnest  desire  after  its  protection,  or  an  habitual  tendency  towards  it  I- 
Would  thin  (h'fciid  tis  fniiii  the  inelemeneicii  of  the  weather  ?  Would  thil 
kei*p  us  dry,  amidst  (what  you  call)  the  descending  deluge?  Would  thil 
esteem,  desire,  or  tendeuey,  unless  carried  into  actual  entrance  and  possessioiii 
be  a  proi)er  siife^'uard,  or  indeed  any  manner  of  advantage  to  our  persons  ? 

T/irr.  No,  Aspasio  ;  neither  would  a  persuasion  that  the  summer-houefe  is 
mine. 

Aitjf.  True  ;  but  a  b(*lief  that  Christ  is  mine,  is  like  entering  the  summer- 
house.  When  tlu^  divine  Spirit  reveals  the  obedient  and  dying  Saviour  ii 
my  heart ;  when  I  am  enabled  to  believe,  that  his  death  w^is  the  desert  of 
my  sins,  and  his  obedit^ncc  is  the  matter  of  my  justification  ;  when  I  live  in 
the  exorcise  of  this  approi)riating  faith,  then  I  And  that  comfort,  and  I  re- 

■  Docs  not  this  give  us  the  most  awful  nml  grand  sense  of  Psal.  xxix.  9  ?     "The  voicf 
of  the  I^)rd,"  when  utten-d  in  thundt-r,  and  accompanied  with  lightning,  not  only  "ili*- 
covereth  the  thick  bushes,  butstnv^^  \\\o  ioTC»\.-r  \ji>i*Wtv.  \\\«iV\TWEvtVv\xv^;^<»d«;  reducei 
the  most  maguificcnt  uiid  flourishing  ceAanilo  ublV^^  wv^^WYkttt^vrM^*. 
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rive  that  benefit,  which  correflpond  with  the  repose  and  security  we  now 
■joj  liom  this  hospitable  structure. 

7*iUr.  ^iay  I  then,  firom  this  instant,  look  upon  Christ,  his  glorious  person, 
Bi  perfect  righteousness,  and  his  predous  death,  as  my  certain  inheritance  ? 
Hay  I  firmly  believe,  that  through  this  grand  and  immensely  meritorious 
M8e»  I  sluill  have  pardon  and  acceptance,  true  holiness,  and  endless 
ihmtion? 

Awp,  Why  should  yon  not  believe  all  this  firmly  ?  Yon  have  the  same 
nton  to  believe  with  a  steady  confidence,  as  to  believe  with  any  degree  of 
Aanoe.  It  is  the  free  promise  of  the  gospel,  addressed  to  sinners,  that  war- 
fents  the  latter ;  and  the  very  same  promise,  under  the  same  circumst<anccs  of 
huerited  munificence,  authorises  the  former. 

lit'Tou  have  heard  my  opinion  ;  hear  now  what  our  Lord  himself  says :  ^'  Let 
Hm  that  is  athirst  come  ;  and  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life 
Inly,"  Rev.  zxii.  17*  He  may  partake  of  my  spiritual  and  unspeakable 
ibiriiigB,  as  freely  as  he  makes  use  of  the  mo«t  common  refreshments ;  as 
leely  as  he  drinks  of  the  running  stream.  Tliis  is  his  royal  proclamation  : 
P<tf  his  gracious  invitation  :  '^  Look  unto  me^  and  be  ye  saved;"  Isa.  xlv. 

t\  saved  from  your  disquieting  fears,  by  justification ;  saved  from  your 
dneering  corruptions,  by  sanctification ;  saved  from  every  evil,  by  com- 
jjkt^  and  eternal  redemption.  To  whom  is  this  most  afii'ctionate  call 
pneted  ?  Not  to  a  few  distinguished  favourites  only,  but  to  ^'  all  the  cuds 
If  the  earth."  None  are  excepted ;  none  are  prohibited ;  and  can  my  Theron 
iHgine  that  he  is  excluded  ? 

Nay  farther,  hear  our  Lord's  earnest  entreaty ;  hear  his  tender  and  repeated 
hqN>rtunity :  "  As  though  Clod  did  beseech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in 
;'s  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God,"  2  Cor.  v.  20.  I  lark  !  It  is  tlu^ 
of  infinitely  condescending  love,  speaking  by  his  ambassador: — "Sinners, 
inept  my  great  salvation.  Enjoy  what  I  have  purchased  for  you  by  my 
^fti%  agonies.  Do  not  suspect  my  kindness,  or  refuse  my  gifts.  Tliis  will 
tand  me  deeper  than  the  spear  which  pierced  my  heart." — O  !  the  grace  of 
■r  ejcaltcd  King.  He  bows  from  his  celestial  throne.  lie  almost  kneels  to 
li  guilty  creatures.  He  begs,  he  even  begs  of  obnoxious  sinners,  not  to 
9eet  his  mercies.  After  all  this,  can  you  entertain  the  least  doubt,  Theron, 
liether  you  have  a  permission  to  believe  firmly  ? 

TkffT,  This  is  extraordinary  goodness  indeed !  I  have  often  read  these 
iMages,  but  never  saw  them,  till  this  hour,  in  a  light  so  engaging  and  so 
ioourag[iiig. 

A^.  Sliould  not  this  threefold  cord  be  strong  enough  to  draw  my  dear 
lend,  let  me  add  (what  must  absolutely  supersede  all  objections)  the  plain, 
cpress,  peremptory  command  of  the  almighty :  "  This  is  his  comiiiauti, 
«t  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,"  1  John  iii.  23. 
imy,  examine  the  Linguage;  not  he  allows  only,  or  barely  advises,  but  com- 
uds.  "We  are  not  only  permitted,  but  strictly  required.  It  is  not  only 
IT  privilege,  but  God's  positive  injunction.  Upon  the  discovery  of  such  a 
iviour,  methinks  every  heart  should  cry,  "  O  that  I  mi;^ht  be  allowed  to 
[»proach  him !  to  solicit  an  interest  in  him !  How  gladly  would  I  wait, 
rcr  so  long  a  time,  in  ever  so  mean  a  posture,  if  I  might  at  the  last  receive 
im  as  my  portion !"  The  superabundant  goodness  of  God  prevents  our 
ishes,  and  exceeds  our  hopes.      '^  I  freely  give  my  Son,"  saith  the  Lord,  ^ 

F  p  2  ' 
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know  not  wliat  can  be  a  fuller  proo 
to  believe. 

A»p,  Yes,  my  friend,  I  can  prodi 
proof  still ;  Huch  as,  I  hope,  will  tota 
from  tlic  field. 

God  has  not  only  invited  yon,  ent: 
under  the  sweet  pcnniasion  that  his  i 
you  the  grandest  ratification  of  this  p 
he  has  made  you  a  firm  promise  ;  na\ 
promises  of  this  inestimable  blessing 
should  lie ;  or  the  Son  of  man  th  t  1 
shall  he  not  do  it?     or  hath  he  sp« 
Numb,    xxiii.  19.     Heaven  and  earth 
one  promise,  or  indeed  one  jot  or  tit 
ground. 

Besides  this,  he  has  given  you,  if  I 
hand.     lie  has  recorded  his  promises  in 
everlasting  pen ;  so  that  they  will  sta 
bill  drawn  upon  heaven,  and  a  basis  li 
moon  endure. 

Nay,  he  has  confirmed  all  by  the  mcM 
oath ;  by  his  own  oath  ;  by  the  oath  of 
and  his  promise  immutable,  he  adds 
benignity  1)  he  adds  his  oath  to  all.  \\ 
by  himself,  swears  by  his  own  eternal  e; 
whom  ?  ]\Tark  this  particular  with  the 
those  promises  belong,  which  are  ratifi( 
manner  ?  To  the  holy,  the  upright,  tl 
Scripture,  "  who  fly  for  refuge  to  the  1^ 
the  hope  set  bpfr»'""  *'* 
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sc  witli  him.  If  there  its  some  of  that  Saxon  prince's  disease  running  in 
ligion,  I  am  snro  there  is  too  much  of  it  in  mine  ;  and  I  fear  it  is  an  epi- 
»1  distemper.  But  let  us  reflect  a  moment. — Suppose  any  neighbour  of 
aoce  and  credit  should  bind  himself,  by  a  deliberate  promise,  to  do  you 
particular  piece  of  service ;  if  he  should  add  to  his  promise  a  note  under 
vnhand — if  he  should  corroborate  both  by  some  authentic  pledge — ^if  he 
d  establish  all  by  a  most  awful  and  solemn  oath  ;  could  you  suspect  the 
ity  of  his  engagement,  or  harbour  any  doubt  with  regard  to  its  execution? 
would  be  most  unreasonable  in  any  une  ;  and  to  your  generous  temper, 
very  certain,  it  would  be  impossible.  Let  us  remember,  that  God  has 
1  us  all  this  cause  for  an  assurance  of  faith,  and  more.  Nay,  I  will  defy 
lost  timorous  and  suspicious  temper  to  demand,  from  the  most  treacherous 
n  on  earth,  a  greater,  stronger,  fuller  security,  tlian  the  God  of  infinite 
ty  has  granted  to  you  and  me.  After  all  this,  one  would  think  diffidence 
could  no  longer  hesitate,  nor  the  most  jealous  incredulity  demur.  Shall 
»n  we  withhold  that  affiance  from  the  unchangeable  Creator,  which  we 
not  but  repose  on  a  fallible  creature  ? 

\er.  You  rouse  and  animate  me,  Aspasio.  O !  tliat  I  may  arise,  and, 
the  divine  assistance,  shake  off  this  stupor  of  unbelief !  Certainly,  it  can 
*  be  honourable  to  God,  nor  pleasing  to  Christ,  nor  profitable  to  ourst^vos. 
p.  If  it  be,  then  cherish  it,  maintain  it,  and  n^ver  relinquish  it.  But 
con  it  be  honourable  to  God  ?  It  depreciates  his  goodness ;  it  is  a  reproach 
J  veracity ;  nay,  the  apostle  scruples  not  to  affirm,  that  it ''  makes  him  a 
1  John  V.  10.  Whereas,  they  who  believe  his  testimony,  glorify  his 
fulness,  glorify  his  beneficence ;  and,  as  John  the  Baptist  speaks,  "  set  to 
seal  that  God  is  tnie,"  John  iii.  33.  I  have  been  informed,  that,  when 
ite  Elector  of  Hanover  was  declared,  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
aeor  to  the  vacant  throne,  several  persons  of  distinction  waited  upon  his 
iness,  in  order  to  make  timely  application  for  the  most  valuable  prefer- 
s.  Several  requests  of  this  nature  were  granted,  and  each  was  confirmed 
kind  of  promissory  note.  One  gentleman,  particularly,  solicited  for  the 
ersltip  of  the  rolls.  Being  indulged  in  his  desire,  he  was  offered  the  same 
rmation  which  had  been  vouchsafed  to  other  successful  petitioners.  Upon 
h  he  seemed  to  be  under  a  pang  of  graceful  confusion  and  surprise ;  begged 
he  might  not  put  the  royal  donor  to  such  unnecessary  trouble  ;  at  the 
time  protesting,  that  he  looked  upon  his  Highness's  word  as  the  very 
ratification  of  his  suit.  With  this  conduct,  and  this  compliment,  the 
tor  was  not  a  little  pleased.  "  This  is  the  gentleman,"  he  said,  "  who 
me  a  real  honour ;  treats  me  like  a  king ;  and,  whoever  is  disappointed, 
tall  certainly  be  gratified."  So,  we  are  assured  by  the  testimony  of  reve- 
Q,  that  the  patriarch,  "  who  staggered  not  through  unbelief,  gave,"  and 
e  most  signal,  the  most  acceptable  manner,  "  glory  to  God,"  Rom.  iv.  20. 
it  " pleasing  to  Christ?"  Quite  the  reverse.  It  dishonours  his  merit; 
tracts  from  the  dignity  of  his  righteousness ;  it  would  enervate  the  power 
3  intercession.  Accordingly  you  may  observe,  there  is  nothing  which 
Lord  so  frequently  reproved  in  his  followers,  as  this  spirit  of  unbelief. 
.t  says  he  to  his  disciples,  when  he  came  down  from  the  mount  of  trans- 
ation  ?     ''  O  faithless  and  perverse*  generation  ! "     They  were  perverse, 

iui^T^ttfA/Atintt  Matth.  xvii  17.  A  believing  state  of  mind  is  like  some  well-arranged 
»eautifal  system  of  limbs.  Unbelief  dislocates  the  parts,  distorta  the  harmonl^iU 
:,  and  disfigures  its  comely  /)ro|>ortioQ. 
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In  cause  fiiithless.  What  eayehe  to  tho  trawUvra,  wbom  Le  overtook  i^ 
journey  to  Eminaus  ?  "  O  fools,  and  slow  ot  licivrt  to  believe  1"  Luk«) 
95.  Tlicy  were  foola,  because  rfow  to  believe.  What  eaye  lie  t«  the  apa 
after  hia  resiirructioii  ?  "  Jcsue  upbraidiHl  them  with  their  uulMlief,"  j 
xvi.  14.  He  took  uo  ootieo  of  Uieir  cowardly  nnd  pcrfiilious  behsviuV 
inYoighed  against  none  of  their  other  follies  and  infimiitJeB ;  but  be  npbg 
them  with  their  unbelief.  Not  gently  rebuked.  No ;  this  was  »  Em 
unreasonable  iu  itself,  so  reproacliful  to  their  Master,  so  pemicions  lo  ( 
BeWra,  that  he  severely  reprimanded  them  for  it ;  with  nii  ait  of  vohen 
and  with  a  mixture  of  invectivip. 

lait  "profitable  to  oureelTeo!'*  Nothing  leas.  It  Jampa  oiir  loyfl 
diminialiee  oui  eonifurt.  It  subjecla  ua  to  tliat  fetu  which  hath  tonucuti 
disqualifies  ue  for  that  obedience  which  ia  filial.  In  a.  word,  l^is  diota 
and  unbelieving  temper  weakens  every  principle  of  piety,  and  impovv 
the  whole  soul.  Whence  come  spiritual  o«cilancy  and  remiasnew  ?  ii 
proceed  sterility  and  unfruitfiilneea  in  the  knowledge  of  Christ  i  St.  i| 
ascribes  them  all  to  an  habitual  unbelief.  Such  pcmona,  he  says,  "  hai) 
gotten  that  they  were  piiiged  from  their  former  sins,"  2  Pet.  i.  8,  9.  Ij 
regenerate,  where  it  remains,  it  is  very  detrimentul ;  fur  "  they  that  wfl 
believe  shall  not  be  cstabliahed/'  lao.  vii.  9.  In  tho  uniegencrate,  wb| 
prevails,  it  is  abHuJutely.  destructive ;  nud  though  it  may  not  kill  Itll 
apoplexy,  it  wiistia  liko  a  consumption.  "  Tliey  could  not  enter  in  h«i 
of  unbelief,"  Ilcb,  tii.  19. 

Let  us  then,  my  dear  friend,  cast  away  this  sin,  which  so  eawly  htm 
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the  faith  of  reliance,  in  its  true  scriptttral  sense,  includes  or  presup- 
degree  of  assorance.  Includes ;  for  ivhat  is  reliance  but  a  repose  of 
d,  which  is  attended  with  tranquillity,  and  excludes  perturbation  ? 
D  this  take  place,  if  there  be  no  sort  of  conviction  that  *^  the  Lord  is 
t  and  my  salvation  ?"— Presupposes :  for  who  would  rely  on  a  satis- 
nade,  without  being  persuaded  that  the  satisfaction  is  for  him  and 
lities  ?  Reliance,  separated  from  this  persuasion,  seems  to  be  neither 
ible  nor  reasonable. 

those  who  insist  upon  what  they  call  the  reflex  act  of  fiuth ;  sue, 
stake  the  nature  of  the  thing.  This,  if  I  understand  them  aright,  is 
y  of  arguing ;  ^^  I  am  a  new  creature ;  I  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in 
' ;  I  have  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit :  from  whence  it  is  plain,  that 
nd  his  salvation  are  mine.'*'^  Now,  in  all  this  procedure  I  cannot 
the  least  footstep  of  faith ;'  no,  not  the  least  toace  of  receiving  a 
y,  or  relying  upon  a  Saviour.  Here  is  nothing  more  than  a  logical, 
n  of  one  proposition  from  another ;  a  conclusion  drawn  from  given 
Grant  the  latter,  and  any  person,  vdthout  any  aid  from  the 
rill  infer  the  former.  It  may,  therefore,  more  properly  be  reckoned 
f  reasoning  than  of  believing ;  it  is  founded  on  what  we  ourselves 
upon  the  record  of  a  faithful  God ;  and  it  is  styled,  by  judicious 
the  assurance  of  sense  rather  than  of  faith. 

,  in  conformity  to  the  aforementioned  opinion,  wo  are  advised  to 
r  title  to  comfort,  by  genuine  marks  of  conversion,  and  taught  on 
mn  to  fix  the  capital  of  assurance,  I  would  rather  propose  a  question 
ance  objections.  Is  not  this  somewhat  like  placing  the  dome  of  a 
1  upon  the  stalk  of  a  tulip  ? 

No,  say  they ;  it  was  the  practice  of  the  apostle  himself ;  and  he 
t  upon  record,  as  a  pattern  for  all  posterity  to  copy.  "  We  know 
are  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren." 
Observe,  Thcron,  the  process  of  the  apostle's  reasoning.  It  is  like 
of  an  inverted  cone ;  where  you  have  first  the  point,  and  from 
roceed  to  the  base.  So  the  sacred  writer  begins  with  the  less,  and 
to  the  greater  proof.  He  says,  in  one  of  the  following  verses, 
7  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  because  he  laid  down  his  life,"  1  John 
ot  merely  for  sinners,  but  for  us  in  particular.  Here,  you  see,  is 
}  by  the  direct  act  of  faith.  From  this  truth  believed,  from  tiiis 
received,  the  love  of  the  brethren  takes  its  rise ;  which  may  very 
admitted  as  an  evidence  that  our  faith  is  real,  and  our  assurance  no 
:  as  yonder  leaves  may  serve  to  distinguish  the  particular  species, 
rtain  the  healthy  state  of  the  trees  on  which  they  grow, 
your  tenants  bring  in  their  rent,  this  affords  no  contemptible  evidence 
lands  which  they  respectively  occupy  are  yours.  But  this  is  a  proof 
►cs  not  occur  every  day,  or  every  week  ;  it  is  occasional  only,  and 
bordinate  kind.  The  grand  demonstration,  that  which  is  alwajB  at 
d  always  forcible,  is  your  possession  of  the  deeds  of  conveyance, 
promise  of  God  in  his  divine  word  is  our  charter,  or  the  authentic 
ce  of  our  right  to  pardon  and  salvation.  Make  just  the  same  dif- 
etwcen  this  promise  and  your  own  holiness,  as  you  make  between 
ngs  of  your  estate  and  the  receival  of  the  revenues ;  you  will  then 
ght,  because  your  judgment  will  coincide  with  the  apostle's. 
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I  Wicl(*9,  this  method  of  8i*eking  peace  and  asBiiniicc,  I  fear,  ivill  papla 
tht;  Hiinple-iiiindod,  and  cherish,  rather  than  supprcsB,  the  fluctuations  of  doUlf 
For,  let  th(*  marks  he  wliat  you  please,  a  love  of  the  brethien  or  a  lore  of  i 
rij^hti^ousnesM,  a  chanj^e  of  heart  or  an  alteration  of  life ;  these  good  qatXAai^ 
tions  are  somotinie^  like  tlie  stars  at  noon-day,  not  easily,  if  at  ^1  discctmbk; 
or  else  they  arc  like  a  glow-worm  in  the  night,  glimmering  rather  thi 
shining  ;  conHoquently  will  yield,  at  the  best,  but  a  feeble,  at  the  worst,  a n^ 
pn^'iirious  cvidonee.  If,  in  pui*h  a  manner,  wc  sin  mid  acquire  some  lillh 
a^iurance,  Imw  siHtn  may  it  1h*  uunettled  by  tlie  incur^inm^  of  daily  temptatioii 
or  d<*stroyed  by  the  iiit<urrtH*tiun  uf  remaining  sin !  At  such  a  juncture,  hmri 
will  it  keep  its  standing; !  how  retain  its  being !  It  will  fare  like  a  tottcrar 
wall  In^fori'  the  teinpeist,  or  Ix*  "  as  tlie  rusli  without  mire,  or  the  ilag  witboil 
wat«*r,'*  Job  viii.  11. 

Instead,  tlienfore,  of  ptring  on  our  own  hearts,  to  discover,  by  inhcRit 
qualities,  our  intorrst  in  (^liri!«t,  I  should  rather  renew  my  application  to  At 
free  and  faithful  proiiiist'  of  the  Ijord — asnert  and  maintain  my  title  oatUi 
unalterable  groimd  :  '*  ]\irilou  h  mine,  I  would  say  grace  is  mine,  Christ  al 
all  his  s]>iritual  bU-ssiuirs  are  mine.  Why?  lieeause  I  am  conscious  of  samefi- 
fying  o]HT:itinus  in  my  o^^ni  lireast  ?  Rather  because  *'  God  hath  spoken  ii 
Win  holiness  ;'  bce.insi'  nil  these  precious  privileges  are  consigned  over  to  mea 
the  everlasting  ^ns]M>I,  with  a  clearness  unquestionable  as  the  trutli,  withi 
eiTtiintv  iuviulabli'  as  tlio  (Kith  of  (lod." 

w 

(*ii.st  vour  eve  into  vondor  meadow.  Take  notice  of  tliat  industrious  fi«her- 
man,  li(»\v  intent  \iv  is  u|K>n  the  pursuit  uf  his  business.  lie  has  just  throws 
his  net,  an<l  taken  a  eonsidcnible  IxMity.  You  do  nut  aca  him  s]H'nd:ii;;  hii 
time  ill  iill.'  triuni])lis,  on  aieount  uf  his  suiiM;ss :  he  does  not  stand  to  UK'n^nn 
ihr  diiiicusIoiH  of  the  iislu  or  eomputi'  the  value  of  his  ]irize  ;  but  haviii;.%  itith- 
out  delay,  sfciirid  tV.o  eaptives,  he  pn^pares  for  another  cast,  and  hupttifei 
another  draiii^Iit. 

S)  let  11^.  instt  ad  of  exulting  in  any  past  acquisitions,  seek  afresh  to  the 
liiexliaii^tiMe  rulm  ss  uf  nur  .S'lvinur  fur  renewed  communications.  If  we  have 
been  bleH^,'ll  Nvitli  any  taste  of  his  gooilnew,  or  any  t<.»keus  of  his  love,  Ictns 
not  too  finiilly  dote  njion  the  sweetness  of  such  ex]K*riences.  I^et  us  nut  make 
them  the  fniinilation  nf  f)ur  eontidence,  but  only  so  many  encourageiut'Uts  to 
iHTsevere  and  advanee  in  !)elieving ;  that,  having  life  and  having  peace  from 
onr  divine  Mead,  we  may  have  them  *' mure  abundantly,"  John  x.  10.  Th« 
will  1)0  fullilled  the  s;iying  which  is  written.  The  just — the  rightc^ous  in  Je«is 
( 'Iirist — shall  live  ;  shall  not  only  be  delivenil  from  condemnation  and  draili, 
but  shall  thrive  in  comfort,  and  flourish  in  holiness.  How?  by  reflecting  oi 
their  snictifieation.  or  viewing  their  own  attainments?  No;  but  by  the 
infinitely  nion*  eneiuiraging  vii*ws  of  their  completeness  in  Christ,  and  by» 
fre»i]i,  a  re])i'ateil,  a  never-ceasing  exercise*  of  faith  (Rom.  i.  1/)  on  that  Holy 
One  nf  (Jod. 

This,  I  verily  think,  nay,  this  the  apostle  testifies,  is  tlie  moat  eflfectual  wiyoC 
feedinir  that  lamp,  and  quickening  that  flame,  which,  having  cheered  us  in 
onr  earthly  pilgrimage,  will  be  brightened  up  into  immortal  glory  in  the 
heavens. 

IliTC  they  went  in,  and  after  a  slight  refreshment  tuuk   coach.     As  the) 

were  retinninT:  home,  Theron  observed,  uot  without  concern,  the  changed  anf 

inclniwhnly  asj).rt  of  l\\\\\j^<  \\\  \\\v  \.e\t\\.vjt\v:^  ^»^  \\v\i \\vVi\v.v\AvKv\VBi.    '\\^^^^^^ 
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Dm,  "which  a  little  while  ago  were  gracefully  erect,  or  softly  inclining  to 
breeze,  lay  snnk  and  flatted  under  the  impetuous  rains.  Such,  added 
(isio,  such  I  apprehend  will  ho  our  faith,  if  it  aspires  not  after  assurance, 
its  assurance  is  erected  on  any  endowments  of  our  own. 
^her.  If  this  is  the  case,  what  can  he  the  reason  why  so  many  people  are 
lly  destitute  of  all  religious  assurance  ?  have  no  notion  of  it,  much  less 
re  after  it  ?  and  as  to  fiiU  assurance,  they  would  he  much  surprised, 
taps  highly  disgusted,  at  the  very  mention  of  such  a  doctrine. 
9p,  If  people  never  aspire  after  the  assurance  of  faith,  or  an  appropriating 
rest  in  Christ,  I  very  much  question  whether  they  are  truly  awakened, 
3ally  in  earnest.  They  are  like  the  men  of  Ephraim,  whom  the  prophet 
?8  "  a  cake  not  turned,"  Hos.  vii.  8 ;  neither  hread  nor  yet  dough,  neither 
lute  reprohates  nor  real  saints ;  or,  as  our  Lord  explains  the  proverh,  in 
charge  against  the  church  of  Laodicea,  they  are  ^^  neither  hot  nor  cold," 
.  ill.  15.  Not  frozen  in  insensihility,  it  is  true ;  at  the  same  time  not 
rtA,  in  spirit,  hut  indifferent  and  lukewarm  in  the  concerns  of  religion. 
;o  a  full  assurance,  or  the  highest  degree  of  this  grace,  was  I  to  declare 
elf  more  explicitly  upon  this  point,  it  should  he  in  the  calm  and  moderate 
is  of  a  judicious  divine:  ^'I  do  not  affirm,  that  without  a  fiill  assurance 
c  is  no  faith.  But  this  I  maintain,  that  wherever  the  latter  cxibts,  there 
he  a  sincere  pursuit  of  the  former." 

inong  the  reasons  why  so  few  persons  attain  tliis  eminent  blessing,  we 
reckon  the  following: — They  understand  not  the  perfect  frcencss  of 
e,  nor  the  immense  merits  of  Christ :  they  never  consider  the  unspeak- 
value  of  an  assured  faith ;  neither  are  they  aware  that  it  is  intended  for 
enjoyment  of  sinners  :  cither  they  seek  it  not  at  all,  or  else  they  seek  it 
re  it  is  not  to  be  found ;  from  some  works  of  righteousness  in  themselves, 
cr  than  from  the  gracious  promise  of  God  in  his- word  ;  which  is  altogether 
1  judged,  and  as  sure  to  issue  in  disappointment,  as  if  a  person  should  go 
[iiest  of  ice  amidst  the  torrid  zone,  or  expect  to  find  spicy  islands  under 
Qorthem  pole. 

ut  whether  people  consider  it  or  no,  the  value  of  an  assured  faith  is 
cd  unspeakable.  When  this  is  wrought  in  the  heart,  peace  will  stand 
,  and  afflictions  drop  their  sting.  Prayer  will  return  laden  with  treasures, 
death  will  approach  stripped  of  its  terrors.  The  soul  will  be  as  a 
*red  garden,  and  all  her  graces  blossom  as  a  rose.  When  tliis  is  wrought 
le  heart,  the  gospel  of  Christ  will  appear  with  new  charms,  and  operate 
I  new  energy.  Its  hymns  will  no  longer  be  a  strange  language  to  your 
nor  its  privileges  as  forbidden  fruit  to  your  palate.  You  will  then,  as 
peruse  each  sacred  page,  feel  it  to  be  the  power  of  God,  and  *'*'  taste  that 
Lord  is  gracious,"  1  Pet.  ii.  3.  You  will  reap  a  benefit,  and  enjoy  a 
rht,  as  much  superior  to  those  of  the  doubting  reader,  as  the  pleasure  of 
ig  this  delicious  peach  is  superior  to  the  mere  description  of  its  agreeable 
1. 

3ar  with  me  a  moment  longer,  Theron  :  for  you  can  hardly  imagine  what 
nprovement  and  exaltation  this  will  give  to  every  truth  you  contemplate, 
every  object  you  behold.  When  you  contemplate  the  rise  of  kingdoin% 
tlie  fall  of  empires  ;  when  you  recollect  the  many  great  and  astonishing 
bs  recorded  in  the  history  of  nations ;  how  highly  delightful  must  it  bflj 
y,  "  All  these  passed  imdcr  the  superintendcucy  of  that  hand  which  wM 
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piercod  witli  tlie  bloody  nail,  and  fitstentil  to  tlic  cuisoij  crota  f<ir  i»r!f 
When  ynu  l)<.>liol(l  the  magiiiiit^niw  of  creation,  uiiil  tliv  rk-licii'KK  of  Jta  ftw^ 
situro — the  graaileur  of  nature,  and  the  variety  of  her  vrcirk* — wlut  i 
heightened  pleasure  must  they  nil  impart,  if,  lu  you  view  the  glorious  wvnq  I 
your  thoughts  make  unawer  to  your  eyes,  "  All  these  wi-rc  hranpht  idm 
Mcistenoe  by  tliat  adorable  pcraon  who  sustwood  my  gnUt,  and  vrou^l  Mil 
my  jiiBtifying  righteousness  I " 

O  that  WB  may  possess  this  ''preuioua  faithl"  2  Pet.  i.  1  ;  thu  il  may 
grow  incessantly,  '^  grow  excoedii^ly,"  2  Thesi.  i.  3,  till  it  he  ruotrd  iikr 
thoee  full-grown  oaks  under  n^ich  we  lately  walked,  ami  grounded*  liJu 
that  well-built  edifice  which  ie  still  in  our  view. 

Thm:  I  join  with  my  Aapasio  iQ  this  wish ;  and  must   beg  of  hi 
inform  mc  how  I  may  attain  so  dcurable  a  blessing. 

Atp.  You  have  entirely  cured  me,  Theron,  of  making  apologies  :  wduM  tt 
Qod  I  might  be  aa  auccessfhlly  inatmmental  in  delivering  my  Irit'nd  from  tiii 
doubts!  that  the  gospel  might  come  to  us  as  it  e.anie  to  the  Thcsioloiiiuf^ 
"  not  in  word  only,  but  in  power  and  in  the  Uoly  Ohoat.  and  in  much  u- 
•nrance,"  1  Thess.  i.  5. 

Prayer  is  the  first  expedient.  Every  good  gift  is  fVom  above,  and  evat& 
down  from  the  Father  of  lights.  Clirist  ia  not  only  the  ohjcct,  bnt  Uta 
author  and  finislier  of  our  faith.  "Lord,  incretMc  our  faithl"  wm  tit 
request  of  his  disciples,  and  should  be-  thu  prcvnlUng  languagn  of  on 
hearta. 

Lay  up  many  of  the  divine  promises  in  your  memory.  Stock  t&at  oobh 
cabinet  with  this  invaluable  treasure.     "  PaitU  canifth  by  hi?*ring,"  Horn.  X. 
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As  for  those  donbts  which  haye  given  you  so  much  perplexity,  and  cost 

na  BO  long  a  disquisition^  look  upon  them  as  some  of  your  greatest  enemies. 

Oppose  them  with  all  the- resolution  and  all  the  vigour  of  your  mind.     Nay, 

look  upon  those  unreasonable  doubts,  as  some  of  your  greatest  sins.     Confess 

them  with  the  deepest  shame;  and  pray  against  them  with  the  utmost 

axdour.     With  equid  assiduity  and  zeal,  let  us  press  after  a  steadfast,  an 

immoveable,  a  triumphant  fisiiUi.     Faith  is  the  vehicle  and  the  instrument  of 

every  good  :  ^^  All  things  are  possible  to  him  that  belioveth,"  Mark  ix.  23. 

Faith  is  the  inunediate  and  grand  end  of  the  whole  gospel :  ^^  Those  things 

are  written,  that  ye  might  believe,"  John  xx.  31.     Let  us  therefore  covet, 

earnestly  let  us  covet,  this  best  of  gifts,  and  *^  shew  all  diligence  to  the  full 

assurance  of  hope,"  Heb.  vii.  11. 
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The  next  morning  Theron  ordered  a  cold  collation  to  bo  prepared,  and  his 
pleasure-boat  to  hold  itself  in  readiness.  Breakfast  being  despatched,  and 
some  necessary  orders  relating  to  the  family  given — Now,  says  he  to  Aspasio, 
let  me  fulfil  my  promise ;  or  rather,  let  us  execute  pur  mutual  engagement ; 
and  consign  the  remainder  of  this  mild  and  charming  day  to  a  rural 
excursion. 

We  will  take  our  route  along  one  of  the  finest  roads  in  the  world  :  a  road 
incomparably  more  curious  and  durable  than  the  famous  causeways  raised 
by  those  puissant  hands  which  conquered  the  globe :  a  road  which  has 
subsisted  from  the  beginning  of  time ;  and,  though  frequented  by  innumera- 
ble carriages,  laden  with  the  heaviest  burdens,  has  never  been  gulled,  never 
vranted  repair,  to  this  very  hour. — Upon  this  they  step  into  the  chariot,  and  are 
c:ouveyed  to  a  large  navigable  river,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant 
from  the  house.  Here  they  launeh  upon  a  new  element,  attended  by  two  or 
three  servants,  expert  at  handling  the  oar  and  managing  the  nets. 

Is  this  the  road,  replied  Aspasio,  on  which  my  friend  bestows  his  pane- 
gyric ?  It  is  indeed  more  curious  in  its  structiure,  and  more  durable  in  its 
substance,  than  the  celebrated  Roman  causeways ;  though  I  must  assure  you, 
the  latter  have  a  very  distinguished  share  of  my  esteem.  I  admire  them 
far  beyond  Trajan's  pillar,  or  Caracal]a''s  baths ;  far  beyond  the  idle  pomp  of 
the  Pantheon,  or  the  worse  than  idle  magnificence  of  the  amphitheatre.  They 
do  tho  truest  honour  to  the  empire ;  because,  while  they  were  the  glory  of 
Rome,  they  were  a  general  good  * ;  and  not  only  a  monument  of  her  gran- 
deur, but  a  benefit  to  mankind. 

But  more  than  all  these  works,  I  admire  that  excellent  and  divinely 
gracious  purpose  to  which  Providence  made  the  empire  itself  subservient. 
It  was  a  kind  of  road  or  causeway  for  the  everlasting  gospel,  and  afforded 
the  word  of  life  a  free  passage  to  the  very  ends  of  tho  earth.     The  evangelical 

*  These  roads  ran  through  all  Italy,  and  stretched  themselves  into  the  territories  of 
Prance.  They  were  carried  across  the  Alps,  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  and  through  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Spain.  Some  of  them,  towards  the  south,  reached  even  to  Ethiopia  ; 
and  some  of  them,  towards  the  north,  extended  as  far  as  Scotland.  The  remains  of 
several  of  them  continue  in  England  to  this  day  ;  though  they  were  made,  it  is  probabtef 
above  1600  years  ago. 
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ilfivc  inniiiiU*cl  tilt*  wiiigg  (if  the  Roman  eagle,  and  flew  witli  8arpriaii| 
t'X|HHliti(iii  tlin»ii;rli  all  nations.  AVlio  wuu1<l  have  thought  that  insatiaUi 
nnihition,  and  the  nuist  hlooily  wam,  should  be  paving  a  way  for  the  Priia 
iif  hninility  and  fH*acc  ?  How  remote  from  all  human  apprehension  «a 
Hueh  a  di-sigii !  and  how  contrary  to  the  natural  result  of  things  was  mhI 
an  I' vent !  Most  romarkahlv  therefore  was  that  observation  of  the  Psalniiri 
vi*niii>d,  ^^  llitf  ways  an*  in  the  wa,  and  hi^  paths  in  the  great  watcis,  nd 
his  fi)otste]>s  an*  not  kutm-n/'  I'rahn  Ixxvii.  19. 

Con  venting  on  i<neli  a^rreeablu  Hubjeet«s  they  were  carried  by  the  itreaa 
tliron^h  nt)  lesH  agreeable  tk-eni-.s.  Tliey  ])a8S  by  hills  clothed  with  liuajziag 
wiknIh,  and  w<mmIs  arrayitl  in  varying  green.  Here,  excluded  from  a  si^litiif 
the  iiiitstn*telie<l  plainrf,  they  are  entertained  with  a  group  of  unsalMtantid 
iiiia;;i*.s  and  tlie  wnntli-rs  of  a  mimic  creation.  Another  sun  shineSi  Iwi 
stript  i>f  liis  li!azin;r  iK'anis,  in  tlie  water}'  concave  ;  while  clouds  sail  aloig 
till-  tldwnward  skies,  antl  somrtinies  disclose,  sometimes  tlraw  a  veil  over  the 
railiant  orb.  1>ees,  with  their  invertiMl  to]>s,  either  flonrish  in  the  fair  etme 
below,  or  els(^  paint  with  a  ]ileasing  dehisi(»n  the  ]M'llucid  flood.  £vm  the 
mountains  are  tlien^,  bnt  in  a  headlong  ]>o8ture ;  and,  notwitlu^tanding 
their  ]>ro<ligious  bulk,  tliey  (piivcr  in  this  floating  mirror  like  the  pophi 
leaves  which  adoni  their  sides. 

S<Mtn  as  the  boat  ailvanc<*s,  and  disturlis  the  placid  surfsiee,  the  wivei, 
pushed  hastily  to  the  bank,  Ik'ar  oflT  in  broken  fnignients  the  Hcpiid  laadwapi. 
Tiie  spreading  circles  seemed  to  prophesy  as  they  rulletl,  and  pronounced  th 
ph^asures  of  this  ]>resent  state — the  pomp  of  power,  the  charm  of  boaotj, 
and  the  irlio  of  fami^ — ]»ront»uneiMl  them  tnmsient,  as  tfieir  speetly  paisage; 
empty,  as  thtMr  unreal  freight.  Seemed  to  ]»rophcsy  !  It  was  more.  Ima- 
gination heard  them  utter,  as  they  ran, 

Thus  \y.iiii  the  bhaiiuwy  scenes  of  life  away  ! 

Knier;^inj:r  fr'>m  this  llin«l  alley,  they  dart  amidst  the  level  of  a  ftpaciou 
meadow.  The  rye,  lately  inmiured,  though  in  pleasurable  cimfinenK-nt,  now 
expands  Iut  di'H;;htrd  virw  into  a  space  almost  b(mmUesi»,  ami  amidst  ohjijcta 
litth*  short  of  innumerable.  Transported  f«>r  a  while  at  the  nuiii^»*rlc» 
variety  of  Inauteous  images  poured  in  sweet  confusion  all  around,  she  hardly 
knows  where  to  fix,  or  wliich  to  ]>ursuo.  Kecovering  at  length  frum  the 
])1easing  j)erph'xity,  she  glances  quick,  and  instantaneous,  acnjss  all  the  inter- 
nu'diate  ]>hiin,  and  marks  the  distant  mountains;  how  clifls  climb  overclifi, 
(ill  the  huge;  ridges  gain  upon  the  sky;  how  their  diminished  tops  are 
dressed  in  blue,  or  wrajtped  in  clouds ;  wiiilc  all  their  leafy  structures,  and 
all  their  ileeov  tenants,  are  h»st  in  air. 

Soon  slie  quits  tln-se  aerial  summits,  and  ranges  the  russet  heath  ;  her 
sha^fged  witli  brakes,  or  tufted  with  rushes  ;  there  intftrspersed  with  stra|:glia 
thickets  or  solitary  trees,  which  seem,  like  disaifectcd  partisiins,  to  shun  eac 
other's  shade.  A  sj>ire,  placed  in  a  n*moto  valley,  j»c(ps.over  the  hill 
Sense  is  surprised  at  the  amusive  aj»poarance  ;  is  ready  to  susi>ect  that  tl 
cohnnn  rises,  like  some  enchanted  edifice,  from  the  rifted  earth.  But  n'osc 
looks  upon  it  as  the  earnest  of  a  hidden  vale,  and  the  sure  indication  of  a 
adjacent  town  ;  perfonning,  in  tliis  resj)cct,  much  the  same  office  to  the  cj 
as  faith  executes  with  regard  to  the  soul,  when  it  is'*  the  evidence  of  tbin| 
not  >ccn,"  ilcb.  xi.  1. 
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Next  she  roves,  with  increasing  pleasure,  over  spacious  tracts  of  fertile 
tebe  and  cultured  fields,  where  cattle,  of  every  graceful  form,  and  every 
iluable  quality,  crop  the  tender  herb,  or  drink  the  crystal  rills.  Anon,  she 
.'wells  with  the  utmost  complacency  on  towns  of  opulence  and  splendour, 
•Idch. spread  the  sacred  dome,  and  lift  the  social  roof:  towns,  no  longer 
■Rouuded  with  the  stem  forbidding  majesty  of  impassable  entrench- 
■cnta,  and  impregnable  ramparts :  but  encircled  with  the  delicate,  the 
bviting  appendages  of  gardens  and  orchards;  those  decked  with  all  the 
loft  graces  of  art  and  elegance,  these  blushing  and  pregnant  with  the  moro 
■shstqiitial  treasures  of  fruitful  nature.  Wreaths  of  ascending  smoke, 
klenningled  with  turrets  and  lofty  pinnacles,  seem  to  contend  which  shall 
M  farthest  from  the  earth,  and  nearest  to  the  skies.  Happy  for  the 
Idutbitants,  if  such  was  the  habitual  tendency  of  their  desires  !  if  no  other 
mtention  was  known  in  their  streets  ! 

Villas,  elegant  and  magnificent,  seated  in  the  centre  of  an  ample  park,  or 
lanoved  to  the  extremity  of.  a  engthened  lawn,  not  far  from  a  beautiful  reser- 
foirof  standing  waters,  or  the  more  salutary  lai)se  of  a  limpid  stream.  Villages, 
iImI  in  homely  thatch,  and  lodged  in  the  bosom  of  clustering  trees.  Rustics 
linging  at  their  works ;  shepherds,  tuning  their  pipes  as  they  tend  their  flocks ; 
tBTellers,  pursuing  eacli  his  respective  way,  in  easy  and  joyous  stvurity. 

How  pleasing,  said  Aspnsio,  is  our  situation !  How  delightful  is  the 
■pect  of  all  things !  One  woidd  almost  imagine,  that  nothing  could  exceed 
if  and  that  nothing  can  increase  it.  Yet  there  is  a  method  of  increasing 
9fm  this  copious  delight,  and  of  heightening  even  this  exquisite  pleasure. — 
Let  me  desire  my  friend,  answered  Theron,  to  explain  his  remark  ;  and  not 
•idy  to  explain  but  to  exemplify. — If  we  view,  resumed  Aspasio,  our  own 
prosperity,  and  compare  it  with  the  afflicted  condititm  of  others,  the  method 
I  propose  will  be  reduced  to  practice.  Such  a  dark  and  moumfiil  contrast 
must  throw  additional  brightness,  even  upon  the  brightest  scene. 

Above,  the  skies  smile  with  serenity;  below,  the  fields  look  gay  with  plenty ; 
all  around,  the  sportive  gales 

Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings,  dispense 

Native  perfumes  ;  and  whisper,  whence  they  stole 

Those  balmy  spoils.  Milton,  B.  iv. 

With  us,  all  circumstances  are  as  easy  as  the  wafture  of  the  boat ;  as 
onooth  as  the  flow  of  the  stream.  But  let  us  not  forget  those  grievous 
alamities  which  befall  our  brethren  in  some  remote  tracts  of  the  earth,  or 
£stant  parts  of  the  ocean.  How  many  sailors  are  struggling,  vainly  sti-ug- 
gling,  with  all  the  fury  of  rending  winds,  Jind  dashing  waves !  while  their 
TesBcl,  flung  to  and  fro  by  temi>estuous  billows,  is  mounted  into  the  clouds 
or  plunged  in  the  abyss.  Possibly  the  miserable  crew  hear  their  knell 
Bounded  in  the  shattered  mast,  and  see  destruction  enU^ring  at  the  bursting 
plinks.  Perhaps  this  very  moment  they  pour  the  last,  dismal,  dying  shriek ; 
ind  sink,  irrecoverably  sink,  in  the  all-overwhelming  surge. — The  traveller, 
in  Africa's  barren  wastes,  pale  even  amidst  those  glowing  regions,  pale  with 
prodigious  consternation,  sees  sudden  and  siirprising  mountains  rise ;  se(^  the 
wltry  desert  ascending  the  sky,  and  sweeping  before  the  whirlwind.  What 
cin  he  do  ?  whither  fly  ?  how  escape  the  approaching  ruin  ?  Alas !  while 
be  attempts  to  rally  his  thought%  attempts  to  devise  some  fcvAAe  ex^^vEwV.^ 
ie is  ovetiakcn  by  the  choking  stonn,  and  suffocated  amidst  ^"C  «mA^  \xl>wv- 
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dation.     The  'Iriring  heaps  nre  now  hja  executtoni^r,  fee  tbodrifhxl  I 
BOOH  be  1 1  is  tomb. 

Wliile  we  poaseBB  tbe  vnJuaWe  privileges,  wid  taate  the  delicious 
liberty,  liijw  many  pnrtakprs  of  onr  comnioD  natures  ans  ecmiirinacA  to  p» 
petual  exile,  or  uhaint^d  ki  the  oar  for  life  !  Tlovr  muny  hki  inunuKd  Ir  Ik 
gloom  of  ilungeons,  or  buried  in  the  c&Tcma  of  thetnino!),  norcr  to  tuAoMfti 
all-enlivening  ma  again  1  Wbile  respec-t  wnitti  u^ii  uut  penona,  and  Rpa- 
tation  attends  o<it  characters,  aro  thorc  not  somo  unhappy  <n«atiiniii,  Ind  Ittth 
by  the  hand  of  vindietive  juetioc-,  to  be  apcctnclea  of  horror  and  monumoiti 
of  vengeance  i  sentenced,  for  their  enormoue  Crimea,  to  bo  hroki>n  limit  by 
limb  on  the  wheel,  or  to  be  impaled  alive  on  tho  lingeriug  8taki>.  Tu  tktw, 
the  atrangliud  eord,  or  tbe  deadly  stab,  would  be  a  most  wrlemnii  fiiraiirj 
but  they  must  feel  a  thoasand  deaths,  in  undergoing  one.  And  itii.  tia 
probably,  is  but  the  beginning  of  their  sorrows — will  only  ronsi;^  tlitin  bw 
to  infinitely  moro  terrible  torment. 

Wliilo  ease  and  pleasure,  in  sweet  oonjiinction.  smoolk  onr  pntluv  nul 
ioften  our  couch,  how  many  are  tossing  on  tbe  fever's  fiery  l>ed,  or  toilii^ 
ilong  affliotion'a  tbomy  road !  Some  under  the  exeniciating  but  ncnamij 
operations  of  surgery  :  their  bodies  ripped  opnii,  with  a  dnwdful  inoiioaa,  to 
search  for  tbo  torturing  stone  ;  or  their  limbs  lopt  oiF  by  titn  bloody  koifi^ 
to  prevent  the  mortification's  fatal  spread.  Some,  fnianiat*d  by  jnning  <hL- 
aesa,  are  deprived  of  all  their  animal  vigour,  and  transformed  into  npxtm 
jron  before  their  dissolution.  Thrae  aro  ready  to  adopt  the  coinplaJut  uf  th 
Psalmist ;  "  I  am  withered  like  grass  ;  my  bonos  am  burnt  up,  as  it  wm) 
Srebrand ;  I  go  bence  like  the  shadow  that  di-parti'th."     Wbili^  heultli,  tint 
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distreased  feUow-oreatures ;  and  see  in  this  glass  our  inexpressible  obli- 
ions  to  the  distinguishing  goodness  of  Providence,  which  has  crowned  our 
le  with  abundance,  and  replenished  our  cup  with  delicacies ;  permitting 
Jier  penury  to  stint  the  draught,  nor  adversity  to  mingle  her  gall.  Go 
I  must  entreat  you,  with  your  description  of  comparative  felicity.  We 
e  a  large  circuit  still  to  make,  before  we  arrive  at  our  intended  p<^ ;  and 
>uld  wish,  that  your  discourse  might  keep  pace  with  the  current, 
iince  you  approve  the  subject,  answered  Aspasio,  I  will  pursue  it  a  little 
her. — ^We,  the  inhabitants  of  this  favourite  isle,  breathe  an  air  of  the 
it  agreeable  temperature,  and  most  wholesome  qualities.  But  how  many 
ions  languish  under  brazen  skies,  vaulted  as  it  were  with  fire !  They 
ter  amidst  those  furnaces  of  the  sun,  till  their  *'^  visage  is  burnt,  and  black 
k  coal,"  Lam.  iv.  8.  What  is  far  more  disastrous,  beds  of  sulphur  and 
ibustible  materials  lie  in  subterraneous  ambush,  ready  to  spring  the  irrc- 
ible  mine ;  ere  long,  perhaps,  on  some  day  of  universal  festivity,  or  in 
le  night  of  deep  repose,  to  be  touched  by  Heaven's  avenging  hand.  Then 
h  what  outrageous  violence  will  they  burst!  rock  the  foundations  of 
ure !  wrench  open  the  ponderous  jaws  of  the  earth !  and  swallow  up 
>ni8hed  cities  in  the  dark,  tremendous,  closing  chasm ! 
Chese  earthquakes,  it  may  be,  both  precede  and  portend  ^^  the  pestilence 
t  walketli  in  darkness,  and  the  sickness  that  destroyeth  at  noon-day," 
iL  zci.  6.  They  are  at  once  a  fearful  omen  and  a  ruinous  blow.  The  stag- 
ing atmosphere,  rank  with  malignant  vapours,  becomes  a  source  of  deadly 
action ;  or,  replete  with  poisonous  animalcule,  is  one  vast  incumbent 
ud  of  living  bane.  If  the  active  gales  arise,  they  arise  only  to  stir  the 
ds  of  disease,  and  difiusc  the  fatal  contagion  far  and  near.  Unhappy 
>ple !  The  plague,  that  severer  minister  of  divine  indignation,  fixes  her 
id-qnarters  in  their  blasted  provinces ;  and  sends  death  abroad,  "  on  his 
e  horse,"  Rev.  vi.  8,  to  empty  their  houses,  depopulate  their  towns,  and 
wd  their  graves. 

}ur  island  is  seldom  visited  with  either  of  these  dreadful  judgments ;  and 
i  never  sustained  any  very  considerable  calamity  from  the  former.  How- 
r,  let  us  not  be  presumptuously  secure.  We  have  not  long  ago  received 
awful  warning :  the  rod  has  been  shaken ;  or  rather  the  sword  has  been 
ndislied  over  our  territories.  Wlio  can  forget  the  general  consternation 
ich  seized  our  metropolis,  on  occasion  of  the  late  earthquake  ?  And  not 
hout  reason  :  for,  of  all  divine  visitations,  this  is  the  most  terribly  vindic- 
>.  The  whirlwind  is  slow  in  its  progress,  war  is  gentle  in  its  assaults, 
Q  the  raging  pestilence  is  a  mild  rebuke,  compared  with  the  ipevitable, 
all-overwhelming  fury  of  an  earthquake.  When  it  begins,  it  also  makes 
3nd,  1  Sam.  iii.  12 ;  puts  a  period,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  the  work  of  ages, 
IS  all  without  distinction ;  and  there  is  no  defence  from  the  destructive 
ke. 

•hould  Almighty  vengeance  stir  up  again  those  fierce  subterranean  com- 
mons ;  should  the  Most  High  God  bid  strong  convulsions  tear  the  bowels 
lature,  and  make  the  foundations  of  the  world  tremble  like  a  leaf ;  w! 
'  ye  careless  ones,"  Isa.  xxxii.  11.  what  will  you  do?  Whither  vnll 
'  See !  the  pavement  sinks  under  your  feet.  Your  houses  are  tot 
*  your  heads.  The  ground,  on  every  side,  cracks  and  opens  like  a  ga] 
re ;  or  heaves  and  swells  like  a  rolling  sea.     ^'  A  noise  of  e 
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Zeph.  i.  10.  is  heard  from  without,  Dcc^utioned  by  lli«  tviHling 

blliDg  structures.       Thunilers,  infernal    tliumlare*,   bultaw. 

tsingled  with  thti  despairing  sVirieks  an>l  dying  groans 

(ireatnres,  who  are  jamnieil  between  tlie  eluding  earth,  or^, 

into  the  horriblo  pitf — Where  now  will  you  fly  ?    To  your  _ 

They  wo  sh&ttcriiil  id  pieces. — To  the  strong  looka  ?     Tluty  tan  tjtrowa  vtt- 

tiieir  place. — To  the  open  fiolds  ?  They  are  &  frightful  gulf,  yawning  M  duiun 

you. — Wherever  you  fly;  in  the  wildness  of  your  diitnictian,  »vln3i-\iir  jn 

teek  for  shelter ;   it  shall  be,  "  n^  if  a  man  fled  from  a  liun  and  a  lirju  jmi 

him ;  or  went  into  the  house,  and  leaned  his  hand  ujmiv  the  wnll,  .-lad  a  mt 

pent  bit  him,"  Amoa  v.  19. 

Yet  there  is  one  place  of  refuge,  whicli    will  prove   nn    inviolahli-  m 
taary,  and  a  perfect  security.     I  mc-au,  tha  gruat,  the  gntciouK,  lliu  adtia 
Iledeciner's  righteousness.      Hither  let  us  betake  mirsolvts.      Now,  tMbni! 
day  of  desolation  cometh,  let  ua  betake  ourst-lvcs  to  this  utrongUold.    Tl 
riiall  we  have  no  reason  to  fear,  though  the  earth  Ih<  nmvcd,  and  tlioD^  I 
billa  be  carried  into  the  midst  of  the  sea.     For  thus  saith  Oiid,  tlic  oaaai 
tont  and  faithfid  God :  "  The  sun  and  tlie  moon  shall  bi>  dnrkenctl,  aa4  UU 
fltars  shall  witlidraw  their  shining.     The  Lord  also  sliall  roar  out  of  2aiia,  ai 
Qtter  his  voice  from  Jerusalem.     The  heavens  and  the  earth  hIiiJI  slinlM  :  bat 
tixe  Lord  Jeaus  Christ  will  be  the  hope  of  his  people,  and  thu  itreugtli  of  lb 
(iiildrcn  of  Israel,"  Joel  iii.  1 5,  16.     Or,  if  the  tniti  believer  is  inrvlToH  vm 
■atne  undistinguished  ruin  with  the  ungodly,  even  this  shall  liira  tu  lii*^ 
It  sliall  exempt  htm  from  the  lingering  paiua  and  the  mclvichi)iy  soliiuint 
of  a  dying  bed.     Like  Elijali's  fiery  ohnnot,  it  shall  sjiucdil;  waft  btiimdJi 
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We  Uft  up  OUT  ejroo,  and  behold  the  radiant  colours  which  fluah  the  fore- 
Md  ot  the  monJng ;  we  turn,  and  gaze  upon  the  no  less  beautiful  tinges 
•biA  iiniHiiple  the  cheek  of  evening.  We  throw  around  our  view,  aud  are 
slighted  with  numherlesa  forms  of  fertility,  which  both  decorate  aud  enrich 
or  plains:  whereas,  other  countries  are  overrun  with  immense  swarms  of 
Kosts,  wbich  intercept,  wherever  they  fly,  the  fair  fiice  of  day  ;  and  destroy, 
rherever  they  alight,  the  green  treasures  of  the  ground. 

Ah  !  what  aruls  it,  that  the  laborious  hind  sows  his  acres,  or  the  skilful 
osbandman  prunes  his  vineyard?  that  spring,  with  her  prolific  moisture, 
wells  the  bud  ;  or,  with  her  delicate  pencil,  piunta  the  blossom  i  Norgrain^ 
tor  ftnit,  can  hope  for  maturity,  while  these  lapacious  and  baleful  creatures 
nfest  the  neighbourhood.  They  ravage  the  gardens,  they  strip  the  trees, 
ad  shave  the  meadows.  Scarce  a  single  leaf  remains  on  the  boughs,  or  so 
such  as  a  single  stalk  in  the  furrows.  "  A  fire  devoureth  before  them,  and 
idiind  them  a  flame  bumeth  ;  the  land  is  as  the  garden  of  Eden  before  them, 
lod  behind  them  a  desolate  wilderness ;  yea,  and  nothing  can  escape  them," 
Foel  ii.  3. 

'Now,  let  the  dreadful  artillery  roar  from  all  its  iron  throate,  and  disgorge 
he  heaviest  glut  of  mortal  bail.  Now,  ye  sous  of  slaughter,  men  "  akilAit 
o  destroy,"  Elsek.  xzi.  31,  now  liurl  the  sulphureous  globes,  which  kindle 
nto  a  hurricane  of  fire,  and  burst  in  ragged  instruments  of  ruin. — To  no  ' 
surpose.  The  linked  thunderbolts  are  turned  into  stubble,  the  bursting 
jomha  are  accounted  as  straw.  These  armies  of  the  air  laugh  at  all  the 
twmidable  preparations  of  war;  "and  when  they  &11  on  the  sword,  they 
iball  not  he  wounded  *."  Surprimng  and  awful  destination  of  the  everlasting 
Qod  I  at  once  to  stain  the  pride  and  chastise  flie  guilt  of  man  I  Tliese  are  ft 
lespicahle  and  puny  race  ;  clad  in  no  coat  of  mail,  but  crushed  by  the  slightest 
touch.  They  wear  neither  sword  nor  scimitar,  nor  any  offensive  weapons 
yet,  in  spite  of  opposing  legions,  they  carry  on  their  depredations,  and  push 
tlieir  conquests.  Terror  marches  in  their  front,  and  famine  twings  up  the 
rear.  They  spread  universal  devastation  as  they  advance ;  and  frequently 
give  the  signal  for  the  pestilence  to  follow.  Potent  armies  lose  their  hands, 
■ad  haughty  tyrants  tremble  for  their  dominions. 

0  that  the  natives  of  Great  Britain  would  bethink  themselves!  would 
1>iesk  off  their  sins  by  righteousness,  and  their  iniquities  by  cherishing  the  in- 
dnences  of  the  divine  Spirit !  lest  "  this  overflowing  scourge,'  under  which 
(omeneighbouringkingdomshavesevcrclysmrLrted,  should  be  commissioned  to  ' 
visit  our  borders,  snd  avenge  the  quarrel  of  its  Maker's  honour.  Distant  as 
those  oonntiess legions  are,  with  interposing  seas  between;  yet,  if  God  lift 
np  a  standard  from  fitr,  or  but  hiss  +  unto  tliem  from  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
"they  come  with  speed  swiftly."  Who  will  convey  this  wish  to  the  ears, 
who  will  transmit  it  to  the  hearts  of  my  countr}'raen  ?  that  our  land  may 

*  TliB  prophet  Joel.  foretelliDg  ihe  pligne  of  locusts,  gives,  under  the  image  of  mi  embat- 
tied  bott,  •  most  alanaing  diiplay  of  thrir  terribJe  appearance  ;  their  impetuous  pr^grea*  | 
Ibe  horrible  dread  thej  rtiie,  m  ihej  advance;  and  the  irreliuable  miachief  they  leaie,tr 
Aajiejmrt. 

T  "  Bias  unto  them,"  Its.  v  26.  They  come  without  a  moment's  delay,  and  from  tU 
fstaotelt  regtoDi  of  the  earth,  to  riecute  all  hiapleuare.  Formidable  and  innumenblsa 
tkey  are,  tbey  ctnnc,  I  say  not  upon  his  repeated  injunctioDB.  or  at  hit  strict  commaM 
bat  at  tb«  flnt,  the  very  amalleit  intimation  of  hU  rill ;  auch  at  the  ihepherda  and  1 
tlwir  flocks-,  nek  u  the  bee-men  of  old,  to  their  awarma  i  or  inuh  a*  ire,  ia  thvfe  6^ 

Mil. 

a  O 
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always  appear  as  it  docs  at  prcflent,  like  the  darling  of  Providence; 
alwayx  rotjound  with  the  voice  of  joj,  and  be  filled  with  the  fmito  of  pic 
may  nlwayu  W(*ar  the  rolte  of  lioaiity,  and  be  adorned  with  the  smik  c^p 

How  great  are  the  advantages  of  peace!  said  Theron.  Peace,  i^ 
leisure,  plans,  and  lends  out  industry  to  execute,  all  the  noble  and  commod 
improvements  which  we  Iwhold  on  every  side.  Peace  sets  the  mark  of 
perty  on  our  ]KmiH'8.sions,  and  bids  justice  guarantee  them  to  our  enjoym 
Peace  spreads  over  us  the  Imnner  of  the  laws,  while  we  taste,  free  £ 
outra^e^  and  siK^ure  from  injury,  the  milk  and  honey  of  our  honest  to 
Amidst  the  tumultuous  confusions  of  war,  who  could  have  a  heart  to  ( 
trive,  or  a  hand  to  accomplish,  any  such  works  of  dignity  and  use  ? 
those  da^'S  of  darkness  and  distraction,  how  languid  to  the  sight  arc  al 
dewy  landscai)es  of  s]>ring  ?  How  insipid  to  tho  taste  arc  all  the  dclid 
flavours  of  autumn  ?  When  the  nation  is  (»vemin  with  annies,  andembro 
in  slaughter,  "^  a  trembling  of  heart,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and  sorrow  of  ma 
Deut.  xxviii.  ()5,  are  the  dismal  distinction  of  the  times.  Instead  of  ic 
acquii'scence  in  our  portion,  our  very  life  hangs  in  continual  suspense. 

But  what  arc  all  the  Ix'nefits  of  external  peace,  though  displayed  ii 
fiurest  light,  and  enlivened  by  the  strongest  ctmtrasts ;  what  are  they 
compared  with  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  ?  by  which  sinners  may  1 
•'peace  with  (Jod  through  Jesus  (.Hirist  our  Lord !  ** 

This,  resumtnl  Aspasio,  sugg«»8ts  a  fresh  instance  of  happiness,  i? 
others  want,  and  we  ]>ossess  ;  an  instance  never  to  be  omitted  in  our  catalt 
of  peculiar  mercii»s  ;  I  might  add,  never  to  be  forgotten  by  any  Christia 
any  occasion.  While  many  kingdoms  of  the  earth  arc  ignorant  of  the 
God,  and  know  neither  the  principles  of  piety  nor  the  paths  of  felicity ; 
day-spring  from  on  high  hath  visited  us,  to  give  the  knowledge  of  salva 
and  to  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  of  j>eace.  While  millions  of  rebel 
angels,  cast  from  tlieir  native  thrones,  are  reserveil  in  chains  of  dark 
unt»>  the?  judgment  of  tlie  great  day,  we,  though  rebellious  and  apostate 
ners  of  mankind,  an*  di-livered  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Tlie  holy  J 
(blessed  be  his  rtuleeming  goodness  !)  has  endured  the  cross,  and  despiscc 
shame,  on  pur])ose  to  rescue  us  from  those  doleful  and  ignominious  dungt 
where  the  prisoners  of  almighty  vengeance 

-Converse  with  (groans 


Unrot^pitcii,   unpiticd,  unrvprieved, 

Agi-s  of  hu|)cU'8s  cDd.  Milton. 

Yes,  my  dear  Theron,  let  mc  rei>eat  your  own  important  words :  "  V 
arc  all  the  benefits  of  external  ])eaee,  though  dis])layed  in  tho  fairest  li 
and  enlivened  by  the  strongest  contrasts — what  are  they  all,  compared  ' 
the  blessings  of  the  gosjH*!  ?"  This  brings  the  olive-branch  from  hea 
and  glad  tidings  of  reconciliation  with  our  offended  God.  Tliis  comp 
the  tunmlt  of  the  niiud ;  disarms  the  warring  passions ;  and  regulates 
extravagant  desires.     This  introduces  such  an  integrity  of  heart,  and  b 

•  **  Pax  optima  renim,*'  says  the  Latin  poet.  But  the  Orientals,  I  think,  disc 
the  most  superlative  esteem  for  this  Messing,  by  making  it  the  constant  form  of 
salutations,  and  the  subject  of  their  most  cordial  wishes  for  their  friends  :  **  Peace  be 
thee."  In  this  short  sentence,  they  seem  to  have  comprised  a  whole  volume  of  men 
meaning  by  their  single  tZpU?  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  Gt^eV.*  €X^T<i%%<»d  b^  their  xj^t^ut^  vyu 
tuTfoirtruf ;  i.  6.  a  confluence  of  t\\at  '^o^  oi  is\\tiv\,  tXiaXV^t^'Ctv  p^  \^^^^^\^&aX  ^\V5«^ 
outward  circumstaQCca,  which  comp\cUiVic\iTiY\)^xi«aa  ol  txmix^uA. 


DIALOGUE   XTII.  451 

eolencc  of  temper,  as  constitute  the  licalth  of  the  soul.  Tliis  spreads  such 
ui  uniform  beauty  of  holiness  through  the  conduct,  as  is  far  more  amiable 
khan  the  most  engaging  forms  of  material  nature. 

0 1  that  thou  wouldst  bow  the  heavens !  that  thou  wouldst  come  down, 
celestial  Visitant,  and  make  thy  stated,  thy  favourite  abode  in  our  isle !  that 
ftvecy  breast  may  be  animated  with  thy  power ;  and  every  community,  every 
individaaU  may  wear  thy  resplendent  badge !  Then  shall  it  bo  the  least 
ingredient  of  our  public  felicity,  that  the  sword  of  slaughter  is  beaten  into  a 
ploaji^-ehare,  and  the  once  bloody  spear  bent  into  a  pruning-hook.  It  shall 
be  the  lowest  upon  the  lists  of  our  common  blessings,  that  ^'  violence  is  no 
Bore  heard  in  our  land,  wasting  and  destruction  within  our  borders.  Our 
wry  officers  will  be  peace,  and  our  exactors  righteousness.  We  shall  call" 
[and  the  event  will  correspond  with  the  name)  ^'  our  walls  salvation,  and  our 
;ate8  praise."  Then  shall  every  harp  be  taken  down  from  the  willows,  and 
▼ery  voice  burst  into  a  song. — "  In  other  climes " — will .  be  the  general 
oclamation^— - 

*^  In  oih^r  climes,  let  myriads  of  curious  insects  spin  the  delicate  thread, 
rliioh  softens  into  velvet,  stiffens  into  brocade,  or  flows  in  glossy  satin ;  which 
eAects  a  lovelier  glow  on  the  cheek  of  beauty,  and  renders  royalty  itself 
Bore  majestic.  We  are  presented  with  infinitely  finer  robes,  in  the  imputed 
ighteousness  of  onr  Redeemer,  and  the  inherent  sanctification  of  his  Spirit ; 
rhich  beautify  the  very  soul,  and  prepare  it  for  the  illustrious  assembly— of 
■ints  in  light — of  angels  in  glory. 

^Let  eastern  rocks  sparkle  with  diamonds,  and  give  birth  to  gems  of 
▼ery  dazzling  tincture.  We  have,  hid  in  the  field  of  our  Scriptures,  the 
Pearl  of  great  price;  the  white  and  precious  stone'  (Rev.  ii.  17)  of  perfect 
ibaolntion ;  a  diadem  which  will  shine  with  undiminished  lustre,  when  all 
he  brilliant  wonders  of  the  mine  are  faded,  extinguished,  lost. 

^*  Let  richer  soils  nourish  the  noblest  plants,  and  warmer  suns  concoct  their 
sqnisite  juices ; — the  lemon,  pleasingly  poignant ;  the  citron,  more  mildly 
lelicious ;  or  that  pride  of  vegetable  life,  and  compendium  of  all  the  blan- 
liflhments  of  taste,  the  pine-apple.  We  enjoy  far  more  exalted  dainties,  in 
laving  access  to  the  ^'Tree  of  life,  whose  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of 
he  nations,"  Rev.  xxii.  2  ;  whose  boughs  are  replenished  with  a  never-failing* 
ibundance  of  heavenly  fruits ;  and  the  nutriment  they  dispense,  is  bliss  and 
mmortality. 

"  Let  Iberian  vines  swell  the  translucent  cluster,  and  burst  into  a  flood 
if  generous  wine ;  let  the  Tuscan  olive  extract  the  fatness  of  the  earth, 
kiid  melt  into  a  soft  mellifluous  stream :  wc  shall  neither  envy  nor  covet 
bese  inferior  gifts,  so  long  as  we  may  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  salva- 
ion  ;  so  long  as  we  may  receive  that  unction  from  the  Holy  One,"  1  John 
L  20,  those  influences  of  the  Comforter,  which  not  only  make  a  cheerful 
oontenance,  but  gladden  the  very  heart ;  im])arting  such  a  refined  satisfaction, 
8  the  whole  world  cannot  give — such  a  permanent  satisfaction,  as  no  calami- 
les  can  take  away. 

*'  Let  Ethiopian  mountains  be  ribbed  with  marble,  and  Peruvian  mines 
mbowelled  with  gold :  we  want  neither  the  impenetrable  quarry,  nor  the 
littering  ore ;  having  in  our  adored  Messiah  a  sure  foundation  for  all  ouf 
temal  hopes,  and  an  inexhaustible  fund  of  the  divinest  riches. 

**  Be  it  so,  that  our  IsLb  is  but  a  creeping  drop,  and  the  Thames  itself  no 
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TTiDrc  than  a  flcan ty  rivulet,  compared  with  the  magnificent  sweep  of  tb 
(iaii«j:oH,  tir  tlir  $<tii))on<h)ii8  amplitude  of  Rio  dc  la  Plata  *.  Tlie  wretdbd 
natives,  even  mi  tin'  bankn  of  thoH«*  litately  riveiti,  are  at  distance  Irom  lUth 
8])nii;;:«  of  triit>  coii>r»lntion :  whon*as  we  have  a  fountain,  we  liave  a  mn^ 
that  is'<U('!3  fritiii  tht*  (tccnn  nf  ctenial  love.  With  incomparable  dignity,  ail 
with  equal  pmpriity,  it  U  styled,  'the  river  of  life,*  Kev.  xxii.  1.  Itvia^ 
the  house  of  the  mnunier,  and  revives  the  spirit  (if  the  sorrov^-ful :  it  mak^ 
glad  the  eity,  and  niaken  hap]>y  the  ftiTvants  of  our  (Sod  :  it  quickens  ev^ 
the  dead  ;  and  exery  huniau  creature  that  drinks  of  it<  water  live«4  for  evet  i 

^*  Iji't  Asiatic  inlands  Ikiast  their  mountains  of  myrrh,  and  hills  of  franUt 
cense:  let  Arabian  proves,  with  a  sujH'rior  lilM*rality,  distil  their  heiliH 
gums,  and  ri])en,  for  vi^nmus  operation,  their  vitd  dnijis.  We  havpamov 
8overei;rn  rrnii'ily  than  their  most  powerful  restoratives,  in  the  great  Mfib 
tor's  atonini:  blood  ;  we  have  a  more  refreshing  banquet  than  all  their  mingU 
fiweets,  in  rommemr)rating  his  finssion,  and  participating  his  merits. 

*^  In  slxirt,  we  have  an  equivalent,  far  more  than  an  equivalent,  fcril 
those  choiee  ]inHluetions,  which  bloom  in  the  gardens,  or  bask  in  theordnA 
of  the  sun.  Wv  have  a  gos])(>K  rich  in  precious  ]>rivi1eges,  and  aboandiil 
with  inestimabh*  promises  :  we  have  a  Saviour,  full  of  forgi^nng  goodness,  ni 
liberal  of  renewing  gnice ;  at  whos<*  auspicious  approach,  fountains  sport 
amidst  t1u>  burning  desart  ;  under  whone  welcome  footste]»8,  the  sandy  waito 
smih^  with  luTbage  ;  ami  beneath  Ids  potent  t<»uch,  *"  the  wildeme)9s  bndsnl 
blossoms  as  a  rose/'  Isa.  xxxv.  1.  Or,  to8|H'Ak  more  plainly,  the  desolate ari- 
bam'n  S(»ul  brings  forth  tho«H^  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  which  arc  infinitely  moi 
ornamental  than  the  silken  gems  of  spring;  infinitely  more  beneficial  than tkl 
sjilubrious  stores  of  autumn. 

"'  We  liav«»  a  Savi«>ur, — tell  it  out  among  the  Heathen,  that  all  the  nafiow 
on  earth  may  ])artake  of  the  gift,  and  j(»in  in  the  song, — a  Saviour  we  liivCr 
whose  railiaiit  <'ve  bniditens  the  <;h)<>iHV  iiaths  of  affliction  :  whose  efiicacioa 
blessing  makes  ••  all  thin;^s  work  together  for  the  goml  of  his  people,*  RuB. 
viii.  M.  Death,  gilded  by  his  pro|)itious  smile,  even  death  itself  looks^gar. 
Nor  is  the  grave,  under  his  In^nign  administration,  any  longer  a  den  of  d»- 
t ruction  ;  but  a  short  and  shady  avenue  to  those  immortal  mansions,  whose 
'  foundations  are  lai<l  with  sapjdiires  ;  whose  windows  are  of  agate,  the  gitei 
of  carbuncle,  and  all  the  borders  of  pleasant  stones,**'  Isa.  liv.  Jl,  12. 

I^irdon  my  rhapsody,  dear  Tlieron.  Your  own  remark,  added  to  the 
grand  an<l  lovely  views,  have  warmed,  have  animated,  have  almost  tnne- 
sported  me. — Tlieron  an^w(Ted  not  a  word,  but  seemed  fixed  in  thought- 
While  he  is  indnlLiing  his  eontemplation,  we  may  just  observe  some  otlier 
peenliarities  of  the  ])ros|)ect. 

Here  and  there,  a  lonesome  cottage?  searccly  lifts  its  humble  head.  No 
pompons  swell  of  projecting  stejw  surrounds  the  door ;  no  a])pendant  winge 
of  inferior  oftiees  skirt  the  edifice  ;  no  stately  hall,  slabbed  with  marble,  and 
roofed  with  sculpture,  receives  the  gazing  stranger :  but  young-eyed  Health, 

•Tills  river  is  near  two  hiindroil  miles  bro»(l,  where  it  disch.irges  itself  into  the  so. 
It  pours  such  an  innncnsc  qujintity  of  the  liiiuiil  elcmeut  into  tlie  Atlantic  Ocean,  that 
fresh  water  may  be  taken  u])  for  the  spare  of  many  a  league.  It  rontinue«  thn*  amazinglv 
vast  throuph  a  course  of  six  hundred  miles;  when  it  diyides into  two  mit^hty b^aDcbe^ the 
Parana  and  the  Paraguay,  which,  havinjc  run  \i\  »eyw«X^  cVxawxitU,  wivecal  tbouiandnilei 

aloiiff  thf  country,  unite  at  last,  ai\«\  foTu\,\>\  \W\t  cotv^>x-!L,  X\i\%  \sw^^xv\^wc«.tX  va.\v^k:^ 

stream,  which  is  8U)>po(«ed  to  W  tbeWgeU  Vu  \W  "wotXA. 
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fktti  white-robed  Innocence,  with  sweet-featured  Contentment,  adorn  the 
babitation ;  while  Virtue  lends  her  graces,  and  Religion  communicates  her 
honours,  to  dignify  the  abode ;  rendering  the  blameless  hut  superior  in  real 
majesty  to  a  dissolute  court. 

•  At  some  distance  appear  the  hoary  remains  of  an  ancient  monastery.  Sunk 
beneath  the  weight  of  revolving -years,  the  once  venerable  fabric  is  levelled 
with  the  dust.  The  lofty  and  ornamented  temple  lies  rudely  overgrown 
with  moss,  or  still  more  ignobly  covered  with  weeds.  The  walls,  where 
sainted  imagery  stood,  or  idolized  painting  shone,  are  clasped  witli  twining 
ivy,  or  shagged  with  horrid  thorn.  Tlirough  aisles,  that  once  echoed  to  the 
chanter  s  voice,  mingled  with  the  organ's  majestic  sound,  the  hollow  winds 
RMur,  and  the  dashing  storm  drives.  Where  are  now  the  silent  cells,  the 
Tocal  choirs,  the  dusky  groves,  in  which  the  romantic  saints  prolonged 
their  lonely  vigils  by  the  midnight  taper ;  or  poured  their  united  prayers, 
before  the  lark  had  waked  the  mom  ;  or  strolled,  in  ever-musing  melancholy, 
ilong  the  moonlight  glade  ?  Surely  those  mouldering  fragments  now  teach 
[and  with  a  much  better  grace,  with  a  much  stronger  emphasis)  what  for- 
merly their  unsocial  and  gloomy  residentaries  professed ; — they  teach  the 
ranity  of  the  world,  and  tlie  transitory  duration  of  all  that  is  most  stable  in 
Biis  region  of  shadows. 

Behold  on  yonder  eminence  the  rueful  memorials' of  a  magnificent  castle. 
All  dismantled,  and  quite  demolished,  it  gives  a  shading  of  solemnity  to  the 
more  lively  parts  of  nature'^s  picture ;  and  attempers  the  rural  delight  with 
some  touches  of  alarming  dread. —  War,  destructive  war,  has  snatched  the 
scythe  from  the  hand  of  Time,  and  hurried  on  the  steps  of  Destiny.  Those 
broken  columns,  and  battered  walls ;  those  prostrate  towers,  and  battlements 
dashed  to  the  ground,  carry  evident  marks  of  an  immature  downfall.  They 
were  built  for  ages ;  and  for  ages  might  have  stood  a  defence  and  accommo- 
dation to  generations  yet  unborn,  if  haply  they  had  escaped  the  du'e  assaults 
of  hostile  rage.  But  what  vigilance  of  man  can  prevent  the  miner  s  dark 
approach  ?  or  what  solidity  of  bulwark  can  withstand  the  bellowing  engine's 
impetuous  shock  ? 

Those',  perhaps,  were  the  rooms  in  which  licentious  Mirth  crowned  with 
roses  the  sparkling  bowl,  and  tuned  to  the  silver-sounding  lute  the  syren's 
enchanting  song.  Those,  the  scenes  of  voluptuous  indulgence,  where  Luxury 
poured  her  delicacies ;  where  Beauty,  insidious  Beauty,  practist^d  her  wiles, 
and  spread,  with  bewitching  art,  her  wanton  snares.  Now,  instead  of  the 
riotous  banquet,  and  intrigues  of  lawless  love,  the  owl  utters  her  hated 
screams  by  night,  and  the  raven  flaps  her  ominous  wing  by  day.  Where 
are  the  violet  couches,  and  the  woodbine  bowers,  which  fanned  with  their 
breathing  sweets  the  polluted  flame  ?  The  soil  seems  to  suffer  for  the  abuses 
of  the  owner.  Blasted  and  dishonoured,  it  produces  nothing  but  ragged  briers 
and  noisome  nettles,  under  whose  odious  covert  the  hissing  snake  glides,  or 
the  croaking  toad  crawls  :  fearful  intimation  of  that  ignominious  and  doleful 
catastrophe  which  awaits  the  sons  of  riot !  when  their  momentary  grati- 
fications will  drop  like  the  faded  leaf,  and  leave  nothing  behind  but  pangs  of 
remorse,  keener  far  than  the  pointed  thorn,  and  more  envenomed  than  tba 
riper  s  tooth. 

Perhaps  they  were  the  beauteous  and  honoured  abodes  where  GrandeiU 
uid  Politeness  walked  their  daily  round,  attended  with  a  train  of  guiltier* 
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dollglils  ;  whiTC  nmlulik'  and  rL'fiuc<t  Frk'ndbliip  woe  wont  to  lit 
]ookiug  love,  anil  talking  tlic  vtry  Mtul ;  wlitm  [I(iii|iitBlity,  witb  Bm 
alwiiyii  at  li«r  aiilo,  stood  bcckonitig  to  tbu  dUtrcBSed,  btit  iiiduatrions  * 
uid  sbowercd  Lloaaings  from  her  liberal  band.  Btit  wiir,  dotE.iti.-d  wAr,  hM 
Btn>tcbcd  ovi?r  the  social  and  ioviting  scat  "  ttii'  lioe  or  confiiiion,  akod  Ha 
atones  of  cmptini'sa,"  laa.  xxxiv.  11.  Now,  ntiw!  noUiin|{  but  i!uvJa£cC 
and  horror  haunt  the  savago  letreat  Tbe  an)<)1e  ucbee  oT  tlic  briJf^,  whJtB 
so  often  transmitted  the  wondering  pansungiT  nlung  tbdir  |i<.-iiBil(.'  wsy,  \m 
buried  in  the  dreary  moat. — 'lliose  tvlics  of  the  ninHy  ]iortalH,  linked  anu 
nbiindoned,  seem  to  bemoan  tlictr  melanclioly  oonililiuu.  No  sj>lendid  ehariet^l 
with  tbeir  gay  rttinuo,  frequent  the  solitary  avenues.  No  needy  et«pa,  wtlli 
dieerfnl  exitectation,  besiege  tbe  once  hountiful  gate.  But  oU  is  u  niian 
forlorn,  hideous  pile  of  nibbish. 

Since  riches  so  often  take  to  tbemselvos  wings,  and  fly  away  :  since  kcran, 
l^at  and  fair,  reel  iijwu  their  foundations,  and  so  tumble  into  dust;  how 
wise,  how  salutnryis  our di\-ine  Master's  advice!  "  Mokeloyottraolvtn  WmA 
witb  the  mammon  of  unrigliteousneas ;  that  when  the  world  fiuls 
you,  when  tbo  springs  of  nature  fail  within  you,  tliey,  as  witnesaea  of  jta 
diarity,  and  voucliera  for  tlie  sincerity  of  your  faith,  may  recrivc  ywi 
everlasting  habitations,"  Luke  svi.  9.  Tliis  ia  to  l«y  up  treasure  "  foj 
aelves,"  ^latt.  vi.  20  ;  wbereft9,  whatever  elac  wo  amiLss,  is  for  our  hdre,  hr 
onr  socceseota,  for  we  know  not  wlio.  Tliia  wealtU  ia  tnily  and  entphatioiSr 
calkd  "ourown,"  Luke  jtjri.  13;  it  ia  anadvowson  i  we  have  the  papctuilf. 
Whci'cas,  whatever  else  we  poasess  is  ours  only  for  ft  turn,  or  in  truvl. 
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Near  thoeo  heaps  of  kavock  lies  the  spot,  eyer-memorable  and  still  revered, 
m  which  an  obstinate  and  fatal  battle  ^as  fought.  Tlio  husbandman,  as  he 
creaks  his  fallow  land,  or  rends  the  grassy  turf,  offcen  discovers  the  horrid 
mplements,  and  the  more  horrid  effects,  of  that  bloody  conflict.  He  starts 
;o  hear  his  coulter  strike  upon  the  bosses  of  a  rusty  buckler,  or  gride  over  the 
!dge  of  a  blunted  sword.  He  turns  pale  to  see  human  bones  thrown  up 
»efore  his  plough ;  and  stands  aghast  to  think,  that  in  cutting  his  furrow  he 
»pens  a  grave. — ^The  grey-headed  sire  often  relates  to  his  grandsons,  hanging 
7ith  eager  attention  on  the  tale,  and  trembling  for  the  event — relates  the 
iismal,  the  glorious  deeds  of  that  important  day : — How  the  fields,  now 
overed  with  waving  crops,  were  then  loaded  with  mangled  and  ghastly 
orpscs ;  how  the  pastures,  now  green  with  herbage,  were  then  drenched  and 
icrimsoned  with  human  gore. 

^^  On  that  extended  common,"  he  says,  ^'  where  the  busy  shepherd  is 
recting  his  hurdled  citadel,  the  tents  were  spread,  and  the  banners  displayed ; 
tie  spears  bristled  in  air,  and  the  burnished  helmets  glittered  to  the  sun.— . 
hi  yonder  rising  ground,  where  the  frisking  lambs  play  their  harmless  frolics, 
k>o<l  the  martiid  files,  clad  in  mail,  and  ranged  in  battle  array ;  stood  war, 
rith  all  its  collected  horrors,  like  some  portentous  cloud,  ready  to  burst  into 
Q  immediate  storm. — On  the  nearer  plain,  where  the  quiet  steed  grazes  in 
ifety,  and  those  sober  oxen  chew  the  juicy  herb,  the  fierce  encounter  mixed, 
licre   the  javelins,  launched  from   nervous  arms,  and  aimed  by  vengeful 
yes,  flew  and  reflew,  whizzing  with  death.     The  arrows  lightened  *  from 
he  strings,  and  drenched  their  keen  points,  and  dipped  their  feathery  wings 
1  blood. — Soon  as  this  shower  of  missive  steel  ceased,  instantly  outsprung 
liousands  of  flaming  swords.     They  clash  on  the  brazen  shields,  they  cut 
lieir  way  through  the  riven  annour,  and  sheath  their  blades  in  many  a 
allant  dauntless  heart.     Here,  on  this  distinguished  level,  the  proud  pre- 
amptuous  enemy,  confident  of  victory,  and  boasting  of  their  numbers,  poured 
1  like  a  flood.     There,  a  bold  determined  battalion,  of  which  myself  was  a 
art,  planted  themselves  like  a  rock,  and  broke  the  fierce  attack. 
"  Tlien,"  adds  the  brave  old  warrior,  "  then  the  coward  herd  fled  before 
le  vengeance  of  our  conquering  arms.     Then  these  hands  strewed  the  plains 
ith  a  harvest,  different  far  from  their  present  productions.  •  Then  the  fathers, 
nitten  with  inexpressible  dread,  looked  not  back  on  their  children  f,  though 
luddering  at  the  lifted  spear,  or  screaming  under  the  brandished  sword, 
he  fathers  looked  not  back  on  their  children,  though  they  fell  among  the 
ain,  gashed  with  deadly  wounds;  or  lay  expiring,  in  groans  of  agony,  . 
ider  our  feet."*** 

*  Hab.  iii.  11.  The  original  words,  literally  translated,  present  us  with  that  beautifully 
)ld  figure,  the  "lightning  of  thy  spear;*' — which,  with  innumerable  other  graces  of 
eech,  that  give  dignity  and  spirit  to  our  modern  compositions,  are  borrowed  from  the 
agnize  of  Zion  ;  are  transplanted  from  the  school  of  the  prophets.  If  we  start  into  a 
easing  amazement  at  Homer's  id^u  fituvtrau  ;  havef  we  not  equal  reason  to  be  charmed  and 
rprised  at  Nahum*8  ni^H  ibbtnn  ?  every  chariot  raged  with  violence  and  impetuosity— 
\B  eager,  was  even  mad  to  destroy.    Nah.  ii.  5. 

1*  For  this  very  striking,  and  most  terrific  image,  we  are  obliged  to  the  prophet  Jeremiah  } 
\o,  in  A  few  words,  but  with  all  the  pomp  of  horror,  describes  the  din  of  approachii 
tr,  and  the  consternation  of  a  vanquished  people,  Jer.  zlvii.  3. 
Virgil  has  imitated  the  prophefs  manner,  in  that  very  delicate  descriptive  touch,  y 
presenting  the  prodigious  alarm  excited  by  the  yell  of  the  infernal  Fury,  he  says, 

'*  £t  trepidee  matres  pressere  ad  pectora  natos.'* 
Mt  is,  ''  Each  frighted  mother  clasped  the  infant  to  her  fluttering  bosom." 
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We  li.-ave  tlie  warrlur  tu  rL-pt-'at  liis  atioeking  atary,  anil  enfoy  b»  nnfji 
wktiBfuction.  For  calmer  scenes  aiid«ofter  d«Iiu;bta  wa  witling)}-  l«ara  lum^ 
llie  eye  ia  pleosiMl  with  tlic  olegnitt  gaiety  of  the  parterre  ;  tlir  enr  l»  aootM 
with  tlic  warbling  melody  of  tltti  grove ;  but  grand  ulijtrti!.  Mtil  the  mugni- 
ficetice  of  things,  charm  »ntl  transport  the  whnin  mnn.  TIi«  miuO,  on 
occasions,  seems  to  expand  with  tlie  proH]H!Ct,  and  si-erotty  cxiilts  in  tbc 
«ciouea@B9  of  liur  gretitncsM.  Iiitt'nt  upon  them  Urge  aiid  excumve  H 
onr  firiunda  acuree  atlvert  to  the  minuter  beautitw  whidi  adilrcM  tlicm  on  vtttj 
side.  The  swan,  with  her  snowy  plumes,  and  Inftily  bending  hwid,  nutirilk 
stundiug  all  tier  Huperb  air  anil  lordly  state,  riiwe  by  without  exiriting  admini- 
tion  or  obtaining  notice.  Equally  unnoticed  la  both  the  Array  and  the  adiM 
<)f  the  diiek ;  her  glost^y  neck,  and  finely  cliequered  wings  ;  her  diviii),'  mta 
the  depp,  or  her  ilnrting  itp  into  day.  The  swallow,  tiktutii>!uj[  the  air  in 
wanton  eireles,  or  dipping  her  downy  breast  in  the  flood,  courts  tlie  ohfim- 
tion  in  Tain.  Nur  rould  the  finny  abo.i1s  attract  their  regard,  tbouffh  thfj 
pbiycd  before  the  boat  in  sportjvo  obnse,  or  glancing  (jiiiek  to  the  Mifftc^ 
■bewed  their  pearly  cout^  bedropt  with  gold.  Tlius  tiiey,  engajf^d  in  nibUn^ 
BPglect, inferior  speculations.  Ami  if  the  wins  of  religion  ovcrlonk  ttip  diitdm- 
tive,  transient,  delusory  fumis  of  pleasure,  wbicb  float  on  tlio  narruif  •ticu 
fif  time,  or  flit  along  the  scanty  bonnds  of  sense,  it  is  only  to  cootonplA 
sad  injoy  a  happiiioHs  in  their  Oud,  which  is  elevated.  siibBtaDtt*!,  aal 
immortal  ;  compared  with  which,  whatever  tlie  eye  can  sufwy, 
pole  to  pole,  ftoni  the  rising  to  the  setting  atin,  b  a  cocblcBbell, 
bubble. 

From  this  open  and  enlarged  scene  they  enter  the  skirls  of  a  vast,  W 
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tetunig  to  the  right  huut,  in  the  ahape  of  a  creecent,  composed  what  UiltoD 
■tylcfl^  **  A  vflrduoHB  'wall  of  etnteliest  aspect ;"  and  left  in  the  midst  an 
amph  space  for  the  flourishing  of  herbage. 

Here,  said  Theron,  if  j'ou  please,  we  will  alight,  and  leave  the  bearer  ot 
DOT  floftUng  sedan  to  pursue  his  ccaselesa  couise ;  to  enrich  the  bosom  of 
other  valleys,  and  1are  the  feet  of  other  hills ;  to  visit  cities,  and  maVe  the  tonr 
of  counties;  to  reflect  the  imi^  of  many  a  splendid  structure  which  adorns 
bis  banks,  and,  which  is  far  more  amiable,  to  distribute  all  along  his  winding 
JDumcj  innumerable  conTcniencies  both  for  man  and  beast ;  acquiring,  the 
brther  he  goes,  and  the  more  benefits  be  confers,  a  deeper  flow,  and  a  wider 
■well  ;  to  the  remarkable  confirmation  of  that  beneficent  maxim,  "  There  is 
that  scattoreth,  and  yet  increaseth,"  Frov.  xi.  24. 

Theron  and  Aspasio,  walking  across  the  spacious  amphitheatre  seated  them- 
Belves  at  the  extremity  of  tbe  bend.  Before  them  lay  a  verdant  area,  quite 
even,  perfectly  handsome,  but  far  from  gay.  Green  was  all  the  dress,  without 
any  mixture  of  gaudy  flowers  or  glittering  colours ;  only  now  and  then,  a 
gentle  breese,  skimming  over  the  undulating  mead,  improved  a  varying  wavy 
gloM  on  its  surface.  The  whole  seemed  to  resemble  iho  decent  and  sob^ 
Mfiuiments  of  maturer  age,  when  it  has  put  off  the  trappings  and  bid  adieu 
to  the  levities  of  youth.  The  broad  transparent  stream  ran  parallel  with  the 
lips*  of  the  channel,  and  drew  a  line  of  circumvallatiun,  as  it  were,  to  guard 
Ihe  calm  retreat.  It  appeared,  wlierc  shaded  with  boughs,  like  a  barrier  of 
-polished  stee) ;  where  open  to  the  sim,  like  a  mirror  of  flowing  crystal.  The 
eastern  edges  of  the  river  were  barricaded  with  a  kind  of  mountainous  decli- 
vity, on  whose  rude  and  rocky  sides  tlie  timorous  rabbit  burrowed,  and  the 
Imrded  goat  browsed.  Not  for  from  the  summit  two  or  three  fountains 
gmJicd,  which,  uniting  their  currents  as  they  trickled  down  the  steep,  formed 
a  natural  cascade :  here  it  was  lost  in  the  rusliy  dells,  or  obscured  by  the 
twisting  roots  ;  there  it  burst  again  into  view,  and,  playing  full  in  the  eye  of 
day,  looked  like  a  sheet  of  spouting  silver. 

In  this  romantic  retirement,  said  Theron,  we  are  quite  sequestered  from 
society.  Wo  seem  to  be  in  a  world  of  out  own ;  and  should  almost  he  tempted 
to  foigct  that  we  are  encompassed  with  a  kindred  species,  did  not  the  music 
of  those  silver-tongued  bells,  poured  from  a  distant  steeple,  and  gliding  along 
the  gentle  stream,  bring  us  news  of  human  kind. 

Escaped  from  man  and  his  busy  walks,  mutliinks  wo  are  come  to  tlie  house 
of  toanquillity.  Such  a  deep  undisturbed  composure  reigns  all  around  !  It  is 
M  if  some  august  personage  was  making  his  entrance,  or  some  majestic  being 
iraa  upon  the  point  to  speak,  and  all  nature  stood  fixed  in  attentive  expecta- 
tion.    No  place  better  fitted  to  cherish  or  to  inspire  a  contemplative  se- 

Olwerve  the  simplicity  and  grandeur  of  those  surrounding  trees ;  the  noble 
plainness  of  their  verdure,  and  the  prodigious  stateliness  of  their  aspect.  What 
a  speck  are  our  gardens,  and  what  a  mere  dwarf  aro  our  groves,  compared 
with  these  vast  plantations  !  Here  is  none  of  your  nice  exactness,  but  all  is 
irregnlarly  and  wildly  great.  Here  are  no  traces  of  the  shears,  nor  any  foot- 
step* of  the  spade  ;  but  the  handy-work  of  the  Deity  is  apparent  in  all.  Give 
me  the  scenes,  which  disdain  the  puny  assistance  of  art,  and  are  infinitelj 
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fluporioi  to  the  low  toils  of  mnu.  Givo  loo  the  soenes,  -wUkti  itwrn  Ui 
Onr  attention  with  a  little  borrowed  aprucencaa  of  eUupc,  but,  {>y  thuir 
native  dignity,  oonimanii  our  regard,  I  love  the  pioaperts,  wliicb,  tUo 
Hioy  are  beheld,  striko  tbc  soul  with  vcnfTation,  or  transport  it  vritli  wiaiii3\ 
and  cry  aloud  in  tlio  ear  of  reason,  "  A9criI)o  yc  gnatavm  to  our  God."  Soc^ 
I  thluk,  in  a  very  eiciiuent  degree,  ia  the  finveti 

-lli^h  wiiiag  o"er  Ihe  liiHi, 

Or  to  [be  tuiI  boriaon  wide  dilTiu'd, 

A  boundliAs  deep  imiaenailj  of  ifaue. 

vifp,  Solomon's  refined  genius  seems  to  liitve  b««n  fond  of  tlia 
tion,  and  delighted  with  tlie  same  objeets.  Tliercforo,  lit  a.  grmt  apam, 
nnd  in  the  most  eurious  taste,  he  built  "  tlio  lioutn.'  of  tlio  forest."  I«wVi 
divine  imagination  was  charmed  with  the  siunc  gmud  spcctaulp.  Him  A*, 
qucntly  thnn  any  of  the  prophets  he  derives  his  iUtistnitioDs  from  it.  th» 
nunparison  1  particularly  remember  :  speaking  of  the  Aaiiyrtiui  king  and  Ui 
military  forces,  he  likens  them  to  such  an  assemblago  of  tr^os :  nuDunoiu,  u 
their  amazing  multitudes  !  strong,  oa  their  massy  trunks.  Yet  niunoNgi 
aad  potent  as  they  wore,  they  sliould  all  be  brought  low,  and  hud  id  tiie  dut 
"  For  behold  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  llosts,  shall  lop  the  bow  ivith  tumr,  tai 
the  high  ones  of  stature  shall  be  honoi  dowu,  and  the  haughty  shall  bo  lia» 
bled  ;  and  he  shall  cut  down  the  thickets  of  his  forest  witti  Iron,  and  IdlMMi 
diall  faU  by  a  mighty  one,"  Isa.  x.  33.  34. 

ThcD  hu  passes  fay  a  moat  beautiful  transition  to  his  darling  topic,  lia 
tedemption  of  sinners,  lie  gives  lis,  together  with  one  of  the  finest  coatnA^ 
imaiHnablo-   a  view  of  the  ^t^wiiah   and   his   vrcat   salvntioQ.      When  Hum 
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'  high  it  riaos,  and  how  finn  it  stands !  An  emblem  of  onr  state,  and  a 
em  for  our  imitation.  Thus  let  us,  who  in  ourselves  are  noUiing,  of  onr- 
cs  can  do  nothing,  let  us  fly  to  Christ — ^relj  on  Christ — and  as  Barnabas 
kt  true  son  of  consolation)  speaks,  "  cleave  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with 
purpose  of  heart,"  Acts  xi.  23.  Let  us  determine  to  know  nothing,*  to 
re  nothing,  to  depend  on  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified, 
this  be  the  motto  for  our  faith,  this  the  language  of  our  souls,  **  Christ  is 
Then  shall  our  virtues,  though  hitherto  smitten  with  a  blast,  revive  as 
com ;  then  shall  our  hopes,  though  in  themselves  weaker  than  the  ivy, 
int  like  the  cedars. 

*ker.  You'  can  hardly  imagine  how  a  sense  of  guilt  and  nnworthiness 
resses  my  mind.  I  am  often  discouraged,  and  cannot  bring  myself  to  be 
dfast  in  faith,  or  joyful  through  hope. 

t9p.  You  cannot  bring  yourself,  but  God  Almight/s  power  and  grace  can 
ig  to  pass  these  desirable  efiects.  And  hear  what  the  prophet  says  further 
n  the  charming  topic  which  introduced  our  discoiurse.  Whenever  the 
[uent  Isaiah  undertakes  to  display  a  truth,  he  gives  it  all  the  energy,  all 
beauty,  and  every  heightening  touch  which  it  is  capable  of  receiving. 
8  humble  shoot,  springing  from  the  stem  of  Jesse,  shall  rise  to  such  a 
ih  of  elevation,  that  it  shall  be  conspicuous  fax  and  near,  and  ^^  stand  for 
ensign  of  the  people."  It  shall  be  seen,  not  like  a  beacon  upon  the  top  of  a 
»  by  the  Israelites  only,  or  the  natives  of  a  single  territory ;  but,  like  the 
it  luminaries  in  heaven,  shall  be  visible  in  every  country,  and  by  the 
He  inhabited  world.  ^^  To  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek,"  not  only  from  the 
lotest,  but  from  the  most  barbarous  and  idolatrous  climes.  These,  even 
le  persons,  though  savage  in  their  nature,  and  detestable  in  their  manners, 
11  be  freely  admitted,  and  find  rest  under  his  shadow.  Nay,  the  refresh- 
it  which  he  yields,  and  the  comfort  which  they  receive,  fi^idl  be  not  sen- 
able  only,  but  of  sovereign  efficacy :  ^^  his  rest  shall  be  glorious,"  Isa. 
10. 

•^rom  this  w^e  learn,  that  all  the  blessings  of  Christ's  mediation  are  design- 
Tor  Gentiles — ^for  the  most  abandoned  and  abominable  sinners ;  that  they 
so  full  and  consummate,  as  to  create  a  calm  of  tranquillity,  a  ^^  glorious 
;,"  in  the  most  troubled,  afflicted,  guilty  consciences.  And  I  dare  chai- 
se even  my  Thcron's  misgiving  mind,  to  specify  any  want  which  b  not 
plied,  any  grievance  which  is  not  redressed,  by  the  righteousness  of 
OS  Christ.  I  formerly  encountered  your  objections,  let  me  now  combat 
ir  scruples. 

PA^r.  Sometimes  I  have  a  deep  and  distressing  conviction  of  my  extreme 
Illness.  It  is  like  a  sore  burden,  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.  It  is  like  the 
st  filth,  and  renders  me  odious  to  myself :  how  much  more  loathsome  to 
all-seeing  eye!  It  appears  like  a  debt  of  ten  thousand  talents,  and  I  have 
hing,  no,  not  any  thing  to  pay.  Then  I  experience  what  the  Psalmist  so 
hctically  laments  :  ^^  My  sins  have  taken  such  hold  upon  me,  that  I  am 
able  to  look  up ;  yea,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  my 
A;"  and  my  heaxt  is  ready  to  fail ;  my  hopes  are  upon  the  point  to  expire. 
i9p.  Then,  Theron,  fly  to  that  just  and  righteous  One,  who  is  the  strength 
)ar  hearts,  the  life  of  our  hopes,  and  our  portion  for  ever, 
[f  sin  is  a  sore  burden  ;  look  unto  Christ,  who  bore  it  all  in  his  own  bodi 
the  tree,  and  removed,  entirely  removed,  that  tremendous  load,  whH 


._..  ^.i.iuci  voiir  transmressionH 
22.     A  little  vvliilc  ago  tlie  whole  expa 
clouds.     Nothing  could  more  strongly 
Wsicging  the  heart,  and  a  multitude  of  ii 
where  is  now  that  immense  arrangement 
shone  them,  and  the  wind  has  swept  th 
neither  great  nor  small,  remaining.     Fi 
hemisphere  to  the  other,  wc  sec  nothing 
tlie  firmament.     So  saith  the  Spirit  of  ( 
is  your  guilt,  however  horrid  and  enorm 
Jesus. 

Ther,  It  is  not  possihlc  to  conceive,  nor 
more  exquisitely  fine  comparison.     Perhai 
descriho   the  most  prodigious  multitude, 
least  trace  of  their  former  existence.     Bu; 
past  iniquities  ;  I  am  also  liable  to  daily  n 
and  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  present 
are  not  free  from  sinful  infirmities,  nor  my  I 
tions,  which,  like  a  worm  at  the  core  of  th 
my  graces,  and  tarnish  the  beauty  of  my  sei 

A»p.  Because,  through  the  frailty  of  ; 
always  stand  upright ;  because  even  the  ji: 
contracteth  defilement ;  theref(»re  '^  a  founi 
uncleanness,"  Zech.  xiii.  1.  Tlie  blood  an( 
pared  to  a  heavenly  fountain,  in  which'  po 
wash  hourly,  and  be  constantly,  perfectly  c 
bo  broken  or  exhausted  ;  but  it  is  the  propei 
dried  up,  alw^ays  to  yield  its  waters.  Such 
not  to  bo  diminished  by  universal  and  by  i 
iniquity  of  the  land,'*''  Zech.  iii.  9.  "  It  tako< 
i.  29.     It  is  new  for  /^"- 
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i  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous,  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins/' 
fohn  ii.  1. 

We : — St.  John  reckons  himself  in  the  number  of  those  frail  offending 
matures,  who  stand  in  need  of  Christ  as  a  perpetual  Intercessor.  This  is 
itten  not  to  encourage  us  in  the  commision  of  sin,  but  that  we  may  he 
i  less  discouraged  under  a  sense  of  our  infirmities.  *We  have  : — not  we 
ssibly  may,  but  we  actually  have.  A  soul  burdened  with  guilt  cannot  be 
isfied,  cannot  be  eased,  with  a  bare  perhaps.  It  is  therefore  positively 
irmed,  as  a  matter  of  established  certainty,  of  which  we  should  not 
mit  a  doubt.  We  have  for  our  advocate  : — not  a  mean  person,  but  him 
ID  received  an  illustrious  testimony  from  the  most  excellent  glory,  '^  This 
my  beloved  Son,'*  2  Pet.  i.  1 7-     Not  a  guilty  person,  who  stands  in  need 

pardon  for  himself,  but  ^^  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous."  Not  a  mere 
titioner,  who  relies  purely  upon  liberality ;  but  one  who  has  merited,  fully 
mted,  whatever  he  asks :  ''  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,"  has  paid 
r  ransom,  and  purchased  our  peace.  In  consequence  of  which  he  claims, 
^er  than  asks  our  renewed,  our  irrevocable  forgiveness.  This  he  claims, 
t  from  an  unrelenting  Judge,  but  from  his  Father  and  our  Father.  And 
n  such  a  plea  meet  i^*ith  a  repulse  ?  Can  such  an  advocate  miscarry  in  his 
it  ?  If  the  prophets  of  old  were  reckoned  ^'  the  chariot  of  Israel  and  the 
memen  thereof*,"  2  Kings  ii.  12,  xiii.  14,  because,  like  their  ancestor 
icob,  they  had  power  with  God,  and  prevailed  in  prayer :  O  !  what  a 
jfence,  what  a  security,  is  the  divinely-excellent  and  ever- prevailing  inter- 
flsion  of  Jesus  Christ ! 

**  Your  graces,"  you  complain,  "  are  sullied,  and  your  services  defective." 
hen,  my  dear  friend,  renounce  them  in  point  of  confidence ;  and  gladly 
jceive,  cordially  embrace,  the  all-perfect  righteousness  of  your  Lord.  So 
tiall  your  justification  be  complete ;  and  your  services,  though  deficient  in 
tiemselves,  be  ^^  accepted  in  the  Beloved."  I  have  somewhere  seen,  painted 
pon  a  flat  surface,  an  awkward  and  disagreeable  countenance  !  in  which  was 
tothing  regular,  nothing  graceful,  but  every  feature  disproportionate.  Yet 
his  very  face,  reflected  from  a  cylindrical  mirror,  has  put  off  its  deformity ; 
he  lineaments  became  well-adjusted ;  symmetry  connected  every  part,  and 
wauty  smiled  throughout  the  whole.  Like  the  former  our  virtues  appear, 
ffaen  compared  with  the  immaculate  purity  of  God,  or  the  sublime  perfection 
if  his  law ;  but  they  acquire  the  amiableness  of  the  latter,  when  presented 
10  the  Father  by  our  divine  Mediator,  and  recommended  by  his  inconceivably 
mcious  oblation  t. 

*  There  is  a  peculiar  beauty,  and  most  apposite  significuncy,  in  this  proverbial  saying,  aH 
■ed  by  the  ancient  Israelites.  Horses  and  chariots  were  deemed  in  those  ages,  the 
nncipal  strength  of  the  battle,  the  most  formidable  apparatus  of  war.  Of  these  the 
melites  were  entirely  destitute.  Their  God  had  expressly  forbidden  them  to  multiply 
lorses ;  and  we  never  read  of  their  bringing  any  considerable  number  of  cavalry  into  the 
dd.  But,  so  long  as  they  enjoyed  the  presence  of  their  prophets,  they  wanted  not  this 
rm  of  flesh.  They  had  more  than  an  equivalent  for  chariots  and  horses,  in  the  fervent* 
ke  effectual  prayers  of  those  holy  men  of  God. 

t " They,*'  the  persons  and  performances  of  frail  men,**  shall  come  up  with  acceptance 
B  mine  altar,  saith  the  Lord,**  Isa.   Ix.  7  ;  which  is  explained  by  St.   Peter*s  comment. 
Ye  are  an  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  unto  God  by  Jesos 
hrist>**  1  Pet.  ii.  5  ;  and  still  farther  ascertained  by  St.  PauFs  practice,  who  when  ha 
Idresses  the  Majesty  of  Heaven  with  any  petition,  or  presents  the  tribute  of  praise,  pre^ 
lines  not  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other  but  in  the  blessed  Mediator's  name ;  becanacy 
cloded  from  this  grand  recommendation,  they  would  be  offensive  to  the  awful  Jehovp^ 
u  smoke  in  his  nostrils ;  accompanied  with  it,  they  are  acceptaibW  '*  sa  \h.^  ^^^kX-ws^^ 
cense.^ 


Aiiier))ret  for  uim  ;  me  his  ad 
And  propitiation-  All  his  wc 
Good  or  not  good,  ingraft :  ^ 
Shall  perfect ;  and  for  these  n 


The  poct*8  words  are  very  cmpliatical 
the  prevalence  of  our  Lord's  negociatio 
diffuse  its  splendour  or  convey  its  warmt 

Ther,  My  spiritual  wants  are  many, 
and  many  temptations  to   withstand ; 
many  graces  to  cultivate,  or  rather  to  aci 
no  strength  of  my  own. 

Atp,  I  rejoice  that  my  Theron  is  sensib 
Lord  keep  us  both,  in  this  respect  as  little 
is  upon  their  nurse's  care,  or  their  parents' 
such  a  sense  of  our  poverty,  and  having  a 
of  God,  come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grac 
rigliteousness  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  all  n^fu 
blessing.     If  Solomon  could    say,    *'Lord 
trouble:"   if    Moses  could  say,   *'Lord,   ] 
Jacob,  thy  servants:"   how  much  more  c< 
remember  Jesus,  the  Son  of  thy  love !  remei 
Jesus,  and  all  his  merits.     Shall  they  be  sei 
Savioui^s  obedience  to  plead  ? "     No,  vcril 
unworthy  in  themselves,  "yet  worthy  is 
whose  sake  tlieir  petitions  should  be  gra 
supplied. 

Let  me  repeat  to  you  a  most  beautiful  an 
ture,  which  you  may  look  upon,  under  all 
put  into  your  hand  by  God  all-sufficient 

boldness  to  enter  into  the  h^^H'-**  ' 

1*1    " 
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inDs  in  the  heaven  of  heavens ;  and  this,  not  once  in  the  year  only,  but  at 
I  times,  and  on  all  occasions.  The  high-priest  never  made  that  awful 
JHRMch  bnt  with  Uie  blood  of  a  slaughtered  animal :  we  have  blood  of 
■btttely  richer  value  to  atone  for  our  facings  and  recommend  our  addresses, 
NIB  the  blood  of  the  crucified  Jesus.  Aaron  entered  through  the  vail  of 
It  temple,  a  way  which  was  soon  to  become  antiquated,  and  for  ever  to 
k  Bbolishcd  :  we  enter  by  a  far  more  noble  way ;  by  the  flesh  of  our  blessed 
bdeemer,  given  as  a  propitiatory  sacrifice  for  our  sins ;  which  way  is  both 
mr  and  living,  such  as  never  waxes  old,  will  subsist  to  the  end  of  time,  and 
Ms  to  eternal  life. — Trustiug  in  this  sacrifice,  and  entering  by  this  way, 
lUch  are  consecrated  on  purpose  for  our  use,  we  may  not  only  draw  near, 
lit  draw  near  "with  boldness,"  with  an  humble  filial  confidence;  and 
iBKnt  our  supplications  with  faith — with  assurance  of  faith, — with  full 
Buanoe  of  &ith. 

How  strong  is  the  contrast,  and  how  fine  ij^o  gradation !  how  precious  tho 
ctrine,  and  how  free  the  privilege !  What  shall  wc  fear,  if  we  believe  this 
ctrine  ?  what  can  we  lack,  if  we  improve  this  privilege  ?  And  why  should 
ft  we  believe  the  former,  why  should  not  we  improve  the  latter ;  since 
egr  both  are  founded,  not  on  any  excellent  endowments,  not  in  any  recom^ 
■M^ing  actions  of  our  own,  but  purely,  solely,  entirely  on  the  blood  of 
■BiChrist? 

Tker.  There  may  come  seasons  of  desertion  when  all  graces  are  languid,  if 
4demd;  when  the  light  of  God's  countenance  is  suspended,  if  not  turned 
l»  darkness ;  and  the  man  is  more  like  a  lifeless  log  than  a  scealous  Christian. 
I0ae  frames  of  mind  I  have  heard  mentioned,  and  I  begin  to  know  something 
them  by  experinoe. 

Asp.  Then,  Theron,  when  you  "  walk  in  darkness  and  see  no  light"  of 
■ible  comfort,  "  trust  in  the  name^^  the  unchangeable  grace,  "  of  the 
■4  ;  and  stay  upon"  the  righteousness,  the  consummate  righteousness,  of 
foar  God,"  Isa.  1.  10.  This  is  not  barely  my  advice,  but  the  direction  of 
I  infidHble  guide.  This  agrees  also  with  the  character  of  a  real  Christian, 
I  it  is  most  exactly  drawn  by  an  unerring  pen :  "  We  rejoice  in  Christ 
moBf  and  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh*  ;  no  reliance  on  any  thing  of 
ir  own,  either  for  present  joy  or  future  glory. 

To  lely  on  the  elevation  of  our  spirits,  or  the  enlargement  of  our  devotion, 
I  like  building  our  house  upon  the  ice ;  which  may  abide  for  a  season,  but 
pon  the  first  alteration  of  weather  ceases  to  be  a  foundation,  and  becomes 
water  that  runneUi  apace:"  whereas,  to  derive' our  consolation  from  the 
lediator's  righteousness  and  Jehovah's  faithfulness,  is  to  build  our  edifice 
|Km  the  rock,  which  "  may  not  be  removed,  but  standeth  fast  for  ever." 
[he  fonner  of  these,  even  amidst  all  our  changes,  is  invariably  the  same ; 
he  ktter,  notwithstanding  all  our  un worthiness,  is  inviolably  sure.  There- 
tfae  frnit  of  that  righteousness  is  peace,  and  the  efiect  of  this  faithful- 


•  Phfl.  iiL  3.  Exactly  drawn, — Perhaps  there  is  no  where  extant  a  finer,  a  more  com- 
tee*orfO  lively  a  picture  of  the  true  Christian.  It  is  in  miniature,  I  own;  but  it  com- 
vdKBda  all  the  master  lines,  and  every  distinguishing  feature.  '*  We  are  they,  who 
ionhip  God  in  the  spirit  ;*'  with  the  spiritual  homage  of  a  renewed  heart ;  with  faith,  love, 
iwjgnation.  "  And  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus  ;*'  in  him  look  for  all  our  acceptance  with 
Bai;  from  him  derive  all  the  peace  of  our  minds ;  and  on  him  place  all  the  hope  of  our 
Uli^tj.  "And  have  no  confidence  in  the  flesh;**  renouncing  ourselves,  in  every 
linr,  II  jaxpnBtMe  gervants ;  disclaiming  all  oar  own  works  and  attainmAikU  «&  ^eicc^xq^ 
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neas  ia,  if  not  rapturouft  joy,  yet  ^^  quieineae  and  assaitmoe  for  ever," 
zxxii.  17* 

So  that,  when  it  in  winter  in  my  soul,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  deaid 
all  my  sensible  delights.  I  would  still  say  with  the  Psalmist,  ^  Why  tit  i 
so  disquieted,  O  my  soul  ?  Christ  is  the  same  amidst  all  thy  derelict 
*  He  is  a  gre^n  fir-tree,'  Ilosca  ziv.  8,  which  never  loses  its  verdure.  U 
his  shadow  thou  maycst  always  find  repose.  His  merit  and  atoneroeal 
still  mighty  to  save ;  they  constitute  an  everlasting  and  infinite  righu 
ness.  The  promises  of  God,  through  his  mediation,  ^  are  yea,  and  at 
2  Cor.  i.  20 ;  are  unquestionably  and  inalienably  thine." 

Ther,  It  is  very  probable  I  may  meet  with  afflictions— death  is 
family,  or  disease  in  my  person.  Disappointment  may  frustrate  my  det 
Providence  may  wear  a  frowning  aspect,  as  though  the  Lord  had  a  on 
versy  with  his  sinful  creature,  and  was  making  him  to  posRoss  the  iniqt 
of  his  youth.  And  what  will  ^  sufficient  to  support  and  to  cheer  m  n 
gloomy  hour  ? 

A$p,  Tlie  rightoousness  of  Christ. — Nothing  is  so  sovereign  to  calni 
fears  and  remove  all  apprehensions  of  the  divine  wrath.  A])preheiisioi 
the  divine  wmth  would  draw  the  curtains  of  horror  around  our  sick -beds 
throw  upon  our  languishing  eyelids  the  shadow  of  death  *  ;  but  a  belie 
improvement  of  Clirist's  satisfaction  for  our  offences,  clears  up  the  moa 
scene,  and  takes  away  the  sting  of  tribulation. 

Attending  to  this  great  propitiation,  the  sufferer  sees  his  sins  fonnven 
his  Qo<l  roc<»ncile<l.  From  whence  he  concludes,  that  the  severest  afflic 
are  only  fatherly  corrections ;  shall  not  exceed  his  ability  to  l)ear ;  and 
assuredly  obtain  a  gracious  iAsuc.  Ho  can  fetch  comfort  from  tliat  che 
word,  "  I  will  be  with  him  in  trouble  ; "  and  expect  the  accomplishroe 
that  mrwt  consolatory  promise,  "  I  will  deliver  him,  and  bring  him  tohon 
Psal.  xei.  15.  These  supports  have  enabled  the  saints  to  kiss  the  rod, 
bless  the  hand  which  chastised  them  ;  to  possess  their  souls,  not  in  pat 
only,  but  in  thankfulnons  also  ;  while  they  have  looked  inward,  and  diso 
their  absolute  noed  of  the^e  bitter  but  salutary  medicines  ;  have  lo 
upwanl,  and  beheld  the  cup  in  a  most  wise  and  tender  Phvsician's  h 
have  looked  forwanl,  with  a  joyful  hope,  to  that  l>etter  world,  where 
will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no  more  soi 
nor  any  more  pain. 

Ther»  The  last  occasion  of  nee<l  is  the  trying  hour  of  death,  and 
tremendous  day  of  judgment.  Will  this  righteousness  carry  us  with  a 
through  the  darksome  valley,  and  present  us  with  acceptance  at  the  dre 
tribunal  ? 

A«p.  It  will,  it  will. — This  silences  all  the  curses  of  the  law,  and  di« 
death  of  every  terror.  To  believe  in  this  righteousness,  is  to  meet  dea 
our  Saviour's  side ;  or  rather,  like  good  old  Simwin,  with  the  Saviour  ii 
annf*. — "They  overcame,"  says  the  beloved  disciple,  they  overcame 
last  enemy,  not  by  natural  fortitude,  or  philosophic  resolution,  but  ''  b 
blood  of  the  Lamb,"  Rev.  xii.  11;  by  a  believing  application  of  the  victc 
Redeemer's  merit.     "  I  know,"   adds  the  heroic  apostle,   "  whom   I 

*  Alia  ling  to  that  ileseription  of  tribulation  and  anguish,  which,  I  belieTP,  no  i 
of  sensibility  can  read  without  shuddering  :  *' .My  face  is  foul  with  weeping,  mod  o 
eyelids  ia  the  shadow  of  dealb,'*  Job  x^'\.  \0. 
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ilieyed,"  2  Tim.  i.  12 ;  I  am  assured,  that  my  Jesus  is  infinitely  faithful, 
id  will  not  desert  me ;  that  his  ransom  is  absolutely  sufficient,  and  cannot 
le^Te  me.  Therefore,  with  a  holy  bravery,  he  bids  defiance  to  death ;  or 
41ier,  triumphs  over  it  as  a  vanquishecl  enemy :  ^'  Thanks  be  to  God  who 
f^ceih  us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ! "  1  Cor.  xv.  57*  Nay, 
mmgh  the  wonderful  efficacy  of  Christ's  propitiation,  "  death  is  ours,"  1 
or.  iii.  22 ;  not  our  foe,  but  our  friend  and  deliverer.  We  may  number  it 
nong  our  treasures ;  and  rest  satisfied,  that  ^'  to  die,  is  gain." 

"What  though  our  flesh  see  corruption  ?  though  this  body,  vile  at  present, 
s  made  viler  still,  by  dwelling  amidst  worms,  and  mouldering  in  the  dust  ? 
ei  through  his  righteousness,  who  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life,  it  shall 
bnike  off  the  dishonours  of  the  grave ;  it  shall  rise  to  a  new  and  illustrious 
bite  of  existence ;  it  shall  be  made  like  the  glorious  and  immortal  body  of 
■r  triumphant  Lord.  If  the  body  be  so  refined,  so  exalted,  what  will  be 
he  dignity,  what  the  perfection  of  the  soul  ?  or  rather  of  soul  and  body  both, 
pfaen  they  are  happily  and  indissolubly  united  at  the  resurrection  of  the 
Mi  ? — Shall  they  have  anything  to  fear  when  the  judgment  is  set  and  the 
iDoks  are  opened  ?  It  is  probable  there  will  be  no  accusation,  it  is  certain 
4here  is  no  condemnation,  to  them  that  are  in  Christ  Jesus,"  Rom.*  viii.  I . 
Who  shall  lay  anything  to  their  charge  ?  ^^  It  is  God," — not  man,  or  angel, 
ir  any  creature,  but  God — '^  that  justifies  them."  The  God  whose  law  was 
voke,  the  God  to  whom  vengeance  belongeth,  he  himself  pronounces  them 
inocent,  because  their  iniquities  have  been  laid  upon  Christ ;  he  himself 
MHurances  them  righteous,  because  they  are  interested  in  the  obedience  of 
Imit  Redeemer ;  on  these  accounts,  he  himself  piDnounces  them  blessed,  and 
^m  them  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord. 
■  Bat  what  can  express,  or  who  can  imagine  their  happiness,  when  they 
Ae  up  their  abode  in  the  palaces  of  heaven,  amidst  the  choirs  of  angels,  and 
nder  the  light  of  God'^s  countenance  !  when  they  possess  the  ^'hope  of  right- 
nosoess,"  Gal.  v.  5 ;  when  they  wear  "  the  crown  of  righteousness,"  2  Tim. 
ir.  8 ;  and  receive  that  great,  that  eternal  salvation,  which  is  an  adequate 
■eompence  for  the  humiliation  and  agonies  of  '^  Jesus  Clirist  the  righteous,'" 
1  John  ii.  1. 

'  Come  then,  my  dear  Theron,  let  us  henceforth  be  as  branches  ingrafted 
iiilo  the  heavenly  Vine  ;  derive  all  our  sap,  all  our  moisture,  all  our  consola- 
lioo,  from  his  fulness.  Let  us  live  upon  our  all-sufficient  Redeemer,  as  the 
faneHtes  subsisted  on*  their  manna  from  heaven,  and  their  waters  from  the 
RDck,  and  not  wish  for  other,  as  we  cannot  possibly  enjoy  better  sustenance. 

Tier.  Is  this  the  meaning  of  our  Lord^s  exhortation,  when  he  shows  the 
Moeaaity  of  '*•  eating  his  fiesh,  and  drinking  his  blood  ?  " 

Aip.  It  is  the  very  same.  A  repeated  and  incessant  application  of  our 
hvioar*s  merits,  for  all  the  purposes  of  piety  and  salvation,  is  the  kernel  of 
dris  nut,  the  meaning  of  this  metaphor.  When  we  habitually  advert  to 
reias  Christ,  as  d}nng  for  our  sins,  and  rising  again  for  our  justification  ; 
leifonning  all  righteousness,  that  we  may  bo  entitled  to  an  eternal  crown ; 
nd  interceding  in  heaven,  that  we  may  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God  ; 
—then  we  eat  his  flesh,  and  drink  his  blood  ;  then  we  derive  a  life  of  solid 
omfort,  and  real  godliness,  from  his  mediatorial  offices ;  just  as  we  derive 
he  continuance  of  our  natural  life  from  the  daily  use  of  alimentary  recniits. 

T'ker.  Your  discourse  brings  to  my  remembrance  that  magnificent  and 
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ociiaiuio  creature  feels, 
the  lieat  thrreof. 

Asp,  Thus  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  tr 
arises  on  his  j>eoj)lc  "  with  healing  in  liis  a 
eHicacious,  and  so  extensive  are  his  iniluei 
and  enlivens ;  like  wings,  he  clierishes  and 
and  restores  ;  and  all,  by  virtue  of  liis  right 
cousnesd.     Nor  can  we  doubt,  nor  need  we 
and  its  autlior.     Its  nature ;  it  is  eonsunin 
and  every  degree  of  perfection.     Its  autli 
obedience  of  that  incomparable  Person,  in 
the  Godhead." 

It  must  therefore — ^you  will  permit  mc  to 
displayed  at  large, — it  must  be  fully  answer, 
even  in  its  highest  purity  and  utm<^  exactc 
the  demerit  of  sin,  and  entirely  absolves  fr 
from  all  condemnation.     It  is  a  most  valid  ai 
accusations  of  Satan,  and  the  challenges  of 
undoubted  title  to  every  blessing,  whether  in 
grace  or  of  glory.     It  is  a  sure  support  fo 
desertion,  and  in  the  agonies  of  deal}i.     Casi 
may  dismiss  every  fear,  and  ride  out  every  s 
he  may  go  down  to  the  repose  of  the  grave  ; 
solemn  harbingers  of  dissolution,  nor  terrific 
qiiences.     The  merit  of  this  righteousness,  and 
will  unseal  the  tomb ;  will  bring  forth  the  si 
of  putrefiEu;tion,  and  build  up  the  whole  ma 
By  this  he  will  be  presented  ^^  without  spot,**  £; 
Jude  24 ;  yea,  be  presented  "  perfect,"  Col. 
joy"  before  the  throne. 

What  a  rift  thpn  ?«  ♦!-  "  -' 
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EDITOR'S    PREFACE   TO    ASPASIO 

VINDICATED. 


The  following  letters  were  written  by  my  late  Brother,  in  answer 
I  piece  which  was  first  sent  him  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Wesley, 
way  of  private  letter,  containing  some  remarks  which  that  gentle- 
1  had  made  on  reading  Theron  and  Aspasio.  When  my  brother 
1  read  it  over,  he  thought  it  best  to  be  silent,  as  it  contained 
hing  which  could  materially  affect  his  judgment  in  regard  to  the 
k  it  censured.  For  this  reason,  as  well  as  for  peace  sake,  he  laid  it 
lim  unanswered.  Mr.  Wesley  then  published  a  pamphlet,  which 
entitled,  **  A  Preservative  against  Unsettled  Notions  in  Religion ;  " 
inch  he  printed  the  above-mentioned  letter, 
'his  my  brother  looked  upon  as  a  summons  to  the  bar  of  the 
lie,  and  upon  this  occasion,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  dated  June 

1758,  writes  as  follows  : — 

My  Dear  Friend, — I  little  thought,  when  I  put  Mr.  Wesley's 
tuscript  into  your  hand,  that  I  should  see  it  in  print  so  soon.  I 
c  very  little  notice  of  it,  and  let  it  lie  by  me  several  months, 
lout  giving  it  an  attentive  consideration  *.  It  seemed  to  me  so 
Dably  weak,  dealing  only  in  positive  assertions  and  positive 
iais,  that  I  could  not  imagine  he  would  adventure  it  into  the 
Id,  without  great  alterations.  But  it  is  now  come  abroad,  just 
you  received  it,  in  a  two  shilling  pamphlet,  entitled,  '  A  Preser- 
ve against  Unsettled  Notions  in  Religion.'  Of  this  pamphlet, 
^t  he  has  wrote  against  me  makes  only  a  small  part.  Now, 
n,  the  question  is,  whether  I  shall  attempt  to  answer  it  ?     Give 

your  opinion,  as  you  have  given  me  your  assistance ;  and  may 

Father    of  mercies  give  you   an    increase   of  knowledge   and 
jrance,  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Between  this  and  the  October  following,  my  brother  began  the 
era  contained  in  this  part  of  the  volume,  of  which  he  thus  speaks 
mother  letter  to  his  friend,  dated  October  24,  1758  : — 
'  My  Dear  Friend, — Let  me  repeat  my  thanks  for  the  trouble 

have  taken,  and  for  the  assistance  you  have  given  me  in  relation 
Qy  controversy  with  Mr.  Wesley.  He  is  so  unfair  in^his  quota- 
s,  and  so  magisterial  in  his  manner,  that  I  find  it  no  small  dif- 
Ity  to  preserve  the  decency  of  the  gentleman,  and  the  meekness 
:he  Christian,  in  my  intended  answer.  May  our  divine  Master 
me  in  both  these  instances,  or  else  not  puffer  me  to  write  at  all." 

Afterwards  he  read  it  again,  and  gave  it,  what  he  calls  in  the  beginning  of  the  first 
r,   *' a  careful  pertualP^ 


_     t«v.  i«.    II  lo  inov   v/i  vi\^i  o    V 


right  to  obey  tliom,  and  ihercfc 
tioMs  of  many  of  his  tVicnds  who  w 
tlic  service  thov  nii^'ht  be.  of  to  al 
the  Pn'srrrdtlvc  might  occasion 
brother's  other  writings,  as  well  ai 
they  contain  so  masterly  a  defence 

But  notwithstanding  the  regard 
the  publication,  I  could  not  be  p 
they  never  had  appeared  in  public 
reptitious  edition  of  thera  lately  m 
was  I  not  under  a  firm  persuasion  tl 

As  this  is  the  case,  1  think  it  my 
brother,  to  send  forth  as  correct  an  c 
to  that  which  has  appeared  (from  whai 
and  incorrect,  that  but  little  judgmen 
propriety  and  force  of  my  brother'^s  ai 

As  to  the  unfairness  of  publishing  r 
consent,  and  the  injustice  to  his  me 
{)erformance  out  under  his  name,  the 
proof:  and  though  the  editor,  as  I  hav« 
whole  impression,  so  that  it  is  plain  1 
proceeding,  and  1  would  charitably  1 
benefiting  his  readers,  yet  it  is  so  like  c 
as,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  quite  unjustifi 
'However,  as  the  only  way  now  lefl 
has  been  done,  and  to  prevent  a  fai 
from  worse  motives  than  actuated  this  p 
to  my  assistance,  and  by  this  means  p 
feet  a  copy  of  these  letters,  »«  '"-■" 
ginal  mannsrv;-  * 


Mr.  WESLEY'S  LETTER  • 


3)ear  Sir, — A  considerable  time  since,  I  sent  you  a  few  hasty  thougLts, 
Aki  occaired  to  me  on  reading  the  Dialogues  between  Thbron  and  Aspasio. 
liaye  not  been  favoured  with  any  answer.  Yet  upon  another  and  a  more 
nfal  perusal  of  them,  I  could  not  but  set  down  some  obvious  reflections, 
hixstk  I  would  rather  have  communicated  before  those  Dialogues  were 
lUished. 

In  the  first  Dialogue  there  are  several  just  and  strong  observations,  which 
■y  be  of  use  to  every  serious  reader.  In  the  second,  is  not  the  description 
len  too  laboured,  the  language  too  stiff  and  affected  ?  Yet  the  reflections 
1  the  creation  make  abundant  amends  for  this. 

**  Ib  justification  more  or  less  than  God's  pardoning  and  accepting  a  sinner 
iVMgh  the  merits  of  Christ  V*  That  Qod  herein  '^  reckons  the  righteousness 
id  dbedience  which  Christ  performed  as  our  own,"  I  allow,  if  by  that  ambi- 
WMS  expression  you  mean  only,  as  you  here  explain  it  yourself,  ''  These 
m  as  effectual  for  obtaining  our  salvation,  as  if  they  were  our  own  personal 


^  We  are  not  solicitous  as  to  any  particular  set  of  phrases.  Only  let  men 
•  humbled,  as  repenting  criminals  at  Christ's  feet,  let  them  rely  as  devoted 
Mnioners  on  his  merits,  and  they  are  undoubtedly  in  the  way  to  a  blissful 
■nKMiaUty."  Then  for  Christ's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  immortal  souls 
fliidi  he  has  purchased  with  his  blood,  do  not  dispute  for  that  particular 
ihiise,  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ,  It  is  not  scriptural,  it  is  not 
Koessary.  Men  who  scruple  to  use,  men  who  never  heard  the  expression, 
uj  yet  be  humbled  as  repenting  criminals  at  his  feet,  and  rely  as  devoted 
lensioners  on  his  merits.  But  it  has  dune  inmiense  hurt.  I  have  had  abun- 
•ot  proof,  that  the  frequent  use  of  this  unnecessary  phrase,  instead  of  fiirther- 
ig  meii'^s  progress  in  vital  holiness,  has  made  them  satisfied  without  any 
>liiieflB  at  all ;   yea,  and  encouraged  them  to  work  all  undeannoss  with 


^  To  ascribe  pardon  to  Christ's  passive,  eternal  life  to  his  active  righteous- 
as,  is  fimciful  rather  than  judicious.  His  universal  obedience,  from  his  birth 
his  death,  is  the  one  foundation  of  my  hope." 

This  is  unquestionably  right.  But  if  it  be,  there  is  no  manner  of  need  to 
^e  the  imputation  of  his  active  righteousness  a  separate  and  laboured  head 
discourse.  O  that  you  had  been  content  with  this  plain  scriptural  account, 
id  spared  some  of  the  Dialogues  and  Letters  that  follow ! 
The  third  and  fourth  Dialogues  contain  an  admirable  illustration  and  con- 
rmation  of  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction.  Yet  even  here  I 
Merve  a  few  passages,  which  are  liable  to  some  exception. 

*  TbequotatioaM&om  Tberon  and  Aspasio  are  dittiiig;mabedY>5  double  \iiN«tVA^  CAtT&x&wk. 
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^^  Satisfuction  waa  made  to  the  divine  law.**  I  do  not  remember  nj 
such  expression  in  Scripture.  This  way  of  speaking  of  the  law,  as  a  pens 
injured  and  to  be  satisfied,  seems  hardly  defensible. 

'^  The  death  of  Christ  procured  the  pardon  and  acceptance  of  bfliere^ 
even  before  he  came  in  the  flesh.'*  Yea,  and  ever  since.  In  this  we  all  agm 
And  why  should  we  contend  for  anything  more  ? 

^'  All  the  benefits   of  the  new  covenant  are  the  purchase  of  his  UoolTi 
Surely  tliey  are.     And  after  this  has  been  fully  proved,  where  is  the 
where  is  the  use,  of  contending  so  strenuously  for  the  imputation  of  his  rigk^ 
eou£>ness,  as  is  done  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  Dialogues  ? 

*^  If  he  was  our  substitute  as  to  penal  sufferings,  why  not  as  to  jnsti^w 
obedience  V 

Tlie  former  is  expressly  asserted  in  Scripture ;  the  latter  is  not  e 
assi'rted  there. 

**  As  sin  and  misery  have  abounded  through  the  first  Adam,  mercy  nl 
grace  have  much  more  alxmnded  through  the  second.     So  that  none  can  hnl 
any  reason  to  complain."  No,  not  if  the  second  Adam  died  for  all ;  otherwiM 
all  for  whom  he  did  not  die,  have  great  reason  to  complun.     For  they  ioevU; 
tably  fall  by  the  first  Adam,  without  any  help  from  the  second. 

"  The  whole  world  of  believers "  is  an  expression  which  never  ocean  ii ; 
Scripture,  nor  has  it  any  countenance  there :  the  v'orld  in  the  impuei 
writings  being  constantly  taken  either  in  an  universal  or  in  a  liad  mne; 
either  for  the  whole  of  mankind,  or  for  that  part  of  them  who  know  not  Gatl 
''*'  In  the  liord  shall  all  the  house  of  Israel  be  justified."  It  ought  unqiKt* 
tionably  to  be  rendered.  By  or  through  the  Lord :  this  argument  theidiM 
pn)vi*s  nothing. — ^^  Ye  are  complete  in  him."  Tlie  words  literally  rendered; 
are,  jyr*  arc  Jilled  irith  Mm.  And  the  whole  passage,  at  any  unprpjndioei 
reader  may  obsiTve,  n*latcs  to  sanctification,  not  justification. 

*••  Tliey  an*  acTt'j)tod  for  Christ's  sake :  this  is  justification  through  imputed 
righteousness."  That  remains  to  be  proved.  Many  allow  the  former,  wlio 
cannot  tillow  the  latter. 

''  Theron^  I  see  no  occasion  for  such  nice  distinctions  and  metaphysifal 
sub  til  ties. 

"y<*/>.  You  oblige  us  to  make  use  of  them  by  confounding  these  very  diffrrent 
idi^as,  that  is,  Christ's  active  and  passive  righteousness." 

1  answer,  Wc  do  not  confound  these  :  but  neither  do  we  s(*parate  them; 
nor  have  we  any  authority  from  Scripture,  for  either  thinking  or  speaking  of 
one  separate  from  the  other ;  and  this  whole  debate  on  one  of  them,  sepante 
from  the  other,  is  a  mere  metaphysical  subtilty. 

'*  The  righteousness  which  justifies  us,  is  already  wrought  out."  A  crude, 
unscriptiiral  expression  !  '*  It  was  set  on  foot,  carried  on,  completed." 
O  vain  philosophy  !  The  plain  truth  is,  C.^lirist  lived  and  tasted  death  fur 
every  man  ;  and  through  the  merits  of  his  life  and  death,  every  l>eliever  i« 
justified. 

"  Whoever  perverts  so  glorious  a  doctrine,  shows  he  never  believi*d."  X'>t 
so  :  they  who  turn  hack  as  a  dog  to  the  vomit,  had  once  escaped  the  pollu- 
tions of  the  world  l>y  the  knowledge  of  Christ. 

"  The  goodness  of  (lod  leadeth  to  rejM^ntance."  This  is  unquestionablj 
tnie.  But  the  nice,  metaphysical  doctrine  of  imputed  righteousness,  leadi 
not  to  repentance,  but  to  Viceut\ov\»\\esa. 
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believer  cannot  but  add,  to  his  fiuth,  works  of  righteousness." 
his  first  love,  this  is  often  true.  But  it  is  not  true  s^rwards,  as 
\  and  fed  by  mehincholy  experience. 

no  longer  obey,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  for  our  final  accept- 
No  :  that  foundation  is  already  laid  in  the  merits  of  Christ.     Yet 
,  in  order  to  our  final  acceptance  through  his  merits.     And  in  this 
y  obeying  we  lay  a  good  foundation,  that  we  may  attain  eternal 

establish  the  law ;  we  provide  for  its  honour,  by  the  perfect  obedi* 

I'hrist.*'     Can  you  possibly  tliink  St.  Paul  meant  this  ?  that  such  a 

ever  entered  into  his  mind  ?     The  plain  meaning  is.  We  establish 

true  sense  and  the  efiectual  practice  of  it ;  we  provide  for  its  being 

lerstood  and  practised  in  its  full  extent. 

those  who  reject  the  atonement,  just  severity.**  Was  it  ever  possi- 
lem  not  to  reject  it  ?  If  not,  how  is  it  just  to  cast  them  into  a  lake 
>r  not  doing  what  it  was  impossible  they  should  do  ?  Would  it  be 
JkC  it  your  own  case)  to  cast  you  into  hell,  for  not  touching  heaven 
IT  hand  ? 

ification  is  complete  the  first  moment  we  believe,  and  is  incapable  of 
;ation." 
>  :  there  may  be  as  many  degrees  in  the  favour  as  in  the  image  of 

Paul  often  mentions  a  righteousness  imputed  :  QNot  a  righteousness 
once ;  but  simply  righteousness.]]  What  can  this  be,  but  the  right- 
I  of  Christ  ?  "  He  tells  you  himself,  Rom.  iv.  5.  '  To  him  that 
1  on  him  that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  faith  is  imputed  for  right* 
/ — "  Why  is  Christ  styled  Jehovah  our  righteousness  ?  "  Because 
»oth  justified  and  sanctified  through  him. 

death,  the  cause  of  their  forgiveness ;  my  righteousness^  the  ground 
acceptance." 

does  this  agree  with,  ^'  To  ascribe  pardon  to  Christ's  passive,  eternal 
s  active  righteousness,  is  fanciful  rather  than  judicious  V 
commends  such  kinds  of  beneficence  only  as  were  exercised  to   a 
as  such."     Is  not  this  a  slip  of  the  pen  ?     Will  not  our  Lord  then 
(1,  and  reward  eternally,  all   kinds    of  beneficence,  provided  they 
rom  a  principle  of  loving  faith  ?     Yea,  that  which  was  exercised  to 
itan,  a  Jew,  a  Turk,  or  a  Heathen  ?     Even  these  I  would  not  term 
nt  bubbles,"  though  they  do  not  procure  our  justification. 
V  must  our  righteousness  exceed  that  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees ! 
y  in  being  sincere,  but  in  possessing  a  complete  righteousness,  even 
Christ ! "     Did  our  Lord  mean  this  ?     Nothing  less.     He  specifies,  in 
wing  parts  of  his  sermon,  the  very  instances  wherein  the  righteousness 
ristian  exceeds  that  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
brings  this  specious  hypocrite  to  the  test,"     How  does  it  appear  that 

an   hypocrite  ?     Our   Lord  gives  not  the  least   intimation  of  it. 
le  loved  him,  not  for  his  hypocrisy,  but  his  sincerity, 
e  loved  the  world,  and  therefore  could  not  keep  any  of  the  command- 
I  their  spiritual  meaning.     And  the  keeping  of  these  is  undoubtedly 

to,  though  not  the  cause  ofj  eternal  life. 
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*^  By  works  his  faith  was  made  perfect— appeared  to  be  true."    No: 
natund  sense  of  the  word  iS|  by  the  grace  superadded  while  he  wronglit 
works,  his  faith  was  literally  mode  perfect. 

^'  He  that  doeth  righteousness  is  righteous — manifests  the  truth  of 
conversion."     Nay ;  the  plain  meaning  is,  he  alone  is  truly  righteous 
faith  worketh  by  love. 

**  St.  James  speaks  of  the  justification  of  our  faith."  Not  unkii 
mean  by  that  odd  expression,  our  futh  being  made  perfect ;  for  so  the 
explains  his  own  meaning.  Perhaps  the  word  jutitfied  b  onoe  uoed  If 
8t.  Paul  for  manife$ted;  but  ihat  does  not  prove  it  is  to  be  so  undented 
here. 

*'^  AVlioHO  doeth  tliese  things  shall  never  fall  into  total  apoetacy.*  Hoi 
pleasing  tliiii  to  flesh  and  blood !  But  David  says  no  such  tiling.  Bh 
meaning  is,  whoso  doeth  these  things  to  the  end,  shall  never  fall  into  bdL 

The  seventh  Dialogue  is  full  of  important  truths.  Yet  some  expresMK 
in  it  I  cannot  eommcnd. 

^^  <  )ne  thing  thou  laekest,  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ."  Toa 
eaiinot  think  this  is  the  meaning  of  the  text.  Certainly  the  one  tlmigov 
Ijord  meant,  was  the  htvc  of  God.     This  was  the  thing  he  lacked. 

^'  I4  the  ubedienee  of  Clirist  insufficient  to  accomplish  our  justificstiaar 
Kather,  I  would  ask,  b  tlie  death  of  Christ  insufficient  to  purchase  it  ? 

^^  Tlie  saints  in  glory  ascribe  the  whole  of  their  salvation  to  the  blood  d 
the  I^mb.'*  So  do  I ;  and  yet  I  believe  ho  obtained  for  all  a  possibility  d 
stalvation. 

*'*'  TXxQ  terms  of  acceptance  for  fallen  men  were  a  full  satisfiiction  to  tti 
divine  juntice,  and  a  complete  conformity  to  the  divine  law."*^  Thisyoa  tib 
for  gninteil ;  but  I  cannot  allow. 

I'lu;  terms  of  acceptance  for  fallen  men  ore  repentance  and  faith  :  '  Repeal 
ye,  and  believe  the  gospel.^ 

"  There  are  but  two  methods  whereby  any  can  he  justified,  either  by  1 
jxTfoct  obedience  to  the  law,  or  lH»eau»t*  Christ  hath  kept  the  law  in  cm 
stead."  You  should  say,  *  or  by  faith  in  Christ.*  I  tlien  answer,  this  ii 
true.  And  fallen  man  is  ju8tifie<l,  not  by  perfect  obedience,  but  by  faith. 
What  Christ  has  done  is  the  foundation  of  our  justification,  not  the  tennoi 
condition  of  it. 

In  the  eighth  DLilogiie,  likewise,  there  arc  many  great  truths,  and  yd 
some  things  liable  to  excej)tion. 

*'  David,  God  himself  dignifies  with  the  most  exalted  of  all  charactcre.' 
Far,  very  far  from  it.  We  have  more  exalted  characters  than  David's,  botl 
in  tlie  Old  Testament  and  the  New.  Such  are  those  of  Samuel,  Daniel,  ye 
and  Job,  in  the  former;  of  St.  Paul  and  St.  John  in  the  latter. 

"  But  God  styles  him  a  man  after  his  own  heart."  This  is  the  text  whic 
has  caused  many  to  mistake ;  for  want  of  considering,  Jirst^  Tliat  this  is  sai 
of  David  in  a  j)articular  respect,  not  with  regard  to  his  whole  charactei 
secontlli/^  The  time  at  which  it  was  spoken.  AVlien  was  David  a  man  aft 
God's  own  heart  ?  When  God  found  him  following  the  ewes  great  wi 
young,  when  he  took  him  from  the  sheep-folds,  Psal.  Ixxviii.  71-  It  v 
in  the  second  or  third  year  of  SaulV  reign  that  Samuel  said  to  him,  *  T 
Ijordh'dih  sought  him  a  man  attet\\\a  o>Nii\\cws\^^\!A'W>\\  ^r^TssaMuads^d h 
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to  be  captain  over  his  people,'*  1  Sam.  ziii.  14.  But  was  he  a  man  after 
Ood*8  own  heart  all  his  life  ?  or  in  all  particulars'?  So  far  from  it,  that  we 
have  few  more  exceptionable  characters  among  all  the  men  of  God  recorded 
in  Scripture.- 

*^  There  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth  that  sinneth  not.^  Solomon  might 
truly  say  so,  before  Christ  came.  And  St.  John  might,  after  he  came,  say 
as  truly,  ^  whoeoeyer  is  bom  of  God  sinneth  not.^  But  ^  in  many  things  we 
ofiend  alL^  That  St.  James  does  not  speak  this  of  himself,  or  of  real  Chris- 
tians, will  clearly  appear  to  all  who  impartially  consider  the  context. 

The  ninth  Dialogue  proves  excellently  well,  that  we  cannot  be  justified  by 
our  works. 

But  have  you  thoroughly  considered  these  words :  *'  O  children  of  Adam ! 
you  are  no  longer  oblig^  to  love  God  with  all  your  strength,  nor  your  neigh*- 
hour  as  yourselves.  Once  indeed  I.  insisted  upon  absolute  purity  of  hei^ : 
now  I  can  dispense  with  some  degrees  of  evil  desire.  Since  Christ  has  ful- 
filled the  law  for  you,  you  need  not  fulfil  it.  I  will  connive  at,  yea,  accom- 
modate my  demands  to  your  weakness  ?  '^ 

I  agree  with  you,  that  this  doctrine  makes  the  Holy  One  of  God  a  minister 
of  sin.  And  is  it  not  your  own  ?  Is  not  this  the  very  doctrine  which  you 
espouse  throughout  your  book  ? 

I  cannot  but  except  to  several  passages  also  in  the  tenth  Dialogue.  I 
ask,  first. 

Does  tiie  righteousness  of  God  ever  mean  (as  you  affirm)  the  merits  of 
Christ  ?  I  believe  not  once  in  all  the  Scripture.  It  often  means,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  God's  method  of  justifying  sinners. 
When  therefore  you  say,  "  The  righteousness  of  God  means,  such  a  right- 
eousness as  may  justly  challenge  his  acceptance,"  I  cannot  allow  it  at  all :  and 
this  capital  mistdce  must  needs  lead  you  into  many  others.  But  I  follow 
you  step  by  step.  . 

'^  In  order  to  entitle  us  to  a  reward,  there  must  be  an  imputation  of  right- 
eousness." There  must  be  an  interest  in  Christ.  And  then  every  man  shall 
receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his  own  labour. 

"  A  rebel  may  be  forgiven,  without  being  restored  to  the  dignity  of  a  son." 
A  rebel  against  an  earthly  king  may ;  but  not  a  rebel  against  God.  In  the 
very  same  moment  that  God  forgives,  we  are  the  sons  of  God.  Therefore 
this  is  an  idle  dispute :  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  though  they  may  be  dis- 
tinguished, cannot  be  divided.  The  words  of  Job  which  you  cite  are  wide 
of  the  question.  Those  of  Solomon  prove  no  more  than  this,  (and  who 
denies  it  ?)  That  justification  implies  both  pardon  and  acceptance. 

^^  Grace  reigneUi  through  righteousness  unto  eternal  life  ;"  that  is,  the  free 
love  of  God  brings  us,  through  justification  and  sanctification,  to  glory. — 
^^  That  they  may  receive  forgiveness,  and  a  lot  among  the  sanctified ;"  that 
is,  that  they  may  receive  pardon,  holiness,  heaven. 

^^  Is  not  the  satisfaction  made  by  the  death  of  Christ,  sufficient  to  obtain 
l>oih  our  full  pardon  and  final  happiness  ?  "  Unquestionably  it  is,  and  neither 
>f  the  texts  you  cite  proves  the  contrary. 

^^  If  it  was  requisite  for  Christ  to  be  baptized,  much  more  to  fulfill  the 
noral  law." 

I  cannot  prove  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  was  requisite  in  order  to 
lis  purchaong  redemption  for  us. 


.  ..vr»«  i-ioi's  11  appear,  inai 
elation  of  the  woild,  and  that  by  a  posi 
Father  ? 

You  think  this  appears  from  four  text 
them  to  uv\*     Xay,  when  any  believe,  tl 
this  j)rove9  no  such  previous  contraet.     « 
the  iniquities  of  us  all.*     Neither  does  tl 
That  expression,  ^  the  counsel  of  peace  ; 
necessarily  imply  any  more,  than  that  bot 
concur  in  the  redemption  of  man.     Fourth 
will,"  that  is,  in  the  way  or  method  he  ha 
of  tliese  texts,  nor  all  of  them,  prove  w, 
niey  do  by  no  means  prove,  that  there  e^ 
between  the  Father  and  the  Son. 

"  Tlie  conditions  of  the  covenant  are  recoi 
Nay,  here  is  no  mention  of  any  covenant,  i 
be  inferred. — "  The  recompence  stipulated  i 
see  not  one  word  of  the  treaty  itself.  Nor  c 
of  it  without  far  other  proof  than  this. — "  Ai 
IS  recorded  Isaiah  xlix.  from  the  first  to  the  i 
but  cannot  find  a  word  about  it  in  all  thes 
more  nor  less  than  a  prediction  of  the  salvati 

"  By  the  covenant  of  works,  man  was  boi 
And  so  he  is  under  the  covenant  of  grace,  th< 
cation. — "  The  obedience  of  our  Surety  is  ace 
is  neither  a  safe  nor  a  scriptural  way  of  spea 
arc  accepted  through  the  Beloved.  We  have 

"  The  second  covenant  was  not  made  witl 
but  with  Christ,  in  those  words.  The  seed 
serpent's  head."  For  any  authority  vou  hnx 
as  well  have  said   t*  - 
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ist  strengthening  you. — ^^  It  is  equally  true,  this  is  not  required  at  my 
is."  It  is  equally  true,  that  is,  absolutely  false,  and  most  dangerously 
).  If  we  allow  this,  Antinopaianism  comes  in  with  a  full  tide. — ^^  Christ 
performed  all  that  was  conditionary  for  me.'*  Has  he  repented  and 
eved  for  you  ?  You  endeavour  to  evade  this  by  saying,  "  He  performed 
;hat  was  conditionary  in  the  covenant  of  works. "  This  is  nothing  to  the 
pose ;  for  we  are  not  talking  of  that,  but  of  the  covenant  ofLgraoe.  Now 
did  not  perform  all  that  was  conditionary  in  this  covenant,  unless  he 
'nted  and  believed.  ^'  But  he  did  unspeakably  more."  It  may  be  so. 
;  he  did  not  do  this. 

But  if  Christ'^s  perfect  obedience  be  ours,  we  have  no  more  need  of  pardon 
I  Christ  himself."  The  consequence  is  good.  You  have  started  an 
action  which  you  cannot  answer.  You  say  indeed,  "  Yes,  we  do  need 
ion ;  for  in  many  things  we  offend  all."  What  then  ?  If  his  obedience 
►urs,  we  still  perfectly  obey  in  him. 

Both  the  branches  of  the  law,  the  preceptive  and  the  penal,  in  the  case 
uilt  contracted,  must  be  satisfied."  Not  so  ;  '  Christ  by  his  death  alone 
our  church  teaches)  fully  satisfied  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.'  The 
e  great  truth  is  manifestly  taught  in  the  31st  article.  Is  it  therefore  fair, 
honest,  for  any  one  to  plead  the  articles  of  our  church  ^  in  defence  of 
»lute  predestination  ?  Seeing  the  17th  article  barely  defines  the  terms, 
lout  either  affirming  or  denying  the  thing  :  whereas  the  31st  totally  over- 
»W8  and  razes  it  from  the  foundation. 

Believers  who  are  notorious  transgressors  in  themselves,  have  a  sinless 
lience  in  Christ."  O  siren  song  !  Pleasing  sound,  to  James  Wheatley  ! 
mas  Williams !  James-Reily  ! 
know  not  one  sentence  in  the  eleventh  Dialogue  which  is  liable  to 
.option :  but  that  grand  doctrine  of  Christianity,  original  sin,  is  therein 
ired  by  irrefragable  arguments. 

lie  twelfth  likewise  is  unexceptionable,  and  contains  such  an  illustration 
be  wisdom  of  God,  in  the  structure  of  the  human  body,  as,  I  believe, 
aot  be  paralleled  in  cither  ancient  or  modem  writers.  , 
"he  former  part  of  the  thirteenth  Dialogue  is  admirable.     To  the  latter  I 
e  some  objection. 

Elijah  failed  in  his  resignation,  and  even  Moses  spake  unadvisedly 
h  his  lips.^  It  is  true :  but  if  you  could  likewise  fix  some  blot  upou 
erablc  Samuel  and  beloved  Daniel,  it  would  prove  nothing:  for  no 
ipture  teaches,  that  the  holiness  of  Christians  is  to  be  measured  by  tliat 
ny  Jew. 

'  Do  not  the  best  of  men  frequently  feel  disorder  in  their  affections  ?  do 
they  often  complain.  When  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  with  me  ?" 
elieve  not.  You  and  I  are  only  able  to  answer  for  ourselves. — *'  Do  not 
y  say.  We  groan,  being  burdened  with  the  workings  of  inbred  corrup- 
i  V  You  know  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  text.  The  whole 
text  shows,  the  cause  of  that  groaning  was  their  longing  to  be  with 
-ist. 

'  The  cure"  of  sin  "  will  be  perfected  in  heaven."  Nay,  surely,  in 
adise,  if  no  sooner. — "  This  is  a  noble  prerogative  of  the  beatific  vision.^ 
:  It  would  then  come  too  late;  if  sin  remains  in  us  till  the  day  ^ 
gmcnt,  it   will  remain  for  ever* — *^  Our  present  blessedness  does  m 
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conaist  in  being  free  from  nn.'*^     I  roally  think  it  does.     But  wfaetbi  || 

does  or  no,  if  we  are  not  free  from  sin,  we  aio  not  Christian  believen:  M 

to  all  these  the  apostle  declares,  ^  being  made  free  from  sin,  ye  are  beoail 

the  servants  of  righteouHness,^  Rom.  vi.  18. 

^'  If  we  wore  perfi-ct  in  piety  QSt.  John's  words  are,  per/eei  in  law]  ChiiiAl 

priestly  office  would  bo  sui>erseded.'*^     No ;  we  should  still  need  bit  Sjaji] 

(and  consetjuently  his  inti^rcossion)  for  the  continuance   of  that  love  ftn 

moment  to  moment.     Bi'sides,  we  should  still  be  encompassed  with  iife 

niities,  and  liable  to  mistakes,  from  which  words  or  actions  might  foUoi^ 

even  though  the  heart  was  all  love,  which  were  not  exactly  right.    Thoii 

f(in^,  in  all  these;   n^iXHrts  we  should  still  have  nee<l  of  Christ's  priadj 

oflice  :  and  tlierefore,  as  long  as  he  remains  in  the  body,  the  greatest  aiit 

may  say, 

Every  momenC,  Lord,  I  need 
The  merit  of  thy  death. 

The  text  cited  from  Exo<lu8  asserts  nothing  less,  than  that  iniquity  deam 
to  all  our  holy  things  till  death. 

*'^  SSin  remains,  that  the  righteousness  of  faith  may  have  its  due  honou." 
And  will  the  righteuusnosa  of  faith  have  its  due  honour  no  longer  than  an 
remains  in  us  ?  Then  it  must  remain,  not  only  on  earth  and  in  pandise, 
but  in  heaven  also. — *'^  And  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  its  proper  esteem." 
Would  it  not  have  mow  esti^ein  if  it  wen*  a  perfect  work  ? 

*'  It  C^in]  will  make  us  lowly  in  tmr  own  eyes."  AVhat !  will  pride  make 
us  lowly  i  iSurely  the  utter  <li^tniction  of  pride  would  do  this  more  effectualljr. 
— ^*  It  will  make  us  compassionate."  AVould  not  an  entire  renewal  in  the 
image  of  (lod  make  us  much  more  so? — "It  will  tc^ach  us  to  admire  the 
riches  of  gr«ice."  Yea,  but  a  fuller  experience  of  it,  by  a  thorough  sanctifi- 
cation of  spirit,  soul,  and  Innly,  will  make  us  admire  it  more. — ^*  It  will 
reconcile  us  to  death."  ludeed  it  will  not :  nor  will  any  thing  do  this,  like 
perfect  lovo. 

^' It  will  endear  the  blood  and  intercession  of  Christ.*'  Nay,  these  can 
neviT  1h'  So  dear  to  any,  as  to  those  who  experience  their  full  virtue,  who 
are  fille<l  with  the  fulness  of  (lod.  Nor  can  anv  fval  their  continual  need  of 
Christ,  or  Tv\y  on  him  in  the  manner  which  these*  do. 

Dm/(m/uc  1 4.  "•  The  claims  of  the  law  are  all  answertnl."  If  so.  Count 
Zin7A'n(lorf  is  a])solutely  in  the  ri^lit :  neither  Gml  nor  man  can  chum  my 
obedience  to  it.     Is  not  this  Antinoniianism  without  a  mask  ? 

'*  Your  sins  an;  expiated  through  the  death  of  Christ,  and  -a  righteousness 
given  yon,  by  which  you  have  free  access  to  (iod."  This  is  not  scriptural 
languagt>.     I  would  simply  say,  *  By  him  we  have  access  to  the  Father.' 

There  an*  many  other  exj>ressions  in  this  IHalopue,  to  which  I  have  the 
same  objection,  namely, //;v/.  That  they  are  uu3cri]>tur<i1  ;  secofuly  That  tliey 
din^ctly  lead  to  Antinomianism. 

The  first  Letter  cont^iins  s<jme  very  useful  heads  of  self-examination.  In 
the  second, 

I  read,  "  There  is  a  righteousness  which  supplies  all  that  the  creature  needs. 
To  prove  this  momentous  point,  is  tlie  design  of  the  f(»llowing  sheets."*^ 

1  have  seen  such  terrible  effects  of  this  unscriptural  way  of  8|)eaking,  even 
on  thoso  *  who  had  once  clean  esca\K*<l  from  ll\e  v^VVwlxwiia  q^  iVvt  '^^tVL^  tlv^i 
/  cannot  hut  eaniostlv  wish  v^m  wov\V\  ^vevjiSR.  \\v>  ^N\\viT>Nv»i  ^\ft».  ^vi  "^v 
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Diades  of  Ood.  Certainly  this  mode  of  expression  is  not  momentous  :  it  is 
ilwayB  dangerous,  often  fatal. 

Letter  3.  ^  Where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound  :  that  as 
rin  had  reigned  imto  death,  so  might  grace  [|tho  free  lore  of  €K)d]]  reign 
through  righteousness  [[through  our  justification  and  sanotification^  unto 
eternal  life,"^  Rom.  v.  20,  21.  This  is  the  plain  natural  meaning  of  the 
woids.  It  does  not  appear,  that  one  word  is  spoken  here  about  imputed 
righteousness :  neither  in  the  passages  cited,  in  the  next  page,  from  the  Com* 
mon-Prayer  and  the  Article.  In  the  Homily  likewise,  that  phrase  is  not 
found  at  a]l ;  and  the  main  stress  is  laid  on  Christ'^s  shedding  his  blood.  Nor 
is  the  phrase  (concerning  the  thing  fhere  is  no  question)  found  in  any  part  of 
the  Homilies. 

*'*'  If  the  fathers  are  not  explicit  with  regard  to  the  imputation  of  active 
righteousness,  they  aboimd  in  passages  which  evince  the  substitution  of  Christ 
in  our  stead  :  passages  which  disclaim  all  dependence  on  any  duties  of  our 
own,  and  fix  our  hopes  wholly  on  the  merits  of  our  Saviour.  When  this  is 
the  case  I  am  very  Uttle  solicitous  about  any  particular  forms  of  expression.'^ 
0  lay  aside,  then,  these  questionable,  dangerous  forms,  and  keep  closely  to 
the  scriptural. 

Letter  4.  "  The  authority  of  our  church,  and  of  those  eminent  divines, 
does  not  touch  those  particular  forms  of  expression.^  Neither  do  any  of  the 
texts  which  you  afterwards  cite.     As  to  the  doctrine  we  are  agreed. 

*^  The  righteousness  of  God  signifies,  the  righteousness  which  God-man 
wrought  out.''     No :  it  signifies  God's  method  of  justifying  sinners. 

**  The  victims  figured  the  expiation  by  Christ's  death  ;  the  clothing  with 
skins,  the  imputation  of  his  righteousness."  That  does  not  appear.  Did  not 
the  one  rather  figure  our  justification,  the  other  our  sanctification  ? 

Almost  every  text  quoted  in  this  and  the  following  Letter,  in  support  of 
that  particular  form  of  expression,  is  distorted  above  measure  from  the  plain 
obvious  meaning  which  is  pointed  out  by  the  context.  I  shall  instance  in  a 
few,  and  just  set  down  their  true  meaning,  without  any  fEurther  remarks. 

*  To  show  unto  man  his  uprightness,' — to  convince  him  of  God's  justice,  in 
80  punishing  him. 

*  He  shall  receive  the  blessing' — pardon,  *  from  the  Lord ;  and  righteous- 
ness'— holiness,  *  from  the  God  of  his  salvation,' — the  God  who  saveth  him 
both  frt)m  the  guilt  and  from  the  power  of  sin. 

*  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  righteousness  only,' — of  thy  mercy.  So  the 
word  frequently  means  in  the  Old  Testament ;  so  it  unquestionably  means  in 
that  text,  '  In  (or  by)  thy  righteousness  shall  they  be  exalted.' 

*  Sion  shall  be  redeemed  with  judgment,' — after  severe  punishment ;  *  and 
her  converts  with  righteousness,' — with  the  tender  mercy  of  God  following 
that  punishment. 

*  In  (or  through)  the  Lord  I  have  righteousness  and  strength' — justifica- 
tion and  sanctification.  ^  He  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  salva- 
tion,'—saved  me  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  sin  :  both  of  which  are  again 
expressed  by,  *  He  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness.' 

*  My  righteousness  (my  mercy)  shall  not  be  abolished.' 

*  To  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,'— to  atone  for  all  our  sins ;  *  and  < 
bring  in  everlasting  righteousness,' — spotless  holiness  in  our  souls.  At 
this  righteousness  is  not  human,  but  divine.   It  is  the  gift  and  the  work  of  G<1 


,  vu   It — nainolv,   bv  Christ."     Is  not 

([nibble   which,  after  all  the  laboured  evasi 
more,  does  totally  make  void  the  law  ?     h 
According  to  him,  without  holiness,  j)ersona; 
Lord.     No  one,  who  is  not  himself  confonnt 
see  the  Lord  in  glory. 

This  is  the  grand,  palpable  objection  to  tl 
makes  void  the  law.     It  makes  thousands 
gressors  of  the  law,  because  Christ  fulfilled  il 
I  believe  he  hath  lived  and  died  for  me,  yet  I 
sparingly  of  the  fonner  (and  never  separate 
sparingly  as  do  the  Scriptures,  for  fear  of  this  < 

^*  The  gift  of  righteousness  must  signify  a 
Yes,   it  signifies  the  righteousness  or  holinc 
works  in  them. 

"  The  obedience  of  one,  is  Christ'^s  actual  pe 
So  here  his  passion  is  fairly  left  out !  AVhorea 
death,  that  is,  dying  for  man,  is  certainly  the 
which  is  meant  by  that  expression. 

"  That  the  righteousness  of  the  law  migh 
by  our  representative  in  our  nature."  Amazing 
with  the  tenor  of  the  apostle'^s  arguing ;  for  he 
be  justified  by  our  own  conformity  to  the  law." 
speaking  here  of  the  cause  of  our  justification,  but 
unnatural  sense  of  his  words  does  not  at  all  agree 

I  totally  deny  the  criticism  on  dueatocrvj^  and 
on  what  authority  it  is  founded.     O  how  deep  i 
does  this  scheme  naturally  create ! 

*'^  The  righteousness  they  attained  could  not  be 
Certainly  it  was      It  was  implanted  as  well  as  i 

'*  For  iTi«*»"»»'»** — 
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'^  My  faith  fixes  on  both  the  meritorious  life  and  atoning  death  of  Christ/^ 
!ere  we  clearly  agree.  Hold  then  to  this,  and  never  talk  of  the  former 
ithont  the  latter.  If  you  do,  you  cannot  say,  "  Here  we  are  exposed  to 
)  hazard."  Yes,  you  are  to  an  exceeding  great  one  :  even  the  hazard  of 
ring  and  d3ring  without  holiness.     And  then  we  are  lost  for  ever. 

The  sixth  Letter  contains  an  admirable  account  of  the  earth  and  its  atmo- 
»here,  and  comprises  abundance  of  sense  in  a  narrow  compass,  and  expressed 
I  beautiful  language. 

Gems  have  ''  a  seat  on  the  virtuous  fair-one's  breast."  I  cannol  Teconcile 
lis  with  St.  Paul.  He  says,  "  Not  with  pearls  .-^ "  by  a  parity  of  reason, 
3t  with  diamonds.  But  in  all  things  I  perceive  you  are  too  favourable, 
>th  to  the  desire  of  the  flesh  and  the  desire  of  the  eye.  You  are  a 
mtle  casuist  as  to  every  self-indulgence  which  a  plentiful  fortune  can 
imish. 

**  Our  Saviour  s  obedience."  O  say,  with  the  good  old  Puritans,  *  our 
iviour's  death  or  merits.'  We  swarm  with  Antinomians  on  every  side. 
Hiy  are  you  at  such  pains  to  increase  their  number  ? 

\My  mouth  shall  show  forth  thy  righteousness  and  thy  salvation,' — ^thy 
crcy  which  brings  my  salvation. 

The  eighth  Letter  is  an  excellent  description  of  the  supreme  greatness  of 
lirist.  I  do  not  observe  one  sentence  in  it  which  I  cannot  cheerfully  sub- 
ribe  to. 

The  ninth  Letter^  containing  a  description  of  the  sea,  with  various  inferences 
tduced  therefrom,  is  likewise  a  masterpiece,  for  justness  of  sentiment  as  well 

beauty  of  language.  But  I  doubt  whether  "  mere  shrimps,"  be  not  too 
w  an  expression  :  and  whether  you  might  not  as  well  have  said  nothing  of 
cod,  the  standing  repast  of  Lent : "  or  concerning  ^'  the  exquisite  relish  of 
rbot,  or  the  deliciousness  of  sturgeon."  Are  not  such  observations  beneath 
e  dignity  of  a  minister  of  Christ  ?     I  have  the  same  doubt  concerning  what 

said  of  "  delicately-flavoured  tea,  finely-scented  coffee,  the  friendly  bowl, 
c  pyramid  of  Italian  figs,  and  the  pistacio  nut  of  Aleppo ; "  beside  that  the 
entioning  these  in  such  a  manner,  is  a  strong  encouragement  of  luxury  and 
Dsuality.  And  docs  the  world  need  this  ?  The  English  in  particular  ? — 
[  non  insaniunt  satis  sita  sponte  instiga. 

Letter  10.  "Those  treasures  which  spring  from  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
ghteousness."  Not  a  word  of  his  atoning  blood  !  Why  do  so  many  men 
ve  to  speak  of  his  righteousness,  rather  than  his  atonement  ?   I  fear,  because 

affords  a  fairer  excuse  for  their  own  unrighteousness :  to  cut  off  this,  is  it 
)t  better  to  -mention  both  together  ?  At  least,  never  to  name  the  former 
ithout  the  latter  ? 

'-^  Faith  is  a  persuasion  that  Christ  has  shed  his  blood  for  me,  and  fulfilled 
1  righteousness  in  my  stead."  I  can  by  no  means  subscribe  to  this  defini- 
on.  There  are  hundreds,  yea  thousands,  of  true  beUevers,  who  never  once 
lought  one  way  or  the  other  of  Christ's  fulfilling  all  righteousness  in  their 
«ad.  I  personally  know  many,  who  to  this  very  hour  have  no  idea  of  it ; 
ad  yet  have  each  of  them  a  divine  evidence  and  conviction,  Christ  loved  me 
id  gave  himself  for  me.  This  is  St.  PauFs  account  of  faith  :  and  it  is  suffi- 
ont.     He  that  thus  believes  is  justified. 

*'  It  is  a  sure  means  of  purifying  the  heart,  and  never  fails  to  work  by  lo  ve.**^ 
t  surely  purifies  the  heart,  if  we  abide  in  it ;  but  not  if  we  draw  back  to 


:      > 

i 


viont  far  too  strong  ?     May  they  not  oc 

readers? 

Ne  puemm  coram  po 


« 


How  can  he  justify  it  to  the  wc 
justify  his  fiiiih  to  the  world  ? 

^*'  You  take  the  certun  way  to  obtui 
Christ.^  What !  without  the  atonemen 
tural,  dangerous  mode  of  expression ! 

**  So  the  merits  of  Christ  axe  derives 
fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  which  are  likewise  ) 
riah'^s  raion. 

^Hasthelaw  any  demand?  It  mas 
pose  *Tliou  shalt  love  thy  ndghbonr  asti 
loTe  my  ndghbonr.  Christ  has  satisfied 
not  this  the  Teiy  quintessence  ai  Aniinomi 

**  The  righteousness  wrought  out  by  Jc 
his  people,  to  be  the  cause  of  their  justif 
sali^on.  The  ri^kteou$ne$9  is  the  cause, 
Christ  is  not  so  much  as  named !  ^  For  a 
of  off  other  people  ?  They  must  inevitabl 
ca^  or  ever  they  were  ih  being.    The  dod 


CondgttM  their  unborn  si 

And  wmnM'tliem  from  tl 

t  [ 

'j  I  toold  sooner  be  a  Turi^  a  deist,  yea,  an 

j  His  less  abenrd  to  deny  tiioTery  being  of  G 

**  The  whde  worid,  and  an  its  seasons,  an 
Hia  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  worl 
MnUnd?    Where  in  t*«-  -^ 
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'ioHy  and  his  final  acceptance?  ^     Yea,  will  he  deny  it  to  any  soul  that  ho 
liaa  made  ?    Wonld  you  deny  it  to  any  if  it  were  in  your  power  ? 

But  if  you  loyed  whom  God  abhorrM, 
The  servant  were  above  his  Lord. 

*'  The  wedding-garment  here  means  holiness.^ 

*^  This  is  his  tender  complaint,  ^  they  will  not  come  unto  me  !  ^  "^^  Nay, 
thai  is  not  the  case ;  they  cannot.  He  himself  has  decreed,  not  to  give  them 
that  grace  without  which  their  coming  is  impossible. 

^  The  grand  end  which  God  proposes  in  all  his  favourable  dispensations  to 
flUbn  man,  is  to  demonstrate  the  sovereignty  of  his  grace.^  Not  so ;  to 
impart  happiness  to  his  creatures,  is  his  grand  end  herein.  Barely  ^'  to 
demonstrate  his  sovereignty,^**  is  a  principle  of  action  fit  for  the  great  Turk, 
not  the  most  high  God. 

^^  God  hath  pleasure  in  the  prosperity  of  his  servants.  He  is  a  boundless 
ocean  of  good.**^  Nay,  that  ocean  is  far  from  boundless,  if  it  wholly  passes  by 
nine-tenths  of  mankind. 

"  You  cannot  suppose  God  would  enter  into  a  fresh  covenant  with  a  rebel.'*' 
I  both  suppose  and  know  he  did. — **  God  made  the  new  covenant  with 
Christ,  and  charged  him  with  the  performance  of  the  conditions.^  I  deny 
both  these  assertions,  which  are  the  central  point  wherein  Calvinism  and 
Antinomianism  meet.  '  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen ; '  viz.  with 
David  my  servant.     So  God  himself  explains  it. 

*^  He  will  wash  you  in  the  blood  which  atones,  and  invest  you  with  the 
righteousness  which  justifies.'*'  Why  should  you  thus  continually  put  asimder 
what  God  has  joined  ? 

*'  God  himself,  at  the  last  day,  pronounces  them  righteous,  because  they 
are  interested  in  the  obedience  of  the  Redeemer.''  Rather,  because  they  are 
washed  in  his  blood,  and  renewed  by  his  Spirit. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  but  wish  that  the  plan  of  these  Dialogues  had 
been  executed  in  a  different  manner.  Most  of  the  grand  truths  of  Christianity 
are  herein  both  explained  and  proved  with  great  strength  and  clearness. 
Why  was  anything  intermixed  which  could  prevent  any  serious  Christian 
recommending  them  to  all  mankind  ?  anything  which  must  necessarily  render 
them  exceptionable  to  so  many  thousands  of  the  children  of  God  ?  In  prac- 
tical writings,  I  studiously  abstain  from  the  very  shadow  of  controversy. 
Nay,  even  in  controversial,  I  do  not  knowingly  write  one  line  to  which  any 
but  my  opponent  would  object.  For  opinions  shall  I  destroy  the  work  of 
Gk>d  ?  Then  am  I  a  bigot  indeed :  much  more,  if  I  would  not  drop  any 
ftiode  of  expression,  rather  than  offend  either  Jew  or  Gentile,  or  the  church 
of  God.  I  am,  with  great  sincerity.  Dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  brother  and 
lervant,  J.  W. 

October  15,  1756. 


I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  add,  which  is,  concerning  the  seasonableness 
if  the  following  publication.  It  may  perhaps  be  thought  a  needless  revival 
if  a  dispute  which  happened  long  ago,  and  which  is  now  probably  forgotten, 
bi  answer  to  which,  I  can  assure  the  reader,  that  the  above  is  printed  from 
in  edition  of  the  Preservative  now  on  sale  at  the  Foundry.     The  seasonable- 
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neM  of  ataa  publication  is  thereforo  ai^pftient ;  for  thongli  my  brother 
December  25,  1758,  tho  controTeny  did  by  m>  meAiw  die  with  bim,  bnti 
tubeists  in  the  daily  publication  and  sale  of  the  PrcserratiTe,  which 
comes  with  a  special  *  recommendation  from  Mr.  Wesley,  into  the  haadii 
all  his  preachers,  to  be  by  ihem  first  ^  carefully  read,  then  to  be  recomi 
and  explained  to  the  several  societies  where  they  labour."     So  that  Uie 
troTersy  is,  in  the  most  effectual  manner,  daily  and  hourly  kept  alive  bj 
Wesley  himself.     This  proves  very  sufficientiy  the  seasonableness,  aiid 
things  have  happened,  the  expediency,  of  the  present  appearance  of  the 
lowing  Letters  in  public.     How  pertinent  an  answer  they  contain  to 
Wesley's  objections,  is  now  to  be  left  to  the  consideration  of  the 
reader. 

W.  HERVEY. 

MUes-Lane,  Dec,  5,  1764. 

*  See  the  Uat  paragraph  of  a  Tract,  entitled,  Reasoni  agaioit  a  Separation  froa  thi 
Church  of  England ;  printed  also  in  the  Presenratife,  p.  237. 
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LETTERS 

TO 

THE  REV.  MR.  JOHN  WESLEY, 


LETTER  I. 


Reterend  Sir, — I  received  the  letter  you  mention,  containing  remarks  on 
e  Dialogues  between  Theron  and  Aspasio.  As,  after  a  careful  perusal,  I 
w  very  little  reason  to  alter  my  sentiments,  I  laid  aside  your  epistle  with* 
.t  returning  an  answer,  in  hopes  that  my  silence  (which  it  seems  you  mis- 
ok  for  obstinacy)  would  most  emphatically  speak  ray  advice ;  which,  had 
been  expressed  more  plainly,  would  have  been  delivered  in  the  apostle's 
ords.  That  ye  study ^  or  make  it  your  ambition,  to  be  quiet*. 

Since  you  have,  by  printing  these  remarks,  summoned  me,  though  reluc- 
nt,  to  the  bar  of  the  public,  it  should  seem  that  I  ought  not  to  discredit  the 
nth  once  delivered  to  the  s<'iints,  by  a  timid  silence  ;  and  I  am  the  more 
illing  to  answer  for  myself,  as  I  have  now^  the  privilege  of  an  unprejudiced 
dge,  and  an  impartial  jury.     If  my  defence  should  bo  lost  on  my  opponent, 

may  possibly  make  some  useful  impressions  on  the  court,  and  candid 
idience.  However,  I  will  not  absolutely  despair  of  convincing  Mr.  Wes- 
y  himself  ;  because  it  is  written,  '^  Give  admonition  to  a  wise  man,  and  ho 
ill  yet  be  wiser  f."  On  some  very  momentous  and  interesting  points,  I 
tay  probably  be  a  little  more  copious  than  the  strict  laws  of  argument 
?mand,  in  order  to  exhibit  some  of  the  great  truths  of  the  gospel  in  so  clear 
light,  that  "  he  may  run  who  readeth  them  ;"  in  so  amiable  and  inviting  a 
ght,  that  the  believer  may  rejoice  in  them,  and  the  sinner  may  long  for 
lem.  For  such  digressions  I  promise  myself  an  easy  pardon,  both  from 
Durself  and  the  reader. 

Thus  you  open  a  debate :  ^^  In  the  second  Dialogue,  is  not  the  description 
^n  too  laboured,  the  language  too  stiff  and  affected  V  I  must  confess.  Sir, 
lis  animadversion  seems  to  be  as  just,  as  the  praise  which  you  have  here 
id  elsewhere  bestowed,  appears  to  be  lavish.  The  former,  if  not  more  pleas- 
g,  may  be  no  less  serviceable  than  the  latter ;  for  both  I  acknowledge 
fself  your  debtor ;  and  if  ever  I  attempt  any  thing  more  in  the  capa- 
»y  of  an  author,  I  will  be  sure  to  keep  my  eye  fixed  on  the  caution  you 
ve  given. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  next  words  bring  on  a  complaint  so  close  to  my  ac 

*  1  Thess.  iv.  11.  *tXprifitta^a4j  a  beaatifal  word,  rich  with  meaning,  and  not  adequate) 
Qslated  by  make  ii  your  ambitum  ;  still  more  inadequately  by  our  common  version. 

'  Prov,  ix.  9.    The  original  phrase  is  only  Give which  may  signify,  give  admonitWi^ 

rell  as  (what  our  version  has  supposed)  tn«/rr4c'toit. 

I   I 
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knowlctl^^mcnt.  ^^You  cite  the  pages  according  to  the  Dublin  editing 
liaviiirr  wrote  the  rough  draught  of  what  follows  in  Ireland."  But  flhonll 
ytiu  not,  ill  ruiii]>laisanoi'  tf)  your  rt^ders  on  this  side  of  the  water,  ban  I- 
referred  to  tht*  }>iigefl  of  the  Ku*/lUh  edition  ?  For  want  of  tnicYi  rrfeicno^  B, 
there  is  hardly  distinction  enour^h  in  some  plaeei$  ta  know  which  are  jm 
wonlii^  and  which  an*  Aspanio's.  Should  you  not  also,  in  justice  to  fte 
author,  hefore  you  tnius(*ril>ed  the  rough  draught  for  the  press,  ItaTe  co^ 
suited  the  it»t  edition  of  his  work  ?  which,  you  well  knew,  was  not  the  copj 
from  which  the  Irinli  imprftmiiion  was  taken,  yet  might  reasonably  suppoaeto 
1k'  the  h-a>t  iuaccurati*. 

AVhon  I  n*ad  your  next  paragraph,  I  am  stnick   with  reverence,  I  an 

ashauKMl,  niui  alniofst  a*<tonished,  at  the  littleness  of  the  preceding  obatrviv 

tions.     StiAnrss  iif  >tyle,  and  a  thousand  surh  trifles,  what  arc  they  all  com- 

pariMl  with  just iti cation  hefon*  the   iniiuite  and  immortal  God?     Tliis  is  a 

subject  that  coinniauds  «uir  most  awful  regard,  a  blessing  that  sliould  engage 

OUT  whole  attention.     As  thi^^  is  the  grand  article  to  conic  under  cor  oooa- 

dcration,  1  wouM  di-sire  tu  maintain  an  incessant  dependance  on  tlic  diviie 

Spirit,  that  my  thoughts  may  U*  influenced,  and  my  pen  guided,  bv  the 

wisdom  which  coiiii'th  fr«.»iii  al>ove  ;  that  1  may  neither  pervert  the  truth  by 

any  orritneous  n']>reseut:itiun9,  nor  dishonour  it  by  an   unchristian  temper. 

It  would  Ik*  lasy  to  make  usi*  of  bitter  satire  and  disdainful  irony,  them- 

tcuiptuiius  snocr  or  tlie  indijiiant  frown.     And  indeed.  Sir,  you  have  hai 

\o\\T^'\(  o]Hn  to  every  attack  of  this  kind  :  but  these  arc  not  the  weapons  of 

a  l'hri>tiau -*  w:irf:ire—  .V»M  d'htn^trihi*  iMl*  ; — we  are   Ui  givean-aeoDo 

the  \wyc  that  is  in  u^  with  nieekue!<s  and  fear  :  nwelcni'**^  with  regard  to 

th^'^o  ^*!i'»  int  TP'iraie  or  o]'j»os<.»  us ;  rrtir,  with  regard  to  him  whodc  caiue 

^e  rlead,    mA  wluise  eye    is    ever  ujHin  us.     '•  Is  justification,"  yon  say, 

••  I-  r\'     r   !  *^.  tl  ui   <i.>ir»  ]»aril"ninL'  and  accepting  a  sinner,  tlirongh  the 

v..  r'i>    !*  i '.  ri-:  I  ^inii-wliat  w.-ndtT.  Sir.  that  you  should  ar^k  tliiti  qnc8- 

i:.:\  ^^'.-  ■■  i:  :-  }Tufi -^-illy  an?u\n.d  by  As]>asio,  who  has  ]trescnted  yoa 

^^itl:  .1  \   r\  1  in-im-t.uiti.il  •lifiniti-.u  -t*  j'.'.^titic;ui^•n,  ex]tlaining  it,  estal)lishing    | 

ir,  ml  .  b\'...:in;:  ^  virjl  nlijirtinn^  a-Uaueid  a;:ain«t  it.     If  you  would  aniin-    \ 

.:'.\sri  \^'*.!j   *;''.r;t  and  loree,  nr  iii-U^d  to  any  ci>asiderable  puq)osi\  sliuuM    , 

\  •.:  II. 't  '-i>    ■pill  the  iiii]>r>>i>ri(  ty  f>f  thi-<  lUtinitiun,  sho^nng  from  reasun  and 

Sv-tij»tur» ,  i!:..t  ii  i-*  ui  iih-  r  aeeiirat--  ii"r  •-rthiKjiix  ? 

rhe  re.ik  r  hmv  ^i -•  A^jk;.-?!!.'?  :iieiiinit  of  j1l^titieatiun,  and  find  the  wonk 
i  .-.y  •  :  :  I:  .ml  ri"''..'fsh.^;i  .y  (Iri/if  jariieulurly  explained;  the  latter 
de«»»tiiu  "'il'-  t!.-'  v:;ri.;i-  iii^tanees  «'t*  hi:*  active  and  passive  olKdience." 
AiV»rvlliu'iy  i:  i^  ..rl;riii.  ■!.  **  i!i  ■  jmni^liiiient  we  deM.Tved,  he  endures ;  tlii' 
elvil'.itue  wl.joli  \\^  I  \\  il.  he  lultiU."  Wlnit  A-»j»a?.io  here  prufess^e?*  to 
undir-t.UKl  l«y  t:.,  ri^li;.     i-iii  s^   it'  rhri>t.  the  reader  i^  particularly  n^quiAtcd 

to  W.\T  in   hi .rx,  t'..;:  !:■   l»c  n.t  iiii^ktl  liv  Mr.  Wi'slev,  who  oi  ten  for- 

^^et-*  it,  .uul  e^  ::'"'..iu!-,  wk-  u  the  rijlitt. •usness  of  Christ  is  mentioned,  thai 
hU  p.iul  -■•.*- rv.j-s  .»r-  ■■.ii  ..  :ii'.ttvl.  I  would  n-i  wish.  Sir,  to  have  .i 
pLiiiur  !'?»• 'J   t*  ..:  \  .  .:    •     •:   •.     '.>  .ird  the   :ie:ive,  tl'.au  Aspaisin    has  lurehy 

liv  \*«'.ir  «r.i«  *'--',  >  i  '..:  :  .1  ii^'.i'-v. ,  v.t  wlthi.iit  inf«»nninji:  us  what  it  is, 
^*i  N\her\i»  -^^!  ■"  ^  •...-•.-..:•  •>  .j!-.  :  t-  '- .lfl  lefieieni.  You  propj»#i\  and 
»>ulvui\UHV^\  -li-   ■'  .T   *:.••■.:    !»..      ^^  ..■',  i".\..i\,  t.>i  »lvtfvT  \V*v\v  vcav  as  little  r.s 
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lottb  to  admit  of  our  representation,  we  will  accede  to  yonrs ;  especially 
*il  be  somewhat  explained,  and  a  little  improved.     For  indeed  the  words, 
Iheir  present  form,  are  rather  too  vague  to  constitute  any  definition.  Par- 
and  aeeeptiug  may  happen  to  be  only  diversified  expressions  of  the 
idea.     The  tneriti  of  CArUt  will  certainly  comport  either  with  Popish 
Soeinian  notions.     It  aliounds  in  writers  of  the  former  sort,  and  it  is  to  bo 
in  the  latter.     Tliereforc,  to  l>e  more  explicit — Wy  parthminff^  I  mean 
's  acquitting  a  sinner  from  guilt  of  every  kind,  and  of  every  degree  :  by 
M^,  I  mean  still  more,  Go<l's  receiving  him  into  favour,  considering  and 
ing  him  as  righteous,  yea,  perfectly  and  gloriously  righteous.     By  the 
€f  CAriH^  I  would  always  be  supposed  to  signify  his  active  and  passive 
;  all  that  he  wrought,  and  all  that  ho  suffered,  for  the  salvation  of 
d*.     Interested  in  all  this,  the  believer  enters  into  the  divine  prc- 
and  stands  before  the  divine  majesty,  not  like  David's  ambassadors, 
ing  themselves  into  Jericho ;  safe,  indeed,  but  with  the  marks  of  Am- 
^HBitish  insults  on  their  persons  :  he  rather  enters  like  that  illustrious  exile, 
ih,  into  the  presence  of  Pharaoh,  when  his  prison  garments  were  taken 
him,  and  he  was  arrayed  in  vestures  of  fine  linen,  meet  for  the  shoulders 
tf  ihoee  who  appear  before  kings.     With  this  explication,  I  am  content  that 
jour  definition  takes  place  of  minet.     I  would  further  observe,  that  you  have 
dkopped  the  word  imputed^  which  inclines  me  to  suspect  you  would  cashier 
Ihe  thing.     But  let  me  ask.  Sir,  how  can  we  be  justified  by  the  merits  of 
Christ,  unless  they  are  imjmted  to  us  ?     Would  the  payment  made  by  a 
tercty  procure  a  discharge  for  the  debtor,  unless  it  was  placed  to  liis  account  ? 
It  i«  certain  the  sacrifices  of  old  could  not  make  an  atonement,  unless  they 
Were  imputed  to  each  offerer  respectively.     This  was  an  ordinance  settled  by 
Jehovah  himself,  l-icv.  vii.  18.     And  were  not  the  sacrifices,  was  not  their 
impntation  typical  of  Christ,  and  things  pertaining  to  Christ  ?    Tlie  former 
prefiguring  his  all-sufiicient  expiation,  the  latter  shadowing  forth  the  way 
■^hereby  we  are  partakers  of  its  efficacy.     Tlie  righteousness  (not  right- 
eousneas    and   obedience,    Aspasio   speaks    otherwise)    which    Christ   per- 
formed, is  reckoned  by  God  as  our  o\vn.     This  you  call  an  ambiguous  expres- 
sion;   but  if  considered  in  conjunction  with  the   foregoing   and   following 
enlargements,  I  should  think  it  can  hardly  dcser^'c  the  charge.     Aspasio  all 
along  labours  to  be  understood.     In  this   place  he  more  fully  opens   his 
meaning,   by  giving   another  view  of  the  nature,  and  by  specifying   the 
effects,  of  imputation  :  the  nature — it  being  the  same  as  placing  to  our  account 
something  not  our  own  :  The  effects — Clirist's  righteousness  thus  j>lacod  to 
oar  account  being  as  effectual  for  obtaining  our  salvation,  as  if  it  was  our 
own  personal  qualification.     To  the  latter  you  expressly  agree,  to  the  former 
yon  make  no  objection :  to  the  whole  doctrine,  thus  explained,  you  elsewhere 
declare  your  assent. 

If  in  all  this  we  may  depend  upon  you.  Sir,  must  we  not  feel  an  alarming 
ahock  at  your  adjuration  in  the  next  paragraph  ? 

*  The  merits  of  Christ  is  certainly  an  ambiguous  phrase,  and  what  I  can  by  no  meana 
admire  ;  but  as  it  occurs  in  Mr.  Wesley^s  letter,  and  in  many  valuable  writers,  I  have,  led 
by  their  example,  used  it  in  the  following  debate,  still  understanding  it,  and  still  using 
it,  in  the  sense  explained  above. 

f  To  gratify  Mr.  Wesley  I  have  admitted  his  phrase,  "  the  merits  of  Christ,*'  thongb, 
ma  it  is  a  phrase  of  Jabious  import,  and  what  almost  any  «ect  OT  VieT«\&^  mVL  ^k'^^cxxV^^  1 
should  much  aooaer  choose  to  abide  by  Aspasio^t  language. 

Il2 
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"Fur  C'liri^t'?  uko  du  not" — What  ^  surely  nothing  leas  caneaeiit^ 
justify  thi«  vtlii-in-iit  t-xclaination.  but  tlie  obtnj»iun  of  some  lioctiine  ^' 
U  ino^i  ::lahn;.'iy  falsi'*.  an>l  aV»<oluU'1y  iLininable.  Shall  we  havcnu^l' 
siik-iiin  tiriiij.  ?uch  a  ihun^i-r  of  explrKsinn,  only  to  silence  a  particular  pkoftt 
In  anotli>-r  ]»•  riyiii  thi^  wnuM  IrM^k  likr  profane  levity  ;  in  Mr.  Weslin',  tb 
9ofu.-at  a]'ii^-IUti«jn  wi>  can  ;:ive  it  'n  i'lle  pomp.  All  tliii'  clamour  mo^ 
a;^ain.*t  w(>r>l? !  worU  tij*i.  ihe  explication  of  which,  and  the  doctriDc  m- 
taineil  in  iheni,  y<;ur*4;lf  alluw.  I>ear  Sir,  what  is  a  word  or  phrase  ?  C^ 
it  d'j  rithtr  i:*iA  or  harm,  but  as  conveying  right  or  wrong  scntimoli! 
Will  the  mere  pnjnouncini'  or  hearing  of  a  word,  (be  it  airaeadabn  it 
ko^^tJfUi  fi'i/in  or  iin/ott^iL)  without  its  idea,  poison  the  principles  of  lOi 
anil  induct;  tlu-m  to  wurk  all  unclean ness  with  greediness  ?  As  yon  hnt 
bi-i-n  tiring;  wiitn^ut  an  enemy,  ( A^ftasio  is  owned  for  an  ally),  so  you 
to  1m*  triumph  in  i;  withi»ut  a  vietiiry.  A^ipasio's  charity  for  those  who 
dis»?u:<ti-il  at  the  ex[ire«Mun.  anil  have  no  explicit  knowledge  of  the  doctiioe, 
is  ;;uardi*«i  by  the  wurds  immediatrly  fiillowing,  '"Yet  live  under  the  bdrf 
of  the  truth,  anil  in  the  cxerci-^e  of  the  duty :"  as  well  as  by  the  annend 
description  of  the  persons,  ami  their  temper ;  who  are  far  enough  from  fuey- 
in;:,  that  if  thfy  may  but  be  ]^rdoned  for  the  sake  of  Clirist,  they  ca 
iibtain  the  divine  fuvuur,  and  a  title  to  futnn;  happiness,  by  their  own  gooi 
liohaviuur.  Henc^*  it  will  appear  that  he  has  been  too  cautious  to  part  witb 
till'  very  tliinir  f<>r  which  he  ir*^  Cfintendin<;.  And  this  is  more  abundaitlj 
i-viihnt  frtim  the  cluse  uf  his  charitable  ]>ara£raph,  wherein,  though  he  alloin 
such  ]>eo]ile  to  lie  safi\  yet  he  laments  their  ]>erplexity,  and  their  deficieacy 
in  li;:ht,  stn-n;:tli.  and  consolation.  ^*  The  phrase  is  not  scriptural."  Suppoie 
it  wen.*  not,  this  would  affonl  but  a  slight  reas<m  for  so  passionate  an  outciy: 
liowevrr,  this  is  certain,  iSt.  Paul  uses  the  phrase;  G»ki  impuMh^  Rom.  iv.  6. 
and  that  rhlthnityhrAf  miff  lit  /v  hnj/uhtl,  Rom.  iv.  11.  S'ow,  is  it  posiUe 
tliat  tlien*  .>»hf»uM  1m.'  ri;:hteousm'ss  imputed,  yet  not  an  imputed  righteou»ncflg? 
To  a>A('rt  this  mu>t  arirue  either  a  wonderful  subtile  refinement,  or  an  exceed- 
in;;:  sjtroug  pn'judi«*e.  "It  is  not  nrci-ssary."  Perhaps  so  ;  but  is  it  not 
nwessary  Mr.  Wrsley  >liouM  eiilier  inform  us  what  stMisi*  of  the  phrase  it  is 
which  he  apprehends  so  likely  to  mislead  men,  or  else,  instead  of  exclainiiDn 
a;:aiiist  Asj^asio,  K^hould  join  all  his  force  with  him  in  defending  that  m.'imc 
which  tlu-y  l>oth  espouse'  i  *'  It  has  done  innnense  hurt."  When  we  an 
made  sensible  of  the  immense,  or  indeed  of  any  n-al  hurt  done  by  the  phrase 
tmpnU*! ;  wlien  we  soe  those  wlio  dii^like  it  cordially  warm  for  the  sentimmi 
expressed  iu  other  words,  we  will  then  constant  to  resign  it  for  its  equivalent 
'•  nrckoned  as  our  own,"  *'  placed  to  our  own  account,"  ''  as  effectual  as  if  oui 
own  personal  (]ualiiit?ation."  Till  then  we  must  ;ruard  the  casket  for  th( 
Kike  ofthcjewt'l.  W'v  j>ref»r  the  word  iw/fttt'ti^  U-eause  it  says  more  at  onci 
than  any  other  term  we  knrrw.andlteeause  we  are  aware  of  a  common  practic« 
ustMl  inalla;;e8  by  tlie  op])osers  of  sound  doctrine.  They  pretend  a  zeal  onl; 
ac^ainst  the  j»hrast',  that  by  bringing  this  into  disuse,  they  may  cause  that  to  b 
for;|:otten.  Shall  wt?  not  then  dispute  fi>r  ini])uted  righteousness  ?  Yes,  Sii 
we  must  disj»ute  both  ff»r  tlie  doctrine  and  for  the  ]dirase,  since  there  ai 
persons  who  openly  strike  at  the  one,  and  we  fear  with  a  view  to  supplar 
the  r»ther.  Shall  we  not  dispute  for  i/z^y/i/Av/  rhf/th'tmynrns — though  tl 
wonls  are  a  ;rrand  peculiarity  of  tlie  Scri\>tuTv*»^ aud  IW  l\\^w<JL^  iVw  \<itv  a^U 
nwl  c*i:irnc}  of  the  gospel  ?     >iot  i\\ft\n\\i  ^oi  Wv^\.  v^\\\<^\\'*  "WWrt  \*>  va  svw 
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than  all  worlds,  better  than  our  hearts  could  wish  or  our  thoughts  conceive  ^ 
which^  in  short,  is  the  best,  the  noblest,  the  completest  gift  that  €k)d  himself 
can  bestow? 

When  such  a  gift,  and  such  a  righteousness,  is  the  subject  of  disputation, 
we  must  not  give  place,  no,  not  for  an  hour :  we  must  maintain  its  matchless 
excellency  so  long  as  we  have  any  breath,  or  any  being.  We  must  say,  in 
direct  oppoation  to  your  fervent,  but  unadvised  zeal,  ^^  For  Christ's  sake," 
let  us  contend  earnestly  for  imputed  righteousness,  because  it  is  the  brightest 
jewel  in  his  mediatorial  crown.  ^^  For  the  sake  of  immortal  souls,"  let  us 
hold  &8t  and  hold  forth  this  precious  truth,  because  it  yields  the  strongest 
consolation  to  the  guilty  conscience,  and  furnishes  the  most  endearing,  as 
well  as  the  most  prevailing,  inducement  to  universal  obedience. 

*^  To  ascribe  pajrdon  to  Christ's  passive,  eternal  life  to  his  active  obedience, 
is  fanciful  rather  than  judicious."  The  remark  is  just,  not  so  the  quotation  : 
Aspaaio  is  somewhat  disfigured  by  your  distortion  of  his  features ;  he  limps 
a  little,  by  your  dislocation  of  a  limb.  There  is,  in  his  language,  guard 
enough  to  check  every  attempt  either  to  dissolve  the  union,  or  sever  the  co- 
agency,  of  the  different  parts  of  our  Lord's  righteousness. 

But  let  us  give  Adpasio  a  fair  hearing.  Thus  he  expresses  himself:  ^'To 
divide  them  (the  active  and  passive  righteousness)  into  detached  portions, 
independent  on  each  other,  seems  to  be  fanciful  rather  than  judicious."  To 
divide  into  detached  portions,  is  more  than  to  distinguish  between  the  one 
and  the  other.  The  latter  Aspasio  practises,  the  former  he  disavows.  ^'  In- 
dependent of  each  other : "  do  these  words  stand  for  nothing  ?  have  they  no 
meaning,  that  here  you  show  them  no  regard,  and  never  recollect  them 
throughout  your  whole  epistle  ?  Had  you  honoured  them  with  any  degree 
of  notice,  several  of  your  objections  must  have  been  precluded ;  and  if  the 
more  candid  reader  pleases  to  bear  them  in  memory,  several  of  your  objections 
will  at  the  very  first  view  fall  to  the  ground.  Besides,  the  person  who  tells  us 
the  case  seems  to  be  so,  is  not  so  peremptory  as  he  who  roimdly  affirms  it  to  bo 
so  :  the  former  is  all  that  Aspasio  has  advanced.  Tliough  I  am  willing  that 
you  should  correct  his  style,  yet  I  must  beg  of  you.  Sir,  not  to  make  him 
quite  so  positive ;  let  him  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  modest,  even  where 
he  has  the  misfortune^  in  your  opinion  at  least,  to  be  erroneous. 

^^  Christ's  universal  obedience  from  his  birth  to  his  death,  is  the  one  found- 
.  ation  of  my  hope,"  says  Aspasio.  To  which  you  assent,  and  with  a  laudable 
vehemence  reply,  "  This  is  unquestionably  right."  I  wish.  Sir,  you  would 
ponder  your  words  before  you  speak,  at  least  before  you  print,  that  there 
may  be  something  fixed  and  certain  on  which  wc  may  depend,  and  by  which 
you  will  abide.  One  would  think,  after  this  acknowledgment,  pronounced 
with  such  an  air  of  solemnity,  you  could  never  so  far  forget  yourself,  as  to 
open  your  mouth  against  the  obedience,  the  universal  obedience  of  ("hrist, 
which  surely  must  include  both  what  he  wrought  and  what  ho  suffered. 
You  confess  it  to  be  your  foundation,  the  foundation  of  your  hope,  the  only 
foundation  of  your  hope :  can  you  then,  without  the  most  amazing  inconsis- 
tency, either  wish  to  secrete  the  doctrine,  or  offer  to  discountenance  the 
expression  ? 

^^  There  is  no  manner  of  need  to  make  the  imputation  of  Clirist's  active 
righteousness  a  separate  head  of  discourse."  No  manner  of  need !  even 
though  you  declare  that  this  active  righteousness,  together  with  the  expiatory 


active  obedience  of  the  Redeemer,  why  shoulc 
us  to  make  the  imputation  of  his  righteousness 
that,  seeing  the  transcendent  perfection  of  ( 
from  confiding  in  their  own,  Ileb.  iv.  10 ;  les 
day,  "  I  will  declare  thy  rightc>ousncss,  and  t 
purpose  of  justification)  they  shall  not  profit  1 
Wo  must  therefore  take  leave  to  dwell  upon 
Lord ;  we  must  dis])lay  its  perfection,  in  oppos 
of  human  qualifications,  endeavours,  or  attain: 
that,  as  the  heavens  arc  higher  than  the  cart 
hiofhcr  than  all  the  works  of  the  children  of  n 
itself,  and  absolutely  perfect,  as  to  be  incapab 
the  good  deeds  of  all  the  saints,  could  they  be  a 
in  any  degree  its  justifying  efficacy  :  it  is  like 
concerning  which  we  are  told,  ''  nothing  can  be 
to  my  remembrance  a  most  beautiful  and  subli 
must  have  read  in  the  evangelical  prophet :   **  I 
and  every  mountain  and  hiU  shall  be  mado  lo\ 
made   straight,  and   the  rough  places  plain ; 
sliall  be  revealed,  and  all    flesh   shall  see  it 
are  demolished,   valleys  are    elevated,     and   i 
spacious    plain,    on    purpose    to    accomplish  i; 
unnecessary ;  on  purpose  to  give  the  most  clea 
great  Redeemer,  of  his  wonderful  person,  and  | 
may  be  distinguishevl  and    exalted;  may  wal 
through  the  midst  of  mankind,  as  being  singly  s 
the  recovery  of  sinners.     That  all  flesh — not  J 
not  men  of  reputation  only,  but  the  meanest  oi 
of  wretches — may  together  see  his  glory,  may  o 
pre-ominence  of  one  above  another,  conti^mn 
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t  never  weary  ci  viewing  or  reviewing  either  the  active  or.  passive  obedience 
r  Ifnmanuel.  Faith  will  declare,  that  neither  of  these  points  can  be  set 
■ih  in  too  strong  or  too  recommending  a  light.  Faith  is  ever  desiring  to 
•e  more  and  more  of  the  Saviour's  worthiness,  that  the  soul  may  rejoice  in 
is  excellency,  and  be  filled  with  all  his  fulness. 

May  you,  dear  Sir,  abound  in  this  faith,  and  live  under  such  views  of 
fod  our  Saviour ;  then  I  flatter  mjrself  you  will  be  dissatisfied  with  your 
resent  opinion,  and  not  be  disgusted  at  the  freedom  of  speech  used  by 
ours,  &c. 

LETTER  II. 

Reverend  Sir,  —  I  am  particularly  pleased  at  my  entrance  on  this 
pistle,  because  it  presents  me  with  a  view  of  Mr.  Wesley  in  very  good 
nmoor.  Instead  of  rebuking,  be  commends.  He  puts  off  the  frown  of 
ensure  for  the  smile  of  approbation.  I  hope  to  follow  the  amiable  example ; 
)  approve  and  applaud  wherever  opportunity  ofEers,  and.  truth  permits, 
.nd  though  I  shall  be  sometimes  obliged  to  oppose  or  refute,  yet  I  shall  do 
oth  with  all  the  tenderness  and  lenity  which  may  consist  vMi  a  proper 
indication  of  the  truth. 

**  The  third  and  fourth  Dialogues  contain  an  admirable  illustration  and 
»nfirmation  of  the  great  doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction."  This  is  generously 
;linowledged.  Yet  even  here  it  so  unhappily  falls  out,  that  complaisance 
rts  the  start  of  judgment.  Did  you  advert,  Sir,  to  the  state  of'  the  con- 
oversy,  or  see  the  consequence  of  Aspasio's  arguing,  you  must  either  give 
>  a  favourite  tenet,  or  else  dissent  from  his  doctrine. 

Aspasio  maintains,  that  Christ's  sufferings  were  punishment ;  real,  proper 
mishment.  Now,  could  Christ,  an  innocent  person,  be  punished,  without 
firing  sin — the  very  sin  of  others  ?  Could  Christ,  a  divine  person,  bear 
le  sin  of  others,  and  not  do  it  perfectly  away  ?  Or  can  they  whose  guilt 
as  punished  in  Clirist,  and  whose  sin  is  perfectly  done  away  by  Christ,  can 
ley  perish  eternally  ?  But  I  forbear.  Yourself,  and  the  judicious  reader,  will* 
isily  apprehend  ray  meaning,  and  discern  the  point  to  which  these  questions 
ad.  All  the  benefit  I  propose  by  this  remark  is,  to  convince  Mr.  Wesley 
lat  he  is  not  incapable  of  a  mistake ;  that  he  has  tripped  a  little  in 
'hat  he  commends,  and  therefore  may  possibly  make  a  false  step  in  what 
e  condemns. 

Unless  I  may  be  allowed  to  propose  this  additional  advantage,  the  recti- 
ing  an  impropriety  in  some  people's  apprehensions  concerning  our  Lord's 
icarious  suffering.  It  is  usual  to  say,  "  He  bore  the  punishment,  not  the 
iiilt ;  the  penalty,  not  the  fault :"  which  seems  to  be  a  distinction  more 
trupulous  than  judicious;  answers  no  other  end,  but  that  of  derogating 
Qm  our  Redeemei's  grace,  and  weakening  the  foundation  of  our  hopes. 

The  guilt  of  sin,  I  take  to  be  what  the  apostle  calls  avofua^  the  transgression 
'  the  law.  From  hence  arises  the  obligation  to  punishment.  This  guilt 
ir  Lord  so  truly  bore,  that  he  was  no  less  liable  to  the  arrest  of  justice,  and 
e  infliction  of  vengeance,  than  if  he  himself  had  committed  the  most  enor- 
ous  crimes.  **  He  bare  (says  the  Holy  Ghost)  the  sin  of  many.*"  But 
iniahmont  cannot  be  reckoned  the  same  as  sin,  any  more  than  wages  can  be 
coimted  the  same  as  work.     If,  then,  our  Lord  bote  evu  \\£i^\i^  Yvc^  \S!&ns!Xi\y^*» 
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every  tbing  criuiinal  that  is  included  in  it ;  no  ciicnmatanoe  of  danenl 
aggravation  exco])tod. 

Ho  boru  the  fnnlt ;  therefore  be  makes  na  without  fault  in  the  a^i 
God,  and  will  present  us  faultless  before  the  throne  wiUi  exceeding  joy. 
bore  the  //mi//  ;  therefore  our  Lord^s  sufTerings  were  real  punishment,  ji 
inflicted  by  tlie  Supn^mc  Judge ;  and,  on  principles  of  justice,  disdu 
from  all  punishment  whatever.     Ho  boze  the  JUik  ;  therefore  he  felt 
lliose  wretched  Miuld  endure  who  die  in  their  iniquities ;  his  eternal  Fi 
forsook  him,  and  hid  his  face  from  him  as  from  an  abomiiuible  object. 

Thitf  n*nders  our  Saviour's  propitiation  great,  wonderful,  glorious.    Sk»] 
this,  believing  this,  we  have  nothiug  to  fear.     Conscience  is  satisfied,  and ibi 
accutwr  of  the  brethren  is  tfilenced.     Nothing  can  be  laid  to  our  chai]giebj 
right(*ou.s  law,  and  nothing  remains  to  awaken  the  indignation  of  the  i^ 
eous  Judge.     Whereas,  if  this  was  not  done,  we  have  reason  to  be  tcndk] 
apprehensive.     If  Christ  bore  not  the  guilt,  then  sinners  must  bear  it  in  tt«i 
own  persons  ;  if  he  Uxik  not  away  the  filth,  tlien  it  must  lie  on  tnuugw^ 
and  render  them  loathsome  for  ever ;  if  the  fault  was  not  transferred  to  k^ 
then  it  must  abide  upon  us,  aiMl  be  our  everlasting  ruin. 

Nei tiler  doi*8  this  doctrine  in  any  degree  detract  from  our  Stvioori 
dignity.  It  rather  gives  him  the  honour  due  unto  his  name,  Jesus.  Abb 
the  scales  of  a  lialunce,  the  lower  tlio  one  descends,  the  higher  the  otki 
mounts  HO  the  dei*per  our  Mediators  humiliation  sinks,  to  the  more  cxaU 
heiglit  does  his  glory  rise*.  The  more  horrible  tlie  condition  to  which  hs 
sul)mitted,  the  more  illustriously  his  goodness  shines,  and  tlie  more  clearly  tk 
pi'rfiH:tion  of  his  work  ap]x*ars* 

^^  Satisfaction  was  made  to  the  divine  law,**  says  Aspasio.  "I  do  Ml 
remember  any  such  expression  in  Scripture,*' replies  Mr.  Wesley.  But  da 
you  not  rcniemlKT  tliis  ex])ression  in  tlie  Kpistle  to  the  (ialatians,  Clirist  ^mi 
made  untlcr  the  law  V  (lal.  iv.  4*.  Why  vras  he  made  under  the  law,  Int 
to  fulfil  it««  proccpti*,  and  undergo  its  [)eiialty  ?  and  is  not  this  a  satisfactkiii 
to  its  demands  ? 

'J'lie  triitli  is,  the  divine  law  Wtos  violated  by  our  sins.  It  was  absolutel) 
ini])oKsil>l(;  for  us  to  make  any  repanition  ;  therefore  (liritft,  in  our  natnn 
and  in  our  stead,  sulmiitte<l  to  its  obligations,  that  he  might  magnify  it 
injured  authority,  and  render  it  in  the  highest  degree  venerable;  migfa 
iiiuki>  (>V(>n  its  tremendous  sanctions  and  rigorous  requirements,  tlie  ver 
basis  of  ;:raee,  nierey  and  peace.  Divinely  noble  contrivance  !  unspeakabl 
pnrioiis  ex[)odieiit !  \\\  this  means,  vengeance  tiud  forbearance  have  m 
to^t'thcr  ;  wrath  and  love  have  kissed  each  other,  in  the  redemption  \ 
sinners.  The  law  Kiys,  I  am  fiihilled  :  Justice  says,  I  am  satisfied.  WhL 
both  concur  to  expedite  and  asccilain  the  salvation  of  a  believer. 

""  This  way  of  siUNiking  of  the  law,  as  a  ]K>rson  iujured  and  to  be  satisfies 
beciiis  hardly  tlcfcnsible."  I.)oi.>s  not  the  u]K)Stle  speak  of  the  law  as  a  persoii 
a  person   that  li\eth,  to  wliom  some  are  married,  and  to  whom  others  a: 

'  There  is,  I  think,  somrthin:^  uncouth  in  thid  ezprcssion.  ri*«^<i)«p,  it  is  true,  very  v< 
rninports  with  hoth  the  clauses,  i*  yxnatxo;  and  m  »«U9».  But  iu  the  English  translatic 
tile  ])artici|»le  might,  not  ungracefully,  be  varied,  perliaps  in  some  such  manner,  '*  T 
Son  <>t'  (io(l  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  became  subject  to  (he  law." 

t  Kom.  vii.  1.  -1.  1'he  word  tx.  at  the  end  of  tlie  tir^t  verse,  is  hpnkeii  of  the  lav,  n 
of  the  man,  as   Mr.   WesUvaud  uV\\evs  \v;\\c  \»:t'^  \\X4\\n  vi>i^TNv:^.     \\. ^\tfiv^\ >>«.\t\vs« 

iiij»ia(cd  nut  hc^  but  \i. 
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1?  AqMuio  will  always  think  himself,  and  his  manner  of  speaking, 
Lciently  defensible,  so  long  as  he  has  the  apostolical  practice  for  his 
Cedent. 

iaving  snch  a  precedent,  he  wants  no  other ;  otherwise  he  might  plead 
Mithority  of  Mr.  John  Wesley ;  who,  in  his  Ebsplanatory  Not^  on  the 
w  Testament,  says,  ^^  The  law  is  here  spoken  of  (by  a  common  figure)  as 
arson,  to  which,  as  to  an  husband,  life  and  death  are  ascribed*.*'  And  if 
law  be  an  husband,  may  not  an  husband  be  injured  ?  May  not  an  injured 
iband  insist  upon  being  satisfied  ? 

( All  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant  are  the  purchase  of  Christ'*8  blood ;" 
I  is  Aspasios  b^ef.  To  this  you  assent,  ^^  Surely  they  are."  With 
asiire  I  should  receive  your  8u£Erage,  was  I  not  afraid  that  this  is  your 
aning — ^They  are  so  the  purchase  of  his  blood,  as  not  to  have  any  depen- 
loe  on,  or  any  connexion  with,  his  most  perfect  obedience.  I  was  alarmed 
the  dose  of  your  last,  paragraph,  and  my  suspicions  are  increased  by  the 
lowing  negative  interrogation  :  ^'  After  Uiis  has  been  fully  proved,  where 
Jie  need,  where  is  the  use,  of  contending  so  strenuously  for  the  imputation  of 
righteousness  V 

Aspaao  has  informed  you.  Sir,  in  the  second  Dialogue.  He  has  thero 
»wn  the  advantage  of  ^unfolding,  circumstantially  and  copiously,  this 
tmentous  truth.  To  give  you  farther  satisfaction,  he  has  quoted  the 
fds  of  an  eminent  divine,  of  which  the  following  are  a  part :  "*'  Whoever 
ects  the  doctrine  of  the  imputation  of  our  Saviour  s  righteousness  to  man, 
?8,  by  so  doing,  reject  the  imputation  of  man's  sin  to  our  Saviour,  and  all 
i  consequences  of  it."  If  you  are  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Stajmoe's  reasons, 
u  are  remitted  to  St.  Paul.  In  Rom.  ch.  v.  (a  chapter  of  distinguished 
^ity  and  importance)  he  teaches  mankind  that  Christ  died  for  the 
^od\y ;  that  we  are  justified  through  his  blood,  are  saved  from  wrath  by 
death.  After  all  this  had  been  fiilly  proved,  where  was  the  need,  where 
8  the  use  of  insisting  largely  upon  that  obedience  of  one  by  which  many 
!  made  righteous  ?  ver.  19.  Or  upon  that  righteousness  of  one,  which  is 
puted  to  many  for  justification  of  life  ?  Yet  this  the  inspired  vniter 
dently  does. 

Answer  the  foregoing  question  in  behalf  of  the  apostle,  and  you  will 
iwer  it  in  behalf  of  Aspasio.  Or  if  you  decline  the  office,  give  me  leave, 
,  to  answer  it  on  behalf  of  them  both.  The  blood  of  Christ  is  never 
isidered  as  independent  on,  or  detached  from,  the  righteousness  of  Christ, 
ey  united  their  blessed  efficacy  in  accomplishing  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
n  :  we  always  look  upon  them  as  a  grand  and  glorious  aggregate,  in  their 
mcy  inseparable,  though  in  meditation  distinguishable.  Being  thus 
tinguishable,  at  proper  times  we  meditate  upon  each  distinctly :  we 
play  each  with  all  the  particularity  possible,  and  cannot  but  contend  for 
i  imputation  of  one,  as  well  as  of  the  other.  The  farther  we  dig  into 
her  of  these  spiritual  mines,  the  greater  fund  of  treasures  we  discover, 
e  more  we  glorify  the  Saviour,  the  more  we  strengthen  faith,  and  the 
rater  addition  we.  make  to  our  comfort,  our  peace,  our  joy. 
A^spasio  inquires.  If  Christ  was  our  substitute  as  to  penal  suffering,  wh^ 
;  as  to  justifying  obedience?     You   reply,   ^^Thc  former  is  expressl 

*  See  Explan.  Noes.  Rem.  Tii.  I« 


. ...    .latiirc,    but   m  uur   name ;  not 
reprt'sentative. 

'*  As  sin  and  mistTy  have  abounc 
^race  liavc  nmch  more  abounded  throi 
have  any  reason  to  complain."     Here  i 
a  patched  and  disfigured  condition.      1 
jiassages,   and  judge  whether  they   cs 
of  election  or  predestination.      Yet  ^ 
tures,  with  or  without   occasion,  to   ii 
]»orplexed  disputation.     Therefore*  he  tv\ 
died  for  all ;  otherwise,  all  for  whom  h 
complain." 

Here,  Sir,  do  you  not  force  an  inferenc 
his  design  ?     He  is  speaking  of  those  wIk 
are  recovered   through  his   righteousnes 
mentions,  of  such  alone  he  discourses ;  wit 
who,  despising  or  neglecting  the  Redeemei 
themselves.     "Would  it  not  be  as  edifying 
your  office,  if  you  should  join  with  As)); 
abundant,  infinitely  rich  grace  of  our  (rod 
to  divert  his  aim,  and  retanl  his  steps,  wh 
prixe  of  our  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus  ? 

Aspasio's  words  are,  "  When  we  beti 
sliall  find,  that,  as  sin  and  misury  have  al 
Sir,  how  he  limits  his  discourse,  consequei 
but  what  corresponds  with  such  limitation, 

Had  the  Israelites  «any  cause  to  be  dissa 
their  sustenance  and  their  cure,  when  the  f 
the  pole,  and  when  the  bread  from  heaven 
more  have  sinners  anv  n»—  ' 
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te  Scripture."  It  afibrds  me  a  kind  of  presumptive  proof,  tliat  solid 
are  not  at  hand,  when  such  shadows  are  listed  in  the  service.  I 
be  under  no  pain  if  you  could  prove  your  charge  beyond  all  con- 
To  what  would  it  amount  ?  Why,  that  Aspasio  having  occasion 
a  certidn  topic,  happened  not  to  make  use  of  the  very  syllables 
ilBtften  made  use  of  in  Scripture.  And  do  you  or  I,  Sir,  in  all  our 
journals,  preservatives,  and  Christian  libraries,  undertake  to  use 
bat  Scriptural  expressions?  Had  we  done  this,  one  benefit  might 
luiYe  accrued  to  tiie  public :  It  would  considerably  have  reduced  our 
. — ^But  I  trifle,  as  well  as  Mr.  Wesley.  You  proceed  to  enforce  your 
loe  by  adding,  '^  Neither  has  the  expression  any  countenance  from 
I  am  really  ashamed  to  detain  our  readers  any  longer  upon  so 
fU  a  point.  Tlierefore  what  I  am  going  to  reply  is  only  a  word  to  your- 
•     You,  Sir,  can  tell  who  it  is  that  affirms  in  a  certain  hymn. 

For  every  man  'tis  finished,  'tis  past, 
The  world's  forgiven  for  Jesus'  sake. 

»  woild  forgiven  ?  What,  all  the  world  ?  every  child  of  Adam  ?  Tliey 
»  believe  not  on  Christ  and  die  in  their  sins  ?  This  you  cannot  mean ; 
^  yoa  dare  not  assert ;  this,  I  think,  no  mortal  can  suppose.  You  your- 
therefore,  by  "  the  world,"  must  intend  ."  the  believing  world."  And 
yon  offended  at  Aspasio  for  commenting  on  your  text  ?  for  expressing 
inly  what  is  implied  ip  your  own  words  ? 

^  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  house  of  Israel  be  justified."  This  text  Aspasio 
lies,  and  acquiesces  in  the  common  version,  upon  which  you  animadvert : 
i  ooght  unquestionably  to  be  rendered  Oy  or  through  the  Lord."  How 
d  ia  Aspasio's  lot !  If  he  does  not  use  the  exact  language  of  Scripture, 
is  arraigned  at  your  bar — witness  the  preceding  objection ;  if  he  does  use 
t  exact  language  of  Scripture,  as  in  the  present  instance,  you  indict  him 
an  erroneous  translation.  So  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  escape  your 
iBiue. 

In  the  Lard,  you  affirm,  is  not  the  pure  language  of  Scripture ;  it  is  a 
ong  translation,  ^'  and  ought  unquestionably  to  be  rendered  by  or  through 
>  Lord."  Yet,  Quistjuis  adhuc  una  partam  colitasse  Minercam,  Whoever 
I  learnt  Hebrew  no  more  than  a  month,  will  assure  our  English  reader, 
it  the  prefix  b  is  the  very  first  word  in  the  Bible.  Must  it  there  be 
Jdslated  bg  or  through  the  beginning  ?  If  our  young  scholar  have  only 
\  psalter,  he  can  show  the  same  particle  occurring  tlueo  times  within  the 
it  verse  :  In  the  counsel — in  the  way — in  the  seat.  Twice  in  tha  second 
ne :  His  delight  is  in  the  law — in  his  law  will  he  exercise  himself.  Tliree 
Qes  more  in  the  remainder  of  the  Psalm :  *'  Shall  bring  fortli  fruit  in  his 
ison" — "  shall  not  stand  in  judgment" — "  neither  in  the  congregation  of 
9  righteous."  Now  let  the  English  reader  judge  for  himself,  whether  the 
-'brew  prefix  must  "  unquestionably  be  rendered"  in  all  these  places  "  bg 
through."  Bg  or  through  his  season  !  Bg  or  through  tlie  congregation ! 
it  I  stop ;  there  is  no  need  to  apply  all  the  passages.  Neither  is  there 
f  need  of  critical  skill  in  languages  to  determine  concerning  any  one  of 
m.  Common  sense  in  this  case  is  sufficiently  qualified  to  be  our  critic 
L  our  arbitrator.  I  only  wish,  Sir,  you  had  produced  the  evidence  for  the 
'ected  veraion.      Then  the  public  might  have  fieeu  on  "^^Va^  ^^^  N!sv!^ 
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■Betfaing  elae  for  the  ground  of  our  confidence,  and  the  cause  of  our  conaohi- 

on  ;  as  though  it  was  said, 

If  indeed  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  been  an  ordinary  person,  or  merely  a 
"ested  being,  ye  might  well  be  offended  at  my  doctrine :  ye  might  then, 
ith  some  colour  of  reason,  seek  to  the  maxims  of  philosophy  for  wisdom,  or 

I  the  works  of  the  law  for  righteousness.  But  Christ  is  an  immensely' 
lorious  person,  ^'  for  in  him  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  know- 
idge  ;  '^  Christ  is  an  incomparably  exalted  sovereign,  ^^  for  he  is  the  head  of 

II  principalities  and  powers :  **  yea,  Clirist  is  the  supreme  incomprehensible 
ehoTah,  ^^for  in  him  dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhesid  bodily." 
Mug  therefore  transplanted  into  him  by  faith,  ye  are  complete  ;  partakers 
i  him,  3re  have  every  blessing  and  all  good :  thought  cannot  imagine,  nor 
lesire  crave,  anything  farther,  greater,  higher. 

Matchless  privilege  1  Exalted  felicity !  O  may  the  knowledge,  the 
izperimcntal  knowledge  of  it,  fill  our  hearts  as  the  waters  cover  the  abyss 
if  the  sea !  Then  will  we  sing  the  hymn  which  once  expressed  your  senti- 
Dents,  and  still  expresses  mine  : 

Joiot  earth  and  heaven,  to  bless 
The  Lord  our  righteousness. 
The  mystery  of  redemption  this. 

This  the  Saviour's  strange  design  ; 
Man*s  offence  was  counted  his, 

Our*s  his  righteousness  divine. 

In  him  complete  we  shine, 
His  death,  his  life  is  mine. 
Fully  am  I  justified ; 

Free  from  sin,  and  more  than  free ; 
Guiltless,  since  for  me  he  died  ; 

Righteous,  since  he  lived  for  me  *. 

The  text  lately  quoted  from  Isaiah,  is  part  of  a  paragraph  eminent  for  its 
dignity  and  usefulness.  AVc  then  considered  a  fragment  of  it  in  a  critical 
Ti^w ;  let  us  now  examine  the  whole  of  it  with  a  devotional  spirit.  Thus 
examined,  I  trust  it  will  be  no  longer  a  dry  bone,  but  a  feast  of  fat  things 
fill  of  marrow.  Permit  mo  to  propose  a  correct  translation  of  the  original, 
to  add  a  short  illustration  of  the  meaning,  and  then  take  my  leave  for  the 
pKscnt. 

•  ^  Look  unto  me  and  be  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  for  I  am  God, 
md  there  is  none  else  "f*.  By  myself  have  I  sworn ;  the  word  of  righteous- 
i^>B  t*  goeth  out  of  my  mouth,  the  word  shall  not  return.  To  me  every 
inee  shall  bow,  and  every  tongue  shall  swear,  sapng,  Surely  in  the  Lord 
mYe  I  righteousness  §  and  strength.  To  him  shall  men  come  ;  and  all  that 
•e  offended  in  him  shall  be  ashamed.  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of 
nacl  be  justified,  and  in  him  shall  they  glory .'*'' 

*  See  p.  56,  of  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs  :  anonymous,  indeed,  hut  universally  ascrihed 
»  Mr.  Wesley. 

'f  Not  any  person,  nor  anything.  iVb  person  able  to  lend  an  helping  hand :  No  thing 
i|»ble  of  yielding  the  least  assistance. 

X  "  The  word  of  righteousness,*'  signifies,  if  not  the  whole  gospel,  that  precious  doctrine 
%ic1i  is  the  gospel  in  epitome. 

4  JtighUimhneti*  This  is  the  precise  signification  of  the  original,  which  being  in  the 
tural  number,  seems  to  denote  completeneit,  A  righteousness,  perfect,  entire,  and  lack- 
1^  nothing :  having  every  thing  necessary  for  our  pardon,  our  acceptance,  our  everlasting 
oHfleation, 
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Here  the  Son  of  Clo«l  proscnts  himwlf  in  all  the  glories  of  las  pefBoa, 
all  the  richcH  of  hi^  gnu*o  :  presents  himac*lf  as  the  object  of  faith,  aw 
aiitlmr  of  salvation ;  to  l)e  reciMVfd  by  sinners  without  any  recomiiM 
qualities,  or  any  pre-eminence  of  one  above  another.  But  liear  hid  gn 
words  :— 

*'  I^M»k  unt<»  me,*^  wn-tcheil  niineil  transjrressorR,  as  the  wounded  Isn 

looked  unto  thr  brassen  seqirnt.     lAtok.  unto  nie  dying  on  the  cnp»H 

victim,  and  obeying  the  law  as  ytuir  surety.     Not  by  doing,  but  by  lo 

and  believinjr ;  not  bv  vnur  own  di»ed»»,  but  by  mv  works,  and  niv  smi 

**  Ih?  ve  saviil.''*     This  is  the  mysterious,  but  certain  wav  of  salvation. 

shall  ye  Im'  delivered  fn>m  j^iilt,  rescued  from  hell,  and  reconciled  to  G 

AVlio  an*  invited  to  ]iartake  f»f  this  ini*stimablc  benefit  ?     "  All  the  t 

the  earth."     lN*oj»h?  of  ovi-ry  nation  under  heaven  ;  of  ever}*  station  ii 

of  ever}'  ei»ndition  an«l  every  eliaraeter,  not  excepting  the  chiefi'st  of  sin 

Ih  it  ]Hi!3.silde  that  the  obedience  of  one  should  save  innumerable  mill 

It  is  not  only  ]Mis.sible,  but  indubitable.     "  For  1  am  Cioil,'"'  infinite  in  d 

and  ]»ower ;  theri.*fon»  all-»ulfieirnt,  yea,  omnipotc^nt  to  save — to  saves] 

come  unto  nie,  Iw  tlie  muhitud«'sever  so  gn^it,  or  their  causes  ever  8i>  dwp 

Is  nothing  to  Ih*  dnnc  by  trau>»<^reHW)rs  themselves  ?     Arc  no  conditions 

fulfilh'il  on  thf'ir  part?     None — "Tlierois  nought  lK*side  me."     No] 

can  take  any  slian'  in  this  great  transaction.     Nothing  can  in  the  least  * 

eo-opi'rate  with  uiy  merits.     Should  you  add  to  my  ol>edi<'nee  and  dca 

that  saints  havo  j^rrfonnrd,   and  mart}T8  have  endured,  it   woulil  h 

adding  a  ^rain  tf»  the  sauds  of  the*  ocean,  or  a  moment  to  tliedavs  ofcie 

Surli  is  my  eompas^iouate  invitation,  and  this  my  invioLiblc  di'cri'c. 

liavr  (not  only  s|Mik('ii,  but)  **woni  ;*'  sworn  by  mys4?lf  and  all  my  inoMj 

hrusibli'  cxivlh'in'ii's.     "  Thr  word  uf  rii.diteousui'Ss ; "  tliat  which  n'l;i 

thr  graiuh'M  «if  all  Mibjrrts,  and  most  iui]iortant  of  all   intiTcsts.  is  j»ia 

adjusted,  iiud  unaltcrahly  di'UTUiiucd.     Now,  even  now,  "  it  £?<»«■«.  out  u 

month,"  is  drrlan-d  wiili  tln'  utuKtst  solemnity,  and  established  by  vn 

itsrlf.     The  Word  shall  not  rt'tuni,  rither  to  bo  n  pealed  by  nie,  or  fnir't 

by  any  othi-r.      What  is?  Xhv  decnr  ecmfirmed  bv  this  most  lawful  oath  .' 

arc  all  attoutiou  to  hi-ar  it.     '•  To  mi'  cvrrv  knoe  shall  bow."     Kvorv  sj 

man  who  desires  to  inherit  I'ternal  life  shall  submit  to  my  right^-HMi-sms? 

as  an   unworthy  creature,  as  an   obuoxions   eriuiiual,    o])tain    the   bli 

wholly  throui:h   my  atonement.     '•  To  me  every  tonirue  shall  swear." 

man's  su])pr)sed  virtues  ever  so  various,  or  ever  so  splendid,  all  shall  b 

claimed,    and   my   wortliiness  alone   shall   stand.      Renouncing  every 

trust,  they  shall  ri'posi*  the  confiih'uee  of  their  souls  on  me  alone,  and  : 

jMiblic  confession  of  this  their  faith  bef<»re  the  whole  world.     But  wc,  0  '. 

an*  ignorant,  wi»  cannot  order  our  speech  by  reason  of  darkness.     This 

nhall  be  the  form  of  vour  oath,  such  the  tenor  of  your  confession. — 

Sunh/ — It  is  a  most  wonderful,  yet  a  most  faithful  savinjj,  extn 
comfortable  and  ecpialiy  certain.  O///// — not  in  myself,  not  in  a  jmmm 
creature,  but  ///  the  incarnate  -Jehovah  alone,  in  his  divinely  cxcelh^nt  * 
and  unutterahlv  nu'ritorinns  suHerin"'s,  /  /mrr  rtt//tU'Of/ifthVM — a  riMitoov 
without  -"pot,  without  defect,  and  in  all  res]>:cts  consummate  ;  such  as  sai 
every  re<juireiinnt  of  the  law,  and  most  thorouLdily  ex|>iates  all  my  iniqu 
Hueh  as  n  nders  me  eom[»lete]y  aeee\ited  before  u\v  .lvvd'^v\  axvd  cutitlos  i 
vvriluatiw^  life.     From  t\\e  >oyl\v\  kw^sAv^V'^o,  W\c  vet^xvB^  ^\.\\i>\.i 
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the  perpeinal  improvement  of  this  inestimable  pnyilege,  I  have  t^ength 
ny  sanctification^  Now  do  I  indeed  delight  m3r8elf  in  the  Lord,  who, 
ectly  reconciled  and  infinitely  gracioas,  has  done  so  great  things  for  me ; 
do  I  cordially  loTo  my  neighbour,  and  being  so  happy  myself,  unfeignedly 
;  for  his  eternal  happiness,  that  he  may  be  a  partaker  with  me  of  this 
t  salvation. 

0  this  sovereign  decree,  the  prophet  sets  as  it  were  his  seal,  or  else  in  a 
sport  of  joy  he  foretels  the  accomplishment  of  it.  Yes,  my  brethren,  to 
)  even  to  his  gracious  Redeemer,  ihaU  men  come.  I  see  them  flying  aa 
ds  for  multitude,  as  doves  for  speed.  They  believe  the  report  of  his 
lel,  and  receive  of  his  fulness.     Whereas  cUl  they  that  are  offended  in  Atm, 

cannot  away  with  his  doctrine,  which  pours  contempt  upon  all  human 
'Uency,  and  will  allow  no  righteousness  to  avail  but  that  which  is  divine ; 

1  refuse  to  come  unto  him,  poor  and  miserable,  and  stript  of  every  recom- 
dation ;  all  they  shall  be  ashamed.  The  fig-leaves  of  their  own  duties,  or 
r  own  endowments,  shall  neither  adorn  them  for  glory  nor  screen  them 
1  wrath,  but  shall  abandon  them  to  vengeance,  and  cover  them  with 
>le  confusion.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  all  the  seed  of  Israel^  every  true 
iver,  shall  be  justified  in  the  Lord.  Against  those  persons  no  accusation 
1  be  valid,  no  condemnation  shall  take  place.  So  magnificent  is  the 
»ty,  so  surpassingly  efficacious  are  the  merits  of  their  Saviour,  that  in 
they  shall  not  only  confide,  biU  glory ;  not  only  be  safe,  but  triumphant. 
;hed  with  his  incomparable  righteousness,  they  shall  challenge  every 
;rsary,  and  defy  every  danger.  To  this  portion  of  Scripture  I  have  led 
I  your  thouglits,  that  I  might  not  close  with  any  disgusting  sentiments, 
might  leave  a  SM^eet  savour  on  your  mind,  on  the  reader's  mind,  and  on 
mind  of.  Reverend  Sir,  yours,  &c. 
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EVEREND  Sir, — Let  me  now  resume  my  observations  on  your  epistle ; 
:h  I  do,  not  for  the  sake  of  disputing,  but  for  the  cause  of  truth. 
he  gospel  contains  many  sublime  and  glorious  truths.  But  there  is  ono 
;h,  beyond  all  others,  characterizes  its  nature,  its  import,  and  design ; 
;h  makes  it  most  eminently  to  differ  from  every  other  form  of  religion 
essed  or  known  in  the  world ; — I  mean,  the  doctrine  of  free  justification, 
ugh  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  This  is  to  the  religion  of  Jesus,  what 
particular  features  and  turns  of  countenance  are  to  each  individual  person. 
have  sometimes  amused  myself  with  standing  by  a  painter,  and  observing 
at  his  work.  Here  I  have  been  surprised  to  see,  how  much  a  very  little 
ke  would  alter  the  aspect  of  his  draught ;  would  turn  the  gay  into  a 
incholy,  or  the  composed  into  a  frantic  countenance.  Several  of  Mr. 
iley^s  touches  are  to  appearance  small ;  but  I  fear  they  would  be  found 
iafigure,  more  than  a  little,  the  heavenly  portrait ;  and  give  a  new,  not 
native  air,  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  But  I  proceed ;  my  business 
g  to  prove,  not  to  blame. 

Inners  who  betake  themselves  to  the  all-sufficient  Saviour  for  redemption, 
fully  accepted  by  God,  for  his  beloved  Son's  sake.  "  This  is  justification 
ugh  imputed  righteousness,"  says  Aspasio :  ^^  That  remains  to  be  proved^'* 
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nnswin^  Mr.  Wisloy.  I  tliiiik  it  is  pretty  largf^ly,  ami  I  woald  l.opc  k 
fui'tiirily,  jtTovcd  tli'ruiij;li  tlie  wholu  book."  Nny,  I  fiinl  Mr.  Wesley  liin 
iTc  I'liig  ackimwlcilging,  that  "  as  td  tbe  iloctriue  we  are  agrpwU"  Ei: 
tliiTi-fiin'  yciii  liavi'  rrcnivcil  tlie  pnmf  wliirli  you  di'iimnd,  or  cl«p  you 
niiliiiiit  witlirtut  (■<Jiivii'tir>ii,  and  ajn'co  without  cause  of  Hfrrcemcnt. 
to  tiiki'  ailvniitiigi'  i>t'  i-uv\i  fl!p»,  I  would  rntlior  enlarge  upon  wliat  mav 
useful. 

I  wmild  ask  Jlr.  Wi'slcy,  in  what  other  way  sinners  can  be  ju'itifie' 
acivjiffd,  P.1VC  only  through  ini]iute<l  rigliteonsness  ? — ^Tlirougli  tlicir  f 
!_'cioil  (h'l'Jj,  anil  holy  ti'iiipprs?  This  su|iposps  tlic  frails  to  be  good,  w' 
thr  tri'i'  is  ciirriiiit  ;  .irnl  woiild  make  salvation  to  he  of  works,  not  of  pi 
'rhroii;;;h  thi'ir  invii  faitli  standing;  in  the  law  t  Then  they  arc  jiisti 
ln■f■l^'  a  ]"Tfi-et  ( i"d  hy  ati  iniin-rfi-ct  eiitlon-nicnt ;  and  lifu  oteraal  is  obtai 
by  thf  ex.rtiaos  uf  tliJir  own  inind,  not  by  the  merits  of  Jmia  Cbriat,  , 
th.'V  jiiTitifioil  with<Mi(  Liny  riphtiwHsiifSS,  either  wrought  by  themselves 
ri'cc'iveil  *  fiMtn  aiiothcr?  This  is  nn  unwiirthy  tliour>ht;  this  were  an  im 
fiTuMe  ]iraetice — Jehovah  himself  being  Judge.  "lie  that  justiBetb 
wifkeil  is  an  ahoniination  t." 

Siiy  nut,  (ii"l  is  a  free  agent,  and  not  hoinul  to  observe  his  own  law.  I 
rather,  The  rule  i>f  righteousness  revealed  in  the  law  is  his  moat  stead: 
will,  nnc-han^realile  as  bis  nature.  Consider  also  what  tl)ia  law  requires: 
Hatisfaelion  for  sin,  not  defi-etive,  but  eompletidy  sufficient ;  a  pcrformanc' 
)nly,  hut  nhsoliitely  perfect.  Will  God,  in  justify 
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dpletely  eflfecied.  In  this  method,  I  see  a  propriety  and  an  efficacy  that 
tnce  my  donbts,  and  comfort  my  heart.  Accordingly,  it  is  written  in  the 
iptnres,  ^^  Qod  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not 
puting  their  trespasses  unto  them."  God ;  the  work  was  too  arduous 
be  performed  by  a  created  agent ;  therefore  God  himself  icds  in  Christ. 
»ne  less  than  the  almighty  Lord  could  execute  the  business.  But  if  he 
dertake  it,  how  successfully  must  it  be  carried  on,  and  how  gloriously 
ished  !  Reconciling  the  world;  not  setting  poor  transgressors  to  reconcile 
onselves,  but  himself  contriving  all,  providing  all,  doing  and  suffering  all, 
kt  was  needful  for  this  great  purpose.  Being  himself  the  creditor,  the 
>nsor,  and  payer  of  the  debt,  how  was  all  this  brought  to  pass  ?  By  not 
jputing  our  trespaeeee  unto  u»  ;  but  taking  them  all  upon  himself;  bearing 
veOl  all,  in  his  own  body,  upon  the  tree  ;  and  sustaining  the  vengeance  due 
all  our  crimes.  Thus  was  the  Holy  One  and  the  just  ^^  made  sin  for  us ; 
it  wo  (sinful  dust  and  ashes)  might  (m  the  very  same  manner)be  made  the 
hteousness  of  God  in  him."  The  former  could  be  only  by  imputation ; 
i  so  only  can  be  the  latter. 

If  men  talk  of  being  accepted  for  Christ's  sake,  yet  reject  the  imputation 
righteousness,  they  must  have  very  inadequate  notions  concerning  the 
fttion  which  Christ  bears  to  his  people,  and  the  nature  of  his  mediatorial 
dertaking.  Does  this  seem  obscure?  I  explain  myself:  A  person  may  con- 
st himself  so  honourably  and  excellently,  as,  on  account  of  his  worthy  deeds, 
obtain  favour  in  behalf  of  another ;  and  this  without  being  his  surety,  or 
filing  like  his  proper  righteousness.  Witness  the  famous  instance  of  the 
0  brothers,  Amyntas  and  .^Ischylus.  The  former  was  a  gallant  hero,  who 
>osed  his  life,  and  lost  his  arm  in  the  defence  of  his  country  :  the  latter 
8  an  abandoned  and  infamous  profligate,  whose  crimes  had  brought  him  to 
•  bar  of^  public  justice.  The  hero,  on  the  day  of  trial,  appeared  as  an 
rocatc  for  his  brother.  He  spoke  nothing,  but  only  lifted  up  to  view  the 
inied  and  dismembered  arm.  This  silent  oratory  struck  the  assembly,  and 
aded  so  powerfully  that  the  criminal  was  unanimously  acquitted.  Here 
B  an  acquittal  of  one,  in  consideration  of  the  merits  of  another ;  but  then 
obnoxious  party  had  no  special  interest  in  those  merits.  They  were  not 
[uircd  or  exercised  with  a  particular  reference  to  his  good.  He  could  not 
',  They  are  mine.  Neither  did  they  make  him,  in  any  degree  or  in  any 
83,  righteous.  Whereas,  the  reverse  of  all  this  is  true  with  regard  to  Jesus 
rist  and  justified  sinners.  This  you  and  I,  Sir,  have  asserted.  Let  us 
rer  retract  the  good  confession.  But,  as  it  is  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  let 
Btill  and  for  ever  say, 

In  him  complete  we  shine  ; 
Because 

Ours  is  righteonsness  divine. 

rheron,  speaking  of  the  terms  inherent  and  imputed^  calls  them  nice  dis- 
ctions  and  metaphysical  subtilties.  Mr.  Wesley  makes  Aspasio  apply 
i  depreciating  remark  to  the  active  and  passive  righteousness  of  Christ. 
bereas,  he  says  no  such  thing  ;  he  means  no  such  thing.  He  is  treating 
a  subject  totally  different.  And  were  he  to  maintain  such  a  sentiment, 
ny  one  roust  observe,  it  would  entirely  overthrow  his  whole  scheme. 
^*  You  oblige  us  to  make  use  of  metaphj'^ical  subtilties,  by  confounding 
Me  very  different  ideas,  that  is,  Christ's  active  and  passive  righteousness." 

K   K 
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I  oould  haidlj  believe  my  eyes  for  some  time,  though  both  of  them  i 
that  this  was  produced  as  a  quotation  from  Aspasio.  In  which  pb 
for  a  considerable  space  before  and  after,  the  subject  of  debate  is  the  ii 
between  inkerfnt  and  imputeil  righteousness.  I  was,  I  own,  qmte  t( 
see  Aspasio  so  maltreatiHl ;  his  discourse  so  misriqircsented ;  and  s 
regard  paid  to  literary  justice.  And  glad  I  am,  that  I  did  not  give ' 
my  thoughts  just  at  that  instant.  I  might  have  been  too  warm,  i 
have  spared  the  rod.  But  upon  cooler  consideration  I  began  to  recoi 
the  prescription  of  Horace  was  of  service, 

Amara  lento  tempent  risa. 

I  began  to  call  your  conduct,  not  artifice  or  slight  of  hand,  but  inoo 
or  thought  misapplied.  As  you  had  been  tliinking  so  long  upon  thi 
topic,  it  dwelt  upon  your  imagination,  kept  this  from  your  attentioD, ; 
you  both  to  mistake  and  to  miscal  things.  Like  a  certain  preachei 
having  lost  his  fortune  in  the  bubbles  of  the  year  17109  and  having  o 
to  mention  the  deliverance  of  the  Israelites  from  Egypt,  told  his  id 
that  Pharoah  and  his  host  were  all  drowned  in  the  South  Sea !  Pom 
He  meant  the  Red  Sea. 

Mr.  Wesley  proceeds  :  ^*  We  do  not  confound  the  active  and  passive 
eousness."  Does  Aspasio,  Sir  ?  he  that  considers  them  particularly  ai 
tinctly?  he  that  examines  each  with  a  critical  and  minute  exactncs 
this  be  to  confound,  order  and  confusion  have  changed  their  nature. 

*^  Neither  do  we  separate  them."  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  und( 
what  you  mean  by  separating  the  active  and  passive  righteousness 
I/ord.  Sepamting  them  as  to  their  influence  ?  Then  you  must  be  s 
this  is  never  done  by  Aspasio.  You  cannot  but  know,  that  he  dit 
such  a  n'finement.  lie  protests  against  such  a  practice.  Do  yon 
treating  tlieni  as  tiling  really  distinct,  though  always  uniting  their  a^ 
Tlien  am  I  at  a  hwa  to  n^concile  Mr.  Wesley  with  himself.  For  in  tli 
next  paragraph  he  tlius  expresses  himself :  "  Through  the  merits  of  1 
and  death,  evcrj'  Iwliever  is  justified."  Are  not  the  merits  of  his  li 
distinguislied  from  the  merits  of  his  death  ?  Does  not  the  former  exp 
denote  his  active,  the  latter  Iiis  passive  obedience  ?  Or  would  you  be 
stood  to  mean,  ^^Tlirougli  the  merits  of  his  life,  which  are  nothing  el 
tlie  merits  of  his  di*atli  ? "  If  yuu  would  not  speak  in  this  mani 
unworthy  of  your  better  judgment,  you  do  the  very  thing  which  you 
Tliis  is  done  still  more  apparently  in  one  of  your  hymns,  where  we  s 
only  a  separation,  but  a  distinct  use  and  application  of  the  sq 
subjects : 

Grant  this,  O  Lord,  for  thou  hast  died 

That  I  might  be  forgiven  ; 
Thou  hast  the  righteousness  supplied, 

For  which  I  merit  hearen. 

I  could  easily  excuse  Mr.  Wesley  for  being  a  little  inconsistent  witl 
self,  did  he  not  also  venture  to  confront  the  apostle  by  the  following  ass 
"  Neither  have  we  any  autliority  from  Scripture,  for  either  thinl 
speaking  of  one  separate  from  the  other."  Dues  not  St.  Paul  in  one  ] 
speak  of  the  obedience,  in  another  of  the  death,  of  Christ  ?  Does  he 
one  place  enlarge  upon  thcrightcou8nckesa^\Tv^Tio\^v^i\i'^'DL^^\\<(aK^ 
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BO,  we  havo  an  aathority  from  Scripture,  we  liave  the  example  of  the 
efest  apoade,  for  this  way  of  thinking  and  speaking. 
^e  have  also  a  concurrent  testimony  from  the  genius  and  import  of  the 
pnal  language.  Do  not  vnwcori  and  diiauoavvri  signify  somewhat  different 
01  oifta  and  BavoTos  ?  Are  there  any  approved  writers  who  use  these  words 
»miscu6usly,  as  so  many  synonymous  and  convertihle  terms?  If  not, 
voice  of  grammar  will  vindidtte  the  propriety  of  our  conduct,  while 
assign  a  separate  discourse  to  each  subject,  and  exhibit  them  severally  in 
'■  most  distinct  view. 

i^te  not  light  and  heat  always  united  in  the  sun  ?  Is  the  naturalist  to 
me  who  considers  them  distinctly,  and  examines  each  property  in  a 
•rate  treatise  ?  You  would  commend  this  practice  in  the  philosopher,  as 
»  way  to  enter  thoroughly  into  the  knowledge  of  his  subject ;  and  why 
luld  you  explode  or  censure  it  in  the  Christian  divine  ?  Are  not  tlieolo- 
al  truths  as  worthy  of  a  circumstantial  and  accurate  investigation  as 
loeophical  ?  Will  they  not  as  amply  reward  our  diligence,  and  yield  as 
li  advMitage  to  the  serious  inquirer  ? 

^  The  righteousness  which  justifies  sinners,  is  already  wrought  out,"  says 
pasio :  ^^  A  crude  unscriptural  expression,"  replies  Mr.  Wesley.  It  may 
■0.  But  if  the  expression  b  plain  and  true,  I  will  sit  down  content, 
is,  however,  you  will  allow  me  to  observe  that  it  is  no  new  one,  and  is 
>  far  from  scriptural.  Worketh  righteousneis^  you  know,  is  a  scriptural 
■ase.  Does  the  word  out  spoil  it,  or  the  word  already  ?  1  suppose  the 
ier  may  be  most  offensive.  Yet  you  speak,  in  this  very  paragraph,  of 
Dg  ''justified  by  the  merits  of  Christ's  life  and  death."  Are  not  these 
tiers  already  transacted  ?  Is  not  the  merit  of  them  already  perfect  ? 
can  any  language  express  these  things  more  clearly,  and  affirm  them  more 
mgly,  than  those  emphatical  words  in  one  of  your  own  hymns  ? — 

Let  us  for  this  faith  contend, 
Sure  salvation  is  its  end :  * 

Hesiven  already  is  begun. 
Everlasting  life  is  won. 

Pardon  me  then.  Sir,  if  I  still  suspect,  that  the  doctrine  and  its  conse- 
nces,  rather  than  the  expression  and  its  crudity,  awaken  your  jealous}'. 
this  doctrine  be  admitted,  if  the  justifying  righteousness  be  already 
night,  it  must  absolutely  overturn  all  your  prerequisites,  qualifications, 
1  conditions— conditions  of  repentance,  obedience,  and  I  know  not  what 
ides.  We  must  say  to  every  one  of  them,  as  Jehu  said  to  the  messengers 
loram.  What  hast  thou  to  do  with  the  grand  article  of  justification  ? 
;'thee  behind  me.  Could  they  be  fulfilled,  they  would  come  a  day  too 
! ;  like  the  sickle,  when  the  harvest  is  reaped.  Could  they  be  fulfilled  in 
their  imaginary  dignity,  they  would,  in  this  relation,  be  needless ;  like  a 
posal  for  augmenting  the  splendour  of  thi'  sun. 

'The  righteousness  which  justifies  sinful  man,  was  set  on  foot  when  God 
t  forth  his  Son  from  the  habitation  of  his  holiness  and  glory,  to  be  bom  of 
'Oman,  and  made  subject  to  the  law :  it  was  carried  on  through  the  whole 
rse  of  oar  Saviour's  life,  in  which  he  always  did  such  things  as  were  pleas- 
to  his  heavenly  Father.  It  was  completed  at  that  ever-memorable,  that 
Dd.  period,  when  the  blessed  Immanuel  bowed  his  dying  hea(^  and  cried 
li  a  strong  triumphant  voice,  It  is  finished."     Upon  thb  extract  from 
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turn  over  my  Soncca ;  because  I  can 
truth  adorning  and  enriching  their  \ 
golden  vein  in  their  works,  1  will  imr 
them ;    and  will  do  the  philosophers  i 
denies  them  ;  I  will  not  call  their  philo 
and  the  power  of  God."     A  righteous 
obtained  for  us!    The  former  divine! 
understood,  make  us,  beyond  all  the  1 
habitually  enjoyed,  will,  more  effectually 
or  exhortations  to  virtue,  render  us  holy. 

A.  divine  righteousness  (pardon  me  1 
already  wrought !     A  great  redemption  ) 
abasement,  the  ignominy,  the  indigniti> 
blood  of  onr  Saviour ;  yea,  of  our  God,  " 
a  servant,  a  slave,  an  execrable  malefaotoi 
philosophers  teach  ?     What  like  this  do  a 
to  stab  our  pride,  to  tame  our  fury,  and  \ 
benevolence,  to  inflame  our  devotion ;  t< 
salvation  ?" 

^*'  The  plain  truth  is,  Christ  lived  and 
be  sure,  then,  since  every  man  is  not  sav 
to  make  their  salvation  possible."  From 
opinion  to  be,  that  Christ,  by  his  life  and 
of  salvation ;  which  salvation  is  to  beconr 
and  conditions,  bringing  with  us  prerequi 
take  you.  Sir,  in  this  case,  you  have  nothi 
my  supposition.  This  exculpates  you  at 
nay.  As  Christ  made  us,  and  not  we  ourse 
and  not  we  ourselves.  No  human  endr 
but  Christ  alo«<»  ^^  ai- 
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yedieiice  of  faith ;  the  obedience  suited  to  the  name  of  Jesus ;  obedience  to 
L«  fiist  and  great  command  of  the  gospel.  Beyond  all  other  expedients,  it 
crudes  boasting ;  and  at  the  same  time  produces  that  genuine  love,  that 
liai  fear,  which  the  law  of  works  requires  in  vain. 

Only  to  make  a  thing  possible,  and  to  effect  it,  are  widely  different.  When 
MX  king  fits  out  a  fleet,  and  gives  his  admiral  a  commission  to  harass  the 
r^ench  coasts,  and  destroy  the  French  shipping,  he  makes  the  thing  pos- 
Me ;  but  to  carry  the  design  into  execution,  to  accomplish  the  enterprise 
>'w  become  practicable,  is  a  far  more  arduous  task,  and  a  far  more  honourable 
sliieTement.  How  strangely  do  those  writers  derogate  from  the  dignity  and 
oiy  of  the  Redeemer,  who  would  ascribe  to  him  what  corresponds  with  the 
rmer,  and  attribute  to  man  what  bears  a  resemblance  to  the  latter ! 

If  Christ  only  made  our  salvation  possible,  then  we  are  to  execute  the 
■Ml ;  we  are  to  face  the  enemy,  to  sustain  the  charge,  and  silence  the  bat- 
ay;  we  are  to  climb  the  steep,  to  enter  the  breach,  and  bring  off  the 
Mndards ;  and  so,  in  all  reason,  the  honour  and  praise  must  be  our  own. 
^ereas,  the  gospel  gives  all  .the  honour  to  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation : 
[«  bore  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  dreadful  day  :  He  made  reconciliation  for 
aqmty,  and  brought  in  everlasting  righteousness :  so  that  all  our  officious 
attempts,  like  a  pinnace  arriving  after  the  victory,  should  be  t^d,  *'  it  is 
Eiished ;'  the  great  salvation  is  already  wrought.  And  instead  of  being  dis- 
k-^isfied  or  disappointed,  methinks  we  should  rejoice,  unfeignedly  rejoice,  in 
ye  accomplishment  of  the  glorious  work. 

If  it  should  occur  to  the  reader's  mind,  that  the  Christian  life  is  rcpre- 
iiited  as  a  warfare ;  and  that  we  ourselves  are  commanded  to  fight,  though 
dder  the  banner  of  our  divine  Leader  :  to  this  doubt  I  would  answer.  The 
■naanite  is  still  in  the  land ;  we  fight,  not  to  gain  the  country,  but  only  to 
ftbdue  the  rebels. 

**  Whoever  perverts  so  glorious  a  doctrine,  shews  he  never  believed.**' 
his  may  be  the  substance  of  what  Aspasio  maintains,  though  not  repre- 
nted  so  fully  or  so  clearly  as  he  has  expressed  himself ;  however,  such  a 
oall  wrong  we  will  readily  excuse.  It  was  done  with  no  sinister  inten- 
OD,  but  for  the  sake  of  brevity. 

To  this  position  Mr.  Wesley  replies,  "  Not  so."  That  is,  they  did  really 
|d  truly  believe ;  but  after  their  belief  they  apostatised  and  fell  from  the 
oth  :  they  were  some  time  the  members  of  Christ,  and  temples  of  the  Holy 
Hiost ;  but,  quickly  severed  from  their  divine  head,  they  became  the  slaves 
t  the  devil,  and  brands  for  the  everlasting  burning:  their  names  were 
|deed  written  in  heaven  ;  but  it  seems  the  heavenly  records  were  less  faith- 
ll  than  the  parish  register ;  they  were  quickly  erased,  and  their  place  in  the 
Dok  of  life  knew  them  no  more.  Or  thus :  they  did  as  really  and  truly 
elieve,  as  those  who  are  now  in  the  mansions  of  glory ;  but,  after  their  true 
.nowledge  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ;  after  their  full  conviction  of  his  suf- 
«aency  and  faithfulness  for  their  salvation,  even  such  as  inclined  and  enabled 
bmn  to  put  their  trust  in  him  alone  for  their  acceptance  with  God,  they 
Pne  disappointed.  Though  Christ  called  them  his  sheep,  as  thus  hearing 
|l  voice,  yet  he  did  not  give  unto  them  eternal  life  according  to  his  pro- 
~nie,  but  suffered  Satan  to  pluck  them  out  of  his  hand. 

These  sentimenis  have  no  very  probable,  much  less  have  they  a  pleasing  or 


an  meir  professions,  still  carnal,  and 

31  r.  AVesloy  produces  a  text  fror 

objection.     Tliey  who  "  turn  bsick  j 

tlic  pollutions  of  the  world  through 

elsewhere  I  perceive  the  cannon  roar 

this  picco  of  sacred  artillery  can  be  bi 

sary  to  prove,  that  the  knowledge  ol 

always  signifies  true  faith.     In  some  \ 

it  signifies  no  such  thing.     ^^  Though 

yot  even  with  this  specious  endown^^ 

knowledge,  says  the  same  author,  whi 

the  soul  in  godliness,  pufFeth  up  with 

Simon  the  sorcerer,  though  in  the  gall  c 

had  *^  knowledge  of  the  things  which  a 

name  of  Jesus  Christ ;"  nay,  that  he  s 

portion  in  the  inestimable  blessing. 

Let  U8  attend  to  the  apostlc^s  manner, 

interpretation  upon  the  phrase,  as  it  is  ut 

people  are  not  described  like  the  true 

epistle.     Here  is  no  mention  of  their  beii 

l»eing  bom  again  by  the  incorruptible  set 

by  the  Spirit."     Tliey  are  only  said  to  hj 

world."     Again,  The  word  expressive  ol 

denotes  the  grossest  excesses,  and  most  S( 

their  abstaining  from  such  abominations  i 

a  negative  goodness,  or  a  mere  external  i 

restrained  only,  not  subdued.     Therefore 

overcome  by  their  old  corruptions.     It 

never  considers  these  persons  as  new  en 

name  than  the  doer  anH  ♦i"- 
•11  ^'    • 
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ge,  Sir,  may  you  and  I  teach ;  in  this  knowledgo  may  our  hearers  and 
uders  abound ;  and  may  the  diTine  power  give  us,  by  means, of  this  know- 
Lge,  all  things  pertaining  to  life  and  godliness. 

**  The  goodness  of  God  leadeth  to  repentance."  ''  This  is  unquestionably 
le,"  says  Mr.  Wesley ;  ^^  but  the  nice  metaphysical  doctrine  of  imputed 
rfaieousness — ."  Should  you  not  rather  have  said,  the  nice  metaphysical 
nue  f  since,  as  to  the  doctrine,  we  are,  according  to  your  own  confession, 
reed ;  bound,  therefore,  each  of  us  equally  bound,  to  clear  it  of  the  conse- 
enccs  with  which  it  may  be  charged  by  the  author  of  the  Preservative,  or 
Y  other  objector.  And  as  to  the  phrase,  I  cannot  understand  by  what 
Uiority  Mr.  Wesley  calls  it  metaphysuxU,  Theron,  it  is  true,  uses  the 
urd,  and  applies  it  to  the  present  subject ;  but  does  not  Mr.  Wesley  know, 
it  Theron  often  personated  an  enemy,  and  speaks  the  language  of  unbelief? 
\  pleased.  Sir,  to  explain  your  term,  and  show  in  what  sense  it  is  compati- 
I  with  this  article  of  my  faith  :  ^^  I  am  acquitted  and  counted  righteous 
fore  God,  only  through  the  imputation  of  my  Saviour's  obedience  and 
ftih ; "  which  is,  both  in  style  and  sentiment,  truly  evangelical,  but  in  no 
giee,  that  I  can  discern,  metaphysical. 

When  Mr.  Wesley  adds,  *^  This  leads  not  to  repentance,  but  to  licentious- 
m,"  he  speaks  what  we  understand,  not  what  we  allow.  Will  any  one 
f,  that  speculative  reasoning  upon  the  goodness  of  God,  or  contemplating 
iMurely  in  our  ideas,  leadeth  to  repentance ;  but  ^when  we  taste  and  enjoy, 
len  we  apply  and  appropriate,  his  profusely  rich  liberality  in  Christ,  we 
i  thereby  prompted  to  neglect,  abuse,  and  dishonour  our  great  Dene&ctor  ? 

shall  it  be  said,  the  divine  goodness,  manifested  in  common  providence, 
d  inferior  instances,  tends  to  awaken  love,  and  work  godliness ;  but  the 
nc  divine  goodness,  shining  forth  in  the  most  illustrious  manifestation  that 
in  or  angels  ever  knew ;  shining  forth  with  a  glory,  a  richness,  a  perfection, 
ficient  to  transport  heaven  and  earth  with  joy  unspeakable — this  goodness 
ids  to  excite  contempt  of  God,  and  to  cherish  carnal  indulgence  ?     Such 

insinuation,  so  depreciatory  to  the  righteousness  of  the  blessed  Jesus,  I 
d  much  rather  have  heard  in  a  Jewish  synagogue,  than  have  seen  in  Mr. 
esley's  writings. 

N'o,  Sir ;  this,  and  this  alone,  leadeth  a  sinner  to  repentance.  Not  all  the 
inificence  of  the  Deity,  neither  the  rain  from  heaven  nor  fruitful  seasons, 
ither  the  fatness  of  the  earth  nor  the  abundance  of  the  seas,  can  take  away 
}  enmity  of  our  nature,  and  reconcile  our  affections  to  God.  Nothing, 
thing  but  a  sense  of  pardon  and  acceptance,  through  the  work  finished  on 
imanuel's  cross.  If  you  please  to  review  the  text,  you  will  not  affirm  that 
i  apostle  is  asserting  the  efficacious  influence  of  providential  goodness  on 
i  hearts  of  men.  He  is  evidently  inveighing  against  the  gross  and  almost 
aeral  abuse  of  such  bounty.  Though  it  ought,  it  does  not  produce  gratitude 
I  duty.  It  would  indeed  upon  upright,  but  it  does  not  thus  operate  upon 
praved  minds.  No  cause  is  adequate  to  this  effect,  but  free  justification 
rough  Jesus  Christ. 

'*  The  believer  cannot  but  add  to  his  faith,  works  of  righteousness." 
during  his  first  love,"  says  Mr.  Wesley,  "  this  is  often  true  ;  but  it  is  not 
le  afterwards,  as  we  know  and  feel  by  melancholy  experience."  HoWp 
: !  do  you  yourself  feel  this  ?  Where,  then,  is  your  sinless  perfection  I 
o  they  be  perfect,  whose  love  ceases  to  glow,  and  whose  aseal  loses  V^ 
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y  <  Tiwi  Srr.  Wi'-ili/y  liimaplf  make  this  confcBaion  f  Let  him  thai 
111  I1-.  aii'l  Iti  n-  -;iv  witli  iiivaruiLIc  stoiidfastncss,  and  with  iDcrcasine 
L.lr.  111.^-..!  }.-  11.1,1  f,,,  iM-rf.-vti-.ii  in  Ji'Hus  Clirist. 
yi.ii  1.  :irii,  >'\\.  uli,[t  I-  li.  ii'  ai'knowlcdgoJ,  by  observntions  nmde  upon 
;  '['Ir.  II  tlhisf  iillii  r.-,  I  ii|i[iri;hi'ud,  if  thty  do  not  exercise  themaelTit 
d  worki^,  I'itliiT  Iiuvl<  nu  faitli.  and  deceive  both  you  and  thenHelvn; 
L'  tbcy  intiTiiiit  niid  discontinue  the  exertion  of  their  faith  ;  wfaidi 
r  dL'tr.-ii'Lj  friiiii  t]ii>  ciTicaey  of  the  principle,  nor  diBproves  Aspuio't 
\i.  It  i»  ni>t  Eiiiil,  the  believer  never  trips  nor  falters  in  the  coutie  of 
ndii'iiec  ;  but  be  always  adds  to  his  faith  the  duties  and  workaof 
nil'.  Wlii'ncvLT  tlie  former  lU't^,  the  latter  constantly  cnsne.  So 
.1-  \\L-  live  by  tlu'  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  we  shall  not  fail  to  bring 
ilmsr  fruits  of  ri^'bteouaness  which  are  through  Jesue  Chriat. 
'  \~  strongly  inaintaiiii-d  by  Aspasio  in  another  place  :  "  It  is  aa  impoe- 
<r  itic  siiii  til  he  in  liia  meridian  height,  and  not  dissipate  darkness  OT 
Iil'  I  .i~  fir  r.iitb  tit  exist  in  the  soul,  and  not  exalt  the  temper  and 
I  im  t."  This  ie  very  forcibly  implied  in  our  Lord's  intetro- 
-.  i]pli'-,  ^Vliera  is  your  faith?  It  must  be  dormant  and 
('  ,  1:1  ■  !'■'  -N|i  of  the  trees  in  winter,  or  like  tlie  faculty  of  ivaaoniog 
,ip;  utburwiw,  it  would  banish  your  fears,  even  amidst  the  noting 
,  and  jiroduec  nu  undaunted  confidence  in  God  your  Saviour.  'I^ 
1  of  all  thi.'^  i:<,  to  evince  the  wisdom  of  the  gospel,  wbic-h  layssudii 
u]uin  fiulli ;  m  frei|iu'iitly  urges  the  necessity  of  faith,  above  and  before 
rijiriiLiiLiiiL:  it  as  the  principal  work  of  the  divine  Spirit,  andth* 
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any  sacrifice,  yet  we  beoeech  thee  to  accept  this  our  boundcn  duty  and  ser- 
vice." When  you  criticise  upon  Aspasio,  the  note  is  changed,  and  this  is  the 
purport  of  your  strain,  "  We  beseech  thee  to  accept  us  on  account  of  these 
our  serrices,  for  we  do  them,  O  Lord,  with  a  professed  yiew  to  this  end." 
To  implore  acceptance  for  our  duties,  confesses  them  to  be  mean  and  con- 
temptible ;  whereas,  to  expect  acceptance  on  their  account,  strongly  intimates 
their  excellency  ;  that  they  are  worthy  in  a  very  high  degree,  so  as  to  obtain 
fttvour,  not  for  themselves  only,  but  for  a  miserable  creature  also,  who  con- 
fesses himself  subject  to  manifold  sins. 

I  said,  "  on  account  of ; "  for  if  you  obey  in  order  to  your  final  acceptance, 
snrely  you  must  expect  final  acceptance  and  eternal  life  on  account  of  your 
own  obedience.  A  poor  object  displays  his  sores,  and  relates  his  distress,  in 
order  to  obtain  your  alms :  does  he  not  then  expect  your  alms  on  account  of 
his  sores,  his  distress,  and  his  piteous  tale  ?  What  a  coalition  is  here  between 
Mr.  Wesley  and  the  subjects  of  the  triple  crown  !  I  find  the  whole  council 
of  Trent  establishing  bis  sentiments  by  their  anathematizing  decree.  These 
are  their  words:  ^'If  any  one  shall  say  that  the  righteous  ought  not  for 
their  own  good  works  to  expect  the  eternal  reward  through  the  merits  of 
Jesos  Christ,  let  him  be  accursed,"  De  Bon.  Oper.  Can.  xxvi.  Do  you 
flpeak  of  the  merit  of  Christ  ?  So  do  they.  Do  you,  in  some  sense,  allow 
Christ  to  be  the  foundation  ?  So  do  they.  Are  your  works  to  rear  the 
edifice,  and  perform  the  most  respectable  part  of  the  business  ?     So  are  theirs. 

By  this  time,  I  believe,  the  thoughtful  reader  will  guess  the  reason  why 
yott  oppose  and  decry  imputed  righteousness.  You  are  solicitous,  it  seems, 
not  barely  for  works  of  obedience,  but  for  their  value  and  credit  in  the  affair 
of  salvation ;  for  their  significancy  and  influence  in  winning  the  good  will  of 
Jehovah.  Since  this  is  your  notion,  you  may  well  be  offended  at  Christ's 
imputed  righteousness.  This  will  admit  of  no  partner  or  coadjutor.  This, 
Sir,  in  the  case  of  justification,  pours  contempt  upon  all  your  most  laborious 
exercises,  and  admired  attainments.  Yea,  this  being  divine  and  inconceivably 
ctxcellent,  pours  all  around  a  blaze  of  glory,  in  which  all  our  puny  doings  are 
lost,  as  the  stars  in  the  meridian  sunshine. 

**  We  obey  in  order  to  our  final  acceptance.  Mcthinks  this  discovers  no 
more  gratitude  than  wisdom.  Is  it  not  an  officious  indignity  to  that  noble 
goodness  which  has  set  forth  Jesus  Christ  for  a  propitiation  ?  Is  it  not  a 
contemptuous  disregard  of  that  heavenly  voice  which  said,  with  so  much 
solemnity,  "  in  him  I  am  well  pleased,"  with  the  children  of  mtn.  Does 
this  exalt,  does  it  not  degrade,  the  Saviour  ?  Docs  it  mortify,  does  it  not 
cherish,  the  pride  of  man  ?  According  to  this  scheme,  the  merits  of  our 
Lord  are  the  foundation,  not  immediately  of  our  acceptance,  but  of  that 
situation  only  in  which  we  are  supposed  capable  of  acquiring  it  ourselves. 
They  are,  in  short,  no  more  than  a  mere  pedestal,  on  which  human  worth,  or 
rather  human  vanity,  may  stand  exalted,  and  challenge  the  favour  of  Heaven. 

Ah,  Sir  !  Acceptance  with  God  is  an  immensely  rich  and  glorious  bless- 
ing ;  a  high  and  transcendently  precious  privilege  :  incomparably  too  high 
and  glorious  to  be  obtained,  in  any  degree,  by  such  mean  obedience  as  yours 
and  mine.  Tlie  pardon  of  rebels  against  the  King  of  kings !  The  reception 
of  leprous  sinners  into  the  bosom  of  heaven !  Shall  such  effects — than  which 
nothing  can  be  greater ;  shall  such  benefits — than  which  nothltv^  casL  \s^ 
riefaer — be  aecribed  to  human  obedience  ?     WViat  \>\x\,  V\2i^  ^«r}  ^v^t^k^w^s^  ^ 
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our  disease  can  have  occaaioncd,  or  t»u  awiHitil  for,  a  tliought  nu  vxtntna  i^ 
absurdity  ?  ^Slmll  we,  sordid  wretches,  with  oiir  ulmmiu  sdcvs,  our  wit' 
limbs,  and  a  stupor  over  all  our  fncultiis ;  ahull  we  think  i^iirsclvr*  able  u 
du  something  fur  liin)  who  Ht'edotli  not  the  ecrviRo  of  ntigi^U  f  Najr,  iu  lU 
Bometliing  coQaidi^mble  enough  to  round  u  claim  to  that  InliBui-udrnt  htn 
and  happiness,  the  ligh^,  of  his  crjuntcnaoiie  Q  Our  adoiation  1  Oot  thai 
givings  I  Onr  praises  1  Onr  ])rayvra  !  Our  pre»chinj{ !  (Jur  aacranic 
dnties!  What  are  thoy  all  but  filthy  ra^  (Iwi.  \xiv.  tt.)  eompurd  wittths 
inconceivahlf  hulinesa  and  glory  i  What  part  of  his  work  do  we  attaniri, 
but  WD  debase  it  with  our  deplorable  impvrftictiraia,  or  puUute  it  witli  vu 
Tery  tonch  1  Sliamo  then  belongs  tu  ue,  fihaino  and  confiuion  of  fncc,  wliw- 
ever  we  look  to  ourstilves,  or  our  own  performancea ;  whilu  all  uur  comiu^ 
all  our  hope,  is  to  bo  derived  from  the  only  righteous  one,  Chrint  Jtxut. 

If  we  know  not  enough  of  our  own  meannesa  and  impotcnoy,  let  u*  liidM 
to  the  prophet,  Isaiah  xl.  lA,  IG,  IJ.  In  order  to  our  acceptance  mtk  Gn^ 
he  informs  us,  I^ebauon  with  all  her  stately  (.-edars  is  not  sulfidiTnt  to  hurt, 
nor  all  the  lieaats  that  rangts  through  her  L'sti'nsive  shades  Buflicii<nt  fer  t 
burnt^offeiing.  Nations,  whole  nntionn,  avail  no  more  than  ningto  pcrmw. 
Should  they  unite  their  abiiitius,  and  axcrt  all  tkitir  efiurta,  tu  du  soiaPthiii|; 
which  may  recommend  them  to  JoboVah  ;  all  would  be  mean,  inn0i;ctinL 
despicable.  Mean,  aa  the  drop  of  n  buckt-t  wlilah  falls  t»  tll<^  ground,  uA 
none  regards  it ;  inefTcctual  na  the  dust  upon  the  balanoe,  which  wants  «nt 
that  small  degree  of  impetus  ni.'M.«3ary  to  turn  the  most  nicely  jxiUed  dalca; 
dcfipicable  aa  the  atom  that  floats  in  the  uir,  and  has  not  weight  eOQUghb 
settle  itself  on  any  object.     Should  you  reply.  In  all  these  things  then  i 

inmc:    thoiiirh    vcrv  liiVln    RiiKntflTici' :    tlio    nrnnbpt.   fnrtlipr    HHj.imK.    thai  ill 
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i  OentHe  converts,  require  theni  to  renounce  Christ,  and  relapse  into  mere 
daism  ?  Neither  is  this  at  all  supposable.  They  only  required  such  a 
aformity,  *'  in  order  to  their  acceptance  through  his  merits,"  which  they 
ver  rejected,  hut  only  placed  as  a  foundation  for  their  ovm. 
What  then  can  be  meant  by,  "  Christ  shall  profit  you  nothing,  if  ye  be 
'cumcised  ?"  If  ye  make  circumcision,  or  any  thing  whatever  besides  the 
rhteousness  of  Christ,  necessary  to  your  acceptance  with  God,  ye  shall 
leive  no  advantage  from  all  that  the  Redeemer  has  done  or  suffered  ?  This 
to  halt  between  works  and  grace,  between  Christ  and  self :  and  such 
vided  regard  he  will  inter])ret  as  an  afiront  rather  than  an  acceptable 
»mage.  Indeed,  this  is  in  Christians  the  grand  apostasy.  By  this  they 
ny  the  sufficiency  of  their  Saviour  s  most  consummate  righteousness.  They 
at  themselves  entirely  out  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  must  expect  no 
Ivation  but  by  doing  the  whole  law. 

This  is  the  awful  apostolic  caution :  to  which  let  me  subjoin  the  plain 
»ostolic  instruction.  Ye  are  accepted^  says  St.  Paul,  not  partially,  but 
itirely ;  not  occasionally,  but  finally  in  the  Beloved,  All  acceptance,  of 
hatever  kind,  or  whatever  date,  is  wholly  in  him,  not  in  any  thing  of  our 
en.  The  author  to  the  Hebrews  affirms,  that  Christ  *^  hath  obtained 
demption,  not  left  it  to  be  accomplished,  either  in  greater  or  smaller  mea- 
re,  by  our  diligence  and  duties.  No;  he  himself  hath  obtained,  both 
esent  and  final,  yea,  complete  and  "  eternal  redemption  for  us."  And  will 
>u.  Sir,  ascribe  to  your  own  obedience,  what  the  apostle  so  expressly  ascribes, 
id  so  entirely  appropriates,  to  the  blessed  Jesus  ?  The  same  writer  assures 
I  that  Christ,  "by  one  offering,  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are 
nctified."  Them  that  are  cleansed  with  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  he  hath 
»t  only  discharged  from  the  guilt  of  sin,  but  rendered  them  unblamable 
id  unrcprovable  before  the  Majesty  of  heaven.  He  hath  done  all  that  is 
^cessary  for  their  full,  perfect,  and  everlasting  acceptation.  Yes,  whether  it 
J  in  life  or  death  ;  whether  it  be  at  the  throne  of  grace,  or  the  tribunal  of 
dgment ;  during  the  span  of  time,  or  through  the  ages  of  eternity,  all 
at  is  necessary  for  our  perfect  acceptation  is  done, — done  by  an  infinitely 
(tter  hand  than  our  own,  by  an  infinitely  better  expedient  than  any  human 
ledience. 

Do  I,  by  these  remonstrances,  set  at  nought  true  holiness,  or  suppose  a 
Ivation  separate  from  holy  obedience  ?  You,  Sir,  cannot  entertain  such  a 
pposition  ;  since,  in  your  very  remark,  you  was  dissatisfied  with  my  insist- 
g  on  the  inseparable  connexion  of  a  living  faith  and  works  of  righteousness, 
honour  and  prize  works  of  righteousness.  I  would  incessantly  inculcate, 
»th  the  indispensable  necessity  and  the  manifold  utility  of  holy  obedience, 
''e  are  redeemed,  that  we  may  be  zealous  of  good  works ;  we  are  created 
Christ  Jesus,  that  we  may  be  able  to  do  good  works :  and  by  good  works 
e  are  to  glorify  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

Only  I  would  have  good  works  know  their  proper  station,  and  their  proper 
Bee.     I  am  far  from  setting  at  nought  the  services  of  the  hand  or  the  foot ; 
it  I  should  very  much  disapprove  their  design,  I  should  utterly  despise 
leir  pretensions,  if  they  should  offer  to  intrude  themselves,  on  the  province 
'  the  eye,  or  act  as  the  organs  of  sight.     Apply  this  simile  to  the  obedienfj 
'  man,  and  justification  before  God,  or  acceptance  mth.  GQd\  '^^'^  "^ 
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ation,  I  shall  postpone  it  to   some  i 
distinct  cpistlo. 

In  the  mean  time,  if  you  should  a 
this  point  ?     I   answer,  Because  it  ii 
An  error  on  this  subject,  is  as  detrimei 
in  the  first  concoction  is  to  the  animal 
acceptance  with  God,  must  set  in  a  fals 
a  malignant  influence  on  every  religious 

If  you  ask,  why  I  have  repeated  the 
quently  as  the  rams'  horns  sounded  the 
was  overthrown  ?     I  answer.  For  the  v 
possible,  so  pernicious  a  notion  :  to  lay  i 
devoted  city.     And  I  hope,  neither  Mr. 
to  rebuild  it,  lest  they  lay  the  foundatit 
blpssed   Redeemer ;  and  set  up  the    gat< 
souls.     Doth  which  effects,   I  am  persu; 
intention.     Tliat  they  may  be  equally  : 
writing,  and  all  your  doctrine,  is  the  since 
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Reverend  Sir, — I  had,  in  the  warmt 
take  notice  of  a  text  which  you  produce  fi 
is  somewhat  strange,  produce  as  a  proof  t 
•*  to  obey  in  order  to  their  final  accen*"*"* 

Is  Paul  then  T^"-'- 
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le,  czclnding  the  poor  from  the  fellowship  of  this  new  gospel,  and  the 
>e  of  glory  ?  Is  he  grown  ashamed  of  that  righteousness  of  God,  which 
assured  the  Romans  was  the  power  of  God,  unto  salvation,  only  through 
ieving  ?  And  are  we,  Sir,  grown  weary  of  that  pure  doctrine,  which  was 
tored  to  us  hy  our  glorious  reformers  ?  Are  we  willing  to  give  up  the 
)06itum,  and  return  to  the  more  Egyptian  darkness  of  friars  and  monks ; 
th  whom 

Coelam  est  venale  Deua  que  ? 

But  to  the  point.  I  shall  transcribe  the  text,  and  add  a  short  paraphrase ; 
ich  may  perhaps  explain  the  meaning,  and  best  refute  the  objection. 
1/harge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be 
h  in  good  works,  ready  to  distribute,  willing  to  communicate ;  laying  up 
store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation,  that  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal 
f."  Charge  them^  those  believers  among  you,  who  are  rich  in  this  teorldy 
t  they  do  good ;  that,  as  members  of  Christ,  they  shew  kindness,  and 
^rcise  beneficence  to  others.  That  they  he  rich  in  good  works^  abounding 
those  works  and  labours  of  love  which  flow  from  faith,  or  a  comfortable 
rsnasion  of  their  interest  in  Christ.  Ready  to  dittrUnttey  on  all  proper 
asions,  with  cheerfulness  and  delight ;  as  counting  it  more  blessed  to  give 
m  to  receive.  Willing^  even  without  solicitation,  to  eommunicaie  /  and 
t  only  embracing,  but  seeking  every  opportunity  of  relieving  the  necessitous, 
^htly  esteeming  all  that  is  called  wealth  here  below ;  and  laying  up  in  store 
'  themselves  another  kind  of  treasure,  [[even  Christ,  who  is  the  pearl  of 
ice,  and  the  true  riches]].  This  will  be  a  good  foundation  of  hope,  of 
nfort  and  joy,  against  the  time  to  come^  whether  it  be  the  trying  season  of 
kness,  the  awful  hour  of  death,  or  the  more  tremendous  day  of  judgment, 
lat,  placing  their  affections  on  him,  and  having  their  treasure  in  him,  they 
ly  be  found  wise  merchants ;  not  grasping  uncertainties  and  shadows,  but 
ring  fast  hold  on  *  sure  and  substantial  possessions,  even  on  eternal  life. 
"  We  establish  the  law — we  provide  for  its  honour,  by  the  perfect  obcdi- 
Be  of  Christ,"  says  Aspasio.  "  Can  you  possibly  think  (replies  Mr. 
esley)  that  St.  Paul  meant  this  V  Before  I  answer  this  question,  give  me 
.ve  to  ask  another.  Have  you,  Sir,  done  justice  to  Aspasio  ?  Is  what 
u  quote  the  whole  of  his  interpretation  ?  Have  you  not  secreted  a  sentence, 
lich  speaks  the  very  thing  you  blame  him  for  omitting  ? 
A  member  of  the  house  of  commons,  haranguing  the  honourable  assembly, 
»k  the  liberty  to  assert,  "  The  gentlemen  in  the  ministerial  interest  never  pro- 
se any  thing  for  the  good  of  their  country — "  This  was  no  sooner  uttered, 
in  a  warm  partisan  of  the  other  side  starting  up,  complained  loudly  of 
umny  and  scandal.  Hold,  Sir,  for  a  moment,  said  the  interrupted  orator, 
t  me  just  finish  my  sentence,  and  then  give  vent  to  your  vehement  invec- 
es.  My  intention  was  to  have  added,  " — ^but  we  in  the  opposition 
idily  agree  9  to  their  measures."  Upon  hearing  this  explanation  the  house 
iled,  and  the  hasty  zealot  sat  down  ashamed. 

Let  me  produce  the  whole  period  now  under  consideration.  Then,  I 
ieve,  the  reader  will  allow  that  Mr.  Wesley  has  imitated  this  hasty 
itleman  in  one  instance  ;  and  whether  he  has  not  some  reason  to  imitate 

Take  fast  hold  on — thus  I  would  translate  that  emphatical  compuund  word  t^-tXatCffrmt  f 
>ch  agrees  with  the  experience  of  the  Christian,  and  is  not  without  the  authority  of  •thfl 


"  Did  such  a  tboii^ht  (of  establisjliin;^ 
eou.siie.s3  of  Christ)  cvtT  enter  into  i^i. 
context   determine.       Has  the   apostle 
])recej)ts,  tliat  tliey  niiglit  be  rightly  undc 
inviolable  obligation  of  the  precepts,  that 
he  not  been  asserting  a  justification  absolut 
of  God,  without  any  coagency  from  the  rig. 
the  last  words,  professedly  encount<;r  the 
been  raised  against  this  sacred  doctrine,  " 
the  divine  law  ?"     No  ;  says  the  inspired 
blished,  and  shewn  to  be  more  stable  th 
Ix^gislator  himself  shall  bo  humbled  to  its  c 
law,  shall  bleed  for  its  ]>enalties,  rather  thn 
plishment.     l^Iagnified  thus,  the  law  indee* 
able.     And  though  Aspasio  does  not  exclude 
for  my  own  part  believe,  that  the  former  scnti 
was  uppermost  with  the  apostle,  and  is  the  < 

Yes,  Sir,  it  was  the  apostle's  chief  design, 
of  free  justification  with  the  most  awful  glc 
lay  a  firm  foundation  for  the  hope  of  a  sin 
essential  glory  of  God's  nature,  or  the  law,  ^ 
will — had  either  of  these  been  violated  by 
and  desirable  as  it  is,  it  must  have  been 
have  taken  place ;  the  whole  world  nmst  ha^ 
injury  be  offered  to  any  of  the  divine  porfecl 
sweetly  teaches,  and  most  satisfactorily  pro\ 
they  are  most  illustriously  displayed,  h^  ♦'•- 
By  this  means  •T'*^ ' 
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Ifaeir  due  honour ;  and  leaves  such  impotent  creatures  as  men  to  shift  for 
ibennelTes  by  doing  the  best  they  can. 

**  The  plain  meaning  is,  we  establish  both  the  true  sense  and  the  effectual 
nActice  of  the  law  :  we  provide  for  its  being  both  understood  and  practised 
tt  its  full  extent."  How  can  you  make  this  provision,  if  you  set  aside  the 
ioiisiiinmate  obedience  of  Christ,  '^  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
MflB  ;"  for  accomplishing  that  righteousness  which  its  precepts  describe,  and 
te  constitution  demands  ? 

O  Sir !  did  you  consider  what  that  meaneth  which  the  apostle  styles 
«  aH^inforop  rov  vofxtwy  you  would  not  use  this  language.  Can  we,  can  such 
niserable  sinners  as  we,  ever  dream  of  effectually  practising,  in  its  full 
uctent,  that  law  which  condemns  every  failure,  which  requires  truth  in  the 
Bward  parts,  which  insists  upon  perfection,  absolute  perfection,  in  every 
aDHBtaace  and  on  all  occasions ;  charging  us. 

With  act  intense,  and  unremitted  nerve, 
To  hold  a  course  unfaltering, 

bo  the  very  end  of  our  lives,  and  from  the  beginning  of  them  too  ?  Attend, 
E  entreat  you.  Sir,  to  this  most  sublime  sanctity  of  the  divine  law.  Then, 
iBBtead  of  saying,  ^*  we  provide  for  its  performance  in  the  full  extent  of  its 
Semands,"  you  will  probably  say,  with  a  more  becoming  modesty,  wo 
proYide  for  its  performance  in  a  way  of  willing,  cheerful,  sincere  obecUence  ; 
■till  looking  unto  him  for  justification,  who  has,  in  our  name  and  as  our  surety, 
Ikdfilled  it  to  the  very  uttermost. 

It  is,  I  apprehend,  one  of  your  leading  errors,  that  you  form  low,  scanty, 
inadequate  apprehensions  of  God's  law  ;  that  law  which  is  a  bright  represent 
ftatioQ  of  his  most  pure  nature,  a  beautiful  draught  of  his  most  holy  will,  and 
never  since  the  fall  has  been  perfectly  exemplified  in  any  living  character, 
but  only  in  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  From  this  error  many  others  must 
unavoidably  follow : — a  disesteem  of  imputed  righteousness,  and  a  conceit  of 
personal  perfection;  a  spirit  of  legal  bondage,  and,  I  fear,  a  tincture  of 
Pharisaical  pride. 

Should  Mr.  Wesley  ask,  why  I  harbour  such  a  suspicion  concerning  his 
centiments  in  this  particular  ?  I  answer.  Because  here  he  speaks  of  prac- 
iinng  this  law,  which  is  so  exceeding  broad,  in  its  full  extent.  Because, 
elKwhere,  ho  represents  the  violations  of  this  law,  whose  least  tittle  is  of 
greater  dignity  than  heaven  and  earth,  as  small  matters,  as  petty  offences ; 
or,  to  use  his  own  words,  as  ^^  things  not  exactly  right."  But  more  of  this 
hereafter. 

Aspasio,  to  vindicate  the  equity  of  the  future  judgment,  declares,  '^  I  see 
nothing  arbitrary  in  this  procedure,  but  an  admirable  mixture  of  just  severity 
and  free  goodness.  On  those  who  reject  the  atonement,  just  severity  ;  to 
those  who  rely  on  their  Saviour,  free  goodness."  Mr.  Wesley,  as  though  he 
would  exculpate  the  ungodly  asks,  ^^  Was  it  ever  possible  for  them  not  to 
reject  ?**  What  says  our  infallible  Counsellor,  the  Teacher  sent  from  God  ? 
**  They  will  not  come  to  me,  that  they  may  have  life."  They  rejected  his 
counaeL  They  would  not  cease  from  their  own  works,  and  betake  them- 
selves wholly  to  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  This  method  of  salvation  they 
disliked ;  it  was  foolishness  unto  them  :  therefore,  they  were  disobedient  to 
the  heavenly  call.  Does  this  take  away  their  guilt  ?  Must  God  be  reckoned 
nnjnat  in  paiuabing,  because  men  are  obstinate  in  t\\Q\x  wx^scXv^^X 


of  justification   obtained,   not  the 
accursed  ; "  Scss.  vi.  Can.  24.     I  . 
company.     And  I  would  hope,  if  it 
did  not  know  your  associates.     Ye 
should  have  biHjn  so  inattentive  to  \ 
be  able  to  forget,  that  complete  ju 
our  Lord  alone,  is  the  very  essence*,  s 

But  lot  us  examine  the  point:  jus 
of  divine  grace.     It  must,  therefore, 
my  very  idea  of  the  act,  it  include 
incomplete  justification  is  a  eontradi« 
sunshine,  or  a  round  square. 

An  incomplete  justification,  seems, 
absolute  impossibility.  Even  an  earth 
the  least  departure  from  integrity,  lie 
he  may  forgive ;  but  he  cannot,  in  such 
less  can  we  suppose  that  justification  i 
pure  and  jealous  God,  unless  all  guilt  b 
dered  completely  righteous. 

Besides,  can  that  justification  be  oth( 
pass  by  the  most  majestic  Son  of  God  i 
infinitely  precious  sufferings,  and  by  hit 
Tliis,  if  anything  in  the  world,  must  l 
pare  and  beyond  imagination  complete 
proportion  to  the  dignity,  perfection,  ai 

Is  any  such  notion  as  an  incomplete , 
St.  Paul  says,  whosoever  beli**"-*' 
justified.     ^'* 
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khey  be  woak  or  strong,  whether  in  the  first  moments  of  their  conversion,  or 
a  the  last  stage  of  their  warfare  ?  Yes ;  and  he  farther  assures  us,  that 
ihcare  is  no  difference ;  no  difference  with  regard  to  the  righteousness  itself, 
br  it  18  the  one  everlasting  righteousness  of  the  incarnate  God ;  no  difference 
18  to  the  reality  of  its  imputation,  for  it  is  unto  all,  and  upon  all ;  no  differ- 
mce  in  the  way  of  receiving  it,  which  is  hy  faith  in  Jesus  Christ;  consequently, 
lo  difference  in  the  £ruits  or  effects,  which  are  pardon  and  acceptance,  free 
md  full  justification. 

Is  Mr.  Wesley,  like  the  popish  party,  an  advocate  for  a  first,  for  a  second, 
for  I  know  not  how  many  justifications  ?  According  to  this  scheme,  indeed, 
jnatification  would  be  an  incomplete  thing.  But  the  misfortune  attending 
this  scheme  is,  that  it  has  no  foundation  in  Scripture.  Tlie  Scripture  knows 
DOtbing  of  it ;  the  Scripture  declares  against  it ;  and  acknowledges,  as  but 
one  fiuth,  but  one  baptism,  so  but  one  justification. 

This  is  the  grand  scriptural  maxim,  '^  He  hath,  by  one  oblation,  perfected 
Ibr  ever  them  that  are  sanctified."  The  oblation  is  one,  needing  no  repetition 
■ad  no  appendage.  It  does  not  partially  accomplish,  but  perfects  the  business 
of  jnstification ;  perfects  it,  not  at  the  last  only,  but  from  first  to  last, 
^ea,  for  ever  and  ever,  in  behalf  of  <ill  those  who  are  sanctified,  or  made  par- 
lakers  of  this  great  sacrifice,  and  this  divine  atonement. 

Tliis  is  the  fine  scriptural  illustration,  "  The  heir,  even  while  he  is  a  child, 
is  lord  of  all."  You  have,  perhaps,  a  son  bom.  Upon  this  child  you  mul- 
tiply your  favours  and  caresses :  he  grows  in  wisdom  and  stature :  yet  nei- 
ther your  favours,  nor  his  growth,  add  any  thing  to  his  sonship,  nor  augment 
hia  right  to  your  inlieritance.  With  both  these  he  was  invested  the  first 
moment  he  drew  breath.  So,  we  arc  no  sooner  justified  than  we  are  heirs ; 
•*  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ."  The  perception  and  enjoyment 
of  this  privilege  may  increase ;  but  the  privilege  itself,  like  the  birth-right  of 
the  first-bom,  is  incapable  of  augmentation. 

Would  Mr.  Wesley,  with  the  followers  of  Arminius,  exclude  the  right- 
eousness of  Christ,  and  introduce  something  of  man's,  as  the  efficient,  or  as  a 
concurrent  cause  of  justification?  Then,  likewise,  his  notion  of  a  gradual,  a 
Tariable,  and  incomplete  justification  must  ensue.  Whether  it  be  faith 
"which  he  would^introduce  for  this  purpose,  or  repentance,  or  sincere  obedience, 
or  whatever  else  he  pleases,  according  to  the  measure  of  these  works  or  graces 
must  be  the  degree  of  justification;  and  not  only  as  to  different  persons,  but 
SIS  to  the  same  person  at  different  times. 

Farther ;  since  all  these  endowments  are,  so  long  as  we  continue  in  the 
present  state,  imperfect,  our  justification  must,  according  to  this  plan,  unavoid- 
ably partake  of  their  imperfections.  It  cannot  be  entire  and  lacking  nothing, 
till  mortality  is  swallowed  up  of  life. — But  how  contrary  is  this  to  a  cloud  of 
witnesses  from  the  Scriptures !  "  Ye  are  (even  now)  justified.  lie  hath 
(even  in  this  present  time)  reconciled  you  to  God."  Through  the  birth  and 
death  of  Immanuel,  there  is  not  only  peace  on  earth,  but  good- will  towards 
men ;  (vSoKia^  favour,  complacency,  and  love,  from  the  holy  God  to  the  fallen 
soul.     And  is  not  this  complete  justification  ? 

*'  There  may  be  as  many  degrees  in  the  favour,  as  in  the  image  of  God." 
Tliis  objection  turns  upon  a  supposition,  that  the  favour  of  God  towards  us 
is  occasioned  by  tho  image  of  God  in  us  ;  which  \8  tVvc  (SioeVxvMi  ^i  \k\R  \^w^^ 
ihe  reryhmgnage  of  Heatbenisnij  and  has  not  a  saNOWX  ol  ^^^^»  ^c«^\^ 
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ivliicli  (linRt  iH  all.     And  1  tliink  myself  moro  concerned  to  lemoTp 
very  prejudicial  iniHtakcH,  than  to  sift  and  adjust  any  nice  spcculatioiii 
ing  to  d(>grct*8  of  the  divine*  favour.     Aspasio  has  touched  this  point, 
ring  you  to  his  observation,  I  shall  confine  in}'8clf  to  a  more  iiiteRiM| 
8ubj<^*t.  I 

It  is  ChnKt  who  has  redeemed  lis  to  God,  to  the  favour  and  fruitiotflll 
Ciotl  l)y  \\\H  liltKHl ;  by  his  bhxMl  alone,  without  any  aid  from  our  goodnkj 
or  any  co-operation  from  any  creaturi*.     His  work  pleases  God;iiifl«B4< 
magnifies  the  law  ;  hi^^  work  is  incomparably  the  noblei«t  of  all  things  inh» 
Yen  or  earth.     This,  therefore,  is  our  recommendation  to  the  divine  Blija^. 
lutere^ti'd  in  this,  wc  ntand  |H'rfeetly  righteous  before  the  King  imnratd,] 
and  shall  l)e  ct<Tnally  acce]>table  in  his  sight.     It  was  only  on  accontrfj 
Abraham'i*  sjupplication,  that  (fod  sIiowcmI  compassion  to  Abimeloch;  it 
only  on  uerouiit  of  Job's  inti^rcesiision,  that  the  liord  wat*  pacified  towards  Ui 
three  friends ;  and  it  is  only  on  account  of  Clirist's  righteousness,  tlial  Ai 
high  and   Holy  One  b<>holds  any  child  of  Adam  with    complacency  nl 
delight.     To  .Josus  alone  In'longs  the  honour  of  reconciling,  justifying,  wntf 
the  innumerable  millions  of  redi^emed  sinners.     And  is  not  the  Lsunb  thifc 
was  nlain  worthy  to  l>e  thus  honouriMl,  and  thus  exalted  ? 

Is,  then,  our  own  internal  and  exti^mal  gooilness  of  no  avail  in  this  nutter? 
Ii(*t  us  hear  the  el(N|uent  Isaiah,  the*  evangelist  of  the  Jewish  church:  "Tic 
lofty  looks  (»f  man  shall  be  liumbbnl,  and  the  haughtiness  of  men  sluJlbe 
bowed  down  ;  and  the  Ijord  (the  Ijord  Jesus  Christ)  alone  shall  be  exalted 
in  that  day."  Does  this  text,  it  may  l>e  said,  n*late  to  the  gf^spel,  and  tbe 
case  of  acceptance  with  God  ?  C)r  is  it  })OssibIe  to  make  what  follows  na- 
si stiMit  with  such  an  inteq>retation  ?  Ixit  us  see  whether  it  be  not,  by  tke 
Holy  (fhobt  himself,  made  perfeetly  consistent  with  such  a  sen^e. 

T/tt'  tiatf  nf  th*'  lj\rd  of  /fftittA^  in  the  prophetical  Scriptures,  gi^nerally  and 
principally  si^niiHes  the  time  of  tht;  gospel  dis]M*ns:ition  ;  when  the  Lord  \mU 
the  finishing  haml  to  liis  revelation,  gives  the  brightest  disphiy  of  hid  gRUv, 
and  gathers  together  all  things  in  (*hrist. 

Tliis  day,  and  its  influenfre,  shall  cause  a  wonderful  revolution  in  what  h 
called  th(^  religious,  virtuous,  inonil  world :  it  shall  fall  like  a  thnndorbult 
upon  every  idol  set  up  in  the  hearts  of  men  ;  shall  i)rove  their  wisdom  to  be 
folly,  their  ability  to  be  ini]>ot('ti(*e,  all  their  works  to  be  worthless. 

This  ])ro])hecy  being  so  repugnant  to  our  notions,  and  so  disgiistful  to  our 
inclinations,  is  asserted  and  enforced  with  the  greatest  particularity,  both  as 
to  ]H*rsons  and  to  things. 

As  in  ;Af'/vr*;/*.— *''  For  the  day  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  shall  be  upon" — 
whom?  Upon  the  sordid  wretch,  or  the  8can<Iah)us  sinner?  Rather  npn 
"  every  one  that  is  prou<l  and  lofty  in  his  c»wn  conceit ;"  pluming  hinisi'lf 
with  the  notion  of  some  imaginary  pre-eminence  over  his  neighbour.  It  shall 
be  likewise  ujmui  ""^  every  one  that  is  lifte<l  up"  in  the  esteem  of  others; 
either  on  account  of  Roman  virtue,  or  Athenian  jdiilosophy,  or  pharisaical 
zeal ;  and,  notwithstanding  his  aspiring  pretensions,  or  glittering  accouiplish- 
ments,  "  he  shall  be  brought  low,"  siiall  be  degraded  to  the  rank  of  a  h^t, 
undone,  hel])less  sinner. 

So  that  none  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  say,  "  I  am  better  than  thon. 
I  stand  upon  more  honourable  terms  with  my  Maker,  and  am  a  fitter  object 
for  his  favour."     They  shall  ivW  Xjvi  \\\5.\i  y^'^'*^^'^^^  ^onaSvasAvsi  ^^  ^axdik.  ^soa^ 
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goon,  and  liable  in  the  same  condemnation.  Every  one  of  them  equally 
destitute  of  any  plea  for  justification :  and  all  of  them,  as  to  acceptance  with 
their  Creator,  without  any  difference.  No  difference,  in  this  respect,  between 
the  accomplished  gentleman  and  the  infamous  scoundrel;  no  difference 
between  the  virtuous  lady  and  the  vile  prostitute ;  no  difference  at  all  as  to 
iho  way  and  manner  of  their  obtaining  salvation.  So  that  the  whole  may 
appear  to  bo  of  grace. 

As  to  things. — This  part  of  the  subject  is  illustrated  by  a  grand  assemblage 
of  images,  comprehending  aU  that  is  most  distinguishable  in  the  visible  crea- . 
tion,  and  denoting  whatever  is  most  admired  or  celebrated  among  the  sons  of 
men.  Oaks  and  cedars  are  the  most  stately  productions  of  vegetable  nature : 
Therefore  ''  the  day  shall  be  upon  all  the  cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  upon  all  the 
oaks  of  Bashan."  Hills  and  mountains  are  the  most  conspicuous  and  majestic 
elevations  of  the  earth :  therefore  '^  the  day  shall  be  upon  all  the  high  moun- 
taiiia,  and  upon  all  the  hills  that  are  lifted  up."  Towers  and  cities  are  the 
most  magnificent  works  of  human  art :  therefore  "  the  day  shall  be  upon 
every  high  tower,  and  upon  every  fenced  wall."  The  ships  of  Tarshish  are 
pat  for  the  wealth,  the  advantages,  and  the  various  improvements  procured 
by  navigation  and  commerce.  Pleasant  pictures  may  represent  every  elegant 
and  refined  embellishment  of  civil  life.  The  whole  collection  of  metaphors 
seems  to  express  all  those  attainments,  possessions,  and  excellencies,  which 
are  supposed  to  add  dignity  to  our  nature,  or  stability  to  our  hopes ;  to  oon- 
stitnte  a  portion  in  which  we  ourselves  may  rest  satisfied,  or  a  recommendation 
whcih  may  entitle  us  to  the  favour  of  heaven. 

Yet  all  these  things,  before  the  requirements  of  Gt)d's  law,  and  before  the 
revelation  of  his  righteousness,  shall  be  eclipsed  and  disgraced ;  thrown  to 
the  bats,  and  consigned  over  to  obscurity  ;  thrown  to  the  moles,  and  tram- 
pled into  dust.  So  that  in  the  pursuit  of  eternal  life  none  shall  regard  them, 
or  regard  them  only  to  despise  them. 

Thus  says  the  prophet  a  second  time.  To  render  the  work  of  humiliation 
cfiectual,  he  redoubles  his  blow.  May  our  whole  souls  feel  the  energy  of  his 
vigorous  expressions  I  Thus  ^'  shall  the  loftiness  of  man  be  bowed  down,  and 
the  haughtiness  of  men  shall  be  laid  low."  All  notion  of  personal  excellency 
set  aside,  they  shall  be  base  and  vile  in  their  own  eyes,  acknowledge  the 
impossibility  of  being  reconciled  by  any  duties  of  their  own,  and  place  all 
their  confidence  on  the  propitiating  death  and  meritorious  obedience  of  Jesus 
Christ :  they  less  than  notliing,  he  all  in  all. 

With  this  important  sentiment  I  close  my  letter;  not  without  an  ardent  wish, 
that  itmay  sink  into  our  thoughts,  and  dwell  upon  both  our  hearts.  Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  V. 

Reverend  Sir, — Your  last,  and  several  of  your  other  objections,  appear 
more  like  notes  and  memorandums,  than  a  just  plea  to  the  public,  or  a  satis- 
factory explanation  of  your  opinion.  They  have  rather  the  air  of  a  caveat, 
than  a  confutation ;  and  we  are  often  at  a  loss  to  discern,  how  far  your 
remonstrance  is  either  forcible  or  apposite. 

Brief  negatives,  laconic  assertions,  and  quick  iiiteTTO^\A^ci&  Q^\isA\s^  x^s^ 
pertinent  SluBtntioDS,  supported  by  no  SdiptuioX^u^of^X*^^  ^jtsi  xasst^"^^^^ 
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to  stapr^or,  stun,  an<l  {luzzlo,  tlinn  to  settle  our  notions  in  rcli^on.   Tq 
8oem,  iSir,  to  have  for^^ottrn,  tliat  |)ro]K>sitions  are  not  tn  lie  e8tal)liiilit<I  vi||| 
the  same  east*  a»«  dimlitd  an'  started ;  and  therefore  liavc  contentu<I  youfhilf  «i4| 
a  Y»revity  ^vhiI'h  produces  hut  little  conviction,  and  more  than  a  little  oWniifr,  I 

Thi»*  hrrvity  of  yours  is  the  cause,  and  1  hoju?  will  he  the  exciii>e,  of »; 
prolixity  ;  which,  I  ])rreeive,  is  growing  upon  my  han<ls,  much  nmre  thai 
intended.  If  you  hacl  hetn  pleased  to  show  your  arjxuments  at  full li'njrti, 
anil  to  accompany  with  proof  your  gh)s.'?es  u]>on  Scriptun\  the  roadi-r  wuoli 
then  have  Ikhu  ahle  in  detennine  the  prei>»nileratiujr  evidence  hetwocn  T«I^ 
self  and  Aspai«io  ;  and  my  trouhle  had  been  coubiilerahly  lessened,  peib^ 
quite  spared. 

An  instance  of  the  forejroiu;;  remark,  is  the*  objection  which  follDW.-?.  "St 
Paul  often  mentions  *t  riijhteousness  imjnited,"  says  Aspasio.  "  Not  a  right- 
eousness (says  Mr.  Wesh-y)  neviT  once;  hut  simply  riphtefjusness."  Si. 
Paul  mentions  ^/ic<uofri-iTi,  the  rightetnisness  which  is  im]>uted,  boih  with  ud 
i^nthout  the  (Jreek  artieh*.  Ami  do  neither  of  these  siiruifv  a  ri'diti-ousneaj? 
Tliis  is  a  piece  of  criticism,  as  new  to  me  as  it  is  nice  in  itsilf.  ]3isiiki| 
where  is  the  ditVereuce  hetwecn /i  righteousness,  and  righteousness?  hvi 
every  riirhteousuess // rijjhteousness  ?  Is  not  every  person  <i  jH^rson  ?  and 
every  ]>rodiLrious  retinemeut,  tf  j)rodi;:ions  refinemi-nt  ?  I  thought  31  r.  Wedey 
had  known  how  to  emph»y  his  time  better  than  in  splitting,  or  thus  atuin[i(* 
ing  to  split,  hair*. 

To  wh:it  pur])ose.  Sir,  is  this  excessive  n-finement  ?  ^fany  of  your  rcitliTS, 
I  aji]»rehend,  will  find  it  dilficult  in  conjectun*.  For  my  own  part,  I  fivoly 
confers,  that  1  could  not  for  a  considerable  time  disi-ern  vour  aim.  Nur 
can  I,  own  now,  discover  any  other  design,  than  a  forced  endeavour  to 
excludi' the  ri;ijhtiM)Usness  (if  dirist,  and  introduce  a  mistaken  somotliingof 
your  own  to  olhciatc*  in  its  stead.  As  the  thread  of  your  erieitisni  is  ^}iun 
extreiiulv  tiiii*.  we  must  examine  it  with  the  elosist  attention.  IJut  first  let 
me  jn-^t  tjike  in)tir«' — 

Th;it  Aspasio,  in  conseqiicnee  of  hi«<  observation  deduced  from  the  ap'V.iles 
hnigu:ii;e,  a^ks.  What  or  whfj-^e  rii^hteousness  can  this  Ix*  ?  To  whirli  Mr. 
W<»sh*y  answers,  '*  he  tells  y«ni  himself;  faith  is  imputed  fi»r  righteonMi'>!<;.* 
lint  have  you  never  rea<l  A*<pa>io's  int<Tpretation  of  this  text  ?  If  nt»t,  W^ 
impartial  a**  t(»  ea^t  vour  eve  uimmi  the  tenth  Dialo'nu*.  There  he  eon.-i«Ur* 
this  pa»*sa^'<'  at  IarL'<*,  and  lays  before  yon  his  expo^iition  of  the  wonl- :  Wti 
imi)osin:;  it  without  a«i^ii;ning  a  naMni  ;  Imt,  toirether  with  his  exjHisiiion, 
j>resentincj  you  with  the  ifronudstjf  liis  o])inii)n.  If  you  can  overthrow  tlnm, 
trv  Vour  >tren'rth  and  Vour  ^kill.  Thev  stand  nadv  tu  receive  vuur  attack, 
beinLf  at  pn-sent  in  full  ])o^si>Mon  t»f  the  field. 

However,  if  vou  will  not  advert  to  his  thoucrhts  nilow  me.  if  T  ran,  to 
i)enetrate  voiirs.  '*  St.  ]*aul  never  mentions  */  ri  ijl  it  eon  sn  ess,  Init  HUiiilv 
rii;litenn^ne>s."  Thus  I  ]»re-<unH\  vou  arijue  : — not  a  riL:hte«)usne»"« ;  that 
mi^fht  seem  t«»  deni»te  some  real  rii'liteousui'^s,  st)me  actual  conformity  to  tlio 
divine  law,  imputed  to  sinners  f«ir  their  justification.  AVhcreas,  if  faith  Ik* 
sub-;titnted  instea  I  of  this  real  riLditeonsness  ;  if  faith  be  all  tliat  to  us,  whieli 
our  own  «)bedience  to  tin-  law  '•hniiM  have  been,  and  which  Aspasio  supposi-j 
the  riLditeousness  of  Christ  is  appointicl  to  bi-  ;  if  faith  itself  be  all  thi>  to 
us,  then  we  are  made  rii^hteous  without  a  ritihteouMiess.  Sometbintr  is 
accoiniN'd  to  us  for  riti\tteou>ues>,  >\\\\c\\\^^  ic^jWv  w>  «>\^v  \\v\v^^.    'W\^\  ^<! 
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shall  be  under  no  necessity  of  submitting  to  the  rigbteousncss  of  our  God  and 
Saviour,  but  may  easily  be  furnished  out  of  our  own  stock. 

Is  not  this,  or  something  like  this,  your  way  of  reasoning  ?  Do  you  not, 
in  this  manner,  understand  faith  imputed  for  righteousness  ?  Not  as  deriving 
all  its  efficacy,  all  its  significancy,  from  its  most  magnificent  object ;  but  as 
being  itself  the  efficient  of  justification,  the  very  thing  for  which  we  arc 
accepted :  in  opposition  "  to  the  wicked  and  vain  commentaries  of  the  Cal- 
vinists,  which  say,  that  all  this  is  resident  in  Christ,  and  apprehended  by  faith. 
This  led  me  to  use  that  singular  exi)re8sion,  "  a  mistaken  something ; 
since  this  is  an  egregious  mistake  of  faith — of  its  nature,  its  end,  its  import. 
Of  its  nature  :  for  it  is  a  going  out  of  self,  and  a  flying  to  Clirist,  for  pardon, 
for  peace,  and  for  every  spiritual  blessing.  Of  its  end  :  for  it  is  ordained  to 
preclude  all  boasting,  that  itself  may  be  nothing ;  that  its  owner  may  bo 
nothing ;  that  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  may  be  all 
in  all.  Of  its  import :  for  it  says,  according  to  the  prophet.  In  the  Lord,  not 
in  myself,  have  I  righteousness.  It  would  exiwstulate  in  the  words  of  tho 
apostle,  with  its  overweening  and  doating  admirers,  Ye  men  of  Israel,  why 
look  ye  so  earnestly  on  me,  as  though  by  my  own  power  or  dignity  I  had 
procured  your  reconciliation,  and  rendered  you  accepted?  The  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  has  glorified  his  Son  Jesus,  and  appropriated 
this  honour  to  his  obedience  and  deadi.  In  the  matter  of  justification,  it  is 
my  business,  not  to  furnish  a  contingent,  not  to  supply  any  part,  but  to 
receive  the  whole  from  his  fulness. 

"  On  Christ's  death  sinners  are  to  rely  as  the  cause  of  their  forgiveness ;  on 
Christ's  obedience,  as  the  ground  of  their  acceptance." — "How  does  this 
agree  with  other  places  ? "     Be  pleased  to  turn  back.  Sir,  to  the  places  to 
which  you  allude ;  and,  ^vith  a  vc  ry  little  attention,  you  will  perceive  tho 
agreement.     Then  let  me  desire  you  to  turn  inward ;  and  you  will  probably 
discern  more  than  a  little  disingcnuity  in  your  own  procedure ;  since  you 
resolve  to  stop  your  ears  against  the  author  s  explanation,  his  very  particular 
explanation  and  restriction  of  his  own  meaning  *.     If  you  was  examining  a 
mathematical  system,  you  would  always  carry  in  your  memory  the  leading 
problems  or  introductory  axioms.     If  you  did  not,  you  own  judgment  would 
blame  you.     And  when  you  neglect  to  do  the  same  in  canvassing  a  theologi- 
cal treatise,  docs  not  your  own  conscience  reprove  you  ? 

"  Our  Lord  commends  such  kinds  of  beneficence  only,  as  were  exercised  to 
a  disciple  in  the  name  of  a  disciple."  Here  Mr.  AVesley  asks,  '*  Is  not  this  a 
dip  of  the  pen  ?  "  Kead  the  passage.  Sir ;  and  answer  yourself.  What  arc 
our  D^rd's  words  ?  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to  these  my  brethren." 
Have  you  not  tlien  as  much  reason  to  charge  our  divine  Master  with  a  slip  of 
the  tongue,  as  to  charge  Aspasio  with  a  slip  of  the  pen  ?  It  is  undeniably  plain, 
that  he  does  in  fact  commend  only  such  kinds  of  beneficence  as  were  exorcised 
towards  his  brethren.  And  I  presume  you  will  readily  grant,  that  his  brethren, 
the  nobler  relation,  cannot  bo  more  extensive  than  his  disciples,  the  inferior. 
"  Will  not  our  Lord  then  commend  all  kinds  of  beneficence,  provided,"  &c* 

•  Atpasio  speaking  of  the  obedience  and  death  of  Christ,  professedly  declares,  "How- 
ever, therefore*  I  may  happen  to  express  niyscir,  I  never  consider  them  as  acting  in  tho. 
excliuive  sense  ;  but  would  always  have  them  understood,  as  a  grand  aad  glorious  a^^c«- 
Rate.    Lookiog  apon  our  Savioar*8  univer^^ll  obedience,  w\\ic\i  commtivcft^  ^XVvaxtvcw^ 


}**>n,  WBM  carried  on  through  his  life,  and  terminated  in  Via  dcal\i\  \o< 
^  its  coUecUvo  form,  as  the  object  of  my  faith,  and  the  foundation  ol 


m'jYioyi 


most  properly  distinguished,  not  1 
but  by  the  different  principle  fro 
Aspasio  takes  notice,  on  purpose  t« 
cjchort  them^  that  they  may  abound 
their  works  may  spring  from  the  rig 

You  are  not  willing  to  call  wor 
Samaritan  or  a  Heathen,  '^  transien 
sense  and  manner  which  you  woul 
absolutely,  but  relatively :  not  in  tl 
infinitely  too  great  for  them  to  transi 
view  (as  relative  to  justification)  St.  1 
and  sordid.     Surely  then  Aspasio  ma 
but  insignificant.     I  do  not  call  the  d( 
yet  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  is 
transport  an  army  to  the  Indies ;  fcebl 
munition  against  a  battery  of  cannon. 

**  How  must  Christians  exceed  th 
Aspasio  replies :  "  Not  only  in  being  si 
commandinents ;  but  also  in  possessin 
this  be  anything  less  than  the  perfect 
"  Did  our  Lord  mean  this  ?  Nothin 
not  so  easily  proved.  Yes,  you  add ; 
of  his  sermon  the  very  instances  whe 
exceeds  that  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharis 
absolutely  complete  righteousness  ?  A 
of  resentment.  A  purity  without  the 
love,  a  long- suffering,  a  perferfi'^^    -« 
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Wesley  givo  ?  Tho  answer  wo  would  make  is  obviotis,  and  full  of  consolation : 
**  No  man,  by  his  own  performances.  But  salvation  is  to  be  sought,  salva- 
tion  is  to  be  obtained,  by  tho  righteousness  of  ijnothery— even  by  tho  con- 
rammate  obedience  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

'*  He  brings  this  specious  hypocrite  to  the  test." — "  How  docs  it  appear, 
(you  ask),  that  this  young  ruler  was  a  hypocrite  ? "  It  appears  from  his 
conduct,  for  he  came  kneeling  to  our  Saviour,  as  one  sincerely  desirous  of 
learning  his  duty ;  yet,  when  instructed  in  it,  he  would  not  perform  it.  It 
appears  from  your  own  character  of  him.  You  say,  "  Ho  loved  tho  world.* 
Then  the  love  of  the  Father  was  not  in  him.  That  he  pretended  to  t&e  love 
of  God,  is  evident  from  his  own  words :  that  he  had  no  real  love,  is  certain 
from  your  own  acknowledgment.  If  pretence  without  reality  bo  not  hypo- 
crisy, please  to  inform  us  what  is.  It  is  farther  apparent,  from  your  descant 
oa  the  case :  ^^  Therefore  he  could  not  keep  any  of  the  commandments  in 
thoir  spiritual  sense."  And  it  is  a  sure,  as  well  as  important  truth,  that 
whosoever  pretends  to  keep  the  commandments,  yet  does  not  keep  them  in 
their  spiritual  meaning,  is  a  deceiver  of  himself,  a  deceiver  of  others — a 
hypocrite. 

"  The  keeping  of  the  commandments  (says  Mr.  TVesley),  is  undoubtedly 
the  way  to,  though  not  the  cause  of,  eternal  life."  How  then  came  it  to 
pass  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist  should  declare,  ^'  I  am  the.  way  ? "  The 
way  to  what  ?  To  tho  favour  of  God,  to  the  fruition  of  God,  to  every 
apiritnal  blessing ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  eternal  life.  After  such  a  claim, 
from  such  a  person,  may  I  not,  without  the  imputation  of  undue  confidence, 
deny  your  assertion  in  your  own  form  of  speech  ?  "  The  keeping  of  the 
commandments  undoubtedly  cannot  be  the  way  to  eternal  life  ; "  since  this  is 
an  honour,  this  is  a  prerogative,  which  the  all-glorious  Redeemer  has  chal- 
lenged to  himself. 

Hence  your  distinction  between  the  way  to,  and  the  cause  of,  appears  to 
have  no  countenance  from  Scripture.  And  will  it  not,  upon  a  review,  appear 
to  have  as  little  support  from  reason  ?  Cast  your  eye  upon  yonder  bridge  :— 
It  is  thrown  over  a  deep  and  wide  river ;  it  is  the  way,  the  only  way, 
whereby  I  cross  the  water,  and  arrive  at  the  opposite  bank.  If  so,  is  it  not 
likewise  the  cause  of  my  safe  arrival  on  the  other  side  ?  There  may  be,  in 
this  case,  other  causes,  concomitant  or  subordinate :  but  the  bridge  is  the 
grand  one ;  that  which  every  body  chiefly  regards,  and  to  which  my  passage 
is  alwa3rs  ascribed. 

Christ  therefore  is  the  way,  the  only  way,  to  life  and  immortality.  By  his 
precious  blood,  and  by  his  divine  righteousness,  we  pass  the  gulf  of  wrath 
and  destruction.  By  the  things  which  he  has  done,  by  the  pains  which  he 
has  endured,  we  enter  the  realms  of  peace  and  joy.  Accordingly,  we  are 
exhorted  ^^  to  walk  in  him  ; "  and  are  assured,  that  as  many  as  walk  in  this 
way  •'  shall  renew  their  strength."  This  is  what  tho  apostle  calls  *'  the  new 
and  living  way."  This  is  what  the  Psalmist  styles  "  the  way  everlasting ; " 
and  tliough  our  ways  may  '^  seem  right  unto  a  man,  yet  the  end  thereof  are 
the  ways  of  death." 

A  doubt,  perhaps,  may  rise  in  the  reader's  mind,  suggested  by  the  worda 
of  the  prophet,  "  an  highway  shall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  shall  be  called 
the  way  of  holineas."  True.  Tho  way  is  Christ  fee  Vne^uxwaXft  ^vA^^sirW 
til  bwgi/ia,  privileges,  and  blessings.     **"  It  shall  "bo  coSVedi^kQ  ^v]  ^l>Qi 


ranu'  solf,  au«l  rciianlcl  Cio«l   ; 
wltli  the  ^ioU'innity  dI*  :i  t'tn.-jor, 
natural  sciim;  of  tlu?  words  is,  h 
those*  work*-,  lii>  faith  was  litt-ral 
have   von  to  make  irood  this  in 
text  about  i^Taci*  siipiTaddcMl,  thi> 
faith.      Nay,  the  s;icred  writ<T  ex 
St.  James,  'Miia  faith  was   macle 
grace    superadded.     St.    James  ai 
contrary  ;  and  who  am  1  that  I  bh 
lint   I  believe   the  reader   will, 
side. 

Perhaps  you  will  reply,  if  this  i 
One   less   oppofsite   to   the   iiatur.il 
meaning  of  the  ai)ostle,  is  already  \ 
I  will  then  refer  von  to  abler  iiidires 
yourself  admire  ?     Dr.  Doddridge  t' 
was  perfo'ttti  by  works ;  the  intejLjrit} 
to   an;rels,   to   CJod."     Shall    I   remi 
deceive  nor  be  di?ceived  ^     I'he  Cud 
feet  in  weakness."     JVIade  j)erfeet  ! 
addition  to  CJod  Almighty's  ]iower,  ' 
'riiis  none  can  imagine.     Rut  it  i>  1 
liis  glory.     The  same  word  is  used  e 
m'r  the  (iod  of  Abraham's  strength. 
in  the  same  sense  ?     Here  it  is  rcXctc 
places  it  signifies,  not  literMll*'  " 
Shall  T  '  -  ^ 
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Wcio  faith  perfect,  in  your  bcdsc  of  tlie  word,  love,  joy,  and  all 
would  be  perfect  likewise.  Correspondent  to  the  principle  would  be 
taito  of  the  production.  There  would  be  no  lougcr  any  cause  for  that 
on  which  the  disciples  put  up,  ^^  Lord,  increase  our  faith  :"  nor  for  that 
ication  which  you  and  I,  so  long  as  we  continue  members  of  the  Church 
igland,  must  use,  **  Give  unto  us  the  increase  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity." 
•11  call  the  justification  of  our  faith  an  ^^  odd  expression."  Is  it  not 
Led  on  the  tenor  of  the  apostle's  discourse  ?  Is  it  not  the  native  result 
c  apostle's  inquiry,  "Show  me  thy  faith?"  Prove  it  to  be  real  and 
gneil :  prove  it  by  such  acts  as  demonstrate  you  trust  in  Jesus  alono 
rerlasting  life.  If  it  stands  this  test,  we  shall  acknowledge  it  to  be  tliat 
ous  faith  whose  author  is  God,  and  whose  end  is  salvation.  Is  not  that 
tification  of  faith,  which  displays  its  sincerity,  and  renders  it  without 
£0  ?     Somewhat  like  this  would  be  reckoned  a  justification  of  any  person, 

any  other  thing  ;  and  why  not  of  faith  ? 

•mething  you  see.  Sir,  may  be  said  in  vindication  of  this  expression, 
ever,  if  it  be  thought  imi)roper ;  if  it  tend  to  create  any  confusion  in  our 
ments,  or  to  draw  oft'  our  attention  from  that  grand  idea  which  is  pecu- 
X)  tlie  word  justification,  (the  idea,  I  moan,  of  being  made  righteous 
"e  God,)  I  freely  give  it  up ;  I  will  alter  it  in  my  book,  and  use  it  no 

i 

lie  that  doeth  righteousness,  is  righteous."     He  manifests  the  truth  of 
on  version,  and  justifies  his  profession  from  all  suspicion  of  insincerity, 
ly,"  says  Mr.  Wesley,  "  the  plain  meaning  is,  he  alone  is  truly  right- 
,  whose  faith  worketh  by  love."     Your  exposition  may  be   true,  and 
isio's  no  less  true.     I  leave  the    reader  to   determine  which   is  most 
tly  suitable  to  the  apostle's  arguing.     lie  is  speaking  of  the  Christian 
teousncss ;  tliat  which  renders  us  righteous  before  CJod ;  that  which  flesh 
blood   could  never  have  discovered ;  which   therefore  was  graciously 
lied  in  the  gospel,  and  is  the  principal  subject  of  gospel  preaching.     A  s 
there  were,  and  always  would  be,  many  pretenders  to  the  noble  privilege, 
John  lays  down  a  maxim  or  a  touchstone,   to  distinguish  the  sincere 
the  hypocrite.     lie  that  unifonnly  doeth  righteousness  in  a  way  of 
tification,  he,  and  he  only,  is  to  be  acknowledged  by  us  as  truly  right- 
by  way  of  justification. 

ir  be  it  from  me.  Sir,  to  be  fond  of  wrangling.  Where  you  hit  upon 
:nith,  or  come  pretty  near  it,  I  shall  never  be  eager  to  oppose.  On  the 
Rjry,  I  shall  be  very  desirous  to  agree,  aud  i)reserve  as  much  as  possible, 
the  unity  of  opinion  and  tiie  harmony  of  aftectiou.  Your  own  inter- 
ation  shall  take  place ;  only  let  your  working,  be  the  sign  and  fruit 
righteous  state,  not  tliat  which  makes  or  constitutes  us  righteous.  The 
teousncss  of  fallen  creatures  is  not  of  themselves,  but  of  me,  saith  the 
1.  It  is  brought  in  aud  accomplished  by  him  whom  God  hath  set  forth  to 
heir  mediator  and  surety ;  so  that  we  are  made  righteous,  not  by  dohig 
thing  whatsoever,  but  solely  by  believing  in  Jesus.  Our  character  as  the 
emcd  of  the  Lord,  is  oi  c/c  Triorcof ;  men  having  their  existence,  their  sub- 
nce,  their  all,  by  faith.  Hence  it  comes  to  pass,  that  we  really  are  what 
A])ostle  affinns  in  the  following  words,  ''  righteous,  even  as  he  is  right- 
;"  not  barely  righteous^  as  the  moral  Heathens,  by  dint  of  human 
ttjon  ;  not  barely  righteous,  aa  the  repuialAo  3ow>sV^  \Xvim^>3kKXtfi^^\. 
legal  Bunctwns;    hut  righteous  with  that   v«y  T\^\Aiwa«B«8»  H^i\^ 
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adom^  aud  cxalls,  and  will  eternally  distinguiali,  tlio  uuly  bc-golU-tt  Son 
God. 

It  iviniiitLa  to  be  inquirci],  what  faith  ia  most  likoly  to  opi^rat«i  in  tUu  gxni 
lent  and  happy  tnanner  ?  I  meaD,  to  wnrk  by  luvu.  Li:t  luo  illtutratQ  tl| 
poiut  by  a  sliurt  apologiio;  Ihun  release  the  icadei  from  hia  att«ntiwi,  aa 
the  writL^r  from  hia  task. 

A  certain  king  had  two  favoiiriteB,  whom  ho  honoured  witli  liia  pwulii 
Tegard,  and  enriched  with  a  ceaseless  libernlity.  They  both,  insciuibte  4 
titcir  vast  obligatione,  became  traitors  and  rebels.  Being  convicted  of  triMM 
Against  their  sovereif^u,  be  waa  detcnnincd  to  overcome  their  evil  with  goad 
Accordingly,  wheu  they  had  nothing  to  plead  in  their  own  behalf,  lie  g«af 
louBly  forgave  tliem  both  :  the  one  he  dismissed  from  priAin,  and  auficnd  b 
live  unmolested  un  hia  private  tnhuritaucc  ;  the  other  be  restored  Ui  all  Li 
higb  preferments,  and  public  employs — he  adorned  bim  again  witli  tbo  nh 
of  honour,  and  admitted  him  again  into  the  bosom  of  fuvour. — Wliidi  tl 
fbem  now  will  feel  the  wanneat  affection  for  their  aovoreign  I  wbicb  of  thus 
will  be  most  ready  to  serve  on  all  occaaioua,  and,  if  need  be,  to  linxard  oTi^ 
life  in  hia  defence  ?     lie,  doubtless,  on  wbom  moat  was  bestowed. 

And  is  not  that  person  most  likely  to  work  and  obey  from  a  principled 
tore,  wbo  believes  that  Ida  divine  Lord  Ims  not  only  borne  tlie  c^ine,  bn| 
fulfilled  the  divine  law  for  bim?  has  given  bim  not  bajely  on  cAomptJoDfta 
ptmiahment,  but  a  title  to  eternal  life  ?  Yea,  has  clothed  him  with  hi*  oiq 
■uost  perfect  and  glorious  righteousness ;  by  virtue  of  wbioL  lie  will,  en  Uag 
be  presented  faultless  before  the  throne  of  judgment,  and  have  an  ftbitodaBl 
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flflien  Ton  insert  tho  daaso,  *^  to  the  end,"  do  yon  interpret  ?  do  you  not 
interpolate  tho  sacred  text  ?  The  words  of  the  Psalmist  relate  to  the 
time,  dodk  not  9haU  do.  They  contain  an  encouragement  to  those 
mt  this  present  instant,  bring  fortii  the  fruits  of  evangelical  righteousness. 
f  eoconngement  is  deduced  from  tho  comfortable  doctrine  of  final  perse- 
inoe.  It  cames  this  cheering  import,  "  Whosoever  believes  in  Jehovah, 
aying  all  his  sins  upon  Christ,  and  giving  him  eternal  life  freely  ;  who- 
"cr,  from  this  principle  of  faith,  sincerely  loves,  and  willingly  obeys  Ood, 
liall  never  falL"  The  words  are,  "  he  shall  never  U)  moved."  A  phrase 
anon  among  the  Hebrews  to  denote  the  stability  of  a  man  s  happiness, 
immoveable  thing  never  falls,  either  one  way  or  other  ;  so  tiiis  righteous 
Km  shall  never  fidl,  either  into  final  apostasy,  which  is  the  greatest 
ety  here,  or  into  hell,  which  is  the  consummation  of  misery  hereafter. 
3ut  I  begin  to  apprehend  what  you  mean,  and  of  what  you  are  jealous. 
vr  exclamation  unravels  all,  ^'  How  pleasing  is  this  to  flesh  and  blood  l" 
ider  favour,  Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  how  this  doctrine  should  be  pleasing  to 
di  and  blood.  Flesh  and  blood,  or  corrupt  nature,  is  proud.  Any  scheme 
perseverance  to  be  accomplished  by  our  own  strength,  would  indeed  bo 
reeable  to  the  vanity  of  our  mind ;  but  a  perseverance  founded  on  the 
dity  and  the  power  of  God — a  perseverance  which  acknowledges  itself 
ing,  not  to  any  human  sufficiency,  but  to  an  union  with  Christ,  and  the 
eicession  of  Clirist — ^this  is  a  disgusting  method — that  is  what  the  natural 
m  cannot  away  with.  You  will  find  the  generality  of  people  utterly 
ene  to  it.  Flesh  and  blood  will  not  submit  either  to  be  made  righteous 
fore  God  by  the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ,  or  to  be  made  faithful 
kto  death  by  the  never-failing  faithfulness  of  Christ.  Try  your  friends, 
f  your  followers,  try  your  own  heart  on  this  point. 

To  the  humble  believer,  I  acknowledge,  this  is  a  most  pleasing  and  con- 
latory  doctrine.  lie  who  feels  his  own  impotence,  who  knows  the  power 
his  inbred  corruptions,  and  is  no  stranger  to  the  wiles  of  his  spiritual 
temy ;  he  will  rejoice  in  the  thought  that  nothing  shall  pluck  him  out  of 
8  almighty  Redeemer  s  hand ;  that  his  advocate  witli  the  Father  will  suffer 
nther  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  life,  nor  death,  nor  things  present,  nor 
ings  to  come,  nor  any  other  creature,  to  separate  him  from  tho  love  of  God. 
'ithout  such  a  persuasion,  we  might  too  truly  say  of  the  Christian's  joy, 
hat  Solomon  said  of  worldly  merriment,  *^  I  said  of  laughter,  it  is  mad ; 
d  of  mirth,  what  does  it?"  If  he  who  is  to-day  basking  in  tho  divine 
r'our,  may  before  the  morrow  be  weltering  in  a  lake  of  fire,  then  joy,  even 
r  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  unreasonable ;  and  peace,  even  that  peace  which 
sseth  all  understanding,  is  cliimerical, — a  building  without  a  basis;  at 
st,  a  bowing  wall  and  a  tottering  fence. 

Let  us  examine  the  doctrine  which  Mr.  Wesley  sayB  is  so  pleamng  to  flesh 
1  blood ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  carnal  people.  What  is  the  thing  which 
i  Psalmist  teaches,  and  Aspasio  professes?  That  tho  persons  who  are 
Ksribed  in  the  Psalm  *,  shall  never  apostatize  from  the  true  faith,  or  from 
e  obedience.  Is  this  so  agreeable  to  carnal  people?  Is  it  not  rather 
warrantable  in  Mr.  Wesley  to  suppose  that  carnal  people  either  possess 
o  faith,  or  perform  true  obedience,  or  can  be  pleased  with  either  ?     £spe- 

Tbc  xvih  Psalm,  I  apprehend,  describes  the  {>erfect  character :  that  perfection  which 
igt  really  fulMud }  and  U  the  righteousncu  in  winch  Ood  ia  ni«^  ^\]nJw4. 


524 


:.i:TTKRa  to  rire 


riiilty  aincc  tlio  apoatlc  assurcB  us  that  the  "carnal  mimi  is  not  subjwrt  to 
law  of  God,  nt'itlicr  indeed  can  Ije." 

Besides,  are  nat  tlie  duties  mentioned  hy  lUu  Panlmimt  oflTiMunvc  to  I 
aod  blood  ?  Do  they  not  require,  or  implj',  the  mor^cation  of  ow 
Appetites,  nod  tlic  discipline  of  our  unruly  affections  ?  Can  it  he  a  welca 
piece  of  newa  to  flcsli  and  blood,  that  this  luortifi cation  atinll  taki 
instead  of  being  reniitted,  shall  tnereaee?  and  nevcT,  never  be  dl 
till  inortnlity  is  swallawcd  up  of  life  1  If  so,  the  old  mau  which  »  com 
must  be  pleased  with  the  curb,  and  the  dnggcr  must  delight  in  its  oitu  mtni 
und  ita  own  destruction.  Such  a  paradox  wo  must  bcUevo  before  wc  t 
espouse  Mr.  "Wesley's  notion,  That  flesh  and  blood  arc  [ik-astil  wUi  I 
doctrine  of  a  final  perseverance  iit  self-denial,  in  rigbt<.'oiiaDeBh  and  b 
hohness.  . 

"  Should  yoitr  repentance  be  without  a  f^lurc,  and  without  a  flaw,  I  im 
etill  say  to  my  friend,  as  our  Lord  replied  to  the  young  ruler,  '  One  tlii 
thou  lackeat/  In  all  these  acta  of  humiliation,  you  have  only  (alien  Jm 
to  yourself;  whereas,  a  righteousness  is  wanting,  which  luaymagni^l 
law,  and  make  it  honourable."  Tliesc  arc  Aspasio's  words ;  upuu  ^ 
Mr.  Wesley  animadverts :  "  One  thin^  thou  lockest,  tlie  imputed  riglitan 
sees  of  Chriat !  You  cannot  think  this  is  the  meaning  of  tho  text,"  Ndll 
doM  Aspasio  affirm  this  to  be  the  meaning  ;  he  only  uses  the  wurde  by 
of  acoommodation.  Could  you  demonstrate  that  our  Lord  int«Ddrid  no  i 
thing,  yet  the  sentence  may  not  improperly  express  Aspaaio's  opudon; 
if  BO,  be  not  unfit  for  his  use. 

However,  li-t  ue  inquire  into  tho  exact  meaning  of  the  text.     A  TCiyl 
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wL  This  notion  may  pass  current  at  Romc^  not  among  the  Protestant 
idles.  Our  own  church  has  most  expressly  disclaimed  it.  Speaking  of 
iit  and  his  precious  blood-shedding,  sho  adds,  *'  Whereby  alone  wc  aro 
'e  partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 

Is  the  obedience  of  Christ  insufficient  to  accomplish  our  justification  ?" 
}  you  would  correct  both  the  language  and  the  doctrine.  77//?  fatit/iia^c  ; 
rou  say,  **  Rather  I  would  ask,  is  the  death  of  Clirist  insufficient  to 
liasc  it."  To  purchase  justification,  you  suppose,  is  more  proper  and 
?8sive  than  to  accompUgh.  As  this  may  seem  a  strife  of  words,  I  shall 
iss  it  without  much  solicitude ;  only  I  would  transiently  observe,  that  to 
nplish  denotes  more  than  to  purchase.  It  denotes  the  constituent  cause ; 
;  the  schoolmen  call  the  matter  of  justification,  or  the  very  thing  which 
ts  it.  If  your  favourite  phrase  implies  all  this,  let  it  have  the  pre- 
cnce. 

ext  you  correct  the  doctrine  by  saying,  "  I  would  rather  ask,  is  the 
1  of  Christ  insufficient  to  purchase  justification?"  I  answer,  if  you 
ider  the  death  of  Christ  as  exclusive  of  his  obedience,  it  is  insufficient. 
ou  do  not,  there  is  no  great  reason  for  your  starting  a  doubt  where  we 

arc  agreed ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  scarce  worth  my  while  to  take  notice  of 
I  will,  therefore,  return  to  the  distinction  which  you  think  proper  to 
e  between  accomplishing  and  purchasing  justification.  AVhy,  Sir,  would 
set  aside  the  former  phrase?     Does  it  not  imply,  that  which  justifies; 

very  thing  which  commends  us  to  God ;  that  very  righteousness  in 
•h  we  stand  accepted  before  him  ?  Does  not  this  way  of  expressing 
tl  most  eflfectually  against  tho  errors  of  Popery,  and  exclude  all  co- 
iency  of  faith,  of  works,  or  any  thing  else  whatever  ?  I  said  tho  errors 
hfperif :  For  a  Popish  S}Tiod  will  allow  that  we  aro  not  justified  without 
righteousness  of  Christ,  by  which  he  hath  merited  justification  for  us ; 
declares  at  the  same  time,  If  any  man  shall  say  we  are  formally  rigliteous 
hat  very  righteousness,  let  him  be  accursed.  According  to  this,  which 
)  very  good  confession,  the  righteousness  of  Christ  purchases,  but  does  not 
inplish  ;  it  merit««  our  justification,  but  does  not  constitute  our  justifying 
teousness.  See,  Sir,  whither  your  refinements  aro  leading  you. 
The  saints  in  glory,"  says  Aspasio,  "  ascribe  the  whole  of  their  salvation 
lie  blood  of  the  Lamb."  "  So  do  I,"  replies  Mr.  AVesley ;  "  and  yet  I 
.'ve  he  obtained  for  all  a  possibility  of  salvation."  Is  this  objection 
incut?  Does  Asp.asio'8  assertion  contradict  your  Ix^lief?  Does  it  not 
prise  all  that  you  avouch,  and  much  more  ?  Is  it  possible  that  Mr. 
slry,  who  is  such  a  master  of  logic,  should  argue  in  this  manner,  "  Tho 
ts  in  glory  ascribe  all  their  salvation  to  Christ's  blood ;  therefore  he  did 
obtain  a  possibility  of  salvation  for  all  men?"     "What  a  forced  conclu- 

is  this !  AVliat  wild  reasoning  is  here !  Such  premises,  and  such  an 
rence,  will  probably  incline  the  reader  to  think  of  a  sunbeam  and  a  clod 
lected  with  bands  of  smoke. 

you    was    determined  to  make  this  passage  faulty,  you  should  have 
)sed  it  with  the  following  declaration  of  your  faith :  "  Yet  I   believe 

Christ  obtained  no  more  than  a  possibility  of  salvation  for  any."  Tlien 
would  have  something  suited  to  your  purpose  ;  but  not  agreeable  either 
Dund  sense  or  sound  doctrine.  Not  to  sotmd  smfc:  your  possibility 
%h'ation  ia,   if  people  jyerCorm  the  conditions.      How   then    can    they 
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ascribe  tlio  whole  glory  f o  Clirist  ?  At  this  rato,  thoy  do  n  {lieet 
injustice  to  their  own  resolution  and  diligenee :  oa  thovn,  hy  fiiMilliD^  < 
conditions,  had  a  hand  in  obtaining  the  reward,  thpac  ought  to  h«n 
Bhiirc  in  receiving  the  honour.  Not  to  sound  doctrine:  Afil>aBio  beliel 
much  more  than  a.  possibility  of  salvation  by  Jems  Christ.  lie  hcUoTM 
full  and  complete  salvation,  according  to  that  noble  text,  "  It  \a  finishai 
A  salvation  not  to  he  acquired,  but  absolutely  given,  according  to  til 
precious  Scripture,  "  God  hath  given  to  ns  eternal  life ;"  not  upon  ki 
terms  or  prorcquisitea,  but  ivithout  any  condition  at  all,  according  to  ll 
most  gracious  invitation,  "  Wlioever  will,  let  him  tako  of  the  water  of  | 
freely."  This  1  look  upon  as  sound  doctrine.  But  will  your  notioa  of 
conditional  salvation,  prajKiscd  by  way  of  bargain,  and  granted  upon  tcaa 
comport  vHth  this  gift  of  grace! 

No  more  than  a  possibility  of  salvation !  Yea,  Sir,  Christ  obtaind 
great  and  a  free  salvation.  Great ;  for  it  comprises  the  pardon  of  oil  « 
original  and  actual ;  a  restoration  to  entire  and  unalterable  favour,  togetlv 
with  a  title  to  everlasting  life  and  glory.  This  is  such  a  proviuon  for  a 
happiness  as  becomes  the  immense  goodness  and  inconoeivablo  m^jeaty : 
an  incarnate  God ;  such  as  not  only  suppliea  our  wants,  and  satisfies  « 
desires,  but  surpasses  our  very  wialies — transporting  us  with  vrondor,  ■( 
filling  us  vrilh  joy.  To  accomplish  all  this,  we  may  reasonably  snppoi 
nothing  less  could  be  sufficient  than  the  active  and  passive  rightcousnejii  i 
him  who  is  gone  into  heaven ;  angels,  and  authorities,  and  powers,  hisa 
mode  subject  unto  hioi.  Since  this  matchless  ranson;  has  been  paid,  aa 
these  grand  conditions  are  performed,  there  is  no  obstruction  from  the  ditii 
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%  rcimcth  from  EJom,  vnOi  dyed  gnnncnts  from  Dozmh  ?     Tliia,  that 
Ilia  apparel,  travuIIIng  in  tbe  greatness  of  liie  etrength  ? — I  tliat 
itfOUBnees,  mighty  to  eaTO. — Wherefore  art  thoti  red  in  thino 
tvl,  aiii]  thy  garments  like  him  tbat  trcadeth  in  the  wine-fat  ? — I  have 
vine-prese  aloac,  and  of  the  people  tliere  was  none  with  me." 
)  prophet,  like  one  thrown  into  a  sudden  surprise,  with  a  beautiful 
'  'S  oat,  tVio  ii  tAit  ?     What  extmordinary  appearance  discovera 
BT  to  Riy  eight  ?     Is  it  a  human  or  a  divine  form  that  I  behold  ?    lis 
I  EJom,  the  country — from  Bozrah,  the  capital— of  our  professed 
■uiil   enemies.     Is  he  for  us,  or  for  our  adversaries  ?     Tlio  first  i]uestioa 
3  to  proceed  from  a  distant  and  indistinct  view.     He  then  takes  a  nearer 
,   and  describcB  the  wonderful  personage  with  greater  particularity. 
B  th.-xt  conitth  with  dyed  ffarm^ilt,Uke  some  terrible  and  victorious  warrior 
'-^^mA  has  Ecnrcely  sheathed  the  sword  of  slaughter;  who  is  all  encrimsoncd, 
^■•d  still  recking  with  the  blood  of  the  slain. 

*!Tho  vision  liccomes  clearer  and  clearer.  I  see  him,  adds  the  rapturous 
K^r^ophet,  if/urioM  in  ^t*  apparel ;  highly  graceful,  as  well  as  extremely  awful: 
kv^raaring  in  his  aspect,  in  his  whole  person,  in  his  very  dress,  the  marks  of 

■    aan ill  III  illL'iilj     Tranfllingintiie  grealneM  of  hit  ilreiifflk  ;  not  faint  with 

■^Xnt,  nor  wearied  with  the  &tigne  of  the  dreadful  action,  but  like  one  that  it 
^i^kdefatigaljlc  ia  hia  zeal,  and  irrc^stible  in  his  power:  and  therefore  still 
!»^r-eHing  fi)rwaTda  to  new  victories,  still  going  on  from  conquering  to  conquer. 
The  majo^tii^  object  is  all  this  while  advancing.  At  length  he  approaches 
^^^ev  enough  to  hold  a  conference  with  this  devout  inquirer.  Ono  would 
K^n^tuially  expect  that  his  Speech   should   be,  like  his   aspect,  alarming  and 

fc  MTi lull  I    ItatgiaceiBon  his  tongue,  and  his  lips  drop  balm.     I  that  gpeak 

£wi  rhjhtfniiitnfss  ;  all  whose  words  are  faithfulness  and  tnith — an  immoveable 

^Eftiundation  for  the  ^th  of  my  people.      J^hat  fpeai  of  riffiteoumeit ;   of  that 

~^r«ii-stcrioiis  nirlitoousnesa  which  is  the  delight  of  my  Father,  and  the  life  of 

'•Jie  world  :  to  bring  in  which,  is  the  design  of  my  appearance  on  earth,  and 

'^11  reveal  it,  is  the  oSicc  of  my  Spirit.     By  means  of  this  righteousness  1  am 

•aaifltttj  to  f<ir.- ;  to  save  thoc,  to  save  any  lost  sinner;  to  save  them,  as  with 

'%he  arm  of  Ontaipotcnce,  beyond  all  that  they  can  think,  even  to  the  very 

1iltenni>at. 

Ilore  the  prophet  seems  to  bo  somewhat  at  a  loss,  and  takes  leave  to  renew 
Iiis  inqTiiry.  If  thou  art  come  not  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save, 
"  'Whererore  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparel,  and  thy  garments  like  him  tliat 
treadi-th  ih  the  wine-fat?"  These  indicate,  not  deliverance,  but  destruction  ; 
these  are  tokins,  not  of  forbearing  mercy,  but  of  inexorable  vengeance.  It  ia 
true,  replies  the  illustrious  Hero,  /  Aaea  trcdden  the  icine-prut  *;  I  LaTo 
cnished  my  foes,  I  have  trampled  theqi  under  my  feet,  and  rcpeiitonco  was 
hill  from  mine  eyes.  But  thy  enemies  were  the  ohjects  of  mine  indignation  : 
Sin.  anil  death,  and  hell,  are  the  vanquished  adversaries.  It  is  tlieii  blood 
that  is  sprinkled  upon  my  gnnnenta,  and  that  stains  all  my  raiment.  Tliis 
^  victory  I  have  gained  by  myself  alone ;  being  infinitely  too  great  in  my 
power  to  want  an  associate,  and  infinitely  too  jealous  of  my  honour  to  accept 

'  This  pbnwe  eridenllf  deootei  conqneit  uid  triamph ;  enemlcB  Tinqniihed  and  totally 
destroyed.  Itihonld  never,  UiereTore,  be  applied  to  the  igoniiing,  but  to  the  triumphant, 
Savioiir;  not  lo  JeiBS  prostnte  on  the  ground,  but  to  Jeani  making  biifoeahEii  foot- 


„.  A^riiiioiriic  third  and  fourth  ?  Wliat 
oiirhth,  and  ninth  ?     The  former  treat 
divine  justice  :  the  latter  treat  still  m 
by  the  divine  law,  and  yielded  by  the  c 

These  things,  however,  "  you  cannot 
divine  justice  to  be  nwessary  !     Arc]  y» 
Not  allow  a  complete  confonnity  to  tht 
not  then  warping  to  the  Antinoniian  ? 
both  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left 
yourself  and  your  followers  from  suffer 
must  allow  what  you  deny,  who  believcii 
the  divine  law  to  be  unalterable.     A  just 
less  than  complete,  can  never  be  deemed  i 
rest  satisfied  with  an  obedience  that  is  d( 
law  of  the  Modes  and  Persians. 

"  The  terms  of  acceptance  for  fallen  ma 
faith."  I  must  own  1  do  not  much  like  t 
referred  to  the  mediation  of  Christ.  And 
sistently,  should  not  be  over-fond  of  it,  be 
for  my  own  part,  I  have  no  quarrel  again: 
exact  phraseology  of  Scripture,  but  becai 
Shall  we  treat  with  the  Deity,  as  free  stat 
each  other  ?  The  one  obtaininrr  from  the 
concession,  by  complying  with  his  terms  \ 

To  confirm  your  opinion,  that  **  the  tern 

repentance  and  faith,"  you   produce  the 

believe  the  gospel."     Here  you  wTite  like 

just  disputation  means.     Yon  lay  aside  yo 

your  unquestionablics,  and  urge    a  proo 

rightly  understand  and  diil"  — ' 
«p 
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foOowB : — Repent ;  forsake  all  your  vices,  and  all  your  follies ;  mortify 
€▼11  temper,  and  renounce  erery  evil  way.  In  order  to  render  this 
weticable,  believe  the  goepel;  wherein  a  Saviour  b  preached  and  displayed, 
fc4>  makes  peace  for  such  o£fenders,  reconciles  them  to  God,  and  obtains 
mal  redemption  for  them.  This  will  sweetly  withdraw  your  affections 
■n  iniquity,  and  sweetly  attach  them  to  the  blessed  God :  Whereas,  without 
m  powerful  expedient,  you  will  never  be  delivered  from  the  pleasing  witch- 
hi!  of  your  lusts ;  sin  will  always  have  dominion  over  you,  so  long  as 
B  an  under  the  law  and  not  under  grace.  Repentance,  thus  understood,  is 
the  condition  of  obtaining  salvation,  but  the  fruit  of  salvation  obtained, 
if  repentance  be  a  gift,  it  cannot  be  a  term  or  condition.  He 
bo  a  stranger  to  the  import  of  language,  and  the  common  ideas  of  man- 
■d,  who  will  take  upon  him  to  affirm  the  latter ;  and  he  must  bo  yet  a 
ffiler  stranger  to  the  holy  word  of  God,  who  will  offer  to  deny  the  former. 
Christ  is  exalted/'  saith  the  apostle,  "  to  give  repentance."  Not  to  require 
at  a  condition  of  blessedness,  but  to  give  it  as  a  most  eminent  blessing.  Not 
^wre  repentance  of  fallen  man,  who  is  not  able  to  think  a  good  thought ; 
it  give  it  from  his  unsearchable  riches,  and  work  it  by  his  almighty  power. 
Tou  say,  "  The  terms  of  acceptance  for  fallen  man  are,''*  &c.  Methinks  I 
Mold  be  glad  to  know  what  you  mean  by  fallen  man.  Do  you  mean  (as 
hn  tell  us  in  your  collection  of  sermons)  ''  one  dead  to  God,  and  all  the 
Bugs  of  God ;  having  no  more  power  to  perform  the  actions  of  a  living  Chris- 
bi,  than  a  dead  body  to  perform  the  Auctions  of  a  living  man  V  What  terms, 
beseech  you,  can  such  a  one  fulfil  ?  Be  they  ever  so  difficult,  or  ever  so  easy,  it 
■keth  no  difference.  The  hand,  stiff  in  death,  is  no  more  able  to  move  a 
•ther  than  to  remove  a  mountain.  Whatever,  therefore,  others  may  affirm, 
on,  ffir,  cannot  talk  of  repentance  to  be  exercised  by  fallen  man,  until  he  is 
lidcened  and  enabled  by  fellowship  with  Christ,  the  living  and  life-giving 
Bid ;  unless  you  choose  either  to  contradict  your  own  assertion,  that  fallen 
mi  is  absolutely  dead  to  all  good  ;  or  else  think  proper  to  maintain,  that 
b  dead  may  not  only  act,  but  perform,  some  of  the  most  excellent  acts  and 
■portant  offices. 

You  should  likewise.  Sir,  if  you  would  write  correctly  and  argue  forcibly, 
Bve  told  us  what  you  mean  by  faith  ;  otherwise,  you  may  intend  one  thing 
■d  I  another,  even  while  we  both  use  the  same  word.  In  this  case,  our  dis- 
nte  might  be  as  endless  as  it  must  be  fruitless. 

By  faith  I  mean,  what  St.  John  calls,  a  receiving  of  Christ ;  a  receiving 
f  him  and  his  benefits,  as  they  are  freely  given  in  the  word  of  grace  and 
rath.  If  this,  which  is  the  apostolical,  be  a  proper  definition,  then  it  seems 
lot  to  come  under  the  denomination  of  a  condition.  They  must  be  excessive 
sfiners  indeed,  who  would  call  my  receiving  a  rich  present,  the  terms  or  eon- 
itions  of  possessing  it ;  or  would  esteem  my  eating  at  a  plenteous  feast, 
ic  terms  and  conditions  of  cnjo3ring  it.  Is  not  this  to  subtilise  till  sound 
use  is  lost  ? 

Faith,  according  to  St.  Paul,  is  a  persuasion  that  Christ  loved  me,  and  gave 
mself  for  me.  Where  is  any  trace,  or  any  hint  of  conditionality  in  this 
«cription  ?  I  do  not  hear  the  apostle  saying — ^he  loved  me,  provided  I 
pent ;  he  gave  himself  for  me,  in  case  I  think  this  or  do  that ; — but,  he 
ve  himself  for  me  when  I  was  ungodly,  and  had  performed  no  conditions ; 
len  /  waa  without  strengthy  and  could  perform  no  co\idL\^<QfCA.    TV>a&  \a 

M  M 
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gave  himself  for  me,  that  I  might  haTe  reminion  of  mot  throagfa  Im  b 
and  eternal  life  through  his  righteousBess.  Beliering  these  delightfiil  tr 
and  receiving  these  heavenly  privilegeSy  1  love  my  most  adorable  Benda 
and  abhor  those  iniquities  for  which  he  wept,  and  groaned,  and  died, 
luve  of  Christ  is  vital  holiness ;  and  this  abhorrence  of  sin  is  practical  rq 
anoe  ;  and  both  arc  the  fruits,  therefore  cannot  be  the  conditions,  of  ah 
by  Jesus. 

Some  holy  men  and  excellent  writers,  I  confess,  have  not  scmpkd  to 
faith  and  repentance  the  conditions  of  our  salvation.  Yet  I  cannot  pie?i 
m3rsclfto  admire  or  approve  tlic  language.  I  fear  it  tends  to  cmlNimi 
sincere  soul ;  to  darken  the  lustre  of  grace ;  and  to  afford  too  much  ooc 
for  boasting. 

To  etnfHirrasM  the  sincere  90ul. — For,  if  I  am  saved  on  conditions,  thif 
naturally  divert  my  atU^ntion  from  the  grand  and  all-sufficient  cu 
justification, — the  riglitoousncss  of  Christ,  which  alone  gives  solid  coi 
Instead  of  delighting  myself  in  the  Lord  Redeemer,  I  shall  be  engag 
an  anxious  concern  about  the  supposed  conditions :  whether  I  have  perfc 
them  ?  Whether  I  have  performed  them  aright  ?  Whether  there  ma 
bo  Home  latent  defiTt,  that  npoils  all,  and  renders  my  labour  fruitless  ? 
more  serious  our  miuds  are,  and  the  more  tender  our  consciences,  Uic 
shall  we  be  liable  to  perplexity  and  disquietude  on  this  head. 

It  ecliptn  the  lustre  of  grace. — *^  Ye  arc  saved  by  gracts"  sajrs  the  on 
Heaven.  But  if  salvation  be  upon  conditions,  it  cannot  be  of  grao 
muHt,  in  some  measure  at  least,  be  of  works.  Since  it  depends  upon  w( 
the  conditions,  it  is  obtained  by  working  the  conditions ;  and  the  can* 
has  reason  to  look  principally  unto  his  performance  of  the  conditions, 
art'  to  him,  by  incomparable  degrees,  the  most  important  point ;  be 
witliout  their  all-significant  interposition,  everything  else  is  as  nothing. 
(J«>d'»  everlasting  love,  and  Christ's  everlasting  riglite(>usne98,  are,  ti 
conditions  «ire  fulfilled,  but  cyphers  without  the  initial  figure. 

//  affonU  tt)t)  much  occ<mon  fur  Itoa^ing. — May  I  not,  in  this  case, 
my  own  ap])lication  and  industr}'  ?  Tlicy,  they  exerted  themselves  si; 
fully ;  and  behold  the  promised  n^ward  is  miue.  What  then  should  1 
nie  from  dacrificing  unto  my  own  net,  and  burning  incense  unto  ro; 
drag  ?  At  this  door  the  notion  of  merit  will  unavoidably  creep  in  ;  b< 
my  performance  of  the  condition  is  meritorious  of  the  covenanted  re 
— so  far  meritorious,  that  the  reward  is  my  due  :  I  may  demand  it  as  a 
and  it  will  be  an  act  of  apparent  injustice  to  withhold  it.  But  shall 
things  be  said  unto  the  Almighty  ?  Will  these  things  redound  to 
praise  of  the  glory  of  his  grace  ? "  Do  these  things  hide  vanity  from 
or  consist  with  a  salvation  that  is  '^  without  money  or  without  pi 
Not  quite  so  well,  I  believe  yourself  will  acknowledge,  as  the  folic 
lines : — 

Let  the  world  their  virtue  boast, 
Thfir  works  <»f  rigliteousness  : 

I,  a  wretch  undone  and  loAt, 
Am  fretly  saved  by  grace  : 

Other  title  1  dii^claiin, 

Thi?,  only  this,  i?  all  my  plea ; 

I  the  chief  of  sinnert}  am. 
But  Jesus  died  for  me. 

"Fallen  man  (you  say')  \8  ^wstK^cd,  ivoiVy  Y^^^^^^^^"^'^"^^-*^'^'^^'^^ 
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N'ot  hj  perfect  obedience  !  Ah,  Sir !  if  you  had  remembered  the  immuta- 
bility of  God,  and  the  spirituality  of  his  law,  you  would  not  have  challenged 
JkSm  expression. — '^  But  by  faith."^  Here,  it  is  trae,  you  use  the  language 
tf  Scripture.  Nevertheless  it  behoves  a  watchman  in  Israel  to  show  how 
the  language  of  Scripture  may  be  abused.  Faith,  you  allow,  is  imputed  to 
as  fofr  righteousness ;  therefore  (you  infer)  not  the  righteousness  or  perfect 
obedience  of  Christ.  This,  if  you  mean  any  thing,  or  would  speak  any 
thing  to  the  purpose,  must  be  your  way  of  arguing.  So  you  would  set 
Ufh  and  Christ's  righteousness  at  variance^  The  former  shall  exclude  the 
litter  from  its  office  :  whereas,  the  former  is  only  the  pitcher  at  the  fountain, 
vUle  the  latter  is  the  very  water  of  life — ^is  that  blessed,  glorious,  heavenly 
etpedient,  which,  received  by  faith,  justifies,  sanctifies,  saves. 
•  According  to  your  gospel,  fiaith  will  say  to  the  righteousness  of  the 
ledeemer,  *^  Depart  hence,  I  have  no  need  of  thee.  I  myself  act  as  the 
lliitiiying  righteousness.  I  stand  in  the  stead  of  perfect  obedience,  in  order 
»  acceptance  with  God*.*'  To  this  may  we  not  reply,  was  faith  then 
mcified  for  you  ?  Has  faith  magnified  the  divine  law  ?  Or  is  it  by  means 
F  foith,  that  not  one  jot  or  tittle  of  its  precepts  pass  unfulfilled  ? 

If  faith,  in  this  sense,  is  imputed  for  righteousness,  how  can  you  subscribe 
liat  emphatical  article  which  declares,  *'  Wo  are  accounted  righteous  before 
k>d[,  only  for  the  merit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  ?  "  Surely, 
It,  you  are  accounted  righteous  for  the  sake  of  that,  whatever  it  be,  which 
tands  in  the  stead  of  perfect  obedience.  That,  whatever  it  be,  may  claim 
be  honour,  and  to  that  justice  itself  cannot  but  award  the  prize. 

If  your  notion  be  true,  the  believer  ought  to  have  his  own  faith  principally 
%  "view.  Whatever  presents  me  perfectly  obedient  before  God,  is  my 
Teatest  good — is  my  choicest  portion — the  best  foundation  for  my  hope,  my 
teace,  my  joy.  To  this,  therefore,  so  long  as  I  know  my  own  interest,  I 
mat  chiefly  look.  Whereas,  look  unto  Jesus  is  the  direction  of  the  Holy 
Jliost.  Look  unto  his  perfect  atonement  and  complete  righteousness,  and 
le  saved,  is  the  grand  unchangeable  ^dict  issued  from  the  throne  of  grace. 

Perhaps  you  will  say,  are  not  the  words  of  Scripture  expressly  on  my 
ide  ?  "  Faith  is  imputed  for  righteousness."  True.  But  is  the  sense  of 
icripture  on^your  side  ?  Suppose  I  should  undertake  to  prove,  that  David 
ras  purged  from  guilt  by  the  hyssop  which  groweth  on  the  wall ;  this  you 
ronld  think  a  wild  and  impracticable  attempt.  But  should  I  not  have  the 
rords  of  Scripture  expressly  on  my  side  ?  ^  Purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I 
hall  be  clean."  Yet  should  I  not  have  the  least  countenance  imaginable 
rom  the  spirit  and  sense  of  those  sacred  writings.  Has  the  hyssop,  a  mean 
rorthless  shrub,  any  kind  of  fitness  to  stand  in  the  stead  of  the  sacrificial 
lood,  and  make  the  atonement  for  sin  ?  No  more  fitness  has  faith  to  stand 
EI  the  stead  of  perfect  obedience,  to  act  as  our  justifying  righteousness,  or 
vocure  our  acceptance  with  God. 

**  What  Christ  has  done."  Here  Mr.  Wesley  himself  speaks  of  what 
>hrist  has  done.  He  lays  it  as  the  foundation  of  that  first  and  most  com- 
»reliensive  blessing,  justification.  In  this  I  most  cordially  agree  with  him  ; 
loping  that  we  shall  unanimously  join  to  defend  this  important  sentiment 

*  These  are  Mr.  We8ley*s  own  words,  in  his  explication  of  this  very  doctrine.  See  his 
lermon  on  the  Righteousness  of  Faith,  vol.  i.  p.  111. 
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ri^ason  for  tliis  distinction  ;  especially 
in  the  work  of  salvation,  not  this  or  tl 
Christ  himself  declares,  /  am,  in  that 
of  sinners,  the  be^ inning  atul  the  ending 
is,  as  it  follows  in  the  text,  the  Almight 

Your  meaning,  I  presume,  is,  what  i 
influence  and  significancy  of  our  own  d< 
terms  and  conditions,  may  come  in  for  i 
great   work.     Tliis  was  the  doctrine  oi 
this  is  the  doctrine  still  maintained  in  the 
of  all  their  abominations,  the  most  refinet 
our  Saviour.     It  bears  the  greatest  opp 
and  the  freencss  of  his  redemption. 

I  have  heard  it  insinuated,  that  Mr.  Wc 
insinuation  I  rejected,  as  the  grossest  ca. 
itself.  I  acquit  you.  Sir,  from  the  charge  c 
nobody,  I  apprehend,  can  acquit  your  prim 
testantism  and  popery.  Tliey  have  stole 
infected  with  the  leaven  of  Antichris^.  Y 
specious  papistical  tenets,  and  listened  to  t 
than  you  are  aware. 

Amidst  all  your  mistakes  (and  from  n- 
believe  your  principal  aim  is,  the  honour 
souls :  therefore  I  speak  the  more  freely, 
a  devotee  to  vain-glory,  such  liberty  might 
suaded  better  things  of  l^Ir.   Wesley.     ] 
'^  whereinsoever    he  is  mistaken,   his  mim 
sincerely  desires  to  be  better  informed."     T 
a  Christian.     To  this  spirit  I  addre«B  ^^ 
sincerity  and  ton/^'*— 
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ID  Sir, — Persons  skilled  in  the  dissection  of  animal  bodies  fre- 
BbUj  mention  Copaparative  Anatomy.  May  I  borrow  tbe  term,  and 
^tf  it  to  iheology  ?  I  do  then  freely  declare,  that  in  case  you  censured 
Npwio  for  points  of  divinity  comparatively  small,  you  should  have  no 
ipontion  nor  any  check  from  this  pen. 

flome  people,  fbr  instance,  are  of  opinion,  that  the  belief  of  a  parent  is 
■■derably  beneficial  to  his  children.  Tliat  when  St.  Paul  says  to  the 
jailor,  ^^  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved  and  thy 
he  promises  some  special  good  that  should  redound  to  the  man'^s 
Hidiold  from  his  own  receival  of  Christ.  It  seems,  indeed,  that  the 
■ottle  mtist  intend  something  of  this  nature,  more  than  barely  to  say.  Thy 
auly  also,  provided  they  follow  thy  example,  shall  obtain  salvation  with 
feraal  glory.  If  this  were  the  whole  of  his  meaning,  he  need  not  have  con- 
Bed  it  to  tbe  jailor^s  domestics,  but  might  have  extended  it  to  all  the  inhabi- 
VCs  of  Philippi. 

Such  tenets,  whether  admitted  or  rejected,  affect  not  the  main  point.  Men 
feiqr  embrace  which  side  of  the  question  they  think  proper,  and  yet  be  sound 
I  tlie  hiih  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But  errors  relating  to  that  righteous- 
m  which  is  the  one  efficient  cause  of  justification,  in  which  alone  God  is 
ndl  pleased,  and  all  his  perfections  glorified,  which  is  the  only  spring  of 
iKd  peace  and  true  godliness — such  errors  are  extremely  pernicious.  These 
M  must  withstand  with  resolution  and  zeal.  We  may  not  give  place  to 
heir  encroachment,  no,  not  for  an  hour.  The  former  may  be  compared  to  a 
ijr  settled  on  the  dish ;  the  latter  are  more  like  poison  mixed  with  our  food. 
b  dislodge  that,  may  not  be  amiss ;  but  to  prevent,  or  expel,  or  antidote 
Vbj  is  aboolut^y  necessary.  In  the  former  number,  perhaps,  the  reader  will 
nk  your  observation  which  follovrs.  But  as  I  have  undertaken  to  follow 
va  step  by  step,  I  must  not  disregard  it. 

Aspasio,  speaking  of  David,  expresses  a  high  esteem  for  that  hero,  king, 
■d  saint.  Allowing  that  his  esteem  were  carried  a  little  too  far,  where  would 
Bve  been  the  great  hurt  or  the  grievous  offence  ?  How,  Sir,  could  this  have 
jd  to  **  unsettled  notions  in  religion  *  ?  " — I  was  inclined  to  answer  your 
itfections,  as  the  hero  himself  answered  his  censorious  brother,  *^  Is  there 
Dt  a  canse  ?  "  then  passing  on  to  another  subject,  as  he,  perfectly  master  of 
imself^  and  nobly  superior  to  the  aflfront,  turned  to  another  person.  But  as 
m  seem  to  have  injured  David,  and  not  done  justice  to  the  truth,  I  shall 
iidly  be  excused  if  I  dismiss  the  matter  without  some  more  particular 
itioe. 

''*'  God  himself  dignifies  David  with  the  most  exalted  of  all  characters," 
ys  Aspasio.  "  Far,  very  far  from  it  (says  Mr.  Wesley)  :  we  have  more 
aJted  characters  than  David's."  Where,  Sir  ?  Shew  me,  in  any  of  the 
ints,  or  in  any  of  the  sacred  writers,  a  more  devout,  or  a  more  divine  spirit, 
an  that  which  breathes  in  the  penman  of  the  Psalms.     For  my  own  part, 

*  The  reader  will  please  to  remember,  that  the  pamphlet  which  contains  the  rem&rks 
ider  consideniioD,  is  entitled  A  Preserf«ti?e  against  \}nKUltdl\o\\oiAV[i^\\^^tk.«  ' 


_  ,*t  gome  particular  respect  9     "  It 
character."     No !  not  wheu  the  Spi 
to  David,  "  His  heart  was  perfect 
heart  be  j>crfect,  yet  not  influence  hi 
the  second  or  third  year  of  Saul's  rci 
him  during  the  future  years  of  his 
draw.     But  can  you  really  think  it  i 
person  a  man  after  God's  own  heart, 
his  youth,  but  swerves  and  declines  in 
Notwithstanding  all  these  rcmonstrai 
as  though  it  was  a  point  of  the  last  ii 
backslider.     "With  this  view  you  add,  *' 
heart  all  his  life,  or  in  all  particulars  ? 
beseech  you ;  and,  before  you  speak  un 
the  Jjord  himself  replies  to  both  your  intei 
was  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  I^ord,  and  tu 
he  commanded  liim  all  the  days  of  his  lift 
the  Ilittite."     Surely  you  was  not  aware 
book  of  God ;  otherwise,  you  would  no 
much  boldness.     I  will  therefore  put  the 
your  procedure,  and  say  with  the  apostle, 
you  did  it." 

^  There  is  not  a  just  man  upon  earth, 
by  Aspasio.  Upon  which  Mr.  Wesley  o 
so,  before  Christ  came."  According  to  t1 
in  his  Proverbs  and  other  books,  was  sa 
who  might  adapt  his  instructions  to  the  p 
plan  a  system  of  morals  for  futurity ;  w1 
writings  were  dictated  by  iliat  infinitely 
arc  present,  and  to  whom  all  «'"-  ' 
tion,  St.  P«"i  -  " 
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_^04gftiu,  "lie  dnneth  not,"  is  the  same  way  of  apeakioff,  aad  to  be  under- 
"  with  tlio  «me  limitation,  as  that  text  in  Job,  "  he  givctfa  not  account 
'  (if  liLs  iiiittera.**     How,  Kr,  would  yon  iaterpret  these  words  I     It  is 
iably  ceruin,  that  Bometimes  Qod  giveth  account  of  his  mattera ;  he 
t  to  Aliraham,  when  Sodom  and  Oomorr^,  and  the  cities  about  tliem, 
e  to  Itc  dtstroyed  with  brimatone  and  fire  from  heaven.     You'  would 
I   presume,  ia  some  snch  qualified  sense,  expound  the  passage : 
UffiretA  n>if  aeeoutU  ;  it  is  not  his  usual  way,  not  a  custoniaty  procedure 
h  the  ^iqToiae  Disposer  of  things  :  he  geneially  requireth  his  creatures  to 
1  with  liim  upon  trust ;  to  give  themselTea  up,  with  an  implicit  resig- 
ti>  tlie  veracity  of  his  word,  and  the  good  pleasure  of  bis  will."     Tlio 
mony  ijf  .S.-ripture,  and  the  necessity  of  the  case,  call  upon  you  to  gire  the 
m^^mae  espofitiun  of  the  text  before  us. 

1  said,  thr  nceatity  of  tit  eate  ;  for  yon  will  please  to  observe,  the  thing 
u^BBrmed  i.i  afliriDod  in  snch  a  mariher,  Uiat  it  must  be  applied  to  every  indi- 
•^"~mdual  <!'l>ri>ii:]ii,  and  at  the  very  instant  of  his  commencing  a  true  Christian. 
Xiriic  .ijin'itlij  .~ayi  not,  a  saint  of  the  first  rank,  but  ahoioteer.  He  says  not, 
B^k^r  »iic)i  n  oni?  has  been  for  a  considerable  time  born  of  God ;  but  whosoever 
■£«  horn,  m  but  just  entered  upon  the  desirable  state,  nnntth  not.  The  char- 
^^artcr  belun^  to  the  very  weakest  believer  :  the  description  is  suited  even  to 
'^Mbcs  in  Christ.  To  suppose,  therefore,  that  it  impliee  an  entire  freedom 
'%oin  nn,  infirmity,  and  defect,  is  to  suppose  that  all  the  children  of  the 
se^nerxtion  nrc  bom  in  a  state  of  manhood ;  or,  rather,  are  more  than  dud, 
even  while  thiy  are  infants  of  a  day. 

fliir  sense  of  the  passage  is  free  from  this  impropriety,  yet  gives  no  coun- 
tenance to  immorality.  "Whosoever  is  bom  of  God  sinneth  not."  He 
does  not,  lie  cannot  sin,  like  the  devil,  or  one  actuated  by  the  diabolical 
nature.  Tiiia  interpretation  is  rendered  probable,  by  the  apostJe's  antithesis,  , 
"  hv  that  coniniitteth  sin  is  of  the  devil."  It  ia  rendered  necessary,  by  the 
preceding  reiti.irk,  and  by  the  experience  of  Christians.  The  text,  thus 
iuterprcteil,  ia  applicable  to  the  babe  in  Christ  as  well  as  to  the  adult,  lliough 
either  of  them  may  fall  through  the  violence  or  surprise  of  temptation,  yet 
■shber  of  them  can  live  and  die  in  allowed  iniquity,  whether*  of  omisnon  or 
cmnDunon.  They  cannot  have  a  settled  love  to  any  known  sin,  nor  can 
•• '  Asy  eommit  it  with  the  full  consent  of  their  will. 

8(damon,  when  be  uttered  those  hnmblitig  words,  Eocl.  vii.  20,  had  hie 
ijs  upon  what  yon  somewhere  call,  "  ^a  inconceivable  purity  and  spiritu- 
ality of  the  sacred  precepts ; '  upon  that  universal  obedience  which  they 
I  leqnire,  in  every  the  minutest  instance  :  that  we  do  nothing,  great  or  small, 
iriiich  they  forbid  :  leave  nothing  undone,  in  heart  or  life,  whu^  they  enjoin  : 
Ast  we  do  all  this  in  the  most  porfeet  degree ;  not  only  serving  the  Lord, 
but  serving  him  vritb  all  our  strength ;  not  only  loving  onr  neighbour,  but 
loving  him  as  onr  own  soul ;  ever  exercising  the  utmost  regularity  of  affection 
and  deaire ;  ever  mainttuning  the  utmost  rectitude  of  temper  and  thought. 
If  yon  also,  Sir,  had  your  eye  fixed  npon  the  same  law,  as  it  delineates  and 
demands  this  "  inconceivable  parity  and  spirituality,"  you  would  not  scruple 
to  acquiesce  in  the  wise  man's  confession,  nor  think  much  to  adopt  it  as  your 
own.  You  would  acknowledge  it  calculated,  not  only  for  the  Mosaic  era, 
and  the  meridian  of  Judea,  but  for  all  times  aad  all  places ;  till  those  dow 


j,  and  that  n 
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V  eartb  appear,  whcTcin  dwell eth  coiuuuiiuittu  ri)^leon» 


"  In  many  tilings  wo  offend  all."  "  Tliat  8t.  Jmnus  dous  not  uptfik  Hut  uf 
imscir,  or  real  Christians,  will  dearly  appear  to  all  who  itniuu-tiiUljr  coiuiila 
lie  context."  I  wish.  Sir,  yon  had  made  tlila  appear  tu  tmo,  man  to  hiin 
rliom  you  honour  witli  this  addresa  ;  then  I  should  not  have  betn  obliged  to 
ak.  Of  whom  apeaketU  the  apostle  X  He  says,  "  My  brethren ;  "  Dow  not 
hia  imply  true  helieyere,  and  real  Christiana  ?  He  says,  "  Wc  teachers  •  :' 
Joes  this  not  comprehend  himself,  and  doscriho  his  office  ?  He  adds,  "  Wi- 
ll : "  if  he  himaeif,  and  real  Christians,  arc  not  included  in  this  moat  com- 
irehenaive  clause,  I  would  desire  to  know  in  what  terms  they  could  pijsihly 
>e  comprised. 

According  to  this  interpretation,  the  orguins  is  just,  and  tlie  concluunn 
orcible.  As  though  he  had  said,  "  My  dear  brethren,  though  you  arp  truly 
onvcrted  to  Christianity,  yet  do  not  unadvisedly  engage  in  tlui  nrdnauii  anil 
,wful  work  of  thu  ministry  :  remembering,  that  we  niinisters  uf  the  go>^p«l 
ball  be  subject  to  a  stricter  judgment  f  than  Cliiisdans  iti  ordinary  litf  ;  suA 
f.  upon  trial,  we  arc  found  i^thless,  aliall  rccctre  a  heavier  condemnation  t. 
The  <langer,  let  rac  add,  is  rery  considerable  ;  because,  such  is  tho  fnuliy  of 
lur  mortal  state,  that  tbu  rery  best  among  us,  and  those  conversant  in  sacred 
hings,  cannot  always  walk  uprightly ;  but  in  many  instances  we  iny,  ne 
ituinble,  we  offend." 

Whereas,  if  neither  the  apoetle  himself^  nor  real  Chriatinne  bo  meml,  I 
■an  see  no  projiriety  nor  force  in  tho  reasoning. — Nay,  I  cau  sec  nu  rcuoning 
it  all,  (tliough  the  illative  particle /or  evidently  requires  it,)  aotliing  but  a 
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Had  tie  words  been,  "  In  many  things  we  oflFend,"  you  might,  by  disie- 
>ftcding  the  context,  have  borrowed  some  slight  seeming  conntenance  for 
^oar  criticism  from  the  ninth  verse,  where  the  apoetle  is  supposed  to 
pereonate  the  wicked,  "  Therewith  curse  we  man."  But  in  the  place  under 
consideration,  he  enlarges  the  sentiment,  and  strengthens  the  language : 
though  free  fropi  that  particular  crime,  he  was  not  &ee  from  this  general 
char^.  Here  therefore  he  spares  not  himself;  he  takes  shame  to  himself; 
and  teaches  the  most  upright  of  the  human  race,  to  plead  guilty  before  their 
Judge.  We  the  servants  of  God ;  we  the  ambassadors  of  Christ ;  we  all,  not 
one  excepted,  in  many  things  offend.  Where  then  could  tiej/,  and  c^i !  where 
can  you  and  /,  look  for  our  perfection,  but  only  in  our  cUvinely  gracious  Surety, 
Bridegroom,  Head  ?  There  let  us  seek,  where  some  excellent  lines  (whose 
author  you  may  probably  know)  have  taught  us  to  find  it ; 

Now  let  mi  climb  pcrfccdon'i  height, 

And  ioto  nothing  fall ; 
Be  IcH  thin  nothing  in  th*  right. 
While  Christ  ii  lU  in  all  ^ 

In  the  paragraph  which  begins,  "O  children  of  Adam,"  you  do  not 
distinguish  what  tiie  law  is  made  to  speak,  according  to  a  new  scheme  of 
divinity;  and  what  it  really  does  speak  to  tme  believers,  on  the  principles 
of  the  gospel.  Oive  me  leave  to  rectify  your  mistakes,  and  to  point  out  the 
manner  in  which  you  should  have  expressed  yourself. 

To  rueiify  your  mittate*. — You  suppose  the  law,  upon  Aspasio'e  plan, 
speaking  to  this  efiect.  "  0  children  of  Adam,  you  are  no  longer  obliged  to 
loTo  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart."*  Indeed  you  are.  The  obliga- 
tion remains,  and  is  unalterable  ;  but  it  has  been  fully  satisfied,  as  the  con- 
dition of  life  and  immortality,  by  the  believer's  glorious  Surety.  "  Once  I 
insiated  on  absolute  parity  of  heart ;  now  I  can  dispense  with  some  degrees 
of  evil  desire."  No  sndi  thing.  Every  degree  of  evil  demre  I  condemn 
with  inexorable  rigour;  but  every  such  offence  has  been  thus  condemned, 
and  thus  punished,  in  the  flesh  of  your  crucified  Lord.  "  Since  Christ  has 
Fulfilled  the  law  for  you,  you  need  not  fulfil  it :"  Rather,  you  need  not  fulfil 
It  in  order  to  the  justification  of  your  persons,  or  to  obtain  eternal  life  and 
Ijlory.  This,  to  you  the  greatest  of  impossibilities,  has  been  performed  in 
foiir  behalf  by  a  Mediator  and  Redeemer,  to  whom  nothing  is  impossible. 
"  I  will  connive  at,  yea,  accommodate  my  demands  to  your  weakness." 
tiot  this,  but  what  is  much  better :  I  see  no  sinful  weakneeaee  in  you ; 
beceause  they  are  all  covered  with  the  resplendent  robe  of  your  Saviour's 
righteousness;  therefore,  I  no  longer  curse,  but  bless  you,  and  sign  your 
title  to  everlasting  happiness,  llius  the  enmity  of  our  nature  is  slain ; 
tltaa  the  precepts,  even  the  strictest  precepts,  become  amiable  and  desirable. 
We  love  the  law,  which,  through  our  dear  Redeemer,  is  no  longer  against 
u«,  but  on  our  side  ;  is  a  messenger  of  peace,  and  bears  witness  to  our  com- 
pleteness in  Christ. 

TA«  manner  in  ithieh  you  tKmdd  hoM  exprtued  yourtel/. — This  is  wliat 
the  law  speaks,  according  to  Aspauo's  doctrine  :  "  0  believers  in  Christ,  I 
am,  like  my  divine  Autlior,  consummate  and  unchangeable.  I  did  require, 
I  do  require,  and  ever  shall  require,  perfect  love  to  God,  perfect  charity  to 
your  nmghboar,  and  perfect  holiness  both  in  heart  and  life.  Never  abating 
one  tittle  of  these  my  requirements,  I  shall  denounce  the  curse  upon  every 
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iirc  protcsscdly  displayed  m 
hinted  in  various  other  places.     If  you  • 
tendency,  you  i;\'ill  prove  that  the  grace  oi 
deny,  but  prompts  us  to  commit  ungodlii 
all  my  esteem  to  your  person,  and  deferenc 
you  God  speed. 

^'  Does  tho  righteousness  of  God  ever  mc 
Christ  ?"     Where  do  I  affirm  this,  Sir  ?     I 
at  least  refer  us  to  the  page.     Aspasio,  in  t 
of  what  Christ  has  done  and  suffered — of  1 
Those  expressions  you  change  into  **'  the  me 
ambiguous  phrase,  may  serve  to  perplex  tht 
difficulty.     Give  me  leave,  therefore,  to  i 
state  the  questioA  fairly. 

^^  Does  the  righteousness  of  God  ever  sigi 
dicnce  of  Christ  ?"  To  this  Mr.  "Wesley  rej 
the  Scripture."  "WTiy  then,  Sir,  do  you  i 
advanced  in  support  of  this  interpretation  i 
believes  another.  And  there  is  this  little  diffe 
ivcly  go  upon  :  He  appeals  to  argument  and 
matter  upon  this  nngle  bottom,  ^^  I  believe  &( 

You  proceed :  ^^  It  (that  is,  the  rightoov 
particularly  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans, 
sinners."  Suppose  I  should  say  in  my  turn, 
not  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  God's  n 
flhonld  then  argue  in  your  own  way — brin^ 
just  as  good  an  argument  to  defend,  as  yo 
opinion.  What  would  the  judiciono  i«*-j— 
he  nr**"  <«~-' 
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^f  we  prefer  St.  Peier^s  judgment :  his  judgment  in  tbftt  memorable  passage, 
^*  Who  have  obtained  like  precious  faith  in  the  righteousness  of  our  God, 
evexk  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  This  sentence  is  a  key  to  all  those 
lexid  in  the  New  Testament,  and  many  of  those  in  the  Old,  which  mention 
the  righteousness  of  God.  Here  it  necessarily  signifies  the  righteousness  of 
Christ;  because  none  else  is  our  Crod  and  Saviour:  Here  it  confessedly 
eignifies  the  object  of  justifying  &ith ;  which  cannot  be  the  essential  righteous- 
ness of  an  absolute  Gk)d,  but  must  be  the  vicarious  righteousness  of  an 
incarnate  God.  And  why  should  you  scruple  to  call  the  righteousness. of 
Christ  the  righteousness  of  God,  since  his  blood  is  called  the  blood  of  God ; 
Ids  life,  which  he  laid  down  for  us,  is  called  the  life  of  Gt>d ;  and  he  himself, 
jM  the  Author  of  our  salvation,  is  called  Jehovah  (or  God  self-existent  and 
everlasting)  our  righteousness  ? 

It  is  possible  you  may  produce  some  commentators  of  eminence,  who 
coincide,  or  have  led  the  way,  in  this  interpretation ;  but  may  we  not  ask 
them,  as  well  as  yourself^  On  what  authority  they  proceed  ?  Is  this  the 
plain  and  natural  signification  of  the  words  ?  No ;  but  an  apparent  force 
ap<m  their  natural  import.  Does  this  tend  to  fix  and  ascertain  the  sense  of 
the  passage  ?  No ;  but  it  gives  the  passage  such  a  rambling  turn  as  will 
acoonunodate  itself  to  the  sentiments  of  Arians  or  Socinians,  Arminians  or 
Papists.  Is  this  reconcileable  with  the  tenor  of  Scripture  ?  '^  He  hath 
made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
righteousness  of  God  in  him."  Make  a  trial  of  your  interpretation  upon  this 
distinguished  text:  See  how  it  will  accord  with  common  sense,  or  tho 
analogy  of  faith.  Thai  tts  might  he  made  the  righieoutneu  of  God;  that 
is.  That  we  might  be  made  God'*s  method  of  justifying  sinners.  Can  you 
yourself.  Sir,  upon  an  impartial  review,  "be  pleased  with  such  interpretations 
of  sacred  writ  ? 

How  much  more  noble,  and  how  much  more  comfortable,  is  the  easy  and 
obvious  sense  which  the  words,  in  a  mosf  beautiful  climax,  afford !  Ho 
made  Christ — who  was  perfectly  free  from  sin,  both  in  heart  and  life,  God 
made  him — to  be  sin,  justly  chargeable  with  it,  and  justly  punishable  for  it ; 
that  we,  who  are  full  of  sin,  bpth  original  and  actual,  might  be  made  right- 
tou$;  and  not  barely  righteous,  but,  which  is  a  much  stronger  expression, 
righteou97i€8$  itself;  yea,  that  we  might  be  made,  what  exceeds  all  parallel, 
and  passes  all  understanding,  the  righteotuness  of  God !  Might  have  that 
very  righteousness  for  our  justification,  which  the  God  of  all  perfection, 
uniting  himself  to  our  nature,  wrought,  finished,  and  infinitely  ennobled. 

Mr.  Samuel  Clarke,  in  his  annotations  on  this  verse,  on  Rom.  i.  17*  on 
Rom.  X.  3.  writes  in  the  same  vague  and  unsatisfactory  manner  as  yourself. 
I  could  mention  another  celebrated  commentator,  who  leans  to  this  timid  and 
trimming  scheme.  I  speak  thus  freely,  because  I  look  upon  the  article  of 
justification  through  the  righteousness  of  our  God  and  Saviour,  to  be  the 
supreme  distingmshing  glory  of  Christianity ;  because  I  consider  it  as  the 
richest,  incomparably  the  richest,  privilege  of  the  Christian.  To  have  a 
righteousness,  a  consummate  righteousness,  the  very  righteousness  of  tho 
incarnate  Gk>d,  dignified  with  all  the  perfections  of  tho  divine  nature — to 
have  this  righteousness  imputed  for  our  justification!  Matchless,  incon 
ceivable  blessing !  This  fills  the  believer's  heart  w\tVv  mex^i^asAVA.^  ^vscdSss 
sutdjoy;  this  displajrs  the  grace  of  God  in  the  most  ^Ylwtmxv^  ^xA  Xssl 
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porting  light ;  this  const itutvs  the  most  engaging  motive  to  love,  to 
and  to  all  willing  obedience. 

Ijet  us  not  then  treat  of  it  in  such  diluting  terms,  or  in  such  a 
mising  strain,  as  shall  defeat  the  efficacy  of  the  heavenly  cordial,  or 
up  the  precious  deposituro  to  the  enemies  of  the  gospel.     Let  us  ratho^ 
a  clear  and  full  manifestation  of  the  truth,  of  this  capital  and  leading 
especially,  commend  ourselves  to  every  man's  conscience.     Their 
may'dislike  it,  tlieir  prejudice  may  reject  it,  but  their  conscience,  w] 
it  awakra  and  guns  the  ascendant,  will  embrace  it,  will  cleave  to  it,  ■(' 
rejoice  in  it. 

But  stay.  Let  me  proceed  cautiously ;  not  triumph  immatnrely.  Y« 
rally  your  forces,  and  prepare  for  a  fresh  attack.  Aspaaio  tells  his  frk^ 
That  the  righteousness  of  God  signifies  a  righteousness  of  the  most  »fm^ 
eminent  dignity ;  such  as  is  worthy  to  be  called  by  his  name,  and  mt^ 
justly  challenge  his  acceptance.  To  this  you  reply,  ^I  cannot  allow  it  it 
all."  Asimsio  supports  his  opinion  by  Scripture,  by  reason,  and  by  a  voj 
res|)ectablc  authority.  All  which  Mr.  Wesley  would  confront  and  ofo- 
tliniw,  l>y  that  one  irrefmgable  proof,  "  I  cannot  allow  it  at  all."  Sorclf, 
said  I,  upon  reading  Buch  controversial  triflings,  delivered  with  the  air  tf 
oracular  renponsies,  surely  this  letter  must  have  stolen  its  way  into  the  woiii; 
it  was  designed  as  a  prescr^-ative  for  Mr.  Wesley's  private  societies  only ;  it 
could  never  be  intended  for  public  view,  and  general  examination;  aaat 
every  reader  is  treated,  not  as  his  judge,  no,  nor  as  his  equal,  but  as  lib 
pupil :  not  as  one  that  is  to  be  ad<lressed  with  argument,  and  convinced  hf 
reasoning,  but  as  a  tamo  disciple,  that  is  to  acquiesce  in  the  great  preccptort 

Solcum  Mjf  90. 

To  your  next  paragraph  I  have  no  material  objection.  I  might  indoed 
conipluiu  of  an  uufair  quotation ;  but  I  shall  only  observe,  that  you  wouM 
ditK^urd  the  expn*»z»ion,  im/mttUiufi  of  riffhteousnfSfy  and  insert  in  it<«  st<rad, 
intt'n'jit  in  Christ,  You  had  not  always.  Sir,  such  an  aversion  to  the  phnae 
imptUiti.     Wituess  that  stanza  in  one  of  your  hymns, 

Let  faith  and  love  combine 

To  guard  your  valiant  breast, 
The  plate  be  ri^hteouaneta  divine, 

Imputed  and  impreat. 

However,  in  this  place  I  am  witling  to  gratify  you;  because  it  will  be 
difficult  to  hIiow  how  a  sinner  can  have  a  real  interest  in  Christ,  in  what  he 
haa  done  and  what  he  has  suffered,  any  other  way  tlian  by  imputation.  I 
am  willing  to  gratify  you,  provided  you  do  not  entertain  that  strange  coaceit, 
of  an  ineonipleto  intiTest,  or  an  interest  in  half  the  Redeemer ;  but  look 
\\\um  the  holiuesH  of  his  nature,  the  obedience  of  his  life,  and  the  atonement 
of  his  death,  08  the  one  undivided  ineffable  treasure,  in  wliich  every  believing 
Muner  in  interested  ;  sua  that  whieh  is  the  all-sufficient  cause  of  his  justifica- 
tion ;  rendering  aceeptahle,  first  his  |>orson,  then  his  performances,  and,  at 
the  last,  intruducin;^  liiui,  with  dignity  and  trium])h,  into  everlasting 
habitations. 

Here  1  lay  dow^  my  ]K'n;  unless  you  will  permit  me  to  relate  a  little 
piece  of  history,  not  foreign  to  your  last  sentiment. — A  certain  general  hap- 
pened to  observe  a  common  soldier  distinguishing  himself,  on  the  day  of  bat- 
He,  with  uncommon  activity  and  coura-'e.       l)iil.*itvek.vitfid  tsi  v^'<K-«xd  voL^^^t 
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vcr  It  was  found,  he  advanced  the  brave  plebeian  to  a  captain's  post ;  who 
^  not  long  enjoyed  the  honour,  before  he  came  to  his  benefactor,  and,  with 
piijected  countenance,  begged  leave^to  resign  his  commission.  The  general, 
Jflitd  at  such  an  unexpected  request,  asked  him  the  reason.  Your  officers, 
ipi  the  petitioner,  being  gentlemen  of  family  and  education,  think  it  beneath 
to  associate  or  converse  with  a  rustic.  So  that  now  I  am  abandoned  on 
ttde ;  and  am  less  happy,  since  my  preferment,  than  I  was  before  this 
of  your  highness's  favour.  Is  ^is  the  cause  of  your  uneasiness  ? 
the  general ;  then  it  shall  be  redressed,  and  very  speedily.  To-mor- 
I  review  the  army,  and  to-morrow  your  business  shall  be  done.  AccoM- 
■1^,  when  the  troops  were  drawn  up,  and  expected  every  moment  to  begin 
exercise,  the  general  calls  the  young  hero  from  the  ranks,  leans  his  hand 
his  shoulder^  and,  in  this  familiar  endearing  posture,  walks  with  him 
all  the  lines.  The  stratagem  had  its  desired  effect.  After  such  a 
■insl  and  public  token  of  his  prince's  regard,  the  officers  were  desirous  of 
Hi  acquaintance,  and  courted,  rather  than  shunned  his  company. 

And  will  not  the  favour  of  the  blessed  Jesus  give  us  as  great  a  distinction, 
Mi  as  high  a  recommendation,  in  the  heavenly  world  ?  Will  not  the  angelic 
f/mlk  respect  and  honour  those  persons  who  appear  washed  in  his  blood, 
■lidied  with  his  righteousness,  and  wearing  the  most  illustrious  tokens  of 
illoYe  that  he  himself  could  possibly  give?  In  these  tokens  of  his  love 
J  we  and  our  readers  be  found  !  Then  shall  we  meet  one  another  with 
and  comfort  at  the  great  tribunal ;  with  honour  and  joy  amidst  the 
of  light ;  with  everlasting  exultation  and  rapture  around  the  throne 
^the  Lamb. 

Under  such    pleaang   hopes,  I  take    my  leave  at  present,  and  remain 
jimi8,&c. 

LETTER  VIII. 

Reverend  Sir, — You  introduce  the  paragraph  that  comes  next  under  our 
consideration  by  a  very  just  distinction.  Aspasio  had  observed,  that  a  rebel 
may  be  forgiven,  without  being  restored  to  the  dignity  of  a  son.  To  which 
jrou  reply,  "  A  rebel  against  an  earthly  king  may,  but  not  a  rebel  against 
God.  In  the  very  same  moment  that  Cfod  forgives,  we  are  the  sons  of  God." 
Xhis  is  perfectly  right.  But  hence  to  infer,  that  the  conversation  of  our  two 
&iends  is  no  better  than  "  an  idle  dispute,"  is  not  very  polite,  and  not  all  con- 
clusive ;  because,  remission  of  the  offence,  and  restoration  to  favour,  may 
oome  in  the  same  moment,  and  yet  be  different  blessings.  That  afflicted 
patient,  mentioned  in  the  gospel,  had,  at  the  same  instant,  his  ears  opened 
and  the  string  of  his  tongue  loosed.  Were  these  effects,  therefore,  one  and 
the  same  kind  of  healing  ?  Besides,  why  are  forgiveness  and  sonship  united 
in  the  divine  donation  ?  Because  the  sufferings  of  a  sinner,  and  the  obe- 
dience of  a  son,  were  united  in  the  divine  Redeemer.  So  that  we  must  still 
have  our  eye,  our  believing  and  adoring  eye,  upon  the  meritorious  righteous- 
ness of  our  Lord. 

"Pardon  and  acceptance  through,"  &o.      Here  I  see  nothing  but  the 

erambe  repHiia "  The  words  of  Job,"  &c.     Here  I  see  nothing  but  the 

usual  argument,  our  master's  ipse  dixit.    Therefore  we  will  pass  on  to  the 
next  period. 
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I  more  highly  honoured,  and  man  more  deeply  abased.  I  wonder  also,  why 
ou  should  prefer  bt  to  inheritance^  which  is  the  usual  translation.  The 
&iter  word  conveys  a  much  more  noble  and  pleasing  idea  to  the  English 
eader,  than  the  former. — Receive  forgiveness  of  sins  :  not  earn  it  (let  us 
nark  this)  by  performing  conditions,  but  receive  it  as  an  absolute  gift ;  just 
»  Joseph's  brethren  received  the  portions  sent  them  from  the  viceroy  of 
Egypt's  table. — ^Receive  an  inheritanee :  conosting  of  all  spiritual  blessings 
lere,  and  a  title  to  everlasting  blessedness  hereafter.  All  which  are  bestowed 
as  freely,  as  the  several  portions  of  land  in  Canaan  were,  by  Moses  and 
Joshua,  consigned  over  to  the  tribes  of  Israel  for  a  possession. — Among  those 
that  are  mmctified.  If  you  should  inquire,  how  sinners  are  sanctified  ?  the 
answer  is  added,  by  faith  which  is  in  me  ;  notybr  faith,  as  your  conditional 
adieme  supposes,  but  by  faith.  By  accepting  the  blessings  mentioned,  by 
looking  upon  them  as- your  own  through  the  divine  gift,  and  by  living 
in  the  delightful  enjoyment  of  them ;  thus  our  hearts  are  won  to  God,  and 
filled  with  his.  love ;  thus  they  are  weaned  from  vanity,  and  renewed  in  true 
holiness. 

Is  the  satis£ftction  made  by  Christ's  death  sufficient  to  obtain  both  our  fiill 
pardon  and  our  final  happiness  ?  Aspasio  has  answered  this  question  in  the 
negative.  He  has  confirmed  his  opinion  by  the  authority  of  Scripture  and 
the  testimony  of  reason.  Mr.  Wesley  thinks  it  enough  to  reply,  "  Unques- 
tionably it  is  sufficient,  and  neither  of  the  texts  you  cite  prove  the  contrary." 
How  easy,  by  this  way  -of  arguing,  to  overthrow  any  system,  and  silence 
lemonstration  itself !  But  pray,  Sir,  be  pleased  to  recollect  yourself :  did 
rou  not,  a  little  while  ago,  exto4  Aspasio  as  '^  unquestionably  right,""  because 
16  made  the  universal  obedience  of  Christ,  from  his  birth  to  his  death,  the 
^ne  foundation  of  his  hope  ?  Yet  here  you  condemn  him  as  ^'  unquestionably 
nrrong,"  because  he  does  not  attribute  all  to  Christ's  death  exclusively.  Will 
Mr-  Wesley  never  have  done  with  self-contradiction  ?  Why  will  he  give  me 
mob  repeated  cause  to  complain.  Quo  teneam  vtdtuSy  &c.  ? 

If  it  was  requisite  for  Christ  to  be  baptised,  argues  Aspasio,  much  more  to 
Vilfil  the  moral  law.  "  I  cannot  prove  (replies  Mr.  Wesley),  that  either 
;he  one  or  the  other  was  requisite,  in  order  to  his  purchasing  redemption  for 
lis.  ^'  Why  then  do  you  admit  his  obedience  to  the  moral  law  as  an  essential 
part  of  the  foundation  of  your  hope  ?  A  tottering  foundation  mcthinks, 
which  is  laid  in  a  doctrine  you  cannot  prove. 

But  if  you  cannot  prove  it,  may  not  others  prove  it  for  you  ?  You  are 
not  called  to  prove  this  point.  Sir,  but  only  to  disprove  what  Aspasio  has 
advanced  in  confirmation  of  it.  That  it  was  requisite  for  our  Lord  to  be  bap- 
tised, he  himself  acknowledges.  Speaking  of  that  sacred  rite,  he  says, 
^^  Thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness."  It  becometh :  was  it  not 
requisite  for  Christ  alwajB  to  act  the  becoming  part  ?  in  every  circumstance 
to  demean  himself  according  to  the  utmost  decorum  and  highest  dij^ity  of 
character  ?  ^^  This  was  not  requisite  to  purchase  redemption  for  us."  For 
what  then  was  it  requisite  ?  Not  to  wash  away  any  stain  from  the  holy 
Jesus  ;  not  to  obtain  any  blessedness  for  the  Son  of  the  Highest :  since,  as 
the  Son  of  the  eternal  God,  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  all  the  blessings  of 
heaven  and  earth,  of  time  and  eternity. 

"  But  it  was  not  requisite  that  he  should  fulfil  the  moral  law."*'  No !  Dr 
you  then  establish  the  law  ?     Are  you  not  the  Antinomian,  who  would  h%v^ 


^  WI.13  was  a  work  worthy  o. 
but  the  Son  of  God — and,  being  execi 
don  and  life  for  poor  sinners ;  of  their 
their  admission  into  the  heavenly  kin^ 

The  moral  law  is  inviolable  in  its  i 
is  a  truth  of  great  importance :  with  i 
the  absolute  necessity  of  a  vicarious  ri^ 
that  you  dispute  against  the  latter,  si 
But  consider  what  our  Lord  says  fartht 
Matthew  and  the  eighteenth  verse.     I 
considered  it,  and  expounded  it  in  my 
a  manner  as  I  hope  you  will  live  to  re 
text,  and  turn  it  into  a  piece  of  unmc 
tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass,  till  heaven  a 
immediately  after,  till  cdl  (or,  rather,  all 
mation  of  all  things)*."      You  would  n 
and  €<»9  avncarra  ytyrfTcu,,  synonymous  phr 
Tlius  stands  the  passage,  interpreted  acc< 
consummation  of  all  things,  one  jot  or  oi 
the  law,  till  the  consummation  of  all  thin* 
fugcs  a  man  of  learning  is  driven,  in  ordei 
militates  strongly  for  the  meritorious  obed 

How  much  more  just,  more  noble,  moi 
and  the  obvious  meaning  ?  Which  we  i 
terms  of  life  and  happiness  to  man  ;  whc 
nounces  accursed."  And  will  the  Uncha 
make  abatement  in  his  demands,  or  come  t 
No,  verily.  *'  lie  is  of  one  mind,  and  who 
easier  for  heaven  and  earth  to  pass,"  for 
universe  to  drop  into  dissolution.  "  ♦^ —  " 
ble  law  tf^  '^"'- 
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11  rs  of  1118  life,  all  his  exemplary  and  »1iiiiing  graces  must  be  mere 

its.  At  least  they  could  have  no  merit,  but  were  necessary  only 
>f  setting  us  an  example. 

ro]>het  was  of  another  mind :  '^  The  Lord  is  well  pleased  for  his 
»iiess  sake."  By  this  righteousness,  not  barely  by  his  sufierings,  ^'  ho 
iiify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable,"  Isa.  xlii.  21.  Tlie  apostle 
lother  mind  :  ^'  God  sent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman,  made 
L*  law.  AVIiat  ?  Only  to  bear  its  curse  ?  Only  to  undergo  its 
Not  to  fulfil  its  prece})tive  part  ?  which  is  confessedly  the  prin- 
t  ill  every  law  ;  and  to  enforce  which  all  penalties  are  added.  You 
ouglit  to  be  of  another  mind ;  for  you  have  ^  already,  and  truly 
,  that  pardon  and  acceptance  always  go  together.     '^  In  the  same 

that  (lod  forgives,  we  are  the  sons  of  God."  And  wherefore  ?  The 
,  because  the  sufferings  of  a  sinner,  and  the  obedience  of  a  Son,  went 

ill  the  Redeemer ;  and  without  this  union  the  redemption  of  man 
bi»en  complete. 

law  riquired  only  the  alternative — obey  or  die."  Some  of  your 
c  less  considerable  ;  this  I  take  to  be  a  first-rate  mistake.  According 
Hiiip])asition,  Cain,  and  Judas,  and  all  the  damned,  are  righteous, 
they  die,  they  bear  the  curse,  they  suffer  everlastingly  ;  and  thereby 
to  one  of  the  law's  alternatives.  One  of  tlie  law  s  alternatives  !  No. 
iin  wrong :  it  is  one  of  your  alternatives.      Tlie  divine  law  knows 

tiling.  Xo  law  on  earth  knows  any  such  thing.  Sanctions  and 
i  annexed  to  a  law,  are  never  looked  upon  as  equivalent  to  obedience ; 
.'  as  pn^servatives  from  disobedience.  In  all  the  comp«iss  of  your 
have  you  ever  met  with  a  law  that  makes  such  proposals  to  its 
:  ^^  Conform  to  the  regulations  established,  and  you  shall  enjoy  my 
's,  you  shall  share  my  honours  ?  Or,  if  you  choose  to  violate  all  my 
me  institutions,  only  submit  to  the  penalty,  and  you  shall  have  an 
;ht  to  the  immunities  and  i)referments?" 

law  re(piired  no  man  to  obey  an<l  die  too."  But  did  it  not  reqnire 
ressor  to  obey  and  die  ?  If  not,  then  transgression  robs  the  law  of 
,  and  vacates  all  obligation  to  obedience.  Did  it  not  require  tho 
:or  sinful  man  to  obey  and  die  ?  If  the  Surety  dies  only,  he  only 
from  ])uni.shincnt ;  but  this  affords  no  claim  to  life,  no  title  to  a 
unless  you  can  produce  some  such  edict  from  the  court  of  heaven, 
this,  and  thou  siiult  live."'  I  find  it  written,  "  In  ki>eping  thy  com- 
'iits  there  is  great  reward.""*  Nowhere  do  I  read,  "  In  undergoing 
ie,  there  is  the  same  reward."  Whereas,  when  we  join  the  active 
-jive  obedience  of  our  Lord,  the  peace-sj)eaking  blood  with  the  life- 
ighteousness — both  made  infinitely  meritorious  and  infinitely  effica- 
y  the  divine  glory  of  his  person, — how  full  does  our  justification 
How  finn  does  it  stand  !  It  has  all  that  tho  law  can  demand,  both 
?xeinj)tion  from  the  curse,  and  for  our  title  to  bliss, 
e  I  take  iiiy  leave  of  this  topic,  let  me  make  one  supposition,  for 
our  way  of  thinking  affords  the  juster  ground.  Suppose  our  Lord 
hrist  had  yielded  a  jK-rfect  conformity  to  the  precej)t,  without  ever 
In;;  t<»  the  penalty  ;  would  this  have  l)ecn  sufiieient  for  the  justifica- 
i  sinner  ?  Here  is  one  of  your  alternatives  perfonned.  Upon  the 
'onr  principlc/i,  therefore,  it  would,  it  must  have  been  Buttvcieut,    But 
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t1ii8  is  80  wiM  an  oiiinion,  so  cfnitniry  to  tlie  whole  cnrrcnt  of  iScriptim,  f 
to  product'  it,  is  to  n-futc*  it. 

AVIicrt^  Scripture  as<Til»cs  the  whole  of  our  salvation  to  tlie  death  of  Cfc 
a  part  of  his  hiiniiliatiim  i^  put  for  the  whok\  To  this  Mr.  Wealey  objccti^ 
cannot  allow  it  without  proof.^"*  I  wish  you  would  remeniW  the  otJ 
rule,  of  doin;:  as  you  would  he  done  hy ;  and  since  you  insist  upon  p 
from  others,  not  be  8«i  <<])arin^  of  it  in  your  own  cause.  I  wisli  likcwiae 
would  impartially  consid«*r  what  Aspa.*«io  has  advanced  upon  the  saM 
IlaM  he  not  jriveu  you  the  proof  you  demand  ?  Xo;  ''  lie  wa8  ohed 
unto  death"*  is  no  proof  at  all.  But  is  that  the  only  thing  nrp:rd?  If 
arirument  is  inadequate,  must  all  lie  inconclusivi>  ^  Because  you  have  hn 
one  detachuirnt,  have  you  then'fore  conquered  the  whole  army  if  Ilo?rt 
let  M**  f<ee  whether  this  detaelnnent,  weak  as  you  uupposi'  it,  may  not  be  i 
to  sustain  vi»ur  attack. 

Does  not  the  Scripture  ascribe  the  whole  of  your  salvation  to  the  4 
of  Christ  ?  Ti»  this  ques^tion  Aspasio  replies,  "  This  part  of  our  Lo 
meritorious  humiliation  is,  by  a  very  usual  figure,  put  for  the  whole.  ' 
death  of  Christ  includes  not  only  his  suirerinjj:s,  but  his  obedience.  [ 
8heddin<T  of  his  blood  was  at  once  the  grand  in^itance  of  his  sufferings,  i 
the  finishing  act  of  his  oluMlience  :  in  this  view  it  is  couitidered,  and  thv 
is  r«'j>r«'s<»nted  by  his  i»wn  and)assador,  who,  sjvaking  of  his  divine  3fafl( 
says,  *  He  was  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crosa."*  **T 
(you  reply)  is  no  proof  at  all,  as  it  tlws  not  necessarily  imply  any  more,  tl 
that  he  died  in  olH^lienee  in  the  Father.'^ 

How  df>  some  ])eo])le  love  to  cramp  the  enlarged,  and  deba.se  the  mag 
fieent  sensi'  of  Seri]>tun' !  Surely  this  text  implies,  and  not  imjjUes  uo 
but  forcibly  exjiresses,  lM)th  the  active  and  pa-ssive  obediencre  of  Christ.  Itiai 
oTTf^'fii'fj',  //«•  (//•>/;  but  ■yfro/irwur  i7n;iifii»r,  //«?  ht'fitiic  ofMi/imt,  Can  vou 
nothing  ofliis  aetive  righteousness  in  these  words?  For  my  part,  I  can 
very  little  besiiles.  Tills  is  what  the  following  clause  confirms  (li;t  comn 
si'use  be  judge)  :  <  )beflient,  not  barely  ///  death,  but  /////*/  death;  like  t 
exj>ressioii  <»r  Jehovah  by  the  pM]ihet,  *' T^nt<i  hoary  hairs  will  I  carrvvc 
Does  not  this  give  us  a  ntrospect  view  of  youth  and  manhood,  as  well 
lead  our  attention  f«)rward  to  old  agtr  ^  In  like  manner,  oU'*lh'ht  unto,fm 
Does  not  this  nTer  us  to  all  the  i»revie)us  duties  and  virtues  of  a  rit'litc 
walk  ;  while  it  lea<ls  us  to  the  elosinir  scene  of  all,  a  resigned  «'xit  •  l)«jf 
nt»t  ujost  naturally  mean,  of»t/I,hf  through  the  whole  ctuirse  of  life,  even 
the  last  all-eompleting  instance,  a  voluntary  submission  to  (frnt/t  ?  |] 
easy  and  obvious  is  this  inti'rj»r«t.itii»n  !  JIow  grand  and  graceful  is  i 
m<*anin^ ! 

I  ran  u»>  more  admin*  ytair  taste,  considered  as  a  critic,  than  I  can  a«li] 
your  doctrine  consjilered  as  a  di\iue.  (Jive  me  the  expositions  of  Script 
wliieh  act,  nnt  like  the  nocturnal  damp,  but  like  the  nioniing  sun  ; 
shrivelling  and  contracting,  but  o]M'ning  and  ex])an«ling  tlios*^  thiWer; 
])aradis.',  the  trutlis  <»f  the  '/ospel,  that  they  iniy  <li^play  all  thiir  cham 
beauties,  and  breathe  out  all  their  nxlving  oilours.  1  think,  upon  the  wh 
Wo  have  very  s-utlii'lent  eaiise  t»»  ass;Tt,  and  to  abide  by  our  assi  rtien.  t 
when  the  S(  rli)tiire  a-^cribes  the  whole  of  (i.ir  xilvatlfni  to  the  death  of  C'hi 
a  part  of  his  huniiliatioii  is  put  fnr  the  whole  ;  and,  in  thus  speaking'. 
Holy  S])irit  et»pies  aVtor  \musv\t  •.  \ov  \^  vW.  \v;v^\v\w'ft[\vi\.vi\  <vw>\\v:  •isLTeN.  ^ 
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icludcd  every  evil  consequent  npon  the  fall — ^tho  depravity  as  well  as  the 
liscry  of  the  creature — it  was  meet  that  the  death  to  which  the  second 
Ldam  submitted  should  include  every  g«od  needful  for  our  recovery ;  the 
bedience  as  well  as  the  sufferings  of  the  Redeemer.  It  was  meet  that  the 
rice,  expressed  by  the  same  word,  should  be  as  extensive  as  the  punishment. 

**  But  how  does  it  appear  that  he  undertook  this  before  the  foundation  of 
le  world  V  At  what  time  does  Mr.  Wesley  suppose  that  Clurist  undertook 
le  work  ?  Not  till  sin  entered  and  man  apostatized  ?  Was  it  then  au 
icidental  upstart  expedient,  fetched  in  to  remedy  some  unforeseen  disaster  ? 
V33  it  a  device  which  owed  its  birth  to  some  unexpected  contingency,  occa- 
oned  by  the  pcrversencss  of  the  creature  ?  Far,  far  from  it :  it  was  the 
rand,  original,  all-comprehending  plan ;  the  way  in  which  God,  long  before 
:me  commenced,  decreed  to  manifest  the  glory  of  his  grace,  and  the  lustre  of 
U  his  perfiHjtions.  The  world  was  made  as  a  proper  theatre  on  which  to 
isplay  an<l  execute  this  most  magnificent  scheme  ;  and  all  the  revolutions 
F  human  affairs,  like  so  many  under-plots  in  the  drama,  are  subservient  to 
be  .accomplishment  of  this  capital  design.  "  Known  unto  God  are  all  his 
rorks ;"  determined  by  God  are  all  his  counsels,  "  from  the  beginning  of  tlic 
rorld ;"  more  especially  this  grandest  of  all  the  divine  dispensations,  this 
ia3terpiece  of  Iiis  unsearchable  wisdom. 

**  But  was  tliis  by  a  positive  covenant  between  Christ  and  the  Father  ?" 
LSpasio  proceeds  to  illustrate  and  confirm  the  doctrine  of  an  everlasting  cove- 
ant  between  the  almighty  Father  and  his  co-equal  Son.  He  produces 
jveral  texts  of  Scripture,  to  each  of  which  you  object  as  insufficient  for  his 
arpose.  Each  of  your  objections  I  shall  answer  only  by  adding  a  short 
imment,  explanatory  of  their  spirit  and  force.  *'  Tliis  proves  no  previous 
mtract :"  Tliat  is,  I  deny  it ;  and  therefore  you  cannot  prove  your  point. 
Neither  does  this  prove  any  such  thing:"  That  is,  I  cannot  or  will  not 
e  the  proof ;  and  therefore  there  is  none.  "  That  expression  does  not' 
icessarily  imply  any  more '' — than  I  please  to  allow.  "  In  the  way  or 
etliod  he  had  chosen ;"  of  which  I  am  the  sole  complete  judge,  and  my 
dgment  ought  to  bo  decisive  in  the  case.  Thus  would  Mr.  Wesley 
ivc,  not  Aspasio  only,  but  the  public  also,  receive  his  dictates  (tangttam 
(ripod^^)  as  absolute  oracles  ;  for  here  is  only  bare  assertion,  or  bare  denial, 
ithout  any  vouchers  but  his  own  wo^d,  without  any  authority  but  his  own 
Kslaration. 

In  Psalm  the  xlth,  the  conditions  of  the  covenant  are  circumstantially 
corded,  which  were  the  incarnation  and  obedience  of  the  eternal  Son  :  "  A 
ydy  hast  thou  prepared  me :  Lo !  I  come  to  do  thy  will."     "  Nay,  hero 

no  mention  of  any  covenant,  nor  any  thing  from  which  it  can  l)e  inferred." 
[ow  many  times  shall  I  adjure  thee,  said  Ahab  to  Micaiah,  that  thou  tell 
le  nothing  but  that  which  is  true  ?  And  how  many  times  shall  I  entreat 
tr.  Wesley  to  object  nothing,  without  assigning  some  reason  for  his  objec- 
on  ?  At  least  not  to  think  of  convincing  my  judgment,  and  converting  mo 
>  his  opinion  by  a  bare  mt/  90.  But  I  have  done.  Perhaps  I  have  trcs- 
isaed  upon  the  patience  of  the  reader  in  expressing  my  disappointment  sr 
equently ;  perhaps  I  may  also  bear  too  hard  upon  3Ir.  AVesley  in  askinf 
T  proofs,  when  it  may  be  no  small  difficulty  to  produce  them.  To  return 
Nay,  here  is  no  mention  of  any  covenant,  nor  any  thing  from  which  it  cfti 
$  iiderred."     That  the  word  corenant  is  not  mentioned  is  very  true ;  ihr 
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tticroby  brought  to  a  solemn  contract 
Dr.  Hammond  tlioujxbt  this  no  ii 
upon  the  following  words  a  perfectly 
of  the  I>ook  it  is  written  of  nie  : — "  W 
contract  between  the  Father  and  Ch 
the  agreement  preparatory  to  that  gre; 
he,  undertaking  to  fulfil  the  will  of  C 
passive  obedience,  even  unto  death,  ha 
become  the  author  of  eternal  salvation 
Thus  sjiys  our  learned  countrj'man. 
whose  exposition  and  application  of  the 
at  least   not  to  have  thoroughly  wei^ 
argued  from  it,   and  displayed  the  bt 
propitiation,  he  adduces  a  text  from  Jt 
and  explaining  its  nature  :  "  Whereof  t 
what  ?     Of  the  justification  and  sanctii 
both  eflfected  by,  the  sacrifice  of  the  d] 
the  prophet  and  the  apostle  consider  undt 
from  the  following  quotation  :  "  For  a1 
the  covenant  which  I  will  mjike  wnth  the 
that  the  author  to  the  Hebrews  saw  son 
from  which  the  doctrine  of  a  covenant  ni 
Another  copy  of  this  grand  treaty  is 
the  sixth  verse.     "  I  have  read  them,  bu 
those  verses;  they  contain  neither  mo 
salvation  of  the  Gentiles.*"     They  contai 
they  describe  the  way  whereby  this  mos 
pass.     Tliis  thA  Tv^«^i » • 
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nuso  is  made  in  those  wonls :  ''  Thou  shalt  raise  up  tlie  tribes  of  Jacob, 
fe«8toTe  the  preserved  of  Israel,  and  be  my  salvation  unto  the  ends  of  the 
eaith.^  The  agreement  is  specified  or  implied  in  those  words :  ^'  I  have 
Spent  my  strei^h  for  nought ;  yet  surely  my  judgment  is  with  the  Lord, 
ftad  my  work  with  my  God." 

The  great  Vitringa,  after  having  expounded  the  whole  clause,  concludes  in 
manner :  ^^  Antequam  ab  his  verbis,  scnsu  fcecundissimis,  summam 
doctrinse  evangelicsa  complexis,  disccdam,  monere  vellim,  cadcm  clarissime 
deformare  totum  mysterium  conventionis  pacis,  inter  Dcum  patrem  et  Mes- 
aam  filiam  ejus,  in  humana  came  appariturum,  initse,  perinde  ac  in  locis 
qose  ex  aliis  cxcerpo ;  Psal.  xl.  7?  Zech.  vi.  13.  Pater  ut  Dominus,  filio  ut 
Messise,  effort  gloriam  longe  amplissimam,  mcdiationis  et  salvationis  Judffi- 
omm  et  gentium,  quse  gloria,  omnium  quae  mente  concipi  possunt,  est  maxima, 
tab  lege  sive  sub  conditione  profundissimi  obsequii  scrvilis ;  caque  stipulatio 
ntrinque  rati  habctur  *." 

If,  upon  a  stricter  review,  this  prophecy  be  found  to  express  no  such  thing 
IB  a  covenant,  I  am  very  willing  to  give  up  the  proof :  so  much  the  rather  as 
it  makes  no  part  of  Aspasio*s  discourse  ;  is  only  just  mentioned  in  a  note ; 
ind  stands  not  in  the  main  body,  but  only  as  a  corps  de  reserte. 

**  By  tlie  covenant  of  works,  man  was  bound  to  obey  in  his  own  person." 
Here  you  take  Aspasio  up  very  short,  and  reply,  "  So  he  is  under  the  cove- 
nant of  graced  though  not  in  order  to  justification."  This  is  the  very  thing 
le  means :  nor  could  you  easily  have  mistaken  his  meaning,  if  you  had  only 
lone  him  so  small  a  piece  of  justice  as  to  read  the  whole  panigraph ;  of 
vhich,  since  you  seem  either  willingly,  or  through  inadvertence,  to  be  ignorant, 
'.  will  beg  leave  to  transcribe  it : — "  Between  the  covenant  of  works  and  the 
t>venant  of  grace,  this,  I  apprehend,  is  the  difference  :  by  the  fonner,  man 
vas  indispensably  bound  to  obey  in  his  own  person ;  by  the  latter,  the 
ibcMlience  of  his  Surety  is  accepted  instead  of  his  own.  Tlie  righteousness 
equired  by  both  is  not  sincere,  but  complete ;  not  proportioned  to  the  abili- 
ies  of  fallen  man,  but  to  the  purity  of  the  law,  and  the  majesty  of  the  law- 
jivcr."  You  see  the  whole  argument  turns  upon  a  complete  righteousness, 
luch  as  satisfies  the  law,  and  is  an  adequate  ground  for  justification.  This, 
[  imagine,  fallen  man  is  not  obliged  by  the  covenant  of  grace  to  perfonn  ;  if 
lo,  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  such  thing  as  grace  ;  if  so,  we  can  have 
io  hope  of  obtaining  salvation  with  eternal  glory.  There  will  be  too  much 
"eason  for  applying  to  all  mankind  those  awful  words  of  the  prophet,  "  In 
he  day  thou  mayest  make  thy  plant  to  grow,  and  in  the  morning  thou  mayest 
nake  tliy  seed  to  flourish  ;  but  the  harvest  shall  be  a  heap,  in  the  day  of 
fricf  and  desperate  sorrow." 

Blessed  be  God,  the  melancholy  strain  is  superseded.  Tliough  the  terms 
n  the  first  covenant  were  a  perfect  obedience,  though  the  tenns  once  fixed 
Mmtinue  unalterable,  yet  in  the  new  covenant  there  is  a  change  and  substitu- 
ion  as  to  the  performer,  without  any  relaxation  as  to  the  j)erfomiance. 
[nstead  of  personal  obedience,  we  are  justified  through  the  obedience  of  our 
Mediator,  "  we  are  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him  : "  that  is,  we  are 
umisbed  with  a  plea  as  prevalent  for  our  justification  and  admission  into  the 

»11ed  by  his  name,  **  The  Lord  our  righteouitnesii/*  so  Vie  \a  \\wt  c«Jl\t^  \i^  \i<ix  tckgba 
Israel.     SeeJer.  xxxUL  16. 
•  ViTMiNO,  in  he. 
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iliviiic  favour,  as  if  wc  liail  rctaincil  our  innocence  untainted,  and  ia 
rt'SiMTt  confoniKMl  niirsrlvi-s  to  tlie  rigliteoiisness  which  the  law  of 
H'ouin's  *.     Thus  the  salvation  of  sinners  neither  clashes  with  thctnA,i 
iutcrfiTos  with   tlio  justi«*o  «»f  the  supreme  Ix^gislator:  on  the  contaiyJ 
iH^coim?*  :i  faithful  ami  just  procedure  of  the  most  high  God,  toji^tify^ 
that  lirlifvith  on  JfMi:». 

"The  tilicdimce  nf  «»ur  Surety  i!>  accepted  instead  of  our  own."    "Tlii| 
neither  a  safe  nor  a  scriptural  way  of  siK-aking.**     Tliat  the  ohcdi« 
C'hri!«t  is  accepted  fnr  our  jiistifi cation,  is  a  doctrine  warranted  hy  S( 
it  may,  thiTefore,  vi-ry  ju!?tly  he  reckoned  a  scriptural  way  of  speaking, 
if  hifti  ohc-dieiice  is  accepted  fur  this  purpose,  our  own,  were  it  ever  so 
bi«h'ralih',  cnuM  c««nu'  in  f«ir  no  hhare  of  the  work  ;  our  own,  thougli  eter 
p«irj:«Miiisly  arrayed,  uiust  stand  asiilc,  or  be  cast  into  shades*  just  as  the 
hide  tlii-ir  «Huiiiu**hi'd,  or  rather  extin^ridshed  heads,  when  the  s^un  appnnj 
hi**  meridian  sphiiihiur  :  hecaiise  the  olx'dience  of  Christ  is  of  infinite 
and  value  :  and  infinite  value  is  such  as  not  onlv  transcends  all  other 
Imt  renders  theiu  njero  nuthinirs  in  the  comj»arison.     For  this  reami' 
ap<i<tle  counted  all  enilnwments  hut  h>ss  for  Christ;  and  the  prophet  Rpn^ 
Ht'uts  all  nations  a*«  ni>thin;5  before  CJod. 

*' I  wiiuM  simply  say,  we  are  accepted  thnaigh  the  Beloved."  If  yn 
ri«:htly  nndir^toinl  what  is  meant  when  the  apostle  sjH'aks  of  l»eing  acoepifl|< 
in  the  lh>lnve<i,  yttu  wiiuld  havt!  no  fault  to  find  with  Aspa*iio':}  ccnumeiL' 
St.  Paid  lUian-^  w«*  are  accepted,  not  by  any  obedience,  performed  in  om' 
<»wn  p«T-on*,  but  solely  by  the  obedience  of  that  infinitely  excellent,  aal 
infinitely  beh»vi  d  iuie,  Ciirist  deMi*? ;  whose  righteousness,  being  imputcdto 
us,  and  ]uit  \\\nm  us,  causes  us  not  «»nly  to  be  par<h»ned,  but  to  be  highly 
esteemed,  di-arlv  beloved,  and  blessed  with  all  s]»iritual  blessings. 

Ibn*  I  e:iiinnt  but  ol»».«Tve  tliat  you  have  changed  the  ajmstle's  exprcsaoii. 
IF'-   *-:iy-.   '•  A««  ij'titl   in    llie  beloved;"  y>»u   say,   *' Accejited   MrvwA  the 
Heln\.tl."      I  .nil  willinir  to  belli  ve  tin's  was  an  overs! ;:h t :   vou  had  no  an- 
i.-t"i-  ili-iLM  ;  but  -lill  I  think   vou  should  take  more  heed  to  vour  iK^n.  and 
not  alter  tin-  in-jiireil  wi.rtl,  1« -t  you  blemish  the  lanL''uage. '>r  injure  the  pc-nac. 
I*eih:i]»"5  you  will  ;L-k.  what  'lilFi  nnce  {•i  there  betwein  accepted ///ri/M^'?^. and 
aeeej)ted  /"//,  the   Im1..\ii1  (*      I    will  illustrate  the  ditrerence  by  a  similiturle. 
A  eri  tlit:il>le  liiMiselvii-ji.T  L'ives  a  truinl  elijjraeter  to  a  M-rvant  that  leaves  him, 
by>irt:i!   (if   wliieli    lu' !•*  :ueejit«Ml,  :in«l   aduiittid   into   some    other  valuable 
euipl.tv.     Tli'.s  eliaraet'T  is  his  introdueiion.  yet  thi-  makes  no  additiunto 
hi-  re:il  v:iliie.     Ate  ]>t:inie  t/'r-'toih  the  Helovcd,  may  im]>ort  no  more  than 
sui'h  an  atbnis^luu  tliroUL:li  sueh  a  rec«unnienilati«»n  ;   when-as.  accejjted  //<  the 
HeloNed  ini]ili(".  ni»t  only  a  ree«.ninn  inlatory  ])M>-]»ort  fruni  Chri-l.  but  a  real 
union  with  (Ini.-t  :   wlureby  wr  an*  initfrj'oiat-  d  into  hi«^  sacre«l  body,  ami 
partake  a^  truly  d'  hi-  riL:hleon>ne-s  as  the  luiinbers  jiartakiMif  the  lif*- which 
animates  the  lieatl.      I>y  this  mir  persons  an;  n-ally  ( nnobled  ;   this  imparts 
the  hiirhist   «liL«^niiv  to  our  ualinv  :   we  ar.-  not  (-nlv  rec«.':nmcnded  to,  but 
rendered  meet  {*m'  tin-  favnur.  the  eonijihu\  nry,  the  beatific  prcsir.ce  of  f.Iij'l, 
beini:  one  with  Jesus,  uinl  tlierefore  loV(  il  even  a»  JesUS  himself  is  loved  *♦". 


•  '1  (.'liP.  \.  21.     This  is  J)r.  DiuMriii.-i-".-  inurim  lation  of  the  passaLt ;  auil  it  epi.'it?  n 
)i'>Ijh',  .T  jtiyful  truth. 

t  .Ii»l»ii  wii.  2.5.      '"Tlic-y  i.-M/.o."  *t\\s  owv  \...vv\.     AAvv\v*;v>tv' ,c»\\>\i:\4  ;sji<Lwaxs.v,^'^Nvt'%.^X 
hi  thJi  n];ifi(»ii,  "Thou  haVl  \o\o*\  vWvv\,  :\^  vXvovv \»;v'?»\. \on c^  wv-t ;" 
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^^  Tho  second  covenant  was  not  made  with  Adam  or  any  of  his  posterity, 
Irat  with  Christ  in  those  words."  ^'  For  any  authority  you  have  £rom  tlicso 
*^frords,  you  might  as  well  have  said  it  was  made  with  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Vo  :  Christ,  not  tho  Holy  Ghost,  was  tho  seed  of  the  woman.     This  is  an 

Lwer  much  in  your  own  strain.     But  let  us  consider  farther. 

You  allow,  I  presume,  that  the  first  covenant  was  made  with  Adam,  as 
puhlic  federal  head ;  that  all  his  posterity  were  included  in  it,  heing  to 
stand  or  fall  together  with  him :  Herein,  says  the  apostle,  ^'  Adam  was  a 
fi  jrure  of  him  that  was  to  come."  If  so,  the  second  covenant  must  be  made 
"vHth  Christ,  as  our  public  federal  head  :  he  and  all  his  seed  are  included  in 
i.t  ;  and  as  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  miscarry,  they  must  be  joint  partakers 
of  the  benefits.  Accordingly,  he  is  styled  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant, 
by  whose  most  acceptable  and  prevailing  interposition  all  its  blessings  aro 
obtained  :  he  is  styled  the  Surety  of  the  covenant,  engaging  to  pay  the  whole 
debt  for  poor  insolvent  creatures — ^the  debt  of  penal  suffering,  and  the  debt 
of  perfect  obedience  :  the  Testator  of  the  covenant,  whose  arc  its  riches,  and 
^vhose  are  its  privileges ;  who  has  also  of  his  unbounded  goodness  bequeathed 
ibezn  as  so  many  inestimable  legacies  to  indigent  men.  Methinks  those  are 
Bach  charming  truths,  such  divinely  comfortable  doctrines,  that  you  should 
consider  them  thoroughly  before  you  oppose  them,  lest  you  do  a  greater  act 
of  unkindness  to  your  readers,  than  that  which  is  charged,  though  very 
injuriously,  upon  Job  :  ^'  Tliou  hast  stripped  the  naked  of  their  clothing,  and 
■ent  widows  away  empty."  And  when  you  are  disposed  to  consider  these 
points  thoroughly,  ask  yourself  this  question  :  is  it  possible  to  conceive  that 
Christ  should  be  the  Mediator,  the  Surety,  the  Testator  of  the  covenant,  if  it 
^ras  not  made  with  him,  and  the  execution  of  it  undertaken  by  him  ?  Or  is 
it  possible  to  suppose  that  the  all-glorious  Son  of  God  should  be  the  Mediator, 
the  Surety,  the  Testator  of  the  covenant,  yet  leave  others  to  perform  tho 
conditions;  which  are  incomparably  the  most  important,  interesting,  and 
^flicult  parts  of  the  transaction  ? 

**  These  words  were  not  spoken  to  Christ,  but  of  him.**  True,  of  him  Jis 
given  for  a  covenant  of  the  people.  ^'  There  is  not  the  least  intimation  of 
any  such  covenant."  You  will  not  deny  that  Christ  is  signified  by  "  the 
seed  of  the  woman."  It  is  said,  He  shitU ;  a  language  expressing  authority, 
and  requiring  conformity.  As  Christ  is  the  supreme  uncontrollable  God, 
"this  could  not  be  required,  and  would  never  have  been  said  without  his 
actual  consent:  here  then  is  implied  his  approbation  of  the  office.  It  is 
ISarther  said,  ^'Tlie  serpent  shall  bruise  his  heel ;"  he  shall  become  incarnate, 
amd  after  a  life  of  much  sorrow,  and  many  tribulations,  shall  be  put  to  a  most 
tormenting  death :  here  is  the  condition  of  the  covenant.  It  is  added,  ^'  He 
shall  bruise  the  serpent's  head ;  sliall  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and 
lepair  the  ruins  of  the  fall ;  shall  deliver  from  the  wrath  deserved,  and 
lecovcr  tho  inheritance  forfeited : "  here  is  the  recompense  or  reward  of  tho 
covenant. 

Should  you  ask.  Is  it  su])posable  that  Adam  understood  the  words  in  this 
compass  of  meaning  ?  Perhaps  not.  But  if  we  do  not  understand  them  in 
A  more  exalted  and  extensive  sense  than  our  first  father,  what  advantage  do 
wc  reap  from  the  full  revelation  of  the  gospel  ?  The  full  revelation  of  tho 
gospel  pours  as  much  light  upon  this,  and  other  of  tho  ancient  oracles^  a^  tUe' 
expaimenta  of  our  modem  anatomists  have  poured  Mpoiv  t\vc  ^Vc>\v:VvN\e  ^ 
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oonDmy  of  the  Iniinaii  body.  This  grtuiil  origiual  U.-xt,  rend  wilb  tlio 
aant  of  the  New  Tt-stainent,  speaka  hU  thai  iU^iatiio  has  soggTBfaPil ;  all 
mi  follcD  state  could  want,  or  onr  very  hearts  can  wiaU. 

You  have  mustered  up  several  objections,  yet  there  iii  room  tor  toon;  I 
nil  therefore  for  once  act  as  your  aaxiliary,  and  turn  againBt  Aopuio. 
iDppo§es  the  covenant  to  l>o  made  with  Christ ;  whereaa  the  Seripturo  Tvpre- 
lenta  the  covenant  to  be  made  with  Toriona  nteu,  particularly  an<l  gicnondy, 
n  Toiioua  ages.  True,  it  is  recorded  that  God  made  a  con-nant 
iVbraham,  with  Isaac,  with  Jacob,  and  with  David  the  father  of  Solo 
tut  were  they  in  a  capacity  to  ent«T  into  covenant  with  thirir  Maktsl  to 
itand  for  themselves,  or  be  surety  for  others  ?  I  think  not :  the  paeti^ 
nean  do  more  than  the  Lord's  manifesting,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  gnnl 
Kirenast  to  them;  mtifi'iug  and  confirming  their  personal  interest  in  it 
md  farther  assuring  them  that  Christ,  the  great  covenant  head,  should  be  «f 
Ihemaelves,  and  spring  from  their  aeed. 

This  accounts  for  that  remarkable  and  singular  mode  of  expression,  wiudi 
jften  occurs  in  Scripture,  "  I  will  make  a  covenant  with  them  j  "  or,  "  TTiii 
s  my  covenant  with  them,"  Yet  there  follows  no  mention  of  any  conilitloin, 
mly  a  promise  of  nncomlitiunal  blessings  ;  because  the  former  liare  nliwly 
Itcen  performed,  and  nothing  remains  but  to  confer  the  latter  :  so  that  tbc 
meaning  of  the  divine  speaker  is — I  will  admit  them  to  an  int^-rest  in  thii 
^veoant,  and  make  them  partakers  of  its  privileges. 

I  should  now  conclude,  but  Mr.  Wesley  will  not  suffer  lue  to  ^gil  tin 
tabjeot.     He  farther  insists,  "  The  words  manifestly  contain,  if  not  « 
aant  made  with,  a  promise,  mode  to  Adam  and  all  his  posterity."    I/wtt 
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such  is  tliat  delightful  declaration,  **"  I  will  make  an  everlasting 
t  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good ; 
ill  put  my  fear  in  their  heart,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me." 
rou  call  conditions,  must  he  comprised  in  my  fear.  This  is  repro- 
as  a  singular  benefit  which  God  implants ;  and  both  as  dependent, 
the  fidelity  of  man,  but  on  the  power  and  veracity  of  God.  Ano- 
your  conditions,  I  presume,  is  perseverance  unto  the  end.  This,  in 
Dnant  of  grace,  is  not  enjoined,  but  secured ;  secured,  not  by  a  strict 
:ion  of  apostacy,  but  by  the  omnipotent  interposition  of  Jehovah: 
put  my  fear  (so  put  my  fear)  into  their  hearts,  that  they  shall  not 
from  me;"  shall  never  draw  back  into  perdition.  Hius  the  covenant 
3  not  transient,  but  everlasting ;  thus  the  promise  is  not  pret^ouSi 
D  to  all  the  seed.  There  seems  to  be  as  great  a  difference  between 
Lngclical,  and  your  legal  method  of  stating  the  covenant ;  between 
ling  the  benefits  on  human  endeavours,  and  grounding  them  on 
igency  ;  as  between  hanging  the  anchor  on  the  top  of  the  mast,  and 
t  at  the  bottom  of  tlie  sea. 

lie  add  one  more  text,  which  now  occurs  to  my  thoughts ;  "  Ye  arc 
dren  of  the  prophets,  and  of  the  covenant  which  God  made  with  our 
Haying  unto  Abraham,  And  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  kindreds  of  the 
>c  blessed,"  Acts  iii.  25.  Here  the  covenant  is  first  mentioned  in 
;  then  particularly  specified.  ^'  In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  kindreds  of 
rth " — be  laid  under  conditions  ?  be  obliged  to  execute  terms  ? 
it  '^  shall  be  blessed,"  blessed  with  all  blessings,  temporal,  spiritual, 
In  thy  seed :  that  is,  in  Christ ;  without  any  regard  to  qualifications 
s  of  their  own  ;  entirely  by  virtue  of  an  interest  in  his  consummately 
it  actions,  and  consummately  precious  sufferings.  Tlien  the  apostle 
out  one  special  and  distinguished  blessing  of  tho  covenant — a  conver- 
•m  "  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  the  service  of 
or,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  following  verse,  "  a  turning  from  all 
r."  This  is  still  exhibited  to  our  contemplation  as  the  fruit  of  the 
it  of  grace ;  as  the  thing  for  which  it  makes  provision,  not  introduc- 
,  but  consequent  upon,  our  participation  of  it. 

hercfore,  in  speaking  of  holiness  and  obedience,  we  represent  them  as 
iiiiscs,  rather  than  the  demands  of  the  covenant,  we  evidently  follow 
istle's  example.  Were  we  to  take  the  contrary  course,  we  should  act 
icntly  as  the  sportsman,  who,  entering  his  horse  for  a  plate,  chooses  to 
im  walk  backwards,  rather  than  run  forwards.  Would  this  increase 
I'd  ?  Would  this  help  him  to  outstrip  his  rivals,  or  enable  him  to  win 
ze  ?  Shall  we,  in  order  to  avoid  the  charge  of  Antinomianism,  rush 
is  absurdity  ?  I  am  persuaded  you  could  not  wish  to  see  so  egregious 
;  of  folly  even  in  your  enemy,  much  less  in  yours,  &c. 


LETTER  IX. 

EREND  Sir, — I  wish  you  would  consider  with  some  attention  that 
tical  memento  of  ^the  apostle,  "  Since  ye  knew  the  grace  of  God  in 
Here'he  intimates,  that  wo  may  have  a  knowledge  of  grace  which 
genuine ;  not  free  from  corrupt  mixture  ;  not  true.  It  may  be  so  dia- 
•d  with  error,  or  blended  with  so  much  ot  ttiQ  Vayj,  W5  wo  Vy^^^sx  V» 
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ap|>car  liko  itsi*1f.  The  Linguagc  of  such  penons  is  somewhat  like  tk 
laii^piagc  of  the  Israelitoa  after  their  return  from  captivitj,  wlio  spoke  ndt^ 
the  llcim*w  nor  the  Heathenish  dialect;  hut  expressed  theinselText  hitf  ji 
the  speei^h  nf  Ashilod,  and  half  iu  the  speech  of  Sion. 

**"  It  is  true,"  rt:iys  Asiia^^io,  *'*'  I  cannot  perform  the  conditions.*'  ^'Itiaait 
true,"  says  ^Ir.  Wcsh-y.  Tliis  is  pretty  blunt,  and  pn'tty  lK)ld  too;  for  it  i 
in  ellVrt  iitHrniiii^,  that  a  man  dead  in  tn'Spasses  and  sins  is  able  to  perfma 
cuuditions.  Mr.  Weali'y  is  not  a  wan*,  that  ^^  Christ  strengthening  ua,"  isoii 
of  the  bt^netits  of  the  Covenant,  e«)mprehended  in  these  words,  ^'  I  ^nll  pit 
niv  laws  into  their  minds." 

*       _ 

*^  The  contlitions  of  the  new  covenant  are,  Repent  and  bcdieve."  It  bn 
l>een  already  shown,  that  they  are  reprcMrnted  by  the  Iloly  Ghost,  not  ii 
cimditions,  but  as  blcs^^ings ;  not  as  conditions  required,  but  ^as  Ucdbigi 
bestowed ;  not  as  conditions  on  which  depends  the  accomplisliment  of  tbe 
covenant,  but  ;is  lia]i|>y  fruits,  or  precious  eflV'ct.^  of  the  covenant,  madeud 
making  gootl  to  ^inniTs,  whcj  are  wholly  without  strength. 

^^  It  is  equally  true,"  savh  Aspasio,  ''this  is  not  required  at  my  hands.** 
**  It  is  equally  true,"  says  ^Ir.  Wesley,  "  that  is,  absolutely  false."  TTw 
is,  doubtless,  a  /touw  tlinist.  It  behoves  us  to  provide  some  armour  of  proof 
for  our  defence  ;  and  this  the  Scri]>ture  furnishes  abundantly.  It  fumUhea 
us  with  more  than  /*«//////*  ft  t/^  (rij*/rjr.  The  iScripturc  sets  forth  justificatioi, 
salvation,  and  all  blessedness,  as  things  ]H>rfectly  free;  detached  fmm  all  worki, 
dei>cndent  on  no  conditions,  but  the  gifts  of  sovereign  goodness  and  infinitely 
rich  grace. 

Tlmngli  you.  Sir,  treat  Aspasio  in  so  unceremonious  a  manner,  we  will  be 
more  complaisant ;  you  shall  receive  such  entertainment  from  us,  as  the  king 
nf  Habylnns  amb:issadors  received  from  IIez4>kiiih.  AVc  will,  on  this 
(»ccasion,  sIkiw  you  ^'  the  house  of  our  preeioxis  things,  the  silver  and  tLc 
g<ild,  the  >piee^  and  tiie  pr.'eious  ointiuent,  and  if  not  <i//,  yet  some  of  tlie 
hoii^ii;  nf  niir  iiriMniir,"  J  Kings  xx.   \',]. 

We  are  savi-d,  that  is,  we  have  all  tlie  benefits  of  the  new  covenant,  l>y 
ffriH\  :  "' JU' grace  yt;  are  .saved.  It  is  of  grace,  and  no  more  of  works. 
\Vln»  liatli  saved  us  not  according  to  <mr  works,  but  according  to  his  purpose 
and  grac*'."     K|»ij.  ii.  ."i.  Mum.  x.  (>,  2  Tim.  i.  {), 

Fro/f/:  "  liL-in-i  iustified  fnrlv.  The  things  that  are  freelv  Hven  to  lu 
of  (r«»d.  AVIi4)MM'v«r  will,  1»  t  liini  take  the  watL-r  of  life  freelv."  Koni.  iii. 
•H  1  Cor.  ii.  V2,  ]^•v.  xxii.  IJ). 

lii/  inn/  "/:/l/f  .*  *'  It'  lliou  knowi'st  the  gift  <»f  (lod.  The  gift  of  Gt)dii 
eternal  life,  'i'he  free  ^ift  came  ujion  all  men,  to  justification  of  life."  John 
iv.  10,  J{oin.  vi.  2'A;  v.  18. 

WithoHt  iln  hiir  :  '-The  righttDUsuess  nf  CJod  without  the  law.  That  we 
miglit  be  ju>iifu'«l,  not  by  the  works  of  the  law.  If  the  inluritauco  were  of 
the  law."      Ki»in.  iii.  ill,  (Jal.  ii.  1(1;   iii.  1^*. 

S\if  //./  ,rorL< :  "*  Xi,t  »»f  works  but  (if  liiin  tliat  ealleth  n?.  Not  In- 
work:;  Jif  rii.'lit<'oii>in>s  whieli  we  liavf-  il(»n.\  but  aeeordiii:;  to  his  nicrcv  \w 
savfd  us.  Not  liMving  niin*'  own  righteousness,  which  is  (»f  the  law." 
lioni.  ix.  1 1,  'Jit.  iii.  r»,  Pliil.  iii.  D. 

By /•/;////«//■•/?■  v,  iii.t  jxTfonncil,  but  inijMitcd  :  *•  Faith  (in  Chri-U  as  our 
all)    is    iin]>Mt'*fI    for    ri'j^\\ui\\\.\\;,s*.     i-\v\v\    \\\\\>\vvvA\v  \v;^\\v«>a.<wvv^^A  vC\<^\^^^^^. 
U7>rA-.s     'i'o  \\lioni  it  (l\ial  \>.  xW  wwyA  ^A  w  i\\\\v^  vwwV  \\*\\vj^  ^-^xXwc^i  ^v^ 
be  mijuifod."     Kom.  \v.  5,  G,  I^^  ^24.  ^2^. 
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Not  by  gailUesB  behaviour,  but  by  remisnon  of  sins :  *'*'  Blessed  arc  they 
whose  iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins  are  covered.  God  was  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses 
unto  them.  To  give  knowledge  of  salvation  by  the  remission  of  their  sins." 
Psal.  zxxii.  1,  2  Cor.  v.  19,  Luke  i.  77- 

Not  each  by  himself,  but  all  hy  one :  "  They  shall  reign  in  life  by  one 
Christ  Jesus.  By  the  obedience  of  one,  shall  many  be  made  righteous.  By 
one  offering,  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  those  that  are  sanctified."  Rom.  v.  IJy 
18, 19,  Heb.  z.  14. 

By  Jaith  alone  :  ^'  Being  justified  by  faith.  A  man  is  justified  by  faith, 
without  the  deeds  of  the  law.  Tlirough  him,  all  that  believe  are  justified 
from  all  things."^     Rom.  v.  1 ;  iii.  28.  Acts  xiii.  39. 

Not  on  account  of  faith,  as  a  condition  performed^  but'on  account  of  Christy 
the  pearl  of  inestimable  price ;  which  faith  receives,  applies,  and  uses  :  *'*'  Who 
has  by  himself  purged  away  our  sins,  by  himself  finished  our  transgressions, 
mode  reconciliation  for  our  iniquities,  and  brought  in  an  everlasting  right- 
eousness."    Heb.  i.  3.  Dan.  be.  24. 

Tliis  is  the  doctrine  of  Scripture.  Because  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
yon  see  with  what  care  it  is  stated,  and  with  what  copiousness  displayed ; 
with  what  zeal  it  is  urged,  and  with  what  vigilance  guarded.  IIow  solicit- 
ously the  sacred  writers  use  every  form  of  speech  that  miiy  exclude  all  human 
works,  may  set  aside  all  conditions  and  pre-requisites,  in  order  to  supersede 
all  glorying,  and  ascribe  the  whole  of  our  justification  to  the  free  grace  of 
God,  and  the  sole  merits  of  Christ. 

After  all  these  testimonies  of  Scripture,  shall  we  still  maintain,  that  the 
covenant  of  grace  consists  of  conditions,  depends  upon  conditions ;  is  such  as 
wo  cannot  expect  to  have  made  good  till  certain  conditions  are,  by  us,  duly 
and  truly  fulfilled?  Dagon  may  as  well  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  ark,  as 
such  a  notion  in  the  face  of  these  evangelical  texts. 

All,  all  is  free  to  us  sinners,  though  it  was  not  free  to  Christ  our  Saviour  : 
he  paid  the  price ;  he  perfonned  the  conditions.  If  you  would  know  what 
price  was  paid,  what  conditions  were  performed,  and  on  what  terms  wo 
inherit  the  blessings,  you.  Sir,  may  receive  information  from  Mr.  John 
Wesley,  who  says  in  his  comment,  "  All  the  blessings  of  the  new  covenant 
are  secured  to  us  by  the  one  offering  of  Christ."  According  to  this  com- 
mentator, they  are  not  only  procured  for  us,  but  secured  to  us.  IIow  could 
cither  of  these  be  true — ^much  more,  how  could  the  latter  be  fact — if  the 
blessings  were  suspended  on  any  performance  or  any  acquisition  of  ours  ?  If 
I  am  not  to  enjoy  them  until  I  discharge  this  or  that  duty,  they  are  not  pro- 
aired  for  me ;  if  I  am  not  to  enjoy  them  unless  I  become  possessed  of  this  or 
that  quality,  they  are  not  secured  to  me ; — not  secured  to  me  as  the  estate  is 
to  an  heir,  even  whilst  he  is  a  minor,  but  only  as  the  prize  is  to  a  racer,  in 
case,  by  exerting  his  speed  and  his  strength,  he  arrives  first  at  the  goal ; 
which  was  never  yet  called  security,  but  allowed  to  be  mere  uncertainty. 

As  to  this  point,  others  may  receive  information  from  the  prophet  Zccha- 
riah :  "  By  the  blood  of  thy  covenant  I  have  sent  forth  thy  prisoners  out  of 
the  pit,  wherein  was  no  water,"  Zech.  ix.  11.  Tht/  pt^oners:  those 
wretched  creatures  who  were  in  a  state  of  guilt,  and  under  the  sentence  of 
death  ;  subject  to  the  tyranny  of  the  devil,  and  liable  to  the  damnation  of 
heU.     In  this  dismal  state  they  were  as  in  a  ^/tV  unfathomably  deep ;  from 
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wliicli  tliorc  Bcomed  no  possibility  of  oticapc,  nor  any  method  of  delivennoe 
a  pit  in  which  thcru  in  no  water ;  nothing  but  absolute  misery,  without 
gleam  of  Impe,  or  a  dro])  of  comfort.     /  /tare  sent  them  furth  into  a  plioe 
liberty,  when*  they  obtain  pardon,  and  enjoy  i)eace ;  are  satistied  with  th 
plenteousncHH  of  my  house*,  and  drink  of  my  pleasures  as  out  of  a  river.    A| 
this  by  the  hhnul  «/"  ihu  Cf^rcnant.     Blood  was  the  righteous  term,  blood  mi 
the  dreadful  nH[uirenu'nt ;  even  that  infinitely  precious  blood  of  Christ,  « 
which  the  eovcnaftt  of  our  freedom  was  i*stablished,  and  by  which  its  lick 
blessinf^s  are  pn»currd.     Which  is  called  "  thy  covenant*,   O  daughter  tf 
Sion,"  thou  church  of  the  first-bom ;  because  it  was  made  in  thy  name,  mida 
with  thy  divine  Surety,  and/or  thy  unspeakable  good. 

Tliis  is  not  only  false,  *'  but  most  dangerously  false.  If  we  allow  thii^ 
Antinomianism  comes  in  with  a  full  tide."  Pray,  Sir,  what  do  you  meai 
by  Antinomianism  ?  Such  a  contrariety  to  the  law  as  debases  its  dignitf, 
deprives  it  of  its  ])rojH'r  honour  and  proper  endf  ? 

Sun^ly  then,  not  AsjKisio's,  but  Mr.  Wesley's  tenets,  arc  chargeable  with 
tliis  kind  of  heterodoxy  ;  since  they  wimld  cause  the  law  to  be  put  off  witk 
a  mite,  when  millions  (if  tali  iits  are  its  due ;  oblisre  it  to  be  content  with 
errant  deficiency,  when  the  most  sinh^ss  obedience,  and  the  most  exalted  pa- 
fection,  are  what  it  demands. 

I>o  you  mean  by  Antinomianism,  such  a  contrariety  to  the  law  as  diae- 
ganls  its  duties,  and  violates  its  ])rece])ts  ?  Then  the  apostle  Paul  shall  n'ply, 
*'  Tlie  gracv  of  CJotl,  which  bringeth  salvation,  hath  a]>])eared  unto  all  men; 
teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts,  we  should  Hyc 
wil)erly,  righteously,  and  godly."  Th*'  t/nivr  of  Ctkl^  his  infinitely  free  favour, 
of  which  we  have  a  s]M'cimen  in  the  preceding  text,  which  scorns  to  be 
shackled  with  conditions,  or  meanly  dependent  on  human  endeavours.  Thu 
grace,  n'C|uiring  nothing  of  the  en\iture,  but  /'/"/wy/y  salvation,  spiritual  and 
I'ternal  .silvation,  finisiied  by  tlie  incarnate  Creator,  and  free  fi»r  the  chief- 
est  of  siinnTs  :  this  L;raee.  being  reveali'd  in  the  gospel,  being  discemod  by 
faith,  auil  tlius  appearing  in  lustre,  and  with  ])ower,  to  all  men  ;  to  men  of 
every  rank,  every  ap**  every  character  ;  making  no  ditFertnice  between  the  I 
servant  and  the  nia>ter,  between  the  ruddy  stripling  and  the  hoary  sire, 
Ix'tween  the  vile  ]»rostitute  and  the  eliastc  vestal,  but  opi-ning  it*»  inexliau?li- 
ble  treasures  to  bi*  reeeivi'd  by  one  as  well  as  the  other  :  this  grace  din's  what  ? 
"  (\iuse  Antlnomiani&ini,"  or  i»ractleal  ungodliness,  "*  to  cunie  in  with  a  full 
tide  ^"  Quito  the  reverse:  it  rej»resses  it  like  an  immoveable  barrier:  it 
Uttche*  Uit  to  tii'Hf/,  to  renounce  uiiL'odliness,  ai/  fUh/'Mifine^it ;  not  only  external 
gross  abominations,  but  trvt'hlh/  /t/sdf^  alsu  every  vicious  inclination,  and  every 
irregular  desire.  Farther,  it  teaches  us  to  live  *(//«'/•///,  with  regard  to  our- 
sidves,  ruffitoinuli/  towards  our  neighbours,  and  //*>//'/  to  our  great  Creator. 

The  oriiriual  word  i**  particularlv  bcautiiul  and  siirnifieant  ;  it  is  not  rao-dcu 
— pn*scribeth,  by  way  of  rule,  m»r  ciriTaaGti — i-njoiiu'tii,  by  way  of  autho- 
rity ;  but  TTiit^iiniuni — teachetli,  by  way  »)f  instruction,  pointeth  out  the 
eflectual   method  of  obeying  the  precept'^,  and  conforming  to  the  rule.     A 

•   Tlitf  cnvennnt.     The  words  are  not  aiMrosseil  to  Christ,  but  to   his  churcli ;  as  the 
Hebrfw  wonl,  bi'ingiii  the  ftuniiiiuc  mmUT.  iiitiiii.itt'S. 

T  Till*  mil  ofthf  (*oiniiiandin|>:  law  is  rii;ht«'ousiu*«*v,  Rom.  x.  4.   The  end  of  the  violated 
law  in  />iini!»hri)ent,  (ia\.  Vn.  \0.    WoUx  l\vcfec  vnv\*  wcc  ;v.\v««vTcWi'5  \\v«  \w\«x v^*\\\wvv  ^V -«»> 
olHilieiit  anti   enuilkil    lUdccuu'r,  Wx  uu   \v^    v>\.Vv^x   ^cV^mc,  toiWyv  xi^^  >iXV5«  xs^-vkw 
whatcwr. 
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tyrant  may  command  his  slave  to  write,  or  make  a  proficiency  in  writing  ; 
%  kind  tutor  forms  Lim  to  it,  shows  him  how  to  do  it,  and  renders  what 
Dtherwiso  would  be  an  irksome,  perhaps  an  impracticable  task,  botli  easy 
Mad  pleasant :  so  this  grace,  clearly  manifested  in  the  understanding,  and 
cordially  apprehended  by  the  will,  renders  every  duty  of  holiness  both  prac- 
ticable and  pleasant :  it  gives  us  a  heart,  and  a  hand,  and  ability  to  exercise 
OfUTSclves  unto  universal  godliness. 

Christ  has  perfonncd  all  that  was  conditionary  for  me,  says  Aspasio. 
^'  Has  ho  repented  and  believed  for  you  ?"  says  Air.  "Wesley ;  a  question 
already  answered  in  the  dialogues.  **  No,"  replies  Mr.  Wesley,  "  not  an- 
s^irered,  but  evaded.  '  lie  performed  all  that  was  conditionary  in  the  cove- 
Bant  of  works,'  is  nothing  to  the  purpose  ;  for  we  are  not  talking  of  that,  but 
of  the  covenant  of  grace."  Give  nic  leave  to  tell  you.  Sir,  that  you  are 
greatly  mistaken  here  ;  we  are  talking,  at  least  we  ought  to  be  talking,  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  when  we  talk  of  the  covenant  wliich  Christ  came  under. 
It  was  a  covenant  of  works  to  him,  wliich,  by  his  execution  of  it,  became 
a  covenant  of  grace  for  us  :  he  became  answerable  for  our  debt ;  the  debt 
was  exacted  without  the  least  .abatement.  In  this  respect,  ^'  God  spared 
Bot  his  own  Son."  And  is  not  this  the  tenor,  are  not  such  the  effects,  of  a 
covenant  of  works  ? 

Christ  is  called  the  "Surety  of  a  better  covenant;"  that  is,  a  surety 
provided  and  admitted  by  a  better  covenant.  In  this  peculiarity,  infinitely 
momentous  and  comfortable,  the  new  covenant  is  better,  because  it  brings  in  a 
substitute  to  discharge  what  was  contracted  under  the  old,  which  neither  pro- 
Tided,  nor  allowed,  nor  knew  any  such  thing.  It  is  written,  "  Christ  was 
made  under  the  law,"  therefore,  not  under  a  covenant  of  grace.  If  you 
can  show  me,  in  the  construction  of  the  law,  any  hint  of  faith  in  the  merits  of 
another,  or  any  mention  of  repentance  unto  life,  I  will  retract  my  opinion, 
that  Christ  performed  whatever  was  conditionary ;  I  will  do  honour  to  thoso 
genteel  expressions,  and  submit  to  those  cogent  arguments,  "  It  is  not  true- 
it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose — it  is  absolutely  false." 

''  If  Clirist's  perfect  obedience  be  ours,  we  have  no  more  need  of  pardon 
than  Christ  himself.  The  consequence  is  good ;  you  have  started  an  objection 
which  you  cannot  answer."  It  is  answered  in  the  Dialogues,  whether  in  a 
satisfactory  or  insufficient  manner,  the  reader  must  determine.  But  suppose 
we  admit  the  consequence,  it  implies  no  more  than  the  apostle  affirms,  "  By 
one  offering  he  hath  perfected  for  ever  them  that  are  sanctified."  Let  me 
transcribe  your  own  *  explication  of  this  passage :  "  He  hath  dohe"  (observe, 
jrou  yourself  speak  of  Christ's  doing ;  in  this  place  only  of  Christ's  doing ; 
yet  I  would  not  be  so  injurious  to  your  good  sense,  as  to  imagine  that  you 
exclude  his  suffering)  "  all  that  was  needful,  in  order  to  their  full  reconcilia- 
tion with  God."  Tins  exposition  I  approve,  as  far  as  it  goes  ;  only  you  have 
omitted  one  very  weighty  circumstance,  comprehended  in  the  word  evci* :  By 
this  doing  and  suffering,  believers  are  fully  and  perfectly  reconciled  ;  not  for 
a  day  only,  or  for  any  particular  time,  but  for  ever.  The  pardon  is  irrevoca- 
ble ;  the  blessing  inalienable.  Not  like  the  moon,  which  now  waxes,  and 
anon  wanes;  but  like  the  sun,  which  is  .alwjiys  the  same,  ever  shines  with 
the  same  plenitude  of  rays,  and  needs  only  to  appear,  in  order  to  appear 
unchangeably  bright. 

*  Explanatory  Koles  in  loc. 
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T\\M  remiiifU  mo  of  a  innro  din'ct  answer  to  your  difficulty.  Tlic  rtpeatrf 
pardon  which  Ijcliovorn  implore,  is  only  a  witness-bearing  to  the  truth,  org 
repeated  manifi'station  of  it  to  our  consciences.  Will  you  find  &uH  vik 
this  doctrine  ?  !Might  yon  not,  for  the  very  same  reason,  say,  if  the  atoa^ 
ment  of  Christ's  death  was  ahsolutcly  perfi'ct,  there  could  he  no  need  of  hii 
interce^^HJcm  at  (lod^s  rii^ht  hand?  Ycn^  fur  the  actual  application  of  tb 
jvreat  atoncnicnt,  and  thi*  nmtiiiiial  conimunication  of  it;!;  happy  fruits,  thii 
intercession  is  ncocssnry.  So,  though  our  justification  is  conijdcte,  thomHb 
our  sins  have  nil  \trvn  hiid  upon  our  Lord,  and  arc  not  to  1>o  done  awajbi^ 
some  duties  of  our  own,  hut  already  iloue  away  hy  the  sacrifice  of  himself; 
yet  the  application  of  this  Idessiupf,  the  revelation  of  it  to  our  hearts,  is  daflj, 
hourly,  incessantly ujMclful  :  then-fore  he  Haith,  speaking  of  liis  Tineyardthe 
church,'*!  will  water  it  every  m«»nient."  AVhercd)y?  In  what  mannn? 
"What  spiritual  hh-ssin^rs  curn'sprmd  with  watering  the  thirsty  s«)il  ?  TfaediR- 
covery  of  complete  pardnn,  of  complete  accejitance,  of  coni])let(*  salvatiw  ii 
Christ.  This  will  make  the  soul  like  a  watered  garden  ;  this  will  cauKJoj' 
and  holiness  to  hlossom  as  a  mse. 

liotli  the  hranches  of  the  law,  the  preceptive  and  the  penal,  in  the  caserf 
piilt  contracti'd,  uuiat  he  siitisfied.  *'  Not  *»."  If  not,  one  of  them  mmt 
pass  unsatistied,  and  unfulfilled  ;  whereas  our  Lord  declares,  that  *'  bcsm 
and  earth  i^hall  pas^  away,  soon<T  than  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  the  lawflhaD 
fail  "of  its  acorn  pi  ishni  cut.  Will  yon  undertake  to  prove,  either  that  the 
preceptive,  or  els**  that  the  jienal  part  of  the  law,  docs  not  constitute  sf»  modi 
as  one  jot  or  out*  tittle  of  its  contents^  Then,  ami  then  only,  your  assertioi 
may  consist  with  our  !i(»rd's  declaration.  This  will  Ik?  an  undertaking  u 
adventunms  as  your  n(>xt  is  disingenuous. 

"  Not  so ;  (^hrist  hy  his  di>atli  alone  (so  our  church  teaches)  fully  satisfied 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.'*  ////  Ith  ih^atfi  alon*\  that  is,  in  contradiii- 
tinction  to  all  human  works  as  eflicient  or  adjutant  causes.  Fnlf*f**ttisji/^^ 
that  is,  without  liavin<',  and  \\itliont  necdint;  the  concurrence  of  anv  human 
satisfaction.  It  is  sjioken  in  oppojiition  to  our  endeavours,  not  to  hi;?  ovm 
most  gloriou!^  ohedienee.  Hut  do  you  really  want  to  Ik;  informed,  that  our 
church  means  no  such  thin;;  as  vou  would  insinuate  ?  Have  von  never  1 
heard  her  j>rofes3,  and  riJpiin*  to  iM.lieve,  what  Aspasio  maintains  ?  If  not, 
be  pleasi*<l  to  rea<l  the  quotations  fn>ni  her  lToniili»*s,  which  he  has  pro<luc6d, 
(vol.  iii.  p.  41,  A2"\)  Kead  these,  and  1  cannot  hut  think  you  have mo^lesty 
enou^rh  to  blush  at  :in  attt  in])t  to  palm  u]>on  the  public  such  an  apparent 
misrepresentation  of  our  vmcrable  motlu-r, 

"  The  same  z^oisX  truth  is  manif<'*«tlvtaM'djt  in  the  Hist  Article,"  MTial? 
That  Christ,  by  his  «/./////  a/om\  or  hy  sfniUinif  /fin  Uvml  ahfUt\  without  fiil- 

♦  Aj*  (lii«  jtimnlilet  may  in>«si!>ly  Tall  into  thr  hands  of  some  persons  who  have  not  the 
hook  rntith-d  Thtnm  nnil  Aspasio  ;  1  will,  for  their  sakes,  transcribe  one  of  the  teritimonieft 
to  wliirh  we  are  rrfcrri'tl. 

In  the  Homily  eomrerninc:  the  salvation  of  mankitul,  we  read  the  foHowing  word*  :  '*  The 
apostle  touehi'th  thrre  thinjrs,  whii-li  mus*^  go  t<»i;othcr  in  justitication.     On  God's  part, 
his  f^reat  merry  and  grace  :  On  Christ's  parr,  the  satisfaction  of  God's  justice,  or  the  price 
of  our  redemption,  by  the  oflTcrini;  of  his  l>ody  and  shedding  of  his   precious  blood,  with 
fulHlling  of  the  law  jierfctly  :   On  itur  ])art,  true  and  lively  faith  in  the  merits  of  Jc«ad 
Christ,  wliicli  yet  is  not  ours,  but  by  (iod's  wDrkinic  in  us."      You  see,  acconling:  to  the 
judgment  of  our  reformers,  not   i»nly   the  otTcrini;  of  CJjrist'H  boiiy,  and  the  itheddin?  of 
Chribt's  blood,  but  also  his  \K'rU'ot  I'uUVAmy:  o<  vW  \an«  ,-at«  vXw  i!k,\»tvv\-sXv  \xVc  <s.^  vx>«  t^^Vkasrj^- 
tion.     \vi  yir,  Wesley  is  pV-.i'^eA  to  exo\\n\c  vW  Vwwt  \  ».\\\nv'a\\.\\\vs  vvi<*!R\\'aw>^i.^l^.\w^LV» 
the  authoriiy  of  our  chnra\  tor  sue\\  au  v>^\u\«tv,  ;v\\v\  Iot  ^mcV  ^\^^^:^:^^s^:. 
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Uling  tho  law  perfectly,  satisfied  for  the  sins  of  the  world!  Tlicn  the 
A.Tticle8  and  the  Homilies  most  flatly  contradict  one  another.  Upon  this  yon 
Msk,  **  Is  it  therefore  fair,  is  it  honest,  for  any  one  to  plead  the  Articles  of 
imr  church  in  defence  of  absolute  predestination?''''  Indeed,  Sir,  I  know 
not  what  you  mean  by  this  interrogatory,  or  at  what  you  aim.  Does  Aspasio 
plead  the  Articles  for  any  such  purpose  ?  Not  that  he  should  be  afraid,  in 
naoo  there  was  an  evident  occasion  to  advance  such  a  plea,  and  perhaps 
might  put  Mr.  "Wesley  to  greater  difficulty  than  he  is  aware  of,  in  order  to 
elude  the  force  of  it.  But  he  does  not  in  this  place  come  within  view  of  tho 
point,  nor  so  much  as  remotely  hint  at  it :  no,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  two 
Tolumcs  does  he  once  touch  upon  absolute  predestination,  much  less  does  he 
plead  the  Articles  of  our  church  in  its  defence :  so  that  your  inferential  word 
ikerefore^  is  a  conclusion  without  premises. 

AhsoltUe  predestination  is  a  phrase  not  to  be  found  in  all  the  Dialogues,  or 
in  any  of  the  Letters ;  but  it  is  a  phrase  w^hich  Mr.  Wesley  thinks  to  be 
alarming  and  disgusting ;  on  which  Mr.  Wesley  has  learned  to  say  many 
liorrible  and  shocking  things ;  therefore,  be  it  right  or  wrong,  be  it  true  or 
iklse,  Aspasio  shall  be  charged  with  the  obnoxious  expression.  When  ho 
mentions  predestination,  it  is  in  the  very  words  of  Scripture ;  without  dwell- 
iBgr  npon  the  subject ;  without  resting  his  cause  upon  it ;  without  attempting 
either  to  explain  or  to  establish  it.  This  he  leaves,  and  ever  will  leave,  to 
clearer  heads  and  abler  pens.  As  to  your  absolut^y  this  is  not  what  Aspasio 
speaks,  but  what  Mr.  Wesley  would  make  him  speak ;  a  word,  which  in 
this  connexion  he  never  used,  nor  so  much  as  dreamt  of  using ;  for  which 
reason,  I  call  it  not  his^  but  yours.  May  I  not  then  retort  your  own  ques- 
tion ;  and  ask,  Is  it  fair,  is  it  honest,  to  put  into  your  friend^s  mouth  words 
which  he  never  used,  and  then  exclaim  against  them  ? 

Wliat  follows  in  this  paragraph  is  prodigious  indeed.  "  Seeing  the  17th 
Article  barely  defines  the  term  ;^  that  is,  the  church  does  not  believe  the 
doctrine,  nor  require  any  such  belief  from  her  members !  "Why  then  does 
she  select  it  for  one  of  the  Articles  ?  Why  pronounce  it  agreeable  to  God'^s 
word  ?  Why  forbid  disputation  against  it  ?  Pity  but  we  had  been 
acquainted  with  this  fine  distinction  when  we  were  students  at  Oxford  :  we 
then  declared  our  approbation  of  the  academical  statutes ;  we  engaged  to 
observe  them  all,  and  confirmed  our  engagement  with  an  oath.  But  how 
easily  might  we  have  eluded  the  obligation,  if,  when  called  upon  for  con- 
formity and  obedience,  this  salvo  had  come  into  our  heads  : — Tho  university 
docs  not,  in  these  statutes,  set  forth  our  duty,  but  barely  defines  the  term ; 
she  does  not  insist  upon  a  conformity,  but  only  flourishes  a  little  upon  terms, 
and  leaves  us  to  obey  or  disobey  as  we  shall  find  ourselves  inclined. 

"  Barely  defines  the  term,  without  either  affirming  or  denying  the  thing." 
How !  Does  she  not  affirm  the  thing,  when  she  styles  it  an  '^  excellent 
benefit  of  God  V*  Declares  it  to  be  ^' full  of  sweet,  pleasant,  and  unspeak- 
able comfort^  to  the  godly?  That  it  ^'greatly  establishes  and  confirms 
their  faith  of  eternal  salvation,  and  fervently  kindles  their  love  towards 
Gk)d?"  "Not  affirm  the  thing!"  when  she  expressly  ascribes  such  fruits 
and  consequents  to  it !  This  is  not  only  affirming,  but  affirming  with  the 
highest  approbation,  like  proclaiming  the  king,  and  placing  the  croi^ii  ui)on 
his  head. 

In  one  part  of  your  Frcacrvative  you  cnumeiatc,  an^  '^cry  \ii^"^'^'^  '^vas^^ 
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what  you  oiill  "Tin;  i\\'v  btMiefit!)  of  l^aptUm.**     Suppose  a  ijuakcr, i    ■"''  "^ 
reading;  tliis  ])a.Hringis  should  say,  *'*'  Friend  Wesley,  tliou  Imrely  defiiMst 
term,  thou  neither  aflimiest  nor  dcniest  the  tliiug.     Tliis  is  no  proof 
thou  tliyst'lf  l>eH(*vest  a  tittle  of  water-baptism,  or  wouMst  have  thy 
l>elievc  the  reality  of  any  such  onliiiance.^''     Should  the  Quaker  argue  t^K' 
ho  would  ar^ue  just  like  yimmelf.     But  I  a])]>n^hend  he  would  not  be » 
boldly  disin^renuou.s ;  he  would  rather  confers,  *^  Friend  John  doth  cntiirft 
maintain  and  l>elieve  tlifse  tliinu[s;  but  hi.<«  o]»inion  in  mistaken,  andhisiMi 
ments  are  ineonclusivi*/"     ^^  The  3l8t  Artiele  totally  overthrows  prcdeit^ 
tion,  and  raz(*s  it  from  the  foundation."     If  so,  it  makes  one  Article  coibir- 
diet  another ;  eonsequently,  weakens  the  authority,  and  undermines  the  cnitf 
bility  of  them  all.     In  this  Artiele  are  two  ]M)ints  more  particulariy  piopK 
for  our  inquiry  :  *'*'  Tlio  great  salvation,  and  the  number  of  the  saved."  1  c»' 
not  but  query,  whether  you  believe  the  former,  or  rightly  understiindthelatta 

Tlie  y/%v//  *#//r/f/ir;w,  expressed  in  the  following  words:  ^' The  offering  rf 
( -hrist  once  made,  is  that  ]H?rfe€t  redemption,  ])ro]>itiation,  and  satisGidioi 
fi>r  all  the  sins  of  the  wlitde  world,  both  ori^nal  .ind  actiial.^^  If  Itikt 
these  words  as  I  am  enjoined,  in  the  literal  and  grammatical  M^nse,  I  nait 
Ixdieve,  that  ('hrist  engagetl  to  satisfy  offendcnl  justice  for  every  sin  vhidil 
have  committed,  or  shall  commit,  tlimughout  my  whole  life :  my  ))ast  ns^ 
at  that  time,  had  no  more  existenee  than  my  future  sins  liavc  at  this  boo, 
but  both  were  equally  hiid  upon  my  l^)rd. 

Having  undertaken  this  greatest  of  all  works,  I  must  believe  that  he  fiill^ 
accomplished  it ;  and  actually  satistied  for  all  my  transgressions,  of  eTeij 
kind  and  every  date.  A  possibility,  or  mere  chance  of  bi'ing  redeemed,  ctt 
never  be  nK?koned  a  perfect  nHlemption  :  neither  wouM  our  Saviour  havB 
'  |>aid  down  a  positive  price  for  a  precarious  conditional  good;  much  lea 
would  he  have  ]>:iid  au  immense,  an  infinite  ]»rice,  u]K)n  a  bare  uncertainty 
whftliiT  it  should  take  any  cfteet,  or  ever  obtain  its  desired  end.  I  believe, 
therefon\  that  tin*  satisfaction  is  made  for  me  ;  that  (lod  has  received  the  all- 
suflieient  atnnemciit  in  behalf  of  all  my  provocati(»ns  ;  and  that  there  id  nu 
more  grouu»l  of  condeniiiatinn  for  me,  a  vile  sinner,  than  there  is  room  fur  the 
prosecution  of  au  insolvent,  all  whose  debts  are  defrayed,  even  to  the  very 
last  mite. 

T/i*'  tiftmftf'r  of  t/tt'  introU  expressed  in  those  words,  '•'"The  sins  of  the 
wlioh?  world.''  This  I  aeknowled;;e  to  Im?  the  lanL'uage  of  Scripture ;  and 
I  promisi^  mv>»'lf  you  will  bear  with  me,  while  I  offer  my  thoughts  conceni- 
ing  the  occasion  and  the  im])ort  of  such  language. 

in  the  antediluvian  and  patriarchal  ages,  the  Lord  Jehovah  cnnfmed  his     | 
favour  to  a  few  jiarlicular  families.     Wlien  he  formed  his  Israel  into  a  com- 
monwealth, he  chose  them  to  himself,  and  se])arated  them  from   all  other 
nations.     To  them  he  gave  his  orach's,  his  ordinances,  and  his  covenant <, 
yea,   he  honoure<l  and  indulged  them  with  his  divine    j>n'Si»nce.       In  this 
the   Israelites  gloried  ;    they  aj)prj»priated  this  privilege  to  themselves,  ami 
held  other  people  at  a  <listance,  looking  upon  them  as  strangers,  and  without 
God  in  the  world  :  hence  that  chosen    seed   spares  not  to  say,    *'  We  arc 
thine ;  thou  never  barest  rule  ov«t  them  :  thev  were  n<>t  called  by  thv  nauic." 
At   the    commencement    <>f  the    Messiah's  kingdom,    the  L»)rd  puqK)Sed  to 
change  the  scene,  and  vary  iVie  i\\s\Hn\<^.\\Ac>w^  \\x  ^sl^xx^aXxxxx*^ X^^jSkx  ^>iH4%  «s3cv\ 
Gvntilos  t)  an  interest  m  t\\e  gtoal  waXv^xWviTv \  a^  xXv^n  ^^^^^  ^i^v^^  ^Nsa'^ 
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feble  with  sin,  and  equally  liable  to  the  curse,  they  should  now  stand  U])on« 
level ;  be  equally  sharers  in  that  divine  Saviour,  who  submits  to  be  made 
dn,  and  to  be  made  a  curse  for  both  alike.  This  the  Holy  Ghost  expressly 
Mid  repeatedly  promised,  "  He  (that  is,  the  Redeemer,  which  is  to  come) 
ihall  speak  peace  unto  the  Heathen ;  his  dominion  shall  be  from  sea  even  to 
•ea,  and  from  the  river  oven  to  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Notwithstanding  such  prophecies  and  such  promises,  our  Lord  himself^ 
when  he  entered  upon  his  ministry,  acted  a  discriminating  part,  and  kept  up 
the  partition  wall,  in  pursuance  of  that  declaration,  '^  I  am  not  sent,  but  unto 
fche  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  When  he  sent  forth  his  disciples  to 
preach  and  to  teach,  he  gave  them  also  a  command  to  shew  the  same  partial 
regard, "  Go  ye  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles.'"  This  conduct  of  our 
Lord,  both  under  the  Old  Testament  and  the  New,  confirmed  the  Jews  in 
Uieir  self-flattering  notion,  that  they  were,  and  ever  should  be,  a  favourite 
nation  and  a  peculiar  people.  The  Gentiles,  on  the  other  hnnd,  were  no  less 
dimx>uraged ;  apprehending  that  as  they  were,  so  they  ever  should  be,  ^^  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel."  But  in  order  to  convince  the  Jews  of 
their  mistake  in  claiming  the  blessing  of  Abraham  to  themselves ;  and  in 
order  to  assure  the  poor  discarded  Gentiles  that  they  should  be  ^'  fellow-heirs 
and  of  the  same  body ;"  our  Lord,  in  his  last  charge  to  his  apostles,  alters 
the  style  of  his  commission,  and  enlarges  the  sphere  of  their  several  depart- 
ments. It  is  now  no  longer,  ''  Go  not  into  the  way  of  the  Gentiles,'*'*  but  quite 
the  reverse  :  *'  Go  teach  all  nations  of  the  world,"  yea,  and  "  every  creature : 
whosoever  believetli  (whether  Jew  or  Gentile)  shall  be  saved.^'* 

Still  the  Jews  were  hardly  induced  to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellowship 
to  their  brethren  the  Gentiles :  For  St.  Peter  cries,  with  some  indignation, 
**  Not  so.  Lord.'*'*  Still  the  Gentiles,  hardly  persuaded  that  they  should 
be  partakers  of  the  grace,  reasoned  against  themselves,  ^^  The  Lord  hath 
utterly  separated  me  from  his  people."  Therefore  the  Lord,  to  intercept 
all  the  desponding  objections  of  the  latter,  and  to  bring  down  the  high 
disdainful  imaginations  of  the  former,  declares  in  a  variety  of  places,  that 
the  difference  no  longer  subsists  ;  that  Christ  has  thrown  down  the  partition 
wall,  and  laid  all  plain,  and  common,  and  free.  Though  the  giving  of  the 
law  pertained  to  Israel  only,  the  Lord  Jesus  gave  himself  a  ransom  for  all 
people.  Though  the  pasclial  Lamb  extended  its  influence  only  to  the  cir- 
cumcision, the  Lamb  of  God  is  a  '^  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world," 
even  though  it  be  not  circumcised.  And  now  God  would  have  all  men, 
whether  bond  or  free,  Jews  or  Gentiles,  Greeks  or  Barbarians,  to  be  saved, 
by  coming  unto  the  knowledge  of  the  faith. 

This  account  gives  us  the  true  cause,  and  points  out  the  intended  um),  of  such 
universal  phrases.  They  are  calculated  to  abate  the  pride  of  the  Jews,  to 
encourage  the  despised  Gentiles,  and,  by  excluding  none,  they  give  encourage- 
ment for  all  to  come ;  because,  though  every  individual  person  will  not  be 
saved,  yet  "  whosoever  cometh  shall  in  no  wise  be  cast  out."  By  this  inter- 
pretation, the  phrase  is  neither  inconsistent  with  other  texts,  neither  does  our 
church  contradict  herself. 

Upon  the  whole,  you  will  please  to  observe,  that  I  should  never  have 
tonched  upon  this  subject,  had  not  your  objections,  far-fetched  and  forced  as 
they  are,  given  me  a  kind  of  challenge.  And  now  I  have  touched  upon  the 
sabjecty  it  is  not  as  a  champion  for  the  cause,  \)\\t  oiAy  V)  ^o^  ^\^  ^^:^^Qfi' 

o  o 


502  LKTTBRS   TO   THE 

and  the  inconsisU'ncy  (if  ymir  arjriiing ;  how  little  you  avail  yonnelf,  eiq|i^ 
on  a  |x>int  when*  you  tliink  oppo«(ition  vain  and  your  aim  iiresiBtible. 

*'  IMi(»v«»r8,  who  are  notorious  transgresanrs  in  themwlvcfl,  have  a  tiab 
o]ie<lirnrc  in  ('hri:*t."  Tliis  passage  you  selwt  as  faulty,  I  prceunic  lNta« 
it  is  opposite  to  your  favourite  tenet,  ''  Per/*rthn  in  i>en!«^»nsil  holincsj."  j^ 
futtoriottit,  1  mean  acknowledged,  cN^nfiHwed,  indi«putsLl>ly  such.  Ifronai 
not  such  a  transgr«*S'4r)r,  why  do  you  daily  confess  yourwlfa  niiserahlrniuMrl 
Why  do  you  acknowhMlge  that  you  arc  "tied  and  Iwrnnd  with  the  chaiiif 
your  sins,"  and  d«'cl;in*  lM»f«ire  all  men  **  that  then*  is  no  health  in  rwl' 
All  this  Mr.  Wr^^ley  sj>eaks  with  his  lips,  and  I  would  hoj)e  iH'liovesinliii 
heart.  Yet  all  this  does  not  Amount  '*  t<i  a  notorious  transgn^ssor ! "  Pny 
then,  g«K>d  iSir,  inform  us  what  sort  of  transgresair  is  descrihed  hy  all  thai 
expression**. 

You  cry  out,  **  O  syren  song  !'*  The  Psalmist  would  have  taiiglitywi 
better  exclamation.  If  this  is  the  case,  "let  us  njoice  with  trfnil)liii|.' 
Arc  we  notorious  trau^rn^ssors  in  ourselvi-s?  The  consciousness  of  tlm  ia  the 
stnmirrst  mntivo  to  huinilitv.  Have  we  a  sinless  olMMlienee  in  ('lm>t  i  TW 
belief  of  this  is  an  ahumlaut  s«>urct»  of  joy.  When  you  adil,  "  pleasin^^  snoni 
to  James  Whoatley  !  Thomas  Williams  !  James  Reily !  "'  I  am  quite 
ashamed  of  your  uu*ann(>ss,  and  grieved  at  your  uncharitable  rashness,  llov 
unworthy  is  sueh  a  procM>dure,  either  of  the  gentleman,  the  Christian,  or  the 
man  of  sense  ^  I'n worthy  the  irentlemiin,  to  stigmatize  by  name,  and  expose 
to  the  most  public  infamy.  rnw(»rthy  the  Christian,  whoso  charity  cob- 
cealrth,  rather  than  divulgeth  and  proelaimeth  ujH>n  the  hous4'-top!<.  I'd- 
wortJiy  the  man  of  si'nse,  wh(»  knows  that  the  miscarriages  of  a  pnjfeswrare 
no  argum(*nt  against  the  sounilni*ss  of  a  doctrine :  if  thi*y  were,  would  nut 
your  own  j)riueij)]es  tntter  ^  nay,  how  C(»uld  Christianity  its4*1f  stiind  ? 

''  Klijah  failed  in  hi>  resiirnatinu.  and  rven  Moses  himself  spake  nnadri^oiHr 
with  hi-*  lij)»*. "  "  It  i«»  trm-  (says  Mr.  Wr**h'y).  Hut  if  yon  eouM  likr\i'i<(» 
iix  sninr  lt)i»i  iipDii  vrjn-rablf  S:iimn'|.  and  hrlovcd  Daniel,  it  would  pn.ve 
ncitliin:,'.'"  I  ]\A\r  TKt  il'-iri'  to  iix  a  blot ;  but  if  1  tin<l  it  in  the  nn^t  acc'tin- 
]»lish(-d  rharaitfT.  this  ]»n»vis  tin- ]»n)])nsitiou  which  Aspasio  maintains,  "  lliat 
the  verv  bi'st  of  nn  ii  f;ill  slmrt  :  that  the*  verv  bist  of  men  will  Ih^  fnund 
guilty,  if  tried  by  the  rii:lit«M)ii>  law  ;  that  the  vi-ry  br>t  nf  men  have  notliini; 
nioH'  tn  pli'ad  fur  aciM-ptaiiei-  with  the  High  and  Holy  One.  tliat  the  criminal 
who  vestiTdav  nmnlered  his  benefaet«»r,  to-morrow  is  to  be  executi-d  for  lii« 
crime,  and  is  now  flvinff  to  the  redemi>tion  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  fur  the 
chief  of  sinners." 

**  No  Sripture  teaeln's  that  tin-  holiness  of  Chri-tians  is  to  l>e  measured  hv 
that  of  any  Jew."  I  should  be  afraid  to  advanee  >ueli  a  j>osition,  after 
having  n-ad  that  <;tneral  exhortation,  ''  lie  ve  followers  (»f  them  who  tlinni^h 
faith  and  j»atien»'e  inherit  the  promisis  ;"  and  thosi*  more  j>artieular  refereni-w 
to  the  ancient  siintN  c«»mpris»-d  in  the  eleventh  ehaj»ter  to  the  Hehrews. 
AVere  not  they  Jews  ^  1)«ms  not  the  apostle  propose  them  as  j>altems  foroui 
imitation  i  Is  n«)t  this  his  laninia^re,  L,f  hj*  act  in  eonf«»rmity  to  their  prac- 
tice ?  '*The  Spirit  of  Christ  was  in  them,"  and  '*  they  (d)tained  (even  fn»u 
the  supreme  Judge)  a  giod  re]M»rt."  Agreeably  to  this  divine  testimonial 
we  are  directed  to  learn  from  Abel  a  li«biciarv  «h'T»enihnce  on  the  'irea 
afo/jenient ;  and  from  V*uoc\\,  a.  Vx'iv*  c»K  cv>\w\\\\v\w\\  >k\\\\  ^  xv^cww-^ssWc^t- 
The   ])rc»])hets  are   reconm\c\\^Ve*\  tv>  owx   cv)v>\o\v\\X^^^^^^-  ^si  '"•  vj^wk^xX^ 
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ing  affliction,  and  of  patience."  Elijali  is  set  before  us  as  an  instance 
persevering  and  successful  prayer ;  and  wo  arc  directed  to  walk  in  the 
of  our  father  Abraham'^s  faith.  This  was  the  counsel  of  an  iipostlc  to 
this  was  the  aim  of  an  apostle  witli  regard  to  himself ;  therefore  I 
,  it  can  never  be  unworthy  of  you,  or  unfit  for  the  most  advanced  among 
^^MMJF  disciples.  For  my  part,  I  shall  reckon  myself  tnily  happy,  I  sliall  bless 
^^  day  whereon  I  was  bom,  if  I  may  but  be  enabled  to  follow  the  footsteps 
iC  "fcliese  illustrious  leaders,  though  non  passihus  cequis.  That  Christians 
to  rise  above  the  level  of  the  common  Jews,  I  freely  own.  Mr. 
*s mistake  seems  to  lie  in  confounding  the  common  with  the  uncommon; 
ot  discerning  the  difference  between  ant/  and  erertf^  between  9ome  and 
Some  Jews  were  blessed  witli  extraordinary  endowments;  thiy  had 
U«rfeinguished  communications  of  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  and  holiness.  They 
as  the  ^'  stones  of  a  crown,  lifted  up  as  an  ensign  upon  his  land."  Their 
achievements  and  eminent  attainments  are  described  in  tlie  afore- 
ntioned  chapter,  which  may  truly  be  styled  the  golden  legend ;  great 
impossible  to  flesh  and  blood,  they  both  performed  and  suffered ;  such 
characterize  a  saint  of  the  highest  rank.  To  imitate  these  is  the  duty  of 
Christians  ;  to  equal  them  is  the  privilege  of  few. 

Let  me  illustrate  this  sentiment :  the  reader,  I  apprelicnd,  will  hardly 
"tiiink  it  needs  confirmation.     Every  graduate  in  the  university,  much  more 
wery  minister  of  the  gospel,  ought  to  exceed  the  school-boy  in  learning  and 
knowledge.     Yet  there  have  been  school-boys  with  whom  few  ministers,  and 
fewer  graduates,  will  venture  to  compare  themselves.     A  recent  instance  of 
this  kind  we  have  in  the  famous  Baraticr.     This  wonderful  youth,  when  ho 
m'as  but  four  years  old,  spoke  French  to  his  mother,  Latin  to  his  father, 
High-Dutch  to  his  maid.     At  the  age  of  six,  he  explained  the  Hebrew  text 
fta  readily  as  if  it  had  been  his  native  German.     When  other  lad»  are  scarce 
able  to  read  with  fluency  and  propriety  their  mother  tongue,  he  was  not  only 
mcquaintcd  with,  but  master  of  five  several  languages.     In  his  eleventh  year, 
lie  published  a  learned  I^atin  dissertation,  and  translated  a  book  of  travels  out 
of  Hebrew  into  French.     While  a  mere  boy,  he  was  qualified  to  dispute 
"^th  professors  of  the  sciences,  was  honoured  with  a  scat  at  an  ecclesiastical 
synod,  and  admitted  to  the  degree  of  doctor  in  philosophy.     Upon  this  nar- 
lative  I  shall  only  observe,  that  many  of  the  Jews,  whose  names  are  immor- 
talized in  Scripture,  were,  in  faith,  in  godliness,  and  all  that  is  exemplary, 
80  many  Baratiers. 

**  Do  not  the  best  of  men  frequently  feel  disorder  in  their  affections  ?  Do 
they  not  often  com])lain.  When  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  with  me  ?  " 
"  I  believe  not.^**  What  a  proof  is  here!  How  well  suited  to  its  office; 
which  is  to  control  the  current,  and  overrule  the  evidence*  of  ancient  and 
modem  consent.  But  why  do  not  you  believe  what  Aspasio  supposes  ?  Is 
your  disbelief  grounded  on  fact  ?  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  people  who 
feel  no  disorder  in  their  affections  ?  wlio  always  do  good  in  the  conipletest 
manner  ?  and  never  have  evil  present  with  them  ?  If  so,  what  are  their 
names  ?  where  do  they  live  ?  We  would  go  many  miles  to  see  them.  You 
have  no  aversion  to  the  mention  of  names,  when  censure  is  the  motive,  and 
public  disgrace  the  effect ;  why  should  you  be  so  reluctant,  when  honour  and 
distinguiabed  respect  would  bo  the  conscqueiico  ^ 
Do  they  not  say,  "  We  groan,  being  burdewcd  w\l\\  lYie  nswVycv^^  Q^  vs^^rt^^ 

o  o2 


liiTn-i'ir.-lvl. 
l.riv.l   til.  IN. 


— "  Thi^  is  riiit  the  mraning  of  tlio  text,     Tlie  wlitilt!  Cfint4?j| 
i;-     I  f  rli  rr   .'".luing  was  their  longing  to  be  witli  Christ."      Yo« 

I'liiiinage  the  context,  or   take  a  jonmny  to  fii»4 

I    '  I       ~i'iitciicc  itself  showB,  as  plainly  sa  the^vorils  coa 

ll-'  ■■!  t'lii  ^i<i:ining'.  We  groan — it  is  not  said  because  W9 
itli  C'lirisl.  Tbi.4  might  be  a,  tnitb  ;  but  this  I9  not  the  emus 
ft'f  gniaii  becanse  we  are  burdened."  Burdened  with  whatt 
vers,  with  a  body  of  ain  and  death,  or  witb  what  the  npoitle 
,  Ti.  A'tjTfiu.  Thin,  whatever  it  means,  was  the  load  t):at  cncum- 
till  III.  ..[iiiriij-ii'il  tlieii],  and  made  them  sigh  ardently  for  deliverancft 
mil  (lii-  sii'iiiiy  all  tbi;  infirmities  and  disorders  of  the  present  moitel 

'     -\ L'  uhiiii,  the  sad  effects  of  inbred  corniption  are  none  of  tlw 

Till  -r'  Miivc  tlioso  magnanimous  but  pious  souls  more  uneasineas  tbu 
lii  r  liiiiiU  iif  attliftion  whatever*. 

riir  tiiiT  iif  -^in  will  be  perfected  in  heaven."  "  Nay,  snrely  in  pandise.* 
-■ill  know-  iiij  ilift'iTi'ncc  between  paradise  and  heaven.  Paradise  is  tiw  ■ 
liiin  wliiTc  l'li[i.-l  ni:;iis;  and  is  not  this  heaven?  Paradiee  is  ths  ■ 
11  ivlhTii  lliii  Irci-  Lpf  life  grows;  and  is  not  this  heaven?  Ileavri 
cs  iliL'  ]i]acc;  |iaiarlise  describes  its  nature — a  place  of  consummaU 
and  ahaolute  pirfiiiion,  wiierc  is  the  fulness  of  joy  and  pleasure  fst  ' 
ilowever,  if  it  can  bo  proved  that  they  are  different  abodes,  ud 
iply  diftViront  st.'kti's  t,  then  Aspasio  would  be  understood  to  say,  the  cum 
iinpleted  in  p:tradisc ;  or  as  soon  as  the  believer  drops  his  flesh,  anil 
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jui  is  the  consequence,  the  immediate  consequence  of  dissolution  ? 
with  Christ,^  in  his  presence,  before  his  throne.  And  is  not  this 
ific  vision  ?  *'  Willing  (says  the  inspired  writer)  to  be  absent  from 
r',  and  present  with  the  Lord.^^  Here  is  no  hint  of  any  intermediate 
»ut  the  very  moment  in  which  the  saints  depart  from  their  bodies, 
present  with  the  Lord  ;  and  if  with  the  Lord,  then  in  the  highest 
.  then  at  the  fountain-head  of  felicity,  then  amidst  the  beatific  vision.  * 
^n  Elijah  was  conveyed  in  his  fiery  chariot ;  and  into  heaven  the 
•tyr  was  received  by  his  compassionate  Saviour.  Neither  of  them 
in  some  intervening  mansion,  as  a  kind  of  lobby  to  the  heaven  of 
This  is  the  Popish  notion,  and  very  closely  connected  with  the 
of  purgatory ;  so  closely  connected,  that  if  you  take  away  the  former, 
T  drops  into  nothing.  I  am  sorry  your  opinions.  Sir,  are  so  much 
errors  of  the  man  of  sin. 

present  blessedness  does  not  consist  in  being  free  from  sin."  ^'  I 
link  it  does."  Spoken  like  Mr.  Wesley.  /  think^  is  still  the  ar^^umen- 
narium.  I  thinky  is  the  heavy  artillery  which  is  to  demolish  brigades 
w ;  only  here  it  is  strengthened  and  enforced  by  that  emphatical 
lilt/.  But  if  our  present  blessedness  does  really  consist  in  being  free 
,  where  are  your  blessed  persons  ?     We  may  truly  say, 

Apparent  rari  nantes  in  gurgite  yasto. — ^ViRO. 

s  can  hardly  be  said.  Virgil's  description  is  too  full;  instead  of 
very  few,  here  and  there  one,  popping  up  their  heads,  in  the  great 
c  ocean  of  the  world,  we  are  not  able  to  find  so  much  as  an  indi- 
shew  iLS  one^  only  07ie  of  these  angels  in  flesh  and  blood,  and  it 
us.  Whereas,  if  you  persist  in  maintaining  your  sinless  perfection, 
lot  produce  a  single  instance  to  exemplify  your  notion,  will  you  not 
just  a  handle  for  that  sarcastic  reflection  used  on  another  occasion  ? 

With  witnesses  man  j  this  cause  did  abound  ; 

With  some  that  were  hanged,  and  some  that  were  drownM ; 

And  some  that  were  lost,  and  some  never  found. 

are  Aspasio's  words :  "  It  (our  present  imperfection)  perpetually 
us  of  a  most  important  truth,  that  our  present  blessedness  consists, 
eing  free  from  all  sin,  but  in  having  no  sin  imputed  to  us."  He  took 
ir  care  to  guard  his  meaning  from  misconstruction,  by  adding  the 
^  Lest  this  word,  because  it  is  little  of  stature,  should  be  overlooked, 
ted  it  in  italics.  But  all  this  precaution  is  thrown  away  upon 
sley.  He  takes  no  notice  of  this  same  little  word  ;  nay  he  shuts  it 
out  of  his  quotation,  as  though  he  should  say,  where  is  the  harm  of 
1  under  the  hatches  such  a  puny  insignificant  monosyllable  ?  I 
avc  it  to  know,  I  shall  ere  long  turn  adrift  more  plump  and  portly 
lan  that. 

do  also  took  care  to  confirm  his  sentiments  by  a  reference  to  Scrip- 
Q  supported  himself  by  thft  authority  of  King  David.  Mr.  Wesley, 
I  little  while  ago  laboured  to  depreciate,  now  ventures  to  contradict 
1  Psalmist.  "  Blessed,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  is  the  man  " — who  is 
a  sin  ?  who  is  perfectly  sanctified  ?  This  is  not  the  doctrine  which 
it  singer  of  Israel  teaches,  but  "  blessed  \b  \ie  'wVvor^  \,t^Ti%^^«Bv<s^\^ 

whose  sin  is  covered."     Deeply  impieSBcd,  and  c^\\*i  ^vax\aa\^^\'Oa. 


«,.»  a09tTiioii  18  liere  !       Assertion^  fo 
was,    who   then  couKl   be  saved?     ^ 
million ;  no,  nor  Mr.  John  Wesley  hi 
stands  condemned.     lie  makes  this  ac 
his  followers,  "  AVe   know  by  melancl 
works  of  rightooiLsneas."     To  corrobon 
and  feel  by  melancholy  experience,  wh; 
We  feel  by  experience :  he  is  willing  to 
than  any  should  suspect  the  sincerity 
can  you,  after  such  a  confession,  after  si 
from  sin  ?     Is  all  this  which  you  kno^ 
consistent  with  a  sinless  state  ?     Just  i 
with  the  \igour  of  health,  or  a  shameful 
Sir,  bow  you  are  entangled  in  your  own 
an  enemy,  you  run  yourself  aground.     I 
as  you  avow  such  palpable  inconsistencie 
You  attempt  to  confirm  your  opinion  1 
made  free  from  sin."     But  he  and  you  i 
words.     lie  means  being  freed  from  the 
to  his  own  explanation, ."  Sin  (ov  Kvpuva- 
may  assault  you,  it  may  harass  you,  it  m 
but  it  shall  not  obtain  a  final  victory,  i 
the  expedience  and  necessity  of  this  fr 
ourselves  disciples  of  Christ,   or    Christ 
Whereas,  you  mean  being  freed  from  the 
a  purity  (it  is  your  own  explanation)  free 
and  a  resignation  excluding  every  degree 
or  the  possibility  of  thi«  f»'«'^'' — 
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Christ  exercise  his  priestly  office  in  behalf  of  angels  ?  No ;  because  they 
excel  in  strength,  and  are  perfect  in  holiness.  Will  Christ  exercise  his 
priestly  office,  when  all  his  saints  are  received  into  glory  ?  No ;  because 
then  there  will  be  an  absolute  consummation  both  in  body  and  soul,  both  ■  in 
righteousness  and  happiness,  and  the  mediatorial  kingdom  be  delivered  up  to 
the  Father.  Did  Christ  exercise  his  priestly  office  before  Adam  fell  ?  No ; 
because  sin  had  no  existence  then  ;  and  then  the  language  was,  ^^  let  man  be 
blessed,*"  not  "  deliver  him  from  going  do^Ti  into  the  pit." 

The  objections  laid  to  my  charge  in  this  paragraph,  and  the  whole  side  of 
the  leaf,  proceed  upon  your  favourite  notion,  perfection  of  holiness,  evea 
while  we  continue  in  houses  of  clay.  As  I  look  upon  your  foundation  to  be 
a  mere  delusion,  I  must  of  course  conclude  all  that  you  build  upon  it  to  be 
chimerical  and  delusory ;  therefore,  till  you  prove  your  supposition,  I  have 
no  reason  to  concern  myself  with  any  of  your  consequences  deduced  from  it, 
or  with  any  of  your  allegations  relating  to  it.  On  one  clause,  however,  let 
me  bestow  a  slight  animadversion. 

Aspasio  says,  A  sense  of  remaining  inbred  corruption  will  reconcile  us  to 
death.  Mr.  Wesley  replies,  "  Indeed  it  will  not ;  nor  will  any  thing  do  this 
like  perfect  love."  Here  I  think  you  have  missed  the  mark.  Nothing  can 
leconcile  us  to  death  but  that  which  takes  away  its  sttng ;  and  this  is  done 
only  by  the  atonement  of  Christ.  Nothing  can  reconcile  us  to  death,  but 
that  which  delivers  us  from  its  terror ;  and  this  is  effected  only  by  the  sacrifice 
of  our  great  High-priest,  which  has  converted  the  king  of  terrors  into  a  mes- 
senger of  peace.  Nothing  can  reconcile  us  to  death,  but  that  which  makes  it 
desirable  to  depart,  and  gain  to  die ;  and  this  is  owing,  wholly  owing  to 
him  who  died  for  us,  that  whether  we  wake  or  sleep,  we  should  live  together 
with  him. 

Old  Simeon  found,  that  nothing  could  reconcile  him  to  death,  so  much  as  a 
believing  view  of  the  Lord's  Christ.  Seeing  God  made  flesh,  seeing  him  as 
his  own  Saviour,  he  was  enabled  not  only  to  acquiesce  in  the  summons,  but 
to  welcome  it  as  a  deliverance.  He  was  enabled  to  say  with  composure  and 
complacency,  "  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in  peace :"  Not 
because  I  am  weary  of  this  imperfect  state ;  not  because  I  am  perfect  in 
divine  love ;  but  because  "  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation."  Tliough 
you  may  not  like  to  imitate  a  Jew,  I  most  heartily  wish  for  myself,  Let 
me  die  the  death  of  this  most  venerable  Hebrew,  and  let  my  latter  end  be 
like  his! 

If  you  still  persist  in  your  opinion,  that  nothing  can  reconcile  you  to  dis- 
solution like  the  imagined  perfection  of  your  love — not  the  blood  by  which 
the  saints  overcame,  not  the  righteousness  by  which  they  reign  in  life,  not  the 
grace  and  power  which  have  swallowed  up  death  in  victory  ;  I  must  then 
caution  you  to  take  heed  lest  you  cross,  or  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  in  the 
boat  of  vain  cotifidence.  You  have  abridged,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  Pilgrim's 
Progress,  therefore  can  be  at  no  loss  to  understand  my  meaning. 

One  clause,  I  said ;  but  I  correct  myself :  there  is  another,  so  very  extra- 
ordinary,  that  you  might  justly  charge  me  with  inattention,  little  short  of 
stupidity,  if  I  should  pass  it  over  without  notice.  These  are  the  words :  "If 
Mre  were  perfect  in  piety,  (St.  John's  word  is,  perfect  in  love),  we  should  still 
be  encompassed  vrith  infirmities,  and  liable  to  mistakes,  from  which  words  i 
or  mctioDB  might  follow^  even  though  the  heart  waa  «SV  \on^^  v?V\0<Ci.^^\si^«5^^ 
exactly  Tigbt" 


tue  works  of  the  law.     Tlicy  knew 
complete,  it  did  not  conic  up  to  tlieii 
had  learnt  to  uoftcn  and  extcnnatc  tl 
rights     This  is  the  cause  why  ])eoi)l 
comeliness  in  Christ,  so  «as  to  desire  h 
It  is  tmo  they  art»  not  perfect,  they  o: 
only  human  infirmities — words  and  t 
which  is  indeed  the  gyreti  son^/y  they 
their  ruined  state,  and  a  disregard  of  tl 

**  Cursed  (says  the  law)  is  every  on 
whether  they  bo  great  or  small :  and  w 
and  consistent  with  perfection,  on  whic 
which  the  divine  law  threatens  with  ; 
vengeance  hereafter  ?     The  apostle  wo 
abettor  of  such  a  conceit,  in  the  follow 
vain  man,  that  what  thou  callest  a  matt 
ribly  odious  in  the  eye  of  God'^s  infinite  p 
estimate  of  his  infinite  justice ;  and  coul 
the  atoning  death  of  his  infinitely  majest 

'^  Encompassed  with  infirmities,  yet  tl 
not  exactly  right,  yet  the  man  all  pei 
which  I  never  saw  equalled,  only  in  the 
Mr.  Wesley's  words  are  not  far  from  a 
sense,  of  those  very  offensive  passages 
Popish  zealots.     Andradius,  interpreter 
"  Yenialia  peccata  tam  sunt  minuta  et 
cluuitatis,  nee  imped  ire  poiw""*   "" 
Lindeniif>  «--"' 
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io  wOl  be  induced  to  alter  his  phrase,  and  rectify  his  notions.  If  he  pleases  to 
ranslate  these  passages,  his  followers  may  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  how 
leaily  he  approaches  to  some  of  the  worst  errors  of  Popery ;  and  may  hence 
le  admonished  not  to  imbibe,  without,  due  examination,  his  doctrines ;  nor 
nbmit  with  an  implicit  credulity  to  his  dictates. 

*•  The  charges  of  the  law  are  all  answered."  At  this  sentence  Mr.  Wesley 
B  highly  offended.  As  the  lion  is  said  to  lash  himself  into  rage,  so  my 
ibjector  stirs  himself  up  into  a  graceful  indignation ;  for  there  is  nothing  in 
ho  passage,  or  in  the  context,  to  awaken  such  a  flame  of  zeal.  If  Mr.  Wes- 
jey  had  understood  Aspasio  according  to  the  whole  tenor  of  his  discourse, 
^ere  would  have  been  no  room  for  bringing  Count  Zinzendorf  upon  the 
carpet,  nor  for  making  that  injiurious  conclusion,  "  Then  neither  God  nor 
man  can  claim  any  obedience  to  the  law.'^  This  is  what  Aspasio  moans  :  the 
dlaims  of  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works  ;  the  claims  of  the  law,  as  being 
the  condition  of  life  and  glory ;  the  claims  of  the  law,  as  requiring  perfect 
obedience  on  pain  of  eternal  death — these  claims  are  all  satisfied  by  our  most 
blessed  and  gracious  Surety :  if  not,  they  arc  still  incumbent  upon  us,  and 
upon  every  child  of  man.  A  burden  this,  which  neither  '^  we  nor  our  fathers 
were  able  ta  bear ;"  which,  heavier  than  the  sands  of  the  sea,  would  have 
sunk  ns  into  the  nethermost  hell.  This  doctrine,  therefore,  is  not  ^^  Antino- 
mianism  without  a  mask,"  but  it  is  the  doctrine  of  "  righteousness  without 
works,"  Rom.  iv.  6.  and  of  justification  ^'  without  the  deeds  of  the  law," 
Rom.  iii.  28. 

^*  Then  neither  God  nor  man  can  claim  any  obedience  to  the  law."  Yes, 
Qod  Almighty  may,  and  God  Almighty  does  claim  our  obedience  to  the  law, 
as  a  rule  of  life :  he  requires  a  conformity  to  its  precepts,  as  to  the  image  of 
himself ;  he  demands  a  performance  of  its  duties,  as  the  means  of  bringing 
glory  to  his  name,  and  paying  submission  to  his  authority.  And  none  vrill 
be  so  readily  disposed,  none  will  be  so  effectually  enabled  to  obey  the  whole 
law,  as  those  who  see  themselves  made  righteous  by  the  obedience  of  Christ ; 
who  are  thereby  delivered  from  that  tremendous  curse,  denounced  on  all 
ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men. 

Aspasio  thus  exhorts  his  Triend :  ^^  Let  me  desire  yon  to  imagine,  rather 
may  the  blessed  Spirit  enable  you  to  believe,  that  your  sins  are  expiated 
through  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ;  that  a  righteousness  is  given  you, 
by"  virtue  of  which  you  may  have  free  and  welcome  access  to  God." — 
**•  This  is  not  scriptural  language,"  says  Mr.  Wesley ;  therefore  it  cannot  be 
sound  doctrine,  in  his  way  of  arguing.  Harmless  enough,  I  must  own.  But 
wliat  follows  is  not  quite  so  modest.  ^^  I  would  simply  say ;"  and  surely 
what  I  would  say  must  be  unexceptionably  right.  This  is  the  conclusion  we 
are  to  make  ;  otherwise  what  you  allege  is  of  no  weight  at  all.  '^  I  would 
simply  say,  by  him  we  have  access  to  the  Father."  This  is  beyond  all 
objection  proper ;  it  is  taken  from  the  apostle,  and  it  includes  what  Aspasio 
expresses.  The  apostle's  language  is  the  ingot  of  gold ;  Aspasio'^s  sentiment 
is  a  thread  drawn,  or  a  leaf  beaten  from  it.  Mcthinks,  before  I  dismiss  this 
topic,  I  would  desire  you  to  turn  back  a  moment,  and  reconsider  what  yon 
have  affirmed.  Your  sins  are  expiated; — is  not  this  scriptural  language? 
"Wliat  else  meaneth  that  expression  of  the  apostle,  "  To  make  expiation  for 
the  sins  of  tlie  people."  A  righteousness  is  given  you ; — is  wot  tlv\at\sA  wsrc^ 
timd  wajr  of  speaking  ?     "  They  who  receive  t\\e  gvll  ol  Tv^XfcO^vswiw^^^ 
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rt'i^  ill  life."  "  By  which  you  have  free  access  to  God  ;" — ^ia  not  tliis  bulk 
tlie  iliahH;t  and  the  ductriin?  of  the  Holy  Ghost?  ^'Wc  have  access  wisk 
coiifideni'e  (not  through  our  punctual  }>erfomiance  of  any  conditions,  but) 
through  the  faith  of  him  ;''  by  a  fiducial  reliance  on  our  Lord's  most  pRciooi 
olxMlienee,  blood  and  merit. 

*'  I  have  Hivn  such  terrible  effects  of  this  unscriptiiral  way  of  spt^king.* 
Here  1  faney  you  sli]>  into  a  little  mistiike ;  you  forn;et  the  distinction  betweei 
the  UHc  and  the  abuso  of  a  doe  trine,  a  distinction  wliich  you  can  easily  maka 
on  other  oera^^ion:*.  You  have  donbtless  seen  peo]de,  who  use  the  most  stcrip- 
tural  way  of  »>peakinj[r,  yet  aet  unsuitably  to  their  language  ;  what  reflectiooi 
arose  in  your  mind,  and  what  iuferencv  ilid  you  draw  upon  observing  such  la 
inconsijiteney  ?  You  Kiid  perhaps,  "  Their  voice  is  Jacob's  voice,  but  their 
hands  are  the  hands  of  I'lsau.  llenec  it  ap])ear9,  that  they  are  hyjxicrites; 
they  ]»retend  one  thing,  and  are  really  another."  Make  the  same  reflection, 
ami  draw  the  same  inferenci%  when  you  hear  ])eo])lc  talking  of  "  imputed 
righteousness,"  yet  see  them  losing  the  reins  to  ungodliness ;  then  you  will 
be  consistent  with  ycuirsrlf,  and  with  tnith  ;  ascribing  the  terrible  effccta, 
not  to  the  wholesome  doctrine  but  to  the  vitiated  mind. 

*'  Where  am  alunnnled,"  &<•.  Mr.  AVe>lev  n'jects  Aspasio's  interpretation 
of  this  text,  and  offers  one  of  his  own  ;  one  which  he  had  given  us  a  little 
while  ago,  and  now  siTves  a  sitcom  I  time  without  any  considerable  variation 
at  our  table.  I  shall  only  refer  the  ri'aderto  page  542,  where  he  will  find 
this  text  etmsidered,  and  Mr.  AVesh^y's  exposition  canvassird. 

In  this  and  the  two  following  ]>aragraphsyou  find  fault  with  the  phrase  iin- 

/>wM/  ;  yet  you  say,  '*  Conwrning  tlie  thing  there  is  no  question."    You  would 

discard  that  particular  fonu  i)f  exi^ression ;  yet  you  add,  "  As  to  the  doctrine 

we  are  agreed."     Then,   according  to  your  own   confession,  all  these  your 

obji-etions  are  a  mere  strife  of  words.     Surely  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Weslej 

bhould  know  how  to  make  a  better  n>c  of  pen,  ink,  and  ])aper,  than  tolitipte 

about  h  tt«Ts  and   svllabhs.      if  I  thou  Mi  t  mvself  eon  tending:  onlv  about  the 

more  j»reeis'ly  ]»ro]MT  form  of  expressing  tlicsame  thing,  1  bhould  be  ashamed 

of  my  emj»loy,  and  would  this  instant  lay  down  my  ]>«'n  ;  whereas  I  appn^ 

hend,  that  we  are  not  agreed  as  to  doctrine,  that  there  is  a  material  and  wcry 

wid<'  difference  lu'twcen  us.     My  o])ini(in,   or  rather  my  faith  is,  tliat  our 

Lord's  obedience  to  tiie  moral  law,  in  ]>rofessed  sidmiission  to  its  authority, 

and  in  t-xaet  conformity  to  its  precepts — his  jHTfonnancc  of  all   holy  dutij'S, 

and  his  exercise  of  all  heavenly  graces — that  all  this  is  a  most  essential  and 

distinguished  part  of  his  merit ;  that  this  is  of  higher  dignity  and  greater 

value  than  tlu^  whole  world,  antl  all  the  righteousness  in  it :  that  the  ilivine 

law  is  herebv  m(»re  sii^uallv  honoured,  than  it  could  have  Ik^cu  honoured, 

by  the  uiiiiiterru])ted  obetlience  of  Adam  and  all  his  ]K»sterity :  that  Ci<k1"s 

justice,  holiuos,  truth,  receive  gn^ater  glory  from  thesi'  unparalleled  acts  of 

duty,  than  fn)ni  all  the  serviies  of  angels  and  men  in  their  wn-e  nil  wonderful 

orders  :    tiiat  this  active  riirhteou.su ess,  tojrtther  with  his  most  meritorious 

sufferings,  anr  tlu?  ground   and  cause  of  my  acceptance  with  God  ;    are  tlic 

yvTy  thing  which   jirucures    and   effects  my  justitieation ;    making    me   nut 

barely  acquitted  from  guilt,  but  truly  righteous,  yea,  perfectly  righteous,  and 

that  before  the  God  of  infinite  penetration  and  j>urity.     This  is  a  view  of 

the  doctrini'  inci^mparably  magnificent  and  incxi>ressibly  comfortable.     If  yt»u 

agree  with  your  friend  in  all  tUi»He  \>;\i1\c\\\;vt^  9»\»v!;3\w  ^YA^«Tv\jfc  ^^\&<q»tcei^V«] 
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to  such  agreement ;  then  you  will  never  again  hear  from  him  in  this  manner, 
neither  will  he  receive  any  more  such  favours  from  you  as  the  letter  now 
under  consideration ;  then  we  shall  he  perfectly  joined  together  '^  in  the  same 
mind  and  in  the  judgment." 

Alas  !  this  union,  I  fear,  is  not  so  easily  to  he  effected.  Mr.  Wesley  still 
insists  and  still  urges,  "  Tlie  authority  of  our  church  (which  Aspasio  pleads) 
and  of  those  eminent  divines  (whose  testimony  Aspasio  alleges)  does  not 
touch  those  particular  forms  of 'expression."  Justification  through  imputed 
righteousness,  or  heing  made  righteous  through  the  ohedience  of  Christ,  I 
suppose  are  the  forms  of  expression  intended.  These,  it  seems,  none  of  the 
quotations  confirm,  establish,  no,  nor  touch,  in  Mr.  Wesley^s  opinion  at  least ; 
but  I  am  inclined  to  hope,  that  the  generality  of  readers  will  be  of  a  different 
persuasion,  and  allow  that  the  quotations  and  the  expressions  touch  and 
resemble  one  another,  as  much  as  the  wings  of  the  cherubim  in  the  ancient 
sanctuary*. 

"  Does  not  touch."  No !  not  'yet  ?  Then  we  must  have  recourse  to  some 
other  authority,  and  such  a  one  I  have  at  hand  as  you  would  hardly  venture, 
or  even  wish  to  gainsay,  I  mean  the  authority  of  John  Wesley,  M.A.  who 
declares,  in  his  Exposition  of  the  New  Testament,  *^  This  is  fully  consistent 
with  our  being  justified  by  the  imputation  of  the  righteousness  of  Christ." 
Now  I  shall  only  remonstrate  in  imitation  of  the  apostle :  "  If  thou  thyself 
uscst  this  phrase,  why  wouldest  thou  compel  others  to  lay  it  aside  ?  Or, 
why  art  thou  displeased  with  others  for  a  practice  which  thou  allowest  in 
thyself?- 

Surely  you  will  not  say,  imptUation  of  righteousness  is  quite  a  different 
thing  from  imputed  righteousness.  Does  not  tlie  former  evidently  include 
the  latter  ?  Can  there  be  a  proclamation  of  pardon,  without  a  pardon  pro- 
claimed ?  Can  there  be  the  purchase  of  an  estate,  without  an  estate  pur- 
chased ?  Or  the  imputation  of  righteousness,  without  a  righteoxisness 
imputed  ?  If  others  should  affect  such  subtle  and  self- deluding  evasions, 
Mr.  Wesley  cannot,  Mr.  Wesley  must  not ;  he  has  precluded  himself ;  nay, 
he  has,  with  his  own  mouth,  given  a  verdict  against  himself.  Is  it  not 
recorded  in  those  lines  subjoined  to  your  character  of  a  Methodist  ? 

Let  faith  and  lore  combine 

To  guard  your  valiant  breast ; 
The  plate  be  righteousness  divine, 

Imputed  and  imprest 

This  imputed  righteousness  was  once  a  delightful  theme ;  your  song  in  the 
house  of  your  pilgrimage.  Why  is  it  now  a  burdensome  stone  which  you  would 
fain  shake  off  from  yourself  and  others  ?  Are  you  become  rich  in  yourself, 
and  increased  with  goods  of  your  own  acquiring  ?  We  know  full  well  for 
what  reason  the  phrase  and  the  doctrine  are  rejected,  exploded,  and  reproached 
by  the  Romish  superstition,  because  they  display  in  the  brightest  light  the 
beauty  of  free  grace.  They  hold  the  door  against  all  kind  of  human  merit ; 
they  cut  off  every  the  most  distant  pretension  for  glorying  in  man ;  and  refer 
all  the  honour  of  salvation  to  Jesus  Christ  alone.  Admit  justification  through 
the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ,  and  the  grand  bulwark,  or  the  main 
.  pillar  of  Popery,  falls  to  the  ground ;  while  a  solid  foundation  is  laid  for  that 

•    ♦  •*  Both  the  chembims  were  of  one  measure,  and  one  ft\ie  *,  %xi^\>skfcvt  m\i^^\.Wk£M^ 
one  anotberin  the  midst  of  the  house/*  1  Kings  "vi.  25,  27. 


-  x/x   tiie  utmost  moment,  and 
controversy,  I  shall  not  be  tleemed 
again  discharged,  I  once  again  lift  up 

"  The  righteousness  of  God,  signifi 
We  have  already  shewn  how  low  an 
itself,  and  incompatible  with  the  cm 
other  hand,  how  sublime  and  consbla 
A  righteousness,  which  God  himself  1 
from  his  creatures.     The  righteousness 
descending  Sa\'iour,  who  is  God  and 
dignified  w^itli  all  the  perfections  of  i 
the  comfort,  the  joy,  the  never-ceasing 
infinitely  sufficient,  to  save  even  the  i 
desperately  ruined  sinners. 

This  is  a  righteousness,  as  much  su] 

all  angelic  accomplishments,  as  the  heavi 

of  the  valleys.     Tliis  is  a  righteousness 

the  heart  of  man  or  angel  to  conceive,  bi 

tion,  and  the  subject  of  their  wonder, 

accounts  for  those  rapturous  expressions 

the  all-surpassing  gift,  he  thus  addresses  li 

O  daughter  of  Sion ;  shout,  O  daughtc 

cometh  unto  thee.     lie  is  righteous,  ai 

plctely  righteous  in  his  nature,  has  fulfil 

death,  and  has  thereby  obtained  for  the 

a  sure  title  to  eternal  glory.     Tliis  acc( 

prcssions  of  the  sacred  writers,  when  in 

call  upon  the  whole  cron*''^''   ^ 
Jehni^'*^  -   " 
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In  short,  tliis  is  a  righteousness  which  exalts  God^s  justice ;  which  mag- 
nifies the  law ;  displays  all  his  awful  and  amiable  attributes  in  their  fullest 
lustre.  To  contrive  it,  was  unsearchable  wisdom ;  to  bestow  it,  is  invaluable 
treasure.  It  answers  in  the  completest  manner  all  the  grand  and  gracious 
purposes,  both  of  God's  glory  and  of  man's  salvation.  True  gospel  this ! 
Olad  tidings  indeed !  An  expedient  for  our  recovery  greater  than  our  hearts 
could  wish.  We  may  truly  say,  while  meditating  on  this  gift  of  consum- 
mate righteousness,  "  Where  sin  hath  abounded,  grace  has  much  more 
abounded."  The  bricks  are  fallen  down,  but  the  most  glorious  repairer  of 
our  breaches  has  built  with  hewn  stone.  Well  might  the  apostle,  having 
tliis  supremely  excellent  righteousness  in  his  view,  look  down  with  the  most 
sovereign  contempt  upon  every  other  (cause  of)  confidence,  upon  every  other 
object  of  trust,  and  reckon  them  dross  and  dung.  Well  might  he  declare, 
that  he  would  never  be  ashamed  of  the  gospel,  in  which  is  this  transcendently 
noble  righteousness,  in  all  its  magnificence,  riches,  and  glory. 

Do  you  think  me  rather  too  warm  upon  the  subject  ?  Let  me  once  again 
remit  you  to  St.  Chrysostom :  read  his  exposition  of  that  charming  sentence, 
**  The  righteousness  of  God,"  Ilotor,  &c.  This  venerable  father  of  the  church 
speaks  the  thing  as  it  is.  He  does  not  mingle  our  wine  and  water,  but 
gives  us  the  genuine  truth,  and  triumphs  because  of  the  truth. 

The  doctrine  of  an  imputed  righteousness  seems  to  have  been  typically 
taught,  by  the  remarkable  manner  of  clothing  our  first  parents.  All  they 
could  do  for  their  own  recovery,  was  like  the  patched  and  beggarly  mantle 
of  fig-leaves ;  this  they  relinquish,  and  God  himself  furnishes  them  with 
apparel :  animals  are  slain,  not  for  food,  but  sacrifice  ;  and  the  naked 
criminals  are  arrayed  with  the  skins  of  those  slaughtered  beasts.  The  victims 
figured  the  expiation  made  by  Christ's  death ;  the  clothing  typified  the  impu- 
tation of  his  righteousness.  "  That  does  not  appear,"  cries  Mr.  Wesley. 
Aspasio  has  produced  an  authority  from  the  famous  Milton.  I  could  rein- 
force it  by  another  from  the  elegant  Witsius.  If  you  are  not  satisfied  with 
either,  or  both  these  testimonies,  I  will  ^ve  you  a  reason  for  the  sentiment. 
The  victims  most  properly  shadowed  forth  the  expiation  of  guilt  by  the 
Redeemer's  blood,  because  it  is  the  peculiar  end  of  sacrifice  to  make  atone- 
ment for  sins  ;  the  clothing  most  pertinently  denoted  the  Saviour's  righteous- 
ness, which  is  described  both  by  the  prophet  and  the  apostle  under  this  very 
image.  "He hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteousness,"  says  the 
prophet  Isaiah.  "  The  fine  linen  which  arrays  the  bride  of  the  Lamb,  is  the 
pcifect  righteousness  of  the  saints  *,"  says  the  beloved  disciple.  "  It  is  like 
a  royal  vesture,  or  a  rich  suit  of  apparel,  upon  all  them  that  believe,' '  adds 
the  apostle  Paul.  The  impartial  reader,  I  promise  myself,  will  allow  these 
passages,  if  not  to  be  absolutely  decisive,  yet  to  have  somewhat  more  weight 
than  that  atom  in  your  scale,  "  This  docs  not  appear."  As  for  sanctification, 
this  may  very  reasonably  rank  among  the  effects  of  being  cleansed  by  the 
blood,  and  adorned  with  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  These  blessings  pro- 
duce peace  of  conscience,  and  love  of  God ;  just  as  commodious  clothing 

*  Rev.  xiz.  8.  Ta  t.tuutiuira  being  in  the  plural  number,  I  tbink  may  be  translated, 
Jusiilia  omnibus  numeris  absoluta.  A  righteousness  of  all  kinds,  and  all  degrees,  or  com- 
prehending every  kind,  and  defective  in  no  degree.  Would  you  see  the  beauty  of  this  fine 
linen,  or  ue  wardrobe  in  which  it  is  deposited,  consult  Isa.  xlv.  24. 


lor  sound  ;  but  rich  with  divine  sense,  ai 
repk'te  with  the  manna  of  heaven.  Mrtj 
than's  rf»d  ;  wlien,  dipt  in  the  delicious  ji 
his  spirits,  and  cheered  his  heart ! 

"Almost  every  text,  you  are  ple^sct 
following  letter,  in  support  of  that  parti 
righteousness),  is  distorted  above  measure 
which  is  pointed  out  by  the  context.*" 
distorted  texts,  in  order  to  discover  from 
bow  the  violence  was  done ;  whether  by 
tongue. 

The  first  is  from  the  book  of  Job ;  whic 
antiquity,  and  singularly  to  be  regarded  fo 
to  consider  at  large.     A  sinner  is  described 
and  brought  by  the  force  of  his  disease  to 
multitude  of  his  sins  to  the  very  borders  of 
tion,  "  If  there  be  a  messenger  with  him,  a 
to  shew  unto  man  his  uprightness ;  then  he 
Deliver  him  from  going  down  into  the  pit ; 

"  If  there  be  with  him  a  messenger"  of  1 
sador  of  Christ,  who  may  administer  spiritu 
creature. — "  An  interpreter,"  who  knows 
rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  truth  ;  who  is 
can  properly  apply  the  word  of  grace. — Th 
within  the  compass  of  every  man's  abilities 
whom  God  hath  given  the  tongue  of  the  le 
word  in  season,  and  suit  the  condition  of  ea< 
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nnto  man  his  uprightness  ;'*  that  is,  says  Mr.  Wesley,  "  to  convince  him  of 
Good's  justice,  in  so  punishing  him." 

But  is  this  the  instruction  which  such  a  distressed  sufferer  wants  ?  Is 
thia  the  word  of  reconciliation  which  every  true  minister  in  ancient  times  did 
preach,  and  in  later  times  doth  preach  ?  Or  is  there  any  need  of  a  choice 
instructor  ?  One  skilled  in  the  counsel  of  God,  to  teach  what  the  common 
dictates  of  reason  demonstrate  ?  In  this  interpretation,  I  can  neither  discern 
the  true  critic,  nor  the  clear  rcasoner,  nor  the  sound  divine. 

Not  the  true  critic :  He  would  acknowledge  that  the  antecedent  in  this 
clause  is  not  God,  hut  man.  To  man,  therefore,  if  we  regard  grammatical 
propriety,  the  pronoun  his  must  he  referred.  Not  the  clear  reusoner ;  he 
"would  ohservc  the  emphasis  of  the  word  then^  ver.  24.  implying  some  disco- 
very, or  some  conviction,  in  consequence  of  which  deliverance  from  death 
ensues,  or  with  which  it  is  connected.  Can  this  he  a  discovery  or  a  convic- 
tion of  God's  justice  in  punishing  him  ?  No,  verily.  Much  less  therefore  can 
I  discern  the  sound  divine.  He  knows,  and  affirms  constantly,  that  this  is 
the  consequence  of  the  Messiah's  righteousness  alone,  which  heing  imputed 
to  the  sinner,  hecomes,  for  the  hlesscd  purpose  of  justification  unto  life,  his*. 

So  that  Aspasio  seems  to  have  the  import  of  language,  and  the  scope  of 
the  context,  hoth  on  his  side.  And  I  may  venture  to  add,  he  has  the  conso- 
latory genius  of  the  gospel  yet  more  strongly  pleading  for  his  interpretation. 
It  must  yield  hut  cold  comfort  to  tell  a  poor  wretch,  confined  to  the  hed  of 
languishing,  and  alarmed  with  apprehensions  of  eternal  vengeance — but  cold 
comfort  must  it  yield  to  tell  such  a  one,  that  he  has  deserved  all  this  misery, 
and  is  justly  punished.  Whereas,  to  inform  him  of  a  righteousness  sufficient 
to  do  away  all  his  transgressions ;  sufficient  to  reconcile  him  and  render  him 
acceptable  even  to  the  chastising  God ;  sufficient  to  obtain  his  deliverance, 
very  probably  from  death,  most  assuredly  from  hell ;  this  is  a  reviving  report 
indeed.  This  will  make  the  bones  which  sin  and  misery  had  broken,  to 
rejoice. 

Tlien  the  sinner  and  the  sufferer,  attentive  to  this  instruction,  and  applying 
this  righteousness,  is  made  partaker  of  pardon.  God,  the  sovereign  Lord  of 
life  and  death,  *•*•  is  gracious  unto  him ;  ^^  and  saith,  in  the  greatness  of  his 
strength,  as  well  as  in  the  multitude  of  his  mercies,  "  deliver  him  from  going 
down  into  the  pit "  of  corruption,  as  a  pledge  of  his  delivemncc  from  the  pit 
of  perdition.  For  "  I  have  found  a  ransom,"  satisfactory  to  my  law  and  to 
my  justice.  I  have  received  an  atonement  in  behalf  of  this  once  obnoxious, 
now  reconciled  transgressor. 

^\  He  shall  receive  the  blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness."  This 
you  would  render  holiness  ;  but  have  you  no  Hebrew  lexicon  to  inform  you 
that  the  word  which  signifies  holiness  is  very  different  from  the  expression 
used  by  the  Psalmist  ?  He  says  tzrkh^  whereas  holiness  is  expressed  by 
kdsh.  Besides,  have  you  not  observed  that  your  interpretation  would  betray 
the  Psalmist  into  apparent  tautology  ?  He  had,  in  the  preceding  verses, 
dispLiyed  the  duties  of  practical  godliness,  and  the  graces  of  inherent  holiness. 

*  The  uprightness,  (says  Mr.  Caryl,)  chiefly  intended  here,  is  the  righteousness  of 
Christ,  in  and  by  which  we  are  reconciled  to,  and  made  one  with  God.  We  never  see 
where  our  uprightness  is,  till  we  see  there  is  nothing  that  makes  us  stand  upright  in  the 
court  of  heaven,  but  only  Christ  our  righteousness.  This  is  the  great  duty  of  the  messen- 
gers and  interpreters  of  Christ,  to  declare  to  man  this  righteousuesa  Cot  Vvv%  \kYrv.<^V^<»gi^« 
And  that  hence  it  la  (as  Elibu  speaks)  that  God  it  and  wVW\)e  g;rac\oM%uTi\.QV\\sir 
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The  person  lie  (k'M.TilH'8  i)CAses&}e»  tlie  latter,  and  pmctiacs  tLo  former.  To 
say,  tlierefure,  lie  shall  reeoivi'  holiuess,  when  ho  has  it  already,  would  in^ 
suit  David's  correctness,  however  it  may  suit  Mr.  AVesloy's  fancy,  or  It 
Wesley 'rt  design.  In  this  clause,  the  evangelical  nioralit^t  t<iuches  opm 
another  ]>articular,  which  enti-r&,  as  an  i^sr^ential  part,  into  the  character  of  i^ 
godly  man^'ven  ^^  the  righteousness  which  is  of  faith  ; "  denoted  hy  Ai 
ble&«ing  of  pardon,  and  the  gift  of  righteou<ni*ss.  Take  away  thi^  and  then 
is  no  aeceptaiiee  with  (fod.  Take  away  this,  and  the  gates,  mentioned  ■ 
the  ch>8e  (»f  the  psalm,  ani  unalterably  shut.  Unless  we  are  furnished  wi4 
this  passport,  the  everlasting  doors  never  lift  up  their  heads.  If  you  czcludi 
this  ])eeulianty,  the  desi-ription  is  very  imperfect,  and  the  picture  extremdj 
deficient.  AVhcreas,  this  adds  the  finishing  touch,  and  gives  true  peifectifla 
to  hoth. 

St^veral  passages  an^  quoted  in  which  the  word  tzrkh  occurs.  SometinMi 
you  wouhl  have  it  signify  mcrrtf  ;  Bomvtiincs  jHJttifinitiofi  ;  soinctimcs  ^Mdlm 
h*tihit*w.  But  what  ynntf  do  I  find  for  establishing  any  of  tbc^se  significatioui 
which  differ  so  much  from  one  another,  and  still  more  from  the  truth] 
Nothing  but  the  customary  argument,  ^^  So  it  unquestionably  moans.^  Now 
you  must  unquestionably  know,  at  least  every  novice  in  the  hinguage  knowi) 
that  the  genuine  and  native  sense  of  tzri'h^  is  righteousness.  The  wocd 
cxpn'ssive  t»f  meny  is  /<W,  neither  in  sense  nor  sound  alike.  As  to  jtutifie^ 
/lo/f,  the  plirasi^  never  denoti's  that  blessed  effi*ct,  but  the  divine  and  meri- 
torious causi*  which  produces  it. 

Shall  r,  in  this  inquiry,  appeal  to  the  best  lexicons,  the  most  appnfved 
translations,  or  the  ablinst  interpreters  ?  No,  I  will  refer  you  to  the  dcciaoa 
of  an  inti*q)retiT,  who  is  su]KTior  to  all  lexicons  and  all  trauslations ;  I  niean^ 
the  author  of  the  epistle  to  the  Ilobnws.  He  translates  this  very  word,  u 
it  entt*ni  into  the  name  of  Melehisedek  ;  and  he  translates  it,  not  mercy,  not 
justifieatioiK  no,  nor  s]>(>tle*4s  huliiies.s,  but  righteousness;  even  that  righteous- 
ness whose  fruit  is*  i>e:iee  withCJod,  and  peace  in  our  own  conscience.  Now, 
will  you  play  the  eritie  upon  this  inspired  writer,  and  say,  Unquestionably 
it  nu-aus,  not  what  the  apostle  has  detiTii lined,  not  what  Aspasio,  sup])orted 
by  his  authority,  has  a(h)i>ted  ;  but  what  I  think  tit  to  dictate  ? 

An  opj»oser  of  our  LijhI's  imputi'd  rightetmsuess,  who  had  more  discretion 
or  more  subtilty  than  Mr.  Wi>ley,  would  have  argued  in  this  manner:  "The 
original  wonl,  I  mu>t  ctnifess;  ought  to  be  translattnl  rh//iU'oti*mvg :  this  la 
undoubtedly  the  ]>rinei])al  and  leading  signification  of  the  term  ;  but  then 
the  eireumstances  and  tlie  conti'Xt  ol)li;ri>  u.s  to  understand  it  in  the  notion  of 
merey,  of  spotless  holimss,  or  of  anything  else  that  serves  our  purpose.  Tliia 
would  be  more  modest  ami  more  plausible,  though  not  mon^  just  and  sulid 
than  your  confident  assertion. 

Suj)pose  wc  should  admit  this  pretence,  what  does  the  critic  gain  then-by  ? 
Must  he  not  have  recourse  to  that  noble  and  ecnufortable  doctrine  for  which 
we  plead  ?  l.t*t  the  word  be  translated  mrrrj/.  Why  is  mercy  sliown  to 
sinners  ?  Is  it  not  on  aeeoimt  of  tlie  righteousness  of  their  Surety  ?  Let  it 
be  translated //'W/if'x;f.  "Wherefore  is  goodness  exercisscd  to  rebellious  men  ? 
Is  it  not  because  of  the  satisfaetion  niaile  bv  their  crucified  Lord  ?  Rendoi 
it  wliatever  you  pli?asc,  ]»rovitled  it  conveys  the  itlea  of  favour  vouchsafetl,  oi 
of  the  benefits  conferred,  it  must  terminate,  still  tenninate,  in  that  gran« 
central  ]>oint,  the  incaTnatioiv,  oV^cAaotvqc,  ;ja\\  ^^jw^  vnWwwsvax^v^.. 
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**  Son  riiaU  be  redeemed  with  judgment " — ^^  After  severe  punishment)'* 
ycm  say.  The  Hebrew  preposition  signif3dng  after,  is  (xkr.  I  find  no  trace 
of  any  such  word  in  my  edition  of  the  Bible.  You  may  as  well  render  or 
interpret  the  passage,  in  the  midst.  And  then,  if  some  other  critic  should  be 
inclined  to  translate  it  b^ore,  or  round  €ib(nUy  we  should  have  a  large  compass 
of  meaning ;  but  where  would  precision  and  exactness  be  found  ?  But  why 
IB  8km.  to  be  redeemed  after  eecere  puniehment  f  Has  her  punishment  any 
influence  or  sway  in  the  work  of  her  redemption  ?  Does  the  punishment  of 
man  pave  the  way  for  the  salvation  of  God  t  Are  sinners  to  wait  for  pardon 
and  reconcilialion,  till  they  have  been  severely  punished?  This  is  very 
difloooragiag  dectrine ;  and,  blessed  be  0od,  it  is  absolutely  without  fbund»- 
tioiL.  The  goqpel  says,  ^^  To-day,  even  to-day  (sinners),  if  ye  will  hear  his 
voice,  ye  shall  enter  into  rest."  You  need  not  tarry  till  you  have  been 
Bevecely  chastised ;  but  this  instant  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  you  shall 
be  saved.  The  Lord  Jesus  has  been  wounded  and  bruised  in  your  stead ;  he 
has  received  all  the  punishment  which  you  have  deserved ;  yea,  as  a  ransomer, 
he  has  paid  double ;  as  a  victim,  he  has  suffered  double  for  all  your  sins,  Isa. 
xl.  2.  Considering  these  things,  I  am  still  disposed  to  abide  by  Aspasio's 
plain  and  obvious  interpretation ;  not  to  go  out  of  my  way  in  quest  of  the 
pricking  briar  and  grieving  thorn,  when  I  meet  with  roses  and  lilies  in  the 
common  road. 

*'  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness."  This  will  not  satisfy  our  critic.  It 
must  be  tkrau^  the  Lord.  What  piddling  criticism  is  this,  even  in  case 
it  "WBa  true,  and  answered  some  specious  end !  But  it  is  by  no  means  true. 
Eyeiybody  knows,  that  the  prefix  b  signifies  in ;  and  every  body  but  Mr. 
Wesley  would  blush  to  assert  the  contrary.  Neither  does  it  answer  any 
"valuable  end,  but  the  reverse.  It  degrades  the  exalted  sense,  and  impover- 
ishes (he  rich  blessing.  To  have  righteousness  in  the  Lord,  is  abundantly 
more  expressive  of  glorious  grace,  than  barely  to  have  righteousness  through 
the  Lord.  Mordecai  had  riches  and  honours,  through  Ahasuerus  and  his 
voyal  fovonr ;  Elsther  had  riches  and  honours,  in  Ahasuerus,  as  her  royal 
Imsband :  he  by  being  a  courtier,  she  by  being  a  consort,  to  the  most  magni- 
Ikent  monarch  in  the  world. 

If  Mr.  Wesley  piddled  in  the  foregoing,  he  flashes  in  the  following  passage. 
He  assures  us  that  ghlmiam  tzk  means,  spotle$$  hplinese.  Tliis  is  really  a  bold 
Jtioke  in  criticism.  But,  like  many  other  bold  enterprises,  it  is  likely  to 
pvove,  not  a  birth,  but  an  abortion.  SpoUees !  You  might  as  well  have 
lendeied  it  UttdUem.  It  has  no  more  to  do  with  the  idea  of  spotless,  than  it 
lias  to  do  with  the  idea  of  an  ivory  tooth,  or  a  polished  toothpick.  Literally 
translated,  it  signifies  age$;  and  may  denote  the  perpetuity  of  this  righteous- 
ness, and  of  its  beneficial  effects.  It  was  from  the  beginning,  it  is  at  this  day, 
and  it  will  be  even  unto  the  end,  mighty  to  save.  It  is  the  one  refuge  and 
kope  of  sinners,  in  every  age  of  the  world,  and  under  every  dispensation  of 
lefigion.  Through  all  the  changes  of  time  it  has  been,  and  through  the 
undhangeable  eternity  it  will  be,  their  chief  joy,  and  their  crown  of  rejoicing. 

What  righteousness  shall  give  us  peace  at  the  last  day,  inherent  or  imputed  ? 
To  this  question  Aspasio  has  replied,  in  a  very  explicit  manner,  by  presenting 
US  with  a  pertinent  extract  from  Bishop  Hall,  and  by  commenting  upon  a 
most  important  prophecy  of  Isaiah.    In  both  which,  all  human  ri^hteo^Qci^QSi^ 
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OS  the  source  of  my  peace,  and  the  st 
neas  which  is  of  God  by  faith  ; "  eve 
ness,  which  God  my  Saviour  wrougl 
Did  Mr.  Wesley  himself  always  do 
which  neither  the  poet,  nor  the  divin 

My  righteous  si 
Shall  each  be 

And  all  who  stc 
Shall  in  his  ri 

Will  that  righteousness  give  you  pc 
is  it  prudent,  is  it  consistent,  to  trust  i 
renounce  ?      Tliat  which  you  abjure 
you  consider,  not  barely  as  despicable, 
that  which  gives  you  peace  at  the  awfi 
but  incomparably  excellent  and  valuabl 
mouth  condemneth  thee,  and  not  I ;  ye 
Job  XV.  6.     O  !  that  you  may  return  i 
first  love  t !  and  no  longer  ox]>oso  yours 
among  the  people.     If  you  persist  in  si 
forbear  taking  up  that  taunting  proverb 
in  all  his  ways." 

But  stop.  A  passage  from  St.  John 
**  Christ  died  for  us,  and  lives  in  us,  tli 
of  judgment."  That  Christ  died  for  us,  i 
But  where  do  you  find  any  of  the  aj 

•  Gen.  xlix.  10.  **  Shile,"— Schilo.  > 
designans.— That  is,  the  M«w«»-  -'  ** 
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iir  ooncluflion  ?  St.  John,  whom  you  quote',  has  no  such  logic.  His  infer- 
no is  deduced  from  a  very  different  topic.  You  give  us  a  fragment  of  the 
Mtle's  words ;  why  do  you  not  exhibit  the  golden  bowl  complete  ?  We 
lil  then  quickly  perceive,  that  it  contains  a  more  sweet  and  salutary 
lught  than  you  have  provided  for  our  refreshment. 

Sv  rovrm  rcrcXmvros  ij  aytanj  fuff  fffutv,  iva  trappTfaiav  f x»fMi{fy  n;  fffupa  Kpurtwc ; 
tich  we  translate,  '^  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we  may  have 
dness  in  the  day  of  judgment,"  1  John  iv.  17*  As  you  are  fond  of  critic- 
ig  upon  the  original  Scriptures,  here  you  might  have  done  it  justly  and 
ftouiably.  Here  you  might  have  altered  and  reformed  our  translation ; 
lile  every  capable  judge  would  have  owned  your  service  to  be  seasonable 
1  important.  The  true  sense  of  fuff  rjfMOPt  is  wkh  tt#,  or  with  regard  to  U9, 
at  is,  God*s  love,  celebrated  with  inimitable  energy  and  beauty  in  the 
ioeding  verse,  God's  love  towards  us  is  herein  made  perfect ;  this  is  its 
ind  and  crowning  effect,  that  we  should  have,  not  a  bare  hope,  but  an 
appalled  boldness  at  the  day  of  judgment. 

As  though  he  had  said,  God,  having  reconciled  us  to  himself  by  the  blood 
tiis  Son ;  having  renewed  us  after  his  own  image,  by  his  blessed  Spirit 
tifying  of  Christ  in  our  hearts ;  having  carried  us  through  all  the  dangers 
Life,  and  raised  our  bodies  from  the  dust  of  deatii ;  he  crowns  and  consum- 
ktcs  all  these  most  indulgent  acts  of  his-  grace,  by  giving  us  an  undaunted 
1  triumphant  confidence  at  the  day  of  universal  audit.  According  to  this 
erpretation,  your  own  text  is  against  your  opinion,  and  refers  this  joyful 
(urance,  not  to  our  love  of  God,  but  to  his  love  of  us ;  not  to  inherent 
fateousness,  but  to  free  grace*. 

Aspasio  thus  translates  St.  Peter  s  words  :  ^'  Who  have  obtained  like  pre- 
08  £uth  in  the  righteousness  of  our  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,^  2 
t.  L 1.  Mr.  Wesley  gives  us  to  understand,  that  this  translation  is  wrong, 
should  be  faith  through — and  not  through  the  righteousness,  but  through 
mercy  of  our  God  and  Saviour.  He  will  not  allow  the  Greek  preposition 
to  signify  in  ;  though  I  can  prove  it  to  have  been  in  peaceable  possession  of 
s  signification  for  more  than  two  thousand  years.  And  the  substantive 
uoavn^  must  not  denote  righUoiune$s^  though  it  pleads,  as  a  warrant  for  this 
ighty  sense,  the  incontestable  authority  of  St.  Paul.  Give  me  leave  to 
I  yt>u.  Sir,  that  I  can  produce  a  multitude  of  proofs  to  overthrow  your  first 
ay  alteration ;  but  produce,  if  you  can,  a  angle  passage  from  the  whole 
w  Testamenti*,  to  uphold  your  last  daring  innovation. 
Sere  I  cannot  but  observe,  you  abandon  your  fiivourite  commentator  Ben- 
ius,  of  whose  merit  and  excellence  you  speak  so  highly  and  so  justly. 
saysi,  in  his  notes  upon  the  place,  the  righteousness  of  God  our  Saviour, 
he  righteousness  of  Christ ;  which  faith  apprehends,  and  which  is  opposed 
It  man's  own  righteousness.  What  is  more  surprising,  you  depart  from 
ir  own  comment ;  nay,  you  expressly  contradict  your  own  oommeiit.     To 


ShooM  k  be  uid^  in  cue  yom  tlnu  iDterpret  Hhm  lint  part  of  tke  text,  kov  wiD  it  con- 
i  with  what  follows  ?  Perfectl  j  welL  And  none  need  wonder  that  we  ahall  appear  with 
k  boldaeis  at  kii  coming ;  ainee  thej  cannot  bvt  obaenre,  that  as  he  is^  so  are  we  t« 
wrUL  We  are  artnatrd  bj  hia  Spirit ;  we  reaemble  him  in  all  onr  eont eraation ;  and 
ce  it  is  endent  t^t  we  are  one  with  him. 

The  righiemuneu  ofGad,  ike  rigkleomtmeu  of  God  omr  Sorumr,  otrer  denoteSt  i>  all 
qwstotical  writings,  the  attribnte  of  asercj.     If  il  doca«  wbA  ItT.^tsdbti  taa  wdfiub^X 
ear,  I  wUJ eamHsm mtjwtU miftairm,  and  thank  him  for  corr^ddn^mi  cnraic. 
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^oMplsin  nt,  ud  mil  U7  much  to  your  chafge.  You  have  not  magnified  it 
K3  V'  *  li^'y  >uiture.  You  hare  not  presented  it  with  the  conaummate  righteoua- 
i^-^.»jM  of  yonr  whole  heart,  and  your  irholu  conTersation.  You  have  not  begun 
g^WvMn  ttiu  Srst  moment  of  your  existence,  and  persevered  in  this  perfect  con- 
^»ri»it}-  to  the  last  hreaUi  you  drew.  In  this  case,  either  the  law  must 
^Kicv<l«  from  its  most  righteous  demands,  and  the  immutable  God  must  oom- 
jTMM-nTiifii!  matters  with  his  creatures,  or  else  you  can  nover  enter  into  life. 
~VJaIc«s  yon  renounce  all  such  impotent  attempts  and  arrogant  conceits,  talk 
^■o  ^rara  of  *'  practising  it  in  its  full  extent ;"  but  betake  yourself  to  Christ, 
^M^  is  the  end  of  the  law*,  for  accompUehing  that  righteousness  which  its 
SBiBBapti  demand,  but  which  the  frailty  of  man  cannot  perform. 
^^  ^3^"'  ^^  establish  the  law,  as  the  consummate  standard  of  righteousness ; 
"^^■tte  (mginal  oondition  of  life ;  and  as  that  most  renenble  system,  with 
'^^h£(x1|i  ■>  well  as  with  its  divine  Author,  there  is  no  variableness  or  shadow 
g^fc^nging  And  does  this  method  of  securing  the  dignity  of  the  law,  hin- 
|pr  K  £flDaurage  a  dutiful  observance  of  its  eommands  ?  If  not,  your  objec- 
•  derived  from  that  well-known  text,  "  Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see 
aIiM«l,''is 

Telum  Imbelle  line  ictn. 

ktUs  be  the  most  rational  and  the  most  sure  way  of  producing  the  love  of 

id,  iriiidi  is  the  very  essence  of  trno  holiness,  then  your  objection  recoils, 

i  fdia  upon  the  hind  of  your  own  cause.     Can  there  be  a  more  powerful, 

g  motive  to  love  the  Lord  my  God,  than  a  persuasion  of  his 

s  love  to  me,  in  giving  his  dear  Son,  so  to  fulfil,  so  to  satisfy  the  law 

my  bdialf,  that  I  am  thereby  delivered  from  all  my  offences  ;  am  vested 

VJtt  a  perfect  righteousness ;  and,  on  the  foot  of  justice,  as  well  as  mercy, 

tfimi  eatitled  to  eternal  life  ? 

,  "ntoag^  I  believe  that  Christ  hath  lived  and  died  for  me,  yet  I  would 

'  Ifnk  very  tenderly  and  sparingly  of  the  former."     How  widely  then  does 

jonr  pnqtioe  diStx  from  the  apostie's?     We  believe,  and  therefore  have 

C^,  pkes,  confidently  and  incessantly,  in  seoMin  and  out  of  season.     Ko,  says 

^j.  pr.  Wesley,  "  We  believe,  and  therefore  we  speak  tenderly  and  sparingly.'* 

V yon  bdieve,  tliat  Christ  has  lived  fur  you,  and  fulfilled  all  righteousness  in 

surely  you  should  give  him  the  honour  of  this  wonderful  loving- 

nd  both  preach,  and  talk,  and  sing  of  his  goodness.     It  should  be 

■  »  fin  ihat  up  in  your  bones ;  and  you  should  spef^,  that  yourself  may  be 

l^sahed,  and  your  Lord  may  be  glorified. 

i     But  yon  "  feu  dreadful  consequences."     What !  where  the  divine  holiness 

'  fauEi  Bomet  and  the  divine  prescience  sees  none  ?     Are  you  then  more  deep- 

ri^ted  to  discern  these  distant  ovils  tiian  omniscience  ?     Methinks,  I  would 

asl  have  spoken  thus,  unless  I  hod  been  wiser  than  the  Bpirit  of  inspiration. 

Ds  yoa  not,  by  cherishing  and  avowing  such  ^prehensions,  find  fault  with 

fhe  glwions  gospel  in  which  this  righteousness  is  revealed  ?  revealed  as  its 

BMMt  eminont  article,  and  most  distinguishing  peculiarity?      A   doctriuo 

tnght,  and  a  blessing  granted,  and  both  from  heaven  !  yet  not  fit  to  be  dis- 

played,  inculcated,  and  insisted  on  1  What  a  contemptible  idea  must  this  give 

stoat  bdy  reUgion,  and  of  our  holy  revelation,  to  an  inquiring  infidel  ? 
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you,  Sir,  may  be  inclined  to  d(j,  '. 
to  secroto  tliis  invaluable  truth  of 
comer,  or  speak  only  in  a  whisper  ? 
and  wish  that  the  joyful  sound  n 

Tlio  gift  of  righteousncas  must 
Asposio's  expression  is,  not  oriffina 
view  of  hinting,  that,  in  some  other 
by  way  of  imputation,  though  not  I 
to  make  tlie  sentence  appear  absurd 
a  practice  be  free  from  guile,  or  wha 
the  impartial  reader  judge. 

Aspasio'^s  interpretation  of  the  p 
Scripture,  Mr.  Wesley  sets  aside ;  an« 
mendation  to  the  public  is,  ^'  I  come 
Then  we  will  allow  you  all  pro])cr  rc^ 
Wesley'^s  pen,  must  you  therefore  di 
make  an  inspired  writer  argue  incorret 
rather  too  much  for  you  to  assume,  ev< 
greater  name. 

*'*'  Tlie  gift  of  righteousnc&i  signific 
God  gives  to  and  w^orks  in  them." 
the  process  of  his  reasoning.  I  lis  ai 
justification.  For  this  puriK)8e  he  for 
gn^ssion  and  Christ's  obedience.  Ac 
committed,  ruins  all  that  spring  from  ] 
Now,  if  the  sacred  disputant  knows  h( 
conclusion  justly,  the  concluw'^'*  '~- 
obedienc^p    »"'  * 
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,l>y  kits  own,  scvbrally  and  distinctly  ;  which  is  contrary,  not  only  to  a  single*, 
boi  to  many  express  passages  of  this  very  chapter. 

-  'X  ^d,  ^^  Every  attentive  reader  will  see."  Some,  perhaps,  may  say  within 
Aemsclves,  is  not  this  spoken  in  Mr.  Wesley's  manner  ?  the  loose  prcsump* 
iiVe  way  of  arguing  which  yon  blame  in  him  ?  To  which  it  is  answered,  I 
•m  &r  from  resting  my  point  upon  this  presumptive  proof.  It  is  not  the 
pillar  which  supports  my  cause,  but  only  a  festoon  which  adorns  my  pillar. 
Bowever,  was  it  accompanied  with  no  proofe  satisfactory  to  others,  it  must 
$o  Mr.  Wesley,  whom  I  suppose  one  of  the  attentive  readers,  have  the  force 
ai  demonstration.  Hear  his  own  words,  in  his  comment  on  this  very  portion 
.  of  Scripture  :  '*  As  the  sin  of  Adam,  without  the  sins  which  we  afterwards 
iXMnmitted,  brought  us  death ;  so  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  without  the 
good  works  which  we  afterwards  perform,  brings  us  life  *."  It  is  a  righteous- 
nesB,  without  the  good  works,  which  we  afterwards  perform ;  therefore,  it  is 
m  righteousness  not  originally  our  own,  but  another'*s.  It  is  not  that  which 
Ood  works  in  us,  but  prior  to  it,  and  independent  on  it.  If  Aspasio  had 
aabomed  an  evidence,  and  put  words  into  his  mouth,  ho  could  not  have 
devised  a  more  direct  and  full  confirmation  of  his  doctrine  than  this  volunteer 
nvitness  deposeth.  I  thank  you.  Sir,  for  giving  me  so  valuable  an  explana- 
tion of  the  gift  of  righteousness,  and  its  blessed  effects.  I  thank  you  likewise, 
for  furnishing  Aspasio  with  so  incontestable  a  vindication  against  the  objec- 
'tions  of  the  author  of  the  Preservative. 

The  obedience  of  one,  so  highly  extolled  by  the  apostle,  is  Christ's  actual 
perfbrmance  of  the  whole  law. — This  you  deny.  I  wish  you  had  favoured 
ine  with  your  reasons  for  this  denial.  But  my  wishes  of  this  kind  are  con- 
stantly disappointed.  However,  I  will  follow  our  Lord's  direction^  and  do 
unto  others  even  as  I  would  they  should  do  unto  me.  I  will  give  you  a 
reason  for  my  own  or  Aspasio's  interpretation  :  the  apostle  is  treating  of 
Adam's  actual  breach  of  the  law.  If  so,  the  proper  antithesis  must  be  Christ's 
actual  performance  of  the  law.  In  the  following  verses  he  explains  himself. 
Let  them  be  the  comment  on  our  text,  and  the  gift  of  righteousness  means, 
**  The  righteousness  of  one ;  the  obedience  of  one.""  Tliis  righteousness  we 
have  in  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  all  other  is  inherent  in  ourselves.  Justifica- 
tion by  this  righteousness  is  alone  consistent  with  free  grace  ;  justification  by 
any  other,  is  (inconsistent  with  it,  is)  subversive  of  it. 

Farther ;  As  you  are  a  critic  in  the  Greek,  you  need  not  be  informed  that 
St.  Paul  uses  three  several  words,  dueaoi/io,  ducoiooi;!^,  vTroxoi;.  Now,  can  you 
shew  any  passages  in  which  all  these  words  are  used  to  signify  sufferings  or 
death  ?  Nay,  can  you  shew  me  any  single  passage  in  which  any  one  of  them 
occurs  in  this  signification  ?  If  you  cannot,  what  shadow  of  authority  have 
you  for  putting  this  construction  upon  the  words  in  the  present  case  ?  What 
shadow  of  authority  for  saying,  with  that  unlimited  confidence,  Christ's 
".dying  for  man,  is  certainly  the  chief  part,  if  not  the  whole,  which  is  meant 
by  that  expression-)"  ?  "     If  you  attend  to  the  tenor  of  the  apostle's  argument, 

• 

•  Here  Mr.  Wesley  speaks  in  perfect  agreement  with  St.  Chrysostom  :  O  x^ia-ref  r«f  •! 

t  The  obedience  of  one,  St.  Chrysostom  expounds  by  im;  Kartptttrafvf,     Would  Mr. 
Wesley  venture  to  aflirm*  tiiat  dying  well,  not  doing  wdl,  is  certainly  the  chief  thing  signi- 
^ed  in  »art^ia'U9r§s  ?    A  pretty  daring  critieism  this  1    Does  not.  the  word  rather  signify 
a  course  olf  well  doing  ;  terminated  (if  you  please)  iui  not  constituted  by*  a  Qprres\ioiidmJ 
death  ? 
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or  inquire  into  the  import  of  his  language,  perhaps  jou  will 
only  to  altiT,  but  even  to  rcvcTBo  this  your  positive  assertion. 

Lei  me  subjoin  an  extract  from  6t  Chr3r8ostom,  snitad  to  tliis  sal  Ai  I » 
preceding  paragraph,  and  worthy  of  our  serious  consideration  ;  from  whick  it  1  ' 
will  appear  that  Aspasio  i»  by  no  means  singular  in  his  sentimenta,  bat  ipab 
the  doctrine  of  the  ancient  church.     ^^  Adam  is  a  type  of  Christ.     IIow  ?   h 
this  renpi^t :  as  the  former  was  the  cause  of  death  to  all  hi«  desoeadiite, 
tliough  they  did  not  (like  him)  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit ;  so  Ghriit  mi 
tlie   cause,  {nfioftvos)*  author,  procurer  of  righteousness  to   all  his  seed, 
though  they  haTc  not  (like  him)  been  personally  obedient ;  even  of  tbi 
righteou8m*sH  which  he  finished  for  us  on  the  cross.     For  this  leason,  *to 
ascertain  and  appro^iriate  the  honour  of  this  righteoosness  to  Christ— si  a 
work  not  wrought  by  us,  nor  wrought  in  us,  but  com}4eted  for  us  c«  the 
cursed  tree,* — he  insists  and  dwells  upon  that  very  obaervablo  drcnmstoaoe, 
cne  :  lie  iterates  and  UMterates  the  emphatical  word  one  :  he  intcodaces  it.sg^ 
and  again,  and  can  hardly  prcTail  upon  himself  to  discontiniie  the  lepetitioB.    1 
As  by  on^  man  sin  entoriHi  into  the  world ;  through  the  offesoc  of  oms  mm    | 
bo  dead  ;  not  as  it  was  by  one  that  sinned,  so  is  tlie  free  gift ;  the  jadgoMBi 
was  by  on«  to  condem nation ;  by  0110  man't  offence  death  reigned  by  mm; 
as  by  tlie  oftViico  ufone^  judgment  came  upon  all  men  unto  coudemnatioa ;  at 
by  the  dis(>be<lionco  of  oNf,  many  were  made  rinners.     Tlius  does  the  sponde 
again  and  again  intnHluco  the  word  on^  and  can  hardly  prevail  on  hinself 
to  discontinue  the  ri'potition ;  that  if  a  Jew  should  ask.  How  cao  the  woild 
be  savetl  by  the  woll-duing  of  one,  or  by  the  obedience  c^  Christ  ?  you  vaj    < 
bo  able  to  reply  on  his  own  principles,  how  could  the  worid  be  condemned  liy 
the  evil-doing  of  one,  or  by  the  disobedience  of  Adamt  ?** 

*'*'  That  tlie  righteousness  of  tlic  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us."     That  isi  by  « 
our  n'presentativc,  and  in  our  nature.      ^^AmaBngT'  cries  Mr.  Wesley. 
But  why  aniaziii^r  i     Is  not  this  the  common  import  of  the  most  connnoB    , 
actions?     Do  ii<»t  you  and  I  make  laws  in  and  by  our  ispresentatiTes id    < 
]^rliament  i     May  not  every  debtor,  when  his  surety  has  given  full  ntisfiu> 
tiou  to  the  creditttr,  8ay,  1  have  satisfied,  I  have  paid,  in  my  boadsnuuB? 

To  inva1i<late  this  inteqiretation,  you  allege  tliat  the  apostle  ^^  is  not  speak- 
ing hero  of  the  eause  of  our  justifieation,  but  the  fruits  of  it."  Among  all  - 
the  exeelleiit  things  which  in  your  studies  and  in  your  travels  yon  have 
learned,  have  yt>u  never  learned  that  between  saying  and  proving  tliere  is  a  wide 
diffen^nco  ?  Never  did  I  meet  witli  a  person  who  seemed  so  totally  ignorant 
of  this  very  obvious  truth.  Well,  we  must  take  your  word  without  proof; 
but  I  hope  not  without  examination.  ^^  The  apostle  is  speaking  of  the  fruit" 
Is  then  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  the  fniit  of  justification?  Tliis  is  the  fint 
time,  r  apjirehend,  that  any  sueh  thing  was  deliberately  affirmed.  It  is  the 
cause,  the  adequat<%  the  immediate,  and  indt»ed  the  only  proper  cause  of 
justification.  Hut  the  fniits  are,  peace  of  conscience,  and  love  of  God;  the 
sj)irit  of  adoption,  and  the  hope  of  glory. 

Shew  me,  Sir,  where  diKuioifuij  in  conjunction  with  rov  vo^uwy  signifies  the 

*  n^c^iMf,  an  expressive  word  !  It  seems  to  deDote  such  a  procuring  of  righlxouiDfft 
for  sinners,  as  corrcsiMinds  with  the  provision  made  by  some  hospitable  householder  for 
the  strangeis  who  are  come  to  be  his  guests ;  in  which  they  bear  no  part,  either  of  thf 
ez|>ense  or  of  the  trouble.  II^a^iw  r^  r«u<r»,  *'  Hnjus  rei  sum  tibi  auctor ;  banc  rem  tihi 
comparo.^  Sleph.  Thesaur.  lu  r<»c. 
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^  -  Ikaiig  of  JQslifioatioii,  ftud  not  those  demands  of  the  law  which  must  necessarily 
be  satisfied  before  justification  can  take  place.  Especially  when  that  phrase 
'  9s  sottoborated  by  that  other  strong  expression,  rXrjpoBrf ;  an  expression  used 
<^  by  omr  Lord,  concerning  himself^  and  the  design  of  his  coming  into  tlie 
■*■  mvM :  Applicable  to  him  alone  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness ; 
•  'Mid  dssoriptiye  of  that  obedience  by  which  alone  the  law  is  magnified. 

This  sense,  says  Aspasio,  agrees  with  the  tenor  of  the  apostle's  arguing. 

*'  '**  Not  here,"  replies  Mr.  Wesley.     Let  us  then  consider  the  aim,  and  trace 

lbs  progress  of  the  apostle'^s  reasoning.     He  is  clearing  up  and  confirmrng 

^  that  grcttt  privilege  of  the  gospel,  *^  There  is  no  condenmation  to  them  that 

-    are  in  Jesus  Christ."    This,  you  will  allow,  is  not  the  fruit  of  justification, 

'  %iit  jnstificatton  itself.     As  this  wonts  no  argument  to  confirm  it,  let  us 

'  -proceed  in  our  attention  to  the  sacred  writer.     There  is  no  condemnation  to 

-tbose  who  are  true  believers  in  Jesus  Christ ;  who,  in  consequence  of  this 

bdi«i^  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit. 

Perhaps,  some  man  will  say,  How  can  this  be  ?  since  OTen  true  believers 
iUl  short :  nay,  they  offend ;  and  therefore  mvat  be  liable  to  the  curse.  For 
ibis  leason,  they  are  delivered  from  condemnation ;  because  *^  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,"  that  new  dispensation  introduced  in  the  room 
of  the  old  law,  promises  the  privilege  of  pardon,  and  the  gift  of  tlie  Spirit,  in 
^rbieh  things  tiie  true  life  and  real  happiness  of  mankind  consist :  Promises 
both  freely,  without  any  works,  purely  on  account  of  the  righteousness  whidi 
ii  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  hereby  this  new,  gracious,  blessed  dispensation 
^  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law,"  which  convinced  me  of  sin,  condemned 
me  for  sin,  and  bound  me  oyer  unto  death. 

These  are  glad  tidings,  doubtless.  But  are  they  not  attended  vrith  two 
iaoooTeniences  ?  Does  not  this  procedure  deprive  tlie  law  of  its  due  honour, 
md  screen  the  rinner  from  his  deserved  puni^ment  ?  By  no  means.  ^  For 
tliat  wbieh  was  an  absolute  impossibility,  on  account  of  the  '^  strictness  of 
the  **law,  and  the  weakness  of  human  nature,'*  God,  to  whom  nothing  is 
impossible,  kat  most  wonderfully  accomplished^  by  **  sending  his  own  Son  in 
tbe  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,"  to  live  among  sinners,  to  come  under  their 
*  clAgations,  tmd  perform  the  obedience  demanded  from  them.  By  sending 
him  also  to  be  a  sacrifice /or  9%n;  to  be  charged  with  its  guilt,  and  undergo 
Us  poaisbment.  By  this  grand  expedient,  he  has  provided  for  the  honour 
WfA  perfect  accomplishment  of  the  law.  He  has  2X90  condemned  and  punished 
ain  with  the  utmcMt  seyerity.  And  both  these  in  the  jUeh  ;-  in  that  yery 
nature  which  was  guilty,  disabled,  ruined. 

Should  yon  further  ask.  Wherefore  is  all  this  ?  To  lay  the  surest  founda- 
tion, or  make  the  most  complete  provision  for  our  justification.  ^^  That  the 
righteousness  of  the  law,  (both  its  righteous  sentence  and  its  righteous 
precepts,  whateyer  either  of  suffering  or  of  obedience  it  required  from  trans- 
gressors, being  fulfilled  in  Christ)  might  be  fulfilled  in  us."*'  As  it  was  all 
done  in  our  name ;  and  as  he  and  we  are  one.  One  in  civil  estimation, 
for  he  is  our  representative ;  one  in  legal  estimation  for  he  is  our  surety ;  one 
in  social  estimation,  for  he  is  our  bridegroom.  For  which  cause  his  righteous 
acts  are  ours,  and  his  atoning  death  is  ours. 

There  was  a  time  when  you  embraced  these  sentiments ;  when  you  had 
aacfa  a  view  of  things ;  when  such  language  came  out  oC  yo^ix  inn^alVi  \  ^Vx^ 
erea  nowttUndB  upon  record,  under  your  own  band.    See  ^o^^  ^ivT^fsc^^^  ^ ' 
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Methodist.  If  you  have  forgutteu  them,  permit  me  Vi  remind  you  of  tliLtii. 
*"*  Christ  (vi)u  say)  is  now  the  righteousness  of  all  them  tliat  truly  helievc 
in  him.  lie  for  them  |)aid  the  ransom  by  his  death;  he  for  them  fulfilled 
the  law  in  hiH  life.  iM)  that  now,  in  him,  and  by  him,  every  believer  idst 
be  called  a  fulfiUer  of  tlie  law.*^  Since  you  pronounce  my  sense  of  the 
apostle's  words  unnatural ;  I  adopt,  I  espouse  yoicn*.  And  so  much  the 
more  n*adily,  as  it  will  puaole  sagacity  itself  to  discern  a  difference  between 
them. 

"I  totally  dony  the  criticism  on  ^iKOioavmi  and  dinu«/ui/'  Then  lK^  so  ptMd 
as  to  rturrgest  a  better.  Or,  if  this  should  l>c  somewhat  difficult,  at  least  favour 
us  with  a  reason  for  this  your  total  denial.  Not  a  word  of  either.  Strange! 
that  a  man  of  onlinary  discernment  should  offer  to  obtrude  upon  the  public 
surh  a  multitude  of  nake«U  unsupported,  magisterial  assertions  !  Should  ever 
be  able  tn  persuade  himself  that  a  positive  air  will  pass  fur  demonstratioii,  or 
supply  the  ]>)nro  of  argument !  If  this  be  to  demonstrate,  if  this  bo  to  confute, 
the  idiot  is  as  capable  [of  both  as  the  philosopher.  May  I  not  cry  out,  in 
your  own  stmin.  Oh,  how  deep  an  aversion  to  the  im/ntied  ripktroumfu  tA 
IMiristdoes  this  Anninian  scheme  discover!  since  it  will  make  a  man  gainsay, 
when  he  knows  not  whv,  or  wherefore  i 

St.  Paul  declan^s,  that  the  ^^  (lentileH,  who  followed  not  after  riglitcoos. 
nesf<,  had  attained  unto  right eousnin»8."  Upon  which  Aspaaio  observes,  that 
the  righteousness  here  mentioned  a>uld  not  be  any  personal  righteousnesi. 
To  which  31  r.  We^ley  replit»s,  "  It  vras."  And  to  n»nder  hit  reply  quite 
irresistible,  a  ]>erfect  thunderbolt  in  argumentation,  he  adds,  ^^  Certainly  it 
wns."  How,  Sir!  Did  they  attain  personal  righteousness  without  seekin^r 
nfUT  it  ?  Are  you  lieeoming  a  C'alvinist  ?  you  that  had  rather  be  an  Atheirt ' 
(*ould  the  zt*ah)t  of  (lenova  go  greater  lengtlis  ?  Aspasio  will  not  deny,  that 
thru.*  (it>ntil(*s  won*  sanctiiied  as  well  as  justified;  but  he  will  venture  to 
aHiriii,  that  no  drirroe  of  saiictitieation  can  make  the  pennons  righteous  whu 
an.'  once  hei-onu*  siiiuiTs.  Christ,  like  Klijalu  iirst  casts  his  mantle  over  thi'ni : 
and  tlu'U,  like  lOlislia,  they  fors^ike  all,  and  follow  him. 

**The  riglitiMmsiiess  whidi  the  (ieiitilc»s  attained,  could  n<it  l>c  a  personal 
righteousness."  *"  Certainly  it  was." — ^Then  it  was  the  righteousness  of  the 
law ;  wliereas.  the  rigliteonsni-^s  whieh  tln-y  attained,  is  expn^ssly  said  to  Ik; 
the  rigliteousnrss  of  faith,  'ilieu  it  was  a  righteousness  consisting  of  giNjil 
Works  and  g^wlly  tempiTS  ;  whereas,  their  right (Minsness  consisted  in  believin<^, 
according  to  the  apo-^tle's  own  ex])lanation,  **  With  the  heart  man  believeth 
unto  rigliteonsncss."  Tli<*n  it  was  the  righteousness  of  man.  Personal 
righteousness,  and  ini]>lanted  holiness,  pass  in  the  Scriptures  under  that 
denoniinatinn.  Whereas,  these  (ientiles  "submitted  themselves  U\  tin- 
rightt^ousness  of  (io<l."  If  what  those  Gentiles  attained  had  been  a  personal 
righteousness,  it  would  liavt*  l>een  no  stumbling-block  to  the  Jews.  Kven 
they  wouM  have  falhii  in  with  such  a  system  oi  religion,  as  sliould  ascril>o 
righteousnesis  and  salvation  to  their  own  duties  and  their  own  deeds. 

You  say,  '-It  was  ini|danted  as  well  as  imputed."  Here,  tlien,  you 
acknowledge  an  impnU'd  right eousni'ss.     You  yourself  use  the  phrase  ;  you 

•  Sboulil  Mr.  Wesley  say,  Though  I  used  these  words,  I   never  intended  them  for  a 
comment  on  this  p.'is«Ai;e.     If  you  did  not,  I  imav^inc  th«  comvUer^  of  our  Homilies,  from 
whom  thty  are  taken,  did.      Xt\ett*l  lYic"^  Tc%wr^'iv\i\*v«.'v\,  «&  ^  ^Qu.'«i^Mvm\,  ^'<««!cwi«\^'%>. 
proof  of  tikcir  doctrioe. 
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affirm  it  to' be,  if  not  the  whole,  part  at  least,  of  the  apostle's  doctrine.  I 
wish  yon  had  been  of  this  mind  when  you  began  your  letter.  Then  yon 
would  not  have  conjured  me,  by  all  that  is  Tencrable  and  important,  to  di»> 
continue  an  expression  which  conveys — ^your  own — the  apostle^s  meaning— «- 
and  the  meaning  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

You  join  imputed  and  implanted  righteousness.  So,  in  case  this  address  to 
yourself  should  pass  through  the  printer  s  hand,  would  I  join  a  handsome 
type  and  pertinent  reasoning.  Yet  I  apprehend,  when  you  sit  down  to 
examine  the  essay,  you  will  regard  only  the  latter.  What  you  associate^ 
you  associate  properiy.  The  fir^  is  the  trunk,  the  last  is  one  of  the  branches 
which  spring  from  it.  Butjthe  apostle  seems,  in  the  place  before  us,  to  be 
considering  the  first  only.  The  last  he  reserves  for  some  future  occasion.  He 
is  speaking  of  the  righteousness  by  which  we  are  saved ;  and  that  is  solely 
the  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ:  he  is  speaking  of  the  righteousness 
which  was  an  eye-sore  and  an  offence  to  the  self-conceited  Jews ;  and  this 
was  the  only  imputed  righteousness  of  Christ :  he  is  speaking  of  a  righteous* 
ness,  contradistinguished  to  that  righteousness  which  is  described  by  ^  Ho 
that  doeth  these  things ; "  and  this  can  be  nothing  else  but  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Christ.  Therefore,  though  love  of  God,  and  conformity  to 
his  image ;  though  the  pure  heart  and  the  devout  affection,  are  the  inseparable 
concomitants,  or  rather  the  genuine  produce,  of  imputed  righteousness ;  yet 
here  they  come  not  under  consideration.  To  force  them  into  this  passage,  h 
to  make  them  appear  out  of  due  season.  Such  an  exposition  may  bespeak  a 
zealous  officiousness,  not  a  distinguishing  judgment ;  because  it  confounds  the 
order  of  the  apostle's  plan ;  it  defeats  the  design  of  his  argument,  if  it  does 
not  introduce  self-contradiction  into  his  arguing. 

The  righteousness  came  upon  the  Gentiles,  as  the  former  and  latter  rain 
upon  the  earth.  To  them  was  fulfilled  the  word  spoken  by  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  ^^  Let  the  skies  pour  down  righteousness."  .  As  the  earth  engendereth 
not  the  rain ;  has  not  the  least  influence  in  forming,  or  the  least  agency  in 
procuring  the  refreshing  lowers,  but  only  receiveth  them  as  the  mere  gift  of 
Providence ;  so  these  Grentiles  had  not  the  least  influence  in  effecting,  nor  the 
least  agency  in  procuring,  this  righteousness.  When  the  good  news  came 
into  their  territories,  they  were  totally  destitute  of  it,  they  were  utterly 
unconcerned  about  it,  they  knew  nothing  at  all  concerning  it.  But  seeing  it 
revealed  in  the  gospel,  seeing  it  displayed  as  the  work  of  God,  and  hearing 
it  offered  as  the  gift  of  God,  they  were  not  disobedient  to  the  heavenly 
invitation.  They  believed  the  report,  they  accepted  the  blessing,  and  relied 
upon  it  for  lifb  and  salvation.  Then,  **  as  the  rain  coming  down,  and  the 
snow  from  heaven,  retumeth  not  thither  again,  but  watereth  the  earth,  and 
maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  seed  to  the  sower,  and  bread 
to  the  eater ;"  so,  this  inestimable  truth  being  admitted  into  the  soul,  Christ 
and  his  righteousness  being  received  to  dwell  in  the  heart,  Eph.  iii.  17,  all 
the  powers  of  intellectual  nature,  or  what  St.  Paiil  calls  **  the  inner  maii," 
are  exhilarated,  quickened,  and  fructified.  They  bud  as  the  rose,  and 
blossom  as  the  lily;  they  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  Inward  love,  of  outward 
obedience,  of  universal  godliness. 

*'  For  instmction  in  righteousness— in  the  righteousness  of  Christ."    "  Was 
there  ovpr  such  a  comment  before  ?  "    May  1  not  awsww^Vii^w^T  ^-'^ra.^^s^as 
Waa  then  erer  such  a  meihed  of  eonfutttt^on  toA  Vwloi^'^    ^^^^.^^'^  ^^ 


...|x»ure8.     They  instruct  the  rea* 
jtistifying  righteousness;   in   that 
righteousness,  which  no  other  bool 
much  as  hints :  yet,  without  which, 
never  find  acceptance  with  God,  no 
If  you  reject  this  sense,  the  apostle's 
defective.     It  leaves  out  what  is  the 
guishing  peculiarity  ;  what  is  first,  ai 
our  fallen  race.     A  traveller  undertak 
pictaro-gallery.     He  describes  the  dii 
the  windows,  the  ornaments  of  the  re 
totally  omits,  the  article  of  the  painti 
his  design  ?     Is  this  satisfactory  to  the 

**  He  shall  convince  the  world  of  right 
Irat  innocent  and  holy.*"  How  fiat  anc 
can  be  more  so,  to  my  taste.  Innoecft 
witnesses  concerning  the  most  adorable  i 
Does  this  oome  up  to  the  inconceivable 
mensely  glorious  perfection  of  his  work 
conscience,  smitten  with  a  sense  of  most 
the  terrors  of  eternal  vengeance  ? 

The  whole  clause  contains  a  platfonr 
of  that  all-important  truth  which  miniff 
the  Holy  Spirit  will  own  and  accompai 
thereby  made  the  power  of  God  to  the 
convince  the  world  of  sin :  of  the  guili 
mankind  are  plunged  by  nature,  and  in 
tinues  so  lonu  as h«» »"'''' " 
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riglitcousneflSy  the  very  rigbteousneea  of  wot  incarnate  Jehovah ;  and  therefore 
renders  eyery  sonl,  to  whom  it  is  imputed,  unblamable,  unreprovable,  coro« 
plete.  Glorious  office  this !  worthy  to  be  the  object  of  the  almighty  Com- 
forter's agency!  in  performing  which  he  administers  strong  consolation. 
Then  he  shall  convince  of  judgment ;  shall  condemn  a^d  ca£t  out  the  prince 
of  this  world,  introducing  a  most  happy  change  into  the  heart  and  life ;  shall 
begin  and  carry  on  the  work  of  grace,  sanoMftcation,  obedience ;  and  all 
through  the  joyful  knowledge,  together  with  the  personal  appropriation,  of 
this  justifying  righteousness. 

^^  That  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him : "  which 
cannot  be  intrinsically,  but  must  be  imputatively.  This  interpretation 
Aspasio  establishes,  attempts  at  least  to  establish,  from  the  tenor  of  the 
context,  from  the  apostle'^s  antithesis,  and  from  several  venerable  names; 
But  what  are  all  these  to  Mr.  Wesley  ?  No  more  than  the  arrow  and  the 
spear  to  Leviathan.  Nay,  not  so  much.  That  scaly  monster  **  esteemeth 
iron  as  straw,  and  brass  as  rotten  wood."  But  Mr.  Wesley,  cased  in  his  own 
self-sufficiency,  esteemeth  all  the  afore-mentioned  evidences  as  mere  nothings* 
He  totally  disregards  them.  Reason,  grammar,  precedents,  are  eclipsed  by 
his  bare  negative,  and  vanish  into  an  insignificancy  not  worthy  of  notice. 

When  Aspasio,  supported  by  such  great  authorities,  says,  this  cannot  be 
intrinsically,  but  must  be  imputatively;  Mr.  Wesley,  supported  by  his 
greater  sel^  replies,  **  Both  the  one  and  the  other."  But  does  he  duly  advert 
to  the  apostle's  subject,  or  follow  the  clue  of  the  context  ?  The  subject  ia 
reconciliation  with  God,  justification  before  God,  or  that,  whatever  it  be, 
which  is  implied  in  not  imputing  trespasses.  The  context  intimates,  that 
intrinsic  holiness  is  not  yet  taken  into  consideration,  but  is  reserved  for  the 
next  chapter.  There  the  apostle  exhorts  the  Corinthians,  not  to  receive  this 
infinitely  ridi  grace  of  free  justification  in  vain ;  but  to  show  its  efficacy,  io 
show  its  excellency,  and  recommend  it  to  the  unbelieving  world,  by  ail 
unblamable  conversation,  giving  no  offence  in  anything. 

Justification,  then,  is  the  only  point  which  the  apostle  in  this  passage 
considers ;  and  justification  is  the  fruit  of  imputed  righteousness  solely,  not  of 
inherent  righteousness  in  any  degree.  This  we  must  allow,  unless  we  prefer 
the  impositions  of  Trent  before  the  confession  of  our  church.  Faith  says  unto 
us,  **  It  is  not  I  that  take  away  your  sins,  but  Christ  only ;  and  to  him  only 
I  send  you  for  that  purpose,  forsaking  therein  all  your  good  words,  thoughts, 
and  works,  and  only  putting  your  trust  in  Christ : "  tiius  speaks  and  thus 
teaches  our  reformed  church.  *'*'  If  any  one  say,  that  man  is  justified  only  by 
the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness,  or  only  by  the  remission  of  sins, 
without  the  co-operation  of  inherent  grace  and  holy  love,  let  him  be  accursed ;  ** 
Seas.  vi.  Can.  1 1 :  thus  dogmatises,  and  thus  anathematizes,  that  mother  of 
falsehoods.  Choose  now  your  side.  For  my  part,  I  renounce  and  abjure  the 
proud  and  iniquitous  decree.  If  you  persist  m  your  present  opinion,  there 
will  be  an  apparent  harmony  between  yourself  and  Rome,  but  an  essential 
difference  between  yourself  and  Aspasio. 

'^  God,  through  him,  first  accounts,  and  then  makes  us  righteous."  How ! 
does  €k>d  account  us  righteous,  before  he  makes  us  so  ?  Then  his  judgment 
is  not  according  to  truth  ;  then  he  reckons  us  to  be  righteous,  when  we  are 
reBUjr  otberwiee.  Is  not  this  the  langjoage  ot  ^oxtt  &sx^a^\  ^^  ^i^ 
lOAvoidable  coDseq uonce  of  your  notion  t    But  V^o^  Vvtdcv^M  tis^XV^tcvV^^^^ 
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it  sound  in  every  car !  Is  not  this  aY^iolutcly  inrcconcilcable  with  our  ideu 
of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  equally  incompatible  with  the  dictates  of  Scrip, 
tnre?  There  we  are  taught  that  God  ^^justiiieth  the  ungodly."  Mark  tbe 
words  :  th^t  un/fOfify  are  -the  objects  of  tho  divine  justification.  But  can  he 
account  tho  ungodly  righteous  ?  Impossible !  How  then  does  lie  act  ?  He 
first  makes  them  righteous  *.  After  what  manner  ?  By  imputing  to  then 
the  rigliteousness  of  hiH  d^to  Son.  Then  he  pronounces  them  righteoiM, 
and  most  truly  ;  he  treat  them  as  righteous,  and  most  justly.  In  short,  then 
he  absolves  them  from  guilt,  adopts  them  for  his  children,  and  makes  tiien 
heirs  of  his  eternal  kingdom.  In  the  grand  transaction,  thus  regulated, 
mercy  and  truth  mei't  together ;  all  proa?eds  in  tlie  most  harmonious  and 
beautiful  consistency  with  the  sevend  attributes  of  God,  with  his  whole 
reveale<l  will,  and  with  all  his  righteous  law. 

*'  Tlie  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faiih,  is  both  imputed  and  in- 
herent." Then  it  is  like  interweaving  linen  and  woollen  ;  the  motley  mixtue 
forbidden  to  the  Israelites.  Or  rather,  like  weaving  a  thread  of  the  finest 
gold  with  a  hempen  cord,  or  a  spider's  web.  Tlio  righteousness  which  is  of 
God,  irt  perfect,  consummate,  everlasting.  Not  so  inherent  righteoosnesi, 
your  own  self  being  judge,  and  your  own  pen  being  witness.  In  the  right- 
eousness which  is  of  Go<l,  the  apostle  desires  to  bo  found,  before  the  great 
and  terrible  tribunal  of  the  liord.  His  own  righteousness,  or  the  righteons- 
ness  which  is  inherent,  he  abandons,  as  al»olutely  improper  for  this  great 
purpose ;  being  no  more  fitted  to  give  liini  boldness  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
than  dung  and  filth  are  fit  to  introduce  a  person,  with  credit  and  dignity, 
to  court.  Tlie  rightiH)usne88  which  is  of  God,  is  unknown  to  rcnison,  is 
revealed  from  heaven,  and  without  the  works  of  the  law  :  whereas  the  right- 
eoiisnerts  inherent,  is  discoverable  by  reason,  was  known  to  the  Heathens 
and  couHists  in  a  conformity  of  heart  and  life  to  the  precepts  of  the  law.  Bv 
tho  lattiT,  we  act,  we  obey,  and  ofter  our  s])iritual  sacrifices  unto  God  ;  by 
the  formiT,  we  work  nothing,  we  render  nothing  unto  God,  but  only  receive 
of  hiK  grace. 

They  are,  therefore,  not  the  same,  hut  totally  distinct.  To  blend  and 
confound  them  bt^tra ys  unnkilfulness  in  the  word  of  righteousness ;  derogates 
from  the  honour  of  CMirist  ;  an<l  Umih  to  cherish  a  legal  frame,  or  what  the 
Scripture  calls,  "  a  8]iirit  of  bondage."  If  you  would  approve  jrourself  a 
workman  that  need  not  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth,  thus 
you  should  speak,  and  thus  you  should  write :  the  righteousness  of  God  is 
always  imputed  ;  but,  l)eing  imputed,  it  produces  the  righteousness  inherent. 
Being  justified  by  the  former,  saved  from  hell,  and  rendered  meet  for  heaven ; 
we  an^  sanctified  also,  and  disj)osed  to  love  the  Lord,  who  has  dealt  so  boun- 
tifully with  us.  And  if  to  love,  then  to  worship  him,  to  servo  him,  to 
imitate  him. 

"  My  faith  fixes  on  both  the  meritorious  life  and  atoning  death  of  Christ." 
-— "  Here  we  clearly  agree."  How  can  you  clearly  agree,  either  with 
A»]>asio,  or  with  yourself,  or  with  common  sense?  How  with  Aspasio? 
since  you  question,  in  direct  contrariety  to  his  sentiments,  whether  the  death 
of  C'hrist  be  not  the  whole  of  what  St.  Paul  stvles,  **  The  obedience  of  one." 

Agreeably  to  this,  our  chuTc\\  s\keaV%\  ^*  \tv '^>M.\\^c^Wcixv^  cvl  >\\vvQ&\.,'«t  «s^  \sa&r,y=^< 
before  God  ;  "  and  adds,  **  TViia  \ft  l\iC  sltou^  tocV  vcv'\  loxxxv^aXAViw.  q\  V:\if«{C\as!L'^jfi6^^^r 
^Hom,  ofJuMt'f.  part  2. 
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•—How  with  your9el/9  For,  did  you  ^ot  declare  a  little  while  ago,  that 
fiaien  man  "  is  not  justified  by  perfect  obedience  ?"  Is  not  Christ's  meritori- 
0118  life  perfect  obedience  ?  If  your  faith  fixes  on  this  perfect  obedience,  is  it 
ibot  for  the  purpose  of  justification  ?>— How  with  common  sense  f  Since  yoa 
nippose  that  the  ^^  Scripture  ascribes  the  whole  of  our  salvation  to  the  death 
of  Christ ;"  so  entirely  ascribes  it  to  the  death  of  Cbrist,  ^'  that  there  was  no 
need  of  his  fulfilling  the  moral  law,  in  order  to  purchase  redemption  for  us  ;" 
what  reason,  or  shadow  of  reason  can  you  have,  to  fix  upon  what  we  call  the 
merit  of  his  life  ?  If  what  you  suppose  and  affirm  be  true,  there  was  no  kind 
of  meritorious  efficacy  in  his  life.  His  life,  and  all  his  labours,  were  in  this 
respect  a  mere  superfluity.  Salvation  might  have  been  obtained,  and  redemp^ 
tion  purchased,  without  their  concurrence.  Therefore,  to  fix  upon  them  is 
to  fix  upon  a  phantom,  and  to  rest  your  hopes  upon  a  thing  of  nought. 

Bui  stay.  Am  I  not  repeating  the  misconduct  which  proved  so  fatal  to 
the  famous  flarl  of  Warwick  and  bis  forces  ?  At  the  battle  of  Gladmore, 
while  the  scale  of  victory  hung  in  suspense,  they  saw  a  cousiderable  body  of 
troops  advancing.  Supposing  them  to  be  enemies,  the  bowmen  made  a 
general  discharge  and  galled  them  with  their  arrows.  But  they  soon  per- 
ceived their  mistake :  that  they  had  been  opposing  their  friends  and  anno3ring 
their  allies.  Perhaps  by  this  time  you  are  become  my  ally.  You  may  have 
seen  your  errors,  may  have  corrected  your  notions  ;  saying,  in  ratification  of 
both,  "  We  agree." 

That  is  ^*  I  would  no  longer  exclude  the  meritorious  obedience  of  Christ. 
But  this,  together  with  his  atoning  death,  I  look  upon  as  the  only  cause  of 
my  justification.  This  I  call  his  righteousness ;  and  this,  being  imputed  to 
me,  becomes  my  plea,  my  portion,  and  rational  foundation  for  my  everlasting 
felicity.  This  I  receive  by  faith.  Which  now  I  look  upon,  not  as  consti- 
tuting any  part  of  my  recommendation,  but  only  as  receptive  of  the  fiilness 
laid  up  for  mo  in  Christ.  Though  the  law  of  works  saiUi,  Do  and  live  ;  I 
am  now  made  sensible  that  the  law  of  faith  says,^— Be  verily  persuaded  that 
Christ  is  sufficient  for  thy  acceptance,  without  any  doing  of  thy  own  at  all; 
Since  Christ  is  given  to  me,  in  the  sacred  record  given  to  me  as  a  sinner,  to 
be  received  without  any  conditions,  I  joyfully  accept  the  gift.  I  am  satisfied 
with  his  doing  and  suffering:  they  are  divinely  excellent,  and  infinitely 
sufficient ;  I  neither  wish  for,  nor  think  of  any  thing  more,  to  obtain  my 
complete  salvation.  This  way  of  salvation  effectually  excludes  boasting ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  produces  those  desirable  effects,  that  love  of  God,  that 
delight  in  his  perfections,  that  conformity  to  his  will,  which  the  law  of  works 
requires  in  vain.^ 

If  this  is  what  you  mean  by  "  We  agree,'*'*  I  would  seal  and  ratify  the 
agreement  "with  the  last  wish  and  tho  last  words  of  the  celebmted  Father 
Paul,  Esto  perpHua,  Be  this  the  case,  and  you  shall  have,  not  only  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  but  the  right  hand  of  pre-eminence.  Only  I  crave 
one  favour  in  return :  dismiss  those  injurious  insinuations,  which  cause  your 
readers  to  suspect  that  Aspasio  considers  the  meritorious  life  of  Christ  sepa- 
rate from  his  atoning  death  ;  whereas,  he  affirms  them  to  be  inseparable,  like 
the  correspondence  of  motion  between  the  two  eyes.  Try  if  yon  can  make 
one  of  your  eyes  move  to  tho  right,  while  the  other  wheels  off  to  tho  left. 
tHwn  you  have  done  this,  then,  and  not  tV\\  liien^  "you  xoKf  >mk^^  ^ni&a 
'CBBOtmbl&pTeieQce  for  thegsc  jour  suggestion^  / 


nextpublication,  a  preservative, 
Bound  notions  in  religion. 

Theron,  speaking  of  gems,  say: 
their  lustre,  they  stand  Candida 
breast.'^     Tliis  displeases  Mr.  We 
tlio  vicious  or  lascivious  breast  ? 
all,  but  buried  in  darkness  ?     Did 
them,  only  that  they  might  be  co 
rather  array  them  with  lustre  an« 
something  of  his  own  brightness  ;  i; 
transcendent  excellency,  and  teach  1 
phasis  of  that  animating  promise,  ** 
make  up  my  jewels.'''* 

*'  I  cannot  reconcile  this  with  St.  . 
parity  of  reason,  not  with  diamonds.^ 
Do  not  you  dwindle  his  manly  and  ni 
of  sense  ?  such  as  befits  the  superstii 
rather  than  the  generous  and  exalted 
in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
they  that  arc  iplendidly  apparelled^  ai 
or  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  the 
courtSy  and  their  dress  is  adapted  to 
forbid  the  use  of  pearls,  or  costly  arra 
afford  them,  and  his  situation  in  life 
against  the  abuse,  against  looking  up 
their  true  dignity,  on  which  tliev  v«i- 
be  recommended  ♦^  "^^ 
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in  your  rigorous  sense,  and  it  concludes  as  forcibly  against  garments  as  against 
omainents ;  wc  must  even  go  naked,  and  lay  aside  our  clothe;^  as  well  as  our 
goniH.  Whereas,  understood  according  to  the  natural  signification  of  tlic 
"words  (»p  o  wKT/ior,  not  <ov  to  €v5v/ia),  it  conveys  a  very  important,  and  a 
very  seasonable  exhortation  :  "  Christians,  scorn  to  borrow  your  recommen- 
dations from  the  needle,  the  loom,  or  the  toy-shop  :  this  may  bo  the  fashion 
of  a  vain  world ;  but  let  your  embellishments,  or  that  which  beautifies  and 
distinguishes  your  character,  be  of  a  superior  nature.  Tjot  it  be  internal ; 
not  such  as  the  sheep  have  wore,  or  the  silk-worms  spun ;  but  such  as  is 
peculiar  to  the  immortal  mind,  or  '  the  hidden  man  of  the  heart.'  Let  it 
be  substantial ;  not  such  as  the  moth  corrodes,  or  such  as  perishes  in  using  ; 
but  *  that  which  is  not  corruptible  ;'  which  being  planted  on  earth,  will  be 
transplanted  into  heaven  ;  and  being  sown  in  time,  will  flourish  to  eternity. 
liot  it  be  that  adorning,  who.««e  excellency  is  imquestionable,  and  '  whose  praise  is 
of  (lod,  (even)  the  omam(^nt  of  a  meek  and  (juiet  spirit  ;*  which  will  render 
you,  not  indeed  like  thejrrandees  of  the  earth,  but  like  the  Son  of  the  Highest; 
shewing  that  you  are  united  to  him,  interested  in  him,  and  partakers  of  his 
divine  nature." 

*'In  all  things,  I  perceive,  you  are  too  favourable,  both  to  the  desire  of  the 
flesh,  and  to  tlie  desire  of  the  eye.^**  I  rather  think  Mr,  Wesley  is  too  censo- 
rious of  others,  and  too  indulgent  to  himself.  AVhy  may  not  Theron  wear 
his  richly  embossed  gold  watch,  and  his  lady  use  her  golden  buckle  set  with 
diamonds,  as  well  as  you  and  I  w(\ar  a  silver  buckle,  or  make  use  of  our 
silver  watch  ?  Why  may  not  an  earl  or  a  countess  put  on  their  rol)es, 
sumptuous  with  embroidery,  or  their  coronet  glittering  with  jewels,  as 
inoffensively  as  you  and  I  ])ut  on  a  beaver  hat,  or  trail  after  us  a  prunella 
gown  ?  Tlicre  is  no  necessity  for  this'  our  spniceness.  A  fustian  jacket 
would  keep  our  backs  wnnn,  and  a  flannel  cap  our  heads,  as  well  as  our 
more  elegant  array.  IMethinks,  therefore,  we  should  either  abstain  from  nil 
needless  finery  in  our  own  <lress,  or  else  forbear  to  censure  it  in  others. 
Rather,  we  should  all,  in  our  respective  stations,  and  according  to  our  respec- 
tive circumstances,  use  these  things  as  not  abusing  them ;  remembering  that 
the  fashion  of  this  world  passeth  away  :  looking,  therefore,  for  that  city  of 
the  living  God,  "  whose  walls  are  of  jasper,  whese  buildings  are  of  pure  gold, 
and  whose  foun<lntions  are  garnished  with  all  manner  of  precious  stones ;" 
but  whoso  external  splendour  is  infinitely  surpassed  by  the  glory  of  God^ 
which  lightens  it,  and  by  the  presence  of  the  I^mb,  which  is  the  light  there- 
of. When  we  are  blessed  with  clear  apprehensions  of  this  inefiTable  glory, 
which  shall  be  revealed;  when  we  live  under  a  delightful  persuasion  that 
God  hath  given  to  us  this  eternal  life ;  gems  will  have  but  little  lustre  in  our 
eye,  and  less  and  less  allurements  for  our  heart.  All  the  pomp  of  this  tran- 
sient world  will  appear  to  us,  as  the  palace  of  Versailles  or  the  gardens  of 
Stowe  would  appear  to  some  superior  being,  who,  from  an  exalted  stand  in 
ether,  should  conti^mplate  the  terraqueous  globe,  and  at  one  view  take  in  its 
vast  dimensions,  its  prodigious  revolutions,  and  its  most  copious  furniture. 

**  You  are  a  gentle  casuist  as  to  every  self-indulgence  which  a  plentiful 
fortune  can  furnish."  I  would  consider  the  end  for  which  these  things  were 
created ;  and  point  out  and  enforce  their  proper  improvements.  They  were 
cieatcd,  not  to  tantalize,  but  to  treat  us ;  not  to  ensnare,  but  to  gratify  ua< 
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Tlien  tluy  an*  ]>roporly  iin]>ruvL-d,  when  wc  onjuy  tliem  with  inuilcntia^j 
and  rondvr  tluMu  iiiijtrunu'nt:^  uf  Ui»c'fuhK*c»  ;  wliun  tlicy  an*  n'^Tankni  as  ]m 
uant  t4»ki'n8  of  our  C*reator'8  love,  and  act  as  endearing  incitements  d  o«| 
gr.ititude.  What  you  call  my  casuistry,  is  built  upon  a  maxim  wlucfa  k3 
never  Ik?  controvortrd,  "  Every  creature  of  God  is  jTood,  if  received  wiU 
thanks;;! viiig/**  It  is  nothing  else  but  an  att<*mpt  to  display  wluit  Laaffinael 
in  till*  fnniiiT  elausi%  and  to  enforce  what  is  pn'scribe<I  in  the  latter. 

In  the  sixth  letter,  in  the  ninth,  and  in  other  ])arts  Hieron  enumcnin 
some  i)f  the  finest  ])n>dnctionM,  and  initial  choice,  aeconmioflations,  which  tk 
earth,  the  air,  the  si^as  atford  :  in  imitation  of  the  apostle,  who  in  one  sn. 
tencc  expn'SSi'S  ahuiuhnitly  more  than  my  tliR*e  volumes  contain,  ^U< 
pveth  us  all  tliin;;s  richly  to  enjoy  ;"  in  imitation  of  the  Psalmist  also,  yish\ 
in  several  of  his  hymns  es|HH.*ially  in  Psalm  civ.,  celebratei^  the  ])rofuse mom. 
iieence  of  Jehovah  ;  profuse  even  in  temporal  blessings,  and  with  regard  to 
our  .'luinial  nature.  Dava  our  natun*  call  for  any  thing  to  support  it?  Hen 
is  *•"  bread,  whieh  strengthens  man's  heart,*'  and  is  the  stall*  of  his  life.  Ihm 
tmr  natun*  go  farther,  and  covet  things  to  pleasi'  it  ?  Here  is  ^^  wine,  tbi 
maketh  glad  the  lit -art  (»f  man  ;'^  regaling  his  palati*,  and  exhilarating  hb 
spirits.  Is  our  nature  yi*t  more  craving,  and  <lesirous  of  stmiething  to  lieao- 
tify  it  ?  llvTv  is  *'*'  oil,  that  maketh  the  face  to  shine  ;"  that  the  countcnanoe 
may  a])])ear  both  cheerful  and  amiable  ;  that  gaiety  may  sparkle  in  the  eye, 
while  beauty  glows  in  the  cheek.  Now  I  cannot  per>«uade  m\'self,  nor  is 
all  Mr.  AVesley  s  rhetoric  powerful  enough  to  convince  me,  that  it  is  any  dia- 
eredit,  or  any  error,  t»>  follow  such  examples. 

^*'  Hut  1  mention  the  ex([uisite  relish  of  turbot,  and  the  delicioasncss  of 
sturgeon.  And  are  not  such  obsiTvations  Wneath  the  dignity  of  a  minister 
of  Christ  ?"  Mr.  AVesley  docs  not  observe  from  whom  these  riMuarks  proceed. 
Not  fnim  Aspasi(»,  but  Theron.  To  make  him  speak  like  a  minister  of 
l*Iirist,  or  like  a  Cliristian  of  the  first  rank,  would  be  entirely  out  of  charac- 
ter.    It  wouM  have  betrayed  an  uttrr  ignorance,  or  a  total  disregard,  of 

Horace's  ruk*, 

KoJiUti*  iMTsuiKt:  M'it  conveiiientia  cui(iuc> 

Ht)Wever,  I  am  willing  to  take  all  upon  myself,  and  be   responsible   for  the 

obnoxi<ius  si'ntiments.     I  would  only  ask,  is  anything  spoken  (»f  which  tlie 

Almighty  has  not  made  ?  and  shall  I  tliink  it  beneath  my  dignity  tti  mag- 

nifv  the    work  of  his  hantls  ? — Is  anv  thin;;  si)oken  of  whieh  the  Almiditv 

has  not  bestowed^    and  sliall  I  think  it  a  diminution  of  my  character  to 

aeknowleil'^e  tlie  various  ififts  of  his   bountv  ? — Has  God  most  liiijli  thou^^ht 

it  worthy  of  his  iiiiiiiite   Majt'sty  to  cMidue  the  creatures  with  such  ]>leasini; 

<pia1ities  as  render  thein  a  delicious  entertainment  to  our  appetites?  and  shall 

I  reek<»n  it  a  mean  unbecoming  employ  to  Ix'ar  witness  to  this  condescendiiii; 

imlulgi'uce  of  the    Deity  ?  .  Particularity  in  recounting  benefits,  is   seldom 

deemed  a  fault.     It  eoiiu's  under  no  such  denomination  in  my  system  of 

ethics.     If  Mr.  AVesli'V  lias  a  better,  in  which  ne'dect  au<l  insensibilitv  aa* 

ranked  among  the  virtues,  I  nui*.t   undoubteilly,  upim  those  principles,  drup 

my  ]»lea.     When'  they  are  coinniendable,  my  conduct  must  be  inexcusable; 

and  if  inexeusabl »,  I  ftar  irreclaimable.     For  I  shall   never  be  ashamed  Ut 

take  a  tish,  a  fowl,  uv  a  fruit  in  my  hand,  and  say,  "  A  pres^-nt  this,  from  my 

all- bountiful  Creator  !     »See  its  beauty,  taste  its  sweetness,  admire  its  excel- 
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Icncy,  and  lovo  and  adore  the  great  Benefactor.  To  ns  he  has  freely 
granted  these  and  other  delights ;  though  he  himself,  in  the  days  of  his  flesh, 
liad  gall  to  eat  and  vinegar  to  drink." 

^*  But  the  mentioning  these  in  such  a  manner,  is  a  strong  encouragement 
of  luxury  and  sensuality."  If  to  enumerate  a  few  of  these  dainties*,  he  a 
strong  encouragement  to  luxury,  how  much  more  to  create  them  all,  and 
clothe  them  with  such  inviting  properties,  and  recommend  them  hy  such 
delicate  attjractives  ?  But  ^'  the  mentioning  them  in  such  a  manner."  What ! 
Is  this  an  encouragement  to  sensuality  ?  To  mention  them  as  so  many 
instances  of  divine  hencficence,  and  so  many  motives  to  human  gratitude  ? 
This,  methinks,  is  the  way  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  our  animal  enjoyments, 
and  to  correct  their  pernicious  tendency.  This  is  the  way  to  endear  their 
adorable  Giver,  and  render  them  incentives  to  love.  And  the  love  of  God  is 
a  better  guard  against  luxury,  a  better  preservative  from  sensuality,  than  all 
the  rigid  rules  of  the  cloister  or  monastery. 

Upon  the  whole,  however  well  affected  Mr.  "Wesley  may  be  to  our  civil, 
he  seems  to  be  a  kind  of  malecontent  with  regard  to  our  spiritual  liberties 
—those,  I  mean,  which  are  consigned  over  to  us  in  the  Magna  Charta  of  the 
gospel. 

We  have  liberty,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  use  not  one  only,  but  every 
creature  of  God ;  and  to  use  tliem  in  a  sanctified  manner,  so  that  they  shall 
not  sensualise  our  affections,  but  refine  and  exalt  them,  by  knitting  our  hearts 
more  inseparably  to  their  munificent  Creator.  According  to  that  clause  in 
the  heavenly  deed,  "  All  things  are  yours."  This  you  would  curtail  and 
diminish. 

We  have  liberty  to  look  upon  ourselves  as  justified  before  God,  without 
any  works  of  our  own ;  made  perfectly  righteous  in  his  sight,  without  any 
}>er8onal  obedience  whatever ;  entirely  through  our  Representative  atid  Surety, 
what  he  has  suffered  in  our  name  and  in  our  stead  ;  according  to  those  gra- 
cious declarations,  "  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness,"  and,  "By  the  obe- 
dience of  one  shall  many  be  made  righteous."  Tliis  you  would  supersede  and 
abolish. 

We  have  liberty  to  claim  and  receive  this  unspeakable  privilege,  without 
performing  any  conditions,  or  seeking  any  prerequisites.  Having  no  other 
qualification  than  that  of  being  lost  sinners,  and  needing  no  other  warrant 
than  the  divine  grant,  made  and  recorded  in  the  word  of  the  gospel.  Accord- 
ing to  that  most  generous  invitation,  "  Come,  buy  wine  and  buy  milk,  with- 
out money  and  withoiit  price."  According  to  that  most  gratuitous  conces- 
fflon,  "  Whoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  lifo  freely."  lliis  you 
wonld  clog  and  embarrass. 

We  have  liberty,  through  our  Lord's  atonement,  to  look  upon  ourselves  as 
made  free  from  all  guilt ;  to  consider  our  sins  as  absolutely  blotted  out,  never 
to  appear  again,  either  to  our  utter  condemnation  or  to  our  least  confusion. 

The  three  first  articles  of  the  charge,  I  think,  are  made  clear,  too  clear  and 
undeniable,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  letters.  Should  you  challenge  mo 
to  prove  the  hist,  I  refer  you  to  your  assize  sermon.  There  you  tell  us,  that 
the  sins  of  true  believers,  as  well  as  of  unbelievers,  will  be  brought  to  light, 
and  exposed  before  the  whole  world,  at  the  day  of  universal  judgment. 

Here  I  must  do  you  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that*  you  have  not.^  aa  in. 

•  The  Scripture  calls  them  roya\  da\\it\es.  ^^u.  'i^t.^'L^* 

0.^2 
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your  epistolary  animitdvcnions  on  Aspasio,  require<l  your  audience  to  aflsnitt 
inen'ly  bocaiiso  you  atfinn.  You  atteiii])t  to  ctitablish  your  opinion  by  tW 
authority  of  Solomon,  "  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  wid 
every  stvrot  tliinfr,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  b€i  e\il."  But  yon  seen 
to  forget,  that  the  sins  of  the  iK^licver  arc  ra  fuj  ovra^ — Tilings  that  are  not 
*'  Christ  has  blotted  out,  as  a  thick  cloud,  our  transgres^sions ;  yea,  as  a  thii 
c^ond,  our  sins,"  Isa.  xliv.  22.  C7onsider  them  as  moral  stains,  or  causn  d 
defilement ;  they  are  washed  away  by  the  blood  of  Jesus :  and  surely  the 
blood  of  (iod  must  have  as  powerful  an  effei't  on  our  souls,  as  the  watenof 
Jonhm  had  upon  Xaauian's  lx)dy,  2  Kings  v.  14.  Consider  them  asciintract- 
iug  guilt,  or  deserving  punishment ;  they  arc  vacated,  they  are  disannulled, 
anil,  like  the  neape-goat,  dismissed  into  the  pathless  inaccessible  wildcmesi; 
^*  when  sought  for,  they  }<h all  not  be  found."  Consider  tliem  in  either  of 
these  ri»siKH.'t>*,  or  under  any  other  character,  and  they  are  not  only  eoverri 
or  secreted,  but  abolished  ;  just  a^  the  darkness  of  the  night  is  abolished  Ij 
the  splendour  of  the  clear,  S(.*rene,  delightful  morning. 

Bring  to  our  sight,  if  you  can,  the  millstone  that  is  cast  into  the  depths  of 
the  sea;  restore  to  its  f«inner  eonsisti*nce  the  cloud  that  is  dissolved  in  min; 
or  tind  one  dreg  of  filthiness  in  the  new-fallen  snow.  Tlien  may  those  ini- 
quities be  brought  again  into  notic(\  which  have  l>een  done  away  by  the 
IliiXh-priest  of  our  profession ;  which  have  been  expiated  by  the  perfect,  moK 
effectual,  and  glorious  oblation  of  himself.  Ilis  peo]>le,  when  rising  from 
the  bed  of  death,  will  "  have  no  ivaytv  conscience  of  sin  "  in  themselves:  they 
an^  fully  an«l  for  ever  free  from  the  accusation  of  others :  so  free,  that  ^d 
shall  not  so  much  as  Ik*  mentioned  unto  them  ;  no,  nor  even  remend)ered  bj 
the  Lord  their  God  any  mon\  They  are  made  holy,  unblamable,  and  unre- 
provabh*  in  his  sight.  And  they  shall  be  presented  at  the  great  day,  with- 
\}\\i  spot,  f)r  wrinkh*,  or  any  such  thing. 

Thus  may  we,  and  thus  may  <jur  readers  be  presentt^d  !  So  shall  we  meot 
each  other  with  comfort  at  the  awful  tribunal ;  with  joy  amidst  the  angels  of 
light,  and  with  everlasting  transport  around  the  throne  of  the  Lamb.  To 
])romote  this  hlessi'd  event  is  the  s(de  aim  of  these  remonstrances,  and  the 
mifeigni^d  desire  of.  Reverend  Sir,  your,  &c. 
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Ri:vEREM)  Sir, — Mv  hist  concluded  with  a  sketch  of  our  Christian  liWrtv, 
extracted  from  the  charter  of  the  gospel.  AVe  have  liWrty  to  use  all  the 
creatures;  and,  in  a  sanetifie<l  manner,  to  consider  ourselves  as  made  j>erfectly 
righteous  through  the  ol>eilience  of  Ciirist ;  to  rireive  this  grand  premgative 
without  performing  any  conditions  ;  to  look  upon  all  our  sins  as  totally  and 
finallv  done  awav,  tlirou'di  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

lVrha])S  you  will  ask.  Where  is  your  liberty  fnmi  the  power  of  sin  ?  Dixjs 
not  this  come  within  tluMxttnt  of  your  charter?  Most  certainly.  You 
injure  our  doctrine,  if  you  deny  it.  We  are  undone  irre])arably,  if  we  con- 
tinue destitute  of  it.  Kvery  otiier  imnumity,  without  this  crowning  privi- 
lege, would  be  like  tlie  niagnifieent  jjalaee  an<l  the  beautiful  gardens  of 
Pharaoh,  while  swarms  of  h)eusts  filled  them  with  their  loathed  intnisinn. 

But  observe,  Sir,  freedom  from  the  dominion  of  sin,  is  the  result  of  all  the 
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preceding  blessings.  By  revealing  these  in  oiir  hearts,  and  Christ  the  author 
of  them,  the  Holy  Spirit  acts  as  the  Spirit  of  liberty.  You  are  a  philosopher ; 
you  understand  the  theory  of  light.  From  the  association  of  various  rays,  or 
the  mixture  of  many  parent  colours,  springs  that  first  of  elements,  and  best 
of  material  gifts,  light.  So  from  the  iniion  and  united  enjoyment  of  all  those 
heavenly  treasures,  springs  that  most  desirable  liberty,  the  "  liberty  of  right- 
eousness." Tliis  is  that  truth  which  makes  us  free  ;  this  is  that  knowledge 
by  which  we  are  renewed  after  the  imago  of  him  that  created  us ;  and  these 
are  the  exceeding  precious  promises  by  which  wo  are  partakers  of  the  divine 
nature.  Hence  we  are  taught  to  love  the  Lord  our  God,  and  to  delight  in 
his  adorable  perfections.  By  this  means  they  look  with  a  smiling  aspect  upon 
118,  and  are  unspeakably  amiable  to  us.  Under  such  views,  we  say  of  sin, 
we  say  of  all  our  evil  and  comipt  affections,  '^  Do  not  I  hate  them,  O  Lord, 
that  hate  thee  ?  And  am  I  not  grieved  with  those  that  rise  up  against  thee  ? 
I  hate  them  with  a  perfect  hatred  :  I  count  them  mine  enemies." 

**  Our  Saviour  s  obedience."  Tliis  phrase  disgusts  Mr.  Wesley.  Therefore 
he  cries,  "  O  say  with  the  good  old  Puritans,  our  Saviour  s  death  and  meriUt' 
Aspasio  speaks  with  St.  Paul,  "  By  the  obedience  of  one.^^  He  speaks  with 
St.  Peter,  "  Faith  in  the  righteousness  of  our  God  and  Saviour."  He  speaks 
with  the  prophets  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah,  ^'  In  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness ;" 
and,  *^  Jehovah  is  our  righteousncas."  Having  these  precedents,  he  need  not 
be  very  solicitous  who  else  is  for  him,  or  who  is  against  liim. 

Though  not  very  solicitoiis  about  this  matter,  he  is  somewhat  surprised  at 
your  vehement  address  ;  that  you  should  exhort  him  so  earnestly  to  '^  speak 
with  the  good  old  Puritans."  Has  not  your  printer  committed  a  mistake  ? 
Did  not  the  clause  stand  thus  in  your  manuscript  ?  "  With  my  good  friends 
the  Arminians."  Tliey  indeed  di8aj)prove  this  expression,  because  it  is, 
when  rightly  understood,  a  dagger  in  the  heart  of  their  cause ;  but  as  to  the 
Puritans,  they  are,  one  and  all,  on  the  contrary  side :  their  language  is  in 
perfect  unison  with  Aspasio's ;  they  glory  in  the  meritorious  obedience  of 
their  great  Mediator ;  they  extol  his  imputed  righteousness  in  almost  every 
page,  and  pour  contempt  upon  all  other  works  compared  with  their  Lord's. 
What  will  not  an  aiithor  affirm,  who  ventures  to  affirm  or  insinuate  that  the 
Puritan  writers  disuse  this  manner  of  speaking  ?  For  my  part,  I  know  not 
any  set  of  writers  in  the  world  so  eminently  remarkable  for  this  very  doctrine, 
and  this  very  diction.  I  said,  in  a  former  letter,  we  would  inquire  into  this 
particular ;  but  the  inquiry  is  quite  unnecessary.  It  would  be  like  Uriel's 
searching  for  the  sun,  while  he  stands  in  its  orb,  and  is  surrounded  with  its 
lustre. 

"We  swarm  with  Antinomians."  And  we  must  swarm  with  persons 
whose  hearts  are  enmity  against  the  law  of  God,  so  long  as  your  tenets  find 
acceptance.  Who  can  delight  in  a  law,  which  neither  has  b(*en,  nor  can  be 
fulfilled  by  them  ;  which  bears  witness  against  them,  and  is  the  ministration 
of  death  unto  them ;  testifying,  like  the  hand-writing  on  Belshazzar's  wall, 
**  thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  found  wanting  ?"  Whereas,  when 
we  see  it  fully  satisfied  on  our  behalf,  by  our  Surety's  obedience  ;  no  longer 
denouncing  a  curse,  but  pronouncing  us  blessed ;  not  pursuing  us,  like  the 
avenger  of  blood,  but  opening  a  city  of  refuge  for  the  safety  of  our  souls  ;  we 
shall  then  bo  reconciled  to  its  constitution  and  dca\gn.  *,  y? <i  ^\\;s}\  >\vjiw  \sS^^ 
pleasure  in  its  precepts  and  prohibitions ;  wc  4j\m\\  aay  >n\W\  >\\^  ^>£S^«s»s^ 


As  Mr.  Wesley  is  a  sinner,  I  wondc 
foundation  of  his  own  and  our  hope.     ^A 
to  put  our  tnist  in  mercy,  erecting  its  th 
holding  forth  tlie  golden  sceptre  ?     By  tl 
is  satisfied  as  to  its  penalty,  is  fulfilled  ; 
respect  unspeakably  magnified.     Tliis  slio 
mercy  unsealed,  and  every  obstruction  to  i 

As  Mr.  Wesley  is  zealous  for  the  honoui 
prefer  that  method  of  salvation,  by  whic 
abundantly  glorified.  Tliis  is  not  done  by 
from  mercy  alone ;  but  by  expecting  and 
deemer's  righteousness  and  blood.  Then 
infinite  love,  but  of  inflexible  justice,  and  i 
tliey  mingle  their  beams,  and  shine  forth  wi 

Considering  these  things,  I  am  still  iucli 
pretation  of  this,  and  such  like  passages  of 
ascribed  to  divine  mercy  exercised  throuj 
Christ ;  which  gives  as  great  a  heightenin 
sphere  gives  to  the  rays  of  light,  or  as  the  lig 
creation. 

"Those  divine  treasures  which  spring  f 
righteousness."     "  Not  a  word  of  his  atonii 
turn  back  to  Aspasio's  definition  of  this  pi 
beginning  of  the  conference,  to  be  the  grounc 
all  the  letters.     You  will  then  perceive  that 
but  Christ's  atoning  blood  is  included  in  it. 
had  not  been  perfect.     Withon*  ♦^'-  '  * 
Some  n/*'--' 
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both  his  meritorious  life  and  his  atoning  blood.  The  (/randest  theme:  consider 
all  those  blessings  which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  God's  people,  before  our 
Saviour  appeared  on  earth  ;  add  all  the  blessings  which  will  be  vouchsafed, 
until  the  consummation  of  all  things  :  consider  all  that  good  which  is  com- 
prised in  a  deliverance  from  the  nethermost  hell ;  together  with  all  that  bliss 
which  is  contained  in  the  pleasures  and  glories  of  the  heavenly  state :  all 
iheso  to  bo  enjoycil  through  a  boundless  eternity — and  by  multitudes  of 
Tedcemed  sinners,  numberless  as  the  sands  upon  the  sea-shore.  Then  ask. 
What  is  the  procuring  cause  of  all  ?  Whence  do  these  inestimable  benefits 
proceed  ?  From  the  righteousness,  the  solo  righteousness-  of  Jesus  Clirist. 
Is  it  not  then  worthy  to  bo  uppermost  in  our  thoughts,  and  foremost  on  our 
tongues  ?  Might  not  the  very  stones  cry  out,  and  reproach  our  insensibility, 
if  we  did  not  lovo  to  talk  of  this  divinely  gracious  righteousness  ? 

Faith  is  a  persuasion,  that  Christ  has  shed  his  blood /or  me^  and  fulfilled 
all  righteousness  in  my  stead.  "  I  can  by  no  means  subscribe  to  this  defini- 
tion." You  might  very  safely  subscribe  to  this  definition,  if  you  would 
suffer  St.  Peter  to  speak  his  genuine  sentiments.  Describing  the  faith  of  tho 
primitive  Christian,  he  calls  it  Uumv  €v  dtxaioo-vi^, — Faith  in  the  righteousness. 
He  says  nothing  of  the  atoning  blood  :  but  does  ho  therefore  exclude  it  ?  IIo 
speaks  of  nothing  but  the  justifying  righteousness:  and  will  you  totally 
discard  it  ?  It  is  the  central  point  in  his  faith,  and  shall  it  have  no  place  in 
yours  ?  Righteousness^  ho  assures  us,  was  the  object  of  the  believer'^s  faith, 
even  the  righteousness  "  of  our  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  But  how 
could  this  be  the  object  of  their  faith,  if  it  was  not  fulfilled  in  their  stead  ? 
Or  how  could  they  tnily  believe  in  this  righteousness,  if  they  did  not  regard 
it  as  performed  for  them,  and  imputed  to  them  ? 

*'  There  are  hundreds,  yea  thousands,  of  true  believers,  who  never  onco 
thought,  one  way  or  tho  other,  of  Christ's  fulfilling  all  righteousness  in  their 
stead."  Then  their  faith  is  like  the  sight  of  the  person  who  saw  men  as 
trees  walking.  He  saw  them,  indeed,  but  very  dimly,  indistinctly,  confusedly. 
And  it  is  pity  but  they  were  more  thoroughly  instructed  unto  the  kingdom 
of  God.  Not  one  of  those  thousands,  provided  he  fixes  his  hope  wliolly  upon 
the  merits  of  Christ,  would  reject  this  delightful  truth,  if  it  was  offered  with 
scriptural  evidence  to  his  understanding.  Reject  it !  No,  surely.  Ho 
would  joyfully  embrace  it,  if  offered,  with  that  single  but  undeniable  evidence, 
"  Christ  was  made  sin  for  us,  though  he  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  mado 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." 

**  You  personally  know  many,  who  to  this  hour  have  no  idea  of  Christ's 
righteousness."  Surely,  then,  it  behoves  you,  as  a  lover  of  souls,  and  as  an 
ambassador  of  Christ,  to  teach  them  the  way  of  God  more  perfectly.  So 
doing,  you  will  bo  employed  much  more  suitably  to  your  function,  and  much 
more  profitably  to  your  brethren,  than  in  your  present  attempt  ;  by  which 
you  would  weaken  the  hands,  and  defeat  the  designs,  of  those  who  endeavour 
to  spread  abroad  the  savour  of  this  knowledge  in  every  place ;  and  who, 
notwithstanding  all  that  you  personally  know,  must  unalterably  persist  in  their 
method ;  which  is,  to  regulate  their  definition  of  faith,  not  by  the  state  of 
your  supposed  believers,  but  by  tho  express  declaration  of  the  unerring  word. 
And  from  this  they  have  authority  to  maintain,  that  faith  in  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Christ  is  a  fundamental  principle  to  cxcrf  \iOLViN^\^\va>\\N^six- 
stands  upon  what  foundation  ho  is  saved. 


[.KTTEIIS  TO  TlIB 

uiigh  tticf  liare  no  idea  of  Cloist'a  >igfatemiB- 
Jivine  evideoce  and  conviction, — Cbriit  kwrd 

111',  anil  piivi'  iiiniHt'lf  Tiir  inn,"  In  this  case,  do  not  you  take  rather  ttM 
icli  n|ii>n  yiiii  i  J  Live  ymi  tlien  the  apostolical  gift  of  discerning  spnritu? 
r  iiijf,  it  «ill  I".'  lm|)ii-;-:;lilr'  fur  you  to  know  tlio  nmn,  exclusive  of  yoonel^ 
linly  iiij.fiL's-ii'il  I  if  tliis'livino  evidence.  You  may  form  a  charitable 
i<r  n.  [iT-i-vailiii;.'  Iiiijii; ;  which  seems  to  he  the  utmost  you  caa 
y  cliiini  «Jlh  ri-;^'ard  to  others.  And  while  you  entertain  tliii 
hall  nllow  it  til  iuiiifate  the  benevolence  of  your  heart,  but  cannot 
'I  prfiof  of  ^'(lll^  |uiiiit  "  That  people  may  be  full  of  faith  and  lore, 
I  iiiii  iif  (  lirisl  'i  righteousness  "  We  would  also  caution  yon  to 
Ii  st,  thn  ii:;h  nil  ininmilemte  fiindiieas  fur  inereasmg  tUe  number  of 
n  \  [  irL  1  d  t'lihccne  jonrstlf  and  others  ,  registering  thoK 
r  I  111  till  Tord  h-ith  not  registered  By  this  means,  yoo 
III  I  I  I  11  \  iir  uii-M.ri|itural  notion,  that  the  nghteoua  fall  sway 
till  1  I  u-.t  iii/L  vilicreas,  they  who  fall  away  were  righteous 
iLirijiLL  iind  tliiv  who  apustatinc  ncrc  nu  otherwise  than  prufes- 
Jthfiil      A\hat  >ou  sec  drop  from  the  sky  is  not  a  star,  but  a 

I  '       1  uImJi  neeiNes  ill  that  is  laid  up  m  Clinst.     Aspaao 
1  (.iirist  19  a  itorc house  of  all  good       AVhatuver  is 

r  _iiilt,  whitLNor  isitpedicnt  forrtncwingour  natuic, 

II  [     il  ii>7  liir  ih(  ctemil  fruition  of  God — alt  this  is  laid  up 
1      II    i)  P-,  1     r  mud  b\    filth,   for  our  application,  use,   and 

J       tli-  llr   A\i'-h>    Mihjoins   a  nord  of  ohjection,  hut  not  in 
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has  faith  wrought  ?  It  purifies  and  exalts  the  afiections ;  it  invigorates  and 
ennobles  the  soul ;  makes  it  bold  to  undertake,  and  strong  to  execute,  every 
great  and  heroic  work.  I  see,  therefore,  it  is  not  in  vain  that  the  Scripture 
so  frequently  inculcates  faith,  lays  so  remarkable  a  stress  upon  faith,  and 
places  it  in  the  very  front  of  all  Christian  duties."  "  This  is  the  victory  that 
overcometh  the  world,"  overcometh  self,  overcometh  all  things. 

"  How  could  he  (Abraham)  justify  it  to  the  world  ?  Not  at  all."  True ; 
not  to  the  unbelieving  world.  They  will  argue,  as  Mr.  Wesley  on  another 
occasion :  ^^  What !  stab  his  son,  his  best  beloved,  his  only  son,  to  the  heart  ? 
Could  the  God  of  goodness  command  such  a  piece  of  barbarity  ?  Impossible ! 
I  could  sooner  be  a  Deist,  yea,  an  Atheist,  than  I  could  believe  this.  It  is 
less  absurd  to  deny  the  very  being  of  a  God,  than  to  make  him  an  almighty 
tyrant."  But  to  the  believing  world,  who  fear  the  Lord,  and  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  his  servants,  Abraham's  conduct  will  never  stand  in  need  of  a  vindi- 
cation. By  them  it  will  be  highly  extolled,  and  greatly  admired.  It  will 
be  an  undeniable  demonstration  of  the  reality  and  sincerity  of  his  faith,  of  its 
very  superior  elevation  and  invincible  strength. 

*'*'  You  take  the  direct  and  certain  way  to  obtain  substantial  comfort.  The 
righteousness  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  after  which  you  inquire,  about  which 
you  are  solicitous,  is  a  never-failing  source  of  consolation."  Tlius  Aspasio 
writes  to  Theron.  "  What !  without  the  atonement  ? "  cries  Mr.  Wesley. 
To  which  he  adds,  in  a  following  paragraph,  *"*"  So  the  death  of  Christ  is  not 
so  much  as  named."  This  puts  me  in  mind  of  an  objection,  no  very  formid- 
able one,  made  against  that  introductory  exhortation  to  the  Common  Prayer, 
"  Dearly  beloved  brethren."  So,  then,  said  a  candid  examiner,  icomen  have 
no  part  in  your  worship  ;  they  are  not  so  much  as  named.  But  I  forbear. 
If  you  are  not  ashamed  of  repeating,  I  am  ashamed  of  refuting,  so  frequently 
refuting,  such  an  empty  cavil ;  and  I  believe  the  reader  is  tired  with  us  both. 

I  have  no  great  objection  to  your  alteration  of  Aspasio^s  comment.  Sup- 
pose we  compromise  matters,  and  consider  the  oil  poured  on  Aaron'*s  head, 
and  emptying  itself  from  Zechariairs  olive-tree,  as  typical  both  of  the  merits 
and  the  Spirit  of  Christ ;  which,  like  light  and  heat  in  the  sun,  are  indis- 
solubly  connected;  or,  to  make  use  of  a  sacred  illustration,  are  like  tho 
living  creatures  and  the  wheels  in  Ezekiers  vision :  "  When  the  living  crea- 
tures went,  the  wheels  went  by  them ;  when  the  living  creatures  were  Hft 
up  from  the  earth,  the  wheels  were  lift  up."  Whithersoever  the  former 
were  to  go,  the  latter  went  also.  For  the  sake  of  obliging  Mr.  Wesley,  I 
call  this  a  compromise.  But  if  he  can  prevail  on  himself  to  read  the  para- 
phrase on  the  two  passages  without  prepossession,  he  will  find  this  association 
of  senses  anticipated  by  Aspasio. 

**•  Has  the  law  any  demand?"  says  Aspasio :  "It  must  go  to  Christ  for 
satisfaction."  From  which  you  draw  this  injurious  consequence,  "  Then  I 
am  not  obliged  to  love  my  neighbour :  Christ  has  satisfied  the  demand  of  the 
law  for  me."     This  objection  has  already  received  an  answer. 

I  shall  therefore  content  myself  with  shewing  why  I  call  your  conclusion 
injurious  ;  because,  like  the  deaf  adder,  it  stoppeth  the  ear  cigainst  my  own 
explication  of  my  own  phrase.  A  note  is  added,  on  purpose  to  limit  its 
sense,  and  obviate  your  misrepresentation.  This  you  totally  disregard,  and 
argue  as  if  no  such  precaution  was  used.  The  note  informs  you^  that  the 
iatr,  the  commaDiUng  law,  is  satisfied  w\t\\  hoWyvh^  V^  >\\^S!l  Y^^vijev.  ^5safc- 


l^frejudicc  has  not  blinded  his  understandii 
docs  ho  not  shew  the  same  dissatisfaction 
Joseph,  and  with  Zechariah,  the  Baptist's  1 
^'  Ho  shall  save  his  people  from  their  sins." 
give  knowledge  of  salvation  unto  his  pcopl 
Why  does  he  not  put  the  same  question 
inference  upon  them  ?     "  But  what  becomes 
Mr.  Wesley  is  so  attached  to  the  Scriptun 
but  scriptural  expressions.     Here  he  is  so 
scriptursd  expressions  will  not  pass  current, 
own  notions. 

**For  all  his  people." — From  this  exprcsi 
authorised  by  an  angel,  and  to  bo  found  in 
Wesley  deduces  somo  very  offensive  and  drea< 
that  he  ''  would  sooner  be  a  Turk,  a  Deist,  3 
believe  them."*^  My  dear  Sir,  let  me  give  3 
before  you  turn  Turk,  or  Deist,  or  Atheist : 
Aaneit  man.  They  will  all  disown  you,  if  you 
of  common  honesty. 

Methinks  I  hear  you  saying,  writh  somo  ei 
this  advice  ?  or  what  relation  has  this  to  the  i 
— A  pretty  near  relation.  Out  of  zeal  to  den 
you  scruple  not  to  overleap  the  bounds  of  inl 
still !  I  know  not  what  you  aim  at. — ^Then 
in  your  book  on  Original  Sin ;  where  you  ha 
quotation  from  my  Dialogues.  It  relates  to  t 
Clirist  becoming  the  representative  —  ' 
occasion  Afn^**'^- 
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which  he  knew  to  be  of  a  critical  and  controverted  import  ?  Perhaps  it 
might  be  the  printer  8  fault,  an  error  of  the  press.  I  wonld  willingly  have 
admitted  one  of  these  extenuating  circumstances,  till  I  came  to  the  bottom 
of  the  page  ;  where,  to  my  great  astonishment,  I  found  the  following  words, 
enclosed  within  the  marks  of  the  same  quotation,  and  ascribed  to  Aspasio  : 
**  All  these  expressions  demonstrate,  that  Adam  (as  well  as  Christ)  was  a 
representative  of  all  mankinds"  Then  I  could  no  longer  forbear  crying  out, 
**  There  is  treachery,  O  Ahaziah !"  A  false  quotation,  not  made  only,  but 
repeated,  cannot  be  owing  to  negligence,  but  must  proceed  from  design  ;  and 
this,  I  should  think,  can  never  be  defended,  no,  nor  with  a  good  grace 
excused,  by  Mr.  Wesley's  most  devoted  admirers.  A  studious  alteraUon  of 
our  words,  and  an  evident  perversion  of  their  meaning,  are  defensible  by  no 
arguments,  are  excusable  on  no  occasion. 

^'  Quite  inexcusable  this  practice."  And  is  not  your  language  equally 
offensive?  Is  not  your  conclusion  very  precipitate,  when  you  suppose 
Aspasio,  though  using  the  words  of  Scripture,  yet  representing  God  as  ^'  an 
almighty  tyrant?"  Surely  you  had  better  forbear  such  horrid  and  shocking 
expressions ;  especially  as  you  cannot  deny,  that  many  passages  in  Scripture 
seem  at  least  to  countenance  this  obnoxious  tenet ;  as  you  very  well  know, 
that  many  persons  eminent  for  their  learning,  and  exemplary  in  their  lives, 
have  written  in  defence  of  it,  and  bled  for  the  confirmation  of  it ; — as  we 
have  proofs  more  than  a  few,  that  you  arc  far  from  being  infallible  in  your  judg- 
ment, yea,  far  from  being  invariable  in  your  opinion — witness  your  former 
notions  of  matrimony — witness  the  character  you  formerly  gave  of  the 
Moravian  Brethren,  and  the  esteem  which  you  once  had  for  the  mystics  and 
their  writings.  Considering  yourself,  therefore,  it  would  better  become  you 
to  be  diffident  on  such  a  subject,  and  say,  ''  That  which  I  know  not.  Lord, 
teach  thou  me.*'  And  I  imagine  it  can  never  become  you,  on  any  subject 
whatever,  to  break  out  into  such  language  as  ought  not  to  be  named  among 
Christians ;  ought  to  have  no  place  but  in  the  bottomless  pit.  This  is  an 
admonition,  which,  while  I  suggest  to  you.  Sir,  I  charge  on  myself. 

The  three  following  paragraphs  relate  to  a  doctrine,  which  you  are  fond  to 
attack,  and  which  Aspasio  studiously  declines.  It  constitutes  no  part  of  his 
plan.  It  forms  not  so  much  as  the  outworks.  Be  it  demolished  or  esta- 
blished, the  grand  'privilege,  and  the  invaluable  blessing  of  justification 
through  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  remains  unshaken,  stands  immovable.  In 
applying  this  to  ourselves,  we  proceed  neither  upon  universal  nor  particular 
redemption,  but  only  upon  the  divine  grant  and  the  divine  invitation.  We 
assure  ourselves  of  present  and  eternal  salvation  through  this  perfect  right- 
eousness, not  as  persons  elected,  but  as  persons  warranted  by  the  word  of 
God,  bound  by  the  command  of  God,  and  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Tiiere- 
forc,  while  you  are  encountering  this  doctrine,  I  would  be  looking  unto  Jesus ; 
be  viewing  the  glory  of  my  Lord ;  contemplating  his  perfection,  and  my  own 
completeness  in  him. 

If  I  divert,  for  a  moment,  from  this  delightful  object,  it  is  only  to  touch 
upon  one  of  your  remonstrances.  You  suppose,  that  according  to  the  Cal- 
vinistic  scheme,  God  denies  what  is  necessary  for  ]yesent  comfort  and  final 
acceptance,  even  to  some  who  sincerely  seek  it.  This  is  contrary  to  Scrip- 
ture, and  no  less  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  your  opponents.  However,  to 
conRnn  yourself  in  thia  misapprehension,  you  aak,  ^^  \^  wjW  '^ w\  ^vsk^j  SX*  \» 
any,  if  it  were  in  your  power?"     To  shew  the  cttot  oil  «^x'5^\ ^ ^fcxsliv\!ftsi\iN^^ 
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ukI  tlic  fallacy  of  such  rcaaoniog,  I  alioH  jiiat  iiwiition  a  roiTi;ut  tuclanchuly 
foot. 

News  is  brought,  that  the  Prince  George  man-of-wrvr,  AiliiiimJ  BmOcridt't 
Itwn  ship,  is  burnt,  and  sunk,  and  abovi;  four  bnuiliwl  euiiU  thut  wi 
Ixiard  are  perislicd.  Sla  hours  the  flames  pravaijod,  wliih>  lyvcty  iman 
need  to  preserve  the  ship  and  crow ;  but  a1]  ti)  aii  puqnMc.  In  tbu 
time,  shrieks  and  groans,  bitter  mewninga,  and  pietving  critfs,  vretr 
Erom  every  quarter.  Raving,  despair,  and  even  madnttsu,  prrsmttwl  thm- 
•elves  in  a  variety  of  ruruis.  Some  ran  to  and  fro,  diBlrautcd  with  Urm^ 
Dot  knowing  what  they  did,  or  what  they  should  do.  Others  jnropnl  ona^ 
\Kaid  from  all  parts  ;  and  to  avoid  the  pursuit  of  one  dctath,  liuijied  into  ihv 
laws  of  another.  Those  unhappy  wretches  who  eould  not  swim  were  vltKgtiji^ 
^  remain  upon  the  wreck,  though  flakes  of  fire  fell  nn  tlictr  hoih' 
ilie  masts  went  away,  and  killed  numben).  Tliose  whu  wen-  nut  kQIeil, 
thought  themselves  happy  to  g«t  upon  the  floating  timlier.  Xor  yet 
Ihey  safe  ;  for,  the  fire  having  communicated  itaulf  to  the  guns,  which 
ioadod  and  sliottcd,  they  swept  multitudes  from  this  their  last  rvfu^.  Wlult 
»y  you,  Sir,  to  this  dismal  narrative  ?  Does  nnt  your  heart  bleed  i  Wmilds 
^ou  have  stood  by,  and  denied  your  succour,  if  it  had  been  in  yonr  puwur  Is 
lielp  ?  Would  not  you  have'  done  your  utmost  to  prevent  the  iatnl  cat»' 
itrophe  ?  Yet  the  Lord  saw  this  e^remc  distress.  He  heard  tlM!tr  ptemi> 
noans.  Ho  was  able  to  savo  tlicni,  >'et  withdrew  his  aMstunoe.  How, 
Mcntise  you  would  gladly  have  sneooureil  them  if  yon  could,  anit  Gud 
Ailmighty  could,  but  would  not  send  them  aid  ;  will  you  therefore  eondodcs 
Jiat  you  are  above  your  Lord,  and  that  your  loving-kindness  is  greater  Him 
lis?      I   will    not   oiler   to  cbartre  anv  si    ' 
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Farther,  the  banquet,  you  will  readily  allow,  is  the  pardon  of  sin,  and 
peace  with  God,  the  divine  Spirit,  and  eternal  life.  From  all  which  uniting 
their  happy  influence,  true  holiness  springs.  To  say  that  holiness  is  the 
wedding  garment  necessary  for  our  introduction  to  this  banquet,  savours  of 
absurdity  ;  like  saying,  holiness  is  necessary  to  holiness.  It  is  absolute 
legality ;  for  it  makes  the  performance  of  all  duties  the  way  to  the  Redeemer  s 
grace :  it  implies  an  absolute  impossibility ;  the  sinner  that  can  exercise 
holiness  before  he  receives  Christ  and  his  Spirit,  is  like  the  dead  man  who 
arises  and  walks  before  he  is  restored  to  life. 

Tlie  grand  end  which  God  proposes  in  all  his  favourable  dispensations  to 
fiillen  man,  is  to  demonstrate  the  sovereignty  of  his  grace.  '*  Not  so." 
Do  you  mean,  Aspasio  has  not  spoken  so  ?  that  you  have  misrepresented  his 
sense  ?  have  clip])ed  and  disfigured  his  coin  ?  If  this  is  your  meaning,  you 
speak  an  undoubted  truth,  llis  words  are,  ^'  To  demonstrate  the  sovereignty, 
and  advance  the  glory  of  his  grace.'*"'  "Wliy  did  you  suppress  the  last  clause  ? 
Was  you  afraid  it  would  supply  the  deficiency  which  you  charge  qji  Aspasio, 
and  express  the  idea  of  imparting  happiness?  If  so,  your  fears  are  just 
enough.  Why  did  you  not  take  into  consideration  those  texts  of  Scripture 
with  which  Aspasio  confirms  his  tenet  ?  Ought  not  you  to  have  overthrown 
those  testimonies  before  you  deny  his  doctrine  ?  otherwise  you  oppose  your 
own  authority  to  the  decision  of  a  prophet  and  of  an  apostle. 

"  Not  so,"  proceeds  Mr.  Wesley :  "  To  impart  happiness  to  his  creatures 
is  his  grand  end  herein."  The  devout  prophet  speaks  otherwise,  "  I  have 
created  him  for  my  glory."  The  wise  moral ist  speaks  otherwise,  "  The 
Lord  hath  created  all  things  for  himself."  The  holy  apostle  speaks  otherwise. 
**  To  the  praise  and  glory  of  his  grace."  From  which,  and  from  innumerable 
other  places  of  Scripture ;  from  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  Supreme  Being,  it  appears,  that  the  primary  leading  aim,  in  all 
God's  works,  and  all  God's  dispensations,  is  his  own  glory.  The  felicity  of 
his  creatures,  though  not  separated  from  it,  though  evidently  included  in  it, 
is  still  subordinate  to  it.  And  surely  it  is  very  meet  and  right  so  to  be. 
Can  there  be  a  nobler  end,  or  more  worthy  of  an  infinitely  wise  agent,  than 
the  display  of  those  sublime  perfections,  for  which,  and  through  which,  and 
to  which,  are  all  things  ?  Could  God  make  any  other  being  the  principal 
end  of  his  acting,  he  would  undeify  himself,  and  give  his  glory  to  another. 
Does  any  creature  imagine  his  own  happiness  to  be  a  liigher  end  than  the 
divine  glory  ?  He  thereby  usurps  the  Godlicad,  making  as  far  as  in  him 
lies,  Jehovah  the  subject  and  himself  the  sovereign. 

"  Barely  to  demonstrate  his  sovereignty."  The  word  barely  is  not  used  by 
Aspasio.  But  it  gives  another  specimen  of  Mr.  Wesley's  integrity  in  stat- 
ing truth,  and  doing  justice  to  his  opponents.  It  is  not  said,  the  sole,  but 
the  grand  end.  Therefore,  would  any  unprejudiced  person  conclude,  there 
must  be  some  other,  though  inferior  purpose.  "  No,"  says  Mr.  Wesley ; 
"  hence  I  infer,  that  it  was  barely  to  demonstrate  his  sovereignty."  Do  you 
so  ?  Then  your  inference  is  of  a  piece  with  the  quotation — that  as  valid 
as  this  is  faithful. 

"  Barely  to  demonstrate  his  sovereignty,^^  is  a  principle  of  action  fit  for 
the  great  Turk,  not  for  the  most  high  God.  Such  a  fraudulent  quotation  I 
have  not  often  seen,  no,  not  in  the  critical  reviewers.  To  mark  the  sentence 
with  commas,  and  thereby  assign  it  to  AspasiO)  \%  le^^  ^  tmsjs^ts^\k5m 
eapeciAUjr  after  yon  have  thrust  in  the  word  barely^  vxA  \ov\wi^  ^"S.  VJev^  h^^xw. 
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If  race.  Yuu  have  treated  the  passage  worse  tlian  Naliajsli  king  of  Ammoi 
treated  till*  ain1>ass;idor.s  of  David.  Tlicy  were  a.shaiiii*d  to  show  their  facn, 
uuder  such  marks  (if  abiiso  and  dii^^^racc.  I  am  no  loss  ashamed  of  tlic  ckine, 
as  you  liave  mangled  and  disguised  it :  but  restore  it  to  its  true  state ;  Ift  it 
wear  iUi  native  aspect ;  then  see  wliat  is  bbimable,  or  what  is  offonnvc  in  it 
Tlie  grand  end  whicli  God  ])ro]>oses  in  all  his  favourable  dispensatioiu  ti 
fallen  man,  is,  to  (U'monstrate  the  w»vcreignty,  and  advance  the  glory  of  Ui 
grace.  Tlie yA^r//,  that  it. may  apjwar  rich,  imbounded,  and  uifiniti'ly  isar. 
])assinp:  all  we  can  wish  or  imagine.  Tlie  j»or<*m//w(y,  that  it  may  appes 
fnr,  undi*served,  and  absolutely  indt-peudent  on  any  goodness  in  the  creatuit. 
That  siimt>n<  may  receive  it,  without  waiting  for  any  amiable  qualities,  n 
|)orforming  any  recommending  conditions.  That,  when  received,  it  may  sUyp 
the  mouth  of  1h listing,  may  cut  off  all  pretensions  of  personal  merit,  and 
ti'ach  every  tongue  to  s;iy,  ^'  Not  unto  us,  O  l^ord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  tbj 
name  Ik*  the  ])raijsi?". 

And  shuuld  we  not  greatly  n^joicc  in  this  method  of  the  divine  procedure? 
that  the  Lord  r»rders  all  thingt^  relating  to  our  salvation,  ^^  to  the  ]iraisc  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace  <"  Can  any  thing  Ix;  more  honourable  to  our  nature,  or 
mon»  transporting  to  our  souls  (  Can  any  thing  so  firmly  et^tablish,  or  so 
liighly  exalt  our  hopes  ?  Angels,  principalities,  and  [Hiwers  !  all  intelloGtiul 
creatures,  in  all  aged  and  all  wnrlds,  are  to  look  unto  lu  ;  unto  us  men  they' 
are  to  look,  for  the  most  consununate  disjday  of  God^s  grace.  Our  ex:dta- 
tion  and  felicity  are  to  be  the  mirror,  in  which  the  wondering  cherubim  ftid 
seraphim  will  contemplati*  the  superabundant  goodness  of  Jehovah.  How 
gri>at  nnist  that  lumour  and  that  hap]>ines8  be,  which  an^  intended  to  exhibit 
the  fullest,  fairest,  brightest  view  of  (Jod^s  infinitely  glorious  grace!  How 
sure  must  that  honour  and  that  hajipiuess  1m\  which  are  so  intimately  con- 
n«rtetl  with  tli*'  glory  <if  the  omnipott'nt  King  !  which  can  no  more  fail  of 
their  acrumplislimrnt,  tliau  the  amiable  attributes  of  tlie  Godhead  can  bt^ 
stripped  of  their  lu.stre. 

(io<l  is  II  boundless  oeean  of  good.  ''  Nay,  that  ocean  is  far  fnmi  boundk-ss, 
if  it  wliolly  ])ass«vs  by  nine-tenths  of  nuuikind.*^  What!  if  it  lja<l  pa>S(Hl  bv 
////  mankind,  as  it  certiiiuly  ditl  all  tlu'  ^h'vils,  wt>uld  it  havt^  Ikh-'U  the  K-sj* 
boundless  on  tliat  account  ?  1  wish,  methinks,  vou  would  studv  the  evil  of 
sin  more,  antl  not  so  frequently  obtrude  upon  us  a  subject,  of  which  neither 
you  nor  I  wem  to  be  masters.  Then  we  should  neither  have  hard  tIioui,'lit:i 
of  (Jod  nor  hi;;h  tliou«jhts  of  ourselves. 

*'  Vou  cannot  suj)j»ose  God  would  enter  into  a  fresh  covenant  with  ;m 
insiilvent  and  attainte<l  creature*,^'  Tlieso  are  Asjmsio's  wonls.  To  which 
^Ir.  Wesley  repli«'s,  *"  1  biitli  sup]Ki.se  an<l  know  lie  did.^"*  S»uh cum  itajfrio. 
Then  be  ])le.isi'<l,  Sir,  to  show  us  wh«'re  the  Almighty  ent^'red  into  a  covenant 
with  fallen  Adam;  for  ofliini  we  are  s])eaking.  I'roduce  the  original  deetl  ; 
at  h*ast  favour  us  with  a  transcript  ;  and  we  will  take  your  word  when  it  is 
backed  with  sueli  autlioritv. 

(Jod  made  tlie  new  <*ovenant  with  Christ,  and  charged  him  with  the  per- 
fonnance  of  the  eomlitions.  '*  1  deny  both  these  assertitms.^^  And  what  iji 
your  nason  for  this  denial  ?  Is  it  deduced  from  Scriptiire  ?  Nothing  like 
It.  Js  it  founded  on  the  nature  of  tilings?  Xo  attempt  is  made  towards  it. 
Hut  you  yourself  affinu,  that  thes(»  "assertions  are  the  central  ])oint  wherein 
<  alvinism   and   Antinomiauism  movit."     Ch,  \.\\  Q\.Wt   \vv.%td^.»  tUev  tend  to 
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^fltablish  wliat  you  dislike,  and  to  ovcrtl^^V  wiiat  you  have  tiuglit.  Tliis  is 
gmJl  tlic  cause  which  you  assign  for  yout  denial.  I  cannot  but  wisli,  that, 
-^M'hcnevcr  I  engage  in  controversy,  my  adversary  may  be  furnished  with  such 
^^rgumcuts. 

You  deny  the  assertions  now ;  but  do  you  not  forget  what  you  allowed 

Ld   maintained  a  little  w^hilc  ago,  when  you  yourself,  adopting  a  passage 

Tlicron  and  Aspasio,  called  Christ  "  a  federal  head  ?"     Pray,  what  is  a 

^Scdoral  head,  but  a  |x>rson  with  whom  a  covenant  is  made  in  behalf  of  Iiimself 

id  others?     Here  your  judgment  was  according  to  tnith.     Fit,  perfectly  fit 

Ebr  such  an  oifieo  is  Christ ;  whoso  life  is  all  his  own,  who  is  able  to  merit, 

id  mighty  to  save.     But  absolutely  unfit  for  it,  utterly  incapable  of  it,  is 

^ftUcn  man ;  whose  life  is  forfeited,  whose  moral  ability  is  lost,  and  whoso 

"Texy  nature  is  enmity  against  God. 

**  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chosen  ;  namely,  with  David  my  scr- 
Tant."  True ;  with  David  as  in  Christ,  or  ratlier  as  a  iypa  of  Christ.  You 
cannot  be  ignorant  that  Christ  is  called  by  this  very  name.  The  Lord, 
speaking  by  tlie  prophet  Ezekiel,  says,  *'  I  will  set  up  one  Shepherd  over 
them,  and  he  shall  feed  them,  even  my  servant  David.""  Was  David  be- 
loved *  ?  Christ  was  incomparably  more  so.  W:is  David  God's  chosen  one  ? 
Christ  was  so  likewise,  and  in  a  far  sublimer  sense,  and  for  infinitely  moro 
'  momentous  purposes.  Was  David  God's  servant  V  So  was  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  by  his  8er\-ices  brought  uns|>eakably  greater  honour  to  the  Lord  his  Go<l, 
than  all  kings  on  earth,  and  all  the  princes  of  heaven.  iSi^veral  parts  of  this 
psalm  must  be  applied  to  Clirist ;  and  if  several  of  them  must,  the  principal 
of  them  may  and  ought. 

**  He  will  w^i  you  in  the  blood  which  atones,  and  invest  you  with  tho 
righteousness  which  justifies." — "  "Why  should  you  thus  put  asunder  con- 
tinually what  God  has  joined  ?*'  How  difficult  is  it  to  please  Mr.  Wesley ! 
T\lien  Aspasio  spoke  of  Christ'^s  righteousness,  without  particularly  mention- 
ing his  blood,  you  said  it  was  better  to  mention  them  buth  together ;  it 
behoved  us  never  to  name  the  former  without  tho  latter.  Yet  here,  when 
both  are  mentioned,  and  the  ])artieular  use  of  each  is  8]KK;ified,  you  com- 
plain of  his  putting  asunder  what  God  has  joined ;  which,  in  truth,  is  no 
disjoining,  but  an  illustration  and  amplification  of  tlie  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ. 

God  himself,  at  the  List  day,  ])ronounces  them  righteous,  because  they  aro 
interested  in  the  obedience  of  the  Redeemer.  "  Rather,  because  they  aro 
washed  in  his  blood,  and  renewed  by  his  Spirit."  God  will  justify  them  in 
the  last  day,  in  the  ver>'  same  way  whereby  he  justified  them  in  this  world ; 
namely,  because  they  arc  interested  in  the  obedience  of  the  Redeemer.  As 
for  their  renewal  by  the  Spirit,  though  it  will  then  be  perfect,  yet  it  ^^-ill  bo 
no  cause  of  their  acquittal,  but  the  privilege  of  those  who  are  acquitted.  A 
proof  of  this,  at  least  an  attestation  of  it,  the  world  has  received  from  your 
own  pen :  *'  For  neither  our  own  inward  nor  outward  righteousness  is  the 
ground  of  our  justification.  Holiness  of  heart,  as  well  as  huliness  of  life,  is 
not  the  cause,  but  the  eflcct  of  it.  Tlie  sole  cause  of  (»ur  acceptance  with 
God  18  tlie  righteousness  and  death  of  Christ,  who  fulfilled  GodV  law,  and 
died  in  our  stead.*''  Excellent  sentiments !  In  these  may  I  ever  abide.  To 
these  may  you  also  return. 

*  Beloved. — ^Tbisis  the  meaning  of  Da\\d*ft  naiuv. 
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visionary  sight  of  the  woman-bride,  the  Lamb 
the  sun  of  righteousness,  and  shining  forth  i 
bridegroom's  glory,  he  says  lie  saw  a  iconder^ 
is  indeed ;  so  great,  that  it  calls  for  the  ad 
«angel8.     This  is  one  of  those  glorious  things  t 
unto  us,   "  which  the  angels  desire  to  look  in 
sinful  men  have  the  forgiveness  of  their  sins  tl 
acceptation  of  their  persons  in  him,  "  the  belov 
the  Father'^s  grace,  "  wherein  he  has  aboundec 
and  prudence,"  it  becomes  them  to  admire  an 
out  with  the  apostle,  *^  O  the  depth  of  the  ri( 
knowledge  of  God !     How  unsearchable  are  1 
past  finding  out ! "  Eph.  i.  6,  7)  8  ;  Rom.  xi.  3 
Son  of  God  should  be  made  our  righteousness, 
to  his  complete  justification  before  God,  is  such 
such  a  provision  of  infinite  grace,  for  the  salvati< 
way  becomes  the  great  Jehovah,  and  will  be  th( 
angels ! 

2.  Since  the  justification  of  a  sinner  is  wh 
another,  which  is  a  way  of  life  above  nature 
nature's  light,  and  seen  by  nature's  eye,  or  disco 
and  discerned  by  natural  reason ;  we  may  lei 
necessity  there  is  of  a  supernatural  revelation  t 
receiving  of  this  righteousness,  and  so  of  the  ^ 
This  is  one  of  those  things  that  God  has  prepai 
entered  into  the  heart  of  the  natural  man  to  con 
known  nor  can  understand  ;  and  therefore  dcei 
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»w1edge  of  this  righteousness  must  needs  be  of  tlie  utmost  importaiioo, 
.•e  ignoranoe  of  it,  and  non-submis£uon  to  it,  (which  always  go  together,) 
re  the  soul  in  an  unrighteous  state,  Rom.  ix.  31,  32,  and  x.  3.  All  those 
icrable  souls  who  are  "  ignorant ""  of  Christ's  "  righteousness,  go  about  to 
iblish  their  own  righti^ousness ; "  and,  alas  !  ^'  the  bed  is  shorter  than  that 
lan  can  stretch  himself  upon  it,  and  the  covering  narrower  than  that  he 
wrap  himself  in  it,"  Isa.  xxviii.  20.  There  is  no  true  rest  for  a  sinner 
a  the  works  of  his  own  hands ;  no  covering  for  a  naked  soul  from  the 
leaves  of  its  own  righteousness,  though  ever  so  artfully  sewed  together, 
r  Lord  told  his  disciples,  that  except  their  ''  righteousness  did  exceed  tlie 
iteousness  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  they  should  in  no  case  enter  into 
kingdom  of  heaven,"''*  Matth.  v.  20.  These  Scrilies  and  Pharisees  were 
zealous,  the  religious  men  of  that  age  ;  the  strict  observers  of  Moses'  law, 
t  trusted  in  themselves  that  they  were  righteous  by  their  own  legal 
fonnances,  and  thought  to  get  to  heaven  by  means  thereof.  But  our 
d  declares,  that  none  sfiall  ever  come  there  but  those  who  have  a  better 
iteousness,  a  righteousness  that  exceeds  a  Pharisaical  righteoiisness,  t.  e. 
1  a  righteousness  that  every  way  answers  to  all  the  extensive  requirements 
he  law,  in  heart,  lip,  and  life  ;  and  this  is  no  other  than  the  righteousness 
I^hrist  imputed  to  poor  sinners,  or  made  theirs  by  imputation  ;  in  which, 
ig  completely  justified  according  to  law  and  justice,  they  shall,  as  righteous 
ions,  be  admitted  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  or  into  the  glory  of  the 
venly  state ;  while  all  those  who  trust  in  their  own  righteousness,  and 
ik  they  have  done  many  wonderful  works  which  they  dare  plead  for 
^ptance  with  God,  shall  be  sent  away  from  Christ  into  eternal  misery, 
ha"  Depart  from  me,  ye  workers  of  iniquity,"  Matth.  vii.  22. 
Ind  as  our  Lord,  in  this  his  sermon  upon  the  Mount,  had  been  expounding 
law  of  God  in  its  spirituality,  as  extending  to  the  heart  as  well  as  life ; 

asserting  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  commandments  in  the  same  exten- 
t  manner  that  the  law  required,  in  order  to  make  a  person  righteous  ;  so, 
the  conclusion  thereof,  he  says,  "Therefore,  whosoever  heareth  these 
ings  of  mine,  and  doth  them,  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man,  who 
It  his  house  upon  a  rock ;  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came, 

the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house ;  and  it  fell  not,  for  it  was 
ided  upon  a  rock,"  ver.  24,  25.  These  sayings  of  our  Lord  contain  the 
stance  of  the  moral  law  ;  and  the  doing  of  them  unto  righteousness  beforo 
I,  is  by  believing ;  as  faith  lays  hold  on  Christ,  who  has  obeyed  the  law 
*ectly,  as  the  representative  of  his  people  ;  on  which  account  they  may  be 
i  to  have  done,  or  fulfilled  the  law  in  him,  his  obedience  being  imputed 

0  them  for  their  complete  justification  before  God,  as  the  surety's  payment 
>ng  men  is  accounted  to  the  debtor,  and  is  the  same  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 

as  effectual  for  his  full  discharge,  as  if  he  himself  had  paid  the  debt. 

1  he  that  thus  doth  the  law,  or  these  sayings  of  Christ,  he  likens  him 
ito  a  w^ise  man,  who  built  his  house  upon  a  rock."  It  is  a  piece  of  natural 
dom,  to  lay  a  good  foundation  for  a  stately  structure  ;  and  the  most  firm 
:  any  house  can  be  built  on,  is  that  of  a  rock.  And  he  that  is  spiritually 
ise,  wise  unto  salvation,"  lays  the  whole  stress  of  it,  and  builds  all  his 
e  of  life,  upon  Christ,  the  Rock  of  ages :  in  which  it  appears,  that  he  is 
?.  indeed  ;  for  as,  in  nature,  a  house  that  is  built  upon  a  rock  will  stand 
storm,  BO  the  soul  that  is  built  upon  C\\n8t  AvaXV  n^iNCt  \\^  i«i£vvss'i^\ 

e  rain  mnjr  descend,  the  floods  come,  and  t\ic  -wu^*  V«tA.  \ '  ^SKvi>i«8Ws 
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vvticiicc  cannot  come  up  to  that  \ 

be  likened  unto  a  foolish  man,  whic 
rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came, 
house  ;  and  it  fell,  and  great  was 
of  that  poor  sinner,  who  lays  the  str 
of  life,  upon  his  own  righteousness  ! 
the  storms  of  divine  wrath  which  sh 
unrighteousness  of  men,  nor  secure  t 
tempest  of  God'*s  anger,  and  the  floo 
eternal  misery.     The  house  fell  that 
great  was  the  fall  of  it ! ''''     Oh  !  what 
to  tliat  soul,  that  "  goes  down  to  the 
lie  of  his  own  righteousness  in  his  righ 
hoped  for  eternal  life  !  when  this  "  wa 
eyes,'"*  as  if  it  would  lead  him  to  everl 
shall  end  in  eternal  death !     ^'  The  h 
trusts  in  himself  that  he  is  righteous  by 
yet  his  heart  is  far  from   that  confoni 
"  shall  perish  at  the  giving  up  of  the  | 
hoped  for,   "  shall   then  be  cut  of.     II« 
own  righteousness,  which  he  had  raise*] 
from  the  storm  of  divine  vengeance,  " 
it  fast,  but  it  shall  not  endure,'^  Job  v 
shall  be  as  soon  destroyed  by  the  stoi 
web  is  swept  down  by  the  besom  that 
soul,  that  trusted  herein,  shall  be  driver 
an  error  in  tlie  foundation  will  prove  fa 
knowledcre  of  Chriu*   —"   '' 
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'  tt  filthy,  let  him  be  filthy  still ;  and  he  that  is  unjust,  let  him  be  unjust 
fliill ; "  i,  e,  let  him  abide  so  to  an  endless  eternity.     But, 

4.  Since  there  is  but  one  way  for  a  sinner  to  be  justified  before  God,  and 
that  is  by  the  obedience  of  Christ  alone,  this  informs  us  what  great  folly 
those  persons  are  guilty  of,  who  pre&s  poor  sinners  to  obey  the  law,  to  make 
'  themselves  righteous  in  the  sight  of  God,  when  there  is  no  law  given  that 
can  give  life  unto  them  ;  and  liow  dangerous  it  is  for  souls  to  sit  under  such 
a  ministry,  that  naturally  misleads  them ;  since,  while  ^'  the  blind  leads  the 
blind,  both  fall  into  the  ditch."     "  If  there  had  been  a  law  given  that  could 
have  given  life,"  says  the  apostle,  "  verily  righteousness  should  have  been  by 
the  law,"  Gal.  iii.  21.     But  as  there  is  no  law  given  that  can  give  life  to  a 
ainncr,  it  is  a  vain  foolish  thing  to  press  such  a  soul  to  get  a  righteousness  by 
luB  own  performances,  which  was  never  appointed  of  God,  nor  can  be  attained 
l>y  man.     No ;  "  the  Scripture  hath  concluded  all  under  sin,  that  the  promise 
(of  life)  by  feith  of  Jesus  Christ  (as  a  sinner  s  righteousness)  might  be  given 
♦o  them  that  l>elieve,"  ver.  22.     And  those  who  receive  it  not  in  this  way 
■hall  never  attain  it  in  any  other,  but  must  go  without  it  for  ever.     "  The 
labour  of  the  foolish,^^  says  the  wise  man,  "  wearieth  every  one  of  them, 
because  he  knoweth  not  how  to  go  to  the  city,"  Eccles.  x.  15.     A  man  may 
labour,  all  his  days,  to  make  himself  righteous  before  God  by  liis  own  porform- 
snces,  and  to  make  his  peaco  with  him  l>y  his  legal  repentance  and  humilia- 
tion for  sin ;  and  yet  lose  all  his  labour  at  la.st,  and  so  weary  himself  in  vain, 
l>eing  never  able  to  reach  that  city,  that  eternal  rest,  which  God  has  prepared 
for    his  people ;  because  he  knoweth  not  Christ,  the  only  way  that  leads 
thither,  and  so  walks  not  by  faith  in  him  as  such.     All  men  are  by  nature 
ignorant  of  Christ's  righteousness,  as  it  is  God's  way  of  justifying  and  saving 
9L  sinner ;  and  it  is  dangerous  for  souls  to  sit  under  such  a  ministry,  that 
presscth  doing,  and  persuades  theni  theirsafetyliesthere,  instead  of  believing. 
*•  For  how  shall  they  believe,"  says  the  apostle,  "  in  him  of  whom  they  have 
not  heard  ?     And  how  shall  they  liear  without  a  preacher  ?     And  how  shall 
thoy  preach  except  they  be  sent  ?"     Rom.  x.  14,  lo.     How  shall  poor  souls 
believe  in  Christ  for  justification,  when  they  have  never  heard  of  his  right- 
eousness, which  is  the  proper  object  of  faith  ?     And  how  shall  they  hear 
^thout  a  preacher  of  that  gospel  that  declares  it  ?     And  how  shall  they 
preach  the  gospel  to  others,  who  have  never  seen  that  salvation  it  reveals  for 
sinners,  by  the  righteousneas  of  Christ,  themselves  ?     How  shall  they  declare 
the  glory  and  efficacy  thereof  to  others,  that  have  never  seen  nor  experienced 
it  themselves  ?     And  how  does  it  appear  that  they  are  sent  by  Christ  to 
preach  the  gospel,  who  neither  know  nor  proclaim  liis  righteousness  for  the 
justification  of  a  sinner,  which  is  such  a  main  doctrine  thereof?     Have  wo 
not  reason  to  fear,  th«at  many  of  those  who  are  called  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
am  rather  preachers  of  Moses  than  of  Christ  ?  and  that  their  ministry  rather 
tends  to  lead  souls  to  the  bondage  and  death  of  the  law,  than  to  the  liberty 
and  life  of  the  gospel  ?     But  "  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that  preach 
the  gospel  of  peace,  that  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things  ! "  That  imblish 
that  peace  with  God,  which  was  made  for  sinners  alone  by  the  blood  of 
Christ's  cross,  and  is  possessed  only  by  faith  in  him  !     That  proclaim  the 
glad  tidings  of  those  good  things,  which  God  has  prepared  to  be  enjoyed  by 
dinners,  through  the  justifying  righteousness  of  his  Son !     And  how  great 
18  the  privilege  of  those  souls  who  sit  under  a  gos^^el  mmwtvv  *,  ^vwisi  l\\v^  >s% 
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tlic  moans  appointed  of  God  to  work  faitfi  in  them,  and  to  bring  salvatioBti 
them !     Once  more, 

5.  Since  tlic  justification  of  a  sinner  is  by  tlie  righteousness  of  CLrist  in.* 
puted  to  him,  and  received  by  futh  alone,  we  may  lience  Icam,  how  gRitl 
the  obli^tiun  of  the  justified  ones  is,  to  live  to  the  glory  of  tliat  gnoi: 
which  lias  so  fn'ely  and  fully  justified  them,  in  and  through  Cliriist,  unti 
eternal  life,  by  him  !  Wlien  the  a|H>stle  had  asserted  the  justificat-irtQ  ajj 
salvation  of  Gotl's  people,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  to  be  wholly  of  his  fm 
mercy,  in  and  through  Christ,  Rom.  ix.  32,  and  admired  tlio  riches  of  1^ 
wisdom,  which  was  so  brightly  displayed  in  the  dis|>eiisation3  of  his  mmj 
towards  tliem,  ver.  33.  he  thus  concludes  his  discourse,  ver.  36.  *'  Foi  k 
him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  tilings ;  to  ^'hom  be  glui}'  for  ever, 
amen."  It  is  as  if  he  should  say,  Since  all  tilings,  relating  to  the  justificauoi 
and  siilvation  of  God  s  ])eople,  are  of  him,  and  through  him,  it  is  mod  thai 
the  glory  of  all  should,  by  them,  be  given  to  him.  And  therefore,  whtm  be 
applies  tliis  doctrine  of  God's  free  mercy  in  Christ,  to  them  who  ha«l  ohtunel 
it,  he  thus  addroAssos  them,  chap.  xii.  1.  *'  I  bt^seecli  you,  therefore,  bretlixa, 
by  the  mercies  of  (rod,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  IiqIt, 
acceptable  unto  (Jod,  which  is  your  reasonable  service."  I  beseech  (voq), 
says  he,  you  that  have  obtained  mercy,  (therefore)  or  since  it  Is  God's  dengi 
to  glorify  his  mercy  in  the  salvation  of  sinners,  that  you  give  him  the  gloiy 
of  it ;  (by  the  mercies  of  Go<l,)  those  mercies  of  God  which  you  are  par- 
takers  of,  in  the  forgiveness  of  all  your  sins,  and  in  the  justification  of  jom 
persons,  ("  that  ye  present  your  iMxlies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable 
unto  Gfxl,")  that  ye  continually  offer  up  yoursirlves,  as  a  whole  bumt-ofe- 
ing,  in  the  flames  of  love,  unto  him  that  hath  loved  you,  in  all  holy  and 
acceptable  olH'dienee,  to  the  glory  of  that  God  who  has  thus  had  mercy  upon* 
you  ;  (**'  wliich  is  your  n>asonable  MTvice.")  For  it  is  a  most  reasonable 
thing,  or  a  thing  for  which  tlicrc  is  the  highest  reason,  that  you  should  ever 
stTvo  till'  fjonl,  to  the  glory  of  that  grace  by  which  you  arc  freely  justified, 
and  shall  hi'  ctrriially  glorified.  And  thus  the  a]Mmtle  Peter,  1  Pet.  ii.  9. 
"  Ihit  ye  are  a  chosm  gmeration,  a  royal  jmcsthood,^*  who  are  washed  from 
all  your  sins  in  Christ's  blood,  and  clothed  with  his  righteousness,  "an  holy 
nation,  a  ]H'euliar  peo])le  ;  that  ye  should  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him  who 
hath  called  you  out  of  <larknes3  into  his  marvellous  light."  And,  "  You 
know  (says  the  apostle  Paul)  how  wc  exhorted,  and  comforted,  and  charged 
every  one  of  you,  (*.  <».  of  you  justified,  saved  ont»s),  that  ye  would  walk 
worthy  of  Grxl,  who  hath  called  you  unto  his  kingdom  and  glory,"  1  Thees. 
ii.  11,  12.  And,  in  short,  jls  it  wjis  Goil's  design  to  get  himself  glorj'  in  the 
justification  of  sinners,  by  the  righteousness  of  Jesus  Christ :  so  the  display 
thereof,  throughout  the  whole  g()S])el,  lays  them  under  the  highest  obligation 
to  live  to  his  praise.  Does  God  the  Father  impute  tlie  obedience  of  his  Son 
to  poor  sinners  ?  Did  God  the  Son  obey  in  life  and  in  death  for  them  ?  and 
does  (iod  the  Spirit  reveal  and  apply  this  righteousness  to  them;  and  enahle 
them  to  receive  the  same,  as  a  free  gift  of  grace,  unto  their  eternal  life  in 
glory  ?  What  thanks,  what  prais<',  is  due  to  God,  in  each  of  his  glorious 
persons,  for  this  abundant  grace  !  And  let  the  language  of  the  justified  ones, 
in  heart,  lip,  and  life,  in  all  kind  of  holy  obedience,  both  now  and  always  he, 
"Thanks  be  unto  (Jod  for  the  gruce  of  justification  !  for  this  his  unspcakahle 
gift!"  2  (^)^.  ix.  15.     Amen  !   Hallelujah! 
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PREFACE. 

The  intention  of  prefixing  Mr.  Harvey's  letters  to  this  roply^  is  in  fact  to 
recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  public,  as  such  a  farther  explication  and 
defence  of  Theron  and  Aspasio  as  was  quite  agreeable  to  his  own  judgment-; 
each  as,  in  substance,  would  have  appeared  in  the  world  in  his  elegant  and 
entertaining  manner  of  address,  had  it  pleased  the  Sovereign  Disposer  of  all 
events  to  have  continued  him  in  life,  and  such  as  the  present  situation  of  his 
writings  require. 

It  has  been  already  remarked,  in  the  public  intimation  of  printing  Mr. 
Hervey's  letters,  that  "  when  writers  of  a  distinguished  superiority  have 
gained  our  admiration  and  applause,  we  are  fond  of  penetrating  into  their 
more  retired  apartments,  and  associating  with  them  in  the  sequestered  walks 
of  private  life."  A  curiosity  of  this  nature  cannot  be  more  usefully  gratified ; 
we  cannot  be  ushered  into  Mr.  Ilervey^s  company  to  better  purpose,  than  to 
hear  him  declare  what  he  himself  counted  most  valuable  in  all  his  writings;  that 
whicli  was  his  main  design,  and  to  which  he  would  have  his  readers  con- 
tinually advert ;  those  sentiments  which,  as  he  expresses  it  in  one  of  his 
letters,  '^  I  wish  to  have  written  on  my  heart ;  such  as  I  wish  to  speak  and 
teach  while  I  live ;  and  in  my  writings,  if  my  writings  survive  me,  to  testify 
when  I  am  dead : "  more  especially,  if  what  he  so  esteemed  is  the  doctrine 
of  our  Lord  and  his  apostles ;  otherwise  Mr.  Hervey's  esteem  will  be  but  of 
small  account. 

It  seems  the  more  necessary  that  he  should  thus  be  made  to  speak  for 
himself,  since  some  who  have  distinguished  themselves  as  hb  peculiar  friends, 
and  as  very  angry  with  Mr.  Sandeman  in  his  behalf,  are  at  the  same  time 
very  likely  to  be  no  friends  to  his  Defence.  The  reason  is,  whatever  may  be 
the  motive  for  their  professed  regard,  they  have,  for  many  years  \vast^  ^^4^  4a 
unto  this  da/,  muufest  great  ignorance,  if  not  gce;)A.  eTasoX.'^^V^k^^^'s^^^*^ 
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tliL*  firiiuipli'fr  which  rorint-il  ami  iiiHiieiici'd  Mr.  Ilcrvey's  faith  aud  practiep, 
aii<l  (in  wliich  he  vt-utiirrd  his  eternal  cunconi9 ;  tftiginatizin;!,  ur,  I  Sfliunld 
rather  s:iy,  Imnoiirin^  them  with  the  same  kintl  of  reprOacheM  as  the  ancient 
npiu»sers  of  diristianity  cabt  u]ion  our  lA>rd  and  his  disciples.  Pi-rhapi^itmay 
awaken  the  attention  of  hhiu-  tu  inquire  of  the  unerring  oracles,  fi'/tftt  u  trntk? 
when  they  fiiid  hy  tiie!*e  letters,  that  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  placed 
elsi'when-;  anil  that  those  in  whom  they  have  tni-sted  as  s]>iritnal  guidts, 
a]>pland  nr  eriisiiR*  wit.i  very  little  JMd;jrinent,  or  with  a  wors?e  di-sign. 

After  alK  I  nin  not  m>  san;^nine  in  my  expectation,  as  to  think  that  Ir 
this,  iir  any  olhrr  inrthod,  the  despi:<ed  truth  of  the  pwpel  will  prevail  with 
many,  a^ain-t  t^e  stream  of  tlie  reputed  devout  and  hi'rhly  estiH-med  of  thii 
world.  We  must  remeudirr  the  treatment  which  our  Lord  and  his  discipkf 
m .1  with  ;  and  as  the  wc»rM  i**  not  hetter  now  than  it  was  in  tli«ise  days,  we 
havi*  Hi  tie  reason  to  expi-et  hetter  success, 

31  r.  Ilrrvi-y  he<;an  to  find  lie  had  Ix't'U  in  a  mistake  in  xh\s  resjM^ct.  and 
would  have  {tuhlicly  acknowhd«^ed  as  niurh,  had  he  live<l  hut  a  few  months 
h»ng  r.  Hf  heixan  to  he  anpiainti'd  with  that  true  grace  of  (lod,  which  i« 
e<mtrary  lo  tlie  ciiup^e  of  thi>  world,  in  its  devoutest  form,  for  u])wanU  oC 
twelve  years  heforr  our  corresi^oudenre  commenei'd.  lie  was  williiij;  to 
reconnneml  it  to  their  cou^idiTation.  and.  if  possible,  make  it  a]>]>enr  lovely 
to  thi-ir  view.  lie  dn  smmI  it  U])  with  all  the  heautieh>  of  eloquence,  and  all 
the  winninjL:  art«»  of  ])ersuasion.  He  couei-ahMl  whatever  he  thought  miglit 
Lfive  his  ri'achi-<  dis^U'^t.  and  eveu  entreati'd  his  frirud  to  conceal  their  corre- 
sjjoudence  for  thi*  present,  lest  the  iM)wer  of  prejudice  (rais<'dby  bis  profcihSfd 
friends)  should  prevent  them  from  looking  into  his  books ;  and  all  this  in 
ho|»es  to  jirevail,  and  give  the  despisi'd  gosjK'l  of  Jesus  a  recommending  ap- 
]>earani'e  in  their  eye>.  Hut,  alas!  he  died  before  he  had  accomplished  thij 
tle&igu  ;  and  j)erliaj»s  hail  he  lived  to  the  a;^e  of  3l<*thuselali,  be  would  m-viT 
have  hron^ht  It  to  pa-^s.  So  that  wr  can  only  look  upon  this  a>:  his  fiTVrnt 
di'sire,  tli:it  til'-  iMi|M>rt:int  truth  in  whieh  he  Iiad  found  all  he  wanted,  ^^lioiiM 
If  ar»  liTiat  ;i  h\.  -»in_;  ti»  dtlnrs  as  it  had  been  to  him.  lb-  I'ained  a  n-tiim 'if 
c<ini])1imenl  for  \i\<  ravoural>le  sentiments  and  kind  behaviuur,  but  it  was  in 
\ain  for  him  to  expect  to  jirevail  any  farther. 

His  notion  w;i».,  a>  he  hiin^'lf  express's  it,  that  "  the  taste  of  the  prtsmt 
au'e  is  MMiiewhat  like  tlie  hnniour  nf  ehihlren  :  their  milk  must  be  sU'Tm.»d, 
tlieir  wine  spleed,  ami  tin  ir  nee»>siry  food  garnisheil  with  lluwirs,  and  iii- 
riched  witli  swe.t meats."  Hi?.  th-Mre  that  what  he  ealh'd  his  prinei]ial  point 
might  be,  if  pu>»>ib|e,  ni:iile  tliu^  palatable,  engagi'd  him  in  si.'veral  corres]Kind- 
'  nces,  suited  to  the  embellishm<'iit  of  his  works  ;  his  su]»eriority  as  a  writ»r 
eausi'd  m:iny  to  e.ivet  an  actjuaintance  and  friendship  with  him  ;  and  his  ten- 
der and  c<im|ilai*<:int  I).'liaviour.  even  to  those  who  iliflered,  ^ave  sonu?  of  tlu-ni 
hopes  of  prevailini:  with  him,  (»r  by  him,  to  advance  their  own  various  and 
j»ppositi'  sentinniits.  Tilled  with  tlu-se  hoj)e;«,  their  behaviour  towards  him 
was  accordingly  re^peetfwl  ;  whieh,  together  with  his  retired  situation  in  life, 
j>revented  him,  in  a  great  measure,  from  lUscerning  their  enmity  to  his  j»rin- 
eiples.  Taking  it  for  'jranted  tliey  meant  as  they  spake,  he  jutlged  tlu-m 
aimiiiL'  to  jiromote  the  sune  important  cause.  Had  this  been  fact,  tluy 
Would  have  still  merited  tlu'  reganl  he  jiaid  them  ;  their  professed  zeal  would 
/kmt  bc«*n  commeudaAAe,  WA.  \\.  Wew  fe\\\>*^rtN\v\\\.v^\\\si  Vtvw  -^x-mcv  vi\^xv>^Vj>x 
nli'wh   lie   i)leailid  ;  ^>ut  ^K'v\tr«  as  A.\VXv:tcA\V  jay  asvv^vV  >n\\m\v  S\\Ax  siwvKvv?  -^^ 


o})pusitiuu  tlicrc'to  is  discovered,  even   as   Paiir-s  must  liardcned   wickt'diicss 
was  to  the  piety  and  zeal  of  his  Pharisaic  state. 

No  sooner  was  he  dead,  than  consultations  were  on  foot,  tending  to  bury 
his  principles  as  well  as  him.  His  private  letters  were  publicly  advertised 
for,  in  order  to  be  printed  ;  which,  by  the  use  made  of  them,  seems  not  done 
'with  any  design  to  establish  the  truths  he  contended  for,  but  to  pick  out, 
if  possible,  something  to  their  disadvantage  ;  and,  what  is  still  more  unworthy, 
to  establish  their  own  characters  in  such  attempts,  on  the  encomiums  he  had 
at  one  time  or  other  bestowed  on  them,  for  want  of  seeing  them  properly  ; 
for  want  of  knowing  that  their  ruling  principle  was  a  fixed  enmity  to  that 
g08])el  which  was  his  sole  delight.  Besides  this,  several  reports  were  spread, 
detrimental  to  the  important  truth  he  had  so  contended  for  :  and,  knowing 
that  all  and  every  one  of  them  could  be  fully  disproved  by  Mr.  Hervey^s  own 
handwriting,  I  counted  it  my  duty  to  print  the  defence,  and  to  publish  the 
letters  to  the  author,  to  authenticate  it  with  Mr.  Hervey'^s  approbation ; 
though  I  was  apprehensive,  at  the  same  time,  it  might  carry  the  appearance 
of  ostentation,  to  such  as  did  not  know  what  was  in  hand,  and  so  could  not 
bo  sensible  that  the  support  of  the  important  truth  which  shines  through  all 
his  works,  depended,  in  some  measure,  on  the  publication  of  these  letters. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  persons  concerned  in  the  publication  of  two 
volumes,  under  the  title  of  "  The  Letters  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  James  Hervey,^ 
have  exerted  themselves,  with  uncommon  boldness,  in  disfiguring  his  princi- 
ples :  and,  at  the  same  time,  introduce  their  own.  This  is  evidently  mani- 
fest from  several  notes  annexed  to  these  letters*.  In  these  volumes  they  have 
insinuated,  that  the  author  of  the  Defence  of  Theron  and  Aspasio  was  "  on 
the  Antinomian  side  of  the  question,  and  that  Mr.  Ilervey  by  no  means 
approved  of  his  sentiments."  Upon  this  there  immediately  appeared  in  the 
Gazetteer,  Aug.  22,  and  London  Chronicle,  Aug.  26,  a  letter  to  the  editor 
and  published  of  these  volumes,  signifying  the  shocking  appearance  of  slan- 
der and  detraction,  in  volumes  under  the  name  of  a  man  so  averse  to  such 
proceedings  ;  and  proving,  from  Mr.  Ilervey's  own  words,  the  most  apparent 
falsehood  in  their  assertions  ;  there  being  no  letter  in  the  whole  two  volumes 
so  expressive  of  sameness  of  sentiment,  as  the  letters  to  the  author  of  the 
Defence  of  Theron  and  Aspasio,  and  concluding  with  these  words :  "  The 
secret  stabs  that  are  given  to  characters,  by  modem  pretenders  to  piety, 
would  make  a  court  of  justice  blush.  And  I  am  persuaded  the  real  fyends  to 
Mr.  Ilervey's  memory,  or  writings,  will  not  be  pleased  to  find  his  name 
made  subservient  to  such  base  purj^oscs." — The  proceedings  are  a  little  more 
open  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  August ;  where  we  are  told,  that  Mr. 
Ilervey  himself  "  is  by  no  means  free  of  the  charge  of  stretching  the  prin- 
ciples of  Calvin  into  Antinomianism.^''  It  is  very  evident  Mr.  Hervey  con- 
cerned himself  with  no  Calvinistical  or  Arminian  disputes.  In  one  of  his 
letters,  speaking  of  Mr.  Wesley'^s  conduct,  he  says,  "  I  am  sometimes  appre- 
hensive that  he  would  draw  me  into  a  dispute  about  particular  redemption. 
I  know  he  can  say  startling  and  horrid  things  on  this  subject ;  and  this,  per- 
haps, might  be  the  most  effectual  method  to  prejudice  people  against  my 
principal  point." 

As  to  the  charge  of  Antinomiauism,  unless  the  particular  errors  are  pointed 
oat,  (which  may  as  well  be  done  without  the  assistance  of  reproachful  names), 
it  is  no  more  than  a  very  vague  uncertain  sounds  m2A<&  \safc<il\s^  ^ft\ctfiVi^&K» 
•  All  tb^e  DoteB  are  tKrowa  out  ot  thva  edvtvouol  o\a  K.\iJ\vw^^^^^«^A. 
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ill  the  various  i-las'M.-a  uf  religious  people  as  a  political  bugbear,  wlicreby  tkcr 
(liH^uisM.*  and  dis$Hgure  tlie  i>arty  tliey  intend  to  reproach.  It  is  a  term  aoi 
coniiiK-d  to  any  dictionary  intiTpretation,  but  admits  of  a  variety  of  definitiou, 
according;  to  tlie  various  M-ntinients  of  the  iiersona  who  nae  it,  from  the  moit 
proft^Hck'd  ]>n-ac]uT!s  of  (*hrist,  ilown  to  the  monthly  reviewens  vl^o  cMteem  no 
bettiT  o(  iuiv  that  comvm  thenisclvi^s  witli  the  name  of  Jcsua,  farther  than 
what  becomes  a  decent  complaisance  to  the  jirofe^sion  of  their  coantrr. 
These  gentlemen  can  read  the  Kibhf  as  well  as  these  volumes,  *"*"  withoot  the 
least  intellectual  improvement"  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ ;  and  can  also  give 
a  s«did  reason  fur  it,  viz.  that  they  have  no  taste  for  this  kind  of  reading— it 
is  very  dis:i;rreejil»le  to  them.  They  judge,  ^^  that  one  virtuous  design  pro- 
mot  eil,  one  good  act  it  in  done,  or  one  bad  habit  sid>dued,  is  worUi  mon 
than  all  such  trifling  considc  nit  ions"  as  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 
The  iSiTipture  language  concerning  salvation  only  by  Christ,  must  be  Antino- 
mianis«m  in  their  ehteem.  They  exjKTt  to  Ik*  saved  in  doing  well ;  and  the 
^Hrriptu^e  nssuris  them,  that  **  if  they  do  well,  they  shall  be  accepted."  Ou 
8:1  V ion r  declares,  he  never  came  to  int^Trupt  such  people  in  their  good  inten- 
tions ;  hut  to  save  the  lost  ami  worthless,  such  as  ought  to  |>en8h  according 
to  every  rule  of  equity ;  and  the  real  gosjK*!  of  our  ijord  Jesus  Chri*»t  will 
ever  prove  **  f(M)lishness,"  a  *-  stone  of  stumbling,"  and  "  rock  of  offence,"  to 
any  but  thesi'  sort  of  ]KM»ple. 

Any  one  who  has  read  the  letters  on  Theron  and  Aspasio,  or  ever  seen 
Mr.  liervey's  »«i'ntiments  of  that  author,  will  easily  ]K'rceive  that  a  reply  to 
that  ]H'rformance  was  absolutely  ntHressary,  or  else,  as  he  obser^'es  in  one  of 
his  letters,  ^^  what  is  not  confuted  by  argument,  is  confirmed  by  silence."  It 
was  also  necessary,  if  pos.°ible,  that  this  defence  should  be  by  himself,  ur  by 
his  approbation,  and  also  that  the  puhlic  should  be  ascertained  of  this,  thatso 
it  may  be  eunsidrrcd  as  a  pro]>('r  aii<l  necessary  su])]dement  to  his  volumes. 
.As  tliesr  i»artii'iilarr*  can  lie  m*  ]>Iainly  disro\errd  by  the  lettt^rs  prefixed,  it  is 
well  that  ^Mr.  Ilcrvcv  was  S4»  open  in  his  declarations. 

As  to  our  diliate  with  Mr.  S;iiideiuaii,  it  seems  to  stand  as  follows  : — 

The  tnrniiiLr-|»"ii>t  from  dcMpair  to  gond  ho|K»,  he  observes,  iw  the  hinge  of 
the  controversy  ;  and  this  point  is,  with  Mr.  Sandeinan,  the  finished  work  of 
Christ,  as  it  is  fully  sufheirnt  to  vin«lieate  the  divine  justice  in  saving  the 
mi>st  .i;uilty.  All  tli"  hope  he  has  by  thi.*,  is  represented  by  the  hoj.>e  a  man 
has  from  hearing  of  the  identifiil  importation  of  com  in  the  time  of  faminp, 
while  it  \  it  remains  a  Iiaz:ird  whetln-r  he  shall  ever  obtain  anv :  and  bis 
expectation  to  uhtain  is  hy  labouring  and  painful  desire  and  fear  till  ero>vnLti 
with  enjovuK  lit. 

As|»;»sin's  tiiriiiiig-point  is  the  finished  work  of  Christ  revealed  in  the  gra- 
cious tli'i-larations  (»t'  the  gosju'K  not  only  as  suj)porting  the  divine  justice  in 
Having  the  nii»>t  guilty,  but  also  as  the  sufheieut  object  of  the  sinner's  imme- 
diate trust  an«l  eonlideuee,  agreeably  to  the  repeateil  divines  assurances  tbat 
such  shall  not  be  eunfoundiMl  or  disapju/inted.  And  the  works  and  lalH»ur 
«>f  love  As}Kisio  j»leads  for,  are  works  of  love  to  (Jod  thus  mauifestid  and 
trusted  in. 

Asjiasio's  former  f^pponrnts  have  objected  tt>  this  immediate  trust  of  a 
sinner  n})on  Christ  alone  for  everlasting  life,  by  pleading  for  what  they  have 
etjneeivcil  to  be  jjrcviously  uicesrsary,  under  tlie  uauiL-s  of  faith.,  repeutauce. 
^.iiictiiicatiou  be^uu,  &c. 
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Mr.  Sandeinan  lias  undertaken  to  prove,  that  all  Mie  sanctification,  con- 
version, faith,  &c.  springs  solely  from  the  truth  of  Christ's  sufficiency  for  the 
most  guilty,  without  any  addition  whatever,  as  the  central  point  of  divine 
revelation ;  and  that  all  other  religion  is  not  any  part  of  Christianity,  not  any 
part  of  that  doctrine  which  came  from  heaven,  but  only  the  vain  efforts  of  the 
natural  man  to  lower  the  divine  character  of  the  infinitely  righteous  and  just 
Gud,  and  quiet  his  guilty  conscience  with  a  righteousness  insufficient,  or,  in 
other  words,  a  righteousness  stained  with  sin :  and  that  the  names  of  conver- 
sion, faith,  sanctification,  applied  to  this  kind  of  religion,  are  only  fitted  to 
deceive  ;  and  supposing  our  appropriation  or  trust  to  be  a  denial  of  this  suf- 
ficiency of  Christ  alone,  he  opposes  that  also.  This,  then,  is  what  we  aro 
concerned  to  defend. 

To  this  purpose,  I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  in  trusting  to  the  suffi- 
cient righteousnesa  of  Christ  alone  for  everlasting  life,  we  keep  clear  of  the 
charge  of  denying  the  sufficient  righteousness,  and  of  adding  or  mixing  ano- 
ther rigliteousncss  with  it.  We  may  rather  ask.  How  does  it  appear  that 
any  man  believes  it  to  be  sufficient,  whon  he  dare  not  trust  his  soul  upon  it, 
but  waits,  in  painful  desire  and  fear,  to  discover  himself  possessed  of  the  dis- 
tiniaruisliing  qualities  of  a  believer  ?  And  as  he  carefully  separates  what  he 
iH'lieves  from  all  foundation  of  hope  or  confidence  therein  for  everlasting  life, 
he  appears  to  us  involved  in  the  absurdity  of  hoping  for  eternal  life  by  Christ, 
because  he  discovers  himself  without  any  foundation  of  hope,  either  in  him- 
self, or  in  the  gosi)el  he  believes. 

He  may  say,  ^^  He  trusts  to  be  saved  by  what  Christ  has  done,  if  saved  at 
nil  ;**"  but  that  very  if  signifies,  that  he  does  not  trust  u])on  what  Christ  has 
d<me,  but  is  waiting  to  discover  something  else  as  a  more  proper  ground  of 
his  confidence.  And  wliat  is  that  something  else,  but  the  difference  he  dis- 
covers betwixt  himself  and  other  sinners  ?  So  that,  after  all  our  flourishes 
against  self-dependence  and  Pharisaic  doctrine,  if  we  aro  not  upon  our  guard, 
we  nhall  be  at  Inst  settled  on  no  other  foundation. 

Mr.  Sandeman,  in  endeavouring  to  prove  that  his  view  of  the  gospel 
^^  quiets  the  guilty  conscience  of  a  man  as  soon  as  he  knows  it,"  acknowledges 
with  us,  that  the  gospel  is  designed  for  that  end ;  but  fails  in  his  attempt  to 
make  out  that  the  guilty  conscience  of  that  man  is  quieted,  who  discovers  no 
foundation  in  what  he  believes,  to  tnist  in  Christ's  righteousness  for  everlast- 
ing life.  He  supposes,  that  the  uneasiness  and  dread  of  conscience  arises 
only  from  tlie  ap])€^ring  impossibility  of  a  just  God  being  a  Saviour;  from 
whence  he  infers,  that  tlie  revelation  of  a  righteousness  removing  this  seeming 
impossibility,  brings  the  rest  and  peace  the  Scripture  speaks  of,  without  re- 
vealing any  ground  for  trust  and  confidence  in  that  righteousness.  But  this 
sup{M>8iti()n  is  nut  true ;  few  or  none  are  troubled  with  such  apprehensions ; 
nor  does  the  Scrij)ture  address  men  as  though  they  were.  It  is  self-evident, 
that  the  cause  of  our  dread  is  an  apprehension  of  our  want  of  a  righteousness 
acceptable  to  the  divine  purity ;  and  what  relieves  must  be,  our  having  such 
a  righteousness,  either  in  ourselves  or  by  God's  free  gift.  This  Mr.  Sande- 
man himself  sirems  to  acknowledge,  when  he  talks  of  ^^  labouring  in  painful 
desire  and  fear,"  as  the  effect  of  his  cramped  view  of  the  gospel.  For  why  is 
this  the  effect,  but  because  what  he  believes  does  not  afford  the  proper 
satisfaction  ? 

Mr.  Sandeman^s  jealousy,  is,  lest  wc,  by  pleaudin^  tViwa  lot  ^  ^ax^st.^  \xsm^ 
and  coD&dcnce  on  Christy  should  lead  man  mto  a  W5\l-^c^\A^\iK.^  «tw\s>&^ss« 
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bunic'tliing  to  ivliuvc  hODKlf  from  his  dreadful  circumstancus,  instead  of  being 
8up]Mirtcd  only  by  what  Clirist  has  already  dune.  But  how  easy  in  it  to 
perccivo,  tliat  no  man  \»y  ur  can  be,  supported  by  what  Christ  ha«t  already 
done,  l>nt  he  that  discovers  it  the  object  of  his  tnist  and  confidenee  fur  over- 
lasting  life  ?  and  that  so  to  tlvpend  on  ChriM,  and  what  he  has  done,  is  the 
very  op]>o!4ite  of  all  &elf-d<'])enflence,  and  inconsistent  with  our  depending  on 
our  duin;r  any  thini;  rither  ])reH*nt  or  future  i 

It  is  true,  a  man  that  is  at  an  entin*  uncertainty,  without  any  de]K-n(leDce 
whate%er,  is  as  elear  of  self-df ju-ndeiice  as  he  is  of  de|H*ndence  on  what  Christ 
has  dom*.  So  a  man  that  neither  eats  nor  drinks,  is  as  much  out  of  dangvni 
dying  with  gluttony  and  i-xci'ss,  as  he  is  of  btan^  poisoned  with  unwlioks<>iue 
food.  lint  how  loni;  can  a  man  live  thus  i  and  how  long  can  a  man  ^u]>p<irt, 
without  havin;;  some  dependence  or  other  for  his  soul  ?  It  is  as  natural  fur  the 
mind  of  man  to  de]>enil  on  sometliin;;  at^aiust  the  fears  of  hereafti.T,  a>  it  i»  Tt 
his  body  to  (rravitate  or  sink  till  it  meets  with  a  proper  support.  I  Knee  vt 
find,  that  thost>  who  depend  not  on  the  tnitli,  depend  on  imme  falseIioo<l  or 
other  whieh  they  su]ipose  to  be  true;  and  when  a  man  is  l»cat  off  from  one 
false  dependenee,  he  is  sinkiup^  to  despair  till  he  finds  another,  or  is  relievi'd 
by  the  real  trutli.  And  tliat  truth  wliieh  relieves,  must  reveal  a  foundation 
of  dependence  for  everlasting  life:  to  attempt  to  nst  short  of  this,  ia  to 
attempt  to  buihl  a  ea<<tle  in  the  air.  The  disi'overy  that  ^^  God  may,  if  he 
pleases,  have  inen'V  upon  me  as  I  at  present  ^•tand,"  althouj^h  it  tends-  to 
remove  tin*  Pharisaic  wish  or  want  to  know  that  I  am  distinguishe<l  frum 
others,  yet  leavi's  mi'  unsup]>orted  as  to  original  and  n^al  dn'ad  of  couK'ience 
arising;  fn>ni  mv  personal  deticiencv.  And  as  such  sli'dit  the  divine  warrant 
for  the  sinner's  trust  ami  confidence  in  Christ's  sufficient  righti'ousness,  tliev 
naturally  sink  to  the  ho]>e  of  eternal  life,  not  by  what  Christ  has  done,  or 
what  tlie  gospi'l  d«M'lares,  Imt  a  hope  that  tlicy  are  the  sheep  of  Christ  who 
hear  his  vnice.  wliieh  is  in  fact  only  a  hope  in  themselves. 

The  ''iinTalitv  of  mankind  are  but  little  concerned  about  the  truth  of  the 
foundation  of  tlieir  j)eace  o(  cnnsrience  ;  so  they  have  got  some  hi>pe,  it  is 
enouirh  ;  thev  il«»  ntit  care  to  be  disturbed  from  it  with  such  a  controvcTs\' 
lis  this  :  especiallv  it'  thev  can  but  conceit  tln-mselves  holv,  or  feel  themselves 
hap])y  ;  not  i-oUMderiuLr,  tliat  if  tlieir  hope  is  founded  on  falsehood,  thoir 
whole  reli«:ion  is  a  deceit.  I  bit  thev  wlm  are  tau<;ht  of  fio<l,  are  not  h'd  bv 
fond  conjeetures  ;  thev  will  not  be  siitisticd  with  anv  (Jther  reason  of  their 
hope,  than  the  voice  of  that  (Joil  whi>  speaks  in  the  conscience;  and  Christ, 
the  Saviour  tif  the  «'uiltv  iiiven  to  be  trusted  in,  is  the  onlv  foumlatiun 
that  (iod  has  laiil  in  /inn. 

1  haveiMilv  to  atld,  tliat  tin-  manner  in  whieh  the  subject  is  treated,  that 
is,  by  short  n-marks  c»n  the  pa'^s;iges  >ve  are  concenied  with,  was  the  way  in 
which  th«'  ".iihjeet  was  treateil  for  Mr.  Ilervev's  view;  antl  as  1  could  think 
of  no  shorter  method  of  defence,  it  is  so  prcMiited  to  the  ]mblic. 
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MR.  HKRVEY  TO  THE  AUTHOR. 


Dear  8ir,  Weston- Faeelly  April  15.  1755. 

l^st  night  I  received  your  kind  letter*  ;  and  this  morning  I  have  hut  a 
moment's  space  in  which  to  ackn(>wU^dge  it.  However,  I  cannot  negU^ct  tho 
first  oj)jM)rtimity.  Are  you  the  author  that  has  given  us  an  ahridgment  of  Mr. 
jMamliall  ?  Truly,  I  think  you  have  well  bestowed  your  labour,  and  well 
exi'i-tited  your  work.  I  wish  you  had  not  given  yourself  the  trouble  of 
sending  me  tho  book,  because  I  have  it,  and  highly  prize  it — the  abridgniCDt, 
1  nit'an. 

I  should  be  xcry  glad  if  you  would  read  that  Dialogue  you  mention  with 
a  critical  attention — if  you  would  point  out  tho  places  where  you  think  I  am 
confused  in  my  apprehensions,  injudicious  in  method,  or  weak  in  argument. 
As  you  have  so  thoroughly  studied  the  point,  and  so  often  taught  the  doctrine^ 
you  must  easily  si»e  where  the  essay  lies  most  open  to  objection,  and  wher© 
the  point  might  receive  additional  strength.  You  would  much  oblige  me  if 
you  would  do  this  with  the  utmost  impartiality  and  freedom ;  and  I  hope 
you  would  do  service  to  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Several  persons,  I  find, 
are  dissatisfied  with  njy  opinion  on  this  head.  Do,  Sir,  review  Dialogue  16, 
and  favour  me  with  your  free  remarks  and  friendly  improvements.  AVbat- 
ever  of  this  kind  is  done,  I  beg  may  be  done  speedily ;  because  a  new  edition 
is  in  the  press,  and  the  printc»rs  will  soon  come  to  that  part.  When  I  hear 
from  you  again,  I  will  spc^ak  my  sentiments  with  relation  to  your  well  calcu- 
lated design  of  an  evangelical  libraryt.  At  present,  I  have  leisure  only  to 
assure  you,  that  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend  in  Jesus  Christ, 

James  Heryey. 


Dear  Sir,  April  22. 

I  received  ycmr  present  by  the  coach ;  I  thank  you  for  it,  and  am  much 

]>1eased  with  it.     The  doctrine  %  which  you  approve  in  my  essay,  and  have 

ch'arly  displayed  and  fully  proved  in  your  own  writings,  is  not  relished  by 

every  body  ;  no,  not  by  many  pious  people.     I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you 

*  When  I  perceived,  by  his  first  editiou  of  Theroii  and  Aspasio,  that  he  had  so  pabliclf 
i-Hpousi'd  the  truths  for  which  I  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  many  of  his  professed 
friends  and  admirers,  I  wrote  him,  signifying  my  fellowship  with  him  in  the  despised  truth. 

t  An  intended  collection  of  the  most  evangelical  pieceft,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
Reformation  down  to  the  present  day.  And  as  nothing  was  designed  but  the  marrow  of 
each  performance,  so  he  judged  it  might  be  comprised  in  six  volumes,  and  desired  that  an 
abridgment  of  Theron  and  Aspasio,  might  have  a  place  m  otie  noVvltcv^  qI  Vl. 

*  This  was  a  aummary  of  doctrine,  extracted  irom  TVietotv  «li^^  Kv^^vq^  Nxi  Kv^v 
oirn  words. 
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.  conplo  of  Irtlore  contiu'ning  objcctiona*.  I  wish  you  would  be  80  kiixl  m  U 
onaider  tlicin,  and  iu  your  concise  way,  which  I  much  admire,  to  miike  yoor 
i;marks  upon  theni.  Ono  of  the  letters,  in  casa  it  exactly  coiiicitlwd  witli  my 
entiments,  I  bIiouM  think  too  ditTiise  and  prolix.  I  lore  to  have  the  fore« 
nd  spirit  of  a  uuhject  contracted  into  a  snmll  compass,  and  exhibited  to  001 
[linda  in  one  clear  and  easy  view.  Long  discourses  and  protracted  argammU 
liesipate  the  attention,  and  overwhelm  the  memory.  I  think  yoa  are  very 
lappy  in  expressing  youraelf  with  a  brevity  that  is  striking,  yet  pcrepicuoio. 

I  am  not  shaken  in  my  opinion  by  these  attacks ;  but  I  sliould  hv  glad  to 
flivcr  it  more  clearly,  and  cstabliah  it  more  firmly,  in  anotlicr  edition.  If 
ou  can  spare  a  little  time  from  your  own  liiboure,  I  hope  you  will  gratify 
10  in  this  request ;  and  I  trust  he  whom  you  sctvo  will  make  It  a  lAwoog 
0  me  and  to  others. 

I  would  beg  of  you  to  return  these  letters,  and  if  the  Lord  should  enaUd 
ou,  with  free  observations  on  the  most  material  points,  as  soon  na  pomble; 
ecause  our  new  edition  goes  on  apace,  and  will  soon  come  to  Dialogue  16. 

have  Borne  thoughts  of  enlarging  it  a  little,  and  dividing  It  into  twu 
)ialoguea.     At  present  it  is  rather  too  long  to  be  read  at  once. 

I  heartily  wish  you  success  in  your  projected  work-  1  assure  you  it  is  my  , 
pinion,  that  such  a  work,  if  well  executed,  will  be  one  of  the  moat  valnablo 

orvices  to  the  present  ago.    You  will  not,  I  hope,  be  too  hasty.    Mr.  W 

aa  huddled  over  hie  performance  in  a  most  preeipitntc,  and'  therefore  mod 
^perfect  maimer.  One  would  think  his  aim  was,  not  to  sulect  the  beat  and 
oblt'st  passages,  but  to  reprint  those  which  came  first  to  hnnd.  If  I  Iitb  IO 
ee  another  edition  of  Theron  and  Aspasio  published,  I  will  desiie    yoor , 
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to  Mr.  Marshall.  I  would  transmit  it  to  you  by  this  conveyance,  but  I 
remember  you  have  akeady  work  upon  your  hands.  In  my  next  it  shall 
wait  upon  you.  My  only  aim,  I  trust,  is  to  find  out  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus ;  which,  at  present,  I  am  convinced  is  with  you.  There  is  so  much 
clearness  and  simplicity  in  your  doctrine,  it  is  so  suitable  to  the  goodness  of 
God  and  so  eminently  conducive  to  the  comfort,  recovery,  and  happiness  of  a 
sinner,  that  I  cannot  be  persuaded  to  relinquish  it.  I  should  be  glad  to 
maintain  it  in  a  convincing,  yet  the  most  inoffensive,  manner.  I  propose  to 
allot  two  Dialogues  for  this  very  important  subject.  How,  in  what  form  or 
order,  would  you  advise  me  to  proceed  ?  pray  do  not  scruple  to  express  your- 
self with  all  possible  freedom.  Direct  and  correct  as  a  friend  and  fellow- 
labourer*,  &c. 


Dear  Sir,  May  8. 

Last  night  I  received  the  favour  of  your  two  packets,  and  I  assure  you 
a  reid  favour  I  esteem  them.  Your  answers  are  so  clear,  so  consistent,  so 
comfortable,  they  very  much  tend  to  establish  my  mind.  I  find  by  your 
experience,  the  ''  account,  I  mean,  of  God's  dealings  with  your  soul,"  that 
you  have  incurred,  but  surely  without  any  just  cause,  the  displensure  of  many. 
Now,  as  this  is  the  case,  my  dear  Sir,  let  us  act  prudently,  be  wise  as  serpents. 
Do  not  think,  I  beg  of  you,  that  I  am  ashamed  of  your  friendship.  God 
forbid !  But  as  I  have  some  concern,  and  you  have  a  greater  zeal  for  these 
precious  doctrines,  let  us  use  the  most  probable  means  to  spread  them.  Yon 
know  the  power  of  prejudice  is  great ;  is  almost  incredible.  Many  people, 
were  they  to  know  that  you  and  I  have  been  laying  our  counsels  together, 
perhaps  would  never  look  into  my  book.  We  seem  now  to  have  a  favour- 
able opportunity  of  diffusing  these  sacred  and  delightful  truths  f.  My  books 
have  been  well  spoken  of  in  three  of  the  London  Magazines  successively ; 
and  there  is  printing  a  new  edition.  The  Lord  Jesus,  the  Wonderful  Coun- 
sellor, direct  us  in  this  truly  important  affair.  I  will  now,  relying  on  his 
unerring  Spirit,  set  about  preparing  the  16th  Dialogue  for  the  press ;  and  I 
should  be  very  desirous  to  have  it  pass  under  your  examination,  before  it  is 
launched  into  the  world.  You  will  give  me  leave  to  expect  an  answer ;  and 
let  me  know  from  time  to  time  where  a  letter  may  find  you,  sent  by,  dear 
Sir,  your  obliged  and  affectionate  brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

J.  Hervky. 


Dear  Sir,  May  31. 

I  have  been  so  poorly  in  my  health,  and  so  much  engaged  in  company, 
that  I  could  not  possibly  get  the  enclosed  ready  before  this  time ;  which  is 
the  cause,  the  only  cause  of  my  deferring  my  thanks  for  your  last  favour. 

As  to  the  doctrine  under  consideration,  I  have  given  a  favourable  and 
attentive  ear  to  all  that  is  said  against  it ;  and  yet  the  more  it  is  attacked, 
the  more  I  am  convinced  of  its  truth.  Tlie  Lord  Jesus  enable  me  to  deliver 
and  testify,  with  clearness  of  sentiment  and  meekness  of  temper,  what  I  am 
persuaded  in  my  own  conscience  is  the  true  gospel  of  grace  !     The  enclosed 

*  The  remainder  of  this  letter  is  lost. 

t  How  evidently  does  Mr.  Sandeman  appear  to  be  mistaken,  in  calling  this  the  popular 
doctrine, in  judging  that  Mr.  Hervey  had  gained  a  public  c^viitm  qu  \.Vkfc  ^QAi^i>MsX  ^\\\.\ 
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npiir  contains  some  of  ike  alteratiuns  which  I  propom  to  mftkr.  AnoUioi 
hcet  vrill  comprise  tlie  remainder.  Let  me  di^re  ytru,  tltrar  ^r,  to 
hein,  and  rtMnark  upon  tliem,  as  IVeely  And  impartiiilly  ss  yon  have  iluiw 
(pon  other  piipcrs.  Pray  treat  mo  with  n  kind  Buvi-rity.  Whatever  smtmro- 
r  expression  nppeare  wrong,  I  beg  of  you,  animadvert,  cornx't,  spare  it  not. 
Msuro  you,  I  can  bear  to  be  told,  by  your  friendly  pen  at  least.  This  is  not 
vangclical— here  yuu  eontradict  yourself —thie  ia  nihindant.  And  that  un- 
jgaous.  Please  t"  make  little  marks  of  reference  in  tlie  MS.,  and  pen  do«m 
"onr  olwervations  on  a  nejiarate  paper. 

I  think  to  drop  my  first  design  of  dividinjT  the  es»ay  into  two  EKalognei, ' 
ad  answering  the,  various  objections.  TliiB  I  intend  to  postponp  for  tli*  , 
Vescnt ;  and  would  print  no  more  than  is  needful  to  explain,  e«tubli^,  and 
^rd  the  tenet.  I  think  to  add,  in  a  note,  a  friendly  invitation  to  my 
nioiia  and  ingenious  person  on  the  other  aide  of  the  question,  to  debate  an4 
ift  this  very  imjiortant  point ;  profeseing,  that  if  it  can  be  proved  errotieiniii, 
'.  will  retract  and  renounce  it,  not  only  without  reluctanee,  but  with  plcasura 
ad  thankfulness.  Tmth,  the  trntli  of  the  gospel,  is  my  pearl  ;  wherevM  t 
ind  it,  thitlier,  without  respect  to  names  or  pctBon",  would  I  resort,  and  thno 
rould  I  abide.  May  tliat  gracions  promise  bu  fullilled  to  uo  in  our  tteanrhoi, 
'The  Lord  shall  guide  tliee  continually!"  I  hope  fa*  Bend  you  Tcry  MM 
he  niaidue ;  and  am,  dL'.-ir  Sir,  your  obliged  and  nffi-ctioiutte  friend  iu  Chtirt 
lesuB,  J.  Hervet. 

Dear  Siit, 

Last  night  I  wn; 
"On  for  the  frciilmn 


Junf  12. 
^voured  with  your  second  letter,  and  sincerely  thank 
111  hnve  iifled.   and   thn  mrrectionn   vitii   havi>  inadj>. 
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Dear  Sir,  July  6. 

I  should  be  very  glad,  and  much  obliged,  if  you  could  give  me  your 
company  in  your  return  from  Norwich,  that  we  may  thoroughly  canvass,  and 
carefully  examine  the  important  subject  of  our  correspondence.  I  have 
ordered  the  printers  to  keep  their  types,  composed  for  this  part  of  my  work, 
standing ;  and  to  proceed  with  the  remainder  before  this  is  worked  off.  So 
that  I  hope  to  have  the  whole  in  proof-sheets  to  lay  before  you  in  one  view, 
provided  you  could  favour  me  with  your  company  pretty  soon. 

A  celebrated  divine  from  abroad  writes  thus,  in  a  private  letter  to  his 
friend ;  in  which  he  speaks  the  very  sentiments  of  my  heart ;  and,  I  appre- 
hend, of  yours  also. 

^*  I  apprehend  Mr.  Hervey's  definition  of  faith  will  expose  him  most  to 
the  generality  of  divines,  both  of  the  church  of  England  and  dissenters ; 
though  it  is  a  very  good  one,  when  well  explained.  The  persuasion  or 
assurance  which  is  in  the  very  nature  of  faith,  must  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  that  which  has,  in  a  manner,  appropriated  the  name  of  assurance  to 
itself ;  I  mean  that  exercise  of  spiritual  sense  following  upon  saving  faith, 
•  whereby  a  believer  sees,  and,  upon  good  grounds,  concludes  himself  to  be 
in  a  state  of  grace  and  salvation,  and  that  he  has  an  actual  interest  in 
Christ,  and  his  whole  purchase,  even  eternal  life.  The  foundation  of  th  s 
assurance  of  sense,  is  the  believer's  experience  and  feeling  of  what  the  Holy 
Ghost  has  already  wrought  in  his  soul,  and  it  runs  into  this  conclusion: 
*  I  find  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  planted  in  my  soul — I  am  a  new  creature^I 
love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  burdens  of 
my  life,  that  I  have  no  love  suited  to  so  glorious  a  One*.  From  all  which, 
I  am  sure,  God  has  given  me  Christ,  pardoned  my  sins ;  1  am  in  a  state 
of  grace,  and  must  go  to  glory.'  But  the  ground  and  foundation  of  that 
particular  persuasion  and  assurance,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  saving  faith, 
is  the  glorious  authority  and  faithfulness  of  God  in  the  gospel  record,  promise, 
and  offer ;  and  it  rises  no  higher  than  this,  that  God  offers,  and  thereby,  as 
he  is  true  and  faithful,  gives  Clirist  with  all  liis  fulness  to  me,  to  be  believed 
on,  and  trusted  in,  for  life  and  eternal  salvation  t.  So  that  I  not  only  safely 
and  warrantably  may,  but,  am  obliged,  to  receive,  apply,  and  make  use  of 
Jesus  Christ,  as  my  own  Saviour,  by  resting  on  him,  and  trusting  to  him  as 
such.  Jehovah's  great  gift,  offer,  and  promise,  give  every  sinner  a  sufficient 
warrant  to  do  this,  and  are  a  strong  immovable  foundation  for  this  persua- 
sion or  assurance  of  faith.  Nor  can  any  other  solid  satisfying  answer  be 
given  to  a  broken-hearted,  humbled  creature  J,  who  puts  away  from  himself  the 
gracious  promises  and  offers  of  the  gospel  upon  this  ill-grounded  imagination, 

*  This  manner  of  expression,  which  this  friend  never  learned  from  the  Scriptares^ 
hot  catched  (as  I  suppose)  through  common  custom,  savours  too  much  of  the  leaven  Oa 
the  Pharisees. 

-f*  This  is  well  expressed,  and  evidently  distinguished  his  meaning  of  the  word  offer , 
from  the  offer  of  a  bargain  to  any  who  will  come  up  to  the  terms.  He  evidently  means 
the  real  grant  of  the  blessings,  as  when  money,  food,  and  clothing,  are  offered  to  the 
poor,  famishedt  or  naked. 

I  If  this  gentleman,  by  broken' hear  ted f  humbled  creature,  means  some  that  were  hereby 
more  qualified  for  mercy  than  the  rest,  he  would  differ  from  us  widely ;  but  if  (as  1 
apprehend)  he  only  means  those  whose  criminal  remorse  renders  them  absolutely  desti- 
tute of  every  other  hope  than  by  Christ  alone,  we  are  of  one  mind. 
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bat  tliey  do  not  belong  t«  him  :  to  wLom  it  nlvniyn  may,  koH  nnplit  (a  bsj 
.neWEirod,  Tliat  they  do  belong  to  him,  in  tUc  ittmaL-  I  have  mcntiimvil 

This  cxtruct  is,  I  think,  the  precise  cxpLuiation  of  nur  doctrine.  H  rtnl 
ind  any  exprcsaiou  not  exactly  eiiited  to  your  opinion,  plnawi  tonbaK-nm  h> 
;  Ku,  dear  Sir,  your  .itFuctionati'  and  obliged  brother  in  Ohriat, 

J.  IIkb^'rt- 


DeAR    Mk.    CUDWORTII,  Ani/V*t    4. 

Last  niglit  I  rtctivcd  your  favoiw,  an<l,  aocording  to  your  n!i)U<»t.,  htita- 
nittun  to  my  excellent  friend,  wttliout  delaying  a  single  po)>t.  Tho  Lk«4 
lesns  accompany  my  ronciliatury  offices  with  his  heavenly  lilt^saing. 

1  hope  yoii  hiid  a  good  journey,  and  are  well  in  health,  and  joyful  throqeh 

»th.      We  ehall  all  Iw  glad  to  bear  that bore  his  jonniey  i^iiufurtal^, 

jid  is  rctumE'd  bonie  and  more  established  in  tbc  Idvq  of  his  blessed  LimiL 

I  hope  yon  do  not  forget  me  and  my  family,  my  people,  and  my  work  rt 
iw  press.      May  the  good  Lord  prosper  you,  and  your  labours  of  love ! 

I  am  much  straitened  for  time,  and  can  add  no  more  at  present,  but  that  I 
m  yours  most  cordially,  J.  IIervey. 

Dear  Mr.  CrowoRTu,  Stpt^mlier  9. 

Mr.   W d   has  been  with  me,  nud  went  away  last  wpfk.     We 

lad  much  talk  concerning  yon.  I  told  him  what  I  thought  of  your  couvor- 
itltton  anil  doctrine.  What  I  could  urge  eecmod  to  make  no  iniprcsMion.  I 
iKUTO  you  my  esteem  for  you  is  not  diminialicd.  I  am  irioru  and  amn 
MTHuadcd,  tbat  your  method  of  stating  that  i^rand  and  |iny:ious  doctrin<i,  tbc 
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I  neglect  your  correspondence.  Indeed  I  do  not.  Neither  do  I  forget  my 
promise.  I  have  a  set  of  the  new  edition  reserved  on  purpose  for  you  ;  to  1m^ 
delivered  into  your  own  hand,  if  you  call  upon  me.  Or  I  will  order  a  set  to 
be  left  for  you  in  Tjondon,  wherever  you  shall  appoint. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  copy  of  your  letter.  Tlic  sentiments  are  sucli 
as  I  wish  to  have  written  on  my  heart ;  such  as  I  wish  to  speak  and  teach 
while  I  live  ;  and  in  my  writings,  if  my  writings  survive  mo,  to  testify  when 
I  am  dead.  May  the  good  Lord  bear  witness  to  such  doctrine,  by  making  it 
healing  to  the  conscience,  and  fruitful  in  the  conversation  ! 

Your  treatise  of  Marks  and  Evidences  I  will  attentively  read.  If  any 
thing  occurs,  which  seems  to  need  explication  or  alteration,  I  will  most  freely 
communicate  it. 

Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  soon.     Inform  me  how  you  go  with  ]Mr. . 

Depend  upon  it,  I  will  do  you  all  the  service  that  lies  in  my  power.  Not 
merely  because  you  are  a  friend  whom  I  esteem,  but  also  because  I  am  per- 
suaded you  work  the  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus ;  to  whose  tender  love  I 
commend  yourself  and  your  labours  ;  and  am,  dear  Sir,  your  tnily  affection- 
ate friend,  J.  IIervey. 


My  dear  Friend,  Nomnber  8. 

Your  welcome  letter  is  now  in  my  hand.     I  thank  you  for  the  remarks 
it  contains.  The  Lord  make  us  of  quick  understanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  I 

I  have  read  the  treatise  concerning  Marks  and  Evidences.  I  am  going,  as 
soon  as  I  have  dispatched  this  letter,  to  read  it  again.  If  to  do  the  h(?art 
good  be  a  sign  of  its  value,  I  can  very  confidently  lx»ar  this  testimony  to  its 
worth.  It  refreshes  my  spirit  and  comforts  my  soul.  I  hoix*,  when  repub- 
lished, it  will  be  attended  with  this  blessed  effect  to  multitudes  of  readers. 
I  believe  it  would  be  advisable  to  send  it  abroad  without  a  name,  and  commit 
it  wholly  to  the  disposal  of  Him  who  is  head  over  all  things  to  the  church. 

Di  I  you  ever  see  a  little  treatise  written  by  one  Mr.  Beart,  formerly  pastor 
of  a  church  in  the  j)lacn  where  you  now  reside  ?  It  is  styled,  "  A  Vindica- 
tion of  the  Eternal  Law  and  Everlasting  Gospel."  It  is  but  very  lately  that 
it  came  into  my  hands.     It  appears  to  me  a  truly  valuable  piece.     I  forgot 

to  desire  that  you  would  present  my  most  cordial  salutations  to  Mr. . 

It  is  not  for  want  of  esteem  that  I  do  not  write  to  him,  but  from  want  of 
bealth  and  multiplicity  of  engagements.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  he  would 
communicate,  with  all  freiidom,  any  remarks  that  he  himself  has  made,  or 
has  heard  from  others,  relating  to  Theron  and  Aspasio. 

Mr. called  upon  me,  about  ten  days  ago,  in  his  return  to  I^ondon, 

He  staid  only  to  make  a  hasty  breakfast,  so  that  I  had  very  little  conversation 
with  him.  I  hope  the  God  of  power,  and  the  God  of  peace,  will  unite  our 
hearts  in  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  and  imitc  our  hands  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 

Tliere  is  no  stage  goes  from  Northampton  to  Suffolk.  I  believe  I  may 
convey  a  parcel  by  the  Cambridge  carrier.  I  will  inquire  of  him  when  he 
comes  this  way ;  and,  if  it  is  a  practicable  thing,  you  shall  have  the  books 
by  his  next  return. 

We  shall  all  Ikj  glad  to  entertain  you  at  Weston ;  and  my  best  prayers 
will  alwa}"^  accompany  your  labours  in  the  Lord.  I  send  a  frank,  lest  your 
stock  should  be  exhaust<*d.  Write  to  me  soon,  and  pray  for  me  cver^  who 
am,  dear  Sir,  yonr  a£Fectionato  brother  in  Christ,  ^ .  W'^r^xvx 

s  8 


Mt  deab  Friend, 

I  Bent,  last  week,  by  tlic  Combridgp  carrier,  a  set  of  my  bootu.  H 
promised  mo  to  deliver  them  ti>  the  B<iry  earner;  and  I  liopo  liy  thu  tim 
Hiey  have  reached  your  hanik.  Whenever  you  puep  njiow  liirm,  (iroy  Im  ■ 
kind  OB  to  note  down  any  expri^»«ioDS  or  wnliment*  that  evtp  not  tb<iTmif;U| 
BTangcIical.  I  shall  1m!  pleaded  with  thcni,  and  thankful  for  them,  evg 
though  I  should  not  have,  through  the  want  of  a  now  edition,  an  oppoi' 
of  inserting  tbera  in  my  voliimea. 

I  haTC  been  thinking  of  your  propose  to  rcpnbliaU  yonr  tri-atJse  on  iUA 
knd  Evidences.  Suppose  you  transmit  it,  detached  from  any  otbw  \&m 
under  a  frank  to  mo  :  suppose  I  send  it  to  an  understatiding  and  m^' 
&iend ;  and  learn  hie  scutimc-nts,  and  get  his  eriticnl  oheervuljoiis  on  it 
this  means  you  will  »ice  what  is  likely  to  give  offence,  or  meet  with  nlijcctiai 
tnd  may  perhaps  be  enabled  so  to  form  your  argaments,  so  to  draw  up  yoa 
toKee,  as  to  prevent  or  baffle  any  attack.  If  you  approve  of  this  tclna 
■end  me  a  copy  of  the  piece,  tearing  off  tlie  title-page,  and  I  will  immntiatc 
convey  it  to  a  friend,  who  lives  at  a  great  distance  Irom  Ij(mdi>n,  who  kiwi 
nothing  of  the  author,  and  will  give  me  his  opinion  withont  faTonr  i 
disafTection. 

Lest  you  ehonld  nnt  he  furnished  with  a  frank,  I  send  the  unuloBed.  Jf 
rieter  is  gone  from  home ;  my  mother  ia  in  health,  and  will  alwai}^  bo  ff 
of  such  conversation  aa  yours ;  which  will  he  equally  agreeable  to,  dexr  S 
yom  afiectionato  friend  and  brother  in  Christ  Jesus, 

J.  amnr. 


TO   MR.   CUDWORTH.  Ci? 

loving  mc,  and  giving  himself  for  me."  Pray  favour  mc  with  your  opinion 
of  1  John  lit.  19.  This  seems  one  of  the  texts  least  reconcileablo  with  cut 
doctrine. 

I  have  a  long  letter  from  a  new  hand,  wrote  very  fair,  and  drawn  up  in  nn 
elaborate  manner,  in  opposition  to  my  account  of  faith,  and  to  several  parts 
of  Dialogue  16.  It  consists  of  five  slicets  wrote  on  every  side  ;  too  large,  I 
apprehend,  to  come  under  a  frank,  otherwise  I  would  transmit  it  to  you  for 
your  perusal.     I  hope  to  see  you  ere  long ;  then  we  may  examine  it  together. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  acquainted  with  Mr. ,  and  that  he  is 

so  well  acquainted  with  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Tlie  Lord  enable  him, 
and  raise  up  many  more  ministers,  to  spread  abroad  the  joyful  sound.  When 
you  give  me  your  company,  do  not  forget  to  bring  with  you  the  evangelical 
piece  on  the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  bringing  a  soul  to  Christ. 

There  is  one  passage  in  Dialogue  16,  which  I  think  is  very  injudiciously 
inserted,  and  is  really  a  mistake.  I  observed  it  a  good  while  ago,  and 
expunged  it  from  my  copy ;  and  my  new  opposer  has  not  spared  to  animad- 
vert upon  it.  What  need  have  we  to  pray  for  that  divine  Guide,  "  wlitJ 
leads  into  all  truth  !  "  May  this  divine  Guide  dwell  in  us,  and  walk  in  us, 
be  onr  counsellor  and  comforter  even  unto  death  !  Dear  Mr.  Cudworth,  I 
hope,  will  not  forget  in  his  prayers  the  weakest  of  ministers,  and  the  weakest 
of  believers,  but  his  affectionate  brother  in  Christ, 

J.  Hervey. 


My  dear  Friend,  April  2]. 

I  received  your  valuable  remarks,  and  sincerely  thank  you  for  them. 
May  our  divine  Master  enable  us  both  to  discern  and  to  display  tlie  truth  as 
it  is  in  Jesus. 

I  am  much  pleased,  and  thoroughly  satisfied,  with  your  explanation  of 
Acts  ii.  39.  The  proposals  seem  to  me  clear,  pertinent,  and  weighty.  If  I 
am  able  to  make  any  slight  correction  in  the  style,  it  shall  be  transmitted  in 
my  next.  I  would  now  only  ask,  how  far  you  have  proceeded  in  the  work  ? 
I  think  you  should  by  all  means  get  the  greater  part,  the  wliole,  I  would 
rather  say,  completed,  before  you  begin  to  publish.  If  this  is  not  done,  many 
imforeseen  accidents  may  arise,  which  will  probably  straiten  you  in  point  of 
time,  and  oblige  you  to  be  precipitate  in  your  preparations  for  the  press. 
And  I  am  inclined  to  query,  whether  it  is  not  a  piece  of  justice  we  owe  to 
the  public,  not  to  engage  them  in  purchasing  a  i)iece,  till  it  is  put  beyond  the 
power  of  common  casualties  to  render  it  imi)crfcct.  Pray,  therefore,  let  me 
know  what  progress  you  have  made.  I  could  wish  to  have  it  judiciously 
executed,  and  not  performed  in  that  confused,  inaccurate,  slovenly  manner, 
which  must  be  a  continual  discredit  to  Mr.  W ^'s  Christian  Library. 

I  rejoice  to  find  that  the  gospel  of  our  salvation  is  spreading.  May  it 
have  a  free  course,  and  an  extensive  circuit !  till  the  fountain  becomes  a  river, 
and  the  river  widens  into  a  sea ! 

The  enclosed  came  a  little  while  ago.  My  friend  is  very  severe.  It  will 
give  you  an  opportunity  of  exercising  forbearance  and  gcntlen(?ss.  He  knows 
nothing  at  all  of  the  author.  When  your  other  afiairs  will  allow  leisure, 
please  to  return  the  letter,  with  your  observations ;  which  will  oblige,  and  I 
trust  edify,  dear  Sir,  your  affectionate  friend,  J.  IIervey. 

ss'i 


m\  > 

Dear  Mr.  C'ddworth,  May  27- 

I  have  only  time  to  bpg  of  yoii,  if  you  have  tho  letter  of  remik^ 
Ur.  Margliall'e  book,  to  return  it  to  me  aa  eofln  as  you  can.  If  tiioe  > 
ibeervations  that  arc  Just,  and  such  e>6  animadvert  npoti  i^aesagra  Uuly  ^xmp 
jonable,  bt.-  so  kind  as  to  givo  nic  ronr  opinion  on  tlinn.  Tlic  rciuon  of  mj 
leairing  this,  is  a  prospect  of  a  now  edition  of  Marshal].  A  IniokW-'Ut 
nclined  to  print  one,  nnd  ecll  it  at  hnlf-a-crown  prico ;  I  bolivvt!  encour^u 
hereto  by  my  rwommendation  of  it.  Tlie  recommendation  hn«  bcwi  prii& 
D  onr  Northampton  now3pa]>cr,  and  immediately  there  w&g  a,  di^uianil  fa 
wenty-tlireo  of  your  abridgments.    But  the  printer  could  not  procure  vnougl 

b  supply  the  demand.  "Mr.  K desires  you  will  send  afresh  supply  to  lih 

n  the  greatest  haste,  but  with  great  sincerity  and  affection,  yotire, 

J.  Hsxrer. 


My  DEAR  Friend,  Jui>4  IJ. 

Tliis  comes  to  inform  you,  that  Mr. has  begun  an  edition  of  Hi 

haU,  in  much  ttic  same  siKu,  and  exactly  t)ie  samei  letter,  as  Therun  AH 
Upasio.     If  you  have  anything  to  obsorvc,  pray  let  me  have  it  viitii 

luch  speed  na  you  can  make.     If  you  have  Mr. 's  olijectiona,  cxami 

bem  attentively  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  obviate  what  is  materid 
should  be  glad  if  you  could,  after  yon  liave  digested  your  notes,  give 
'oar  company,  that  we  might  talk  them  over.  Now  is  the  time,  in  aS 
tobability,  to  make  Marehall  a  well-known  spreading  book.  I  hope  tk* 
iord  will  enlighten  your  understanding,  fructify  your  isventiou,  stTragtIn-« 
our  judgment,  and  enable  you  to  write  "sound  words,  such  as  CAnoat* 
Widenmed."      T  am.  verv  affectifinatiilv.  vniirs-  J.  TTeiitw 
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the  subjects  themselves.  I  will  write  to  the  bookseller  to  suspend  his  pro- 
cedure of  tlie  press  till  he  hears  farther.  But  let  this  hasten  you,  my  dear 
friend,  in  communicating  what  you  have  to  observe.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  our  common  favourite  as  clear  and  unexceptionable  as  possible,  &c.* 


Mt  dear  Friend,  October  6. 

The  cause  of  my  writing  is  this :  Mr. is  upon  the  point  of  publishing 

a  new  edition  of  Marshall.  I  have  given  him  the  enclosed  letter,  to  introduce 
it  into  the  world ;  but  was  desirous  to  have  you  peruse  it,  and  correct  it, 
before  it  goes  to  the  press.  Be  so  kind,  therefore,  as  to  examine  it  strictly ; 
and  wherever  you  think  it  should  be  altered,  use  with  it  the  freedom  of  a 
friend.     The  more  rigour,  the  more  kindness. 

I  send  a  frank  to  be  the  vehicle  of  your  observations,  together  with  the 
printed  half-sheet. 

As  soon  as  I  have  finished  what  you  mention,  it  shall  be  transmitted ; 
though  I  would  fain  see  one  of  the  books  completely  abridged,  before  any 
proposals  or  advertisements  appear.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  ;  pray 
let  it  be  executed  vrith  care  and  correctness.  May  the  Keeper  of  Israel 
protect  j'ou  in  your  journeys,  and  the  liiglit  of  the  world  guide  you  in  your 
work !     Affectionately  yours,  J.  Hervey. 

My  dear  Friend,  December  24. 

Mr. told  Mr.  W d  that  I  oflTered  to  write  a  preface  to  your 

remarks  on  his  sermons.  I  told  Mr.  "VV d  the  whole  of  the  afifair  :  that  you 

informed  me  of  your  design,  and  what  I  answered :  that  I  desired  it  might 
be  conducted  in  a  tender  and  respectful  manner :  that  the  title  should  be 
more  friendly  and  benign :  that  you  read  what  you  proposed  to  say  concerning 
my  mentioning  of  Marshall ;  which  I  observed  was  inexpressive  :  if  you  said 
anything,  I  thought  it  should  be  more  weighty  and  significant.  This  was  all 
the  concern  I  had  in  the  affair. 

Til  at  I  had  promised,  not  offered  (for  I  do  not  remember  I  ever  did  such 
a  thing  in  my  life)  to  write  a  recommendatory  introduction  to  the  work 
which  you  have  in  hand  :  that  it  was  at  your  request,  but  with  the  real 
approbation  of  my  judgment ;  for  I  apprehended  that  your  design,  when  well 
executed,  would  be  a  valuable  present  to  the  world. 

Tliis  comes  by  a  gentleman  who  knows  you.     Let  me  hear  what  Mr. 

says  about  the  affair.  And  remember  to  give  me  a  direction  where  to  write 
to  you.  You  date  from  Margaret-street ;  but  this  I  suppose  is  not  particular 
enough.  I  can  add  no  more,  lest  the  bearer  should  be  gone.  Only  I  wish 
you  much  success  in  preaching  Christ.     Yours  affectionately, 

J.  Hervey. 


1^1  Y  dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  parcel  containing  several  copies  of  the  Friendly  Attempt, 
&c.f  My  thanks  should  have  been  returned  sooner ;  but  I  have  been  under 
that  indisposition  and  languor  of  spirit,  which  renders  me  unfit  for  everything. 

*  The  remainder  of  this  letter  is  lost. 

t  A  Friendly  Attempt  to  remoTe  some  Fundameatal  M\&Uk.t&  m  VVk&'^'s  «'\\.t.^ ^^ 

Sermons, 


fCiO  Mil.    IIKIIVEY  8   LKTTEHi< 

1  tliiiik  tluTL'  is  ratluT  too  nnich  asperity  iii  tlif   rlo:>e;  and  I  wbhtbtt 
e.\|m--Moii,  "  n-tiiu'd  idolatry,"  bad  bi'fii  a  littk*  SJiftnicd.     Thia  I  incntki 
tiiiiy  to  yoiirs<clf|  and  tn  pvo  you  a  BiK'ciiiKii  of  that  o]m.'1iiioas  and  froedoa  I' 
which  1  >voiiUl  have  take  phiee  in  all  our  personal  and  o]iibt<dary  iutcrctmno.  |.^ 

1  have  n'ad  your  manuscript  again  and  a;j::iin,  witli  my  best  attcntidn,  u4 
with  much  de1i;rbt  *.  I  have  made  here  and  there  a  sniall  alteration  iritk 
regard  t<»  the  huiiruage,  (►nly  to  n-nder  the  i*en>*e  srmiewhat  more  {Kr^pican^  1* 
not  to  vary  the  peculiar  cast  of  your  diction.  I  heartily  et incur  in  rocx-iviig  m 
and  embracing;  these  doctrines.  I  think  them  to  be  trutlis  of  ver}'  gmt  1^ 
imjiortance,  and  t«hall  b(>  truly  glad  to  sec  thcni  in  print,  tliat  they  majU  |t 
spn*ad,  and  be  universally  known. 

If  I  bhouhl  he  enabled  to  iini:»h  a  f(»urth  volume  of  Dialogues,  I  propowtt 
have  one  conference  on  the  assurance  of  faith  t ;  to  }<tatc  it  more  clearly,  and 
to  establish  it  more  stnmgly.  In  thie,  [  shall  1k'  glad  to  b(»rrow  seTenl 
of  your  thoughts,  and  will  make  my  acknowledgments  aeconlingly ;  dedaria^ 
at  the  tfiime  time,  my  opinion  of  the  piece  which  lends  nic  sueh  valuabk 
ash^i  stance. 

Presrnt  my  mo>t  ufTeetionate  salutations  to I  received  hid  obligiag 

h'tter :  1  most  sincerely  wish  him  success}  in  displaying  the  unscarcLable 
riches  of  grace,  and  the  infinitely  glorious  righteousness  of  Christ.  I  hopehe 
will  not  be  iiisplcast d  with  my  slliiiee.  It  jtnK'eeils  from  no  disres|M.-ct,  lot 
fn»m  a  multiplicity  of  i  ngiigcmi  nts,  and  a  ]UN)r  ])ittance  of  btrengtlu  utterly 

insutlieient  t4)  fiiltil  ihcni.     IMiast*  to  thank f(»r  bis  very  encouni-^iiig 

and  comfortable  h-ttt-r.  I  wi^lK  when  he  is  at  leisure,  he  would  favour  mc 
with  anothfi*  ou  this  subjrct — h4)W*  holiness  sjirings  from  faith,  or  a  vicwcf 
siuetifieatidU  as  the  itVrcts  of  justiHration. 

When  shall  I  see  you  '     If writes  to  me  on  the  Mibjeet  you  nientiia,   j 

he  shall  liav»'  a  ^jMidy  answer.  You  need  not  s«'ud  me  the  tw4'lvc  quirii-s, 
beeiiiiM>  till  V  have  been  tran>uiitted  me  from  iScotlaiid.  Hut  cease  not 
to  M'liil  up  vniir  ]>iayers  ami  ^u])[ilications  in  behalf  of  your  truly  aiVectionate 
frieutl,  ,].    IIkuvly. 

Mv   in: AH    I'lMi.M), 

1  ha\e,  with  iitteutioii  and  tleliglit,  read  over  your  ]>amphlet.  A  slight 
aiii  ration  <ir  two,  relating:  to  the  lanL:uaL''(',  I  have  made,  liut  1  desire  vou 
will  follow  the  determination  of  vour  own  judirnieut.  As  soon  as  thev  are 
{'liutetl,  ^end  me  a  (]uartir  of  an  hundred  ;  not  a^  a  jtri  x  nt,  but  as  a  purclia^. 

The  Lord  has  lately  visited  nw  with  a  danireroiiai  fever;  which  conlined 
nie  to  my  nM»ni  nuiny  days,  and  excluded  me  from  the  ])ul])it  several  Sunday?. 
I  am  still  extrenielv  weak  in  bod  v.  Prav  that  I  mav  be  stronj?  in  the  faith 
of  our  l.«»rd  Jesu^  ( 'hrist — in  his  most  precious  and  everlasting  righteou^mstf. 
I  reniniii  ;tlV.  eilniiatiiy  your:?.  J.    IIkkvkv. 

/*.  'V.  —  S;  ml  me  a  dozen  of  your  Aplu>risms,  when  they  are  publisheil. 

*  .l/ih-  rl,suifi  on  tin'  A»fiiiniii'T  (/  I'a'-th.  The  Mih.itano*'  of  them  originally  wa*  wiiiit 
Mr.  Ilir\ty  taki's  notice  of  i.i  Ms  Kfter,  ililtJ  Oct.  1»,  Mhh.  AltcrwjiriKs  Sir.  lltrvty 
iii->iri'il  Miv  t.)  draw  up  tlie  >ulj>i;MH"t'  uf  iln*  whole  lh.it  h.iil  Ihimi  canv.'i^'Sf.l,  in  as  cmicisr' a 
iM.nimra>  |  ">sil.le,  frir  hi^  '»\v!i  i,.-\'.  Tiiis,  some  lime  aflrr,  1  propostd  for  priutiuj,  ;inJ 
i-  I  he  nl;:^l:^«■Iipt  lore  nu  itlinnril. 

f  Or,  in  r^thiT  W'M«Is,  the  tMii.:-  Ii-.u'i'  that  is  founiled  ou  the  truth  we  belief c  eonetruiiij; 
(hiisl  ;;i\i'n  to  he  iH'Hevcd  on,  i-r  i  •  iirule«l  in. 
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My  hear  Friend,  Sept.  8,  IJBJ. 

Cue  principal  cause  of  ray  long  silence,  I  do  assure  you,  was  my  igno- 
icc  of  the  place  of  your  residence  in  London.  I  knew  not,  till  Mr.  — 
iterday  gave  me  a  direction,  where  to  write  to  you. 

[  thank  you  for  your  last  packet.  But  you  must  give  mo  leave  to  insist 
m  paying  for  the  contents,  when  I  have  the  pleasure  of  your  company, 
ich  I  want  much.  Cannot  you  take  "Weston  in  your  way,  and  contrive 
spend  a  couple  of  days  with  me  ?  I  cannot  bo  satisfied  with  a  shorter 
yi  I  have  much  to  say  to  you ;  but  as  I  hope  to  see  you,  and  converse 
e  to  face,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  communicate  my  thoughts  by  ink  and  pen. 

[  have  just  published  three  sermons.     If  you  will  call  upon  Mr.  R ^^s, 

St.  Paul's  Church-yard,  or  send  a  messenger  with  the  note  subjoined  to 
s  letter,  he  will  deliver  two  of  my  pieces.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  peruse 
tm,  with  your  pen  in  your  hand ;  and  to  transmit  whatever  observations 
y  occur.  I  have  some  remarks  upon  your  Aphorisms,  which  you  shall 
when  you  give  me  your  company.  Have  you  seen  a  couple  of  volumes, 
sly  published,  and  entitled.  Letters  on  Theron  and  Aspasio  ?  You  come 
for  a  share  of  chastisement.  What  is  your  opinion,  in  general,  of  this 
formance  ?  As  to  particular  passages,  we  will  postpone  the  examination 
them  till  God's  providence  grants  us  a  personal  interview  *.  Do  you 
3w  who  is,  or  who  is  supposed  to  be,  the  author  of  this  piece  ? 
May  the  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  prosper  in  your  heart,  your  tongue,  your 
1,  and  in  those  of  your  truly  affectionate  friend,  J.  Hervet. 


Dear  Mr.  Cudworth,  Feb.  22,  1768. 

I  received  your  letter,  and  return  you  my  very  sincere  thanks  for  your 
larks  f .  I  only  wish  that  there  had  been  more  of  them. 
[  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  you  give  me  your  company  at  Weston, 
on  we  will  examine  the  three  Dialogues,  as  they  appear  in  their  new  form  ; 
i  will  consider  and  determine  concerning  their  publication  J ;  or  rather 
1  beseech  the  only  wise  God  our  Saviour,  to  overrule  and  guide  our  detor- 
lation.     Contrive  to  stay  some  time  with  me. 

Fry  if  you  can  get  me  Taylor's  book  ;  or  any  of  those  which  you  showed 
.  Neonomianism  Unmasked,  if  you  can  light  on,  purchase  for  me.  I 
jh  you  growing  consolation  in  Christ,  deliverance  from  all  your  troubles, 
1  abundant  success  in  spreading  abroad  the  savour  of  our  Redeemei^s  name. 
whom  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  true  and  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

J.  Hervet. 


Dear  Mr.  Cudworth.  March  1. 

Yesterday  your  favour  came  to  hand.  I  hope  to  see  you  at  Weston  ere 
ig,  and  then  I  will  deliver  the  letters  §  into  your  own  hand.  I  have  sent 
1  a  couple  of  franks.     If  you  want  more,  when  I  see  you  I  will  endeavour 

The  result  of  this  coDsideratioDy  and  of  my  after  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sandeman, 
Vf  r.  llervey*s  request,  see  in  the  Defence  of  Theron  and  Aspasio. 
*  Remarks  on  Theron  and  Aspasio,  considered  with  regard  to  the  ohjections  raised  by 

Author  of  the  Letters. 

The  publication  of  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  Dialogues,  corrected  with  regard  to  the 
ections  of  Mr.  Sandeman. 

Letters  of  correspondence  between  me  and  Mr.  Sindein»xi. 
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to  supply  you.  I  am  glad  you  are  debating  the  important  point  wHb  lb  ■> 
Sandcinan.  He  seisms  to  be  an  acute  person;  and  if  there  is  a  flaw  is  I  ^ 
our  cause,  lie  will  be  likely  to  discover  it.  But  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  k 
has  found  no  such  thing  hitherto. 

May  the  God  of  truth  and  grace  be  with  you  ;  and  enable  you  to  under. 
stand  and  defend  the  first ;  to  experience  and  abundantly  enjoy  the  lut 

Please  to  prest*nt  my  very  affectionate  respects  to  your  worthy  kinsoMi 

Mr. ,  and  recommend  to  his  prayer,  and  remember  in  your  own,  dot 

Sr,  your  brother  in  Christ,  J-  IIkrvet. 


Dear  Mr.  Cudwortii,  July  15. 

Tliis  comes  to  dt'sire  you  will  inform  me  how  I  may  direct  a  large  letter 
to  vou :  whicli  I  will  ^end,  as  soon  as  your  answer  is  received.  It  isamaoi- 
script*,  which  wants  y(»ur  examination,  and  it  is  of  some  importaneei 
Therefore  I  am  somewhat  solicitous  that  it  may  not  miscarry.  Youis  aff«^ 
tionatelv,  J.  IIervet. 

P.S. — You  may  direct  you  letter  to  stop  at  Northampton.  Donotioe 
any  of  your  franks.  You  will  have  greater  occasion  for  them.  Or,  if  roar 
stock  is  spent,  let  me  know. 


Dear  Mr,  CrnwoRTii,  Jufy  2?. 

Tliis  day  I  have  received  your  letter,  with  the  two  manuscript  sheets 
enclitsed.  Accept  my  thanks  fur  your  remarks,  and  let  me  beg  of  you  to 
examine  the  two  shrets  wliicli  are  now  sent.     I  will  take  your  advice  with 

n*ganl  to  Mr.  B ;  and  follow  your  hint  concerning  your  own  work.    I 

apprehend  there  will  he  about  ten  such  bheets ;  and  that  the  piece  will  make 
H  two-shilling  pamphlet.  I  must  entreat  you  to  get  time  for  the  revisal  of  all ; 
which  shall  l)o  sent  you  aj'  you  shall  he  able  to  dispatch  the  work.  I  am, 
dear  iSir,  most  conliallv  yours,  J.   Hervey. 


Mv    DEAR    FhTEN1»,  AftffllM  2. 

Last  week  I  sent  you  two  sheets  of  the  manuscript,  now  I  send  you  two 
more  for  y(»ur  revisal.  If  you  see  a  fair  opjxirtunity  of  contnicting,  please 
to  make  nsr  of  it ;  for  I  fear  the  piece  will  In.'  too  long.  Enclose  what  von 
think  may  he  omitted  in  a  j>arcnthesis,  by  a  pencil.  Pray  examine  n^'^oT- 
ously,  hy  which  you  will  very  much  oblige  your  truly  affectionate, 

J.   Hervey. 


Mv    HEAR    FiUEM),  Alff/UM  0. 

Hero  I  enclose  two  sheets  more.  Tliey  are  very  long;  but  I  hoju^  you 
will  get  time  to  revise  them.  Your  last  ])acket  I  received,  and  am  nnich 
obliged  for  your  remarks.  I  api)rehend  the  piece  will  make  a  two-shilling 
pamphlet.  If  you  could  suggest  or  introduce  any  thing  to  make  it  edifying 
and  useful,  I  should  be  glad.  Would  it  not  be  proper  to  print  Mr.  "Wesley's 
letter,  and  i)refix  it  to  my  answer  ?     Have  you  left  your  own  two  books  for 

•  This  was  an   answer  to  Mr.  John  Wesley's  objections  against  Tlicron  and   Aspai^io, 
anil  is  so  valuable  a  defence  of  imyxiU'd  x\2\\VfcOM%v\e«L%,  \X\>sX  wa  y^^^^^^^^*^^ ^"^  Ttvs^->^\  v^\»t 
tU'ifirtd.     It  has  been  since  vu\»\W\veOL  \>\  Mt.  \\tT\t>i**  \^\«\>\\^t,  %.\3A  wva.>j\s«.  ^^^wva.^- 

prcctdhig  part  of  this  volume. 
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me  at  my  brother's  ?     If  you  have  not,  please  to  leave  them  at  Mr.  J.  R — V 
in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard.     I  am,  dear  Sir,  cordially  yours  in  Christ  Jesus, 

J.  Hervey. 
P,S. — I  suppose  about  three  sheets  more  will  finish  the  work. 


Mr.  dear  Friend,  Atigiut  16. 

Here  are  two  more  sheets.  The  last  I  received  with  your  valuable 
remarks.  Pray  bestow  the  same  attention  on  these.  Two  more,  or  less,  will 
finish  the  essay ;  then  I  will  discontinue  writing,  and  employ  myself  in  read- 
ing, especially  in  reading  Luther's  comment.*  Cannot  you  procure  for  me 
Taylor's  book  ?     I  am,  dear  Sir,  affectionately  yours,  J.  Hervey. 


My  dear  Friend,  September  23. 

I  received  in  due  time  your  last  letter.     Should  have  sent  the  conclusion 
of  my  manuscript,  but  it  has  been  lent  out,  and  is  not  yet  returned. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  sec  your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sandeman.  The 
enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter,  which  I  sent,  some  years  ago,  to  two  male- 
factors under  sentence  of  death.  It  is  got  into  a  good  many  hands.  Some 
would  have  me  print  it.  I  wish  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  revise  it,  and 
give  me  your  opinion.  People  s«iy  there  is  not  enough  ^d  concerning  the 
spiritual  change,  or  the  new  heart. 

My  next  shall  bring  you  a  little  piece  of  mine,  which,  without  my  know- 
ledge, has  passed  the  press.  I  have  lately  been  in  great  want  of  franks,  but 
now  I  have  got  a  recruit. 

I  have  been  very  ill  this  week,  but  had  strength  enough  to  read  in  your 
book.  I  was  much  edified  by  Mr.  Simpson'^s  sermons.  Pray,  are  his  whole 
works  to  be  procured  ?  and  are  they  of  the  same  spirit  with  the  sermons 
which  you  have  given  us  ?  If  so,  I  should  desire  to  see,  to  possess  them  all. 
I  am,  very  affectionately,  yours,  J.  Hervey. 


My  dear  Friend,  December  2. 

Excuse  me  for  keeping  your  MS.t  so  long ;  I  have  been  extremely  ill. 
Tliis  morning  I  have  been  up  for  four  hours,  and  in  all  that  time  not  able  to 
look  into  a  book  or  hold  up  my  head. 

I  fully  assent  to  your  opinion.  Tliink  you  have  proved  the  warrant  for  a 
anner's  application  of  Christ  very  satisfactorily.  If  I  live,  I  should  much 
desire  a  copy  of  this  your  correspondence,  when  you  have  revised  and  finished 
it ;  or  do  you  intend  to  print  it"? 

Have  you  got  some  complete  sets  of  your  works  ?     If  you  have,  I  wish  you 

would  lodge  about  four  of  them  at  Mr.  R n's.     Let  them  be  only  in 

sheets.  And  when  you  have  given  me  notice  that  they  are  deposited  with 
him,  I  will  order  him  to  pay  you  a  guinea  for  them.  I  promised  a  worthy 
clergyman  a  set  some  days  ago.     Yours  affectionately,  J.  Hervey. 


Dear  Mr.  Cud  worth,  December  15. 

I  am  so  weak  I  am  scarce  able  to  write  my  name:]:.         J.  Hervey. 

*  As  abridged  and  designed  for  the  Evangelical  Library. 

f  The  remaining  part  of  my  correspondence  with  Mr.  Sandeman. 

t  Hearing  how  dangerously  ill  Mr.  Henrey  was,  I  wrote  to  remind  him  of  leaving  some- 
thing under  his  hand  in  regard  to  his  writings,  as  he  knew  the  «itu&tvo^  qC  iS^tx&'^^m 
qtiired  it;  and  this  was  all  the  answer  he  could  give  me. 


The  Sinn  and  substance  of  the  d 
(lod  ]i<atli  so  given  eternal   life  in  1 
fully  warninU*d  to  receive  Christ, 
alone,  without  waiting  for  any  inwa 
way  requisite  in  order  to  such  a  rece^ 

This  doctrine  has  been  hitherto  O} 
inward  motions,  feelings,  or  desires  w 
that  these  inward  motions,  feelings,  > 
of  Christ  spoken  of  in  the  Scriptur 
must  be  discerned  in  us  in  that  light,  b 
assurance  of  salvation  by  him.    2.  Th 
Christ,  or  appropriate  him,  he  is  ours,  i 
priate  him  or  no.     3.  That  it  is  assu 
know,  is  al)solut<;ly  fnlsc.     4.  That  the 
hypocrites  may  and  do  often  thus  assu 
tiling  in  faitli,   thus  understood  or  ex 
cause  of  good  works,  by  which  it  is 
6.  Tliat  it  is  contrary  to  all  self-examii 
7*  That  such  doctrine  is  a  great  disco un 

In  answer  to  all  this,  we  have  asserte 
coming  Jesus  is  addressed  to  sinners,  tli 
being  directed  to  wait  for  any  inward  r 
of  sins,  and  eternal  life  in  Christ,  are  sa 
and  they  are  immediately  called  to  beli* 
inward  motions,  feelings,  or  desiroe  '»-*- 
arc  motions,  di^o'—- 
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vrbat  God  hath  spoken.  And,  4.  Tliat  it  is  here  the  presumptuous  and  the 
liypocritc  do  err  and  destroy  themselves,  and  not  in  believing  according  to 
that  which  is  spoken.  5.  That  good  works  are  works  of  love  to  God,  thus 
manifested ;  and  therefore  it  is  the  only  principle  of  good  works  on  this 
accoimt :  '^  We  love  him  because  he  first  loved  us."  So  that  it  differs  from  a 
false  faith,  as  the  belief  of  a  truth  differs  from  the  belief  of  a  falshood,  and  as 
an  apprehension  of  the  divine  favour  begets  love  and  obedience,  rather  than  an 
apprehension  of  wrath.  6.  That  a  proper  self-examination  is  therefore,  whe- 
ther we  thus  live  by  Christ  alone,  or  whether  we  are  waiting  for  something 
more  ?  And,  7*  Tliat  it  is  far  from  discouraging  the  chiefest  sinners,  to  let  them 
know  that  God  hath  given  to  them  eternal  life  in  his  Son,  although  it  very 
possibly  may,  and  ought  to,  discourage  every  one  from  seeking  relief  in  them- 
selves, while  the  divine  declarations  point  us  so  plainly  to  the  salvation  given 
in  Christ  Jesus  to  the  guilty. 

We  have  now  to  engage  with  another  kind  of  an  opponent,  one  that  tells 
us,  ^^  That  on  account  of  our  thus  pleading  for  assurance  of  salvation,  by 
receiving  or  appropriating  Christ  as  given  to  us,  we  are  also  to  be  classed 
with  the  popular  preachers,  inasmuch  as  we  also  lead  the  guilty,  as  they  do, 
to  seek  after  some  inward  motions,  feelings,  or  desires,  as  some  way  requisite 
in  order  to  acceptance  with  God,  not  understanding  how  God  can  appear  just 
to  an  unrighteous  person,  in  justifying  him  as  he  at  present  stands,  without 
some  motion  in  his  will,  &c.  That  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  popular  preachers 
is  devised  for  producing,  animating,  and  directing  this  motion,  that  so  the 
anxious  hearer  may  find  about  himself  some  distinguisliing  reason  why  the 
Deity  may  regard  him  more  than  others.  That  the  work  finished  by  Jesus 
Christ  in  his  death,  proved  by  his  resurrection,  is  all-sufficient  to  justify  the 
guilty.  That  the  whole  benefit  of  this  event  is  conveyed  to  men,  only  by  the 
apostolic  re|K)rt  concerning  it ;  and  that  this  whole  benefit  is  no  more  than  a 
possibility  of  salvation  depending  upon  the  divine  sovereignty.  That  every 
one  v^io  understands  this  report  to  be  true,  or  is  persuaded  that  the  event 
actually  happened,  as  testified  by  the  apostles,  is  justified,  and  finds  relief 
to  his  guilty  conscience,  i.  e.  the  relief  of  the  above-mentioned  possibility. 
Tliat  such  are  relieved,  not  by  finding  any  favourable  symptoms  about  their 
heart,  but  by  finding  their  report  to  be  true.  That  all  the  divine  power 
which  operates  on  the  minds  of  men,  either  to  give  the  first  relief  to  their 
consciences,  or  to  influence  them  in  every  part  of  their  obedience,  is  persuasive 
power,  or  the  forcible  conviction  of  truth.  That  oiur  primary  notion  of  the 
divine  ch«iracter  can  give  no  comfort  to  the  guilty,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
make  them  miserable  by  a  sense  of  fear  and  shame.  That  when  a  man 
knows  how  God  may  be  just,  in  justifying  him  as  he  at  present  stands, 
he  finds  relief  from  the  aforementioned  disquieting  fear." 

To  this  we  reply  in  general,  That  we  agree  to  the  greatest  part,  to  almost 
all  these  assertions,  as  most  valuable  truths,  and  stand  corrected  by  some  of 
them  ;  particularly  wherever  we  have  too  charitably  supposed  or  admitted  a 
belief  of  the  report,  contrary  to  the  Scripture  declaration,  "  They  that  know 
thy  name  will  put  their  trust  in  thee  *;"  and  thereby  have  been  sometimes  t 
led  to  fall  in  with  the  multitude,  who  make  light  of  the  belief  of  the  report 

*   Mr.  Hervey  had  begun  a  correction  of  his  three  last  Dialogues  in  this  view, 
t  Someiimcs  ;  for  the  force  of  truth  frequently  prevailed  agdnst  this  mistake^  belie 
Mr.  Sandetnan'B  performance  appeared. 
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as  a  common  thing ;  whereas,  to  know  tlie  real  truth  of  the  goepel,  in  &• 
tinction  fr«>m  every  corrupting  and  contradictory  falsehood,  in  the  pecnfiv 
teaching  of  God ;   and  every  one  that  has  ^*  so  heard  and  learned  of  tte 
Father,  comes  to  Christ."    "VVe  agree,  that  "  our  primary  notion  of  the  diviie 
character  makes  the  guilty  miserahlc,  hy  a  senile  of  fear  and  shame ;"  batm 
deny  that  relief  fn>ni  this  fear  is  obtained,  without  bi'ing  as  certain  that  m 
have  righti*ousne8S,  as  we  are  that  we  have  guilt.       The  divine  decla» 
tion  of  Clirist,  given  tu  Im;  K'lieved  on,  affords  a  foundation  for  this  certabityf 
and  contains,  therefore,  more  tluan  such  a  possibility  as  is  above-mentioiMd 
We  al.'^o  deny  tlie  eliarge,  that  we  li*ad  the  guilty,  as  the  popular  preacbcq 
do,  to  seek  after  some  inward  motions,  feelings,  or  desires,  as  some  way  requi- 
site in  order  to  neceptanee  with  God.  For,  notwithstanding  the  righteonaieai 
a]>propriated  relates  to  aceeptance  with  God,  the  appropriation  we  plead  for 
relate?-  only  to  the  eonseiousness,  knowledge,  and  enjoyment  of  that  right- 
cousiu<.s  wlion-by  tlir  guilty  an>  justified.     And  we  affirm*  that  t<*  receive i 
gift  is  no  pre-re(]uisite  f>r  condition,  as  sueh  receiving  has  no  existence  with- 
out the  thin^f  reeeivf<l  ;  and  to  be  so  enriched,  is  not  to  be  enriched  bv  fmr 
act  of  reci'ivin;:,  or  wliat  we  do,  but  only  by  what  we  receive.     But  as  Mr. 
Sandeman's  attack  well  deserves  a  more  particular  defence,  we  consider  it  a 
foHows  : 

*^  lliis  our  favourite  author  then,  at  least  sn  far,  la«(t  si;;lit  of  the  imputed 
righteoiisn4>ss,  as  tt)  mix  another  with  it?  Has  he  so  embarrassed,  or  rather 
shut  up,  our  aciM'ss  to  the  divine  righteousness,  as  to  hold  forth  a  preliminary 
human  one  as  some  way  expinlieut,  or  rather  necessar}',  to  our  enjoying  tlie 
C4)m forts  and  Iwucfits  of  it.*  " 

No,  far  froui  it  ;  but  as  the  ])inehing  ])oint  in  the  conscience  is  not,  tliat 
thrre  is  no  sueli  rightetiusucss  in  bring  as  ]>leasetli  God,  but  that  we  have  no 
surh  ri;^ditt'ousness  ;  sti  we  understand  tlu*  couifort  and  iK'ncfit  of  Ciin!>i'$ 
ri^bti'nuMn-s  in  \u\  that  it  is  a  sullicient  rigliti-nUMiess  iu  our  brlialf.  Anil  we 
wln>  jdrad  for  iIh-  di\iiir  ^'rant  of  tliis  ri«:liti'ousness  to  dinners  as  such,  vt-ry 
evitlrutly  inaiiitain,  that  tlicrr  is  no  preliminary  righteousness  neeess^iry  to 
sueh  a  enuclusinii. 

''I  sprak  of  tluiM"  teaelurs,  wlio,  having  largely  insisted  on  the  eorruj»tioii 
of  human  uatun*,  ronrluded  thf  w]n»K'  world  guilty  before  CJod,  ebiquently 
si-t  forth  tin*  uiressity  of  an  atoneuimt,  zi-alously  maintained  the  Scripture 
doc'trinr  eonocruiui:  tin*  jmtsou  and  work  of  Christ,  yet,  after  all,  leave  us  ns 
much  iu  tin*  dark  as  t(»  our  comfort,  as  if  .Jesus  Christ  IkuI  never  appeared  ; 
and  mark  out  as  insu]M'rablc  a  task  for  us,  as  if  he  had  not  finished  his  work.'^ 

Thi>  charm*  mav  br   verv  i»roiM-rlv  exhibited  a'xaiust  those  teachers  who 

•~  .  all.  C 

h*ave  n-  a»*  much  in  tlic  dark  as  they  found  us,  unless  we  can  find  out  sonio- 
thin;r  within  (Hirselves  to  distini:ui>li  us  from  other  sinners.  lUit  Aspa«iu's 
dortriu<»  brinirs  Christ  near  to  «anltv  sinners  as  sueh,  for  their  imiiiediate 
enjoyment.  Take  and  have,  receivi-  and  jMtssess,  relates  only  to  i)ersonal 
enjoyment;  is  no  task,  n(»  entitling  ci»ndition  ;  the  appropriation  being  fully 
warranted  bv  the  truth  be]ieve<l,  and  ettected  bv  the  belief  of  it. 

"  Wliile,  with  'Teat  asMduitv  and  eaniestness,  thev  are  busied  in  de.>?cril>- 
lug  to  us,  animating  us  with  various  encouragements,  and  furnishing  us  witli 

the  rvftly. 
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manifold  insinictiona  how  to  perform  that  strange  something  which  is  to  make 
out  our  connexion  with  Christ,  and  hring  his  righteousness  home  to  us/' 

We  say,  Christ's  righteousness  is  "  brought  home  to  us  *"  in  the  gospel 
declaration,  without  the  necessity  of  any  interrening  righteousness  to  warrant 
UB  to  call  it  oxuB.  "We  only  receive  what  is  freely  given, — that  is  all  the 
strange  something  we  have  pleaded  for ;  and  that  not  for  our  acceptance  with 
Qod  in  virtue  of  our  act,  but  only  to  know  and  enjoy  that  righteousness  as 
ours,  on  account  of  which  alone  we  are  accepted. 

^^  Setting  them  te  work  to  do  something,  under  whatever  name,  to  make 
up  their  peace  with  God." 

Not  so  with  us,  who  receive  and  live  by  Christ's  righteousness ;  with  which 
C}od  hath  declared  himself  already  well  pleased. 

**  Every  doctrine  w^hich  teaches  us  te  do  or  endeavour  any  thing  toward 
our  acceptance  with  God,  stands  opposed  te  the  doctrine  of  the  apostlos.^^ 

But  the  doctrine  we  plead  for,  teaches  us  te  live  by  what  Christ  has 
already  done,  as  being  given  to  us  for  that  purpose.  To  say  that  I  must  do, 
or  endeavour  any  thing,  that  I  may  be  accepted,  is  a  contradiction  to  that 
believing  on  Christ  we  plead  for ;  which  is,  in  fact,  neither  more  nor  less 
than  living  upon  him  as  our  whole,  only,  and  complete  salvation ;  and  will, 
on  that  account,  bear  the  test  of  the  apostle's  word,  ''  To  him  that  worketh 
not,  but  belicveth  on  him  that  justifiieth  the  ungodly,"  &c.  As  this  faith 
cannot  be  separated  from  the  truth  believed,  nor  the  truth  believed  from 
Christ  the  subject  of  that  truth,  so  te  be  justified  by  faith,  by  Christ,  or  by 
his  blood,  is  the  same  thing.  Nor  can  any  doing  for  acceptance  bo  charged 
upon  this  believing  on  Christ,  while  its  native  language  is,  ''  In  the  Lord 
have  I  righteousness." 

Pala^mon's*  main  argument  is,  ^'  If  the  work  finished  by  Jesus  Christ  is 
alone  sufficient  for  justification,  then  no  appropriation  or  reception  is  neces- 
sary thereto."  "We  reply,  that  that  alone  is  sufficient ;  therefore  reception  or 
appropriation  belongs  to  our  conscious  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the 
justifying  righteousness,  to  the  manifestation  of  our  justification  by  it,  and  to 
the  influence  of  it  in  our  lives  and  conversations. 

Palsemon  thinks  he  docs  not  deny  the  sufficiency  of  Christ,  when  he  con- 
nects faith  and  salvation  together,  and  maintains  that  all  who  believe  this 
sufficiency  will  be  saved,  and  all  who  believe  it  not  will  perish. 

He  admits  that  a  work  of  God  is  necessary  in  the  justified,  that  is,  to  beget 
hiihy  to  beget  in  them  a  persuasion  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  justifying 
righteousness. 

He  judges  this  cannot  be  a  contradiction  to  the  one  thing  needful  alone  ; 
because  it  is  wholly  a  persuasion  of  the  sufficiency  of  that  alone,  without 
more.  In  what  light  then  are  we  to  consider  this  farther  work  of  God,  in 
persuading  us  of  the  sufficiency  of  this  righteousness  ?  Not  as  an  addition  to 
the  sufficient  righteousness,  but  only  as  relative  to  the  knowledge  of  it  He 
is  justified  by  believing,  only  as  he  is  justified  by  what  he  believes. 

Neither  does  he  think  he  denies  the  sufficient  righteousness,  when  he  main- 
tains faith,  love,  and  self-denied  obedience,  as  necessary  to  demonstrate  his 
portion  in  this  righteousness,  or  that  he  is  a  justified  person;  because,  in 

*  The  name  the  author  of  the  Letters  has  chosen  for  himself,  as  Mr.  Hervey  is  to  he  un- 
derstood by  Aspasio. 
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tlicAc  octA,  or  in  tliia  oIxmIiciicc,  ho  is  not  doin/r  sDmcthing  to  be  justified,  bat 
proi'otHliiiir  in  tho  way  "'  of  )Kiinful  desire  and  fear,"  in  order  to  know  hia- 
self  to  1>e  jiistifii'd. 

lIi'ncL*  it  is  ai»])anMit,  that  he  must  W  oblijjed  to  allow,  that  although 'tl» 
work  finished  hy  Christ  on  the  croaa  is  the  sole  requisite  to  justlficatioii,  yet, 
in  this  view,  sume thins  more  is  necessary  to  the  knowledge  of  his  intent  in 
this  riirhteou.smss  or  of  hir^  justifieation  1)v  it ;  and  that  to  maintain  thin  ii 
no  ciintradi4-tioii  t»>  the  soU*  n'tjuisitts  hut  a  procedure  upon  it.  Wliat  he  it 
o1>1i};ed  ti)  ])h*:id  for  liiui.si'lf,  lie  nuiHt  also  allow  to  us ;  and  the  diffiTnice 
iK'twern  us  is  n«»l  in  regard  of  tin*  sole  n'quis*ite,  hut  our  pres(»nt  enjoyroeiit 
of  it,  i»r  the  knowlcilsje  (»f  our  justitication  hy  this  alone.  He  sa}"s,  with  the 
multitude,  "in  tin*  way  of  ]»:unful  dwirc  and  fear,"  till  we  come  to  the 
knowliMlm^  of  the  ditfen*nce  Cir>d  has  made  l)etwcen  us  and  others  ;  wcsar, 
hy  the  free  grant  of  the  gospel  to  the  alwolutcly  guilty  without  diffLTcnce. 

'*  The  iloctrine  of  the  apoistles,  instead  of  direeting  us  what  to  do,  sctit 
biTun*  us  all  that  the  most  disquieted  conseiem*c  can  require,  in  order  to 
acceptiuee  with  (Sod,  as  already  done  and  finished  hy  Jesus  Christ." 

A  dis<{uieted  conr^i'ieuce  requires  a  righteousnesM  jdeasing  to  God  in  itsovi 
behalf.  No  righti'ousuess  will  quiet  my  c(»nscience,  uules^s  I  consider  it  asi 
righteou«<ness  fur  m4*.  The  righteousness  which  pleasi'th  Gofl,  is  alrvadj 
done  and  finished  hy  Ji*sus  Christ.  Pala^mon  considers  this  righteunaness  » 
respecting  himsi'lf,  only  as  far  as  he  discovers  his  own  faith,  love,  and  self- 
denied  ohi'dieuee.  AVe  eonsi<ler  it  as  given  to  tlie  absolutely  guilty,  war- 
ranting such  to  live  hy  it,  as  so  given  to  them  for  that  purpose. 

Pahenitm's  notion,  that  (r(>4l  hath  n]>]>ointed  no  way  but  by  our  works,  tobe 
assure4l  of  salvation  hy  Christ  alom*,  rrndershisdoing,  endeavouring,  striving, 
&e.  scarcely  4liiren»nt  in  any  thing  from  d(»ing  that  we  may  livo.  Tliere  arc 
few  S4>  wi'ak  as  to  think  that  they  can  alter  (i04rs  mind  or  purjKise  hy  their 
]H'rf«>riiianr('>  ;  hut,  not  knowini'  what  lie  has  ]>iir]>o:?i'd,  they  do,  that  they 
mav  fthtain  satixfactinn  in  thfir  minds  about  their  salvation  :  an4l  Paheinon's 
dtjing  seems  t4)  hr  wholly  of  tliis  snrt,  that  is,  in  fact,  for  peace  with  (iod,  and 
not  from  it. 

"■  What  Clirist  has  don(»,  is  that  which  ])leascth  God ;  what  he  hath  d^-no. 
is  that  whieh  (|uiits  the  guilty  conseirnce  uf  man  as  soon  as  he  knows  it." 

As  soon  a^»  hr  knows  it  n'spcets  him  a  guilty  sinner.  If  the  fear  of  the 
guilty  eonsriinij*  coiisistiMl  only  in  an  uncertainty  of  there  lK'in;r  any  rijit- 
eousnt'SH  whiih  ])lrasi'th  (iod  in  the  bi-lialf  (»f  tlu-  elect,  or  the  (|ualitit4l,  tlim 
the  guilty  con^cii-nct'  would  Im'  ijuietcd  as  soon  as  it  ia  evident  there  i^  such 
a  rightcousnes-*.  Hut  tliis  is  not  the  ease  :  the  fear  of  the  guilty  eon^cionci' 
is  a  tlrcad  of  GimI,  hrcausj*  I  have  no  such  righteousness — because  I  liave  no 
rightcMiusncss  upon  which  I  can  he  assured  he  is  j>lea3ed  ^x-ith  me.  And  this 
guilty  conscience  cannot  be  fjuiete«l,  nnless  1  4liscovcr  the  righteouisncss  which 
pleas^eth  (fod  in  my  own  behalf. 

As  we  coHi'eive  the  report  of  the  gospel,  of  sut)icient  righteousness  freely 
given  in  Je:?us,  suits  the  guilty  conscience  thus  uudcrstoud  ;  so  we  agree,  tli-il 
whenever  we  liear  of  this  ]>rovision  of  di\ine  grace,  we  have  no  occasion  for 
any  other  tpn'stion  but  this,  *•  Is  it  tnu^  or  not  i  If  we  find  it  true,  wc  ari' 
haj»i)y  ; "  an<l  it  is  Pahcmon,  an<l  not  we,  tliat  stands  in  neeil  <»f  anntlicr 
righteonsness  to  (juiet  the  guilty  conscience. 

Pahumun  considers  '"  the  work  of  Christ  as  a  sufficient  foundation  whercttn 


r. 
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to  rest  the  whole  weight  of  our  acceptance  with  God,"  while,  at  the  same 
timo,  he  asserts  that  his  own  part  or  lot  in  this  righteousness  "is  not  so 
easily  settled  ; "  hut  that  he  must  wait  and  work  for  it  in  the  way  of  "  pain- 
ful desire  and  fear,  till  he  is  at  last  crowned  with  enjoyment,"  in  a  clear 
discovery  of  his  having  faith,  love,  and  self-denied  ohedicnce.  We  judge 
ourselves  not  left  to  this  uncertainty ;  and  that,  without  tlio  discovery  of  any 
such  difference  hetwixt  us  and  other  men,  we  are  allowed  to  receive,  enjoy, 
and  live  upon  Jesus  Christ,  as  freely  given  to  sinners  in  the  gospel ;  even  as 
thoeo  who  are  invited  to  an  entertainment  are  freely  allowed  to  partake  of 
"what  is  set  hefore  them.  Palsemon's  view  of  the  gospel  report  sets  him  at  a 
distance  from  enjoyment,  or  leaves  him  in  uncertainty,  till  his  ohedience 
manifests  a  difference  hetwixt  him  and  others.  Our  view  is  of  the  sufficient 
righteousness  hrought  quite  home,  so  that  our  first  act  is  to  live  hy  it^  that  in 
the  strength  thereof  we  may  be  influenced  by  love  to  him  that  first  loved  us. 
It  is  true,  the  Scripture  "  no  where  ascertains  that  Christ  died  for  me  in 
particular."  But  it  allows,  invites,  and  commands  me,  a  guilty  sinner,  with- 
out more,  to  believe  on  him,  live  by  him.  Sec. ;  phrases  evidently  expressive  of 
the  appropriation,  trust,  or  confidence  we  plead  for. 

Our  author  says,  ''  That  Clirist  died,  that  he  gave  his  life  a  ransom  for 
many,  is,  indeed,  a  truth  fully  ascertained  in  the  Scriptures,  for  the  relief  of 
the  shipwrecked  and  desperate."  But  can  it  relieve  any  farther  than  it  re- 
spects ourselves  ?  And  if  the  gospel  declaration  concerning  this  righteousness 
doth  not  respect  us  any  farther  than  as  we  apprehend  we  may  be  of  the  elect, 
or  that  we  have  their  qualifications,  how  docs  it  relieve  the  shipwrecked  and 
the  desperate  ?  It  rather  relieves  the  elect  and  the  qualified.  This  point 
seems  to  be  Mr.  Sandeman's  mystery ;  and  he  guards  the  inquiry  with  some- 
thing like.  Hence,  ye  profane  !  *'  The  world,'"'  says  he,  "  will  always  be 
objecting  thus."  A  plain  acknowledgment,  I  think,  that  that  is  the  question 
to  be  answered,  or  the  guilty  conscience  cannot  be  relieved ;  and  a  vindication 
of  our  view  of  the  gospel  report,  as  furnishing  us  with  the  gracious  answer. 

^^The  Scripture  often  ajfirms  the  final  perdition  of  many,  not  merely 
hearers  of  the  gospel,  but  who  have  heard  and  received  it  with  joy." 

This  is  an  objection  against  de|>ending  on  any  thing  I  at  present  feel,  but 
not  against  complying  with  the  divine  invitation,  to  live  by  the  sufficient 
righteousness  of  the  Son  of  God ;  an  objection  against  the  certainty  which 
arises  from  inherent  qualifications,  but  not  against  that  which  proceeds  solely 
on  the  divine  invitation  and  faithfulness. 

*^  Many  shall  seek  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able.''* 
Because  they  seek  not  by  faith  (by  the  truth  of  the  gospel),  but  as  it  were 
by  the  works  of  the  law. 

^^  Notwithstanding  their  great  confidence  about  their  acquaintance  with 
Christ,  and  their  interest  in  him,  and  their  experience  of  his  presence  with 
them,  he  will  at  last  say  unto  tliem,  /  nei>er  knew  you^  depart  from  me" 

The  confidence  of  those  condemned  is  evidently  not  a  confidence  built  upon 
the  finished  work  of  Christ  given  to  them,  or  the  divine  faithfulness  pledged 
to  sinners  in  the  gospel  report,  but  a  confidence  on  their  own  attainments 
and  experience,  wherein  ihey  judged  themselves  peculiarly  entitled  to  the 
heavenly  admission. 

Let  who  will  be  condemned,  it  is  allowed  by  Mr.  Sandeman,  that  eveiy 
believer  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  work  of  Christ  to  ^w^Vt^  >3ftft  \wi^gi^^V» 
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ju-ytititM.  An«l  ii  U  very  evident,  that  whaaoover  lives  by  that,  as  wffineirl  I  r 
for  him.  Wliwes  that  sutRciency.  and  ia  really  saved  by  what  he  belierei,  Ir- 
thoiich  t«-n  th-iusand  proft-a^ire  pi^rish. 

"  Whiu  thi-y  are  cundoiimLfl.  then,  as  h}']Hicrites  and  unbelievers,  they  an 
not  orn<l<.-inn-'d  f<*r  want  of  Aspasio*s  faith  :  and  that  fur  these  two  reasoiu: 
Thi-  tir^t  i?,  it  was  n«-ver  true  that  Christ  died  for  them ;  the  second  is,  that 
thtv  Wire  nnt  f:iuhv  in  tlii*  rr>ivct  ;  f^r  the  sacred  text  describes  them  u 
rather  t.-'  ounfidvnt  aKiut  tin  ir  interest  in  Christ." 

As  to  thr  tir!t«  it  is  n<it  Aspa^io's  faith  tliat  Christ  died  fur  them,  wbetha 
they  KliiAf  ii  i^r  n-i  ;  and  as  u*  the  s^-coml.  tliey  may  be  condemned  for  nejj- 
l«xtine  t'T  rj«viinv!  the  :;i^sp«-l  i^rant  of  a  Saviour  to  the  puilty  (wliich  is  the 
truth  Aspa^i"  ]drads  f*>r\  and  at  the  same  time  ttx)  confident  upon  their  ima- 
•nmni  atiainmriits  on  which  they  fnund  their  hopes. 

"  The  j«^s|H-l  pr.»p.M-s  nothini:  to  Iv  Wlieved  by  us  but  what  is  infalliUj 
Inu*.  whither  wi-  IkHivc  it  or  not." 

Hut  it  iToiHtM-s  somethiii:;  to  be  immtiliately  received  ami  enjoyed  hy  ns, 
without  porfonnin  J  any  entitling:  condition  wliatrver.  We  plead  fur  snch  i 
persuasion  as  is  the  ri'CtptiMn  uf  a  irift  ;  and  what  we  thus  n»ceive,  or  assun 
oursi'lvrs  I'f.  dipentls  f«»r  its  truth,  or  infallible  certainty,  on  the  veracity  and 
faithfuln<^s»  o(  (i«»d,  wlm  ha?i  pri*niist>d  sueh  ^hall  not  be  c«>nfounded.  T\'« 
airree.  that  a  ]vr*uasii>n  of  a  ]*ropo7iition.  true  in  itsi^lf,  must  be  grounded  oa 
the  e\iihnor  of  that  truth.  Ihit  thi-^  is  not  the  casi'  when  we  are  commanded 
to  In^lieve  *m,  or  trn^t  in,  the  Lord. 

"  The  ::i»>pil.  %\hirh  fon-tell!-  the  final  ]H'r«.litiun  of  so  many  of  it;^  hoarrra, 
^«»  manv  Mriou-lv  au^l  /.i-alou^lv  ex».n*is4d  about  it,  can  never  warrant  ua  to 
|H'rsuade  I'very  i»n"  wlm  hiars  it  that  Christ  died  for  him." 

The  l'o-jhI,  which  fMntells  the  final  perdition  of  so  many  of  its  hearers,  at 
the  ^anir  tiuv  warrant^  «  v»rv  licarrr  to  live  bv  the  rii:hteousness  it  reveals: 
and  a^-^un  -  tluin  nf  cti  rnal  salvation  who  thus  Inlieve  on  the  lA»rd  Jesw 
Chri'-t.  (If  li\i'  by  hi*.  rii;htr"UMi  •'i-*  alorif,  witltf>ut  more. 

"  rnliS«i  wr  «»li.iil  -.IV,  tliat  Chri-t  diid  fon-verv  individual  of  mankind,  ami 

•  ■ 

eoUM  ipuiiiiv  that  W'^iw  of  mankind  owt-  ihrir  salvation,  whoUv  to  bis  drntli." 
Thrv  owi*  thrir  salvati«»u,  and  a«»cribo  their  salvation,  whollv  to  his  death, 
wh«>  live  and  found  all  tluir  Iio|H'«  ou  that  alone.     Hesides,  our  ajij^ruj^riaiioD 
rrhitrs  onlv  li»  *'\iT  consiiou-  i»o*si-*sitin  or  eiiit>vmenl  of  that  which   justifies 
an«l  thrrrforc  is  no  mop'  lial»U'  to  the  above-mcntiimed  objirtion,  than  Pal.T- 
mon's  w«»rkinij  to  the  same  iiid.  in  a  wav  of  iiainfnl  desirr  and  fear,  till  he  i< 
erownrd  with  rnjovnii'Ut.      If  a  man  receives  .i  KMHK)  as  a  »fift,  d<ies  the  act 
exist  without  the  Ljit'l  .'      And  is  it  the  act  that  enriches  him,  or  the  riehi*s  he 
roeriv«s  ?   Wr,  nn  both  >iilfS,  jiload  (or  the  con>cious  enjoyment  i»f  the  dixioi' 
riiiht<'on«»n<.ss.      He.  that  wr  enjov  from  our  consciousness  of  our  acts  of  ohe- 
dirnco,  v'vc.  ;   \\i-,    bv  a    dlM-ovi-rv    of   the    >urtieieiit    riuhteousncss   -'rantrd 
mdrtinirrlv    to    i!i,.    i^uiltv,    in    such    a    manner    as    warrants     each     one* 
particular  a)>plication.     AVh»»  stands  freisl  from  the  doctrine  of  srlf-dcpmd- 
onee,  I  leave  ()thirs  to  ju'Il^'. 

In  tlh'  ^^econd  htt*T,  our  author  wishes  As]>asio*s  faith  had  been  -•  equally 
precious  with  the  apostolic."     As  the  ditVercnc*'  between  his  faith  and  oxin 
IS,  that  we  bcliovo  the  righteousness  which  ideasoth  (iod  is  L:iven  to  us  ijuiltv 
sinners  inimediatelv,  to  Vwe  \w  a^  ^a\x  onnvv,  nnXyv^AvVv^  ^J^vym^twa.  \\\\'?,  Vxvj^vv  V>«-^ 
oot  in  that  respect  appear  to  Ve  wore  vtccXow-^s  <^t  vj\<>xv-  w,,^^^A^^^^: - 
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Jt   is   tnie,   "'the  ajJOstlL'sj  never  tiiiigl it  inon  to  niakt"  one  sjtcj)  of  udvaiico 
towards  God,  on  the  prospect  that  God  would  condescend  and  come  down 
.   the  rest  of  tho  infinite  distance  to  meet  thcm/^ 

And  this  may  bo  a  suitable  argument  against  those  who  spend  their  time 
in  offering  Christ,  upon  certain  terms  or  conditions  to  be  performed  by  tho 
sinner.  But  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  in  what  we  plead  for.  Christ, 
or  his  righteousness,  does  not  meet  our  believing  application,  but  is  the  object 
of  it,  the  thing  applied.  It  is  Christ,  and  his  righteousness,  that  is  immedi- 
ately received,  appHed,  or  accounted  ours,  as  being  freely  given  or  granted  in 
the  gospel  report  So  that  our  appropriation  terminates  in  its  object,  and 
can  no  more  exist  without  Christ,  than  eating  can  without  food.  Is  it  propei 
to  say,  that,  in  eating,  a  man  malccs  only  a  step  of  advance  towards  his  food, 
on  the  prospect  that  the  food  shall  meet  him  ?  Just  as  improper  to  apply 
snch  representaticms  to  the  appropriation  pleaded  for. 

Tho  apostles  called  men  to  believe  on  tho  Ijord  Jesus  Christ,  in  such  a 
manner  of  address  as  is  inconsistent  with  intending  thereby  only  such  con- 
victions as  are  purely  passive— only  such  as  force  themselves  upon  the  mind 
by  the  evidence  of  their  truth.  The  apostolic  language  is,  "  Repent,  and  be 
baptised,  every  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of 
sins,"  Acts  ii.  38.  "  And  with  many  other  words  did  he  testify  and  exhort, 
saying,  Save  yourself  from  this  untoward  generation,'"  ver.  40.  And  again, 
**  Repent  ye,  therefore,  and  be  converted,**'  chap.  iii.  19.  And  again,  "  To 
him  gave  all  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name  whosoever  believeth 
in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins,'**  chap.  x.  43.  And  again,  "  Be  it 
known  unto  you,  therefore,  men  and  brethren,  that  through  this  man  is 
preached  unto  you  the  forgiveness  of  sin.  And  by  him  all  that  believe  are 
justified,"  chap.  xiii.  38,  39.  And  again,  *^  Believe  on  the  Ijord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved,*'  &c.  chap.  xvi.  31.  In  all  these  instances,  there  is 
something  exhorted  to,  called  believing  on  or  in,  Christ ;  being  baptized  in 
his  name  for  remission  of  sins ;  repenting,  and  being  converted  ;  something 
More  than  passive  conviction,  and,  at  the  same  time,  something  consistent 
with  the  alone  sufficiency  of  Christ's  righteousness,  which  can  be  neither  more 
nor  less  than  the  appropriation,  trust,  or  confidence  we  plead  for. 

That  **  the  promises  of  the  gospel  are  made  only  to  believers,"  will  never 
invalidate  our  plea  for  appropriation,  while  it  remains  true  that  the  grant  of 
Christ,  and  the  salvation  in  him,  is  made  to  sinners ;  and,  in  receiving  the 
g;rant,  they  evidently  commence  those  to  whom  tlie  promises  are  made ;  that 
is,  those  who  believe  on  Christ  according  to  tho  apostolic  exhortation.  And 
to  ainncTS,  thus  immediately  believing  on  Christ,  the  promises  are  ma<le ; 
^/h^y  To  encourage  such  to  draw  near,  and  live  with  confidence  on  the  suffi- 
cient righteousness ;  secondly ^  To  give  them  a  certainty  dependent  upon  the 
divine  faithfulness,  and  animating  thereby  to  the  most  ready  and  willing 
obedience. 

To  say  no  one  nnist  account  the  righteousness  of  Christ  as  belonging  to 
liim,  in  any  sense,  until  ho  discovers  himself  a  true  l>eliever,  as  it  excludes 
the  application  we  plead  for,  so,  in  its  room,  it  introduces  sUl  the  pernicious 
consequences  this  author  professes  to  avoid  in  his  aocusation  of  Aspasio,  viz. 
**  holding  forth  a  preliminary  human  righteousness  as  some  way  expedient,  or 
Yather  necessary,  to  our  enjoying  the  comfort  and  benefit  of  ChristV."  Unles.^ 
Palcemon  can  make  it  manifest,  that  we  en3oy  i\v«  coiiAt>\\.  ^tA  \ik:^^V>  ^ 
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Chrlst'tt  righteousness,  while  we  are,  according  to  him,  "  working  in  thew&j 
of  painful  desire  and  fear,  till  wo  como  to  that  cnjojancnt,*^  oommon  expe- 1" 
rience  teachcth  us,  that  righteousness  can  only  relieve  or  comfort  us,  as  &r « 
it  respects  us.  That  he  is  able  to  save  his  elect,  is  no  comfort  to  me,  Iail3» 
than  I  conceive  myself  to  bo  one  of  them ;  and  in  this  case  I  am  comforted, 
either  by  conjectural  hope,  or  by  a  hope  founded  on  the  difference  then  ii 
between  me  and  others.  r 

*^  And  to  obviate  the  difficulty,  how  shall  I  know  that  the  promise  ii  to  ^ 
me  ?     They  address  Uieir  bn*thren  in  this  manner :  In  the  name  of  the  graft 
God  we  declare,  that  the  ])romise  is  to  thee,  and  thee,  O  man,  woman,  vIm- 
soever  thou  art." 

The  promise  of  salvation  to  whomsoever  believes  on  Christ,  is  evidently  to 
the  sinner,  as  his  encouragement  to  come  to  the  sure  enjoyment  of  the  iig)it> 
eousness  and  salvation  given  in  him,  by  receiving,  appropriating,  and  tnnlii| 
confidently  on  him,  as  so  given. 

*^  In  his  name,  we  call  you  this  moment  to  stretch  out  the  withered  hnd, 
and  the  withered  heart,  and  take  hold  of  Christ,  saying,  lie  is  mine,  and  I  r 
am  his." 

Tliat  may  be  understood  thus  :  ^'  TVe  speak  not  in  our  own  name,  as  ajg- 
nifying  our  own  importance ;  but  inform  you  of  the  glad  tidings,  that  it  ii 
God's  command,  and  your  duty,  not  to  wait  to  feel  some  power  or  altentki 
in  yourself,  as  a  ground  for  your  confidence,  but,  just  as  you  are,  in  obedicM 
to  the  divine  c<mimaud,  receive  or  appropriate  Christ,  8a3ring,  ^'  He  is  nuae^ 
and  I  am  his.' " 

Tlic  withered  hand,  and  the  withered  heart,  are  expressions  nsed  to  signify 
a  powerless,  helpless,  condition  ;  which,  consisting  in  the  prevalence  of  ov 
naturally  evil  diH])ositions,  serves  to  denominate  us  sinners,  and  spoils  on 
lioprs  of  livin;;  by  our  own  performances  ;  yet  it  is  no  objection  against  living 
by  liis  olM'diencc,  who  hath  become  the  righteousness  of  the  guilty.  For  it 
must  b4*  rcnicinlHTed,  we  are  not  justified  by  our  acts,  but  by  the  righteous- 
ness wo  aj^propriati' ;  and  our  nppn)priation  only  serves  to  give  us  the 
divinely  autlu^ntic  enjoyment  by  the  word,  of  that  justification  of  the  ungodly, 
and  without  8tren<;th,  wliereby  we  are  saved.  Hence  we  are  called,  not  to 
wait  for  stn^ngtli  to  do  sumetliing  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  justification,  but 
stretch  forth  the  withenjd  liand,  or,  just  as  we  arc,  to  live  by  Christ^s  right- 
eousitness,  when  we  feel  nothing  but  what  marks  us  out  for  eternal  destructiun. 
When  Lazarus  was  made  to  hear,  he  came  forth,  according  to  the  command 
he  Iieard,  or  in  obedience  to  the  voice  that  quickened  him ;  and  when  we  are 
mad(^  to  hear  the  divine  invitation  and  command  to  live  by  this  righteousnesB, 
we  a])pn>i)riate  it  in  obedience  to  him  that  makes  us  hear  his  voice.  The 
righti>uuijnes:j  itself  is  that  by  which  we  are  accepted ;  the  appropriation  re- 
spects our  ]>o8tjehLsion  and  enjoyment.  In  the  latter,  we  may  be  weaker  or 
stron<;ir  ;  in  the  former,  is  the  invariable  ground  of  our  confidence. 

That  Ciod  has  given  to  us  eternal  life  in  his  Son,  is  the  apostolic  style,  and 
the  very  reeord  wliieh  is  pointed  out  for  our  peculiar  attention ;  and  when 
the  word  fjffer  lias  been  made  use  of,  and  understood  to  convey  nothing  more 
than  this  important  truth,  the  believer  of  the  record  has  become  the  receiver 
of  the  gift,  or  the  enjoycr  of  the  blessing. 

"  Hence  we  see,  that  '  this  is  mine,  or  this  was  done  for  me,'  is  a  truth, 
whose  evidence  takes  its  rise  from  the  pains  I  take  to  believe  it.'^ 
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Its  evidence  depends  on  the  veracity  and  faithfulness  of  him  who  spake 
the  world  into  being,  has  provided  the  sufficient  righteousness,  and  has  com- 
manded us  to  give  him  this  honour  of  depending  on  his  word,  in  our  enjoy- 
ment of  this  salvation. 

It  is  not  in  this  case  the  language  of  the  belief  of  a  truth,  but  of  the 
reception  or  appropriation  of  a  free  gift:  the  belief  of  the  truth  of  the 
sufficiency  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  being  freely  given,  goes  before,  and  is 
that  knowledge  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  which  imboldens  us  to  put  our 
trust  in  him.  What  we  thus  assure  ourselves  of,  in  compliance  with  the 
divine  invitation,  8cc,  as  it  is  a  certain  truth  in  the  divine  mind,  so  it 
appears  a.  truth  by  the  divine  word,  when  it  is  evident  I  am  begotten 
to  this  Christian  faith,  hope,  and  charity.  The  diffisrence  here  between 
OS  is,  that,  with  Palsemon  *'*'  This  is  mine,  this  was  done  for  me,"  is  a 
truth,  whose  evidence  takes  its  rise  only  from  a  discovery,  that  I  am 
distinguished  from  other  sinners  by  my  faith,  love,  and  self -denied  obe- 
dience. With  us,  it  is  the  language  of  a  reception,  appropriation,  trust,  or 
confidence,  grounded  upon  the  divine  declarations  to  sinners  for  that 
purpose. 

^'  This,  I  must  say,  is  indeed  a  very  strange  and  uncommon  way  of  distin- 
guishing truth." 

But  such  a  way  of  dependence  on  the  divine  veracity  and  faithfulness 
as  becomes  us,  and  gives  glory  to  God.  It  is  the  reception  of  a  gift  by  a 
persuasion  of  the  mind.  It  is  trusting  to  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  make 
out,  in  this  particular  case,  a  blessing  indefinitely  promised  ;  not  assuring 
myself  of  a  proposition  being  true,  but  of  eternal  salvation  by  a  Saviour  given 
to  me. 

To  receive  a  gift,  or  to  partake  of  any  thing  upon  invitation,  is  nothing 
strange  or  uncommon.  In  this  case,  when  the  gift  is  given  in  divine  declara- 
tions, and  the  reception  of  it  purely  mental,  an  answerable  persuasion  of  the 
mind,  or  (in  dependence  on  the  divine  veracity  and  faithfulness)  an  assuring 
ourselves  of  the  blessing  granted,  what  we  are  persuaded  of,  is  in  a  way 
peculiar  to  itself,  and  very  consistent  before  him  who  said,  ''  Whatsoever 
things  ye  desire  when  you  pray,  believe  that  you  receive  them,  and  ye  have 
ihem.'*^  PalsBmon  will  allow,  that  Christ's  death  is  an  uncommon  affi&ir,  as  is 
also  imputing  righteousness  without  works,  &c.  Why,  then,  should  the 
peculiarity  of  thus  enjoying  righteousness  without  works,  be  so  much  the 
•object  of  sneer,  because  accounted  strange  and  uncommon?  May  it  not 
rather  be  accounted  such  a  way  of  dependence  on  the  divine  veracity  and 
Cuthfulness,  as  renders  him  his  proper  glory  ? 

^  If  he  (namely,  Christ)  died  for  them  that  perish,  then  the  happiness  of 
ihem  who  are  saved  must  be  owing  to  something  else  besides  his  death." 

Aspasio  is  no  farther  concerned  here,  than  as  he  maintains,  that  Christ  is 
given  for  the  guilty  to  appropriate  and  live  by.  And  in  this  regard,  may  it 
aot  be  said  with  as  much  propriety.  If  an  entertainment,  provided  in  com- 
mon^ is  refused  by  some,  that  then  the  nourishment  of  those  who  partake  of 
it  is  owing  to  something  else  besides  the  food  ?  This  is  coming  pretty  near 
to  our  Lord's  representation,  John  vi.  53.  A  fallacy  or  impropriety  charged 
upon  the  former,  is  also  a  refiection  upon  the  latter. 

If  we  understand,  by  the  happiness  of  them  who  are  saved,  their  redemption 
from  the  wrath  to  come^  and  title  to  future  glory  *,  tVi\«  \b  o>N\Ti^  %\.tv^^^  V^ 

T  T  2 


received  strength  to  conceive  seed 
but)  faithful  that  had  promised." 
22—24.     Shall  it  be  disputed,  wh. 
that  yet  are  not,  and  make  out  tha 
word,  depend  upon  him  for  ?     Thi 
giving  him  glory.     On  the  other 
this  account,  to  set  aside  this  mannt 
rob  him  of  his  proper  glory. 

This  persuasion  may  properly  be 
proceeds  neither  on  pre<^vidence  nor 
v^ord  of  invitation,  promise,  &c.  ta 
security.     By  this  a  proper  depone 
preserved  and  kept  up.     And  unle« 
shewn  inconsiBtent  and  anti-scriptural 
are  but  of  small  account ;  and  all  lab 
in  itself,  whether  we  believe  it  or  no, 
For  it  is  plain,  tliey  cannot  trust  to  C 
rations  ;  and  are  seeking  a  reason  of  1 

^*  Aspasio  maintains,  that  none  havt 
who  are  taught  by  the  enlightening  S] 

Aspasio  maintains,  ^*  that  when  the 
discover  and  make  use  of  the  same  rig 
vilest  miscreant ;  a  right  founded,  not 
•olely,  entirely,  on  the  free  grant  of  a 

'^  They  maintain,  that  reprobates  he 
the  conclusion,  as  the  elect  have.^^ 

That  is,  that  no  man  nt^  * — 
anv  *^i*P— 
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aires,  every  requbiiey  without  exception,  to  procure  acoeptance  for  and  give 
lUef  unto  the  guilty  conscience  of  the  most  profane  wretch  that  lives  ?" 

This  is  not  disputed  hy  us,  hut  maintained  more  properly  on  our  side  than 
Y  our  author.  The  question  between  us  is,  Whether  the  guilty  conscience 
an  be  relieved  from  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  by  the  consideration  of 
sufficient  righteousness  for  the  elect  and  the  qualified  ?  Or,  whether  God 
uatb  not  provided  for  the  relief  of  the  guilty  conscience,  by  giving  his  only 
legotten  Son,  that  we  might  live  through  him  ?  giving  him  not  only  to  die, 
\VX  giving  him  in  the  divine  declarations  to  be  believed  on  ? 

**  It  must  be  the  very  same  thing  which  placates  divine  justice,  or  which 
oily  expresses  the  necessary  opposition  of  infinite  goodness  to  evil  or  sin, 
list  relieves  the  sinner  from  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  which  is  no  other 
iiaii  the  voice  of  God  naturally  residing  in  the  conscience." 

As  it  would  bo  very  absurd  to  suppose  it  placates  the  divine  justice, 
irithont  being  considered  by  that  justice  in  the  behalf  of  the  transgressor ; 
19  it  seems  to  be  equally  absurd,  that  it  can  *^  relieve  the  guilty  conscience 
Ebom  the  sentence  of  condemnation,"  without  being  appropriated  by  that 
DOOBcience. 

The  sentence  of  condemnation  naturally  residing  in  the  conscience,  requires 
a  levelation  of  righteousness,  that  I  may  as  really  impute  to  myself  as  the 
«n  that  condemns  me,  or  the  condemnation  still  remains  untouched.  A 
posBibiUty  that  I  may  be  an  elect  person,  cannot  give  relief,  because  it  may 
k  ten  to  one  it  is  not  true.  My  hope  is  only  in  proportion  as  I  apprehend 
J  or  few  to  be  elected ;  and,  after  all,  it  is  not  in  fact  Christ's  right- 
that  relieves  me,  but  my  conjectural  or  fond  hope  of  being  one  of 
llie  elect. 

Christ  did  finish  upon  the  cross  that  righteousness  *'  which  placates  the 
Ihrine  justice,  or  which  fully  expresses  the  necessary  opposition  of  infinite 
goodness  to  evil  or  sin;"  that  righteousness  which  alone  can  relieve  the 
inner  from  eternal  death,  entitle  him  to  eternal  life,  and  bring  peace  and 
ope  of  everListing  life  to  the  most  guilty  conscience.  At  the  same  time  it 
rould  be  absurd  to  say,  Christ  finished  on  the  cross  every  requisite  or  com- 
i&ndment  relative  to  this  righteousness,  as  preached  or  declared  in  the  world. 
'or  instance,  ^'  He  hath  commanded  all  men  every- where  to  repent;"  which 
understand  a  repentance  respective  of  this  righteousness ;  and  the  same  with 
le  commandment,  ^^  that  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Again,  the  voice  from  heaven,  ^^  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I 
well  pleased,"  was  attended  with  a  commandment  to  hear  himj  agreeable  to 
li.  1 — 5.  If  it  is  again  inquired,  of  what  avail  are  these  commandments  ? 
k  may  be  answered,  as  the  conmiandment  to  preach  the  gospel  to  every 
EiBature,  availed  to  be  the  savour  of  life  unto  life  in  them  that  are  saved,  and 
P  death  unto  death  in  them  that  perish  ;  so  the  commandment  to  believe  on 
Bie  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  avails  to  encourage  and  warrant  the  sinner, 
B  each,  to  trust,  believe  in,  or  appropriate  and  enjoy  that  righteousness.  I 
DQi  persuaded  Pakemon  will  not  say,  that  Christ  finished  upon  the  cross  any 
P  the  commandments  above  mentioned ;  as  it  may  be  af&rmed,  on  the  other 
naid,  that  the  obedience  to  these  commands  is  no  part  of  that  righteousness 
"laiich  procures  acceptance  for,  or  gives  relief  unto  the  conscience  of  the  most 
riofiuBe  wretch  that  lives.  But  Palsomon'^s  reply  is,  That  obedience  tA  Ibs^^ 
isanuuids  auppoeea  tiie  belief  of  the  gospel  repoit.    Be  \\>  «o  \  V>ca  cxsifixcAiDk^^- 
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ment  speaks  to  them,  not  as  to  belieTen,  or  to  the  distingnished  amoif  ■« 
kind,  but  as  to  nnnen  or  children  of  wnvth,  eTen  as  others;  and  is  the ^ 
method  of  grace  in  giving  ns  a  conscions  poaocssion  or  etyoymeiit :  iHk 
Palsnnon  seeks  totally  by  works. 

'*  What  is  the  turning-point  from  despair  to  good  hope  ?" 

T\\e  finished  work  of  Christ  alone.  How  is  Uiai  oor  hope  ?  As  it  is  ghi 
for  that  purpose  to  be  the  hope  of  the  gnilty. 

*^  Aspasio's  faith  rests,  one  foot  on  the  work  of  Christ,  and  the  other  \ 
human  efforts,  or  the  motions  of  man's  heart." 

Quite  a  mistake.  Aspasio's  faith  is,  that  the  work  of  Christ  is  gtict 
him  :  on  this  he  rpsts,  and  on  no  motions  of  his  heart  whaterer. 

**  What  gi^cs  right  to  eternal  life  ?  The  imputed  righteousness.  lf\ 
gives  right  to  that?  The  work  of  faith.  Who  have  a  right  to  set bk 
Those  who  feel  an  aversion  to  sin,"  &c. 

This  is  also  far  from  being  Apasio's  view  of  the  matter;  he  should 
represented  thus :  What  gives  right  to  eternal  life  ?  The  imputed  rightM 
ness.  What  gives  right  to  that  ?  The  declarations  of  the  go^>el,  givij^ 
freely  to  sinners  as  such.  Who  have  a  right  to  act  faith,  or  appropriate] 
righteousness  ?  All  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  as  many  as  can  be  includet 
the  word  trkoioeper.  To  any  of  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  were  the  apM 
commissioned  to  say,  *^  Believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  diah 
saved."  To  exhort  thus  to  a  passive  involuntary  conviction,  would  be  i 
absurd. 

Aspasio'  s  observation  is,  the  *^  grant  is  made  to  sinners ;  in  receiving 
grant  we  commence  believers,^  according  to  the  above-mentioned  s^xM 
exhortation. 

**  But  AHpnmo  will  still  insist,  that  these  qualifications  are  by  no  m 
the  ground  of  their  right.  Let  us  see,  then,  where  the  ground  of  their  r 
lies." 

In  the  divine  declarations  to  sinners  as  such. 

*'  I  ttiink  tlie  obvious  meaning  of  A8i>asi</8  words  is  this,  these  pers 
so  qualified,  have  the  right,  exchisive  of  unqualified  sinners." 

It  is  very  obvious  this  is  not  his  meaning. 

'^  Where,  then,  can  the  ground  of  this  right  lie,  but  in  the  distingUK 
qualifications  ?  It  cannot  lie  in  any  thing  common  to  both  ;  for  in  that  < 
the  unqualified  would  have  as  good  a  right  as  the  qualified." 

They  have  so.  Tliese  are  Aspasio's  real  sentiments :  whatever  quali 
tions  make  a  difference  l)etween  one  man  and  another,  they  confer  no  rigl 
the  kingdom  of  God,  they  confer  no  right  to  the  imputed  right4.K)usness. 
*'  as  all  have  sinni^d,  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God,"  they  who 
justified,  arc  "justified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemption  whi< 
in  Jesus  Christ." 

*'  They  have  nothing  in  the  heaven  above,  nor  in  the  earth  below,  to  1 
their  hearts  from  sinking  into  utter  despair,  hut  the  bare  propitiation.  1 
and  this  alone,  encourages  them  to  make  their  address  to  God." 

Can  this  encourage  further  than  they  see  their  interest  in  it,  or  righ 
draw  near  to  God  thereby,  in  virtue  of  his  gracitius  declarations  ?  And 
are  they  to  address  God  ?  As  their  friend  and  father,  on  account  of 
righteousness  ?  Then  they,  in  fact,  appropriate  it,  and  our  debate  is  a 
end  ;  we  are  agreed.     Or  do  they  address  God  only  as  the  friend  of  some 
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mre  to  be  known  in  time  by  suitable  qualifications  ?  If  this  is  our  author's 
tneaning,  then  it  is  he,  and  not  Aspasio,  that  in  drawing  near  to  God  seeks  for 
inherent  qualifications,  instead  of  the  imputed  righteousness. 

**"  By  this,  and  this  alone,  God  conveys  the  first  taste  of  his  favour  and 
peace  into  their  hearts." 

Unless  we  conceive  of  the  imputed  righteousness  as  graciously  granted 
unto  us  in  this  destitute  condition,  where  is  the  connexion  ?  What  taste  of 
fiiYOur  and  peace  can  be  admitted  barely  by  the  consideration  of  sufficiency 
for  the  elect  ?  Sufficient  for  me  a  guilty  sinner,  without  any  other  considera- 
tion, is  evangelical.  To  wait  for  something  more  before  we  are  allowed  to 
call  him  friend,  or  father,  on  account  of  this  righteousness,  is  not  at  all 
adapted  to  bring  us  nigh  to  God  by  the  bare  propitiation. 

**  And  it  pleases  me  to  find  Aspasio  had  not  courage  to  close  this  period, 
iinthout  bringing  forth  the  plain  truth  at  last.  For  pointing  to  the  poor, 
indigent,  and  guilty  sinners,  he  concludes,  *  For  such  the  Saviour  is  pro- 
vided ;  to  such  his  benefits  are  proposed ;  and  on  such  his  grace  will  be 
koagnified.'  "^ 

If  it  is  allowed  that  his  benefits  are  proposed  to  such,  the  debate  is  ended. 
TTe  mean  no  more.  It  is  undoubtedly  warrantable  to  receive  and  appropriate 
what  is  provided  for  the  enjoyment  of  any,  or  whosoever  among  the  guilty, 
and  proposed  to  our  trust  and  confidence  under  that  name.  If  any  other 
ooDsideration  must  intervene,  then  it  is  plain  the  benefits  are  not  provided 
for  and  proposed  to  such,  but  only  for  and  to  those  who  have  the  additional 
consideration. 

^*  As  for  the  bare  work  finished  on  the  cross,  or  the  bare  report  about  it, 
however  true  we  think  it,  so  far  have  we  mistaken  it,  that,  setting  aside  our 
active  operations  about  it,  we  do  not  see  what  comfort  or  benefit  can  be 
derived  from  it." 

This  proceeds  on  a  total  mistake  and  misrepresentation  of  Aspasio ;  he  is 
not  putting  the  least  slight  on  the  report  or  persuasion  of  the  sufficiency  of 
the  finished  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  justify  the  most  guilty,  without  more  ; 
he  is  here  opposing  a  qualified  persuasion,  or  rather  mere  profession,  artfully 
tubstituted  in  the  room  of  the  sufficient  righteousness,  and  the  sinnei^s  living 
by  that  alone.  A  persuasion,  ^'  that  the  shelter  of  the  summer-house  is  free 
twr  our  use,  accompanied  with  a  high  esteem  of  its  accommodation,  an  earnest 
desire  after  its  protection,  or  an  habitual  tendency  towards  it."  Aspasio  asks 
not,  whether  a  persuasion  of  the  sufficiency  of  Christ,  but  *^  a  persuasion  that 
the  summer-house  is  free  for  our  use  ;^  whether  this,  though  accompanied  with 
esteem,  desire,  or  tendency,  unless  "  carried  into  actual  entrance  and  posses- 
'  sion,"  would  answer  the  end  and  design  of  such  a  truth, — ^*  would  be  a 
piioper  safeguard,  or  indeed  any  manner  of  advantage  as  to  our  persons ; " 
that  is,  in  respect  of  possession,  enjoyment,  and  advantage  from  that  enjoy- 
ment. These  are  his  very  words.  And  let  any  one  impartially  judge, 
whether  Aspasio  is  here  objecting  against  the  finished  work  of  Jesus ;  or 
father,  is  he  not  setting  aside  a  fruitless  persuasion,  or  rather  profession,  that 
the  shelter  is  free  for  our  use,  with  dependence  on  our  supposed  esteems, 
deeires,  tendencies,  &c.  that  the  soul  may  rest  purely  and  entirely  on  Jesu 
Christ  alone  ?  whom  he  describes,  from  the  prophet  Isaiah,  as  *^  a  place  e 
leAige,  as  a  covert  from  the  storm  and  from  rain."    Aspasio  asks.  If  a  pil 


tlie  end  and  design  of  such  a  trutb,  unless  ] 
use  it  as  a  shelter  ?     That  is,  to  oppose  CI; 
given  unto  me,  to  every  sense  of  guilt  and  c< 
of  salvation  by  that  alone.     As  I  suppose 
things,  will  allow  the  believer  of  the  gospel 
Christ's  sufficiency  to  every  declaration  or 
despair,  and  this  may  as  properiy  be  called 
lliis  is  what  Aspasio  calls  reducing  to  practice^ 
for  U8  to  receive  and  live  by  him  as  such  a 
curses  of  the  law  and  danger  of  damnation,  ur 
and  holiness.     We  do  not  consider  the  gospc 
good  and  excellent  materials  to  work  upon,  b 
possess  as  our  own ;  and  our  whole  comfort,  o 
from  the  success  of  our  labour,  but  wholly  fro 
sented  to  us  to  take  comfort  in  them,  a,nd  is  vc 
comfort  us. 

"  Now,  it  does  not  signify  much  by  what  na 
whether  we  call  it  the  law  or  the  gospel ;  for  t1 
either  of  these,  is  to  obtain  righteousness  or  a  t 

However  true  tliis  may  be  of  those  who  seek  b 
desire  and  fear,  till  they  are  crowned  with  enjo} 
able,  whose  doctrine  allows  an  immediate  enjoyi 
of  any  righteousness  or  work  whatever. 

**  For  it  is  not  the  bare  knowledge  of  the 
any  service,  but  the  use  we  make  of  them." 

Tliis  is  but  mere  sound ;  for  our  author  pi 
use  to  be  made  of  the  report,  previous  to  th 
The  use  we  make  of  the  ormmol  »ot^»*   -'<  • — 
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Seeing  the  gospel  authorises  me  and  eveiy  sinner  to  Hye  by  the  righteouaneas 
it  reveals,  why  shofold  I  not  make  this  use  of  it  ?  Since  the  door  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  is  thas  open  for  sinners,  why  sliould  I  any  longer  hesitate  ? 

^  But  what  mgni£es  all  this,  says  the  proud  devotee,  unless  I  can  find 
some  reason  about  m3rself,  why  the  Deity  should  distinguish  me  as  his 
favourite  beyond  other  men?  And  thus  he  treats  the  bare  truth  of  the 
goepd  with  soom  and  contempt." 

Aspasio  waits  for  no  such  reason,  therefore  this  rq>re8entation  does  not 
affsct  him. 

**  In  vain  shall  he  (any  sinner)  expect  to  hear  one  syllable  more  from  God, 
to  encourage  him  to  draw  nigh  to  him,  than  that  *'  he  is  well  pleased  in  his 
beloved  Son ; "  that  *^  Jehovidi  is  well  pleased  for  his  righteousness." 

Hath  not  God  already  said,  '^He  that  believeth  on  him  dball  not  be  ashamed?" 
that  *'  he  that  cometh  to  him  shall  in  no  wise  be  cast  out  ?  "  &c.  Hath  he 
not  given  him  as  bread  from  heaven,  that  "  whosoever  eateth  him  should  live 
by  him  ?  "  Has  ho  not  given  ^*  eternal  life  to  us  in  him  ?  "^  even  so  given  to 
us,  thai  ^'  whosoever  "  of  us  *^  believe  not  this  record  "  that  he  hath  given  of 
his  Son,  ^^  makes  liim  a  Uar  ?  "  Are  we  to  set  aside  these  declarations  as  no 
cDoonragcment  to  us  to  appropriate  or  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  lest  we  should 
not  sufficiently  submit  ourselves  to  the  divine  sovereignty  ?  Or,  are  we  not 
rather  to  look  upon  them  as  the  declarations  of  sovereign  grace ;  which  has 
found  out  a  way  consistent  with  the  highest  justice  thus  to  show  favour  to 
the  guilty,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  such  to  believo  on  him,  or  draw 
nigh  with  confidence  through  the  faith  of  him  ? 

'^  The  apostle  John  says,  *"  This  is  his  commandment,  that  we  should  believe 
on  the  name  of  his  Son  ;  "*  not  that  we  should  do  anything  to  obtain  life,  but 
that  we  should  live  by  what  he  hath  done.  It  is  a  commandment  not 
requiring  anything  of  us,  but  bestovring  life  by  the  knowledge  which  it 
conveys." 

If  I  live  by  what  he  hath  done,  I  account  what  he  hath  done  given  me  for 
that  purpose.  And  this  is  also  the  use  I  make  of  it ;  and  this  oonmiandment 
so  understood,  requireth  nothing  of  us,  but  bestows  life  by  the  knowledge  it 
conveys.  So  that  what  our  author  has  here  said,  expresses  our  whole  mind, 
and  may  end  the  dispute. 

**  Paul,  in  the  deepest  of  all  liis  distresses,  was  relieved  by  that  very  faith 
which  we  modem  Christians,  in  the  height  of  our  complaisance,  choose  only 
to  call  of  the  enfeebled  and  infantile  kind.'*'* 

A  mistake  this ;  Paul  was  relieved  by  a  view  of  the  sufficiency  of  grace 
fcMT  himself  in  particular:  '^My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."  He  waited 
for  no  other  ri^teousness  to  certify  him  that  this  sufficient  grace  belonged 
to  him. 

'^  If  we  hearken  to  them,  the  great  point  about  which  our  fiEuth  is  princi- 
pally concerned,  is  a  matter  which  turns  out  to  be  true — no  book  nor  man 
can  tell  how.**^ 

It  turns  out  to  be  true  in  God's  faithfulness,  answering  to  his  gracious 
declaratioiis.  Our  assurance  or  appropriation  is  founded  and  exerdsed  upon 
Qod'a  faithfulness  to  answer  to  what  he  has  revealed  as  the  ground  of  our 
confidence :  that  ^  he  has  given  to  us  eternal  life  in  his  Son ; "  that  ^^  in  tiiis 
man's  name  is  preached  to  us  remission  of  sins ; "  and  that  ^^  whosoever 
believeth  on  hini  shall  not  pcrisli,  but  have  e\et\i«tva%  \\^^  "     ^  \^^^S».  "^isiA 


^.uj  ues  in  a  mans  being  thorou 

when  a  man  really  is,  he  immediate 
without  more. 

^*  Ho  at  last  lays  hold  of  it,  so  it  be 

It  becomes  his  by  that  same  grace 
and  influenced  him  thereby  to  approp 
possession  and  enjoyment.     Not  that  ( 
priation ;  that  only  serves  the  use  of  pc 
able  enjoyment  by  the  divine  word, 
whom  it  is  imputed. 

Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Boston,  and  Mess 
to  the  law,  *'  man  is  bound  to  believe  v 
ever  ho  commands ;  that  the  duty  of  1 
reported,  and  receiving  what  bo  has  com 
selves,  belongs  to  the  law ;  which  Castent 
the  gospel  reveals  the  new  object."     A 
heirs  of  the  gospel  be  condemned  for  dee 
vation  ?     And  if  this  is  true,  why  may  i 
the  rejecters  of  this  grace,  what  will  be  ; 
or,  in  other  words,  what  proves  that  the 
their  own  will  and  choice,  vindicating  th< 

And  is  it  not  to  be  maintained,  com 
purely  and  entirely  a  revelation  of  a  si 
guilty  ?  Tliat  where  it  takes  place  in  th 
of  him  who  provided  the  righteousness  it 
true,  and  living  by  it,  they  are  fulfilling  1 
tliey  are  performing  of  duty ;  and  at  t 
New  Testament  promise,  in  ^«'" —  '' 
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the  serious  hearer  almost  to  despair,  by  an  awful  description  of  his  miser- 
able condition,  and  by  representing  him  as  utterly  unable,  in  every  respect, 
to  contribute  any  thing  towards  his  own  deliverance,  they  at  last  condescend, 
with  no  small  art  and  address,  'to  make  some  comfortable  exceptions  from 
the  foregoing  awfiil  doctrine.  Now  is  described,  in  a  variety  of  particulars, 
«  convenient  resource,  where  the  pride  of  the  serious  hearer  may  exercise 
itaelf  with  great  hopes  of  success.^ 

The  pride  of  the  serious  hearer  is  the  conceit  of  his  being  able  to  do  or 
obtain  something  to  deliver  himself,  as  proceeding  from  his  propensity  to 
live  by  something  he  is  to  do,  whereby  he  becomes  self-dependent.  The 
truth  is,  the  gift  of  the  divine  righteousness  depends  on  no  doing  or  difier- 
eiice  in  man.  The  being  quickened  by  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  to  hear  the 
Toioe  of  God  therein,  depends  on  the  sovereign  good  pleasure  of  heaven.  A 
man  hearing  this  voice  of  God,  not  to  the  qualified,  but  to  the  absolutely 
guilty  and  lost,  is  made  obedient  to  the  commands  and  exhortations  to  believe 
on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  or  to  live  by  his  righteousness,  without  waiting  for 
any  other ;  and  the  obedience  that  answers  as  an  echo  to  that  divine  voice, 
command,  invitation,  &c.  is,  and  can  be  no  other,  than  trusting,  depending, 
and  assuring  ourselves  of  salvation  by  Christ  alone,  in  obedience  to  the  divine 
declaration,  as  Lazarus  came  forth  in  obedience  to  the  voice  thdt  quickened 
him.  When  we  bid  sinners  believe  on  Christ,  we  would  be  understood  as' 
exhibiting  a  quickening  truth,  as  well  as  a  divine  command ;  that  is,  that 
there  is  a  sufficient  Saviour,  who  may  safely  be  depended  on.  And  in  obe- 
dience to  this  voice  we  are  not  doing  that  we  may  live,  but  we  are  living  by 
Christ  alone,  in  obedience  to  him  who  makes  the  dead  to  hear  his  voice. 
The  pride  of  the  serious  hearer  may  be  as  much  excited  by  being  told 
to  do  that  they  may  know  their  salvation,  as  to  do  to  be  saved. 

^*  The  preacher  finds  it  necessary  to  warn  his  hearers  to  avoid  all  thoughts 
of  this  doctrine  of  election  at  present." 

That  is,  when  election  is  objected  against  the  divine  declarations,  encou* 
raging  the  guilty  under  that  character,  and  without  any  evidence  of  election, 
to  live  immediately  by  Christ's  righteousness.  For  the  jailor  to  have  objected 
election  against  Paul,  when  he  bid  him  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
would  have  been  from  the  enemy. 

*'^  Because  (says  he)  there  is  in  this  doctrine  no  visible  ground  for  faith  to 
rest  upon,  no  visible  resource  for  the  pride  of  any  man." 

No  visible  ground  for  a  sinner's  confidence  or  trust  in  Christ  alone,  which 
is  not  the  pride  of  man,  but  essential  to  the  faith  of  God's  elect. 

**  Sometimes  they  take  great  pains  to  shew  us  how  little  we  do  when  we 
put  forth  an  act  of  faith." 

The  act  we  plead  for,  is  to  live  alone  by  what  Christ  has  done ;  whether 
we  call  it  believing  on  Christ,  receiving,  appropriating,  trusting,  or  whatever 
name  we  give  it — this  is  what  we  mean.  Our  opponents  on  this  head,  are 
those  who  are  for  having  some  good  thing  to  be  v^rought  in  us,  or  done  by  us, 
before  we  are  to  be  allowed  to  live  by  what  Jesus  has  done ;  which  is,  in  fact, 
a  denial  of  its  being  wrought  for  the  guilty.  When  they  have  been  driven  out 
of  every  subterfuge,  they  at  last  plead,  that  we  tell  people  to  believe  on 
Christ;  whereas  it  is  the  Spirit's  work,  and  they  must  wait  for  this  working 
of  the  Spirit  before  they  are  able  to  \>e\\e've.  NT^  ^<ciTL^\,^\fe\»cA.V!k4«'R?^^ 
that  for  a  man  to  believe  on  the  Sou  of  QodVatXi^^XfvTvV'^NR^'^N^sQ^.'^*"^^ 


^  .  .^ix  yet  De  bat  apon  nature  8  t> 
not  to  wait  for  to  do  something,  or  to 
believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Whe 
nature  cannot  bclieye  on  Christ,  and  the 
we  have  answered.  He  that  gives  the  c 
difficulty  by  divine  conviction  of  the  truth 
iniudtt.     And  while  we,  thus  taught  of  G 
endeavouring  to  believe  or  tnist  in  the  Loi 
tainty,  and  rest  satisfied  with  this  righteou 
luay  further  dissipate  every  distrustful  sq 
And  here,  by  believing  on  Christ,  we  mean . 
as  we  allow  follows  a  divine  passive  convic 
activity  which  is  intimated  in  the  Scripture 
35,  and  John  iii.  33. 

We  cannot  believe  through  our  own  nat 
righteousness  of  another,  or  our  proneness  to 
Aame  time,  he  that  is  taught  of  God,  when  he  2 
he  rejoices  that  nothing  is  left  him  to  do, 
called  to  live  by  what  Christ  has  already  don 
tinguish  this  life  from  an  endeavour  to  live  b 
be  farther  talked  with. 

As  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  sufficiency 
given  to  the  guilty  and  lost,  is  the  only  con\ 
self-righteousness ;  so  to  live  by  this  sufficie 
the  only  activity  that  most  immediately  ai 
truths. 

Paleemon  cannot  deny  but  coming  to  Chris 
no  ways  cast  out ;"  but  !»'»  •- ' 
faith,  or  ♦»•-  '    • 
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living  by  thai  sufficient  righteousness,  instead  of  doing,  or  seeking  to  do,  any 
thing  to  add  thereto  ? 

And  as  Cur  as  Aspasio,  Marshall,  Sec,  plead  for,  or  enconrage  to,  an  activity 
of  this  kind,  they  cannot  be  accused  justly  of  setting  up  another  righteousness. 
This  activity  terminates  in  its  object,  and  resolves  itself  entirely  therein. 
The  business  to  be  accomplished  by  this  activity,  is  only  to  come  under  such 
a  certainty  of  salvation  by  Christ  alone,  as  is  implied  in  the  words  trugi  and 
confidence;  and  the  nature  of  it  is  as  opposite  to  setting  up  another  right- 
eousness, as  the  persuasion  of  Christ's  sufficiency.  Palsemon  pleads  for 
activity  in  coming  at  the  certainty  of  our  interest  in  Christ's  sufficient  work ; 
and  we  plead  for  no  more.  Which,  therefore,  removes  our  plea  beyond  the 
reach  of  his  objections. 

To  plead  for  appropriation  as  someUiing  to  be  added  to  entitle  to  accept- 
ance, is  liable  to  Patomon's  objections.  To  plead  for  it  so  as  to  make  the 
sufficient  righteousness  depend  on  that  act  for  its  acceptance  with  God  in 
our  behalf,  may  also  be  accused  as  a  doctrine  of  self-dependence;  but  to  appro- 
priate it  as  an  effect  of  the  report  believed,  as  a  means  of  ascertaining  to  our- 
selves eternal  life  by  that  righteousness  revealed,  and  as  an  animating  prin- 
ciple  of  obedience,  evidencing  our  special  interest  therein,  is  not  at  all  liable 
to  such  objections. 

*^  If  fai^  must  be  called  an  instrument,  and  if  it  be  at  the  same  time  main- 
tained, that  justification  comes  by  faith  only ;  then  I  am  at  full  liberty  to 
affirm,  that  he  who  is  possessed  of  the  instrument,  hand,  or  mouth,  is  abeady 
justified,  without  regard  to  his  using  the  instrument,"  &c 

Quite  a  mistaken  view  ;  because  faith,  or  appropriation  of  Christ,  has  no 
ezistenoe  in  itself  without  its  object,  as  materisd  instruments  have. 

*^  We  diall  seldom  find  them  speaking  any  thing  like  the  language  of  the 
gospel,  without  cautioning,  mincing,  or  clogging  it  with  some  exceptive, 
but;'  Sec. 

The  apostle  says,  *'  To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth,"  &c.  There  is 
a  believing  that  stands  opposed  to  working ;  and  if  our  but  is  the  but  of  tho 
apostle,  and  only  respects  our  receiving  the  record,  and  appropriating  the 
revealed  righteousness  accordingly,  it  is  free  from  this  exception. 

"  Though  Theron  is  divested  of  all  rigkteouinesM  ofh%9  oim,  of  every  qualifica- 
tion and  every  recommendation^  he  muist  yet  be  well  provided  with  requisitsiy 
even  such  as  may  embolden  him  to  make  the  appropriation.'^ 

A  wide  mistake  :  Aspasio's  scope  and  design  throughout,  is  to  shew,  thai 
nothing  emboldens  to  appropriation  but  the  divine  grant  to  sinners  as  such. 
"  He  (Theron)  is  very  willing  to  believe  that  he  is  a  gracious  person." 
How  evident  does  it  appear,  from  the  passage  here  quoted,  that  the  faith 
or  truth  recommended  was,  *'  that  all  was  his ;  that  is,  by  way  of  the  divine 
grant  of  heaven  to  the  guilty.  Quite  di£Ferent  from  believing  about  himself, 
thai  he  is  a  gracious  person. 

**  And  while  Theron  cannot  be  brought  to  believe,  Aspano  beholds  his 
title  perfectly  clear." 

Aspasio  beheld  his  title  or  warrant  to  appropriate  from  the  divine  gran^ 
made  to  sinners,  not  from  the  prerequisites  of  Theron. 

*'  I  must  frankly  own,  that  I  see  no  more  difference  betvrixt  a  careless  m 
convicted  sinner,  than  is  betwixt  a  felon  ranging  his  round  at  large  and  4 
newly  apprehended  by  the  officers  of  justioe  ;  and^  Cot  m-^  ^ws^^  ^SkbW 


perfect  standard,  imist  at  last  stand  si 
self  hereby,  will  know  bis  state  to  bo  i 
work  of  Christ. 

^^  Aspasio,  then,  hath  found  oat  a 
may  confidently  hope  to  arrive  at  right 

Not  so ;  but  Aspasio  hath  found  him 
the  divine  law.     Ho  hath  found  Uie  d 
despair  of  himself ;  he  hath  found  Chri 
ness,  and  the  principle  of  new  evangel 
with  confidence,  as  a  subject  wherewith 
of  what  he  has  experienced  to  bo  true. 

''  The  doubtsome  faith  he  (£.  £.)  con 
doubt  concerning  one's  own  state.  No 
about  this,  who  is  very  firmly  persuaded  < 

Tlie  doubtsome  faith  we  complain  of,  is 
able  to  the  gracious  declarations  of  salvatio 
and  not  a  man's  doubting  about  himself,  c 
contrary,  we  maintain,  that  this  persuasioi 
our  natural  state  to  be  quite  bad,  and  ] 
application  we  plead  for,  is  fiying  from  a 
to  a  good  state  in  the  person,  righteousness 

As  existence,  and  consciousness  of  exist 
other  in  the  human  mind,  that  the  former 
is  justification,  and  the  consciousness  of  it 
tion,  it  is  to  me  as  if  I  was  not  justifies 
false  foundation,  it  will  prove  to  me  as  a 
awake.  If  a  man,  bv  o'*" 
exio*"**^  -  " 
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consoiaas  of  it,  may  as  well  give  me  a  consciousness  of  my  present  jnstifica- 
tion,  without  all  that  roundabout  labour.  Unless  it  is,  that  while  we  are 
ooiiaidering  these  pre-existing  justifications,  we  are  apt  to  slip  ourselves  in 
lor  a  share,  upon  a  foundation  that  will  not  bear  a  present  scrutiny.  The 
Scripture,  therefore,  does  not  thus  metaphysically  subtilize,  it  does  not  thus 
separate,  our  justification  from  the  consciousness  of  it.  He  tliat  is  justified 
by  the  finished  work  of  Christ,  without  any  consciousness  of  a  difference 
between  himself  and  others,  is  justified  as  ungodly  f  has  peace  with  God  by 
that  which  justifies  him  ;  and  is  justified  by  his  faith  ;  that  is,  not  by  what 
be  does,  but  what  he  believes ;  and  the  additional  confirmation,  by  the  fruits 
of  fiaith,  or  consciousness  of  our  not  being  deceived  in  our  justification  by 
bith,  is  called  by  the  apostle  James,  justification  by  works,  without  bearing 
any  contradiction  to  the  alone  righteousness  by  which  we  are  justified.  If 
my  justification  arises  to  mo  from  the  difference  there  is  betwixt  me  and 
others,  I  may  be  said  to  be  justified,  or  enjoy  justification,  by  that  difference. 
If  the  spring  of  ray  hope  arises  to  my  view  from  the  report  making  me 
welcome  to  the  finished  work  of  Christ,  as  the  righteousness  provided  for 
the  guilty  to  live  by,  then  I  am  justified,  or  enjoy  justification,  by  Christ'^s 
righteousness  given  to  me,  in  opposition  to  any  thing  done  by  me,  or  per- 
formed in  me.  If  my  personal  justification,  and  the  consciousness  of  it, 
stand  80  nearly  related,  it  is  not  at  all  improper  that  the  ground  of  our  accept- 
ance with  €K>d,  and  the  ground  of  our  consciousness  of  that  acceptance, 
should  be  of  the  same  kind.  So  that  if  I  am  accepted  with  God  by  the 
work  of  Christ  alone,  given  to  me,  I  am  to  know  my  acceptance  with  God 
just  upon  the  same,  and  no  other  foundation.  If  it  were  not  so  the  favourite 
something  might  be  set  up,  and  the  pride  of  man  as  fully  gratified  under 
the  name  of  marks  and  evidences,  as  it  is  under  tlie  name  of  entitling  con- 
ditions; and  we  are  as  effectually  taught  to  draw  near  with  a  *'God,  I 
thank  thee  I  am  not  as  other  men."^  The  sufficient  righteousness  justifies 
a  man,  or  gives  him  a  consciousness  of  his  acceptance  with  God,  when  he 
knows  it  is  graciously  givqp  to  him,  so  that  he  is  made  welcome  to  draw 
near  to  €h)d  on  that  account.  He  that  believes,  to  the  peace  of  his  con- 
science, believes  this,  and  does  not  rest  in  an  uncertain  conjectural  hope. 
Sa3r8  Pakemon,  a  hope  grounded  on  the  sovereignty  of  God ;  say  we,  not 
unless  that  sovereignty  has  declared  a  ground  of  hope  for  us ;  otherwise  we 
rest  in  bare  conjecture.  But  hearing  that  Jesus  has  fulfilled  all  righteous- 
ness for  the  justification  of  those  guilty  ones  who  believe  in  his  name,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  doctrine  is  true,  we  assure  ourselves,  in  dependence  on 
the  divine  veracity  and  futhfulness,  that  the  privileges  are  our  own ;  or  that 
we  shall  not  be  confounded  in  so  trusting  to  Jesus. 

^  Paul  calls  upon  some  whom  he  himself  looked  upon  as  .believers,  to 
examine  themselves  whether  they  were  in  the  &ith  ;  and  he  exhorts  others, 
about  whom  he  observed  the  surest  tokens  of  their  being  true  Christians,  to 
give  all  diligence  to  remove  every  doubt  concerning  their  state." 

When  Paul  bid  the  Corinthians  ^'  examine  themselves,"  &c.,  he  plainly 
intimates  their  being  in  the  fcuth  a  self-erident  matter ;  and  that  to  be  in 
the  ikith,  and  to  have  Christ  in  them  as  the  peace  of  their  consciences  and 
hope  of  glory,  is  the  same  thing ;  and  this  was  the  surest  evidence  that  he 
had  been  a  minister  of  Christ  unto  them.  He  is  not  here  calling  them  to 
remove  the  doubts  concerning  their  own  state,  by  a  discovery  of  their  faith, 


t'iaS  A  Mii'EXCK  or 

]'>\^^  xnd  selMvoi^  ulietlkriKV.  It  is  aUu  very  im[>mbaMe«  tlint  tlie  ?pc«tk 
«>.•  mM  X*  l*aki-iu  -n  sar?)  have  the  surc$l  tokens  of  thi-ir  being  rhriotuiies 
is  i  v»-t  call  thern  t«>  «loubl  "f  it. 

~  i  am  *'rrfc"  Xo  s^**^  A^pasirt  -n  much  came«l  awav  with  their  (i.  f.  thf 
i^-:-:'.ar  {  reachcr? ;  (it-«imulati*»a."  He  points  out  to  Thoron  his  daii^T and 
r-me'lv  in  the  f- '.I'-i^-inj  manner  :  '•  If  yon  fail  in  one  point,  or  in  any  degree, 
r»»a  ar*.-  irailty  i^  all.  If  y  .ur  cmft^nnity  be  not  peraovoriner  as  well  u 
j^rfr^rt.  y.  'I  incnr  the  ]"  nahy.  and  are  aband«^nt^  Xn  the  curse."  nnlcss  ymi 
hu-i  ii.-.rry  V-y  wh.il  Thrill  has  a^r-aily  done.  No  ;  but  •'  unli'ss,  renouncii^ 
a!l  V  Tir  :^rr7<~<nal  t»  rf^rmanc^^'S  voii  \*\:\cq  all  voiir  affiance  on  a  Saviour « 
a;.  iK-ni-.nt,  ani  a  >^vi...nr"s  ri^hitousn'^ss." 

T.I*  y  wh'.'  <-nd'.-av'V,ir  t'«  rvn«»niice  tlwir  pi^rsnnal  porformanees,  on  ta 
-  Riiilinj  licrf.rmanc*^  rr-qnind  of  tht-m.  act  inconsisU-ntly ;  but  they  who 
.t.'l-sily  n-U'.'Un-jv  tlpMr  "iwii.  fn«in  a  i:iis]H'l-dis».'ovrry  of  the  R<*dee!ner'i 
rT^ht«"C»n  -««i,  ;in  1  livv  alon^'  by  that,  in  virtue  nf  the  tlivinc  declarations  we 
tau/t!:  -'f  if  -1.  an-i  r.nd  ni-n-v  hy  what  l.liri*-t  ha.*  already  done. 

'•  Tliif  ^*ji-i  i>.ndiot  «»f  •  -ir*.  by  whirh  we  an*  said  to  (*9caix*  the  cursp." 

Si  w-  ar..  ak^'^riins  t  •  Pala:n*n.  t«>  laki-  can*  that  we  have  nn  afliance. 
#T  o  ntii-mx  in  I  hri^t*-*  at«*noni  nt  "^r  righi'^ousno**,  becansi*  that  is  esca|iing 
the  crrs^-  by  s-iiv  lj-^nI  •-••niliut  ••four  own  I 

-  W.r-  ?ays  A-jm-*!-*'-  that  timi  and  j«»yful  nlianro  on  Christ  Jesus  in 
any  Kcr^v  {■r>;x>rt:*>nod  t<»  his  infinite  merits  and  invifdabh*  proraisps.' 
"  And  if  -^lys  rulafninn)  I  rann'»t  find  acceptance  with  God.  but  in  being 
o-ns^i -u*  '.'f  p^rfix:  c-nfomiity  to  this  now  law,  then  I  am  in  as  great  <ianger 
a*  l*  f'irt'.* 

A-'pasi'i  inov»>  this  very  qu  ^tion,  niU  t«i  obtain  a  prerequisite,  but  to 
manif(.->t  tht  n-cs^'iy  of  a  lK»ttor  ri;:littH»usnt*^  than  our  reliance,  considerpd 
a*  A  ]"  ri  ■nu.iy.c^'  or  w.rk  of  -mrs.  that  we  may  rely  ujvin  the  sufficient  wtffk 
« :"  <  ::n*:.  wit:...u:  r-.iirrinj  t- .niv  «'ihcr. 

T..-  J-"*]"  ■  '.■  ^  lir.iT-.  r,<  ,\rr  ii-i  t"  U*  v.'jviraiiMl  fnan  our  Saviour,  his  atone- 
m- III,  -T  r.j.i-  ">ii- •*.  N- r  •  .i!i  t^iir  arti.inee^  kimwledire,  or  iniovuiont, 
thn-'.i^h  ii..4t  r<j  -n.  W  -*  {Mrat'-i  frtnii  either.  Is  i'hrifrt's  riirhti.<»U'iiioM 
pr^sntti  t*»  uiv  a?  a  «^'Ciiriiy  fr  .ni  the  eur*.-  of  the  law?  My  affiance 
thvnin.  «»r  kin'wi, dj.- ilnr.  •!'.  i*  l'!iri*t.  my  s»'eiiriiy,  enjtiyed  by  im%  ami 
TiMMifi ?t"l  t"  III  .  Wk  ai»"-ilo  was  ii«»i  #«.»  cnriou-j  as  to  di>tinrrui.sh  and 
■  li\:.iv  w:::k  iir  A!;:h.«r.  whi  ii  ho  said.  "  I  omiit  all  things  but  l«is«,"  not  for 
ih'.'  .  x.'.  ^l.:..v  »f  i!in*t.  in  di^tinrti'-n  from  l\\v  kuowh^lire  of  him,  but  *'f«r 
t'ix  •\\v\'.I  Mcv  »'!'  til-  kn*»whiL'»  "t*  I'hrisi  Josus  niv  Lord;"  and  this  lie 
•ivhs.  ••  ii-.i  }i.ivin;T  ,.n  hi*  tiwu  ri jl:tt-^iu?jno*s." 

'•  Mv  x;-  v':.iii..ns  w.r--  jr-atlv  niisid  bv  the  bt^autiful  and  aftlTtini; 
«1'^.t:i»: •.■•:«  :'  i':,-  n>v;il  *t;i*-ohi-'.  in  niahijfUi*  iK  till  1  saw  the  siniit'r's 
n  111  f  il  -it-nl«    I  .v<  V  ."iniu  '  t  >  liim  bv  m«-ans  i»t*  "iuoh  conflict**  ami  <truLrLrles."  &c. 

A#|l.l*i^«  li  >.s  i|.,t  miMu.  *truirjli"Jr  ^'  bt-lieve  the  rejH»rt,  but  jjtruarjrHiig 
f*«T  tha:  r  -.i.  wliivli  coioisai  l:i*i  in  .i  w;iv  th«-v  tlmusrht  not  of;  that  is*. 
l»v  the  roi*.'rt.  Thv  nastm*  of  thi*  s-iul-stniixsrh"*  diScrilnHl,  an*  i^norauiv  and 
stit"-rij:hii>«usnr>*.  >  rkiu:!  uilur  molhod^  of  roliif  than  by  the  dii'lantion  of 
eloni.ii  life  lKvi-m  in  Christ  ;  and  it  frequently  proves,  that  afu»r  many  useless 
5inij^^'h>  in  divori<^  way?,  the  s«»ul  thus  finds  rest. 

'*  Thi  y  knew  their  interest  in  Christ's  deatlv.  bv  iW  c6rcct.  that  his  diath 
h.id  itjH.n  them. 
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Christ  8  death  hatii  its  effect  upon  tis,  when  we  draw  near  to  Ood  thereby  ; 
which  is,  in  fact,  when  we  appropriate  it. 

-    <*  They  imagine,  that  something  besides  the  bare  truth  may  contribute  more 
or  less  toward  their  escape." 

They  are  clear  of  this  charge,  who  escape  by  what  that  truth  declares. 

^*  The  gospel  leads  a  man  to  the  greatest  reverence  for,  and  submission 
to  iht  divine  sovereignty,  without  having  any  claim  upon  God  whatsoever, 
or  finding  any  reason  why  God  should  regard  him  more  than  those  that 
perish." 

Palannon  maintains,  that  all  who  acknowledge  the  truth  of  Christ's  su£&-> 
oiency,  have  the  promise  of  salvation.  He  does  not  imagine  a  dependence 
on  this  promise  opposes  the  most  absolute  submission  to  the  divine  sovereignty ; 
bat  is  rather  a  dependence  on  the  promises  of  sovereign  grace.  And  if  we  are 
persuaded  of  a  grant  of  this  sufficient  righteousness  to  the  guilty,  why  may  not 
this  be  admitted  as  fully  consistent  with  the  same  submission  to  the  divine 
lovereignty  ? 

*^  The  divine  sovereignty  appearing,  that  grace  might  be  shown  to  the 
irorihless  ;  and  the  divine  justice  appearing  in  justifying  the  ungodly,^  it  is 
rery  readily  acknowledged,  leaves  a  man  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  God  for  his 
lalvation.  Here  no  man'^s  pride  is  flattered ;  *'  no  man  can  find  any  ground 
A>  presume  that  the  Deity  regards  him  more  than  others.  And  the  relief  a 
man  finds  by  this  discovery  is,  that  God  can  be  just,  and  justify  him  as  he  at 
present  stands,  without  more,  or  while  he  finds  nothing  about  himself  in  the 
•ray  of  wish,  desire,  or  otherwise,  but  what  renders  him  obnoxious  to  the 
livine  displeasure."  The  question  that  remains  is,  whether  God  has  not 
intended  a  farther  relief  for  such  guilty  helpless  ones,  even  to  assure  them  of 
kheir  particular  salvation  in  believing,  trusting,  and  confiding  in  this  sufficient 
rig;hteousness,  as  given  freely  to  them  to  be  thus  depended  upon  ?  whether 
there  is  not  a  word,  promise,  call,  or  testimony,  to  this  purpose  ?  and  whether 
Christian  obedience  is  not  influenced  by  an  assurance  thus  obtained  ?  At  the 
Banae  time,  we  can  also  readily  agree,  that  ^'  no  man  can  warrantably  be 
assured  that  he  is  already  a  Christian,  a  believer  in  Christ,  or  that  he  is  an 
ohject  of  the  peculiar  favour  of  God,  but  by  being  also  conscious,  on  good 
grounds,  that  his  practice,  in  obedience  to  the  peculiar  precepts  of  Christianity, 
is  influenced  by  that  same  truth  which  influenced  the  lives  of  the  apostles." 

Now,  if  there  is  such  a  tcord^promUe^  colly  or  testimony^  as  above  mentioned, 
it  is  very  distinct  from,  though  not  contrary  to,  the  declarations  concerning 
the  purpose  and  election  of  God  ;  and  aflbrds  a  visible  ground  for  our  confident 
dependence  on  that  righteousness,  as  sinners^  without  finding  any  reason 
about  ourselves  why  God  should  regard  us  more  than  others ;  whereas  the 
doctrine  of  election,  in  the  nature  of  it  is  not  of  itself  capable  of  affi)rding  us 
this  relief. 

It  is  true,  *^  this  word,  promise,  call,  or  testimony,  leaves  it  as  much  a 
secret  what  particular  person  shall  be  saved,  as  the  doctrine  of  the  divine 
purpose  or  election  does ;  '*'*  but  does  not  leave  the  sinner  so  much  without  a 
w^arrant  to  appropriate.  Notwithstanding  the  doctrine  of  election,  PaUemon 
will  allow,  that  ^^  by  him  all  that  believe  are  justified."  So  also  it  is  said, 
**  He  that  cometh  to  him  shall  in  no  wise  be  cast  out ;"  **  He  that  believeth 
on  him  shaU  never  be  confounded.^ 

In  this  view  of  things  we  are  fully  wanaxited.  ^^\o  te^t^wso^^^'^^^  v 
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kcc]Hng  •cent  liin  gracious  intentions"  to  beget  this  or  thaipvtieQlarpaMi  |f 
by  the  wnnl  of  truth  ;  aiul,  at  the  some  time,  "  revealing  his  granons  iat«-  1^ 
tiona  "  to  save  all  tbose,  or  any,  whosoever  they  bo,  that,  without  aeniig  uj  li 
tliflTrronco  at  all  between  themselves  and  others,  shall,  upon  the  bare  uiTitBtHi  Ji 
and  divine  promise  to  the  guilty,  live,  trust,  or  depend  on  his  Son,  and  Ui 
rightt*c>uMnt':M,  graciously  provided  as  a  refuge  unto  such.  And  wbikvt 
*^  are  bu«y  in  ]tromptinfr  our  hearers  to  live  thus  by  Chrbt  alone,  as  gim 
freely  and  indefinitely  to  the  guilty,  we  have  reason  to  show  no  small 
cem,  lest  Satan  tempt  them"  to  think,  that  because  God's  people  are 
to  salvation,  they  are  nut  allowed  to  feed  upon  the  bread  of  lifie,  tiB  tbqr 
know  themselves  to  be  distinguished  from  other  sinners  as  God's  disMa 
Hereby  tinlvation  to  the  absolutely  guilty  is  denied;  and  the  pe<^  m 
tau;rht  to  liu}>e  for  eti'mal  life,  only  by  that  which  distinguishes  them  fnm 
the  ri'st  of  mankind.  This  is  building  wood,  hay,  and  stubble,  on  the  predoq 
foundation  of  ( -hrist,  the  Saviour  of  the  lost. 

" They  till  Ui^,  that  (Sod  hath  made  a  grant,  or  deed  of  gift  of  Christ,  ui 
all  his  benefits,  to  sinners  of  mankind.  But  when  we  inquire  into  this  agaii, 
we  find  it  turns  out  to  bo  a  gift  of  benefits  to  multitudes  who  are  mw 
iM'nefited  therebv." 

Ami  what  of  all  that  ?  Could  there  bo  no  such  thing  ns  manna  givea  ti^ 
or  rained  daily  around  the  camp  of  Israel,  because  some  destpised  it^  ml 
h>ii;red  for  the  flesh -pi  its  of  Egypt?  Must  it  follow,  that  there  is  no  mdk 
gifr,  heeanso  multitudes  neglect  and  slight  it;  or  because,  like  Palmmoii,  thiy 
will  not  be  jM^rriuaded  there  is  sueh  a  gift  ?  Shall  our  unbelief  make  the  gill| 
the  faith,  or  faithfulness  of  (rod,  of  none  effect?  Itremaineth  novertbelw 
a  truth,  that  whostH'ver  belie veth  tm  him,  or  receivcth  the  gift,  shall  aol 
perish,  but  have  etenial  life.  And  why  may  not  they  miss  of  the  benefit  ef 
this  ffift,  who  thus  reje<*t  it,  as  the  word  preached  never  profited,  not  beisg 
uiixe«l  with  faith  iu  them  that  heard  it  ? 

•'  It  ini^ht  with  equal  propriety  be  said,  that  there  is  a  grant  of  life  made 
in  tlic  hiw,  aud  that  tht^  divine  willinrrness  to  bless  men  is  therein  expreawd, 
K«H'])  thf  ciunmauiliuonts,  and  thnu  s«halt  live." 

It  ini;;ht  mo  ;  the  differenee  lies  here  :  the  grant  of  life  in  the  law  requim 
conditions  to  be  ]>revious1y  performed,  beforo  wo  may  presume  to  account  ths 
Mrssini;  ours.  The  ^<Hpel  bestows  life  in  Christ  without  any  condition,  or 
a**  a  fre<'  irift  to  be  immediately  enjoyed. 

Several  inj»t:inri'3  of  the  faith  of  those  who  were  healed  by  Clirist  in 
addiieed,  to  rvidrnee  that  tlii'V  onlv  believe<l  Christ's  abilitv  to  cure  them. 

•  •  • 

To  this  I  answer,  that  in  those  in^^tanees  they  waited  for  a  proper  grounder 
d»Hl;i ration  to  ))nK't»ed  upon,  in  believing  that  ho  would ;  and  for  that  purpose, 
tliey  made  a]»p]i('ation  to  liini.  And  where  they  had  ground  for  concluding  j 
the  event,  thi-y  were  as  eertain  of  that  as  of  his  ability.  And  faith  in  those  I 
ea>V'!«  ini'liides  that  eertainty,  1   (V)r.  xiii.  2.     "  If  I  had  all  faith,  so  that  I 

I  eould  remove  mountains;"  compare  with  Matth.  xvii.  20.  "When  h« 
haw  he  had  faitli  to  1m'  healed,"  Acts  xiv.  0,  aud  in  Luke  v.  10.  29,  they 
neither  doubted  his  ability  or  wilHnLrness.  In  our  case,  the  grant  of  A 
iSaviunr  to  the  guilty  is  declared,  as  well  as  the  sufficiency  of  his  righteous- 

II  s  ■• ;  hence  wo  make  (iod  a  liar,  if  wo  do  not  proceed  on  the  truth  of 
b.  th. 
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Me  id  idieve  him.  Tet,  m  he  had  no  claim  upon  him,  ho  referred  hia 
request  entirely  to  hit  aovereign  pleasure.  In  the  full  assurance  of  faith, 
he  was  sfe  Christ's  meroy,  who  was  nowise  obliged  to  apply  his  healing  power 
to  him.'' 

But  this  is  no  argument  against  that  app^priation  which  proceeds  entirely 
upon  the  melons  declaration  and  grapt  of  that  sovereign  good  pleasure.  If 
the  aoveieign  good  pleasure  has  declared  the  guilty,  as  such,  so  welcome  to 
what  is  already  done,  that  ^^  whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  have  eternal 
lifei''  he  hath  no  other  application  to  make,  or  to  wait  for.  We  may  be 
wiAont  any  claim  upon  Qod  to  do  for  us  anything  that  he  has  not  already 
dohe,  or  to  give  us  any  right  unto  what  is  already  done ;  but  as  far  as  he  is 
pleased  to  declare  himself,  it  is  our  business  assuredly  to  believe,  trust  in 
him,  or  hope  in  his  mercy.  And  that  appropriation  which  proceeds  wholly 
upon  his  gracious  declaration,  is  consistent  with  the  utmost  submission  to 
•overdgn  grace. 

^^  Sovereign  grace  interposed,  providing  a  righteousness  for  the  guilty 
world." 

Pakemon  should  say,  to  ascertain  his  meaning,  ^^  providing  a  righteonsness 
iDr  some  of  the  guilty  world." 

*^  When  once  the  gift  of  righteousness  is  made  known  to  a  man." 
Can  the  gift  properly  be  said  to  be  made  known  to  a  man,  unless  he  knows 
to  whom  it  is  given  ?     A  gift  to  nobody,  is  no  gift.     A  gift  to  the  elect,  or 
to  the  qualified,  is  not  a  gift  to  the  guilty  world,  but  to  them  that  are  chosen 
oat  of  it,  and  distinguished  from  it. 

'^  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  record  in  himself, — ^the 
record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son." 

PalsBmon  slips  over  the  record  here  treated  of,  viz.  ^^  That  God  hath  given 
to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.''  This  the  apostle  points  unto, 
as  what  is  to  be  particularly  regarded,  '^  And  this  is  the  record,"  &c.  Nor 
should  the  testimony,  that  he  is  well  pleased  in  him,  be  understood  in  any 
sense  exclusive  of  it. 

*^  In  like  manner,  all  his  children  in  the  faith  believe  the  divine  word  for 
righteousness,  without  perceiving  any  shadow  or  symptom  of  it  about  them- 
selves ;  without  feeling,  or  being  conscious  of  anything  about  themselves,  to 
eoncur  with  the  divine  word,  to  make  out  their  righteousness." 

This  description  suits  Aspasio  much  better  than  Palcemon,  who  waits  for  a 
discovery  of  his  faith,  love,  and  self-denied  obedience. 

^^  If  we  look  into  the  Scripture,  must  we  not  say,  that  all  the  good  works 
which  shall  be  recompensed  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  are  produced  by 
the  influence  of  the  divine  Spirit  dwelling  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  believe  ? 
Yet  sach  is  the  connexion  betwixt  every  good  work  and  its  reward,  that, 
according  to  the  Scripture,  the  justice  of  God,  not  to  say  his  grace,  is  con- 
oemed  to  make  it  good,  Heb.  vi.  10.  ^God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget 
your  work  and  labour  of  love.'  *  Whosoever  shall  give  you  a  cup  of  water 
to  drink  in  my  name,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  he  shall  not  lose  his  reward.' 
Justice  as  well  as  grace  will  appear  in  the  last  judgment ;  then  due  regard 
will  be  had  to  every  mans  works.  But  in  the  justiiication  of  sinners,  God 
baa' no  respect  to  any  man,  as  better  than  another.  He  considers  men,  wlicn 
lie  commends  his  love  to  them,  as  ungodly,  and  without  strength,  that  is, 
withoiit  any  will  to  be  better,  .  And  aU  who  %.vA  rxi^vs^^  m^\>\^\i^\V>V^  ^vt.^ 
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themselves  in  that -same  point  of  light  wherein  God  beheld  men,ivlieilM 
rrave  hid  Son  to  die  fur  theno.  They  do  not  find  thenoBclTes  preptRd,  ck 
made  fitter  than  others  for  mercy,  by  any  work  of  the  divine  Sfnrit  vp« 
their  minds ;  but  they  find  their  first  taste  of  comfort  by  hearing  of  Ua, 
^  who  thnnigh  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himself  without  spot  to  Ood.^** 

Tlien  they  find  their  first  taste  of  comfort  independent  of  any  pRTMMl 
discovery  or  di^emment  of  their  faith,  love,  or  self- denied  obedience.  Jbl 
their  first  ta;ite  of  comfort  is,  not  that  there  is  a  sufficient  rigfateooflBei 
provided  fur  the  elect,  or  the  qualified,  but  that  there  is  a  sufficient  rig^ 
eousncsss  provided  fur  the  guilty  to  live  by,  without  waiting  for  any  futibs 
discover}*. 

"  The  popular  doctrine  supposes  that  unbelievers  may  be  seriously  eogigil 
in  pra^-ing  fur  the  Iluly  Spirit  to  help  them  to  faith,  and  exhorts  tka 
accordingly ;  which  is  ass  absurd  as  to  suppose  that  a  man  may  be  desiroutf 
being  influenced  by  the  Spirit  of  a  truth,  which  at  present  he  neither  belinv 
nor  loves.  For  I  reckon  it  must  be  granted,  that  no  man  loves  the  goipd 
before  he  believes  it." 

If  we  only  understood  by  tlie  gospel  that  we  were  welcome  to  do  Mae- 
thing,  or  to  wait  and  pray  for  somotliing,  to  denominate  us  Oirist^s  peopk^ 
then  we  might  be  complaining  for  want  of  this  power,  praying  for  it,  al 
perhaps  fairly  comforted  with  the  supposed  will  for  the  deed  ;  and  all  Ai 
while  tlu'n^  is  no  willingness  to  live  entirely  by  what  Christ  has  done.  Bsi 
this  is  not  the  case :  when  Aspasio  considered  appropriation  as  essential  is 
faith,  and  jiressed  it  accordingly,  he  understood  by  appropriation,  a  liviw 
entirely  by  Christ's  righteousness  alune,  without  waiting  for  any  other. 

'^  AVIien  our  systems  describe  faith  to  us,  as  a  saving  grace  bestowed  ot 
us,  by  which  we  make  use  of  Christ  for  salvation ;  are  we  not  led  to  think 
of  sume  grace  n(*«>s$ary  to  uur  salvation,  beside  what  appeared  when  Christ,  | 
bv  the  graci.'  of  OjhI.  tasti'd  death  for  the  sins  of  men  ?  " 

I)ut  ina^^iiuich  as  A.spasio'*s  wliolo  pica  is  to  live  immediately  by  that  grace 
alone,  without  waitinrj  for  any  other,  he  stands  clear  of  this  mistake. 

*^They  M-rm  to  f«irgrt  that  Christ  is  in  heaven,  and  we  on  earth;  that  the 
only  way  wherein  we  can  receive  benefit  from  Christ,  is  by  the  report  con- 
cerning him  conveyeil  to  our  ears." 

If  tlie  rej>ort  in  this  particular  case  invites  and  authorizes  us  to  live  by  him, 
and  the  rightejni^ncps  which  he  performed,  who  is  gtme  to  heaven,  we  mav, 
notwithstaudin;r,  he  is  ^one  to  heaven,  receive  the  report  for  true,  and  also 
lay  hold  of,  ur  live  ]»y,  the  righteousness  it  thus  reveals  and  conveys  to  us. 

'*  When  he  conies  to  know  that  he  may  be  justifieil,  he  finds  immediately 
a  covert  fmui  the  storm.''' 

But,  according  to  Pala^inon,  ho  does  not  find  this  to  be  a  covert  for  him,  till 
he  discovers  distin<ruisliing  qualifications  ;  whereas  Aspasio  finds  a  covert  for 
the  L'liiltv  sinner  without  anv  such  distinction. 

"  If  now  we  understand  by  the  stonn,  the  wrath  that  is  to  come,  the  be- 
liever, knowing;  that  Christ  hath  done  enough  to  deliver  from  it,  loves  him 
takes  hold  of  him,  or  Hies  to  him." 

How  ? 

"  In  obeying  his  commands,  and  frequenting  every  mean  of  correspond-  j 

cncc  with  him."  1 

JIc  that  loves  him,  laWca  VioVd  ol  \i\isv^  ox  ^vi^  x^^mssi^^ws^Oom^  ^iQi\fix&aaB^ 
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fnd  is  inclined  to  frequent  every  means  of  correspondence  with  him ;  but  to 
give  us  this  as  the  meaning  sind  import  of  those  scriptural  phrases  and  repre- 
■eniations,  more  becomes  Mr.  Locke  or  Archbishop  Tillotson,  than  the 
evangelical  Paliemon.  He  may  be  assured,  if  he  abides  by  this  doctrine,  the 
offence  of  the  cross  will  soon  cease.  The  primitive  Christians  were  taught 
to  obey,  because  ^^  Jesus  had  delivered  them  from  the  wrath  to  come," 
1  Thess.  i.  10.  They  fled  to  him  as  the  righteousness  provided  for  the 
guilty  and  destitute ;  and  by  the  enjoyment  of  him  under  this  character,  they 
were  disposed  to  all  other  obedience. 

'*  Accordingly,  we  find  Barnabas  exhorted  those  at  Antioch,  in  whom  he 
■aw  the  grace  of  God,  that  with  purpose  of  heart  they  would  *  cleave  unto 
fhe  Lord.'  The  consequence  of  which  was,  they  assembled  together  in  the 
appointed  church  order,  and  denied  themselves  in  sending  relief  to  their 
brethren  in  Judea.**^ 

Did  they  not  assemble  as  members  of  Christ,  and  partakers  of  his  right- 
eonsness  ?  Did  they  not  cleave  to  him  as  the  Lord  their  righteousness  ?  Or 
did  they  only  fall  into  the  appointed  church-order,  in  order  to  escape  the 
wrath  to  come  ?  If  so,  what  is  now  become  of  the  sufficient  righteousness ; 
or,  in  short,  of  all  the  apostolic  exhortations,  which  constantly  proceed  upon 
the  certainty  of  salvation  by  Christ,  as  the  principle  of  all  the  obedience  they 
call  for  ? 

See  what  effect  the  knowledge  of  Christ  had  on  Paul,  and  what  was  his 
steady  purpose :  ^^  Yea,  doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  but  loss,  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord." 

Paul  says,  "My  Lord,"  the  thing  we  plead  for;  and  counts  himself 
^  apprehended  of  Christ  Jesus."  So  that  it  is  plain,  he  "  ran  not  as  uncer- 
tainly, he  fought  not  as  one  that  bcateth  the  air."  And  as  his  assurance  did 
not  allow  him,  or  lead  him  to  trifle,  or  slacken  his  diligence  in  pressing  for- 
ward to  the  desired  end  :  so,  on  the  other  hand,  his  pressing  forward  was  far 
from  being  the  result  of  his  uncertainty,  far  from  being  animated  with  a 
Yiew  to  know,  by  his  performances,  whether  the  divine  sovereignty  had  inter- 
posed in  his  behalf. 

Pakamon  does  not  approve  of  Aspasio  saying,  "You  must  endeavour, 
diligently  endeavour,  to  believe."  But  we  may  plead  in  his  excuse,  that 
Aspasio  is  not  here  pressing  to  receive  a  report  as  true  without  evidence,  but 
to  appropriate  and  live  by  Uie  revealed  righteousness :  to  obtain  and  maintain 
thereby  that  certainty  of  acceptance  with  God,  which  was  necessary  to  ani- 
mate and  incline  to  all  evangelical  obedience,  and  is  included  in  every  apos- 
tolic exhortation.  "  Wherefore,  as  ye  have  always  obeyed— as  ye  have 
leceived  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  so  walk  in  him.  Work  out  your  own  salva^ 
tion.  Fight  the  good  of  faith,  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,'^  &c.  And  thus 
understood,  we  may  allow,  with  PalsBmon,  that  "  by  such  arguments  God 
worketh  in  them  that  believe,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  not  any  thing  in  order 
to  justification,  but  all  those  things  wherein  their  salvation  is  evidenced.*" 

**  If  a  friend  of  mine  should  see  me  cheerful  on  hearing  something  new, 
and  I  should  tell  him  I  was  comforted  by  an  act  of  faith ;  would  he  not  say 
I  trifled  with  him,  and  readily  ask  what  good  news  I  had  heard,  that  he 
might  partake  in  my  satisfaction  ?  " 

Bat  this  representation  does  not  reach  those  who  plead  for  an  immediate  andL 
MDstant  liyjBg  upon  the  complete  and  perfect  nf^Wrosnfi»&  ^V  ^^»Q.^^^^3t3>s^ 
Ib^  010  comforted  by  Ida  acts,  and  theiz  owuixtAiiO  ^^IOcl'^  q^^^t^\&^^^^ 
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"  F.iitl),  with  its  efffcts,  is  in  Scripture  often  significfl  by  onc'czpreMoiif  nd 
accordin(;ly  connected  with  salvation ;  as  when  it  is  said,  '  'Whosoerer  duD 
call  un  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved.'  Now,  though  we  cannot  i^ 
that  a  believer  ia  saved  on  account  of  hin  prayers,  yet  we  may  say  that  k 
is  saved  on  account  of  what  he  believes,  and  by  which  he  ia  encouraged  to 
pray.  It  is  ca^y  to  sec  love  and  hope  expressed  in  all  the  prayers  of  bith 
recorded  in  the  Scripture ;  yet  it  would  be  absurd  to  infer  from  thence,  that 
prayer,  love,  and  faith,  are  requisites  in  order  to  justification  ;  for  if  we  igree 
with  the  apostles,  wo  niui^t  still  maintiin,  that  justification  comes  by  fkuth, 
and  not  by  works — not  by  any  thing  we  do  in  obedience  to  any  law 
whatsoever.'** 

And  nt  the  same  time  it  must  be  acknowledged,  tliat  faith  is  doty  aal 
obedience  to  tlie  divine  law,  and  in  this  sense  a  work  ;  for,  as  our  author  fcai 
obsi-rviil,  "  Will  not  that  law  which  Christ  came  to  fulfil,  the  law  wbid 
requires  love  to  (uh\  with  all  the  heart,  condemn  all  who  by  their  unbelief 
make  (rod  a  liar  ?  Doet^  not  the  8]>irit  of  God  convince  nil  whom  he  bringi 
to  the  knowletlge  of  the  truth,  of  sin,  because  they  believe  not  on  Chriitf 
In  fine,  is  there  any  thing  contrary  to  the  gospel  of  the  glory  of  the  blened 
God  not  condemned  by  the  divine  law?"^  How  can  these  be  reconciled, 
unless  we  admit  that  faith  is  so  far  a  work,  duty,  or  obedience,  as  has  been 
ahove-mentiiiiied  ?  Yet,  as  Pahenmn  maintains,  we  arc  justified  only  by 
what  we  helii've.  We  are  justified  by  faith,  an  we  arc  pleased  with  a  sigbt, 
that  is,  witli  what  wo  see.  And  Go<l  justifies  us  by  faith  when  he  gives  tu 
this  si;flit  of  faith,  whereby  we  are  thus  justified.  And  thus  to  be  justified 
by  Cliri*<t^s  lilood.  and  to  be  justified  by  faith,  is  the  same  thing. 

If  I*aIa>mon  will  abide  by  what  he  says,  that  the  Scriptures  point  forth 
the  fn>od(im  of  divino  grace  to  the  setting  aside  all  human  distinctions,  insadi 
lauiruatro  as  this,  **  If  anv  man  will  come  after  me — Let  him  that  heareth 
sav,  ('t»ino  :  and  whosoever  wilK  lot  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freelv"— 
we  are  tliiu  agrertl ;  this  is  tlie  foundation  of  all  we  plead  for,  that  sinncis, 
as  surli,  are  made  weK'iuno  to  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 

"If  tlie  Sori|>tnris  di'sorihf  hiliovors  as  jiilgrims  and  strangers  on  earth,  as 
nnming  the  ('hrisiian  race,  denying  themselves  for  the  sake  of  the  heavenly 
inheritanee,  and  aoeordingly  'flying  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set 
before  them  ;'  our  pn^iehers,  ever  mindful  of  their  acts  of  faith,  are  ready  to 
exhort  us  to  put  forth  the  acts  of  '  flying  to  Christ,  and  laying  hold  on  him/' 

The  passage  alhuled  to  is  Ileb.  vi.   18,  Jl).     '^That  by  two  immutable 

things,  in  wliieh  it  was  impossible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  strong 

consolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  sot  before  us: 

which  hope  we  have  as  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast,"  &c. 

WAo  hnrejh'*!^  is  an  act  passed,  and  Invars  a  manifest  reference  to  fl}'ing  from 

the  revenger  of  blood  to  the  cities  of  refuge,  Numb.  xxxv.  27 ;  to  wbich 

city  the  manslayor  being  fli-d,  was,  while  there,  secure  ;  not  in  his  act,  but 

in  the  privilege  of  the  city  wherein  he  now  dwelt ;  and  waited  unto  the 

death  of  the  high-i»riest,  as  the  ho])e  set  before  him.    Tlie  hope  set  before  ns, 

the  apostle  tells  us,  we  yet  sec*  not,  "but  with  i)aticnee  wait  for  it,"  Rom. 

viii.  SiK     But  how  can  wo  with  paitencc  wait  for  it,  if  it  is  not  at  present 

the  "  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and  steadfast  ?"     Or,  as  the  apostle  says 

in  .mother  place,  "  1  so  T\\n,  wol  5i*  wTvcexl^wAvr     Xsj\.  ^-^  \\\% 'itfi^\«\\.-^\w 

in  thai  n^hteousnew  of  C\imt  t!i\oTve,\\c  V<;\i^.^<^^>^^1  ^j5\\Cx% \k^\j«^  ^- 

corns)  under  subjection  thereto,  even  ;!La  tV^  t«v«c«\^v^t  .^^^  xs^  ^^  ^^-^ 
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tttfugei  knowing  there  was  no  safety  for  him  elsewhere.  When  a  man  per- 
Ibnna  his  acts  of  obedience,  that  he  may  thereby  gain  himself  a  conscious 
title,  posseKion,  or  enjoyment,  of  the  favour  of  God,  it  is  but  of  little 
inoment  whether  he  styles  it  the  favour  of  Qod  by  Christ,  or  by  any 
other  name.  His  way  to  come  at  it  is  still  the  same — by  his  own  obedience. 
Nor  can  this  be  flying  for  refuge  to  Christ,  but  rather  choosing  my  own  per- 
fbrmanoes  as  my  security,  and  betaking  myself  to  them. 

**  If  Barnabas  exhorts  those  in  whom  he  saw  the  grace  of  God,  with  pur-> 
pose  of  heart  to  ^  cleave  unto  the  Lord,**  after  the  example  of  the  believers 
who  were  said  to  bo  added  unto  the  Lord  when  thev  were  added  to  tho 
■ociety  of  the  disciples,  keeping  his  commands,  then  wo  are  told,  that  justify- 
ing faith  is  a  cleaving  to  Christ." 

It  will  answer  our  purpose,  and  convey  our  whole  meaning  to  say,  the 
fiath  which  justifies  cleaves  to  Christ ;  and  in  exhorting  to  cleave  to  Christ, 
we  exhort  to  continue  in  the  faith.  Tlic  phrase,  '^  Delicvcrs  were  tho  more 
added  to  tho  Lord,"  is  very  evidently  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  many 
more  were  begotten  to  tho  faith. 

*^  But  Aspasio  tells  us,  that  it  is  the  office  of  faith  '  to  take  and  use  tho 
inestimable  gift.'  If  in  this  or  any  other  part  of  tho  New  Testament,  moro 
be  meant  by  receiving  Clirist,  than  knowing  him  or  believing  on  him,  then  I 
om  ready  to  shew,  that  more  than  faith  is  meant,  namely,  faith  with  its  fruits 
and  effbcts." 

By  receiving  Chrut  more  may  bo  meant  than  knotcing  Jnm^  but  not  more 
than  bdiecing  an  him.  Wo  may  be  said  to  hiow  a  thing,  when  its  evidence 
forces  itself  upon  tho  mind  ;  but  to  heliete  en  Chritt  is,  in  the  Scripture  sense, 
*the  subject  of  exhortation.  If  PalffiUion  will  confine  himself  to  moan,  by 
fiuth,  no  more  than  a  passive  conviction  of  truth,  it  shall  be  allowed  him, 
that  by  belisvinff  on  Christ  more  than  he  means  by  faith  is  intended.  The 
aame  may  be  said  of  tho  phrases  laying  holdy  leanhig^  &c.  moro  is  allowed  to 
be  meant  by  tliese  expressions  than  Palcemon  means  by  faith.  At  the  same 
time  it  may  bo  affirmed,  that  these  expressions  of  activity  "  do  not  contri- 
bute their  quota '^  to  our  justification,  since  we  are  justified  by  the  righteous- 
ness received,  trusted  or  leaned  upon,  and  not  by  our  act.  We  aro  justified 
by  ithat  we  reeeite^  even  as  Palasmon  will  allow  we  are  justified  by  v:hat  tee 

"  The  faith  of  the  gospel  is  indeed  the  basis  of  trust.'** 

If  80,  we  are  agreed  again  ;  for  this  trttH  wo  call  heliertng  on  ChHst,  If 
the  faith  of  tho  gospel  is  the  bam  oftriut^  it  is  of  appropriation ;  for  how  can 
I  tmst  in  that  wherein  I  am  not  allowed  to  take  any  share  ?  If  we  are  not 
allowed  to  trust  in  the  Redeemer's  righteousness  when  absolutely  guilty,  the 
fiuth  of  the  gospel  is  not  the  basis  of  trust.  In  Pala^mon's  view,  the  gospel 
only  shews  us  the  possibility  of  the  salvation  of  tho  elect,  and  cannot  there- 
fore be  the  basis  of  trust  to  a  sinner ;  but  the  discovery  of  hid  obedience,  as 
gittng  him  hopes  that  he  is  one  of  the  elect,  is,  in  fact,  the  matter  wherein 
his  trust  is  founded. 

**  If  one  approaching  to  a  frozen  lake  or  river,  over  which  he  has  occasion 
to  pass,  tells  me,  that  he  has  been  assured  by  good  information  that  the* ice 
was  anfflciently  strong  to  support  him ;  and  yet  after  all  proves  timorous^ 
aad  averse  to  make  the  trial  by  venturing  his  person  freely  upon  it,  I  ]>lain]y 
pexoeive  ho  has  no  faith  in  the  report  he  heaid,  \)eca.>]An\i^  ^^^^  \tf3^  \.xn^  S». 
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it ;  or,  which  m  the  same  thing,  he  cannot  trust,  relj,  confide  in,  or  Teniiin 
himself  upon  the  ice." 

There  cannot  be  a  more  apt  illustiation  of  what  we  plead  for.  And  he 
that  ventures  his  eternal  concerm«  on  the  all-sufficient  righteonsnesB  of  Chiiit, 
with  the  same  confidence  that  he  that  believes  the  ioe  will  bear  him  ventnni 
his  body  upon  that,  will  not  be  averse  to  run  the  risk  of  his  interest  lad 
reputation  also  for  the  sake  of  it.  We  can  therefore  have  no  objection  to 
Palapmon,  whi'n  he  sayvi, 

'^  If  one  tt'lU  iiic  that  he  believes  the  gospel,  and  yet  proves  averse  to  riik 
his  iutiTi'8t  or  reputation  in  the  world  for  the  sake  of  it,  I  immediately  per- 
ccive  that,  whatcvi*r  ho  S])cak8  with  his  mouth,  he  does  not  in  his  heart 
believe  tht*  gos]>oK  liecausc  he  puts  no  tnist  in  it." 

^'  Perhaps)  it  will  now  l>o  inquired.  Are  no  rules  to  be  observed,  no  meui 
to  Ir*  used,  no  works  to  be  exerted  by  the  human  mind  or  bodr,  in  order  to 
justitieation  ?  The  answer  is  ready :  Yes,  very  many.  And  they  may  be 
thus  shortly  summed  up :  Be  perfect,  keep  the  commandments,  and  thoa 
slialt  live.  The  oblitration  of  the  law  is  eti*mal,  and  cannot  be  loosed.  Bot 
perhaps  another  state  of  the  questi(m  will  be  demanded,  and  that  faith  dboald 
be  more  din'ctly  res]H'eted  therein.  Well,  then,  let  it  stand  thus  :  ought  not 
a  man  to  be  at  ])aius  to  attain  the  persuasion,  that  all  the  pains  he  takes  sn 
good  for  nuthinir,  except  to  enhance  his  guilt  ?  Here,  metliinks,  we  an 
landtMl  at  downright  absurdity  ;  for  who  will  labour  in  hopes  of  being  coa- 
vinced  that  all  liis  labour  is  to  no  puq)oso,  unless  to  his  hurt  ?  " 

This  wc  may  allow  to  be  very  ^tII  stated,  with  respect  to  the  persons 
whom  it  concerns,  lint  the  question  between  our  author  and  Aspasio  really 
stands  thus ;  are  no  rules  to  bo  observed,  no  means  to  be  used,  no  acts  to  be 
exerti'd,  by  the  human  mind  or  body,  to  arrive  at  the  certainty  of  our  own 
l>artieular  justitieation  ?  Pahemon  says,  Yes,  a  great  many  ;  as  many  as  will 
serve  Ut  ilemont«trate  that  we  are  elected :  Aspasio  says,  Only  thankfully  to 
receive  or  ai'eej>t  tlu*  hU'wings  as  freely  given.  And  all  the  direction  given 
by  Aspasio  respects  tin's  qui^tion,  and  not  the  sufficiency  of  tlie  finished 
work  of  Ciirist  to  justify  the  nioj<t  guilty. 

"The  dirsign  of  tin*  passage  (Uoni.  x.  19,  20,  21.)  is  plainly  to  shew,  that 
faith  eoiiies  iiot  hy  any  human  en<leavours,  or  the  use  of  any  means,  even 
under  the  greatest  advaiitngrs  that  men  can  enjoy,  but  of  that  same  sovereign 
good  i»leasure  whirl i  jirovided  the  grand  thing  believed.'^ 

Here  is,  then,  notwithstanding  all  Pahenion's  exactness,  a  something  moiv 
than  the  finished  work  of  Clirist,  a  something  called  faith,  which  he  tells  us 
conies  ^^  of  that  same  sovereign  good  ]>Ie:isure  which  provided  the  grand  thing 
believtd.'*  Pahenion  will  rej>ly,  he  means  no  more  than  believing  that  which 
is  j)rovided  is  sutlieieiit ;  nor  ilo  we  mean  any  more  by  ap])ropnation,  than 
rtHjeiviiig  that  which  is  sullieient,  as  believing  it  to  bo  freely  given  to  us  for 
that  jMirpose. 

"  I  would  here  subjoin,  by  way  of  postserii)t  to  this,  some  reflections'on 
the  assiirancre  or  a]^j>ropriation  said  to  he  essential  to  saving  faith. 

'*  While  various  terms  and  distinctions  are  coined  by  popular  preachers  on 
this  subject,  great  neglect  is  shewn  to  a  wry  plain  and  obvious  distinction, 
which  Paul  makes  betwixt  the  assurance  of  faith  and  the  assurance  of  hope.* 

l'])on  a  review  of  tVie  ^H:r\\>t\\i\ia,  to  ^a\ivi  vjV^sA.  lvi>\vA"aJC\vs^^^i^^  ^«^akVst.*'^ii& 
remark,  I  gathered  t\ui  foWowm^; 
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1.  In  legard  iofoM.  **  Being  justified  by  faitb,  we  hare  peace  with  Gbd, 
through  onr  Lord  Jesns  Christ,'^  Rom.  v.  1. ;  ^^  All  joy  and  peace  in  belioF-^ 
ing,"  Bom.  xv.  13 ;  and  not  by  what  Palamon  styles  assurance  of  hope, 
gi^ered  from  a  discovery  of  our  faith,  love,  and  self-denied  obedience. 

The  language  of  faith  is  not  barely  concerning  others,  the  elect,  &c. ; 
^  But  we  believe  that  through  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we  shall 
be  saved,"  Acts  zv.  1 1. 

Faith  is  described,  Heb.  xi.  25,  26 ;  to  be  so  far  the  assurance  of  eternal 
life  by  Christ,  as  to  be,  on  that  very  account,  ^^  the  victory  that  overcomes 
the  world." 

They  that  died  in  faith,  ^^  not  having  received  the  promises,  but  having 
seen  them  afar  off,  and  were  persuaded  of  and  embraced  them,  and  (therefore) 
confessed  they  were  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,'*  Heb.  xi.  23. — did 
they  not  appropriate  these  promises  ?  or  did  they  only  consider  them  as 
belonging  to  the  elect,  and  themselves  uncertain  whether  they  were  of  the 
number,  till  they  could  discover  it  by  the  discovery  of  their  faith,  love,  and 
self-denied  obedience  ? 

The  assurance  of  faith  proceeds  upon  ^^  having  boldness  to  enter  into  the 
holiest  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  by  a  way  consecAitcd  for  us,  and  having  a 
High-priest  over  the  house  of  God,"  Heb.  x.  19,  22.  And  can  all  this  be  in 
a  fixed  uncertainty,  or  without  appropriation  ?  Can  I  draw  near,  as  having 
a  way  consecrated,  or  as  having  a  High-priest  over  the  house  of  God  ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  do  not  know  whether  I  have  or  no  ? 

If  we  are  condemned  for  asking  doubtingly,  James  i.  6,  7 ;  and  for  little 
f]uth  in  Providence,  Matth.  vi.  30 ;  does  not  the  opposite  character  imply  a 
certainty  of  divine  favour  and  regard  by  sovereign  grace,  independent  of  a 
discovery  of  our  previous  obedience  ? 

Rom.  xiv.  23.  ^'  Whatsoever  is  not  of  faith,"  t.  e.  whatsoever  action  is 
not  of  confidence  of  acceptance  with  God,  ^^  is  sin."  Does  not  this  Scripture 
make  confidence  essential  to  faith  ? 

Rom.  iv.  5.  ^^To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believcth  on  him  that 
justifieth  the  ungodly,*'  &c.  Is  not  this  inconsistent  witli  waiting  to  be 
godly,  before  I  dare  put  my  trust  in  him  ? 

We  cannot  ^^  call  on  him  in  whom  we  have  not  believed,"  Rom.  x.  14 ; 
that  is,  we  cannot  "  call  in  faith,  nothing  doubting,"  as  above,  James  i.  6. 

It  is  the  divine  commandment  to  ^'  believe  in  his  name,"  1  John  iii.  23 ; 
and  it  is  the  strength  of  ''  faith  against  hope,"  of  what  we  see  or  feel,  ^^  to 
believe  in  hope  '*''  of  what  God  hath  freely  given  and  promised. 

£ph.  iii.  12 ;  ^'  In  whom  wo  have  boldness  and  access  with  confidence  by 
iheJfcM  of  him."     Can  this  be  where  there  is  no  apppropriation  ? 

Gal.  V.  5.     *'*'  We  through  the  Spirit  wait  for  the  hope  of  righteousness  by 
fakh*'     Can  this  be  said  in  an  uncertainty  ?  or  in  a  conditional  certainty 
depending  on  our  performance  ? 

Can  the  dead  live  by  ^'  believing  on  him,"  according  to  John  xi.  25 ;  if 
they  are  to  wait  till  they  feel  life  first  ? 

2.  In  regard  to  hope.  We  are  told,  that  not  our  performances,  but  God's 
promise  and  oath,  are  the  ^'  strong  consolation  of  them  who  have  fled  for 
refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  set  before  them ;  which  hope  we  have  as  an 
anchor  of  the  soul,  both  ture  and  Headfoity  and  which  entereth  into  that 
within  the  vail,"  Heb.  vi.  18, 19. 
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Wg  ak  told  to  *^hold  fast  the  beginning  of  onr  confidcnoe,  the  oonfidence 
and  njoiciDfr  of  the  hope,  firm  unto  the  end,**  Ileb.  iii.  6. 

At  we  *'  have  not  seen,  and  yet  have  bclieycd,"  bo  we  are  aaid  to  "  hopi 
for  that  wo  sec  not,  and  patiently  wait  for  it,"  Rom.  viii.  25*  "  We  in 
saved  through  faith/'  Eph.  ii.  8.  ^'  We  are  saved  by  hope,*"  Rom.  TiiL  83. 
We  are  said  to  '^  purify  ourselves  by  this  hope,"  1  John  iii.  3 ;  to  have  oor 
"  hearts  purified  by  faith,'*^  Acts  xv.  9  ;  to  ^'  purify  our  souls  in  obejriog  the 
tnith  through  the  Spirit,  unto  the  unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren,"  1  Peter 
i.  23.  W\*  are  said  to  be  all  ''  the  childrrn  of  Ood  by  &ith  in  Jesus  Cfafiit^' 
Gal.  iii.  29  ;  to  be  '^  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope,"  not  through  a  discoveij 
of  our  olK'dii'nce,  but  ^'  by  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead,"  1  Pet 
i.  3.  And  ^^  the  Ood  of  hope  filk  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  bdieving,' 
Rom.  XV.  13.  "  And  IxMng  justified  by  faith,  we  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  the 
glory  of  God,"  Rom.  v.  2. 

AVhen  wc  aro  exhorteil,  1  Pet.  iii.  15.  to  "bo  ready  always  to  giveia 
Answer  to  every  man  that  asketh  us  a  reason  of  the  hopo  that  is  in  us,"  I 
apprehend  our  faith,  or  that  truth  we  iK'lieve,  is  that  reason,  and  not  our  own 
righteousness  or  qualifications.  Upon  this  review  of  these  Scriptures,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  Paliemon's  refinement  upon  the  Scripture  phrases,  to  the 
excluding  ap])ropriation  or  certainty  of  salvation  from  faith,  and  ascribing  it 
wholly  to  a  dineovery  of  our  inherent  qualifications,  under  the  name  off 
assurance  of  Iio|)e,  is  not  so  scriptu rally  founded  as  he  has  imagined. 

"The  oiisuranee  of  hope  is  enjoyed  only  by  those  who  give  all  diligence  to 
obtain  it." 

That  they  are  exhorted  to  show  "  the  same  diligence  to  the  full  assuranee 
of  hopo  unto  the  end,"  is  true.  We  arc  also  to  "  hold  fast  the  beginning  of 
our  ci»nfidence  steadfii^t  untu  the  end." 

"  The  first  of  these  (the  assurance  of  faith)  was  called  for  in  a  min^a 
first  prnfe«L4ion  of  the  faith,  u])(m  his  first  hearing  the  gospel,  in  order  to  his 
being  acknowledirfil  fnr  a  (^liristian." 

Hope  is  also  called  the  *'  hojx*  of  nur  calling  by  the  gospel,"  Eph.  i.  18; 
not  the  hope  uf  onr  olKulienee,  or  lio])e  arising  from  our  qualifications.  And 
upon  a  niun*s  first  hearing  the  g()S])el,  when  he  wns  first  I)egotten  again  bj 
the  Word  nf  truth,  ho  i*  said  to  be  "  begotU'n  again  imto  a  lively  hope,  by 
the  resnrreetion  of  Cliribt  from  the  dead,'^  1  Pet.  i.  3.  Clirist  is  said  to 
"  dwell  in  <»nr  lirarts  by/'uV//,"  Kph.  iii.  IJ  ;  and  Col.  i.  27  ;  as  our  "  kope  of 
glory."  And  if  lie  is  not  thus  in  us,  wo  are  said  to  be  not  young  professors, 
or  yonng  C'liristians,  but  rei)riil)ates. 

^*  The  assurance  of  faith  is  likewise  necessary  to  the  drawing  near  to  God 
in  his  >von»liip.' 

We  are  likewise  said  to  "  draw  near  to  CJod  by  the  better  boj)e,"  Ileb. 
vii.  19;  "which  hope  wc  have  ns  an  anchor  of  the  soul,  both  sure  and 
tteadffiitt" 

'*  The  assurance  of  hope,  again,  is  an  enjoyment  ])ropo8ed  to  them  who 
Wlicve." 

A  steadfast  continuance,  full  assurance,  and  increase  in  the  faith,  is 
proposed  to  thorn  also. 

"  The  assuranee  of  hope,  then,  holds  pace,  first  and  last,  with  the  work 
and  J;i})our  of  love." 
The  apostolic  hope  lieU  pace,  «it^\.  a.v\^  Uft\.,  >«VCii.  >i\\^  «^w**5^  \%!l^\  «ii 
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loTB  or  oharity  Mowed  both.  The  apoetles  do  not  teach  the  oMer  to  be 
&ithy  loye,  and  hope,  becauee  I  lore ;  but  faith,  in  the  revealed  righteoueaefliy 
is  the  spring  of  hope ;  and  love  flowing  from  both.  **  Now  abideth  faith, 
liope,  and  oharity;  these  three'"  as  the  root,  and  not  the  fruit  of  our 
obedience. 

*'  There  was  no  Christian,  however  eminent,  in  the  dajrs  of  the  apostles, 
bnt  needed  the  exhortation  to  give  all  diligence  for  maintainiDg  and  ooti- 
firming  the  assurance  of  hope.'* 

Nor  was  any  Christian  so  far  advanced,  but  he  might  be  exhorted  to  be 
**  strong  in  the  grace  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  continue  in  the  faith 
grounded  and  settled." 

^*  They  often  called  on  men  to  examine  themselves." 

They  declared  remission  of  sin  immediately  in  Christ's  name,  as  the  truth 
whereby  we  pass  '^  from  death  to  life.*^  They  did  not  teach  people  to  find 
remission  of  sin  by  the  way  of  their  inherent  dispositions  or  works ;  but 
when  the  apostle  Paul  was  called  upon  for  a  proof  of  Christ  speaking  in  him, 
he  bid  the  Corinthians  examine  themselves  for  that  proof;  for  if  they  hod 
Bot  received  Christ,  they  were  reprobates ;  and  if  they  had,  they  were  his 
•pistle  of  commendation,  agreeable  to  what  he  had  said,  chap.  iii. — xiii.  5. 

**  No  man,  then,  can  be  charged  with  the  sin  of  disbelieving  the  gospel, 
lor  doubting  if  he  be  a  good  Christian." 

But  he  may,  for  doubting  whether  Christ  is  'given  to  him  in  the  divine 
declarations  to  sinners ;  or  whether  he  may  trast  to  those  declarations ;  or, 
for  doubting  whether  he  may  venture  his  eternal  concerns  upon  Jesus  Christ 
alone,  without  and  before  any  discovery  of  his  excellency  above  other  men. 

^  Yea,  wo  find  the  apostles  ready  to  quash  the  confidence  of  those  who 
were  ready  to  conclude  their  state  was  changed,  by  such  awful  sentences  as 
this  :  *  He  that  saith,  I  know  him,  and  keepeth  not  his  commandments,  is  a 
liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him.' " 

They  who  professed  the  faith  and  hopo  of  Christians,  and  were  evidently 
not  influenced  by  the  Christian  love  to  observe  the  commandments  of  him  in 
whom  they  professed  to  believe,  were  undoubtedly  the  subjects  of  this 
censure ;  which  may  well  be  admitted,  without  any  contradiction  to  the  hope 
of  a  guilty  sinner  by  Christ  alone. 

**  The  apostles  frequently  declare  their  assurance  of  faith  and  of  hopo  in 
the  same  passage.  While  they  express  their  faith  in  Christ,  they  are  at  the 
same  time  confident  of  their  interest  in  him." 

This  proves,  that  either  the  apostle's  Christian  hope  stood  in  a  nearer 
eonnexion  with  their  faith,  and  sprung  more  immediately  from  their  doctrine 
than  PalsBmon  will  admit  of;  or  else,  that  he  is  more  accurate  than  they  in 
describing  it. 

**  This  joint  assurance  they  sometimes  express  in  fellowship  with  all  that 
follow  their  footsteps,  and  often  in  language  plainly  distinguishing  the 
apostles  themselves  from  other  professors  of  the  faith." 

The  1  John  v.  11,  is  not  of  this  sort:  *^  This  is  the  record  which  he  that 
believeth  hath  in  himself;  he  that  believeth  it  not  maketh  Qod  a  liar, 
because  he  believeth  not  the  record  which  he  gave  of  his  Son."  And  tkii  ($ 
the  record  that  God  hath  given,  not  to  us  apostles,  exclusive  of  others ;  not 
to  US  who  can  say,  "  God,  I  thank  thee  I  am  not  as  other  men ; "  but  to  ns, 
guilty  annere,  lost,  &c. ;  to  us,  as  numbered  witli  \\icak"t«Vtfi^\SL"Wj^V3«36«<«i 
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it,  mike  God  a  liar.  **  Ood  hath  given  to  As  eternal  life,  and  thif  Ufe  ii  in 
hifl  Son :  "  so  given  him,  that  *'  he  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,  and  he  that 
hath  not  the  Son  of  God  hath  not  life ;  *'  it  heing  only  to  be  received,  poi- 
■eewd,  or  enjoyed,  in  receiving,  poaeeesing,  and  enjojring  of  him. 

**  The  same  Spirit,  acting  as  the  Comforter,  \a  given  only  to  those  who  are 
already  the  friends  of  Christ.  To  this  purpose  Paul  saya,  GaL  iv.  6, 
*  And  because  ye  arc  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into 
jrour  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father.' " 

That  is,  and  bi-causo  yo«  while  pncmies,  have  received,  through  the  gospel, 
**t1ic  adoption  of  diiUlron  by  Jesus  Christ,"  Eph.  i.  5.  Because,  iJso, 
according  to  the  fulness  of  time,  yo  arc  sons,  the  church  being  come  out  of 
her  non-age.  As  a  pnxjf  of  this  it  is  evident,  (rod  hath  not  given  yon  "  the 
spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear,  but  he  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son 
into  your  lioartis"  whereby  yc  obtain  such  a  discovery  of  salvation  to  the 
guilty,  as  enables  you  to  cry  *'  Abba,  Father.'^ 

'^The  Holy  Spirit  tlionncts  a  twofold  part,  as  he  breathes  in  the  goq>eL 
He  reconciles  enemies,  and  he  comforts  friends." 

He  reconciles  and  comforts  enemies  in  the  same  instant,  and  by  the  tame 
truth  ;  so  the  distinctiitn  is  not  properly  founded.  Besides,  the  consolation 
we  have  by  Christ  to  the  end,  is  of  the  same  nature  with  the  beginning — the 
grace  tliat  is  manifest  in  Christ  Jesus  to  the  guilty.  Not  but  that  we  have 
also  the  additional  consolation  of  those  sayings  which  relate  to  our  witnessiDg 
and  suffering  for  the  truth. 

"  AVIiat,  then,  shall  we  say  of  those  pretenders  to  the  apostolic  consolation, 
whose  very  profession  of  Christianity,  instead  of  being  any  loss  to  them, 
spreads  their  reputation  for  piety,  and  procures  them  esteem  and  reverence 
from  the  world  ?  " 

AVo  will  say,  their  consolation  is  not  apostolic,  that  the  offence  of  the  cross 
has  ccas<Ml  with  them,  or  that  they  arc  of  the  world.  But  it  is  very  plain 
Aflpasio's  appropriation,  or  that  trust  wherein  lie  is  comforted,  has  not  had 
this  effeet,  however  he  may  have  been  honoured  on  other  accounts. 

"  In  latter  times,  not  a  few  have,  fn>m  the  hand  of  church  authority,  sup- 
ported by  secular  i>t)wer,  endured  the  same  sufferings  which  the  apostles  met 
with  from  the  Jews  and  Romans,  and  accordingly  enjoyed  the  same  consola- 
tion. It  was  very  natural  for  sueh  of  them  as  were  writers,  to  commend  the 
faith  whieh  thus  wrought  by  love." 

TIk'v  snffere<l  an  maintaining  the  certainty  of  salvation  by  Christ  alone, 
and  dill  not  (jrround  their  certainty  upon  their  sufferings ;  although  they  were 
far  from  being  discouraged  thereby,  but  endured  them  with  additional  conso- 
lati(m.     Their  a»<suranee  gave  the  offence,  and  causi'd  their  sufferings. 

"  Shall  we  say  that  thi-se  friends  of  Christ  would  have  aj>proved  of  that 
assurance  of  an  interest  in  him,  which  men  now  ])reten<l  to  acquire  by  some 
heart  work,  in  a  full  consistency  with  their  worldly  eas«»  and  reputation?" 

Nor  does  Aspasio  plead  for  sueh  an  assurance :  what  he  pleads  for  is 
founded  only  upon  the  divine  declarations  to  guilty  sinners ;  and  is  far  from 
having  the  apj)roljation  of  the?  devout  and  honoumble  of  the  world,  however 
they  may  prt»fes.s  to  esteem  his  writings  on  account  of  the  elegancy  of  the 
style,  or  some  j)artieulara  foreign  to  his  main  intention  in  them. 

"  The  modern  assurance  proceeds  on  the  principle,  that  the  simple  truth 
believed  affords  no  joy  nor  comfort." 
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This  oannot  be  our  case,  who  plead  for  the  joy  and  comfort  of  the  soffi- 
cient  righteoosnesB,  as  given  freely  to  the  guilty  in  those  evangelical  declara* 
tions. 

**  Will  the  news  of  a  plentiful  importation  of  com,  in  the  tiqM^  of  famine, 
l^ve  joy  to  many  ready  to  perish,  and  revive  even  the  poorest  with  the  hope 
that  they  may  be  fed  ?  '^ 

Will  the  joy  and  comfort  of  this  news  be  set  aside  by  understanding,  that 
the  com  is  freely  given  for  us  to  live  upon  without  money  or  price  ?  Will 
not  this  rather  enhance  the  joy  ?  Does  not  the  poorest  receive  comfort  from 
snch  tidings,  because  they  expect  either  to  be  able  to  buy  some,  or  to  have 
aome  given  them  ? 

^  Yet  no  man  knows  certainly  but  his  present  day  may  be  his  last." 

But  the  joy  created  by  the  news  above-mentioned  proceeds  on  a  contrary 
supposition,  viz.  That  he  shall  live,  and  be  sustained  by  it.  Besides,  the 
bread  of  life  concerns  a  day  that  will  never  have  an  end ;  therefore  this 
uncertainty  is  foreign  to  the  purpose. 

*^  And  however  diffident  the  convert  (that  is,  the  convert  of  Aspasio's  stamp) 
be,  he  is  still  supposed  to  be  possessed  of  some  degree  of  assurance,  provided 
he  blame  himself  for  the  want  of  it." 

He  is  supposed  to  live  by  Christ  alone,  as  his  sufficient  righteousness,  who 
condemns  every  word,  work,  or  thought  to  the  contrary,  or  who  fights  this 
fight  of  faith  against  all  oppositions  and  trials,  inward  or  outward.  But 
though  we  may  make  such  an  allowance,  this  is  not  our  point.  The  question 
is  not  so  much  about  whether  I  believe ;  let  that  make  itself  evident :  the 
proper  question  to  be  always  considered  and  rested  in,  is  this.  Does  God  give 
to  guilty  me  eternal  life  in  his  Son  ?  Is  this  the  spring  of  my  hope,  and  the 
source  of  my  love  and  obedience  ?  Do  I  live,  not  by  my  notion  that  I  am  a 
believer,  but  do  I  live  by  this  ? 

**  They  (the  devils)  believe,  they  hate,  and  yet  they  tremble  at  that  troth 
which  Christ's  people  believe,  love,  and  find  salvation  in.  With  them  are 
ranked  all  those  of  mankind  who  know  as  much  of  the  truth  as  inclines  them 
to  hate  and  pervert  it." 

Yet  it  cannot  be  said  of  the  devils,  they  have  the  same  confidence.  It 
cannot  be  said  of  the  devils,  that  they  receive  or  appropriate  the  divine  right- 
eousness as  freely  given  to  them,  or  that  they  see  any  foundation  for  it. 

**  In  this  view,  the  same  truth  is  the  savour  of  life  unto  life  unto  some,  and 
of  death  unto  death  unto  others.  In  this  view,  the  same  truth  is  the  object 
of  contempt  and  chagrin  to  some,  and  of  love  and  joy  to  others." 

True,  it  is  so ;  but  not  by  both  believing  it  alike  for  themselves. 

Letter  YI. — ^'  We  are  now,  then,  to  consider  faith  as  a  principle  of  life 
and  action." 

Palsmon  is  here  obliged  to  admit  of  a  different  consideration  of  faith.  If 
he  considered  it  in  justification  as  a  principle  of  life  and  action,  he  would 
have  been  involved  in  the  mistakes  he  has  been  opposing.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  denied  faith  to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  action,  he  would  overthrow 
the  principle  of  the  Christian  obedience  he  pleads  for.  Now,  since  he  if 
thus  obliged  to  take  up  this  distinction  for  himself,  why  should  he  not  allov 
it  to  Aspasio  ?  Why  should  he  not  allow  that  appropriation,  although 
18  an  act  or  work  exerted  by  the  human  mind)  m  ^Tfii^^^u^;:^  ^\  'Qssis^Xi^ 
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of  the  gospel,  and  as  a  principle  of  all  other  Chriitian  obedicnee  t  Tet  «b 
are  not  jm^tified  by  our  appropriating  peraua«on,  but  by  the  righteoniMai 
we  appropriate  ;  even  aa  Palsemon  says,  we  are  justified  by  what  we  belieTc, 
and  not  by  feith,  as  a  principle  of  life  and  action. 

^  And  here  we  roost  carefully  distingniah  betwixt  all  works  by  which  nea 
would  pretend  to  acquire  faith,  and  those  which  faith  produce! ;  lor,  if  i«e 
will  contend  that  justification  comes  by  faith  without  works,  and  that  there 
is  no  acceptable  working  but  what  follows  upon  thisE,  and  yet  maintain  that 
faith  is  acquired  by  works,  we  undoubtedly  reason  in  a  circle.  And  howerer 
seriously  and  devoutly  we  may  be  occupied  in  this  kind  of  reasoning,  it  ii 
evident  we  are  emp1oy(.-<l  in  nothing  else  but  solemn  trick  and  dissimulation ; 
unieas  it  may  be  pled  in  onr  behalf,  that  we  are  imposing  on  onrselres  by  fte 
same  means  by  which  we  impose  upon  others. 

**  Men  are  justified  by  the  knowledge  of  a  righteonsness  finished  in  the 
days  of  Tiberius ;  and  this  knowledge  operates  upon  them,  and  leads  them 
to  work  righteousne!»s.  *'  if  ye  know,'  b/ljs  the  apostle  John,  *  that  he  is 
righteous,  ye  know  that  every  one  that  doth  righteousness  is  bom  of  him.' 
Faith  is  not  acquired,  but  is  obtained,  as  Peter  says,  (rmr  Xaxmwri,)  *  To  them 
who  have  obtained  by  lut  like  precious  fiuth  with  ns.'  Of  two  crirainib 
justly  condemned  to  die,  if  one  escapes  by  a  favourable  throw  of  the  dice,  and 
the  other  dies  fur  his  crime,  we  see  mercy  in  the  deliverance  of  the  fonner, 
and  no  injustice  in  the  death  of  the  latter.  Two  men  may  be  emplojred  with 
equal  diligence  in  studying  the  Scripture,  and  with  equal  seriousness  in 
pra}-ing  for  divine  assistance  ;  the  one  may  come  to  know  the  truth,  and  the 
other  may  grope  in  the  dark  all  his  lifetime.  He  who  comes  to  know  it, 
plainly  pi'rct*ives  that  he  has  found  what  he  was  not  seeking  after  ;  he  plainly 
sees  that  bin  most  serious  devotion  was  pointed  in  direct  opposition  to  what 
now  comforts  him." 

Xeverthi'less,  the  truth  beine  declared,  tliey  may,  like  the  noble  Bereans, 
search  thi'  Scriptiin\s,  "whether  tln'se  things  are  so." 

**  Thu«  the  word  of  life  in  held  f<irth  in  the  world — servinsf  as  a  mean  of 
divine  a]ipointiiicnt  to  had  SDino  to  the  faith,  and  render  others  inexcusable." 

Tliis  is  a  proper  reply  to  PaUenion  s  own  objection :  "  That  the  grant  of 
the  gnMp4'l  is  a  pft  of  Ix-nefits  to  nuiltitudes  wlio  are  never  benefited  thereby. 
It  !HTve-4  as  a  ni<'an<«  of  divine  appointment  to  lead  some  to  faith,  and  leave 
others  inoxrnSKilile." 

'•  Tlie  chancre  made  upon  a  man  by  the  belief  of  the  gospel,  may  be  thus 
ilhistrated  :  wiien  LazaruH  was  revivi^l  to  the  enjoyment  of  this  mortal  life, 
neither  his  will  nor  his  pnwer  were  concerned  in  the  obtaining  of  life.  Yet 
his  life  Could  no  utherwi.se  ho  contimird  and  enjoyed,  but  in  his  voluntary 
exercise  of  it.  As  soon  as  he  revived,  the  principle  of  self-preservation, 
with  all  its  liojxs  and  fear<,  hrhovcd  immediately  to  be  set  in  motion.  No 
sooner  was  he  possi»ss<.(l  of  life,  than  the  active  love  of  it  behoved  to  take 
phice.  Accf»rdinj,'ly,  no  sooner  do<'S  a  man  bei^n  to  know  the  grace  of  God 
m  truth,  than  love  to  it  takes  place  in  his  heart.  Love  is  the  activity  of  that 
life  which  a  man  ohtains  liV  faitJi ;  for  faith  worketh  by  hjve."" 

But  what  is  all  this  to  the  doctrine  of  workinir  in  painful  desire  and  fear, 
till  we  etmie  to  tin?  enjoyment  of  life,  or  the  knowled^fc  that  we  have  life  ? 
Ijnzarus  had  no  princi]>lu  of  self  j^rcservation  lx»fore  he  was  conscious  that  he 
had  a  self  to  preserve  ;  nor  had  he  any  love  of  life  before  Uc  enjoyed  it.     In 
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like  nuuuMT,  w%  can  hate  no  loye  to  that  grace  of  Qod  we  know  not^  ner 
deeiie  to  preeerte  that  life  we  never  enjoyed. 

**  If  a  man  of  low  condition  ia  by  a  rojal  patent  ennobled,  and  entitled  to 
a  place  in  the  politest  aasembliee,  he  cannot  enjoy  the  pleaaures  of  hia  promo* 
iioB  bnt  in  as  fiir  as  he  loves  and  studies  to  learn  the  manners  suitable  to  hia 
9SBk  and  company." 

And  his  motive  to  this  improvement  of  these  manners  is^  that  he  is  pro- 
moted to  a  station  he  desires  to  enjoy  more  perfectly.  So  we,  being  ci^ed 
to  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jesus  Christ,  toil  no  more  in  the  way  of  pain- 
Ibl  desire  and  lear  to  attain  to  a  consciousness  of  the  privilege,  but  as  par- 
takers of  it  are  influenced  thereby. 

**  The  apostle  John,  speaking  of  obedience  to  the  new  commandment  of 
love,  says,  ^  Beloved,  if  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence 
towards  Gk>d;^  that  is,  if,  notwithstanding  our  natural  bias  against  the 
gospel,  with  its  remaining  effects,  giving  us  daily  disquiet,  our  heart  condemn 
us  not  as  destitute  of  love  to  that  touth  which  the  world  hates,  then  we  have 
confidence  towards  God ;  even  as  much  confidence  as  the  testimony  of  oof 
own  conscience  can  give  us.** 

This  is  plainly  not  the  confidence  which  the  truth  itself  affords  a  guilty 
rinner,  but  confidence  *^  that  we  are  not  destitute  of  love  to  that  truth  the 
wtvld  hates."  The  former  is  our  life,  the  latter  is  only  an  additional  corro* 
berating  comfort. 

^*  Yet  tliis  is  but  one  witness,  and  needs  to  be  supported ;  for  in  this  case 
oi|e  may  be  liable  to  doubts,  lest  even  his  own  conscience  should  be  partial  in 
his  favour.^ 

If  we  have  confidence  in  Christ  by  the  truth  itself  as  we  are  guilty  sinners ; 
if  I  am  conscious  that  the  truth,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  my  fiuth,  and 
confidence  in  it,  works  by  love ;  if  our  hearts  condemn  us  not  in  this  matter, 
then  have  we  confidence  towards  God  :  FtrH^  because  we  are  conscious  we 
proceed  on  divine  authority :  Secondly,  we  prove  the  blessed  effect  of  the 
truth.  These,  then,  are  two  witnesses  inseparably  united.  The  first,  a 
divine  truth,  the  testimony  of  the  divine  Spirit,  than  which  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  ground  of  certainty ;  the  latter  is  the  consciousness  of  the  effect  of 
that  truth. 

**  Here,  then,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  who  never  fails  to  bear  witness  to  the 
genuine  effects  thereof,  gives  his  testimony  as  a  second  witness  supporting  the 
former.  Thus  Paul,  after  he  had  said,  ^  As  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
CKmI,  they  are  the  sons  of  Ged,'  adds,  *  the  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with 
our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God.^  ^^ 

The  apostle  Paul,  after  he  had  said,  ^^  As  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
CKmI,  they  are  the  sons  of  God,^'  adds,  ^*  For  ye  have  not  received  the  spirit 
of  bondage  again  to  fear ;  but  ye  have  received  (t.  e.  by  the  gospel  truth)  the 
spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry  Abba,  Father."  And  then  follow  the 
words,  *^  The  Spirit  itself  (which  ye  received  in  the  hearing  of  the  gospel 
imboldening  us  guilty  sinners,  to  cry  **  Abba,  Father,"  through  the  di'^ 
righteousness  freely  given  to  us ;  this  Spirit  received  in  the  gospel)  t^^hat 
witness  with  our  spirit  that  we  are  the  children  of  God,"  and  not  c^^^Y' 
who  deceive  themselves  with  vain  thoughts.  non^ 

It  is  already  granted,  that  ^  the  Spirit  of  truth  never  speaks  oxu^^ 
sentence  to  any  person  beyond  what  is  written  m  tioA  ^n^Vox^^     ^ 
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is  written  in  tlie  Scriptme,  n  cither  the  deckrations  of  finee  nlTitiaB  to 
ainnen  in  Jesus  Christ,  or  cUvine  assurances  of  no  disappointment  to  Am 
that  believe  on  Christ,  or  an  account  of  the  genuine  effects  of  faith.    In  Ihi- 
first,  we  are  taught  to  apply  what  is  said  to  ourselves  as  flinneis :  In  thti 
second,  wo  are  encouraged  to  belicTc  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  assonsM 
of  salvation  by  him,  without  disappointment :  In  the  last,  we  are  in&tiii('; 
of  the  genuine  effects  of  this  truth,  or  faith,  corresponding  to  what  we  isi : 
and  feel  to  be  tnie,  when  we  believe  according  to  tluit  which  is  written* 

^  And  this  he  (t.  e.  the  Spirit)  does,  by  shedding  abroad  in  the  heart  mA 
an  abundant  sense  of  the  divine  love,  as  leaves  no  room  for,  so  casts  oat,  As 
anxious  fear  of  coming  short  of  life  everlasting." 

The  love  shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  is  tliat  manifested  in  Christ  dying  kt 
the  nngodly  when  enemies,  and  without  strength ;  not  love  manifested  to  tks 
qualified ;  for  ^*  if  when  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to  Grod  by  As 
death  of  hi^  Son,  (given  freely  unto  us),  much  more  being  reconciled,"  as  ip 
apparent  to  us  in  what  we  believe,  and  in  its  genuine  effects,  we  have  a  bops 
(that  maketh  not  ashamed)  that  ^*  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life  ;'*  that  h 
who  gave  us  righteousness  while  enemies,  will  save  us  for  ever  who  are  thai 
reconciled  to  him. 

"Thus  that  love  to  the  truth,  which  formerly  wrought  in  a  way  of  painfii 
desire,  attended  with  many  fears,  is  perfected  by  being  crowned  with  thi 
highest  enjoyment  it  is  capable  of  in  this  mortal  state." 

I  do  not  rend  in  the  Scripture  of  any  love  to  the  truth  of  the  gospd  m 
described.  *'  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  luved  God,  (and  he  crowned  « 
with  enjoyment),  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  hi^  Son,  his  only  begottaa 
Son,  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  him  ;"  sent  his  Son  ''  to  bea 
propitiation  for  our  sins.  If  we  wlio  are  of  tliis  truth  love  one  another,  Ui 
love  is  already  perfected  in  us ;  and  wc  have  known  and  believed  the  Ion 
that  God  hath  to  us.  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect.  He  that  fcareth,* 
and  is  not  imboldencd  by  the  truth  to  venture  his  everlasting  concerns  npot 
Christ  Jesus  alone,  ^'is  not  made  perfect  in  love.  We  love  him  bccaoae 
he  first  loved  us,  purifying  our  souls  by  obeying  tlie  tnitli  through  the 
Spirit,  unto  the  unfeigned  lt)ve  of  the  brethren,"'  as  its  proper  and  genuine 
effect. 

"Jesus  Christ,  who  loved] his  Father  with  a  perfect  heart,  even  while 
sorrowful  unto  death,  received  the  highest  proof  of  his  being  the  beloved 
Son  of  God,  when,  being  exalted  at  the  Tather^s  right  hand,  and  being 
made  most  blessed  with  a  sense  of  his  love,  he  experienced  fulness  of  joy  in 
his  presence." 

But  he  knew  he  was  the  Son  of  God  before  he  had  this  highest  proof:  he, 
though  sorrowful  unto  death,  had  none  of  the  anxious  fear  of  coming  short  of 
his  glory,  but  was  animated  by  that  glory.  "  For  the  joy  that  was  set  before 
him,  he  endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame."  He  received  the  word  in 
its  accomplishment,  as  the  highest  confinnation  of  the  veracity  of  what  hie 
Father  had  spoken.  But  surely  he  shewed  himself  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
baj^estimony,  when  he  answered  the  tempter,  "  Man  shall  not  live  by  bread 
atone"^^*  ^Y  every  word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God." 

»»Thtf  report  of  this  draws  them  who  believe  it  to  love  him,  and  suffer  for 
hiB  sako-^  To  such,  Jesus  Christ  promised  fellowship  with  him  in  the  fulnsii 
of  joy  " 


'- M.     . 
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^uttimed ;  for  "  if  when  we  were  ene 
death  of  hi9  Son,  (given  freely  untc 
apparent  to  us  in  what  we  believe,  ai 
(that  maketh  not  ashamed)  that  **> 
who  gave  us  righteousness  while  enei 
reconciled  to  him. 

**  Thus  that  love  to  the  truth,  whicli 
desire,  attended  vnth  many  fears,  is  p 
highest  enjoyment  it  is  capable  of  in  th 

I  do  not  read  in  the  Scripture  of  t 
described.     *' Herein  is  love,  not  that 
with  enjoyment),  but  that  he  loved  u£ 
Son,  into  the  world,  that  we  might  live  t 
propitiation  for  our  sins.     If  we  who  ai 
love  is  already  perfected  in  us ;  and  wc 
that  God  hath  to  us.     Herein  is  our  lo' 
and  is  not  imboldcned  by  the  truth  to  v< 
Christ  Jesus  alone,  *'is  not  made  perfe 
he  first  loved  us,  purifying  our  souls  1 
Spirit,  unto  the  unfeigned  love  of  the  bi 
effect. 

**  Jesus  Christ,  who  loved  J  his  Fathei 
sorrowful  unto  death,  received  the  high 
Son  of  God,  when,  being  exalted  at  tl 
made  most  blessed  with  a  sense  of  his  lo 
his  presence.'^ 

But  he  knew  he  was  the  Son  ^^^  ^ 
though  sorrow^"' 


« • 
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ThtLi/ulnea  of  joy  must  be  in  the  life  to  come,  according  to  Psalm  xvi.  11. 

For  in  this  life  we  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  sight ;  and  hope  which  is 
seen  is  not  hope.  And  it  is  also  acknowledged,  that  Jcsiis  himself  did  not 
enter  into  this  joy  till  he  ceased  from  this  world. 

John  XT.  10,  11.  ''  If  ye  keep  my  commandments,  ye  shall  abide  in  my 
loTe,  even  as  I  have  kept  my  Father's  commandments,  and  abide  in  his  love. 
These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  my  joy  might  remain  in  you,  and 
that  your  joy  might  be  full." 

The  commandments  here  spoken  of  are,  to  believe,  and  love,  for  the  truth's 
•ake.  The  love  and  juy  is  that  which  is  manifested  by  the  word  in  this  life, 
and  which  neither  '^  life,  nor  death,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers," 
nor  any  kind  of  suffering  or  affliction,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from.  Never- 
theless, we  yet  but  hope  for  the  fulness  of  joy  that  Jesus  is  now  arrived  at, 
with  ^'  hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed,"  but  animates  us  to  be  followers  of 
Jesus,  ^*  enduring  the  cross,  despising  the  sliame." 

^*  When  the  saving  truth  first  shines  in  the  hearts  of  men,  the  effect  is 
suitable  to  the  divine  promise,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  *  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me.'  Tliis  fear,  dwelling  in  their 
hearts,  checks  and  recalls  them  when  ready  to  be  utterly  led  away  by  their 
foimer  evil  inclinations.  They  are  preserved  frx>m  falling  away,  by  the  fear 
of  fidling  away." 

This  is  no  more  than  a  fear  of  caution,  consistent  with  the  utmost  confi- 
dence of  the  sufficiency  of  Christ,  and  the  veracity  and  faithfulness  of  God ; 
consistent  with  a  firm  persuasion,  that  nothing  shall  ^*  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  The  slavish  fear 
which  ariseth  from  uncertainty,  and  is  seeking  after  a  differencing  something 
to  remove  our  torment,  is  so  far  from  preserving  us  from  falling,  that  it  is 
rather  a  proof  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  sufficient  righteousness,  with  the 
^'    lipient  ground  of  faith  and  hope,  and  have  at  present  no  part  or  lot  in  the 


is  evident,  that  to  have  the  Holy  Spirit  as  Uie  Comforter  and  earnest 

leavenly  inheritance,  is  an  attainment  far  beyond  any  influences  of  the 

^^t  are  common  to  those  who  believe  for  a  time,  and  those  who  believe 

laving  of  the  soul ;  yea,  beyond  the  regenerating  work  of  the  Spirit, 

4riiich  men  are  at  first  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  taught 

to  love  it.'' 

"  To  find  by  experience  (in  the  effects  of  the  report  on  our  minds)  the 
troth  of  what  they  formerly  believed  on  testimony,"  (which  is  what  Palsemon 
declares  himself  to  mean),  is  certainly  an  attainment  of  another  kind  than  the 
joy  and  comfort  of  the  truth  itself.  But  that  a  conscious  certainty,  that  ^'  I 
de|>end  on  the  promise  of  Christ,  and  run  all  hazards  for  his  sake,"  is  what 
the  Scripture  means  by  the  Camforter  and  earned  of  the  heavenly  inheritance, 
does  not  so  evidently  appear;  because,  1.  This  is  not  taking  of  things  of 
Christ,  but  taking  of  our  tilings,  and  shewing  them  to  us :  2.  It  is  not  the 
Spirit's  bearing  witness  itself  with  our  spirits,  but  bearing  witness  by  the 
medium  of  our  obedience :  3.  It  would  be  speaking  more  to  us  than  what 
is  written  in  the  Scripture :  4.  This  consciousness,  and  the  joy  accompany- 
ing it,  was  an  attainment  of  the  people  of  God  before  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  as  really  as  it  has  been  since ;  whereas  the  Comforter  promised  was 
to  be  the  conseguenoe  of  Christ's  aacenuon  to  Vua  ¥«Aiet)  «Xk\  ^^^t«N,  yts^^ 

XX 


"  it  IS  also  plain,  that  the  prom 
mon  to  all  those  who  follow  the  fa 

It  is  plain  they  were  comforted 
truth  concerning  Jesus  the  Saviou 
comfort  of  those  confirming  dcclara 
their  blessings,  which  ore  recorded 
to  wait  for  any  other  attainment,  ui 
fortcr,  docs  not  appear. 

*'  Their  (the  Jews)  appropriation 
all  their  disaffection  to  the  true  gosp 

Tlie  Jews*'  appropriation  was  upc 
itiemsolves  and  others ;  which  wo  rea 
men  excelled  in  this  way,  they  pro 
true  God,  and  the  eternal  happiness  c 
objection  to  that  appropriation  which 
Ileavc!!  to  the  guilty,  excluding  all  s 
affirm  of  his  appropriation.  That  noth 
love  and  willing  obedience,  to  exalt  o 
the  world. 

Who  stands  nighest  to  the  Jewish 

Aspasio,  who  in  Dialogue  16  compai 

title  to  comfort  by  genuine    marks 

column  to  fix  tlie  capital  of  assuranc 

of  a  cathedral  upon  the  stalk  of  a 

**  talking  profanely  V     Neither  do  I  s 

it  is  first  proved,  that  the  marks  whe 

comfort  rather  than  others,  are  tl»«^  ^ 
Asposin  ri *•*•*'- 
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The  word  that  Jesus  hath  spoken^  and  tho  declaration  the  Father  hath 
lade,  is  the  first  and  surest  ground  of  undeceivable  certainty.  The  depon- 
BQce  hereon  proceeds  entirely  on  the  truth  and  faithfiilness  of  God ;  and 
lat  dependence  is  the  assurance  we  have  pleaded  for ;  and  they  who  thus 
epend,  our  Lord  declares,  have  werlcutiny  lifiy  are  already /MWMi  /trmi  d&Uh 
>  life. 

*^  Here  we  see  how  men  pass  from  death  to  life.  John  declares  how 
\ej  come  to  know  this,  whUe,  plainly  pointing  at  the  words  of  Jesus, 
e  says,  ^  Wo  know  that  we  are  passed  from  death  to  life,  because  we  lore 
le  brethren. **  '^ 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  distinction  here  made  by  Palaemon,  tis. 
That  our  Lord  only  declares  how  men  pass  from  death  to  life,*'  and  John 
only  declares  how  they  come  to  know  ^his."  It  is  plain,  that  our  Lord's 
eclaration  runs  in  the  same  strain  with  that  of  his  disciple.  Our  Lord 
tys.  He  that  heareth  my  word  *^  is  parsed  from  death  unto  life."  John  says, 
le  that  loveth  the  brethren  "is  passed  from  death  unto  life."  Where  is 
ie  difierencef  Both  are  declarations  of  who  are  passed  from  death  to 
fb,  therefore  both  alike  in  that  respect.  Our  Lord  intimates  the  life-giving 
Tordy  the  matter  believed  by  all  who  are  passed  from  death  to  life;  his 
isciple  intimates  the  proper  and  genuine  effect  of  that  word  on  all  who 
elieve.  ^*We  know,"  says  John,  we  have  an  additional  proof,  that  the 
rord  of  Jesus  is  true,  "  that  we  are  passed  from  death  unto  life,  becanse  we 
>ve  the  brethren."  It  is  plain  that  they  abide  still  in  death  who  abide  in 
he  hating,  murdering  spirit  of  tho  world ;  and  more  especially,  who  cannot 
>ve  them  who  are  of  the  truth  for  the  truth's  sake.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
niting,  life-giving  tendency  of  the  tnUh  appears  to  us,  who  are  of  it,  sinco 
i  cau^h  us  thus  to  love  one  another  for  the  truth's  sake;  and  proves  what 
esus  said,  that  *'  he  that  heareth  his  word,  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent 
im,  is  passed  from  death  to  life.'*^ 

Jesus  saith,  He  is  passed  from  death  to  life  "  that  heareth  my  word,  and 
elieveth  on  him  that  sent  me."  John  saith,  *'  We  know  he  has  passed  from 
eath  to  life  who  loves  the  brethren."  The  only  difference  is,  Jesus  declares 
he  privilege  by  that  whereby  we  enjoy  it ;  John  gives  proof  in  the  love  of 
he  brethren,  as  a  demonstrative  effect  that  Jesua^  words  are  true. 

"  By  this  proof,  men  come  to  know  that  the  joy  they  had  upon  their  first 
•elieving  was  not  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite." 

The  joy  true  believers  have  on  their  first  believing,  is  the  jdy  of  the  truth, 
f  that  we  rejoice  in  is  found  to  be  tnic,  our  joy  is  proved  genuine. 

"  And  so  their  joy  is  made  full." 

Our/jy  is  not  matde  full  by  a  discovery  of  itself,  but  by  farther  confirma- 
ions  of  that  truth  which  begat  and  supports  it.  The  believer  gives  an 
-ccount  of  \m  faith  and/)^,  when  he  gives  an  account  of  what  he  believes 
nd  rejoicps  in.  And  it  is  made  full  by  a  farther  supply  or  confirmation  of 
he  truth  and^  faithfulness  of  Qod,  on  which  he  depends. 

**  By  tliis  they  come  to  know  it  was  the  genuine  truth  of  God,  and  not 
ny  human  counterfeit  and  corruption  of  it,  which  they  at  first  believed." 

The  genuine  tnith  of  God  makes  itself  manifest  to  be  such  at  our  first 
lelicving,  I  Thess.  ii.  13,  1  John  i.  10;  and  thereby  begets  faith,  joy,  and 
very  other  effect.  He  that  waits  for  such  effect,  to  know  whether  he  %«jg 
he  genuine  truth  or  no,  may  finish  his  inqmiy  \>y  t^\sft^fei^VvEM9^^^^5M^ 
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is  in  this  inqaliy  very  evidently  bnt  upon  the  search,  and  therefore  has  not 
found  tmth  as  yet.  He  may  also  be  convinced  that  his  search  is  wrong  and 
prcposteroufl,  as  if  a  man  that  should  make  an  inquiry  alter  what  was  ]no- 
per  food,  should,  instead  thereof,  be  waiting  to  know,  by  certain  effects, 
whether  ho  had  eat  any  or  no.  The  noble  Bereans  inquired  after  truth,  by 
searching  the  Scripture,  to  sec  whether  *'  these  things  were  so ;  therefore  (it 
is  added)  many  of  them  believed.*^  The  truth  was  made  manifest  unto  thm 
as  the  truth  of  God.  And  when  this  was  the  case,  tliey  did  not  wait  for  the 
joy  of  it,  with  its  effects,  to  know  whether  it  was  so  or  no. 

*^  Thus  they  receive  an  additional  knowledge  and  certainty  about  the  trutl], 
in  the  way  of  cxpi'ricnce,  by  perceiving  that  it  works  effectoally  in  Ihem, 
producing  its  genuine  effects.*^ 

If  the  experience  of  the  effects  of  the  genuine  gospel  produces  only  aa 
additional  knowledge  and  certainty  from  experience,  as  the  first  knowledge 
and  certainty  came  by  divine  evidence  of  the  truth  itself;  thin  is  all  weplcaj 
for,  then  we  are  again  agreed. 

*^  As  often  as  the  apostl(*s  speak  of  their  interest  in  Christ,  and  life  eternal, 
or  use  any  language  to  that  effect,  we  shall  find  that  they  cither  Bpeak  of 
themselves  separately,  or  in  conjunction  with  those  only  who  are  possessed  of 
the  same  unfeigned  faith  and  love  with  them.'^ 

Tliat  the  apostles  wrote  their  epistles  to  professed  believers,  may  be  ray 
readily  admitted.  As,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  apostles  did  not  live  by 
Christ  alone,  under  the  notion  and  view  of  themselves  as  guilty  sinnerp,  Irat 
only  through  a  medium  or  discovery  of  their  own  faith,  love,  &c.  will  be  verjr 
difficult  to  be  proved,  however  confidently  asserted. 

*'  '  Hereby  we,'  who  love  the  brethren,  '  perceive  the  love  of  God,  becauae 
he  laid  down  his  life  for  us.'    We,  who  are  conscious  of  the  effects,  and  enjoy 
tlie  fruits  of  the  atonement,  know  that  God  fir»t  loved  us,  and  had  a  particu-    I 
lar  rrgard  to  us  in  providing  the  atonement." 

The  effixts  and  fniit8  of  the  atonement  are,  sinners'  peace  tcith  Gody  their 
accfu  to  the  hoUc*t  of  all  thereby;  if  it  is  allowed  that  we  enjoy  and  arc  con- 
scious of  tlu»8C,  wc  are  again  agreed.  But  if  Pa]a?mon  means  only  being 
conscious  of  ^^  working  in  the  way  of  painful  desire  and  fear,  till  we  arc 
crowned  with  enjoyment,"  there  cannot  be  a  plainer  deviation  from  the 
intent  of  the  apostle.  The  apostle  says,  *''  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of 
Gt>d,  because  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us."  Pala^mon  says.  Hereby  perceive 
we  the  love  of  God,  because  we  are  conscious  of  the  effects^  and  enjoy  the 
fruits  uf  the  atonement.  The  apostles  lead  us  to  think  he  laid  down  his  hfc 
for  us,  wlio  were  justly  doomed  to  eternal  death.  Palasmon  leads  us  to  think 
he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  who  can  say,  Ciod,  I  thank  thi'c  I  am  not  as  otlier 
men  ;  **  who  can  find  sonic  reason  about  themselves,  why  all  the  great  things 
spoken  and  done  by  Jesus  should  bear  its  peculiar  direction  towards  them." 

Besides,  how  does  it  ajipear  wc  love  the  brethren,  when  those  we  call  so 
are  soekinp;  the  reason  of  their  hope,  certainty,  and  assurance  of  eternal  life, 
wholly  in  their  own  love  and  olwdienee  ;  consequently  are  not  in  this  respect 
the  despised  few,  hut  of  the  same  mind  and  judgment  with  every  natural  man  ? 

•*  Ho  who,  perceiving  the  divine  love  to  sinners  of  all  sorts  without  dis- 
tinction, manifested  in  the  atonement,  is  thereby  led  to  love  the  atonement, 
and  the  divine  character  appearing  there ;  and  so  to  enjoy  the  promised  com-    ; 
fort  resulting  thence  to  the  obedient/'  , 
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If  the  promiBed  oomfort  is  au^nded  for  want  of  obedience,  or  depends  on 
obedienoe  as  ito  condition,  the  divine  love  is  far  from  being  manifested  to 
sinners  of  all  sorts  without  distinction. 

^  And  thus,  by  happily  experiencing  the  truth  of  the  gospel." 

He  does  not  eiqperienoe  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  but  only  the  effect  of  that 
doctrine  that  telb  him,  if  he  is  willing  and  obedient  he  shall  ^t  the  good  of 
the  land :  whereas,  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  relieving  the  guilty  without  con- 
dition, animates  thereby  to  all  the  obedience  it  calls  for. 

*^  So  he  labours  neither  first  nor  last  to  acquire  any  requisite  to  justifica- 
tion ;  but  all  his  labour  proceeds  on  the  persuanon  that  the  atonement  itself 
is  the  sole  and  sufficient  requisite  to  justification.*" 

All  his  labour  proceeds  on  the  persuasion,  that  however  sufficient  the 
atonement  may  be  for  the  elect,  yet  he  is  not  allowed  to  account  it  of  any 
nse  to  him  a  sinner,  or  to  trust  or  depend  upon  it,  but  to  be  at  an  entire 
uncertainty  about  it,  until  he  discovers  his  works  of  obedience  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  conceive  himself  to  be  an  elect  person. 

^'  So  he  knows  that  all  his  holiness,  as  well  as  all  his  happiness,  comes 
entirely  of  that  grace  which  provided  the  atonement." 

Far  from  it ;  all  his  holiness,  as  well  as  all  his  happiness,  according  to  Palas- 
mon  8  representation,  comes  entirely  of  the  painful  desire  and  fear,  lest  he 
should  have  no  part  in  that  grace,*  which  provided  the  atonement. 

^  The  merchant  who,  being  encouraged  by  some  credible  intelligence  Pro- 
vidence has  favoured  him  with  from  an  unexpected  quarter,  sets  out  at  all 
hasards  on  some  new  branch  of  traffic,  will  be  greatly  animated  to  proceed 
when  ho  finds  his  labours  crowned  with  success.*' 

But  our  obtaining  salvation  is  not  like  a  trading  merchant  setting  out  at  all 
hazards  on  a  new  branch  of  traffic.  This  is  salvation  by  works  indeed ! 
Matt.  xiii.  45,  describes  the  merchant  as  finding  one  pearl  of  great  price 
which  puts  an  end  to  all  future  merchandising. 

^  He  who  so  knows  the  bare  report  thereof,  as  to  love  it,  and  to  run  all 
risks  upon  it,  shall  in  nowise  lose  his  reward.^ 

True ;  but  Palsemon's  Christian  rather  runs  all  risks  in  order  to  know  his 
part  in  the  atonement,  than  on  the  account  of  the  bare  report  of  salvation  to 
the  guilty. 

^  The  passages  in  the  Dialogues  which  appear  to  me  to  deserve  the  great- 
est censure,  are  those  two  which  in  a  very  confident  manner  deny,  the  one, 
the  comfort  attending  the  simple  report  of  the  gospel,  and  the  other,  the 
additional  comfort  attending  the  self-denied  obedience  to  it.'^ 

These  passages  have  been  considered,  and  it  appears  that  neither  are  denied, 
but  confirmed  by  Aspasio's  doctrine.  We  proceed  on  the  report  in  appropri- 
ation ;  so  it  is  the  very  basis  of  our  comfort.  We  are  confirmed  by  the  effect 
of  the  eigojrment,  that  our  enjoyment,  or  the  foundation  of  it,  is  not  a  fancy. 

*^  And  all  this  is  done,  in  order  to  rest,  I  cannot  say  our  comfort,  but  a 
good  opinion  of  our  state,  on  what  is  neither  faith  nor  obedience." 

Not  80 ;  but  to  rest  our  souls  on  Christ  alone,  and  neither^  on  our  faith, 
»,  nor  good  opinion  of  our  state. 
For,  according  to  the  popular  doctrine,  men  living  for  a  course  of  years 
together  in  unbelief,  consequently  neither  loving  the  gospel  nor  enjoying  the 
comfort  of  it,  are  allowed  to  consider  themselves  all  &e  while  as  regenerate, 
provided  they  have  once  in  their  lifetime  exerted  a  certain  act." 
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It  may  be  so  according  to  Uic  popular  doctrine ;  but  according  to  the 
unpopular  doctrine,  wliicli  PaUemon  excepts  against,  wc  depend  upon  no  acts 
but  the  perfect  obedience  of  Clirist. 

*^  I  shall  now  take  some  notice  of  a  treatise  highly  esteemed  by  tlie  \ota- 
ries  of  the  popular  doctrine ;  I  mean,  Tlie  Gospel  Mystery  of  SanctificatioD." 
This  book  was  so  far  from  being  highly  esteemed  by  the  votaries  of  the 
popular  doctrine  in  England,  it  was  liardly  known  till  Aspasio  recommended 
it,  and  since  that  disapproved  of  by  many  devout  people,  because,  1.  It  proves 
that  the  most  earnest  dimirc.s  and  endeavours  after  obedience  to  the  law,  maybe 
in  the  natural  state  of  man  :  2.  That  the  new  life,  new  state,  or  new  creation, 
is  inseparably  in  Chri:»t :  so  that  wo  have  no  such  privilege,  but  in  cnjopng 
Christ  himsi'lf  through  the  report  of  the  gospel :  3.  That  there  is  no  furniture 
for  the  obe<licnco  of  love,  but  in  partaking  of  this  reconciliation  or  new  state 
in  Christ :  4.  That  no  conditions  or  performances  are  to  be  placed  between 
the  sinner  and  the  Saviour ;  but  the  first  step  of  practical  religion  is  to  tnut 
on  Christ  alone,  as  given  to  us  for  the  sure  enjoyment  of  himself  and  his  sal- 
Taiion. 

^'This  author  supposes  his  unconverted  reader,  when  beginning  to  be 
concerned  about  religion,  to  propose  for  this  end  such  an  obedience  to  the 
divine  law  as  may  bo  acceptable  to  God/' 

He  rightly  suppo8f?s,  that  men  who  are  yet  in  their  natural  state,  may 
attain  with  gn^at  zeal  to  great  heights  of  legal  obedience,  and,  as  Paul  and 
othcM,  be  very  earnest  after  it,  counting  it  their  truest  gain  ;  and,  like  Paul, 
at  the  s:inie  time  totally  unacquainted  with,  yea  enemies  unto,  real  Christi- 
anity, and  the  obedience  of  love  to  tho  tnith,  and  to  God  manifested  thereby. 

^^  According  to  this  author,  then,  Christ  is  not  the  end  of  the  law  for 
righteousness,  but  the  Ix^st  means  one  can  make  use  of  for  enabling  him  to 
perfunu  that  righteousness  which  is  the  end  of  the  law." 

IIi\  as  tho  apostle  does,  din^cts  unto  that  love  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the 
law,  by  the  enjoyment  of  that  righttK)usno8S  which  is  the  end  of  it,  by  enjoy- 
ing that  new  state  of  peaee  and  nn^oncilintion  with  Gw\  which  is  inseparably 
in  Christ :  or,  in  fact,  his  view  is  to  n*comniend  the  gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
as  a  principle  of  obedience,  in  opposition  to  that  preliminary-  crace,  which,  as 
PalaMiion  well  says,  **  However  much  it  has  been  Christianized,  is  at  bot- 
tom the  same  thing  with  that  divine  afflahi$^  influence,  or  energj-,  by  which 
it  was  supposed  philosophers  and  heroes  of  old  became  goo<l  and  great  men." 

"  Accordingly  the  well-dis]U)S(Ml  reader  is  led  forward  to  his  desired  end,  in 
cons-Mpiencc  of  the  samo  good  dispositions  that  led  him  to  use  the  means." 

Not  841 ;  however  fair  the  directions  may  si»em  to  promise,  at  first,  to  him 
that  is  naturally  desirous  to  ke<»p  tho  law  that  he  may  live ;  yet  no  man  is 
made  a  diseiple  to  these  dirt^tions,  but  by  being  converted  from  thia 
false  hope  to  the  hope  of  tho  gosjH'l.  No  man  is  dispose<l  to  use  the  means 
of  reconciliation  with  God  by  Christ  alone  as  a  principle  of  obedience,  but  he 
that  is  converti'd  from  the  false  hope  of  obtaining  life  by  any  obedience  he 
can  render,  to  live  alone  by  what  Christ  hath  already  done,  as  the  spring  of 
his  hope,  and  thi»  source  of  his  future  ol>edience. 

'*  But  why  all  this  roundabout  course  ?  Why  should  we  seek  to  repass 
any  man's  imi^tuosity  to  fulfil  the  law  ?  Whv  should  we  retard  his  course, 
by  entangling  him  in  a  labyrinth  about  the  use  of  means  ?  " 
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Men,  naturally  desirous  to  keep  the  law  that  they  may  live,  may,  and  dO| 
as  Mr.  Marshall  observes,  ''  rush  blindly  npon  immediate  practice,  making 
more  haste  than  good  speed,  crying  with  Israel  of  old.  All  that  the  Lord  saith^ 
wo  will  do.  At  the  same  time  there  is  no  such  heart  in  them."  But  through 
a  natural  propensity  to  things  which  are  contrary  to  the  divine  law,  they 
continually  fail  in  the  obedience  they  have  so  strongly  purposed.  "  And  some 
of  these,  when  they  have  mispent  many  years  in  striving  against  the  stream 
of  their  lusts,  without  any  success,  do  at  last  fiall  miserably  into  despair,  and 
turn  to  wallow  in  the  mire  of  their  lusts,  or  are  fearfully  swallowed  up  with 
horror  of  conscience.''*  As  all  their  religion,  or  impetuosity  to  fulfil  the  law, 
18  founded  on  a  miserable  mistaken  hope  to  live  by  their  own  obedience,  so 
Mr.  Marshall's  aim  is  to  throw  down  that  *'  false  hope,"  by  proving  that  there 
can  be  no  obedience  acceptable  to  God,  till  we  are  first  made  ^'laccepted  in  the 
Beloved  ; "  *  or,  in  other  words,  till  we  first  live  by  Christ'*s  obedience  alone^ 
and  are  influenced  thereby.  His  hope  to  live  by  his  own  obedience  is  crimi- 
nal ;  it  is  therefore  no  matter  how  soon  we  repress  his  impetuosity,  and  retard 
his  course ;  and  when  he  understands  his  reconciliation  with  God  by  Christ 
alone  to  be  the  principle  or  means  of  gospel  obedience,  he  will  not  be  entan- 
gled in  a  labyrinth,  but  made  free  by  the  Son  of  God. 

^'  As  for  the  gospel,  it  was  only  intended  to  relieve  those  ill-disposed  people 
who  despair  of  ever  doing  any  thing  to  render  them  acceptable  to  God,  by 
any  assistance  whatsoever." 

And  Mr.  Marshall's  design  is  to  shew,  that  those  ufell-dupoied  people  who 
hope  to  live  by  their  own  obedience,  are,  in  fact,  aft  the  same  time,  those  ill* 
dUp09ed  people,  who  will  never  be  really  obedient  till  they  despair  of  ever 
doing  any  thing  to  render  them  acceptable  to  God,  by  any  assistance  whatso- 
ever ;  and,  in  that  despair  of  themselves,  live  alone  by  what  Christ  has  already 
done. 

'^  It  (the  gospel)  was  never  intended  to  be  an  auxiliary  to  those  good 
people  who  are  desirous  to  give  acceptable  obedience  to  the  divine  law." 

But  it  was  intended  to  remove  their  mistake,  that  they  may  be  obedient 
from  a  more  divine  principle ;  that  is,  reconciliation  with  God  by  Christ 
alone.     And  this,  it  is  evident,  is  the  main  design  of  Mr.  Marshall* 

^'  All  such,  who  are  desirous  to  give  acceptable  obedience  to  the  divine  law, 
wheresoever  they  are,  shall  undoubtedly  be  happy  without  having  any  ooot^ 
sion  to  trouble  their  heads  about  the  gospel." 

All  such  who  are  of  this  character  uniformly,  and  without  contradiction. 
But  it  must  be  allowed,  that  there  are  many,  even  every  natural  man  has  a 
propensity  to  live  by  his  own  obedience,  or  to  do,  that  he  may  live.  At  tlie 
same  time,  he  is  desirous  of  those  things  which  are  contrary  to  that  obedience, 
whereby  he  forfeits  the  character  and  becomes  guilty  before  God« 

"  Let  as  now  observe  the  use  of  means  to  which  our  author  directs  :— 
Endeavour  diligently  to  perform  the  great  work  of  believing  on  Christ." 

That  is,  in  Mr.  Marsbairs  sense,  endeavour  diligently  to  live  by  Clirist 
alone,  to  be  satisfied  with  him,  to  assure  your  soul  of  salvation  by  him,  by 
what  he  has  done  and  suffered ;  that  you  may  in  this  way  have  a  personal 
conscious  enjo3nKient  of  him  and  his  fulness,  in  which  fulness  we  enjoy 
reconciliation  with  God,  and  every  blessing  tending  to  the  obedience  of  love. 
Was  Palsemon  to  direct  to  personal  conscious  enjoyment  of  Christy  he  would 
tell  U9  Bhont   working  diligently,  working  m  \\i^  ^«y  ^'l  ^^vdSj^  ^'bka 


^vw  u>  wio  aposvoiic  cxiu 

discovered  by  a  testimony,  which  (as  \ 

H(%  opposes,  at  the  same  time,  the  p 
God  to  give  us  something  called  faith, 
to  live  by  his  righteousness  ;  whereas, 
immediately  live  by  Christ  alone ;  they 
waited  for ;  but  they  see  Christ's  suffici 
guilty,  a  sufficient  ground  for  immediai 

"  Only  (says  Mr.   Marshall)  I   shal 
command  of  God  thus  to  assure  ourselv 
warrant  us,  that  wc  shall  not  deceive 
according  to  our  faith,  so  shall  it  be  to  i 
mon,)  is  the  great  whirlpool  of  the  popt 

A  very  great  mistake,  to   call  this  t 

W d,  Mr.  W jy  and  numbers  m 

full  as  great  adversaries  to  it  as  bimrn 
sally  opposed,  than  that  of  assuring  ov 
grant  of  a  sufficient  righteousness  in  Jesu 

*•  When  we  we  have  thus,  according  t 
ft  new  state." 

This  representation  is  not  just :  would 
present,  or  gift,  to  say  that  he  works  hi 
meet  with  some  opposition  in  the  enjojn 
him.  And  in  this  case  the  Scripture 
exhorting  us  to  work  out  our  own  salvat 

*^  According  to  him,  there  is  no  pract 
from  the  persuasion  of  our  state  being  ch; 

Rather  from  our  persua«inn  r.f 
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Ls  it  not  liiglily  consistent  that  we  should  set  out  in  the  service  of  God, 
with  the  furniture  God  hath  provided  us  ?  If  God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life 
in  liis  Son,  is  not  our  first  obedience  to  receive  and  enjoy  the  eternal  life  thltt 
is  in  him  ?  This  does  not  consist  in  any  persuasion  that  we  are  better  than 
other  people,  that  there  is  any  new  state  in  Christ  for  us  rather  than  for 
others ;  but  it  consists  purely  in  what  is  inseparably  in  Christ  Jesus,  given  to 
ns  in  him,  and  only  to  be  enjoyed  in  enjopng  him.  So  that  the  whole  is, 
we  must  set  out  as  followers  of  our  Lord,  from  the  confidence  of  the  eternal 
life  given  freely  to  us  in  Christ  Jesus. 

^^  He  makes  no  account  of  the  grand  things  testified  of  Christ,  as  any 
way  sufficient  to  lead  us  to  holiness,  without  a  good  opinion  of  our  own 
state." 

Palsemon  should  say,  if  he  would  give  a  just  representation,  that  Mr. 
Marshall  makes  no  account  of  all  that  holiness  which  is  not  influenced  by 
the  reception  and  enjoyment  of  that  new  state,  and  eternal  life,  which  is 
freely  given  to  the  guilty  in  Christ  Jesus.  Meanwhile,  the  opinion  we  have 
of  our  own  state  is,  that  it  is  stark  naught,  and  cannot  be  mended.  This  is 
far  from  having  a  good  opinion  of  it. 

^'  Thus  the  ancient  gospel,  which,  from  the  beginning,  turned  many  from 
idols  to  serve  the  living  God,  is  now  set  aside." 

The  ancient  gospel  held  forth  the  new  state,  and  eternal  life  given  in  Christ, 
which  we  plead  for. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  in  defence  of  myself  from  the  charge  of  patronising 
my  creed  by  the  names  of  fallible  men.  I  acknowledge  my  fault.  If  I  have 
not  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles,  what  signifies  having  all  the  world  on  my 
side  ?  And  if  I  have  them  to  keep  me  in  countenance,  it  ought  to  be  little 
concern  though  the  whole  world  are  against  me. 

*'  The  use  these  people  (t.  e,  the  people  in  fellowship  with  W.  C.)  have 
for  Christ  is,  to  give  them  strength  to  do  something  toward  their  justifi- 
cation." 

Our  appropriation  stands  in  no  opposition  to  free  justification  by  Christ 
alone,  but  rather  to  Palcemon's  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  it  only  in  a  way 
of  painful  desire  and  fear. 

But  Palsemon  s  main  objection  to  this  reception  or  appropriation  of  Christ, 
and  eternal  life  in  him,  is,  that  '^  this  is  doing  something  toward  our  justifi- 
cation.^^    To  what  has  been  already  said,  I  would  only  add  the  following 
illustration  : — A  man  has  a  large  estate  fallen  to  him  by  inheritance  or  legacy ; 
he  is  now  informed  that  he  need  do  nothing  toward  his  maintenance  at  all, 
for  he  has  a  sufficiency  to  live  upon,  and  that  it  would  dishonour  his  bene- 
factor, and  be  a  disgrace  to  him  to  think  of  it.     The  man  believes  this,  and 
accordingly  sits  down  to  a  plentiful  table  provided,  under  a  notion  that  all 
things  being  ready,  he  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  eat  or  etijoy.     Upon  this,  a 
virtuoso  in  criticism,  like  Palsemon,  informs  him,  that  to  eat  is  to  do  some- 
thing towards  his  maintenance:  that  the  victuals,  and  in  short  every  thing  is 
his,  without  any  act  of  his  at  all.     So  that  if  he  imagines  himself  under  any 
necessity  of  eating,  he  dishonours  his  benefactor,  and  denies  the  estate  his  bene 
Hactor  has  given  to  him,  ns  though  it  was  not  in  itself  enough  to  msuntal 
him,  without  doing  something  toward  his  own  maintenance.     What  answi 
would  this  person  in  all  likelihood  return  ?     Very  probably  bft  '^^awJt^  ^i^ 
Yon  speBk  extremely  absurd  ;  for  if  I  eat  not,  «ML  my  fv^\.  ^\A.  ^\*Q«i  '^ 
will  be  of  DO  service  to  me ;  I  starve,  1  4ie  m  t\vQ  xaSAaX.  ol  ^^"^Vj  \  \5ft 
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I  lore  to  oat.  The  case  is  as  parallel  as  possible :  our  Lord  says.  He  is  "  the 
bread  of  God  come  down  from  heaven,  to  give  life  to  the  world ;  and  that 
except  we  cat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  we  have  no 
life  in  us.^^ 

This  objection  of  PaUemon^s  is  such  a  fine-spun  cobweb  of  criticism,  that 
he  seem^  to  have  catched  himself  in  it,  while  he  was  endeavouring  to  entaa- 
gle  us.  "  Is  it  possible  (says  he),  after  what  we  have  seen,  for  any  one  to 
maintain,  that  these  people  look  for  acceptance  with  God,  only  through  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ  once  offered  for  the  sins  of  many  ?" 

Now,  to  look  for  accoptanca  with  God  only  through  the  sacrifice  of  Christ, 
is  the  very  thing  wj  plead  for,  and  he  has  been  opposing.  His  argument 
has  been,  ^^  The  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  sufficient  of  itself.  To  appropriate,  or 
to  look  for  acceptance  with  God  on  that  account,  is  evidently  to  do  some- 
thing towards  our  justification ;  this  is  to  83t  up  in  its  stead  another  sacrifice 
of  their  own  preparing' and  offering. 

*'  Ho  who  maintains  that  we  are  justified  only  by  faith,  and  at  the  same 
time  affirms  with  Aspasio,  that  faith  is  a  work  exerted  by  the  human  mind, 
undoubtedly  maintains,  if  he  has  any  meaning  to  his  words,  that  we  are  jus- 
tified by  a  work  exerted  by  the  human  mind." 

May  not  Attpasio  as  readily  retort.  Ho  who  maintains  that  wc  are  justified 
only  by  faith,  and  at  the  same  time  afiirms  with  Palaamon,  "  That  ^ith  is  a 
principle  of  life  and  action,"  undoubtedly  maintains,  if  he  has  any  meaning  to 
his  words,  that  we  are  justified  by  a  principle  of  life  and  action  ?  The  answer 
that  retrieves  him  out  of  this  difficult v,  will  also  serve  us. 

I  have  now  considered  all  that  I  apprehend  we  are  concerned  with  in  Mr. 
Sandeman''s  performance,  not  with  a  design  to  manifest  his  blemishes,  or  to 
defend  Aspasio's,  but  to  preserve  the  important  truth  he  contended  for  from 
the  objections  arising  through  evident  mistakes  and  misrepresentations 
Not  pleading  for  a  manner  of  believing,  either  active  or  passive,  but  pleading 
against  the  private  intorp relation  of  thoso  divine  declarations,  which  are  the 
sinner^s  only  ground  of  immediate  tnist  and  confidence  in  that  sufficient 
righteousness.  It  is  no  pleasure  to  me  to  find  a  people  to  whom  my  heart 
inclines  on  account  of  their  appearing  attachment  to  this  sufficiency  of  Christ, 
at  the  same  time  ho  inclined  to  explain  away  those  divine  declarations,  and 
tell  us,  that  "  God  may,  if  he  pleases,  have  mercy  upon  me,"  is  all  the  con- 
clusion that  the  guilty  and  destitute  can  draw  from  what  God  has  revealed. 
Now,  in  this  case,  are  we  not  to  take  heed,  lest,  under  the  notion  of  purer 
faith,  "  we  depart  from  trusting  in  the  living  God,"  (to  a  labouring  in  pain- 
ful desire  and  fear)  "  through  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief?''  And  as  there  is  a 
natural  propensity  in  man  to  seir-dependence,  is  there  not  a  proportionate 
avcrscness  in  him  to  trust  on  the  bare  declarations  of  the  divine  word? 
And  may  not  this  be  the  source  of  those  pharisaic  attempts  Mr.  Sande- 
man  has  so  justly  detected,  of  the  objections  that  stand  between  us; 
and  also  of  those  laboured  inventions  of  others,  to  make  out  that  men  are 
saved  by  Christ  in  a  way  of  natural  necessary  connexion :  hereby  at  once 
setting  aside  the  divine  sovereignty,  declarations,  promises,  or  trust  therein. 
I  shall  only  add,  that  if  what  we  have  pleaded  for  is  (without  misrepre- 
sentation) i)rovcd  a  contradiction  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  finished  work  of 
Christ,  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  shall  see  a  necessity  for  understanding  the 
^nptures  on  this  subject  \n  aivoiXvci  Yv^V.  \>LVKa.\  ^'Ci  ^  Ywawis^.^  vbi^  ^Swi^ 
Oiake  my  public  ackuowYedgmeut  wscot^h^^- 
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"  DIRECTIONS 

To  the  readers  of  Theron  and  Aspasio,  noith  respect  to  the  amendmeni4  which 
were  intended  by  Mr.  Heryet,  h(td  he  survived  another  Edition, — Taken 
from  Mr.  Cudworth's  Defence, 

Page  246.  line  44.  read,  ''  This,  he  says,  as  it  was  wrought  in  the  name 
and  stead  of  the  guilty,  enemies  and  rebellious,  was  wrought  out  in  my  name, 
and  in  my  stead ;  and  is  in  a  name  and  character  that  undoubtedly  belong  to 
mc,  and,  according  to  the  declarations  of  divine  grace,  sufficiently  authorises 
me  to  draw  near  to  God  thereby." 

P.  394. 1.  36.  "  Not  one  among  all  the  numberless  productions  which 
tread  the  ground,  or  stand  rooted  on  the  soil,  wants  any  convenience  that  is 
proper  for  its  respective  state.  And  the  same  heavenly  Father  has  provided, 
for  the  most  guilty,  the  righteousness  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  his 
present  comfort,  and  his  final  happiness." 

P.  395. 1.  1.  "Consider  those  stately  poppies,  &c.,  observe  the  young 
ravens,  &c.  He  accommodates  the  former,  though  incapable  of  asking ;  he 
attends  to  the  latter,  though  insensible  of  their  Benefactor.  He  also  regards 
our  pressing  wants ;  he  has  also  superseded  our  earnest  petitions  by  such  free 
and  unmerited  gifts,  as  it  is  both  his  delight  and  his  honour  to  bestow." 

P.  395.  1.  42.  "  So  that  nothing  is  required  in  order  to  our  participation 
of  Christ  and  his  benefits.  We  receive  them  as  the  freest  gifts ;  as  matter 
of  mere  grace.^' 

P.  396.  1.  18.  "  The  man  without  a  wedding  garment,  &c.  Your  former 
mistakes,  and  present  objections,  tend  to  place  you  in  the  state  of  this  un- 
'  happy  creature.  The  returning  prodigal  came  with  no  recommendation 
either  of  dress,  of  person,  or  of  character :  none  but  his  nakedness  and  misery ; 
his  acknowledgment  and  vileness,  which  had  every  aggravating,  not  one 
extenuating  circumstance." 

P.  397'  1.  13.  "  If  there  be  any  qualification,  I  think  it  is  our  extreme 
indigence  ;  and  this,  I  presume,  you  are  not  without." 

P.  397.  1.  25.  "  Sanctification,  hcavenly-mindedness,  and  a  victory  over 
our  lusts,  are  not  the  qualities  he  requires,  but  the  blessings  which  he  confers.'^ 

P.  398. 1.  44.  "  The  greatest  un worthiness  is  no  objection  in  Christ's 
account ;  it  is  as  much  disavowed  by  the  gospel,  as  equivocal  generation  is 
exploded  by  the  discoveries  of  our  improved  philosophy." 

P.  400. 1.  14.  "  From  the  King,  whose  name  is  the  Lord  of  Hosts^  let  us 
expect  (if  he  vouchsafe  to  shew  us  any  mercy)  not  barely  what  corresponds 
with  our  low  models  of  generosity — much  less  what  we  suppose  proportioned 
to  our  fancied  deserts,  but  what  is  suitable  to  the  unknown  magnificence  of 
his  ^ame,  and  the  unbounded  benevolence  of  his  heart.  Then  we  shall  no 
longer  be  afraid  assuredly  to  trust  to  the  gracious  declai'ation,  '  that  Christ 
Jesus  is  made  of  God  to  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification, 
and  redemption  : '  That  he  hath  given  himself  for  us,  hath  given  himself  to 
uSy  with  all  the  blessings  of  his  purchase,  of  his  Spirit,  and  of  eternal  life." 

P.  401. 1.  7-  "  That  we  all  deserve  this  misery,  is  beyond  dispute.  We 
axe  also  told,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  has  satisfied  divine  justice." 

P.  401. 1.  27.  "  You  are  still  corrupt ;  doea  t\i\8  ^xfi\\3A'?i  ^wv  lt««^\swa 


P.  404. 1,  27.  "  Since  the  Lord  Jcl 
nnutterable  merits :  and  also  scab  tl 
ordinance ;  why  should  we  not  confid 
and  far  more  invaluable  than  any  royf 

"  Ther.  My  servant  never,"  &c. 

P.  410.  1.  21.  ''  It  seems  to  be  quit< 

''  Atp,  That  is,  because  you  still  imi 
entitle  to  this  immaculate  and  perfect  r 
those  declarations  of  Heaven,  which  bi 
your  condition.  Remember  rather  the 
all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden, 

P.  410. 1.  44.  "  Nothing  short  of  the 
to  the  guilty  conscience,  or  true  satisfac 

^^  Say  not,  then,  my  dear  friend,  that 
chase,  are  beyond  your  reach.     They  ar> 

P.  411. 1.  37.  "  If  you  heard  his  voic< 
thereto.  You  then  open  the  door,  and  1 
with  you,  manifests  his  salvation,  and  c 
believed  his  promising  word,  you  would 
accordingly.  You  then  sup  with  him. 
tressed  soul,  as  the  most  sumptuous  bai 
craving  appetite."     Expunge  allfisym  he 

"  Ther.  This  I  believe— That  I  am  a 

P.  412.  1.  12.  *'He  that  believes  on 
from  it — a  real  substantial  happiness  ;  e 

P.  412.  1.  23.  "  Can  you  doubt  of  his  ^ 
or  his  sincerity  in  his  declarafi"««  ^     '^^ 
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^'  Ther.  But  is  not  faith  the  work  of  God's  Spirit  ?  How,  or  in  what 
manner,"  &c. 

P.  413.  1.  23.  *'  I  very  much  question  whether  I  shall  ever  be  able  to 
attain  it. 

*"  A$p.  The  true  belief,  Theron,  has  no  existence  vrithout  its  proper  object, 
Christ,  and  is  never  to  be  considered  in  the  light  you  speak  of ;  that  is,  as  a 
most  refined  and  exalted  virtue.  When,  upon  the  divine  grant  in  the  word, 
you  behold  Christ  as  your  given  righteousness  and  strength,  then  you  truly 
believe ;  you  believe  God's  truth,  which  can  never  deceive ;  you  receive  the 
gift  which  enriches  you  with  grace  and  glory.     But  permit  lae  to  ask,"  &c. 

P.  423.  1.  42,  '^  If  you  rely  on  the  all-sufiiciency  of  his  gracious  declara- 
tions, as  the  foundation  of  immediate  trust  or  confidence,  as  well  as  the  all- 
sufficiency  of  his  power." 

P.  423. 1.  50.  ^  Let  the  roost  wretched  sinner,  and  most  afflicted  soul, 
trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.*^ 

In  note  p.  428.  ^'  We  only  affirm,  that  an  appropriating  persuasion  of 
salvation  by  Christ  alone,  is  that  confidence  which  properly  answers  to  the 
divine  report  and  grant  of  a  Saviour  to  be  believed  on  for  everlasting  life." 

P.  433. 1.  4.  ^^  Atp,  The  if  is  what  I  greatly  question ;  but  of  this  I  am 
certain,  that  you  are  still  inclined  to  spare  Agog*' 

P.  433.  1.  18.  ^^  You  ask.  Whether  the  state  of  these  persons  is  safe,  and 
their  faith  real  ?  I  answer.  What  evidence  is  there  of  their  safety,  or  their 
faith,  while  Christ,  the  only  security,  is  neglected,  and  the  free  grant  of  him 
to  sinners  thus  disbelieved  ?     Besides,  why  should,^'  &c. 

P.  433.  45.  ^^  God  has  freely  loved  me,  so  as  to  give  his  Son  unto  roe ; 
Christ  has  graciously  died  for  me,  to  take  share  in  his  death  as  xxaj  own ; 
and  the  Holy  Ghost  sanctifies  me,  in  the  belief  and  appropriating  confidence 
arising  from  these  precious  truths." 

P.  434. 1.  42.  ^*  When  the  divine  Spirit,  speaking  in  the  gracious  declara- 
tions of  the  gospel,  manifests  the  grant  of  Christ  to  me  a  sinner,  then  am  I 
enabled  to  receive  and  appropriate  his  death  as  the  desert  of  my  sins,  and  his 
obedience  as  the  matter  of  my  justification." 

P.  436.  L  44.  "  May  I  firmly  believe  ou  Christ  for  everlasting  life  ?  May 
I  firmly  believe,  that  in  this  infinitely  meritorious  Redeemer  I  have  granted 
unto  me  pardon  and  acceptance  ?  "**  &c. 

P.  430. 1.  49.  *'  I  do  more  than  pardon  my  dear  Theron  :  I  feel  for  him, 
and  I  sympathize  with  him  :  not  because  he  has  not  sufficient  evidence  from 
God's  word  for  trusting  in  Christ  for  everlasting  life,  but  because  I  have  also 
felt  that  perverse  tendency  in  my  own  heart,  to  mistrust  the  infallible  word 
of  my  God,  as  though  he  was  less  to  be  depended  on  than  fallible  man.'* 

In  like  manner  were  to  be  corrected,  all  other  passages  in  his  writings 
which  might  be  understood  as  making  thirstings,  awakenings,  earnest  prayers, 
sorrows,  tears,  good  desires,  or  sense  of  unworthiness,  as  the  encouragement 
for  confidence.  This  Mr.  Hervey  acknowledged  was  iuconsistont  with  his 
main  design,  which  was  to  come  to  God  by  Him  only  who  was  able  to  save, 
to  save  to  the  uttermost :  but  he  had  been  drawn  sometimes  into  this  way  of 
cxprewing  himself  by  too  great  a  regard  for  the  current  customs ;  and  not 
congJderiDg,  thai,  till  the  divine  relieving  truth  appear  in  view,  the  wishes 
and  desires  of  the  distressed  are  as  much  pointed  against  the  salvation  of  tJb^  i 
gvil^,  as  the  osidessness  of  the  profane.    He  waa  ^i3A\\>\e^  \W\»  "^"^  >^^  5{p«^ 


,T<»3  uiso  sensible,  that  a  man  may 

men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  utter  cnen 
that  he  had  been  too  forward  in  commend 
to  apostolic  Christianity.  His  design  wa 
ble  in  every  one,  passing  over  their  blera: 
ledged,  he  was  carried  to  an  extreme.  W 
that  they  sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  he  only 
that  they  betook  themselves  to  the  read 
vindicate  their  notions. 

And  he  counted  it  an  observation  we 
be  maintained  by  some,  that  conversion 
nature  ;  and  by  others,  that  this  matter  is 
grace  ;  and  yet  both  sides  may  be  equally  ( 
maintains  the  work  finished  by  Christ  on  t 
to  justification.     And  that  while  many  Chi 
man  can  bo  eminently  virtuous  without  divi 
Heathen  philosophers  have  said  before  them 

These  remarks  and  observations  may  be 
reader  of  Thcron  and  Aspasio  to  avoid  r 
improve  that  performance  more  agreeably  t< 
own  mind. 

It  appears  by  the  Letters  prefixed  to  this  Di 
Marshall's  book  was  intended,  to  obviate  as  much  aj 
the  pressing  importunities  of  the  printer,  and  Mi 
fourth  volume  of  Theron  and  Aspasio,  was  not  ex 
such  improvement,  where  by  changing  the  fourteen 
or  Propositions,  the  strongest  objections  are  enervat 
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are  contained  in  the  fulness  of  Christ,  and  are  enjoyed  only  by  union  and 
fellowship  with  him. 

Aaeri,  IF, — Tlie  mean  or  instrument  whereby  the  Spirit  of  God  accom- 
plisheth  our  union  with  Christ,  and  our  fellowship  with  him  in  all  holiness, 
is  the  gospel,  whereby  Christ  cntercth  into  our  hearts,  begetting  us  to  the 
faith  whereby  we  actually  receive  Christ  himself,  with  all  his  fulness,  unto 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  by  him.  And  thus,  by  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  we  unfeignedly  believe  the  gospel,  and  also  believe  on  Christ,  as  he  is 
revealed  and  freely  promised  to  us  therein,  for  all  his  salvation. 

Atwrt.  V. — ^The  practice  of  true  holiness  is  not  attained  by  any  endeavours 
of  our  natural  state,  but  is  a  blessing  of  that  new  state  given  in  Jesus  Christ| 
and  partaken  of  by  union  and  fellowship  with  Christ  through  faith. 

A$$ert.  VI. — Those  that  endeavour  to  perform  sincere  obedience  to  all  the 
commands  of  Christ,  as  the  condition  whereby  they  are  to  procure  for  them- 
selves a  right  and  title  to  salvation,  and  a  good  ground  to  trust  on  him  for 
the  same,  do  seek  their  salvation  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  not  by 
the  laith  of  Christ  as  he  is  revealed  in  the  gos])el ;  and  they  shah  never  be 
able  to  perform  sincerely  any  true  holy  obedience  by  all  such  endbavours. 

Anert,  VII, — We  are  not  to  imagine,  that  our  hearts  and  lives  must  be 
changed  from  sin  to  holiness,  in  any  measure,  before  we  may  safely  venture 
to  trust  on  Christ  for  the  sure  enjoyment  of  himself  and  his  salvation. 

Asgert,  VIII, — True  holiness  of  heart  and  life  hath  its  due  order  where 
God  hath  placed  it,  that  is,  after  union  with  Christ,  justification,  and  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoat.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  expected  but  in  that  order, 
as  what  accompanies  salvation. 

Aaert,  IX. — It  is  only  by  the  comforts  of  the  gospel,  revealing  a  just 
God  and  a  Saviour,  that  God  works  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleamxre. 

Assert,  X, — The  comforts  of  the  gospel,  necessary  to  Christian  obedience, 
contain  sufficient  grounds  of  assurance  of  our  salvation,  not  because  we  believe, 
but  in  a  way  of  immediate  trust  and  confidence.  Therefore,  instead  of 
seeking  other  methods  of  peace  and  holiness,  we  must  endeavour  to  believe 
or  trust  on  Christ  confidently ;  persuading  and  assuring  ourselves,  according 
to  the  divine  declarations,  that  God  freely  gives  to  us  an  interest  in  Christ 
and  his  salvation,  according  to  his  gracious  promise. 

Assert.  XI. — It  is  therefore  belonging  to  the  practical  part  of  the  Christian 
life,  to  maintain  the  same  immediate  trust  and  confidence  in  dependence 
on  the  divine  fiiithfulness,  not  to  sufier  us  to  be  confounded,  that  so  our 
enjoyment  of  Christ,  union  and  fellowship  with  him,  and  all  holiness  by  him, 
may  be  continued  and  increased  in  us. 

Assert.  XII, — The  Scripture  calls  upon  Christians  to  walk  no  longer 
according  to  the  principles  or  means  of  i)ractice  that  belong  unto  the  natural 
or  original  state  of  man,  but  only  according  to  that  new  state  given  in  Christ, 
which  we  receive  by  faith,  and  the  principles  and  means  of  i)racticc  that 
properly  belong  thereunto ;  and  to  strive  to  continue  and  increase  in  such  a 
manner  of  practice. 

Assert.  XIII. — All  ordinances  of  divine  appointment,  for  the   establish- 

ment  and  inoxease  of  our  faith  and  love,  are  to  be  considered  only  in  this  wi 

of  beliering  in  Chrisii  and   walking  in  him  accordlnc  \x^  W\v&  \i<^^  ^ 
■••I 
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Aisert.  X/r. — Tliiit  wc  mny  ho  confirmed  in  Iiulmc«e  only  bjr  iMjioving 
n  Clirist,  nml  walking  in  liiiii  by  fiiith,  nccorJing  to  llie  fonltL-r  Mwitkn*, 
ve  may  tftke  encouragement  from  tbe  great  udvantagea  c-f  (Ilia  wny,  tad 
ixceiltnt  properties  of  it, 

\  RECOMMENnATORV  l,ETVETifi-cm  Mr.  Hebtey  Io  tlie  PuUUAer  <^a  .V« 
£(/(V(('H'(>/'MAKSifALL  on  Hanfti/icMion, 

^iR, — It  gives  ino  no  sioatl  plensuro  to  lienr,  th»t  you  art)  goiafi  to  republiidi  ' 
ilr.  Muriitiall'a  Gospel  Mystery  of  Sfuictificutiuu  *.     Th«  inatruction,  coiuo> 
[itiun,  and  apirituat  improvement,  which  I  myeclf  havu  let'cived  [mm  that 
olid  and  judicious  treatise,  cxoite  in  jne  a  pleasing  hope,  timt  it  may  be 
qually  instructive)  and  advantageous  to  others. 

Tile  rcconimendation  of  it  in  Tlipron  and  Aspanio,  nith  which  you  propwa 
0  introduce  the  new  edition,  is  nt  your  servicti.     Tu  tliis  j>ri>po»at  I  cinsi'Dt 
he  more  readily,  because  Air.  Marehall's  book  mny  be  luoki-d  upon  a*  no 
mpropcr  supplement  to  those  Dialogues  and  Liiltera,  the  author  of  wbivb  ' 
Qttndcd  to  h.ivo  closed  his  plan  with  a  dieecrtation  un  practical  holiDcjoi,  or  , 
vangelical  obedience.     But  this  design  was  dropped,  partly  on  accuuni  oi  ■ 
lis  very  declining  healtli,  partly  because  the  work  ewelled  imdor  liis  IiadcU  { 
ar  beyond  his  expectation. 

He  has  been  advised  once  more  to  resume  the  pen,  and  treat  that  ^nud  ! 
ubjcct  with  some  degree  of  copiooBucss  and  par^eularity.     If  lie  aliould  ht 
ualited  to  execute  what  be  ackuowtedgi^a  to  Iw  expedient,  thu  ddctrinei    i 
.Iready  disctisacd,    and  the  privilcgea  already   displayed,   will  fiirnii^   the   , 
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